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PREFACE. 

i 

HAVING  now  arrived  at  the  conclufion  of  our 
Twentieth  Volume,  we  fhould  have  been  dif- 
pofed  to  have  celebrated  this  year  as  a  fort  of  jubilee, 
and  leafon  of  felf  congratulation,  if  the  awful  afpedt 
of  the  times  had  not  forbidden  every  emotion  bor¬ 
dering  upon  levity,  and  afforded  matter  of  the  moft 
ferious  confideration  and  reflection  to  every  member 
of  the  community.  No  circumftance  of  time,  nor 
Rate  of  affairs,  can,  however,  reprefs  our  gratitude, 
or  reftrain  our  acknowledgements  to  the  Publick, 
for  that  continued  favour,  which,  as  it  has  during 
fo  many  years,  conflantly  increafed  with  our  la¬ 
bours,  fo  it  has  alone  enabled  us  to  encounter  the 
arduous  talk  of  appearing  annually  before  them  in  lo 
many  fucceffive  publications,  upon  each  of  which, 
their  former  efteem,  and  future  approbation,  were, 
of  courfe,  in  fome  degree  hazarded. 

The  importance  and  magnitude  of  our  hiftorical 
bufinefs  have  unhappily  rifen  to  nearly  the  higheft 
pitch  at  which  they  feem  capable  of  arriving.  We 
relate  events,  in  which  every  member  of  this  wide 
and  divided  empire  is  deeply  interefted  in  which 
many  thoufands  are  immediately  and  perfonally  con¬ 
cerned  ;  and  wherein  its  beft  blood  is  too  copioufly 
fhed.  The  incidents  are  numberlefs,  and  the  par¬ 
ties  concerned  in  every  incident  numerous.  It  is 

not 
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not  eafy  to  fleer  a  fafe  courfe  of  hiftory,  through  the 
rage  of  civil  conteft,  and  amidft  the  animofity  and 
malignity  of  contending  factions.  Under  thefe  cir¬ 
cumstances,  we  are  obliged  to  as  much  caution  as 
will  not  be  injurious  to  truth.  And  whilft  publick 
affairs  continue  of  fuch  extent  and  importance,  and 
that  materials  of  all  kinds  both  political  and  mili¬ 
tary  grow  upon  us  in  the  manner  they  do  at  prefen t, 
we  (hall  be  much  more  felicitous  to  fulfil  our  duty, 
and  preferve  our  reputation  with  the  Publick,  by  a 
due  attention  to  the  matter  which  we  lay  before 
them,  than  at  all  concerned  as  to  the  inconfequential 
circumftance  of  a  later  or  earlier  publication. 

Our  Fublifher  has  made  an  obfervation  to  us, 
which  he  fays  efcapes  moft  readers,  who  have  not 
fome  acquaintance  with  what  is  technically  termed 
the  bufinefs  of  the  prefs.  He  fays,  that  the  Hifto- 
rical  Article  is  at  p refen t  fwelled  to  fuch  an  extent, 
that  if  it  were  printed  feparately,  and  in  the  com¬ 
mon  mode  of  publication,  it  would  fill  a  volume  of 
nearly  the  fame  fize,  with  that  in  which  it  is  now 
included  ;  whilft  from  the  circumftance  of  clofe 
printing,  and  its  being  conftdered  only  as  a  compa¬ 
ratively  frnall  part  of  a  diffufe  and  large  work,  the 
dimenfions  which  it  would  acquire  in  its  natural 
growth,  are  not  perceived  in  its  prefent  contracted 
ftate.  Under  this  confideration,  the  quantity  of 
matter,  independent  of  any  merit  in  the  arrange¬ 
ment  or  compofition,  may  account,  if  it  does  not 
atone,  for  the  latenefs  of  our  publication  this 
year. 
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CHAP.  I. 

EeirofpeRive  'view  of  American  affairs  in  the  year  1 776.  Preparation  in 
Canada  for  the  armament  on  Lake  Champlain .  Stale  of  the  American 
force .  Engagement  near  the  ife  Valicour .  Arnold  retires ;  purfuit ; 
overtaken  ;  veffels.  Crown  Point  defroyed  and  abandoned . 

General  Carloion  lands  there  with  the  army .  Motives  for  not  attacking 
Ticonderoga.  General  Carleton  returns  with  the  army  to  Canada , 
Situation  of  affairs  to  the  fouthward.  General  Lee  taken.  Perfeverance 
of  the  CongreJ's .  Meafures  for  renewing  their  armies.  Lands  allotted 
for  ferving  during  the  war.  Money  borrowed.  Addrefs  to  the  people . 
Petitions  from  the  inhabitants  of  New  -Tor  k,  and  from  thofe  of  Queen's 
county  in  Long  If  and,  to  the  Commiffi oners.  Critical  fate  of  Phila~ 
delphia.  CongreJ's  retire  to  Baltimore.  Divifons  in  Penfylvania. 

Defertions.  Surprise  at  Trenton.  Lord  Cornwallis  returns  to  the 
ferfeys.  Prevented  from  attacking  the  enemy  at  Trenton  by  impediments 
of  fluation.  General  W ajhington  quits  his  camp ,  and  attacks  Colonel 
Mawhood,  near  Princetown.  Lord  Cornwallis  returns  from  the  Delaware 
to  Brunjwick.  Americans  over-run  the  Jerfeys.  Britijh  and  Auxiliary 
forces  keep  poffejfon  of  Brunjwick  and  Amboy ,  during  the  remainder  of 
the  winter.  Indian  war.  Articles  of  confederation  and  perpetual  union 
between  the  thirteen  revolted  Colonies. 


THE  efforts  to  remove  thofe 
obftacles  that  had  reftrained 
the  progrefs  of  the  Britifh  arms 
on  the  fide  of  Canada,  in  the 
V01.  XX. 


fummer  of  17 76,  were  equal  to  the 
importance  of  the  objects  in  view, 
and  the  greatnefs  of  the  difficulties 
which  were  to  be  furmounted. 
[A]  The 
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The  weight  and  execution  of  the 
naval  equipment*  fell  of  courfe 
upon  the  officers  and  men  of  that 
department,  whofe  ability,  zeal, 
and  perfeverance  in  the  perfor¬ 
mance,  can  never  be  too  much 
applauded.  The  talk  was  indeed 
arduous.  A  fleet  of  above  thirty 
fighting  veflels,  of  different  kinds 
and  fizes,  all  furniffied  with  can¬ 
non,  was  to  be  little  lefs  than 
created  ;  for  though  a  few  of  the 
largeft  were  reconliru&ions,  the 
advantage  derived  from  thence 
depended  more  upon  the  ufc  of 
materials  which  the  country  did 
n  t  afford,  than  upon  any  faving 
aoto  time,  or  leffening  of  labour. 
When  to  this  is  added,  the  tranf- 
porting  over  land,  and  afterwards 
dragging  up  the  rapids  of  St. 
Therefe  and  St.  John’s,  30  long¬ 
boats,  a  number  of  flat  boats  of 
confiderable  burthen,  a  gondola, 
weighing  30  tons,  with  above 
400  battoes,  the  whole  prefented 
a  complexity  of  labour  and  diffi¬ 
culty,  which  feerned  fufficient  to 
appal  even  the  fpirit  of  Britifh 
feamen.  However  it  mull  be 
allowed  that  the  labour  did  not 
fall  folely  on  them.  The  foldiers 
had  their  part ;  and  what  is  to  be 
lamented,  the  peafants  and  farmers 
of  Canada  were  taken  from  their 
ploughs,  and  compelled  by  power 
to  bear  a  (hare  in  toils,  from 
whence  they  could  derive  no  ho¬ 
nour  or  advantage. 

Though  the  equipment  was 
compleated  in  about  three  months, 
the  nature  of  the  fervice,  as  well 
as  the  eagernefs  of  the  com¬ 
manders  and  army,  required,  if 
it  had  been  poffible,  a  Hill  greater 
difpatch.  The  winter  was  faff 
approaching,  two  inland  feas  to 
be  paffed,  the  unknown  force  of 
the  enemy  on  each  to  be  fubdued. 


and  the  ftrong  polls  of  Crown 
Point  and  Ticonderoga,  defended 
and  fupported  by  an  army,  to  be 
encountered  fword  in  hand.  To 
add  to  thefe  impediments,  the 
communication  between  the  Lakes 
Champlain  and  George,  did 
not  admit  the  paffage  of  thofe 
veflels  of  force,  which,  after  being 
fuccefsful  on  the  one,  might  be 
equally  wanted  on  the  other. 
And  if  all  thofe  difficulties  were 
furmounted,  and  Lake  George 
paffed,  there  Hill  remained  a  long 
and  dangerous  march  through  in¬ 
tricate  forells,  extenlive  moraffes, 
and  an  uncleared  country.  Hill  in 
a  Hate  of  nature,  before  they  could 
reach  Albany,  which  was  the  firft 
poll  to  the  fouthward  that  could 
afford  them  reft  and  accommoda¬ 
tion. 

The  fpirit  of  the  commanders 
rofe  in  proportion  to  the  difficulties 
which  were  to  be  encountered. 
The  objects  in  view  were  great, 
the  glory  to  be  acquired  tempting, 
and  the  delire  of  their  attainment 
feemed  to  leffen  or  remove  cb~ 
ftacles,  which  to  a  cold  or  luke¬ 
warm  fpeculation  would  have  ap¬ 
peared  infuperable.  If  the  Lakes 
could  be  recovered,  and  Albany 
poffeffed,  before  the  feverity  of 
the  winter  fet  in,  the  northern 
army  would  hold  a  principal  lhare 
in  the  honour  of  bringing  the  war 
to  a  fpeedy  conclufion.  It  was 
conceived  that  they  could  then 
pour  deftru&ion  at  will,  into  the 
heart  either  of  the  middle  or  the 
northern  colonies,  each  of  which 
would  be  expofed  to  them  in  its 
molt  tender  and  defencelefs  part. 
Whilft  the  poffeflion  of  Hudfon’s 
river  would  eftablifli  and  fecure 
their  communication  with  General 
Howe,  it  would  equally  fever  and 
difconneft  the  fouthern  and  nor¬ 
thern 
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them  provinces,  leaving  thereby 
the  latter  to  fink  under  the  joint 
weight  of  both  armies,  or  to  accept 
of  fuch  terms  as  they  could  obtain, 
without  the  participation  of  the 
others.  Nor  could  General  Wafh- 
ington  attempt  to  hold  any  port  in 
New  York  or  the  Jerfeys,  with 
fuch  a  fuperiority  of  force  as  al¬ 
ready  opprefled  him  in  front,  and 
General  Carleton’s  army  at  his 
back.  The  fuccefles  of  their  fel¬ 
lows  on  the  fide  of  New  York, 
increafed  the  impatience,  and  ex¬ 
cited  the  jealoufy  of  this  army, 
every  one  apprehending  that  the 
war  would  be  brought  to  an  end, 
before  he  could  have  an  opportu¬ 
nity  of  iharing  in  the  honour  of 
that  happy  event. 

With  all  this  ardour,  and  the 
moft  unremitting  induftry,  it  was 
not  until  the  month  of  October, 
that  the  fleet  was  in  a  condition 
to  feek  the  enemy  on  Lake  Cham¬ 
plain.  The  force  was  very  confl- 
derable  with  refpeCt  to  the  place 
and  fervice,  extraordinary  in  re¬ 
gard  to  the  little  time  fpent  in  its 
formation,  and  fuch  as,  a  very  few 
ages  ago,  would  have  been  deemed 
formidable  even  upon  the  Euro¬ 
pean  feas.  The  fliip  Inflexible, 
which  may  be  confldered  as  Ad¬ 
miral,  had  been  re-conftru&ed  at 
St.  John’s,  from  whence  ihe  failed 
in  28  days  after  laying  her  keel, 
and  mounted  18  twelve  pounders. 
One  fchooner  mounted  14,  and 
another  12,  fix-pounders.  A  flat- 
bottomed  radeau  carried  fix  24, 
and  fix  12  pounders,  befldes 
howitzers  ;  and  a  gondola,  7  nine 
pounders.  Twenty  fmaller  veflels, 
under  the  denomination  of  gun¬ 
boats,  carried  brafs  field  pieces 
from  9  to  24  pounders,  or  were 
armed  with  howitzers.  Some 


long-boats  were  furnlflied  in  the 
fame  manner.  About  an  equal 
number  of  large  boats  a&ed  as 
tenders.  Thofe  we  have  taken, 
notice  of,  were  all  intended  for, 
or  appertaining  to  battle  ;  we  omit 
the  vaft  number  deftined  for  the 
tranfportation  of  the  army,  with 
its  rtores,  artillery,  baggage  and 
provifions. 

The  armament  was  conduced, 
by  Captain  Pringle,  and  the  fleet 
navigated  by  above  700  prime 
feamen,  of  whom  200  were  volun¬ 
teers  from  the  tranfports,  who  after 
having  rivalled  thofe  belonging  to 
the  ihips  of  war  in  all  the  toil  of 
preparation,  now  boldly  and  freely 
partook  with  them  in  the  danger 
of  the  expedition.  The  guns  were 
ferved  by  detachments  of  men  and 
officers  belonging  to  the  corps  of 
artillery.  In  a  word,  no  equip¬ 
ment  of  the  fort  was  ever  better 
appointed,  or  more  amply  fur- 
nilhed  with  every  kind  of  pro- 
vifion  neceflary  for  the  intended 
fervice. 

The  enemy’s  force  was  in  no 
degree  equal,  either  with  refpeCt 
to  the  goodnefs  of  the  veflels,  the 
number  of  guns,  furniture  of  war, 
or  weight  of  metal.  Senfible, 
though  they  were,  of  the  necefiity 
of  preferving  the  dominion  of  the 
Lakes,  and  aided  in  that  defigrt 
by  the  original  force  in  their 
hands,  with  a  great  advantage  in 
point  of  time  for  its  increafe,  their 
intentions  in  that  refpeCt  were 
counteracted  by  many  eflentiaJ, 
and  fome  irremediable  deficiencies. 
They  wanted  timber,  artillery, 
fhip-builders,  and  all  the  materials 
neceflary  for  fuch  an  equipment. 
Carpenters,  and  all  others  con¬ 
cerned  in  the  bufinefs  of  fhipping, 
were  fully  engaged  at  the  fea-ports 
[A]  2  in 
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an  the  conftru&ion  and  fitting  out 
of  privateers,  whilft  the  remote- 
nefs,  and  difficulty  of  communica¬ 
tion,  rendered  the  fupply  of  bulky 
materials  extremely  tedious.  When 
we  confider  the  difficulties  on  their 
part,  we  think  it  not  juft  to  deny 
the  Americans  the  praife,  of  having 
combated,  and  in  part  overcome 
them,  with  an  affiduity,  perfever- 
ance,  and  fpirit,  which  did  not 
in  the  leaft  fall  fhort  of  what  had 
been  employed  againft  them.  For 
their  fleet  amounted  to  15  veffels 
of  different  kinds,  confifting  of 
two  fchodners,  one  ftoop,  one 
cutter,  three  gallies,  and  eight 
gondolas.  The  principal  fchooner 
rhounted  12  fix  and  four  pounders. 
They  were  commanded  by  Benedict 
Arnold,  who  was  now  to  fupport 
upon  a  new  element,  that  renown 
Which  he  had  acquired  on  land  in 
the  Canada  expedition. 

General  Carleton  was  too  full 
of  zeal,  and  too  anxious  for  the 
event,  not  to  head  the  Britiffi  ar¬ 
mament,  and  having  proceeded 
Off  1  UP  ^ahe,  difcovered 
*  c  ’  the  enemy’s  fleet  drawn 
''  *  up  with  great  judgment, 
being  very  advantageoufty  polled, 
and  forming  a  ftrong  line,  to  de¬ 
fend  the  paffage  between  the  ifland 
of  Valicour  and  the  weftern  main, 
indeed  they  had  at  the  beginning 
placed  chemfelves  with  fo  much 
Ikill  behind  the  ifland,  that  an 
accident  only  difcovered  their  po¬ 
rtion.  The  King’s  fquadron, 
without  this  feafonable  difcovery, 
would  have  left  them  behind  ;  an 
event,  which  if  it  had  happened, 
might  have  been  attended  with 
the  moft  ferious  confequences.  It 
is  faid,  that  the  unexpefted  fight 
of  a  three  mailed  fhip  of  fuch 
force,  upon  the  Lake,  threw  the 


enemy  into  the  utmoft,  and  moft 
vifible  confternation.  It  does  not 
feem,  however,  probable,  that  a 
matter  of  fuch  public  notoriety  in 
Canada,  Ihould  have  been  fo  long 
with-held  from  them. 

A  warm  adtion  enfued,  and  was 
vigoroully  fupported  on  both  fides 
for  fome  hours ;  but  the  wind 
being  unfavourable,  fo  that  the 
fhip  Inflexible,  and  fome  other 
veffels  of  force  could  not  be  worked 
up  to  the  enemy,  the  weight  of 
the  adtion  fell  upon  the  fchooner 
Carleton  and  the  gun-boats,  which 
they  fuft^ined  with  the  greateft 
flrmnefs,  fuch  extraordinary  efforts 
of  refolution  being  difplayed  both 
by  men  and  officers,  as  merited 
and  received  the  higheft  applaufe 
from  their  commanders.  It  is  to 
be  prefumed,  that  when  fo  much 
praife  was  due  and  given  to  the 
condudl  and  valour  of  a  fuperior 
force  on  our  fide,  the  enemy  mult 
not  have  adted  their  part  amifs. 

The  detachment  belonging  to 
the  corps  of  artillery,  were  highly 
diftingulhed,  and  did  moft  effen- 
tial  fervice  in  the  gun-boats.  But 
the  fame  impediments  ftiil  conti¬ 
nuing,  which  prevented  their  being 
feconded  by  the  other  veffels.  Cap¬ 
tain  Pringle,  with  the  approbation 
of  the  General,  thought  it  necef- 
fary  for  the  prefen t,  to  withdraw 
thofe  that  were  engaged  from  the 
adtion.  At  the  approach  of  night, 
he  brought  the  whole  fleet  to  anchor 
in  a  line,  and  as  near  as  poflible  to 
the  enemy,  in  order  to  prevent 
their  retreat. 

In  this  engagement  the  bell 
fchooner  belonging  to  the  enemy 
was  burnt,  and  a  gondola  carrying 
three  or  four  guns  funk,  from 
whence  we  may  form  fome  reafon- 
able  conjecture  of  the  execution 

done 
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done  upon  their  other  vefTels. 
Being  now  fully  fenlible  of  their 
inferiority,  they  took  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  which  the  darknefs  of  the 
night  afforded,  of  endeavouring 
to  efcape  from  their  prefent  immi¬ 
nent  danger,  hoping  to  obtain 
fhelter  and  protection  at  Crown 
Point.  Arnold  concerted  and  exe¬ 
cuted  this  defign  with  ability, 
and  fortune  feemed  at  firft  fo 
favourable  to  his  purpofe,  that 
they  were  out  of  fight  by  the  next 
morning.  The  chace  being,  how¬ 
ever,  continued  without  inter- 
miffion  both  on  that  and  the  fuc- 
ceeding  day,  the  wind,  and  other 
circumflances  peculiar  to  the  navi¬ 
gation  of  the  Lake,  which  had 
been  at  firfl  in  favour  of  the  Ame¬ 
ricans,  became  at  length  otherwife, 
fo  that  they  were  overtaken  and 
brought  to  aCtion  a  few  leagues 
fhort  of  Crown  Point,  about  noon 
on  the  13th. 

A  very  warm  engagement  en- 
fued,  and  continued  about  two 
hours,  during  which  thofe  vefTels 
that  were  mod  a-head,  pufhed  on 
with  the  utmofl  fpeed,  and  palling 
Crown  Point,  efcaped  to  Ticon- 
deroga ;  but  two  gallies  and  five 
gondolas  which  remained  with 
Arnold  made  a  defperate  refinance. 
During  this  aCtion,  the  Wafh- 
ington  galley,  with  Waterburg,  a 
Brigadier  General,  and  the  fecond 
in  command,  on  board,  flruck,  and 
was  taken.  Arnold,  at  length, 
finding  it  was  impoflible  to  with- 
ftand  the  fuperiority  of  force,  fkill, 
and  weight  of  metal,  with  which 
he  was  overborne,  and  finding 
himfelf  but  ill  feconded  by  the 
Captains  of  fome  of  his  vefTels, 
determined  that  his  people  fhould 
not  become  prifoners,  nor  the 
vefTels  a  prey  to  the  enemy.  He 


executed  this  defign  with  equal 
refolution  and  dexterity,  and  run 
the  Congrefs  galley,  in  which  him¬ 
felf  was,  with  the  five  gondolas,  on 
fhore  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  land 
his  men  fafely  and  blow  up  the 
vefTels,  in  fpite  of  every  effort  that: 
was  ufed  to  prevent  both. 

Lofs  and  defeat  were  To  far  from 
producing  their  ufual  efFeCt  with. 
refpeCt  to  Arnold,  chat  his  conduCt 
in  this  command  raifed  his  cha¬ 
racter  ftill  higher  than  it  was  be¬ 
fore  with  his  countrymen.  They 
faid  that  he  not  only  aCted  the 
part  of  a  brave  foldier,  but  that  he 
alfo  amply  filled  that  of  an  able 
naval  commander.  That  the  moil 
experienced  feaman  could  not  have 
found  a  greater  variety  of  refources, 
by  the  dexterity  of  manoeuvre,  evo¬ 
lution,  and  the  molt  advantageous 
choice  of  fituation,  to  compenfate 
for  the  want  of  force,  than  he 
did  ;  that  when  his  vefTels  were 
torn  almoft  to  pieces,  he  retreated 
with  the  Tame  refolution  that  he 
fought,  and  by  the  happieft  and 
moll  critical  judgment,  prevented 
his  people  and  them  from  falling 
into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  But 
they  chiefly  gloried  in  the  dan¬ 
gerous  attention  he  paid  to  a  nice 
point  of  honour,  in  keeping  his 
flag  flying,  and  not  quitting  his 
galley  till  fhe  was  in  flames,  left 
the  enemy  fhould  have  boarded 
and  flruck  it. 

Thus  was  Lake  Champlain  re¬ 
covered,  and  the  enemy’s  force 
nearly  deflroyed,  a  galley,  and 
three  fmall  vefTels  being  all  that 
efcaped  to  Ticonderoga.  The 
enemy,  upon  the  rout  of  their 
fleet,  having  fet  fire  to  the  houfes, 
and  deflroyed  every  thing  which 
they  could  not  carry  off,  at  Crown. 
Point,  evacuated  that  place,  and 
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retired  to  their  main  body  at  be  obfllnate,  although  the  army 
Ticonderoga.  Gen.  Carleton  took  were  in  the  end  fdccefsful,  it  would 
poffeffion  of  the  ruins,  where  he  probably  thereby  be  fo  much  weak- 
was  foon  joined  by  the  army.  As  ened,  that  all  profped  of  advan- 
he  continued  there  till  towards  tage  in  the  future  campaign  would, 
the  eni  of  the  month,  and,  be-  in  a  great  meafure,  be  annihilated, 
fides  feveral  reconnoitring  parties.  The  difficulty,  perhaps  impoffibi- 
pufhed  on  at  one  time  flrong  de-  lity,  of  keeping  open  the  com- 
tachments  on  both  fides  of  the  munication  with  Canada,  and  fub- 
Lake,  who  approached  within  a  filling  the  army  during  the  winter, 
fmall  diflance  of  Ticonderoga,  at  was  obvious.  General  Carleton 
the  fame  time  that  veffels  appear-  therefore  reimbarked  the  army 
«d  within  cannon  (hot  of  the  without  making  any  attempt,  and 
works,  to  examine  the  nature  of  returning  to  Canada,  cantoned 
the  channel,  and  found  its  depth,  them  for  the  winter  in  the  bell 
little  doubt  can  be  entertained  manner  the  country  afforded, 
that  he  had  it  in  contemplation  to  It  is  fit  that  we  fhould  now  turn 
attempt  that  place.  The  ftrength  our  attention  to  the  important 
of  the  works,  the  difficulty  of  ap-  tranfa&ions  in  the  South.  We 
proach,  the  countenance  of  the  faw  towards  the  conclufion  of  the 
enemy,  and  the  ignorance  of  their  lafl  campaign,  that  Lord  Corn- 
number,  with  other  cogent  rea-  wallis  had  not  only  overrun  the 
fons,  prevented  this  defign  from  Jerfeys,  but  that  the  Delaware  was 
taking  place.  the  only  apparent  obtlacle,  which 

It  was  evident  that  this  poll  feemed  capable  of  retarding  the 
could  not  be  forced  in  its  prefent  progrefs  of  his  army,  in  the 
Hate,  without  a  very  confiderable  redu&ion  of  Philadelphia  and 
lofs  of  blood,  whilft  the  benefit  the  adjoining  provinces.  The 
arifing  from  fuccefs  would  be  com-  American  army  was  indeed  no 
paratively  nothing.  The  feafon  more.  It  is  faid  that  the  greatefl 
was  now  too  far  advanced  to  think  number  which  remained  embodied 
of  paffing  Lake  George,  and  of  did  r.ot  exceed  2500  or  3000  men. 
expofing  the  army  to  the  perils  of  This  was  all  that  remained  of  an 
a  winter  campaign,  in  the  inhof-  army,  which  at  the  opening  of  the 
pitable,  and  impracticable  wilds  campaign  amounted,  as  it  is  faid, 
to  the  fouthward.  As  Ticonde-  to  at  lead  twenty-five  thoufand. 
roga  could  not  be  kept  during  the  There  are  feme  who  reprefent  it 
winter,  the  moil  that  could  be  ex-  as  having  been  at  that  time  much 
peeled  from  fuccefs,  would  be  the  fironger*  The  term  of  their  en- 
reduflion  of  works,  more  indebt-  gagement  being  expired,  which, 
ed  to  nature  than  art  for  their  along  with  the  obligation  of  duty, 
dlrengtli,  and  perhaps  the  taking  difeharged  all  apprehenfion  of  dif- 
of  fame  cannon  ;  vyhilft  the  for-  grace,  there  was  no  keeping  to- 
*hner  would  be  reflo  ed,  and  the  gether,  at  the  heel  of  a  ruinous 
latter  replaced  by  the  enemy,  be-  campaign,  troops  broken  and  dif- 
fore  the  array  could  interrupt  their  piritecl,  equally  unaccuilomed  to 
proceedings  in  the  enfuing  ium-  fubordi nation,  and  to  a  long  ab- 
picr.  Bur.  if  the  defence  ihould  fence  from  their  countries  and  fa- 
...  •  •  *  milieso 
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milies.  Thofe  fmall  bodies,  who 
from  perfonal  attachment,  local 
circumftances,  or  a  fuperior  per- 
fcverance  and  bravery,  ftill  con¬ 
tinued  with  the  Generals  Wafh- 
ington  and  Lee,  were  too  incon- 
fiderable  in  force,  to  demand 
much  attention  on  the  one  fide,  or 
to  infpire  confidence  on  the  other  ; 
whilll  the  fupport  to  be  derived 
from  new  levies,  not  yet  formed, 
was  too  remote  and  precarious,  to 
afford  much  prefent  confolation  to 
the  Americans- 

-r,  .  In  this  critical  fitua- 

Dec-  '3th-  tion  of  their  affairs, 
the  capture  of  Gen.  Lee  feemed  to 
render  them  dill  more  hopelefs. 
That  officer,  at  the  head  of  all  the 
men  which  he  could  colleCt  or 
keep  together,  being  on  his  march 
to  join  General  Washington,  who 
had  afiembled  the  Penfylvania  mi¬ 
litia  to  fecure,  the  banks  of  the 
Delaware,  was,  from  the  diftance 
of  the  Britifh  cantonments,  be¬ 
trayed  into  a  fatal  fecurity,  by 
which,  in  croffing  the.  upper  part 
of  New  Jerfey  from  the  North 
river,  he  fixed  his  quarters,  and 
lay  carelefsly  guarded,  at  fome  di¬ 
ftance  from  the  main  body.  The 
operation  of  zeal,  or  defire  of 
reward  in  an  inhabitant,  having 
communicated  this  fituation  to  Col. 
Harcourt,  who  commanded  the 
light  horfe,  and  had  then  made  a 
defultory  excurfion  at  the  head  of 
a  fmall  detachment  to  obferve  the 
motions  of  that  body,  he  conduct¬ 
ed  his  meafures  with  fuch  addrefs 
and  activity,  and  they  were  fo  well 
feconded  by  the  boldnefs  and  ra¬ 
pidity  of  motion  which  diftinguifh 
that  corps,  that  the  guard  was 
evaded,  the  centries  feized  without 
noife,  the  quarters  forced,  and 
Lee  carried  off,  though  all  that 


part  of  the  country  was  in  his 
favour,  and  that  feveral  guarded 
pofts,  and  armed  patrols,  lay  in 
the  way. 

The  making  of  a  fingle  officer 
prifoner,  in  other  circumftances, 
would  have  been  a  matter  of  little 
moment;  but  in  the  prefent  ftate 
of  the  raw  American  forces,  where 
a  general  deficiency  of  military 
fkill  prevailed,  and  the  inexpe¬ 
rience  of  the  officers  was  even  a 
greater  grievance  than  the  lack  of 
difcipline  in  the  foldiers,  the  lofs 
of  a  commander,  whofe  fpirit  of 
enterprize  was  direCled  by  great 
knowledge  in  his  profeffion  ac¬ 
quired  by  aCtual  fervice,  was  of 
the  utmoit  importance,  and  the 
more  diftreffing,  as  there  was  little 
room  to  hope  it  could  be  foon 
fupplied. 

The  rejoicing  in  Great  Britain 
on  this  occafion  was  equal  at  leaft 
to  the  dejeCtion  of  the  Americans. 
It  was  conjectured,  that  fome  per¬ 
fonal  animofities  between  this  Ge¬ 
neral  and  feveral  officers  in  the 
army,  as  well  as  perfons  of  power 
at  court,  contributed  not  a  little 
to  the  triumph  and  exultation  of 
that  time. 

The  capture  of  Gen.  Lee  was 
alfo  attended  with  a  circumftance, 
which  has  fince  been  productive 
of  much  inconvenience  to  both, 
fides,  and  of  much  calamity  to  in¬ 
dividuals.  A  cartel,  or  fomething 
of  that  nature,  had  fome  time  be¬ 
fore  been  eftablifhed  for  the  ex¬ 
change  of  prifoners  between  the 
Generals  Howe  and  Waffiington, 
which  had  hitherto  been  carried 
into  execution,  fo  far  as  time  and 
other  circumftances  would  admit. 
As  Lee  was  particularly  obnoxious 
to  government,  it  was  faid,  and  is 
fuppofed,  that  Gen.  Howe  was 
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tied  down  b.  his  inilru&ions  from 
parting  wh  h  him  upon  any  terms, 
if  b  Gnune  of  war  ffiould  hrcvv 
iiim  into  his  power.  Gen.  Walh- 
ington  :nOt  ha  mg*  at  this  time  any 
prifoner  of  equa*  rank  with  Lee, 
propo fed  to  exchange  fix  field 
offic  ers  for  him,-  the 'n timber  being 
intended  to 'balance  tha  djfparity; 
or  if  this  Was  not  accepted,  he 
required  that  he  ihould  be  treated 
and  coniidered  fuitably  to  his  Na¬ 
tion,  according  to  the  pra&ice 
eftabUihe.d  among  pcbihed  nations, 
and  the  precedent  already  let  by 
the  Americans  in  regard  to  the 
Britifh  officers  in  their  hands,  un¬ 
til  an  opportunity  offered  for  a 
direct  and  equal  exchange. 

To  this  it  was  arrfwered,  that 
as  Mr.  Lee  was  a  deierter  from  his 
Majefiy’s  fervice,  he  was  not  to 
be  coniidered  as  a  prifoner  of  war, 
that  he  did  not  at  all  come  with¬ 
in  the  conditions  of  the  cartel,, 
nor  com  Id  he  receive  any  of  its 
benefits.  This  brought  on  a  fruir- 
lefs  difeuffibn,  whether  Gen.  Lee, 
who  had  refigned  his  half  pay  at 
the  beginning  of  the  troubles, 
could  be  considered  as  a  deferter, 
or  whether  he  could  with  juftice 
be  excluded  from  the  general  be¬ 
nefits  of  a  cartel,  in  which  no 
particular  exception  of  perfon  had 
been  made;  the  affirmative  in 
both  thefe  pofitions  being  treated 
by  Wafhington  with  the  utmofi:  in¬ 
dignation.  r 

In  the  mean  time  Lee  was  con¬ 
fined  in  the  doled:  manner,  being 
watched  and  guarded  with  all  that 
ffriftnefs  and  jealoufy,  which  a 
Hate  criminal  of  the  firfi:  magni¬ 
tude  could  have  experienced  in 
the  moft  dangerous  political  con- 
jundiure.  This  concluft  not  only 
j/ufpended  the  operation  of  the 

A  y  ' 
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cartel,  but  induced  retaliation- on 
the  othe;  fide,  and  Colonel  Camp¬ 
bell,  who  had  hitherto  enjoyed 
every  degree  of  liberty  confident 
with  Ids  condition,  and  had  been 
treated  v:  h  great  humanity  by  the 
peop  of  Boflon,  was  now  thrown 
in co  a  dungeon,  and  treated  with 
a  •  gour  equal  to  the  indulgence 
ne  had  before  experienced.  Thofe 
officers  who  were  prisoners  in  the 
fouthe-n  colonies,  though  not 
treated  with  equal  rigour,  were, 
however,  abridged  of  their  parole 
liberty,  and  deprived  of  other 
comforts  and  Lrlsfaftions,  which 
had  hitherto  rendered  their  condi¬ 
tion  uncommonly  eaiy.  It  was 
at  the  fame  time  declared,  that 
their  future  treatment  Ihould  in 
every  degree  be  regulated  by  that 
which  Gen.  Lee  experienced,  and 
that  their  perfons  ffiould  be  an- 
fvverable,  in  the  utmoft  extent,  for 
any  violence  that  was  offered  to 
him.  -  *  1 

This  was  not  the  only  inftance 
in  which  the  Congrefs  manifefted 
a  firm  and  undaunted  refolution. 
In  rhe  midft  of  the  dangers  with 
which  they  were  environed,  far 
from  giving  way  to  any  thing  like 
unconditional  fubrmffioh,  they 
made  no  overtures  towards  any 
kind  of  accommodation.  On  the 
other  fide  none  were  made  to  them. 
They  prepared  to  renew  the  war, 
and  to  repair  their  flattered  forces 
with  all  diligence.  They  were 
now  convinced  of  the  inefficacy  of 
temporary  armies,  engaged  only 
for  a  fliort  term,  and  calculated 
merely  to  repel  a  bidden  mvafion, 
when  oppofed  to  the  conftant  war 
of  a  powerful  enemy,  and  the  in- 
ceffant  efforts  of  regular  forces.  It 
could  never  be  hoped,  with  new 
men  thus  changed  every  year,  to 

make 
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make  any  effe&ual  ftand  againft 
veteran  troops,  and  their  prefent 
critical  fituation  afforded  too  a- 
larming  an  experience,  of  the  fa¬ 
tal  confequences  which  might  at¬ 
tend  that  period  of  utter  imbeci¬ 
lity,  between  the  extin&ion  of  the 
old  army,  and  the  eftablilhment  of 
the  new.  To  guard  againft  this 
evil  in  future,  which  could  not  be 
remedied  for  theprefent,  theyiffued 
orders  about  the  middle  of  Septem¬ 
ber,  for  the  levying  of  88  batta¬ 
lions,  the  foldiers  being  bound  by 
the  terms  of  enliftment  to  ferve 
during  the  continuance  of  the  war. 

The  number  of  battalions  which 
each  colony  was  by  this  ordinance 
appointed  to  raife  and  fupport, 
may  be  confidered  as  a  pretty 
exadl  political  fcale  of  their  com¬ 
parative  ftrength,  framed  by  thofe 
who  were  intereited  in  its  correft- 
nefs,  and  well  acquainted  with 
their  refpedtive  circumftances. 
Maffachfett’s  Bay  and  Virginia 
were  the  higheft  on  this  fcale,  be¬ 
ing  to  furnifh  15  battalions  each  ; 
Penfylvania  came  next,  and  was 
rated  at  twelve;  North  Carolina 
9,  Connecticut  and  Maryland  8 
each.  New  York,  and  the  Jerfeys, 
the  latter  confidered  as  one  go¬ 
vernment,  were,  in  confequence 
of  their  prefent  fituation,  fet  no 
higher  than  4  battalions  each. 

The  liberality  of  the  Congrefs 
in  its  encouragement  to  the  troops, 
was  proportioned  to  the  neceffity 
of  fpeedily  compleating  the  new 
army.  Befides  a  bounty  of  twenty 
dollars  to  each  foldier  at  the  time 
of  enlifting,  lands  were  to  be 
allotted  at  the  end  of  the  war  to 
the  furvivors,  and  to  the  reprefen- 
tatives  of  all  who  were  flain  in 
aClion,  in  different  ftated  propor¬ 
tions,  from  500  acres,  the  allot¬ 


ment  of  a  Colonel,  to  150,  which 
was  that  of  an  Enfign  ;  the  pri¬ 
vate  men,  and  non-commiffioned 
officers,  were  to  have  100  acres 
each.  As  a  bar  to  the  thoughtlefs- 
nefs  and  prodigality  incident  to 
foldiers,  and  to  prevent  the  mod 
worthlefs  and  undeferving  from 
obtaining  for  trifles,  thofe  rewards 
due  to  the  brave  for  their  blood 
and  fervices,  all  thefe  lands  were 
rendered  unalienable  during  the 
war,  no  affignment  or  transfer  be¬ 
ing  to  be  admitted  at  its  conclufion. 

The  Congrefs  had  before,  as  an 
encouragement  to  their  forces  by 
fea  and  land,  decreed  that  all  offi¬ 
cers,  foldiers,  and  feamen,  who 
were  or  might  be  difabled  in 
a&ion,  ffiould  receive,  during  life, 
one  half  of  the  monthly  pay  to 
which  they  were  entitled  by  their 
rank  in  the  fervice,  at  the  time  of 
meeting  with  the  misfortune.  Not- 
withllanding  thefe  encouragements, 
it  fsems  as  if  the  condition  of 
ferving  during  the  indefinite  term 
of  the  continuance  of  the  war, 
was  not  generally  agreeable,  to  a 
people  fo  little  accuftomed  to  any 
kind  of  fubordination  or  reftraint; 
fo  that  in  the  month  of  November, 
the  Congrefs  found  it  neceflary  to 
admit  of  another  mode  of  enlift- 
ment  for  the  term  of  three  years, 
the  foldiers  under  this  compact  re¬ 
ceiving  the  fame  bounty  in  money 
with  the  others,  but  being  cut  out 
from  any  allotment  of  lands. 

With  all  thefe  encouragements 
given  by  the  Congrefs,  the  bufi- 
nefs  of  recruiting  went  on,  how¬ 
ever,  but  heavily;  and  it  mult 
not  be  imagined,  that  the  army 
adlually  raifed,  did  at  any  time 
bear  any  proportion  in  effective 
men  to  that  which  was  voted. 

The  holding  out  a  promife  of 

lands 
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lands  as  an  inducement  to  fill  up 
their  armies,  was  probably  in¬ 
tended  to  counteract  the  effedt  of 
a  fimilar  meafure  which  had  feme 
time  before  been  adopted  on  the 
tide  of  the  crown,  large  grants 
of  "vacant  lands*  to  be  diftributed 
at  the  ciofe  of  the  troubles,  hav¬ 
ing  been  promifed  in  its  name  to 
the  Highland  emigrants,  and  feme 
other  new  troops  railed  in  Ame¬ 
rica,  as  a  reward  for  their  expell¬ 
ed  zeal  and  loyalty  in  the  re¬ 
duction  of  the  rebellious  colonies. 
A  meafure  which  tended  more  to 
increafe  and  excite  the  animoffty 
of  the  people,  than  any  other 
perhaps  which  could  have  been 
propofed  in  the  prefen t  circum- 
jftances.  For  they  univerfally  con¬ 
sidered  the  term  vacant,  ns  ffg- 
nifying  forfeited,  which  being  an 
effedt  of  the  treafon  laws  yet  un¬ 
known  in  America,  excited  the 
greater  horror ;  the  people  being 
well  aware  from  the  experience  of 
other  countries,  that  if  the  fvveets 
of  forfeiture  were  once  tailed,  it 
would  be  equally  happy  and  un- 
ufual,  if  any  other  limits,  than 
thofe  which  nature  had  affigned  to 
their  pefleffions,  could  rellrain  its 
operation. 

The  annual  fuppiies  raifed  in 
the  d  fferent  colonies  by  their  re- 
fpefliye  affemblies,  being  infuffi- 
cien^  to  provide  for  the  extraor¬ 
dinary  expences  of  fo  large  an 
army,  together  with  the  other  nu¬ 
merous  contingencies,  infeparable 
from  fuch  a  war,  the  Congrefs 
found  it  neccfiary  to  negociate  a 
loan  to  anfwer  thefe  purpofes. 
They  accordingly  paffed  a  refolu- 
tion  to  borrow  five  millions  of 
dollars,  at  an  intereff  of  four  per 
cent,  tire  faith  of  the  united  Hates 
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being  pledged  to  the  lenders  for 
the  payment  both  of  principal  and 

intereff. 

As  the  fituation  of  their  affairs 
became  extremely  critical,  and 
the  prefervation  of  Philadelphia  to 
all  appearance  hopelefs,  at  the 
time  that  Lord  Cornwallis  had 
overrun  the  Jerfeys,  and  that  the 
Britifh  forces  had  taken  pofleflion 
of  the  towns  and  polls  on  the  De¬ 
laware,  the  Congrefa  ^ 
publilhed  an  addrefs  CC’  IoS:n‘' 
to  the  people  in  genera],  but  more 
particularly  to  thofe  of  Penfylvania 
and  the  adjacent  Hates.  The  ge¬ 
neral  objects 'of  this  piece,  were 
to  awaken  the  attention  of  the 
people,  remove  their  defpondency, 
renew  their  hopes  and  fpirits,  and 
confirm  their  intentions  of  fup- 
porting  the  war,  by  (hewing  that 
no  other  meaqs  were  left  for  the 
prefervation  of  thofe  rights  and 
liberties  for  which  they  originally 
contended.  But  it  was  particu¬ 
larly  and  immediately  intended 
to  forward  the  completion  of  the 
new  army,  and  to  call  out  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  the  neighbouring 
countries  to  the  defence  of  Phila¬ 
delphia. 

For  thefe  purpofes  they  enume¬ 
rated  the  caufes  of  the  troubles, 
the  fuppofed  grievances  they  had 
endured,  the  late  oppreffive  laws 
which  had  been  paffed  againff 
them,  dwelt  much  upon  the  con¬ 
tempt  with  which  all  their  peti¬ 
tions  and  applications  for  redrefs 
had  been  treated  ;  and  tofhew  that 
no  alternative  but  war,  or  a  tame 
refignation  of  all  that  could  be 
dear  to  mankind  remained,  they 
afferted,  that  even  the  boaffed 
Commiffioners  for  giving  peace  to 
America  had  not  offered,  nor  did 
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yet  offer,  any  terms  but  pardon 
on  abfolute  fubmifflon.  From  this 
detail  and  thefe  premifes,  they  de¬ 
duced  the  neceffity  of  the  adl  of 
independency,  afferting,  that  it 
would  have  been  impoffible  for 
them  to  have  defended  their  rights 
againft  fo  powerful  an  aggreffor, 
aided  by  large  armies  of  foreign 
mercenaries,  or  to  have  obtained 
that  afliHance  from  other  Hates 
which  was  abfolutely  neceffary  to 
their  prefervation,  whilH  they  ac¬ 
knowledged  the  fovereignty,  and 
confeffed  themfelves  the  fubje&s  of 
that  power,  againfl  which  they  had 
taken  up  arms,  and  were  engaged 
in  fo  cruel  a  war. 

They  boafted  of  the  fuccefs  that 
had  in  general  attended  their  caufe 
and  exertions,  contending  that  the 
prefent  Hate  of  weaknefs  and  dan¬ 
ger,  did  not  proceed  from  any 
capital  lofs,  defeat,  or  from  any 
defeft  of  valour  in  their  troops, 
but  merely  from  the  expiration  of 
the  term  of  thofe  fhort  enliftments, 
which  had  in  the  beginning  been 
adopted  from  an  attention  to  the 
eafe  of  the  people.  They  allured 
them  that  foreign  Hates  had  al¬ 
ready  rendered  them  effential 
fervices,  and  had  given  the  moH 
pofitive  a  flu  ranees  of  further  aid. 
And  they  excited  the  indignation 
and  animoflty  of  the  people,  by 
expatiating  upon  the  unrelenting, 
cruel,  and  inhuman  manner,  in 
which,  they  faid,  the  war  was  car¬ 
ried  on,  not  only  by  the  auxilia¬ 
ries,  but  even  by  the  Britifh  forces 
themfelves. 

Complaints  of  this  kind  held  a 
diflinguifhed  place  in  all  the  Ame¬ 
rican  publications  of  that  time. 
Some  of  them,  indeed,  contained 
nothing  elfe  but  details  of  rapes, 
rapine, cruelty  and  murder.  Though 
thefe  accounts  were  undoubtedly 
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highly  exaggerated,  it  is,  however, 
to  be  apprehended,  that  too  much, 
room  was  afforded  for  complaints 
of  that  nature.  The  odium  be¬ 
gan  with  the  Heflians,  and  has 
fince  Huck  clofely  to  them,  though 
the  Britifh  troops  were  far  from 
efcaping  a  ihare  of  the  imputation. 
The  former,  naturally  fierce  and 
cruel,  ignorant  of  any  rights  but 
thofe  of  depotifm,  and  of  any 
manners,  but  thofe  eflablifhed 
within  the  narrow  precindt  of  their 
own  government,  were  incapable 
of  forming  any  diflindlion  between, 
ravaging  and  deHroying  an  ene¬ 
my’s  country,  where  no  prefent 
benefit  was  intended  but  plunder, 
nor  no  future  advantage  expected 
but  that  of  weakening  the  foe, 
and  the  reducing  of  a  malecon- 
tent  people,  (who,  though  in  a 
Hate  of  rebellion,  were  Hill  to  be 
reclaimed,  not  deflroyed)  to  a  due 
fenfe  of  obedience  to  their  lawful 
fovereign. 

It  has  been  faid,  that  in  order 
to  reconcile  them  to  fo  new  and 
flrange  an  adventure,  fome  idea 
had  been  held  out  to  them  in 
Germany,  that  they  fhould  obtain 
large  portions  of  the  lands  which 
they  were  to  conquer  in  America, 
and  that thisnotion, however abfurd, 
made  them  at  firft  confider  the  an¬ 
cient  pofleflors  as  their  natural  ene¬ 
mies;  but  that  when  they  found 
their  error,  they  confldered  the 
moveable  plunder  of  the  country, 
not  only  as  a  matter  of  right,  but 
an  inadequate  recompence  for  un¬ 
dertaking  fuch  a  voyage,  and  en¬ 
gaging  in  fuch  a  war. 

Military  rapine  may  be  eafily 
accounted  for  without  any  recourfe 
to  fuch  a  deception.  It  had  been 
obferved  from  the  beginning,  that 
the  moH  mortal  antipathy  fubflfled 
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between  the  Americans  and  Hef- 
fians.  The  former,  contending 
themfelves  for  freedom,  and  filled 
with  the  higheft  notions  of  the  na¬ 
tural  rights  of  mankind,  regarded 
with  equal  contempt  and  abhor¬ 
rence,  a  people,  whom  they  con- 
fidered  as  the  moft  fordid  of  all 
mercenary  Haves,  in  thus  refigning 
all  their  faculties  to  the  will  of  a 
petty  defpoE,  and  becoming  the 
ready  inftruments  of  a  cruel  tyran¬ 
ny.  They  reproached  them  with 
the  highefl  polfible  degree  of  moral 
turpitude,  in  thus  engaging  in  a 
dorneftic  quarrel,  in  which  they 
had  nither  intereft  or  concern,  and 
quitting  their  homes  in,  the  old 
world  to  butcher  a  people  in  the 
new,  from  whom  they  never  had 
received  the  fmalieft  injury;  but 
who,  on  the  contrary,  had  for  a 
century  pall  afforded  an  hofpita- 
ble  afylum  to  their  harraifed  and 
opprelfed  countrymen,  who  had 
fled  in  multitudes  to  efcape  from  a 
tyranny,  fimilar  to  that  under 
which  thefe  were  now  acting,  and 
to  enjoy  the  bleffings  of  a  liberty 
moft  generoully  held  out  to  them, 
of  which  thefe  mercenaries  would 
impioufly  bereave  the  German  as 
well  as  Englilh  Americans. 

Such  fentiments,  and  fuch  re¬ 
proaches,  did  not  fail  to  increafe 
their  natural  ferocity  and  rapaciouf- 
uefs ;  and  it  is  laid  that  they  con¬ 
tinued  in  a  courfe  of  plunder,  un¬ 
til  they  at  length  became  fo  encum¬ 
bered  and  loaded  with  fpoil,  and 
fo  anxious  for  its  prefervation,  that 
it  grew  to  be  a  great  impediment 
to  their  military  operations. 

However  difagreeable  this  con- 
si  u&  was,  and  contrary  to  the  na- 
re  of  the  Britifh  commanders, 
was  an  evil  not  eafily  to  be  re*- 
edied.  They  could  not  venture 
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to  hazard  the  fuccefs  of  the  war* 
in  fo  dillant  a  fituation,  and  fuch 
precarious  and  critical  circum- 
llances,  by  quarrelling  with  auxi¬ 
liaries  who  were  nearly  as  nu¬ 
merous  and  powerful  as  their  own 
forces.  Allowances  were  necelfa- 
rily  to  be  made  for  a  difference  of 
manners,  opinions,  and  even  ideas 
of  military  rules  and  fervice. 
Without  opening  any  general 
ground  of  diflike  or  quarrel,  it  re¬ 
quired  all  the  conftancy,  and  all 
that  admirable  equanimity  of  tem¬ 
per  which  dillinguilh  General 
Howe’s  character,  to  reftrain  the 
operation  of  thofe  picques,  jealou- 
lies,  and  aniraofities,  the  eifedts  of 
national  pride,  emulation,  and  a 
difference  of  manners,  which  no 
wifdom  could  prevent  from  fpring- 
ing  up  in  the  two  armies. 

It  was  fparcely  poffible  that  the 
devaftation  and  disorders  pradtifed 
by  the  Heffians,  Ihould  not  operate 
in  fome  degree  in  their  example 
upon  the  Britifh  troops  It  would 
have  been  difficult  to  have  punilh- 
ed  enormities  on  the  one  fide, 
which  were  pradtifed  without  re- 
ferve  or  apprehenlion  on  the  other. 
Every  fuccefsful  deviation  from 
order  and  difcipline  in  war,  is 
certainly  and  fpeedily  followed  by 
others  Hill  greater.  No  relaxation 
can  take  place  in  either  without 
the  moft  ruinous  confequences. 
The  foldier,  who  at  firlt  Ihrinks 
at  trifling  exceffes,  will  in  a  little 
time,  if  they  pafs  without  queftion, 
proceed,  without  helitation,  to  the 
greated  enormities. 

From  hence  fprung  the  clamour 
railed  in  America  of  the  defolation 
which  was  fpread  through  the 
Jerfeys,  and  which  by  taking  in 
friends  and  moderate  men,  as  well 
as  enemies,  did  great  injury  to 
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the  royal  caufe,  uniting  the  latter 
more  firmly,  and  urging  to  acti¬ 
vity,  or  detaching,  many  of  the 
former.  Nor  could  the  effeCt  be 
confined  to  the  immediate  fufferers; 
the  exaggerated  details  which  were 
publifhed  of  thefe  enormities, 
ferving  to  imbitter  the  minds  of 
men  exceedingly  through  all  the 
colonies.  Thefe  accounts  being 
alfo  tranfmitted  to  Europe,  feemed 
in  fome  degree  to  affeCt  our  nati¬ 
onal  character  ;  in  France  particu¬ 
larly,  where  the  people  in  general, 
through  the  whole  courfe  of  this 
conteft,  have  been  ftrongly  Ameri¬ 
can,  they  were  readily  received 
and  willingly  credited.  Among 
other  enormities  which  received 
the  cenfure  of  our  neighbours  in 
that  country,  the  deftruCtion  of 
the  public  library  at  Trenton,  and 
of  the  college  and  library  at 
Princetown,  together  with  a  cele¬ 
brated  orrery  made  by  Rittenhoufe, 
faid  to  be  the  belt  and  fined  in  the 
world,  were  brought  as  charges  of 
a  Gothic  barbarity,  which  waged 
war  even  with  literature  and  the 
fciences. 

In  about  a  month  after  the  tak¬ 
ing  of  New  York,  the  inhabitants 
of  that  city  and  ifland  prefented  a 
petition  to  Lord  and  General  Howe, 
the  commiffioners  for  reftoring 
peace  to  the  colonies,  figned  by 
Daniel  Horfemanden,  Oliver  De 
Lancy,  and  946  others,  declaring 
their  allegiance,  and  their  acknow¬ 
ledgement  of  the  Conjiitutional  Su¬ 
premacy  of  Great  Britain  over  the 
colonies ;  and  praying,  that  in 
purfuance  of  the  former  declara¬ 
tions  iflued  by  the  Commiffioners, 
that  city  and  county  might  be  re- 
flored  to  his  Majelty’s  peace  and 
prote&ion. 

This  petition  to  the  Commiffi* 


oners  was  followed  by  another  to 
the  fame  purpofe,  from  the  free¬ 
holders  and  inhabitants  of  Queen’s 
County  in  Long  Ifland.  It  was 
obferved  of  thefe  petitions,  that 
the  acknowledgment  of  the  Con- 
flitutional  Supremacy  in  one,  and 
of  the  Conftitutional  Authority  of 
Great  Britain  in  the  other,  were 
very  guardedly  expreffed,  all  men¬ 
tion  of  parliament  being  omitted, 
and  the  great  queftion  of  uncon¬ 
ditional  fubmiffion  left  totally  at 
large.  It  is  alfo  remarkable,  that 
though  the  inhabitants  of  York 
Ifland  and  Queen’s  County,  be- 
fides  raifing  a  confiderable  body  of 
troops  for  the  King’s  fervice,  and 
eflablifhing  a  ftrong  militia  for  the 
common  defence,  had  given  every 
other  teflimony  of  their  loyalty 
which  could  be  expe&ed  or  wifhed, 
yet  thefe  petitions  were  not  attend¬ 
ed  to,  nor  were  they  reftored  to 
thofe  rights  which  they  expe&ed 
in  confequence  of  the  declarations, 
as  well  as  of  the  late  law  for  the 
appointment  of  Commiffioners. 

The  critical  fituation  of  Phila¬ 
delphia,  which  a  night  or  two’s 
froft  would  have  laid  open  to  the 
Britifh  forces,  obliged  the  Con- 
grefs,  about  the  clofe  of  the  year, 
to  confult  their  own  fafety  by  re¬ 
tiring  to  Baltimore,  in  Maryland. 
In  this  flate  of  external  danger, 
the  diffentions  which  fprung  up 
among  themfelves  were  not  lefs 
alarming  to  the  Americans.  We 
have  formerly  fhewn  that  the  de¬ 
claration  of  independency  had  met 
with  a  ftrong  oppofition  in  Phila¬ 
delphia,  not  only  from  thofe  who 
were  called  orconfidered  as  Tories, 
but  from  many,  who  in  all  other 
matters  had  been  among  the  moft 
forward  in  oppofing  the  claims  of 
the  crown  and  parliament.  The 
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carrying  of  the  queftion  by  a  great 
majority  throughout  the  province, 
was  far  from  leffening  the  bitternefs 
of  thofe  who  oppofed  it,  amongft 
whom  were  molt  of  the  Quakers,  a 
great  and  powerfd  body  in  that 
colony  ;  fothat  the  difcontented  in 
this  bulinefs,  forgetting  in  the 
prefent  their  ancient  animofity, 
with  all  its  operating  caufes,  coa- 
lefced  with  the  Tories  or  loyalilts, 
whom  they  had  formerly  perfe- 
cuted,  and  confidered  as  betrayers, 
and  inveterate  enemies  of  their 
country,  thus  compofing  all  toge¬ 
ther  a  very  formidable  party. 

In  confequenceof  this  diffendon, 
and  of  the  ill  fuccefs  of  the  rebel¬ 
lious  arms  during  the  greater  part 
of  the  campaign,  which  difpofed 
many  to  look  to  their  fafety,  a  Mr. 
Galloway,  the  family  of  Allens, 
with  other  leading  men,  either  in 
Penfylvania  or  the  Jerfeys,  fome 
of  whom  had  been  members  of  the 
Congrefs,  fled  to  the  Commiffion- 
ers  at  New  York,  to  claim  the  be¬ 
nefits  of  the  general  pardon  which 
had  been  offered  ;  expelling,  as 
matters  then  flood,  to  return  fpee- 
dily  home  in  triumph.  Thefe 
were,  however,  much  lefs  trouble- 
fome  and  dangerous  to  the  Ameri¬ 
cans,  than  thofe  who  kept  their 
ground,  who  were  fo  numerous  and 
powerful,  that  upon  the  approach 
of  the  Britilh  forces  to  the  Dela¬ 
ware,  they  prevented  the  order  for 
fortifying  the  city  of  Philadelphia 
from  being  carried  into  execution. 
This  eccentric  and  alarming  move¬ 
ment  in  the  feat  of  life  and  adion, 
obliged  General  Walhington,  weak 
as  he  was,  to  detach  three  regi¬ 
ments,  under  the  command  of  Lord 
Stirling,  efiedually  to  quell  the 
oppofuion  of  that  party,  and  to 
give  efficacy  to  the  meafure  of  for¬ 


tifying  the  city.  This  decifive 
condud  anfwered  all  its  purpofes, 
except  that  of  fortifying  the  city, 
a  defign  which  feems  to  have  been 
abandoned  as  not  pradicable,  or 
not  neceffary  at  that  time. 

As  the  feafon  grew  too  fevere  to 
keep  the  field,  and  the  frofts  were 
not  yet  fufficiently  fet  in  for  the 
paffage  of  the  Delaware,  it  became 
neceffary  towards  the  middle  of 
December  to  put  the  Britifh  and 
auxiliary  forces  under  cover.  They 
were  accordingly  thrown  into 
great  cantonments,  forming  an 
extenfive  chain  from  Brunfwick  on 
the  Rariton  to  the  Delaware,  oc¬ 
cupying  not  only  the  towns,  ports, 
and  villages,  which  came  within  a 
liberal  defcription  of  that  line, 
but  thofe  alfo  on  the  banks  of  the 
Delaware  for  feveral  miles,  fo  that 
the  latter  compofed  a  front  at  the 
end  of  the  line,  which  looked  over 
to  Penfylvania. 

Things  were  now  in  fuch  a  fix¬ 
ation,  that  there  feemed  to  be  as 
little  probability  of  interrupting  the 
defigns,  or  endangering  the  fecu- 
rity  on  the  one  fide,  as  of  renew¬ 
ing  the  fpirit,  or  retrieving  the 
weaknefs,  on  the  other.  In  this 
ftate  of  affairs,  a  bold  and  fpirited 
enterprize,  which  fhewed  more  of 
brilliancy  than  real  effed  in  its  firft 
appearance,  became  capable  in  its 
confequences  of  changing  in  a  great 
meafure  the  whole  fortune  of  the 
war.  Such  extraordinary  effeds  do 
fmall  events  produce,  in  that  laft 
and  moil  uncertain  of  human  de- 
cifions. 

Colonel  Rail,  a  brave  and  ex¬ 
perienced  officer,  was  fiationed 
with  a  brigade  of  Heffians,  confiff- 
ingof  three  battalions,  with  a  few 
Britilh  light-horfe,  and  50  chaf- 
leurs,  amounting  in  the  whole  to 
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14  or  1500  men,  at  Trenton,  up¬ 
on  the  Delaware,  being  the  highed 
pod  which  the  royal  army  accupied 
upon  that  river.  Colonel  Donop, 
with  another  brigade,  lay  at  Bor- 
dentown,  a  few  miles  lower  down 
the  river;  and  at  Burlington, 
dill  lower,  and  within  twenty 
miles  of  Philadelphia,  a  third 
body  was  polled.  The  corps  at 
Trenton,  as  well  as  the  others, 
partly  from  the  knowledge  they 
had  of  the  weaknefs  of  the  enemy, 
and  partly  from  the  contempt  in 
which  they  held  him,  confidered 
themfelves  in  as  perfect  a  ilate  of 
fecurity,  as  if  they  had  been  upon 
garrifon  duty  in  their  own  coun¬ 
try,  in  a  time  of  the  profounded 
peace.  It  is  faid,  and  feems  pro¬ 
bable,  that  this  fuppofed  fecurity, 
increafed  that  licence  and  laxity  of 
dilcipline,  of  which  we  have  before 
taken  notice,  and  produced  an  in¬ 
attention  to  the  pofiibility  of  a 
furprize,  which  no  fuccefsof  fitua- 
tion  can  jufiify  in  the  vicinity  of 
an  enemy,  however  weak  or  con¬ 
temptible. 

Thefe  circumllances,  if  they 
really  e-xifted,  feem  not  to  have 
efcaped  the  vigilance  of  General 
Walhington.  But,  cxclufive  of 
thefe,  he  fully  law  and  compre¬ 
hended  the  danger  to  which  Phila¬ 
delphia  and  the  whole  province 
would  be  inevitably  expofed,  as 
foon  as  the  Delaware  was  thorough¬ 
ly  covered  with  ice,  if  the  enemy, 
by  retaining  polfelhon  of  the  oppo- 
fite  Ihcre,  were  at  hand  to  profit 
of  that  circumltance,  whilll  he  was 
utterly  incapable  of  oppofing  them 
in  the  field. 

To  ward  off  this  danger,  he  with 
equal  boldnefs  and  ability  formed 
a  defign  to  prevent  the  enemy,  by 
beating  up  their  quarters  ;  intend¬ 
ing  to  remedy  the  deficiency  of 


force  by  the  manner  of  applying 
it  ;  by  bringing  it  nearly  to  a 
point;  and  by  attacking  unex¬ 
pectedly  and  feparately  thofe  bo¬ 
dies  which  he  could  not  venture  to 
encounter  if  united.  If  the  defign 
fucceeded  only  in  part,  it  might, 
however,  induce  the  enemy  to  con- 
trad  their  cantonments,  and  to 
quit  the  vicinity  of  the  river,  when 
they  found  it  was  not  a  fufficient 
barrier  to  cover  their  quarters  from 
infult  and  danger;  thus  obtaining 
that  fecurity  for  Philadelphia, 
which,  at  prefent,  was  the  princi¬ 
pal  objed  of  his  attention. 

For  this  purpofe.  General  Walh¬ 
ington  took  the  necefTary  meafures 
for  aiTembling  his  forces  (which 
confided  moftly  of  drafts  from  the 
militia  of  Penfylvania  and  Virgi¬ 
nia)  in  three  divifions,  each  of 
which  was  to  arrive  at  its  appointed 
flation  on  the  Delaware,  as  foon 
after  dark,  and  with  as  little  noife, 
as  polfible,  on  the  night  of  Chrift- 
mas  day.  Two  of  thefe  divifions 
were  under  the  command  of  the 
Generals  Erwing  and  Cadwalla- 
der,  the  fird  of  which  was  to  pafs 
the  river  at  Trenton  Ferry,  about 
a  mile  below  the  town,  and  the 
other  dill  lower  towards  Borden- 
town.  The  principal  body  was 
commanded  by  Mr.  Walhington 
in  perfon,  aflilted  by  the  Generals 
Sullivan  and  Green,  and  confided 
of  about  2500  men,  provided  with 
a  train  of  20  fmall  brafs  field 
pieces. 

With  this  body  he  arrived  at 
M'Kenky’s  Ferry,  about  nine 
miles  above  Trenton,  at  the  time 
appointed,  hoping  to  be  able  to 
pals  the  divifion  and  artillery  over 
by  midnight,  and  that  it  would 
then  be  no  difficulty  to  reach  that 
place  long  before  daylight,  and 
elFeClually  to  furprize  Rail’s  bri¬ 
gade. 
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gade.  The  river  was,  however, 
fo  incumbred  with  ice,  that  it  was 
with  great  difficulty  the  boats  could 
make  their  way  through,  which, 
with  the  extreme  feverity  of  the 
weather,  retarded  their  pafTage  fo 
much,  that  it  was  near  four 
o'clock  before  it  was  compleated. 
They  were  ftill  equally  delayed 
and  incommoded  in  the  march  by 
a  violent  florin  of  fnow  and  hail, 
which  rendered  the  way  fo  flippery, 
that  it  was  with  difficulty  they 
reached  the  place  of  deflination  by 
eight  o'clock. 

The  detachment  had  been  form¬ 
ed  in  two  divifions  immediately 
upon  palling  the  river,  one  of 
which,  turning  to  the  right,  took 
the  lower  road  to  Trenton,  whilft 
the  other,  with  General  Walking- 
ton,  proceeded  along  the  upper, 
or  Pennington  road.  Notwitb- 
ltanding  the  delays  they  met,  and 
the  advanced  Hate  of  daylight,  the 
ITeffians  had  no  knowledge  of  their 
approach,  until  an  advanced  poll 
at  fome  diftance  from  the  town, 
was  attacked  by  the  upper  divilion, 
the  lower,  about  the  fame  time, 
driving  in  the  outguards  on  their 
fide.  The  regiment  of  Rail,  hav¬ 
ing  been  detached  to  fupport  the 
picket  which  was  firlt  attacked, 
was  thrown  into  diforder  by  the 
retreat  of  that  party,  and  obliged 
to  rejoin  the  main  body.  Colonel 
Rail  now  bravely  charged  the  ene¬ 
my,  but  being  foon  mortally 
wounded,  the  troops  were  thrown 
into  diforder  after  a  fhort  engage¬ 
ment,  and  driven  from  their  ar¬ 
tillery,  which  conlifted  only  of  fix 
battalion  brals  field  pieces.  Thus 
overpowered,  and  nearly  furround- 
ed,  after  an  ineffe£lual  attempt  to 
retreat  to  Princetown,  the  three 
regiments  of  Rail,  Lofsberg,  and 


Knyphaufen,  found  themfelves  unv 
der  the  unfortunate  neceffity  of  fur^ 
rendering  prifoners  of  war. 

As  the  road  along  the  river  fide 
to  Bordentown  led  from  that  part 
of  Trenton  moll  remote  from  the 
enemy,  the  light  horfe,  chaffeurs, 
a  confiderable  number  of  the  pri¬ 
vate  men,  with  fome  few  officers, 
made  their  efcape  that  way.  It  is 
alfo  faid,  that  a  number  of  the 
Heffians  who  had  been  out  maraud¬ 
ing  in  the  country,  and  according¬ 
ly  abfent  from  their  duty  that 
morning,  found  the  fame  refuge, 
whilll  their  crime  was  covered  un¬ 
der  the  common  misfortune. 

The  lofs  of  the  Heffians  in  killed 
and  wounded  was  very  inconiider- 
able,  not  exceeding  30  or  40  at 
the  moll ;  that  on  the  other  fide 
was  too  trifling  to  be  mentioned  ; 
the  whole  number  of  prifoners 
amounted  to  918.  Thus  was  one 
part  of  General  Walhington's  pro¬ 
ject  crowned  with  fuccefs ;  but  the 
two  others  failed  in  the  execution, 
the  quantity  of  ice  being  fo  great, 
that  the  divifions  under  Erwing 
and  Cadwallader,  found  the  river, 
where  they  dire&ed  their  attempts, 
impalpable.  If  this  had  not  been, 
the  cafe,  and  that  the  firft,  in  pur- 
fuance  of  his  infiruCtions,  had  been 
able  to  have  po Helled  the  bridge 
over  Trenton  Creek,  not  one  of 
thofe  who  made  their  way  to  Bor¬ 
dentown  could  have  efcaped.  But 
if  the  defign  had  taken  effedl  in  all 
its  parts,  and  the  three  divifions 
had  joined  after  the  affair  at  Tren¬ 
ton,  it  feems  probable  that  they 
would  have  fwept  all  the  spoils  on. 
the  river  before  them. 

As  things  were.  General  Walh- 
ington  could  not  proceed  any  fur¬ 
ther  in  the  profecution  of  his  de¬ 
fign.  The  force  he  had  with  him 

was 
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was  far  from  being  able  even  to 
iftaintain  its  ground,  at  Trenton, 
there  being  a  itrong  body  of  light 
infantry  within  a  few  miles  at 
Princetown,  which  by  the  junc¬ 
tion  of  Donop’s  brigade,  or  other 
bodies  from  the  neared  canton¬ 
ments,  would  have  foon  over¬ 
whelmed  his  little  army.  He  ac¬ 
cordingly  repafTed  the  Delaware 
the  fame  evening,  carrying  with 
him  the  prifoners,  who,  with  their 
artillery  and  colours,  afforded  a 
day  of  new  and  joyful  triumph  at 
Philadelphia. 

This  fmall  fuccefs  wonderfully 
raifed  the  fpiritsof  the  Americans. 
It  is  an  odd,  but  a  general  difpo- 
fition  in  mankind,  to  be  much 
more  afraid  of  thofe  whom  they 
do  not  know,  than  of  thofe  with 
whom  they  are  acquainted.  Dif¬ 
ference  of  drefs,  of  arms  (though 
lefs  ufeful),  of  complexion,  beard, 
colour  of  the  hair  or  eyes,  with  the 
general  manner,  air,  and  counte¬ 
nance,  have  at  different  times  had 
furprizing  effects  upon  brave,  dif- 
ciplined,  and  experienced  armies. 
The  Heffians  had  hitherto  been 
very  terrible  to  the  Americans ;  and 
the  taking  a  whole  brigade  of 
them  prifoners,  feemed  fo  incredi¬ 
ble,  that  at  the  very  time  they  were 
marching  into  Philadelphia,  peo¬ 
ple  were  contending  in  different 
parts  of  the  town,  that  the  whole 
ftory  was  a  fiCtion,  and  indeed  that 
it  could  not  be  true.  The  charm 
was  now,  however,  diffolved,  and 
the  Heffians  were  no  longer  terri¬ 
ble.  In  the  mean  time  General 
Wafhington  was  reinforced  by  fe- 
veral  regiments  from  Virginia  and 
Maryland,  as  well  as  with  feveral 
new  bodies  of  the  Penfylvania 
militia,  who,  with  thofe  of  that 
province  already  under  his  com- 
Vol.  XX. 


mand,  were  much  diflingoiflied  in 
the  hard  fervice  of  the  enfuing  win¬ 
ter  campaign. 

The  furprize  at  Trenton  did  not 
excite  lefs  amazement  in  the  Bri- 
lifh  and  auxiliary  quarters,  than  it 
did  joy  in  thofe  of  the  Americans. 
Blame  was  loofely  fcattered  every 
where.  That  three  old  eltablifhed 
regiments,  of  a  people  who  make 
war  their  profeffion,  fhould  lay 
down  their  arms  to  a  ragged  and 
undifciplined  militia,  and  that 
with  fcarcely  any  lofs  on  either 
fide,  feemed  an  event  of  fo  extra¬ 
ordinary  a  nature,  that  it  gave  full 
fcope  to  the  operation  of  conjec¬ 
ture,  fufpicion,  cenfure,  and  ma¬ 
lignity,  as  different  tempers  were 
differently  affected. 

The  General  was  blamed  for 
'  laying  fo  extenlive  a  chain  of  can¬ 
tonments  ;  Rail  was  condemned 
for  marching  out  of  the  town  to 
meet  the  enemy  j  and  the  charac¬ 
ter  of  the  Heffians,  in  genera],  did 
not  rife  in  the  opinion  of  their  al¬ 
lies. 

As  to  the  hrft,  the  General  had 
forefeen  the  objection,  but  he  de¬ 
pended  upon  the  weaknefs  of  the 
enemy,  the  good  difpoiition  of  the 
inhabitants,  the  considerable  force 
which  was  Rationed  in  the  ad¬ 
vanced  pods,  and  was  befides  in¬ 
fluenced  by  a  defire  to  cover  and 
protect  the  county  of  Monmouth, 
where  a  great  number  of  the  people 
were  well  affected  to  the  royal 
caufe.  It  may  be  added,  that  per-1 
haps  no  line  of  cantonments  or 
polls  can  be  contrived  fo  compaCt 
and  fficure,  as  not  to  admit  the 
poffibility  of  an  impreffion  in  fome 
one  part,  by  a  force  much  inferior 
to  the  aggregate  power  of  the  de« 
fenfive. 

With  refpeCt  to  Colonel  Rail, 

[•5]  if 
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if  the  charge  again  ft:  him  was  well 
founded,  his  mifconduft  fprung 
from  an  error,  which  was  general¬ 
ly  prevalent  among  the  officers  and 
men  both  of  the  Britifh,  and  Hef- 
iian  forces.  The  faff  is,  that  from 
the  luccdfes  of  the  preceding  cam¬ 
paign,  and  the  vaft  fuperiority 
which  they  perceived  in  themfelves 
in  every  aftion,  they  had  held  the 
.Americans  in  too  great  contempt 
both  as  men  and  as  foldiers  ;  and 
were  too  apt  to  attribute  thofe  ad¬ 
vantages  to  fome  extraordinary  per- 
fonal  virtue  and  excellence,  which 
were  in  reality  derived  from  the 
concurrence  of  a  number  of  other, 
and  very  different  caufes  ;  from 
military  fkill,  experience,  and  dif- 
cipline  ;  from  the  fuperior  excel¬ 
lence  of  their  fmall  arms,  artillery, 
and  of  all  other  engines,  furniture, 
and  fupplies,  neceffary  for  war ; 
and  ft  ill  more  particularly,  to  a 
better  fupply,  and  a  more  dexter¬ 
ous  and  effedlive  ufe  of  bayonets, 
which  gave  them  a  great  fuperiori¬ 
ty  over  the  Americans,  who  were 
poorly  furnifhed  with  this  kind  of 
arms,  and  were  by  no  means  ex¬ 
pert  in  the  ufe  of  them. 

The  alarm  now  fpread,  induced 
the  Britifh  and  auxiliary  troops  im¬ 
mediately  to  affemble,  and  Gene¬ 
ral  Grant,  with  the  forces  at 
Brunfwick  and  that  quarter,  to  ad¬ 
vance  fpeedily  to  Frincetown  ; 
whilft  Lord  CornWaUis,  who  had 
gone  to  New  York  in  his  way  to 
England,  found  it  neceffary  to  de¬ 
fer  his  voyage,  and  return  poft  to 
the  defence  of  the  Jerfeys.  They 
were  not  now  without  an  enemy  to 
encounter,  for  General  Wafbing- 
ton,  encouraged  by  the  reinforce¬ 
ments  he  had  received,  had  again 
palTed  the  Delaware,  and  was  with 
his  whole  force  at  Trenton. 


1777. 

Lord  Cornwallis  march-  r 
ed  immediately  to  attack  **an 
the  enemy,  whom  he  found  7  7  7> 
in  a  ftrong  pofition,  formed  at  the 
back  of  Trenton  Creek,  being  in 
poffeffio'n  of  the  bridge  and  other 
paffages,  which  were  well  covered 
vvirh  artillery.  After  feverai  fkir- 
mifhes  in  the  approach,  a  cannon¬ 
ade  enfued  on  both  Tides,  which 
continued  until  night.  A  brigade 
of  the  Britifh  troops  lay  that  night 
at  Maidenhead,  fix  miles  from 
Trenton,  and  another  upon  its 
march  from  Brunfwick,  confuting 
of  the  17th,  the  40th,  and  5 ^ t h 
regiments,  under  the  command  of 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Maw  hood,  were 
at  Princetovvn,  about  the  fame  di- 
fiance  beyond  Maidenhead. 

In  this  fituation  on  both  fldes. 
Genera]  Washington,  who  was  far 
from  intending  to  rifque  a  battle, 
having  taken  the  neceffary  precau¬ 
tion  of  keeping  up  the  fires,  and 
every  other  appearance  of  frill  oc¬ 
cupying  his  camp,  and  leaving 
fmali  parties  to  go  the  rounds,  and 
guard  the  bridge  and  the  fords, 
withdrew  the  reft  of  his  forces  in 
the  dead  of  night,  and  with  the 
moft  profound  filence.  They 
marched  with  fuch  expedition  to¬ 
wards  Frincetown,  that  though 
the  y  took  a  large  circuit  by  Allenf- 
tovvn,  partly  to  get  clear  of  the 
Trenton,  or  Afiumpick  Creek, 
and  partly  to  avoid  the  brigade 
which  lay  at  Maidenhead,  their 
van  fell  in  at  fun  rife  the  next 
morning  with  Colonel  Mawhood, 
who  had  juft  begun  his  march. 
That  officer  not  having  the  fmalleft 
idea  of  their  force,  the  fogginefs 
of  the  morning,  or  circumftances 
of  the  ground,  preventing  him 
from  feeing  its  extent,  confidered 
it  only  as  the  attempt  of  fome  fly¬ 
ing 
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iftg  party  to  interrupt  his  march, 
and  having  eafily  d'Tperfed  chofe 
bv  whom  he  was  fifft  attacked, 
pufhed  forwards  without  further 
apprehenfion.  But  in  a  l.ttle  time, 
he  not  only  found  that  the  17th  re¬ 
giment,  which  he  led,  was  attacked 
on  all  Tides  by  a  fuperior  force, 
but  that  it  was  alfo  feparated  and 
cut  off  from  the  reft  of  the  brigade, 
whilft  he  difc’overed,  by  the  conti¬ 
nual  diftant  firing,  that  the  55th, 
which  immediately  followed,  was 
not  in  better  circumftances. 

In  this  trying  and  dangerous 

fituation,  the  brave  commander, 

and  his  equally  brave  regiment, 

have  gained  immortal  honour.  Af- 
© 

ter  a  violent  conflict,  and  the 
greateft  repeated  exertions  of  cou¬ 
rage  and  difcipline,  they  at  length, 
by  dint  of  bayonet,  forced  their 
way  through  the  thickeft  ranks  of 
the  enemy,  and  purfued  their  march 
to  Maidenhead  undifturbed.  The 
tj^th  regiment  was  little  lefs  prefif¬ 
ed,  and  finding  it  impo*Tible  to 
continue  its  march,  with  gieat  re- 
folution  made  good  its  retreat,  and 
returned  by  the  way  of  HilHborough 
to  Brunfwick.  The  40'h  regi¬ 
ment,  which  was  ftill  at  'Prince- 
town  when  the  aCtion  began,  fuf- 
fered  lefs  than  the  others,  and  re¬ 
tired  by  another  road  to  the  fame 
place.  The  enemy  acknowledged 
that  nothing  could  exceed  the  gal¬ 
lant  behaviour  of  the  corps  under 
Mawhood. 

Though  the  number  killed,  con- 
fidering  the  nature  and  warmth, 
of  the  engagements,  was  not  fo 
confiderable  as  might  have  been 

1  O 

expe&ed  ;  yet,  upon  the  whole, 
the  three  regiments  fufFered  fevere- 
ly  ;  their  lofs  in  prifoners  amount¬ 
ed  to  about  200  ;  the  killed  and 
wounded  were  much  fewer.  The 
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Americans  had  many  mo  e  kilhd, 
among  whom  were  lome  brave  of¬ 
ficers,  particularly  a  General  Mer¬ 
cer,  belonging  to  Virginia,  who 
was  much  efteemed  and  lamented. 

It  cannot  efcape  the  obfervation 
of  any  perfon  who  has  attended  to 
the  circumftances  of  this  war,  that 
the  number  flain  on  the  fide  of  the 
Americans,  has  in  general  greatly 
exceeded  that  in  the  royal  army. 
Though  every*  defied!  in  military 
fk.il! ,  experience,  judgment,  con¬ 
duct,  and  mechanical  habit,  will 
in  fome  degree  account  for  this  cir- 
curnftance,  yet  perhaps  it  may  be 
more  particularly  attributed  to  the 
imperfeCl  loading  of  their  pieces 
in  the  hurry  of  aCtion,  than  to  any 
other  caufe  ;  a  defeCt,  of  all  others, 
the  moft  fatal  ;  the  moft  difficult  to 
be  remedied  in  a  new  army  ;  and 
to  which  even  veterans  are  not  fuf- 
ficiently  attentive*  To  this  may 
alfo  be  added  the  various  make  of 
their  fmall  arms,  which  being  pro¬ 
cured,  as  chance  or  opportunity 
favoured  them,  from  remote  and 
different  quarters,  were  equally  dif- 
ferentin  fize  and  bore,  which  ren¬ 
dered  their  being  filled  with  ball 
upon  any  general  fcale  impractica¬ 
ble.  , 

This  aftive  and  unexpected 
movement,  with  its  fpirited  con- 
fequences,  immediately  recalled 
Lord .  Corn wallis  from  the  Dela¬ 
ware,  who  was,  not  without  rea- 
fon,  alarmed  for  the  fafety  of  the 
troops  and  magazines  at  Brunf¬ 
wick.  The  Americans,  ftill  avoid¬ 
ing  a  general  aCtion,  and  fatisfied 
with  their  prefent  advantages, 
croffed  the  Millftone  river,  with¬ 
out  any  further  attempt.  In  a  few 
days,  however,  they  overrun  Eaft 
Jerfey  as  well  as  the  Weft,  fpread- 
ing  themfelves  oyer  the  Rariton  5 

m  2  eve?* 
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even  into  E ffek  county,  where,  by 
feizing  Newark,  Elizabeth  Town, 
and  Woodbridge,  they  became 
mailers  of  the  c©ail  opposite  to 
Staten  Ifland.  Their  principal 
polls  were  taken  and  ftrengthened 
with  fo  much  judgment,  that  it  was 
not  practicable  to  diflodge  them. 
The  royal  arrnv  retained  only  the 
two  polls  of  Brunfwick  and  Am¬ 
boy,  the  one  fituat'ed  a  few  miles 
up  the  R-ariton,  the  other  on  a  point 
of  land  at  its  mouth,  and  both 
holding  an  open  communication 
with  New  York  by  fea. 

Thus  by  a  few  well -concerted 
and  fpirited  aftions,  was  Phila¬ 
delphia  laved,  Penfylvaoia  freed 
from  danger,  the  jerleys  nearly 
recovered,  and  a  victorious  and  far 
fuperior  army,  reduced  to  a  ft  upon 
the  deferifive,  and  for  feveral 
months  reftrained  within  very  nar¬ 
row  and  inconvenient  limits. 
Thefe  aftions,  and  the  fudden  re¬ 
covery  from  the  lowed  date  of 
weaknefs  and  didrefs,  to  become 
a  formidable  enemy  in  the  field, 
raifed  the  character  of  General 
Washington  as  a  commander,  ve- 
ry  high  both  in  Europe  and  Ame¬ 
rica  ;  and  with  his  preceding  and 
fubfequent  conduft,  ferve  all  toge¬ 
ther,  to  give  a  fanftion  to  that  ap¬ 
pellation,  which  is  now  pretty  ge¬ 
nerally  applied  to  him,  of  the 
American  Fabius. 

Nor  was  this  change  of  affairs  to 
be  attributed  to  any  error  in  the 
Rritifh  Generals,  or  fault  in  the 
troops  which  they  commanded  ; 
but  depended  entirely  upon  the 
happy  application  of  a  number  of 
powerful  and  concurring  circum- 
dances,  ,  which  were  far  beyond 
their  reach  or  controul.  Though 
many  of  thefe  were  forefee  n  and 
pointed  out,  by  thofe  who  from 


the  beginning,  either  oppofed  in 
public,  or  regretted  in  private, 
this  war,  and  that  others  are  now 
obvious  to  every  body,  it  may  not, 
however,  be  amifs  to  fpecify  fome 
of  thofe  caufes,  which  clogged  it 
with  particular  difficulties. 

Among  the  principal  of  thefe 
may  be  conlidered  the  vail  extent 
of  that  continent  with  its  unufual 
didribution  into  great  trafts  of  cul- 
rivated  and  favage  territory  ;  the 
long  extent  of  fea  coaft  in  front, 
and  the  boundlefs  wades  at  the 
back  of  the  inhabited  countries, - 
affording  refource^or  fhelter  in  all 
circumliances  ;  the  numberlels  in- 
acceffible  polls,  and  ftrcng  natural 
barriers,  formed  by  the  various 
combinations  of  woods,  mountains, 
rivers,  lakes,  and  marfhes.  All 
thefe  properties  and  circumliances, 
with  others  appertaining  to  the 
climates  and  feafons,  may  be  laid 
to  fight  the  battles  of  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  fuch  countries  in  a  defen¬ 
sive  war-  To  thefe  may  be  added 
others  lefs  local.  The  unexpected 
union,  and  unknown  llrength  of 
the  colonies  ;  the  judicious  appli¬ 
cation  of  that  flrengtb,  by  fuiting 
the  defence  to  the  nature,  genius, 
and  ability,  of  the  people,  as  well 
as  to  the  natural  advantages  of  the 
country,  thereby  rendering  it  a 
war  of  polls,  furprizes,  and  Ikir- 
mifhes,  indead  of  a  war  of  battles. 
To  all  thefe  may  be  added,  the  peo¬ 
ple’s  not  being  bridled  by  ilrong 
cities,  nor  fettered  by  luxury  to 
thofe  which  were  otherwiie,  io 
that  the  reduction  of  a  capital  had 
no  effieft  upon  the  red  of  the  pro¬ 
vince,  and  the  army  could  retain 
no  more  territory  than  what  it  oc¬ 
cupied,  which  was  again  loft  as 
foon  as  it  departed  to  another  quar¬ 
ter. 

During 
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During  the  remaining  winter, 
and  the  whole  of  the  fpring,  the 
army  under  Lord  Cornwallis  conti¬ 
nued  much  ltraiteneil  at  Brunkvick 
and  Amboy,  the  troops  undergo¬ 
ing,  with  the  greateft  perfeverance 
and  refolution,  the  hardfnips  of  a 
mod  fevere  and  unremitting  duty, 
whilll  their  ranks  were  thinned  by 
a  continued  feries  of  fkinnifh.es, 
which  „were  productive  of  no  real 
advantage  on  either  fide,  other 
than  that  of  inuring  the  Americans 
to  military  fervice.  In  a  word, 
every  load  of  forage  which  was 
procured,  and  every  article  of  pro- 
vifion,  which  did  not  come  from 
New  York,  was  fought  or  pur- 
chafed  at  the  price  of  blood. 

The  confequences  of  the  late  mi¬ 
litary  outrages  in  the  Jerfeys  were 
feverely  felt  in  the  prefent  change 
of  circamftances.  As  foon  as  for¬ 
tune  turned,  and  the  means  were 
in  their  power,  the  fufFerers  of  all 
parties,  the  well  difpofed  to  the 
royal  caufe,  as  well  as  the  neutrals 
and  wavering,  now  rofe  as  a  man 
to  revenge  their  perfonal  injuries 
and  particular  oppreffions,  and  be¬ 
ing  goaded  by  a  keener  fpur,  than 
any  which  a  public  caufe,  or  gene¬ 
ral  motive  could  have  excited,  be¬ 
came  its  bittereil  and  moil  deter¬ 
mined  enemies.  Thus  the  whole 
country,  with  too  few  exceptions, 
became  hoflile  ;  thofe  who  were 
ir  capable  of  arms,  ading  as  fpies, 
and  keeping  a  continual  watch  for 
thofe  who  bore  them  ;  fo  that  the 
fmalleft  motion  could  not  be  made, 
without  its  being  exoofed  and  d if- 
covered,  before  it  could  produce 
its  intended  effect.  Such  were  the 
untoward  events,  that  in  the  winter 
damped  the  hopes  of  a  victorious 
3rrny,  and  nipped  the  laurels  of  a 
foregoing  prosperous  campaign. 
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We  have  formerly  had  occafioq 
to  {hew,  the  bad  fuccefs  which  in* 
variably  attended  the  repeated  at¬ 
tempts  that  bad  been  made,  of 
calling  off  the  attention  and  force 
of  the  fouthern  colonies  from  the 
fupport  of  the  general  alliance  to 
their  own  immediate  defence,  by 
involving  them  effectually  in  civil 
war  and  domellic  contention,  either 
through  the  means  of  the  vvell- 
affeded  in  general,  the  Regulators 
and  Highland  emigrants  in  the 
Carolinas,  or  of  the  Negroes  in 
Virginia.  We  have  alfo  taken 
fome  fmall  notice,  of  the  charges 
made  by  the  infurgents  in  fome  of 
thefe  provinces  again fl  their  go¬ 
vernors,  of  endeavouring  to  bring 
the  favages  down  to  further  thole 
defigns. 

The  failure  in  thefe  attempts, 
was  not  fufficient  to  damp  the  zeal 
of  the  Britiffi  agents  among  the 
Indian  nations,  nor  to  render  them 
hopelefs  of  ftill  performing  fome 
effential  fervice,  by  engaging  thefe 
people  to  make  a  diverfion,  and  to 
attack  the  fouthern  colonies  in 
their  back  and  defencelefs  parts. 
The  Indians,  ever  light  in  ad  and 
faith,  greedy  of  prefents,  and 
eager  for  fpoil,  were  not  difficultly 
induced,  by  a  proper  application 
of  the  one,  and  the  hope  of  the 
other,  concurring  with  their  own 
natural  difpofition,  to  forget  the 
treaties  which  they  had  lately  con^ 
firmed  or  renewed  with  the  colo- 
nifts,  and  to  engage  in  the  defign. 

It  was  held  out  to  them,  that  a, 
Britifii  army  was  to  land  in  Well 
Florida,  and  after  penetrating 
through  the  Creek,  Chickefaw, 
and  Cherokee  countries,  and  be¬ 
ing  joined  by  the  warriors  of  thofe 
nations,  they  were  jointly  to  in-t 
vade  the  Carolinas  and  Virginia* 
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whilft  another  formidable  force  by 
fea  and  land,  was  to  make  a 
powerful  impreffion  on  the  coads. 
Circular  letters  to  the  fame  im¬ 
port,  were  fent  by  Mr,  Stuart,  the 
principal  agent  for  Indian  affairs, 
to  the  inhabitants  of  the  back 
fettlements,  requiring  all  the  well- 
affefted,  as  well  as  all  thofe,  who 
were  willing  to  preferve  themfelves 
and  their  families  from  the  inevi¬ 
table  calamities  and  deftruftlon  of 
an  Indian  war,  to  be  in  readinefs 
to  repair  to  the  royal  dandard,  as 
foon  as  it  was  erected  in  the  Che¬ 
rokee  country,  and  to  bring  with 
them  their  horfes,  cattle,  and 
provifions,  for  all  of  which  they 
were  promifed  payment.  They 
were  likewife  required,  for  their 
prelenc  fecurity,  and  future  dif- 
tinftion  from  the  King’s  enemies, 
to  fubfcribe  immediately  to  a 
written  paper,  declaratory  of  their 
allegiance. 

The  fcheme  was  fo  plaufible, 
and  carried  fuch  a  probability  of 
fuccefs,  that  it  feemed  to  have  had 
a  very  exteniive  operation  upon 
the  difpofition  of  the  Indians,  and 
to  have  prepared  them  in  a  great 
meafore  for  a  general  confederacy 
againft  the  colonies.  Even  the 
fix  nations,  who  had  before  agreed 
to  the  obfervance  of  a  drift  neutra¬ 
lity,  now  committed  feveral  fmall 
afts  of  hodility,  which  were  after¬ 
wards  difowned  by  their  elders 
and  chiefs.  The  Creek  Indians, 
more  violent,  began  the  fouthern 
war  with  ail  their  ufual  barbarity, 
until  finding  that  the  expefted 
fuccours  did  not  arrive,  they,  with 
a  forefight  uncommon  among  In¬ 
dians,  dopped  fuddenly  fhort,  and 
repenting  of  what  they  had  done, 
Were,  in  the  prefent  date  of  affairs, 
f afily  wufed  $  and  being  after? 
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wards  applied  to  for  affidance  by 
the  Cherokees,  returned  foranfwer, 
that  they,  the  latter,  had  plucked 
the  thorn  out  of  their  foot,  and 
were  welcome  to  keep  it. 

But  the  Cherokees  feil  upon 
the  adjoining  colonies  with  deter-* 
mined  'ury,  carrying,  for  a  part  of 
the  fummer,  ruin  and  delolation 
wherever  they  came,  fcalping  and 
fiaughtering  the  people,  and  to¬ 
tally  dedroying  their  fettlements. 
They  were  foon,  however,  checked, 
and  feverely  experienced,  that 
things  were  much  altered,  fince 
the  time  of  their  former  warfare 
upon  the  fame  ground,  and  that 
the  martial  fpirit  now  prevalent  in 
the  colonies,  was  extended  to  their 
remoted  frontiers.  They  were 
not  only  repulfed  or  defeated  in 
every  aftion,  by  the  neighbouring 
militia  of  Virginia  and  the  Caro- 
linas,  but  purfued  into  their  own 
country,  where  their  towns  were 
dernolifhed,  their  corn  deftroyed, 
and  their  warriors  thinned  in  re* 
peated  engagements,  until  the  na¬ 
tion  was  nearly  exterminated,  and 
the  wretched  furvivors  were  obliged 
to  fubmit  to  any  terms  prefcribed 
by  the  viftors  ;  whild  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  nations  of  Indians  were 
filent  and  palfive  fpeftators  of  their 
calamities. 

Nor  was  this  Indian  war  more 
fortunate,  with  refpeft  to  its  effeft 
on  the  well-afrefted  in  thofe  quar¬ 
ters  j  who  are  not  only  faid,  to 
a  man,  to  have  expreffed  the  utmoft 
averfion  to  the  authors,  and  ab¬ 
horrence  of  the  cruelty  of  that 
meafure,  but  that  fome  of  the  chief 
leaders  of  the  tories,  avowed  a  re¬ 
can  tation  of  their  former  principles, 
merely  upon  that  account, 

It  was  in  the  midft  of  the  buttle 
and  danger  of  the  war,  and  when 
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the  fcale  of  Fortune  feemed  to 
hang  heavily  againft  them,  by  the 
defeat  on  Long  [fland,  and  the  re¬ 
duction  of  New  York,  at  a  time 
when  a  great  and  invincible  Torce 
by  fea  and  land,  carried  difmay 
and  conqueit  wherever  it  directed 
its  courle,  that  all  the  members 
of  the  Congrefs  ventured 
4*  to  fign  that  remarkable 
treaty  of  perpetual  compaCt  and 
union  between  the  thirteen  revolted 
colonies,  which  lays  down  an  in¬ 
variable  fyftem  of  rules  or  laws, 
for  their  government  in  all  public 
cafes  with  refpeCt  to  each  other  in 


peace  or  war,  and  is  alfo  extended 
to  their  commerce  with  foreign 
ftates.  This  piece,  which  may¬ 
be  confidered  as  a  moll:  dangerous 
fupplement  to  the  declaration  of 
independency,  was  publifhed  under 
the  title  of  articles  of  confedera¬ 
tion  and  perpetual  union  between 
the  thirteen  fpecified  ftates,  and 
has  fince  received,  as  the  neceffary 
forms  would  permit,  the  feparate 
ratification  of  each  colony.  Such 
was  in  general  the  flate  of  affairs 
in  America  at  the  clofe  of  the 
year  1776. 


CHAP.  II. 


Suite  of  affairs  previous  to  the  meeting  of  parliament.  New  peers.  Change 
in  the  department  for  the  education  of  the  Royal  Brothers.  Extraordinary 
augmentation  of  the  peerage  in  Ireland.  Dfrefes  of  the  Wef  India 
if  and s.  Depredations  of  the  American  cruizers.  Conduct  obferved  in 
the  French  and  Spanijh  ports.  Armaments.  Several  men  of  war  com - 
miffioned.  Prefs.  Difpute  between  the  city  of  London  and  the  Admiralty, 
Account  of  John  the  Painter  ;  he  burns  the  hemp-houfe  at  PortJ'mouth  ; 
Jets  fre  to  fome  houfes  at  Brfol  Speech  from  the  throne.  Addreffes. 
Amendments  moved.  Great  debates. 


THE  interval  that  elapfed 
during  the  recels  of  parlia¬ 
ment,  was  not  much  checkered 
with  fuch  domefbc  events  as  could 
greatly  excite  the  attention  of  the 
public.  As  war  feemed  now  as 
inevitable  as  it  was  fully  provided 
for,  the  narrow  alternative  which 
was  lodged  in  the  hands  of  the 
Commiffioners  affording  little  room 
for  other  expectation,  the  attention 
of  the  nation  was  fufpended  for 
the  prefent,  and  people  only  looked 
forward  to  the  confequences  of 
that  event.  Thofe  who  approved 
of  holtility,  faw  their  defires  now 
gratified  to  the  utmolt,  and  thofe 
\yho  differed  with  them  in  opinion 


found  it  ufelefs  to  repine.  Thus, 
all  former  fubjeCts  of  debate  and 
dilcuffion  being  fwallowed  up  in 
the  final  decifion,  public  affairs 
feemed  to  be  fcarcely  thought  of, 
and  a  degree  of  itillnefs  prevailed 
among  the  people,  perhaps  un¬ 
equalled  in  any  country  or  age, 
during  the  rage  of  a  foreign  or 
domeltic  warfare. 

War  is  feldom  unpopular  in 
this  country  ;  and  this  war  was 
attended  with  fome  circumftances 
which  feldom  have  accompanied 
any  other.  The  high  language  of 
authority,  dignity  and  fupremacy, 
which  had  tilled  the  mouths  of 
many  for  fome  years,  fed  the  va- 
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nity  of  thofe  who  could  not  eafily 
define,  or  who  perhaps  had  never 
fully  confidered,  the  extent  of  the 
terms,  or  of  the  confequences 
•which  they  were  capable  of  pro¬ 
ducing;  and  the  flattering  idea  of 
leflening  the  national  burthens, 
by  an  American  revenue,  whilft  it 
was  fitted  to  the  com  prehen  fion  of 
the  meaneil  capacity,  was  not  lefs 
effective  in  its  operation  upon  thofe 
of  a  fuperior  clafs  and  order.  To 
the  powerful  principles  of  national 
pride  and  avarice,  was  added  a 
laudable  difpofition  to  fupport  thofe 
national  rights  which  were  fup- 
pofed  to  be  invaded,  and  a  proper 
indignation  and  refentment  to  that 
ingratitude  and  infolence  which 
were  charged  upon  the  Americans, 
and  to  which  only  the  prefent 
troubles  were  attributed  by  thofe, 
who  were  moil  active  in  fomenting 
the  principles  of  hoftiiity,  which 
at  that  time  prevailed,  far  more 
than  they  had  done  at  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  this  conteft. 

in  fuch  circumfiamces,  it  is  not 
to  be  wondered  at,  if  a  majority  of 
the  people  gave  at  lead  a  kind  of 
tacit  approbation  to  the  war  ;  but 
as  it  was  not  attended  with  national 
antipathy  or  rivalfhip,  eflablifhed 
enmity,  or  even  a  prefent  compe¬ 
tition  for  glory,  they  did  not  feel 
themfelves  fo  much  intereded  in 
its  fuccefs,  or  altogether  fo  anxious 
about  its  confequences,  as  they 
would  in  thofe  of  another  nature. 
On  the  other  hand,  that  great  body 
of  the  people,  who  had  at  all  times 
reprobated  *the  meafures  which  led 
to  the  prefent  troubles,  and  who 
confidered  them  as  not  lefs  dan¬ 
gerous  to  the  conflitution,  than 
ruinous  to  the  power  and  glory  of 
the  nation,  could  not  be  fuppofed 
fanguine  in  their  wifihes  for  a 


fuccefs,  which  they  deemed  liable 
to  more  fatal  confequences  than 
any  lofs  or  defeat.  The  great 
didance  of  the  feat  of  war,  alfo 
rendered  its  effe&s  lefs  intereding. 
For  di dance  produces  in  fame 
degree  the  effeft  of  time  with 
reipeft  to  fenfibility  ;  and  the 
daughter,  cruelties,  and  calamities, 
which  would  wring  the  heart  if 
they  happened  in  the  next  county, 
are  (lightly  felt  at  three  or  four 
thoufand  miles  didance.  The 
didance  alfo  prevented  all  appre¬ 
hension  of  immediate  danger  ;  the 
expences  of  the  conted  were  not 
yet  fenfibly  felt;  and  the  bulk  of 
mankind  never  think  of  remote 
confequences. 

From  thefe,  and  other  caufes, 
a  general,  and  perhaps  blameable, 
careleffnefs  and  indifference  pre¬ 
vailed  throughout  the  nation.  Nor 
was  it  eafily  roufed  from  this 
drowfy  apathy,  which  like  all 
other  habits  was  confirmed  by 
time.  For  when,  at  length,  the 
American  cruizers,  not  only  fcour- 
ed  the  Atlantic  ocean,  but  fpread- 
ing  their  depredations  through  the 
European  fe as,  brought  alarm  and 
hoftiiity  home  to  our  doors ;  when 
the  dedruftion  which  befell  the 
homeward  bound  richly  laden 
Wed-India  fleets,  poured  equal 
ruin  upon  the  planters  in  the 
illands  and  the  merchants  at  home  ; 
when  an  account  of  the  failure  of 
fome  capital  houfe  in  the  city ? 
was  almod  the  news  of  every 
morning;  even  in  that  date  of 
public  lofs  and  private  didrefs, 
an  unufual  phlegm  prevailed,  and 
the  fame  tranquil  countenance  and 
carelefs  unconcern  was  preferved, 
by  thofe  who  had  not  yet  partaken 
of  the  calamity.  A  circumdance 
which  is  not  fufficie.mly  accounted 

for. 
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for,  even  from  the  vaft  numbers 
who  thought  themfelves  officially, 
or  by  connection,  bound  to  give 
a  countenance  to  the  war  as  a  fa¬ 
vourite  court  meafure,  nor  the  ft i  11 
greater  of  thofe  who  profited  by  its 
continuance. 

In  this  ftate  of  public  'affairs 
and  difpofition  at  large,  adminiitra- 
rion  had  acquired  fuch  an  appear¬ 
ance  of  liability,  as  feemed  to 
render  them,  for'fome  confiderable 
time  to  come,  fuperiorvto  the  frowns 
of  fortune.  Supported  by  an  irre- 
fiftible  majority  in  parliament,  they 
were  already  armed  with  every 
power  which  they  were  capable  of 
deliring  or  wifhing  for  the  eilablifh- 
ment  of  their  American  fyllem  ; 
whilh,  as  the  nation  was  now  too 
deeply  engaged  in  their  meafures 
to  be  capable  of  retracing,  it 
would  be  found  equally  difficult  to 
commit  the  profecution  of  them 
to  any  other  hands.  Thus  the 
power  which  produced  the  mea¬ 
fures,  was  infured  during  their 
continuance.  All  apprehenfion 
from  the  oppofitionof  an  ill-united 
minority  had  been  long  worn  off ; 
and  it  feemed  now  rather  neceffary 
to  give  a  colour  and  fandtion  to 
their  proceedings,  by  recording 
the  vail  luperiority  whi*h  decided 
every  queftion  in  their  favour, 
than  as  at  all  capable  of  counter¬ 
acting,  or  even  impeding  their 
defigns. 

In  this  Arong  Hate  of  fecurity, 
no  changes  took  place  among  the 
minilters.  Though  the  force  of 
government  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords 
feemed  to  require  no  addition, 
feveral  new  Peers  were  called  up 
a  few  days  before  the 
^ay  14.  receps.  The  Marquis 
of  Carmarthen  (fon  to 
the  Duke  of  Leeds)  was  created 
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Baron  Ofborne ;  Lord  Polwarth 
(fon  to  the  Earl  of  Marchmont) 
Baron  Hume  ;  Lord  Mount  Stuart 
(fon  to  the  Ear!  of  Bute)  Baron 
.Cardiff;  Sir  Edward  Hawke,  Ba¬ 
ron  Hawke  ;  Mr.  Onflow,  Baron 
Cranley;  Sir  Jeffery  Amherff,  Ba¬ 
ron  Amherft  :  Sir  Brownlow  Cult, 
Baron  Brownlow;  Mr.  George 
Pitt,  Baron  Rivers  ;  Mr.  R.ider, 
Baron  Harrowby  ;  and  Mr.  Foley, 
Baron  Foley.  The  Duchefs  of 
Hamilton  and  Argyll  was  created 
Baronefs  Hamilton,  with  defcent 
to  her  heirs  male.  Her  prefen t 
hufband,  the  Duke  of  Argyll,  had 
feme  time  before  obtained  the  Eng- 
liih  barony  of  Sundridge. 

Of  thefe  new  creations,  two 
were  only  anticipations  of  honour, 
the  Marquis  of  Carmarthen  and 
Mr.  Onflow  being  already  in  im¬ 
mediate  fucceffion  to  the  peerage. 
Some  exceptions  were  taken  in  dif- 
courfes  and  writings,  on  the  grant¬ 
ing  of  Englifh  baronies  to  the 
Scotch  nobility,  or  the  immediate 
fucceffors  in  their  titles,  with  a 
view  of  enabling  them  to  fill  feats 
in  parliament.  It  was  urged  as  a 
very  aifputable  meafure,  and  con- 
fidered  by  many  as  an  evafion,  if 
not  direCt  violation  of  the  condi¬ 
tions  of  union  between  the  two 
kingdoms ;  yet  many  confider  it  as 
a  proceeding,  which  may  in  time 
be  productive  rather  of  fecurity 
than  danger  to  the  conflitution. 
For  whatever  influence  may  at  pre¬ 
fen  t  operate  upon  thofe  who  hold 
themfelves  under  an  immediate 
obligation  upon  that  account,  it 
will  of  courfe  wear  away  in  a  little 
time  with  them  or  their  fucceffors ; 
and  the  more  numerous  they  grow, 
the  iefs  liable  to  management  ;  fo 
that  they  may  become  in  fome  de¬ 
gree  a  balance  to  the  fix  teen  Peers, 

who 
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who  under  the  name  and  form  of 
an  ele&ion,  are  avowedly  nomi¬ 
nated,  and  virtually  appointed  by 
the  Miniller,  and  accordingly  con- 
iidered  as  a  dead  weight  '  in  the 
fcale  of  the  crown. 

.  Within  a  few  days  after 
2°Ul*  rhe  recefs,  an  unexpected 
change  took  place  in  the  depart¬ 
ment  for  the  education  of  the  royal 
brothers,  the  Prince  of  Wales  and 
the  Biihop  of  Ofnaburgh,  the  Earl 
of  HoldernefTe,  Governor,  the  Bi¬ 
ihop  of  C heller,  Preceptor,  Mr. 
Smelt,  Sub-Governor,  and  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Jackfon,  Sub-Preceptor, 
having  all  refigned  their  refpedtive 
employments.  This  meafure  has 
been  attributed  to  fome  disagree¬ 
ment  between  the  Governor  and 
Preceptor ;  but  it  feems  as  if  the 
caufes  were  not  thorougly  known. 
As  no  new  arrangement  was  in 
readinefs,  it  alfo  feems  as  if  the 
pourt  was  not  prepared  for  the 
pvent. 

Lord  Bruce  was  fir  ft  appointed 
Governor,  with  a  promife  of  be¬ 
ing  created  Earl  ol  Aylefbury,  a 
title  which  he  had  for  fome  time 
coveted.  But  this  office  not  fuit- 
ing  his  temper  or  inclination,  he 
in  a  few  days  refigned,  when  his 

t  ou  brother,  the  Duke  of 
June  8t  .  Montague,  was  ap¬ 
pointed  Governor  to  the  Princes ; 
Dr.  Hurd,  Biihop  of  Litchfield, 
Preceptor ;  Colonel  Hot-ham,  Sub- 
Governor;  and  the  Rev.  W.Ar- 
npld,  Sub-Preceptor.  Lord  Bruce 
obtained  his  earldom,  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  Windfor,  which  had  been 
held  by  the  Duke  of  Montague, 
and  was  called  to  the  privy  coun¬ 
cil  ;  the  Marquis  of  Carmarthen, 
who  was  married  to  Lord  Holder- 
nefle’s  daughter,  was  appointed  a 
Lord  of  the  bed-chamber ;  and 
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towards  the  clofe  of  the  year  upon 
the  death  of  Dr.  Drummond,  the 
Biihop  of  Chefter  was  promoted  to 
the  metropolitan  fee  ol  York. 

Though  the  government  of  Ire¬ 
land  was  not  yet  difpofed  of,  means 
were  ufed  to  Imooth  the  way  for 
the  future  Viceroy.  A  great  pro¬ 
motion  in  point  of  rank,  and  an 
enormous  augmentation  as  to  num¬ 
ber,  took  place  in  the  peerage  of 
that  country.  Five  Vifcounts  were 
advanced  to  Earldoms,  leven  Ba¬ 
rons  to  be  Vifcounts,  and  no  lefs 
than  eighteen  new  Barons  created, 
in  the  coarfe  of  one  day.  y  ,  , 

Towards  the  end  of  No-  '  ' 

vember,  the  Eari  of  Buckingham- 
fnire  was  appointed  Lord-Lieute¬ 
nant  of  that  k’ngdom. 

The  melancholy  prognollica- 
tions,  which  at  the  time  had  been 
treated  rather  as  chimerical,  and 
the  exaggeration  of  party,  than  a 
well-founded  deduction  drawn  from 
reafon  and  a  knowledge  of  the  fub- 
je£t,  relative  to  the  calamities  in 
which  the  American  troubles  would 
involve  the  Weft-lndia  iflands,  be¬ 
gan  already  to  be  too  fenlibly  ful¬ 
filled.  Several  of  the  moft  effen- 
tial  neceffaries  of  life,  particularly 
the  articles  of  fullenance  ufed  for 
the  fupport  of  the  negroes,  as  well 
as  of  the  poor  and  laborious  whites, 
had  rifen  from  three  to  four  times 
their  cuftoroary  price.  Staves, 
which  in  the  next  degree  to  food 
were  an  object  of  the  greatefl  ne- 
ceffity,  were  not  to  be  procured  in 
a  fufficient  quantity  at  any  price. 
Other  wants  and  diilreffes  multi¬ 
plied,  and  would  have  been  more 
fenfibly  felt,  had  not  the  dread  of 
famine  abforbed  all  lefTer  confider- 
ations.  The  prizes  taken  from 
the  Americans,  and  difpofed  of  in 
thole  iflands,  prevented  thefe  dif, 
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treffes  from  being  perfectly  ruin¬ 
ous. 

As  there  are  feafons  in  which 
misfortunes  feem  to  be  epidemical, 
fo  in  this  period  of  did  re  fs,  a  con- 
fpiracy  and  infurredlion  of  the  Ne¬ 
groes  in  Jamaica,  though  happily 
difcovered  in  good  time,  and  eafily 
crufhed  in  the  bud,  yet  in  its  con- 
fequences  helped  much  to  increafe 
the  general  calamities  both  at  home 
and  iii  the  iflands.  As  the  {mall 
military  force  in  Jamaica  had  been 
weakened  for  the  American  fer- 
vice,  and  that  the  departure  of  a 
great  fleet  of  merchantmens  amount¬ 
ing  to  about  120  fail,  with  a  part 
of  the  fmall  fquadron  on  that  Na¬ 
tion  to  be  their  convoy,  would 
render  the  ifland  ftill  more  naked 
and  defencelefs,  the  Negroes  fixed 
upon  that  time  for  carrying  their 
deftgn  into  execution. 

The  fleet  which  was  to  have 
failed  in  July,  was  detained  in 
conlequence  of  thedifcovery  of  the 
plot,  for  about  a  month,  when  the 
lhips  were  loaded  and  juft  ready  for 
the  fea  ;  a  detention,  which  though 
an  immediate  heavy  lofs  and  ex¬ 
pence  to  the  owners,  was  produc¬ 
tive  of  much  greater  misfortune. 
For  they  not  only  met  with  bad 
weather  which  fcattered  the  fhips 
and  laid  them  open  to  danger,  but 
the  Americans  thereby  gained  time 
to  equip  their  privateers,  and  feize 
the  critical  ftations  for  intercepting 
their  paflage.  Some  blame  was 
alfo  thrown  upon  the  convoy  ;  but, 
however  it  was,  many  fhips  of  that 
rich  fleet  fell  into  the  hands  of  the 
enemy.  Nor  was  the  trade  from 
the  other  iflands  more  fortunate. 
So  that  though  the  Americans  did 
not  begin  their  diftant  depredations 
till  late  in  the  year,  the  Britifti 
lofs  in  captures  during  1776,  ex- 


clufive  of  tranfports  and  govern¬ 
ment  liore-fhips,  was  eftimated 
confiderably  higher  than  a  million 
fieri  ing. 

In  the  mean  time  the  French 
and  Spanifh  ports  in  Europe,  be¬ 
gan,  fometime  before  the  clofe  of 
the  year,  to  fwarm  with  Ameri¬ 
can  privateers,  and  to  be  crowd¬ 
ed  with  their  Englifh  prizes,  which 
were  at  firft  openly  fold  without 
any  colour  of  difguife.  On  re- 
monftrances  from  this  court,  a  lit¬ 
tle  more  decorum  was  obferved  ; 
fome  check  was  given  to  the  open 
and  avowed  fale  of  prizes  ;  but 
the  p^a&ice  {till  continued.  In 
the  prefen t  unhappy  ftate  of  affairs, 
it  was  thought  neceflary  for  a 
while  to  fufpend  the  aflertion  of 
the  national  dignity.  At  no  time 
had  that  dignity  fuffered  fuch  an 
eclipfe.  In  the  Weft-Indies,  the 
American  depredations  were  car-* 
ried  on  to  a  much  greater  extent, 
and  much  more  avowedly  counte¬ 
nanced  in  all  the  French  colonies. 
Even  French  fhips  took  American 
com  millions  ;  and  with  few,  and 
fometimes  no  American  feamen  on 
board,  carried  on  a  war  upon  the 
Britifh  commerce  with  impunity. 
In  the  mean  time  the  King’s 
fhips,  on  their  parts,  took  an  in¬ 
finite  multitude  of  prizes  from  the 
Americans,  moftly  indeed  of  fmall 
value  ;  but  they  proved  a  very  time¬ 
ly  relief  to  the  fuftering  iflanders. 

The  American  declaration  oi 
independency,  afforded  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  thofe  to  triumph  much 
in  their  fagacity,  who  had  at  all 
times  urged  and  fupported  the  moft 
coercive  meafures,  and  who  now 
infifted  that  this  had  been  the 
grand  objedl  and  operative  motive 
with  the  colonies  during  the  whole 
conteft,  and  the  real  fource  of  all 
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the  prefent  troubles.  The  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  fa&,  with  thefe  and 
other  reafonings  upon  it,  had  ado 
an  effed  upon  many  others,  in  re¬ 
conciling  them  to  the  prefent  mea- 
fures,  and  leading  them  to  confi- 
der  the  disagreeable  fituation  of 
public  affairs,  rather  as  arifing 
from  an  inevitable  necefiity,  than 
proceeding  from  any  error  in  their 
fuperintendence  or  conduit.  It  will 
be  eafily  conceived  that  the  great 
Ioffes  fuftained  by  the  capture  of 
Britifh  fhips,  and  which  trade  o- 
therwife  fuffered  by  the  prodigious 
rife  of  infarance,  (that  upon 
homeward  bound  Weft  India  fhips 
now  amounting  to  2 3 1 .  per  cent.) 
muft  have  exceedingly  embittered 
the  minds  of  the  fufferers  again!! 
the  Americans;  nor  could  it  be 
without  effect  upon  the  temper  of 
the  nation  in  general. 

The  great  armaments,  which 
were  continually  increafing,  in 
the  French  and  Spanifh  ports,  the 
avowed  difpofition  of  thole  flutes 
with  refpeft  to  Portugal,  and  many 
other  fufpicious  appearances,  af¬ 
forded  very  fufficient  grounds  of 
alarm  to  the  minifters  during  the 
reeds.  The  caufe  and  effect  in- 
creafed  with  the  feafon,  until  at 
length,  towards  the  approach  of 
winter,  the  political  horizon  ap¬ 
peared  not  a  little  gloomy. 

In  thefe  circumfiances,  fixteen 
additional  fhips  of  the  line  were 
fuddenly  put  into  com miffion,  and 
.  a  proclamation  iftued, 
Oft.  25 to,  which  the  reward 

to  able  feamen  for  entering  in  the 
nayy  was  increafed  to  five  pounds 
per  man.  X  his  was  followed  by 
another  proclamation,  recalling  all 
feamen  who  were  in  any  foreign 
fervice;  by  two  others,  laying 
embargo  on  the'  exportation  .of 


proviftons  from  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland  ;  and  by  a  fifth,  enjoining 
the  obfervance  of  a  general  fall. 

An  hot  prefs  had  attended  the 
proclamation  for  the  bounty  to 
feamen.  As  the  public  conduct 
of  the  city  of  London  in  political 
matters,  has  for  federal  years  pall, 
in  various  inftances,  drawn  upon  it 
the  moll  marked  and  unequivocal 
indications  of  the  refinement -and 
indignation  of  government,  fo  the 
prefent  occafion  afforded  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  for  a  fquabble  between  that 
body  and  the  admiralty. 

The  Lord  Mayor  claimed  an 
exemption  for  the  watermen  of  his 
barge.  The  city  claimed  an  ex¬ 
emption  from  prefting  within  its 
jurifdidtion.  The  court  of  King's 
Bench  held  that  thefe  claims  did 
not  appear  to  them  lupport- 
ed  by  adequate  proof.  This  dif- 
pute  continued  very  hotly  for  a 
time,  and  ended  without  any  de¬ 
finitive  decifion  on  feveral  of  the 
moft  material  points  of  law.  How¬ 
ever,  the  right  of  prefling  feemed 
to  grow  in  ftrength,  and  ail  ideas 
of  local  or  perfonal  exemptions, 
to  lofe  ground  very  conliderably. 

Towards  the  clofe  of  the  year, 
and  in  the  beginning  of  the  eo- 
fuing,  much  confuiion,  apprehen- 
lion,  and  fufpicion  was  excited, 
by  the  machinery  of  a  wretched 
enthufiaft  and  incendiary,  fince  well 
known  by  the  appellation  of  John 
the  Painter,  bat  whofe  real  name 
was  James  Aitken.  This  man, 
who  was  born  in  Edinburgh,  and 
bred  a  painter,  poffeffing  an  ex¬ 
traordinary  fpirit  of  rambling,  with 
a  ftrong  propenfity  to  vice,  had  paflf- 
ed  in  the  courfe  of  a  few  years  thro* 
an  uncommon  variety  of  thofe 
feenes,  which  attend  the  moft  pro¬ 
fligate  and  abandoned  ftate  of 
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a  vagabond  life.  A  kind  of  life, 
for  which  a  manual  trace,  however 
followed,  affords  the  moil  perfect 
opportunity  and  cover. 

Among  his  other  exploits  he 
had  paffed  through  feveral  march¬ 
ing  regiments  of  foot,  from  each 
of  which  he  deleited  as  foon  as 
opportunity  ferved,  after  receiving 
the  bounty  money*.  In  his  various 
peregrinations  through  the  diffe¬ 
rent  parts  of  England,  he  alter¬ 
nately  committed  highway  rob¬ 
beries,  burglaries,  petty  thefts, 
rapes,  and  worked  at  his  trade,  as 
occafion  invited,  villainy  prompt¬ 
ed,  or  fear  or  necdlity  operated. 
Whether  it  proceeded  from  the 
apprchenfion  of  punifhment,  or 
that  the  original  bent  of  his  ge¬ 
nius  led  him  to  new  fcenes  of 
adlion,  whatever  was  the  opera¬ 
tive  motive,  he  fhipped  himfelf 
off  for  America,  where  he  conti¬ 
nued  for  two  or  three  years.  His 
being  of  a  melancholy  folitary 
nature,  which  neither  fought  for 
affociates  in  crimes,  nor  admitted 
of  partners  in  pleafure,  as  it  con¬ 
tributed  much  to  his  prefervation 
for  fo  long  a  time  from  the  j uftice 
of  thofe  laws  which  he  was  con - 
ilantly  breaking,  ferved  equal¬ 
ly  to  throw  in  utter  darknefs  all 
thofe  parts  of  his  life,  which  he 
did  not  himfelf  think  fitting  or 

rr*  O 

neceffary  to  communicate.  His 
tran ladl ions  in  America  are  ac¬ 
cordingly  unknown,  any  further, 
than  that  he  traverfed,  and  work¬ 
ed  at  his  trade  in,  feveral  of  the 
colomes. 

As  his  pilgrimage  on  that  con¬ 
tinent,  was  in  the  beginning  and 
during  the  progrefs  of  the  pre- 
fent  troubles,  it  may  well  be  ima¬ 
gined,  that  the  violence  of  the 
language  and  fentiments  held  in 


political  matters,  by  that  order  of 
the  people  with  whom  he  lived 
and  converfed,  gave  birth  to  that 
madnefs  of  enthufiafm  in  him, 
which  afterwards  became  fo  dan¬ 
gerous.  He  accordingly  returned 
to  England  with  the  mod  deadly 
antipathy  to  the  government  and 
nation,  and  foon  after,  if  not  ori¬ 
ginally,  adopted  the  defign,  of 
lubverting  in  his  own  fingle  per- 
fon,  that  power  which  he  fo  much 
abhorred. 

The  fcheme  was  as  deteftable, 
as  could  even  be  expe&ed  from 
the  villainous  character  of  the 
framer.  It  was  to  deftroy  the  ma¬ 
ritime  force  of  this  country,  as 
well  as  its  internal  ftrength  and 
riches,  by  fetting  fire  to  the  royal 
deck-yards,  and  Turning  the  prin¬ 
cipal  trading  cities  and  towns, 
with  their  fhipping  of  whatever 
fort,  fo  far  as  it  could  poffi bly  be 
done.  In  the  profecution  of  this 
atrocious  defign,  he  traverfed  the 
kingdom  to  difeover  the  ftate  of 
the  leveral  docks,  and  the  nature 
of  the  watch  by  which  they  were 
guarded,  which  he  ip  general 
found  to  be  as  lax  and  infufiicienc 
as  he  could  have  wifhed.  ■  He  al¬ 
io  took  w'onderful  pains  in  the 
confirmation  of  fireworks,  ma¬ 
chines,  and  combufiibles,  for  the 
purpofe,  but  was  ilrangely  unfuc- 
cefsful  in  all  h  is  attempts  of  this 
nature. 

It  was  owing  to  this  unaccount¬ 
able  failure  in  his  machines,  that 
the  nation  was  faved'from  re¬ 
ceiving  fome  dreadful,  if  not  ir¬ 
retrievable  Ihock.  One  of  them, 
which  extinguifhed  of  its  own  ac¬ 
cord,  w'ithout  any  human  inter¬ 
ference,  was  found,  feveral  weeks 
after  it  had  been  laid,  in  the  cen¬ 
ter  of  a  prodigious  quantity,  of 
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one  of  the  moft  combuftible  fub- 
ftances,  in  the  great  hemp-houfe 
atPortimouth.  He,  however,  fuc- 

.  ceeded,  in  fetting  fire 
Dee.  7th.  tQ  the  rope.houfe  in 

that  yard,  and  had  an  opportunity, 
for  feveral  miles  in  his  flight  to 
London,  to  feaft  the  malignity  of 
his  nature,  in  the  contemplation  of 
that  dreadful  conflagration  which 
he  had  excited,  and  which  from  its 
prodigious  appearance,  he  imagin¬ 
ed  had  fpread  to  all  the  maga¬ 
zines,  buildings,  and  docks.  The 
Are  was  happily  fubdued,  with  no 
other  lofs  than  that  of  the  rope- 
houfe  and  its  contents. 

Theincendiary  ftillpurfuedhisde- 
lign,  but  failed  in  his  attempts  upon 
the  royal  docks,  and  narrowly  e- 
fcaped  being  taken  at  Plymouth. 
The  city  of  Briftol  was  at  that  time 
greatly  divided  between  the  too  nu¬ 
merous  parties  of  Tories  and  Whigs, 
as  they  were  called,  the  former  of 
which  eagerly  fupported,  and  the 
latter  as  highly  detefted,  the  pre- 
fent  court  meafures  againft  Ame¬ 
rica.  The  former  carried  up  an 
addrefs  of  congratulation  upon 
the  late  fuccefles  of  his  Majefty’s 
arms,  which  the  latter  condemned 
in  the  flrongeft  terms,  reprefent- 
ing  it  as  an  ad  highly  indecent, 
unchriftian,  and  impious,  to  ex¬ 
hibit  any  marks  of  triumph  and 
rejoicing  in  the  flaughter  and  de- 
ftrudion  of  their  fellow-fubjeds. 

In  this  ftate  of  party  and  poli¬ 
tical  difunion  among  the  inhabi¬ 
tants,  John  the  Painter,  in  the 
month  of  January,  1777,  attempt¬ 
ed  firft  to  burn  the  dripping, 
and  afterwards  the  city  itfelf. 
A  deep  and  narrow  chafm,  which 
as  nearly  dry  when  the  tide  is 
cut,  fronts  a  great  part  of  the  quay 
in  Briftol,  which  is  generally 
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crowded  with  a  prodigious  nurri-* 
ber  of  veflels,  all  lying  fo  clofe 
together,  and  fo  free  from  water 
in  that  feafon,  that  the  firft  thing 
which  ftrikes  the  attention  of  a 
flranger,  is  a  furprize  how  they 
could  be  fo  lodged  ;  and  the  fe~ 
cond,  a  convidion  of  the  fatal 
and  irremediable  confequences 
both  to  the  dripping  and  the  city, 
which  a  fire  mull  inevitably  pro¬ 
duce.  The  incendiary  failing  in 
his  attempt  to  fet  two  or  three 
of  thofe  veflels  on  fire,  found  fo 
Arid  a  watch  kept  afterwards, 
that  he  was  obliged  to  change  his 
mode  of  operation,  and  to  fecure 
the  deilrudion  of  the  (hips  by 
beginning  with  the  houfes.  Af¬ 
ter  fome  failures  in  his  attempts 
this  way,  in  which,  as  in  all  o- 
thers,  the  finding  of  his  ineffedive 
apparatus  afforded  full  evidence  of 
the  atrocioufnefs  of  the  design, 
he  at  length  fucceeded  fo  far  as 
to  fet  fire  to  fome  warehoufes  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  quay,  fix  or 
feven  of  which  were  confumed. 

Thefe  fads  and  circumftances 
afforded  a  full  fcope,  to  all  'the 
rage  and  virulence  of  party  to 
blaze  out  in  their  utmoft  violence. 
The  moft:  bigotted  and  furious, 
and  confequently  the  moil  igno¬ 
rant,  on  the  one  fide,  attributed 
them  to  the  difaffedion,  the  re¬ 
publican  and  American  princi¬ 
ples,  of  the  other ;  whilft  thofe 
on  an  equal  fcale  of  underftatid- 
ing  and  prejudice  on  that,  were 
fully  convinced,  that  they  were 
malicious  ads  or  inventions  of 
the  Tories,  merely  for  the  purpofe 
of  calumniating  and  blackening 
their  adverfaries. 

The  reign  of  the  incendiary 
was  not  much  longer.  He  was 
taken  up  loon  after  his  departure 

from 
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from  Briftol,  upon  fome  fufpici- 
ous  circumllances,  and  behaved 
with  great  boldneL,  art,  and  an 
uncommon  government  in  point 
of  4'peech,  upon  his  feveral  exa¬ 
minations,  refufing  peremptorily 
to  anfwer  any  queflions,  which 
admitted  even  of  a  doubt  in  the 
remoteil  tendency,  that  the  an- 
fvver  could  by  any  conftru&ion  be 
wrelled  to  his  own  crimination  ; 
nor  was  he  at  all  difconcerted  or 
embarraffed  by  the  appearance,  or 
the  queltions  propofed  to  him, 
by  fome  of  the  Lords,  and  other 
principal  officers  of  the  admiralty. 

He  was,  however,  with  all  his 
art  and  caution,  circumvented  by 
the  means  of  another  painter, 
who  being  either  an  American, 
or  having  lived  on  that  continent, 
found  means  thereby,  and  by  pre¬ 
tending  to  fympathize  in  his  mis¬ 
fortunes,  ar.d  to  hold  principles 
fimilar  to  his  own,  to  obtain  his 
confidence  in  prifon  ;  until  at 
length,  being  inilru&ed  and  affix¬ 
ed  for  the  purpofe,  he  fulfilled 
his  intent,  by  drawing  from  him 
the  whole  hillory  of  his  crimes. 
Upon  his  trial  2t  Portfmouth, 
notwithftanding  the  ffiock  which 
the  appearance  and  evidence  of 
his  pretended  friend  muft  have 
given  him,  he  behaved  with  the 
lame  boldnefs  and  addrefs  which 
he  had  hitherto  manifiefted  ;  made 
a  good  defence,  fihrewd  obferva- 
tions  upon  the  nature  of  the  evi¬ 
dence,  and  the  acknowledged 
bafenefs  of  the  witnefs,  and  re¬ 
ceived  fentence  of  death  with  the 
moil  perfedf  indifference.  He 
fent  for  one  of  the  principal  na¬ 
val  officers  of  Portfmouth,  either 
going  to,  or  at  the  place  of  exe¬ 
cution,  to  whom  he  acknowledg¬ 
ed  his  crime,  and  alfo  gave  fome 


cautions,  with  refpedf  to  the  fu¬ 
ture  prefervation  of  the  royal 
yards  from  fimilar  dangers. 

Such  was  in  general  the  Hate  of 
public  affairs,  during  the  recefs, 
and  for  fome  time  after  the  meet¬ 
ing  of  parliament.  The  „  n 

fpeech  from  the  throne  *  31 
feemed  to  breathe  in-  1'7/  * 
dignation  and  refentment.  It 
would  have  afforded  much  fatis- 
fa&ion  that  the  troubles  which 
had  fo  long  diftradled  the  colo¬ 
nies  had  been  at  an  end  ;  and 
that  the  unhappy  people,  recover¬ 
ed  from  their  delufion,  had  deli¬ 
vered  themfeUes  from  the  oppref- 
fion  of  their  leaders,  and  return¬ 
ed  to  their  duty;  but  fo  daring 
and  defperate  (it  was  faid)  was 
the  fpirit  of  thoie  leaders,  vvhofe 
object  had  always  been  dominion 
and  power,  that  they  had  openly 
renounced  all  allegiance  to  the 
crown,  and  ail  political  connec¬ 
tion  wit;h  this  country  ;  that  they 
had  rejected,  with  circumftancea 
of  indignity  and  infulr,  the  means 
of  conciliation  held  out  to  them 
under  the  authority  of  the  royal 
commiffion ;  and  had  prefumed 
to  fet  up  their  rebellious  confede¬ 
racies  for  independent  Hates. 
Much  mifehief  was  forefeen  from 
the  growth  of  this  rebellion,  if  it 
was  fuffered  to  take  root,  not  on¬ 
ly  with  refped  to  the  fafety  of 
the  loyal  colonies,  and  to  the 
commerce  of  thefe  kingdoms,  but 
to  the  general  fyftem  of  Europe. 
One  great  advantage  would,  how¬ 
ever,  be  derived,  from  theobje& 
of  the  rebels  being  openly  avow¬ 
ed,  and  clearly  underftood  ;  it 
would  produce  unanimity  at  home, 
founded  on  a  general  convi&ion 
of  the  jnflice  and  neceffity  of  oar 
meafures. 


The 
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The  two  hoafss  were  informed 
of  the  recovery  of  Canada,  and 
of  the  fucceffes  on  the  fide  of 
New  York,  which,  notwithstand¬ 
ing  the  unavoidable  delays  that 
retarded  the  commencement  of  the 
operations,  were  of  fuch  impor¬ 
tance,  as  to  afford  the  dronged 
hopes  of  the  in  oft  decifive  good 
confequences ;  but  that,  notwith- 
ftanding  this  fair  profpedt,  another 
campaign  mult,  at  ail  events,  be 
prepared  for. 

Amicable  affurances  were  dill 
received  from  other  courts ;  en¬ 
deavours  were  ufed  to  conciliate 
the  differences  between  Spain  and 
Portugal;  and  though  a  conti¬ 
nuance  of  the  general  tranquillity 
was  hoped,  it  was,  however, 
thought  expedient,  in  the  prefent 
fituation  of  affairs,  that  we  fhould 
be  in  a  refpedlable  date  of  de¬ 
fence  at  home.  The  great  con- 
fequent  expence  was  regretted ; 
but  no  doubt  was  entertained, 
that  the  importance  of  the  ob¬ 
jects  under  coniideration,  would 
procure  a  chearf'ul  grant  of  the 
neceffary  fupplies. 

It  declared,  that  his  Majedy 
could  have  no  other  object  in  this 
arduous  conted  than  the  true  in- 
tereds  of  all  his  fubjedts ;  and 
it  afferted,  that  no  people  ever 
enjoyed  more  happinefs,  or  lived 
under  a  milder  government,  than 
the  revolted  provinces ;  that  their 
beaded  improvements  in  every 
art,  their  numbers,  their  wealth, 
their  drength  by  fea  and  land, 
were  irrefragable  proofs  of  it. 
The  fpeech  concluded  with  a  de¬ 
claration,  that  his  Majedy’s  defire 
was  to  redore  to  them  the  blef- 
jings  of  law  and  liberty,  equally 
enjoyed  by  every  Britifh  Tubjedt, 
which  they  had  fatally  and  despe¬ 


rately  exchanged  for  all.  the  cala¬ 
mities  of  war,  and  the  arbitrary 
tyranny  of  their  chiefs. 

The  addreffes  were  framed  in 
the  ufual  manner,  and,  according 
to  the  practice  of  late  years,  pro¬ 
duced  great  debates,  and  pro- 
pofed  amendments,  of  a  clear  con¬ 
trary  nature,  in  both  houfes. 
That  of  the  Commons,  beddes 
confirming,  repeating  and  adopt¬ 
ing,  all  the  podtions  in  the  fpeech, 
attributes  the  circumdances  of  in¬ 
ful  t  and  indignity,  which  accom¬ 
panied  the  rejection,  by  the  Ame¬ 
rican  leaders,  of  the  means  of  re¬ 
conciliation  gracioully  held  out 
to  them  by  his  Majedy,  to  their 
refentment  of  his  firm  and  con- 
dant  adherence  to  the  mainte¬ 
nance  of  the  conditutional  rights 
of  parliament,  diveded  of  every 
pofilble  view  of  any  feparate  in- 
tereds  of  the  crown  ;  and  expreffss 
the  dronged  fentiments  of  grati¬ 
tude  for  that  attachment  to  the 
parliamentary  authority  of  Great 
Britain,  which  had  thus  provoked 
the  indolence  of  the  chiefs  of  the 
rebellion. 

Lord  John  Cavendifh  moved  an 
amendment,  which  was  of  greater 
length  than  the  original  addrefs. 
In  this  piece,  (which  included  a 
comprehenfive  view'  of  the  rn i - 
niflerial  conducl  with  refpedl  to 
America,)  after  a  declaration  of 
the  mod  earned  zeal  for  his  Ma¬ 
jedy’s  true  intered,  and  the  real 
glory  of  his  reign,  and  the  deep¬ 
ed  concern,  dt  beholding  the 
minds  of  a  very  large,  and  lately 
loyal  and  affectionate  part  of  his 
people,  entirely  alienated  from  his 
government;  it  was  inferred,  that 
luch  an  event,  as  the  difaffeCtion 
and  revolt  of  a  whole  people, 
could  not  have  taken  place,  with¬ 
out 
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out  Tome  ccnfiderable  errors  in  the 
conduct  obferved  towards  them. 

Thefe  errors  were  imputed,  to 
the  want  of  a  fufficient  information 
being  laid  before  parliament,  and 
to  the  repofing  of  too  great  a 
degree  of  confidence  in  Minitiers  ; 
who,  though  by  duty  obliged,  and 
by  office  enabled,  to  fludy  and  to 
know  the  temper  and  difpofition 
of  his  Majeily’s  American  fubjefts, 
and  to  purfue  the  molt  falutary 
ineafures,  had  totally  failed  in 
all.  To  this  mifplaeed  confidence, 
and  want  of  parliamentary  infor¬ 
mation,  was  attributed,  the purfuit 
offehemes  formed  for  the  reduff  ion 
and  challifement  of  a  fuppofed  in- 
con  fiderable  party  of  factious  men, 
and  which  had  driven  thirteen  large 
provinces  to  defpair.  That  every 
Aft  of  Parliament  which  had  been 
pronofed  as  a  means  of  procuring 
peace  and  fubmiffion,  had  become 
a  new  caufe  of  hoflility  and  revolt ; 
until  we  are  almoft  inextricably 
involved  in  a  bloody  arid  expenfive 
civil  war;  which,  befides  exhauft- 
ing  at  prefent  the  ftrength  of  all 
his  Majeky ’s  dominions,  expofing 
our  allies  to  the  defigns  of  their 
and  our  enemies,  and  leaving  this 
kingdom  in  a  moil  perilous  liqua¬ 
tion,  threatens,  in  its  iffue,  the 
moil  deplorable  calamities  tc  the 
Whole  Britifh  race. 

It  lamented,  that  in  confequence 
of  the  credit  given  to  the  repre- 
fentation  of  Mini  Her?,  no  hearing 
had  been  afforded  to  the  reiterated 
complaints  and  petitions  of  the 
colonies,  nor  any  ground  laid  for 
removing  the  original  caufe  of 
thofe  unhappy  differences,  which 
took  their  rife  from  quekions  re¬ 
lative  to  parliamentary  proceed¬ 
ings,  and  can  be  fettled  only  by 
parliamentary  authority.  That, 
'  Vo  L.  XX. 


by  this  fatal  omiffion,  the  Com- 
miffioners  nominated  for  the  ap¬ 
parent  purpofe  of  making  peace, 
were  furnifhed  with  no  legal 
powers,  but  that  of  giving  or 
with  -  holding  pardons  at  their 
pleafure,  and  that  for  relaxing 
the  feverities  of  a  {ingle  penal  Aft 
of  Parliament;  leaving  the  whole 
foundation  of  this  unhappy  con- 
troverfy  juft  as  it  Hood  in  the  be¬ 
ginning. 

It  reprefented  in  ftrong  colours, 
the  fatal  confequence  of  not  fend¬ 
ing  out  the  Commiffioriers  for 
feven  months  after  the  time,  that 
their  fpeedy  departure  had  been 
announced  by  the  fpeech  from  the 
throne  ;  by  which  neglefl,  it  fays, 
the  inhabitants  of  the  colonies, 
apprized  that  they  were  put  out  of 
the  protection  of  government,  and 
feeing  no  means  provided  for  their 
entering  into  it,  were  furnifhed 
with  reafons  but  too  colourable  for 
breaking  off  their  dependency  on 
the  crown  of  this  kingdom. 

It  gave  an  affurance,  that  the 
Ho ufc,  by  removing  their  con- 
fidehce  from  thofe  who  had  in  fes 
many  inkances  grofly  abufed  it, 
would  endeavour  to  rellore  to  par¬ 
liament  the  confidence  of  all  the 
people.  To  arifwer  this  end,  it 
was  propofed  to  make  enquiries 
into  the  grievances  of  the  colonies, 
into  the  condufl  of  Minifies  with 
regard  tb  them,  the  c.aufes,  that 
the  commerce  of  this  kingdom  had 
been  left  expofed  to  the  reprifals 
of  the  colonies,  at  the  very  time 
when  their  feamen  and  filhermen, 
being  indiferiminately  prohibited 
from  the  peaceful  exercife  of  their 
occupations,  and  declared  open, 
enemies,  mud  have  been  expected, 
with  a  certain  affurance,  to  be¬ 
take  themfelves  to  plunder,  and  to 
|  C)  wreak 
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wreak  their  revenge  on  the  com¬ 
merce  of  Great  Britain. 

It  obferved,  that  a  wife,  mode¬ 
rate,  and  provident  ufe  of  the  late 
advantages  gained  in  arms*  m  ight 
be  productive  of  happy  effects  : 
and  gave  an  aifu ranee,  that  nothing 
fhould  be  wanting  on  their  part, 
to  enable  his  Majefty  to  take  full 
advantage  of  any  difpofttion  to  re¬ 
conciliation,  which  might  be  the 
confequence  of  the  miferies  of  war, 
by  laying  down  real  permanent 
grounds,  of  connection  between 
Great  Britain  and  her  colonies,  on 
principles  of  liberty  and  terms  of 
mutual  advantage. 

It  concluded  with  the  following 
declaration,  which  contained  high 
and  liberal  fentiraents.  We 

fhould  look  with  the  utmoft  fhame 
and  horror,  on  any  events  that 
ihould  tend  to  break  the  fpirit  of 
any  large  part  of  the  Britifh  na¬ 
tion  :  to  bow  them  to  an  abjedt 
unconditional  fubmiftion  to  any 
power  whatfoever;  to  annihilate 
their  liberties,  and  to  fubdue  them 
to  fervile  principles  and  paflive 
habits,  by  the  mere  force  of  foreign 
mercenary  arms  ;  becaufe,  amidft 
the  excelfes  andabufes  which  hav® 
happened,  we  mu  ft  refpedl  the 
fpirit  and  principles  operating  in 
thefe  commotions.  O-ur  wifti  is 
to  regulate,  not  to  deftroy  them  ; 
for  though  differing  in  fome  cir- 
cumftances,  thofe  very  principles 
evidently  bear  fo  exadl  an  analogy 
with  thofe  which  fupport  the  moft 
valuable  part  of  our  own  conftitu- 
tion,  that  it  is  impolfible,  with 
any  appearance  of  juftice,  to  think 
of  wholly  extirpating  them  by  the 
fword,  in  any  part  of  his  Majefty’s 
dominions,  without  admitting  con- 
fequences,  and  eitablifhing  pre¬ 


cedents,  the  moft  dangerous  to  the 
liberties  of  this  kingdom.” 

A  fimilar  amendment  to  the 
addrefs  of  the  Lords  was  moved  for 
by  the  Marquis  of  Rockingham, 
and  both  were  fupported  with  great 
force  and  animation,  and  the  de¬ 
bates  in  both  Houfes,lorig,various, 
and  interefting.  In  thefe,  the 
fpeech  from  the  throne,  which 
was  confiaered  merely  as  the  adt 
of  the  Minifter,  was  taken  to 
pieces  without  ceremony,  and 
treated  in  all  its  parts  with  unufual. 
afperity. 

It  was  afked,  where  thofe  mighty 
leaders  were  found,  whom  the 
Americans  obeyed  fo  implicitly, 
and  who  governed  them  with  fo 
defpotic  a  rule  ?  They  had  no 
grandees  among!!  them  ;  — -  their 
foil  is  not  productive  of  nobility. 
No  people  upon  earth,  in  an  equal 
ftate  of  improvement,  with  fo  great 
an  extent  of  country,  fo  dirfufive 
a  commerce  with  mankind,  and 
in  poffeffion  of  fo  large  a  fhare  of 
fubftaritial  perfonal  property,  were 
fo  nearly  in  a  ftate  of  equality. 
There  were  not  many  large,  and 
there  were  no  over-grown  fortunes 
among  them.  Mr.  Hancock,  was 
a  plain  merchant,  of  fair  cha¬ 
racter,  and  confiderable  fubftance 
in  Bofton  ;  he  poftefted  nafuper- 
eminence  over  his  brethren,  nor 
authority  over  the  people,  till  the 
prefent  troubles  called  him  into 
both.  Mr.  Walhington  poftefted 
fuch  a  landed  eftate,  as  feveral 
very  private  gentlemen  in  every 
county  in  England  poftefs,  which 
enables  them  to  exhibit  fuch  a 
degree  of  hofpitality,  as  procures 
them  refpedl  and  regard  in  their 
own  diftrid^s,  without  their  being 
heard  of  w  known  beyond  thofe 

limits. 
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Jifnits.  Others,  who  now  figure 
in  the  held  of  the  Congrefs,  were, 
and  would  have  continued,  Hill 
more  obfcure.  By  what  magic  is 
it  then,  that  thole  people,  who 
are  reprefented  as  violent  repub¬ 
licans,  as  levellers  in  principle, 
who  are  laid  to  abhor  all  thofe 
dillinftions  which  cuffom  and  au¬ 
thority  hav'e  effablilhed  in  other 
parts  of  the  world,  lhould  all  at 
once  have  changed  their  nature, 
and,  what  is  perhaps  Hill  more 
extraordinary,  have  lubdued  their 
prejudices,  lb  as  to  refign  all  their 
faculties  of  thinking,  and  powers 
of  afting,  to  a  few  unknown 
defpots  ? 

The  anfwer,  they  faid,  was  ob¬ 
vious,  and  was  merely  this,  that 
the  aflertion  was  falfe  ;  and  that  it 
was  at  the  fame  time  fo  palpably 
abfurd,  as  not  to  merit  a  ferious 
refutation.  The  Americans  had 
been  driven  by  oppreffion  to  a 
vindication  of  their  rights  ;  and, 
at  length,  by  our  invincible  per- 
feverance,  in  the  madnefs  and  in- 
jultice  of  ourconduft,  to  a  defence 
of  them  by  arms.  In  this  fitua- 
tion,  driven  together  by  common 
danger  and  calamity,  and  com¬ 
pelled  to  the  lad  refource  of  which 
human  nature  is  capable,  they  were 
under  the  fame  neceffity,  which 
all  people  (even  favages,  in  their 
original  Hate  of  nature  and  equa¬ 
lity)  ever  have  been,  and  muH  ever 
continue  to  be,  in  fimilar  circum- 
Hances,  of  creating  leaders,  to 
conduit  their  public  affairs,  and 
to  command  their  armies.  Thefe 
leaders,  can  have  no  other  powers 
than  what  the  people  think  fitting 
and  neceflary  to  intruff  them  with. 
Their  representatives  in  the  Pro¬ 
vincial  affemblies,  are  elected  an¬ 
nually  j  the  general  Congrefs  ex- 
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pires  with  the  year.  ,  At  that 
period,  all  power  returns  again  to 
the  people  at  large,  who  again 
delegate  it  in  fuch  proportions, 
and  to  luch  perfons,  as  they  think 
proper.  Thus,  thofe  luppofed 
tyrants,  who  are  reprefented  as 
trampling  equally  upon  all  laws, 
and  upon  the  necks  of  the  people, 
as  governing  them  with  rods  of 
fcorpions,  and  praftifing  upon 
them  a  defpotifm,  fcarcely  known 
in  the  oldeff  effablilhed  tyrannies, 
are  no  other,  than  their  own  public 
officers  and  fervants,  appointed  at 
their  will, 'and  removeable  at  their 
pleafure.  With  what  face  then  has 
the  Miniffer  approached  Parlia-' 
ment,  or  ventured  to  infult  Ma- 
jeffy,  with  fo  unqualified  and 
fhamelefs  an  impofition* 

In  the  lame  fpirit,  faid  they,  of 
impofing  upon,  and  with  the  ad¬ 
ditional  defign  of  irritating  the 
nation,  it  is  advanced,  that  the 
Americans  have  rejected,  with 
circumffances  of  indignity  and 
infult,  the  means  of  conciliation 
held  out  to  them  under  the  com- 
mifiion.  This  falfehood,  they 
Hfid,  was  engrafted  upon  a  fimilar 
one  of  the  preceding  fefiion,  by 
which  it  was  held  out,  that  terms 
of  accommodation  would  be  re¬ 
ferred  to  the  confideration  of  par¬ 
liament.  Though  this  was  neither 
defigned  noreffefted,  yet  to  nourifh 
thedelufion  of  the  people,  a  foli- 
tary  claufe  was  thrown  into  the 
capture  aft,  empowering  the  crown 
to  appoint  Commifiioners  to  grant 
pardons  ;  a  matter  to  which  it 
was  as  fully  competent,  without, 
as  with  an  Aft  of  Parliament. 
Thus,  the  boafted  means  of  conci¬ 
liation,  which  the  Americans  had 
fo  ungratefully  andcontumacioully 
rejefted,  were  nothing  more  than 
[C]  3  a  naked 
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a  naked  offer  of  pardon,  upon 
terms,  the  very  idea  of  which  are 
abhorrent  to  the  nature  of  every 
fubjeCl  of  this  free  government. 
The  Miniders  well  knew  that  they 
would  never  voluntarily  accept  the 
terms  of  unconditional  fubmiffion, 
and  they  intentionally  drove  them, 
though  they  dare  neither  avow  the 
defign  nor  the  motives,  to  the  only 
remaining  alternative  of  refinance, 
and  its  fcarcely  avoidable  confe- 
quence,  the  declaration  of  inde¬ 
pendence.  To  prevent,  however, 
the  poiTibility  of  any  change  of 
difpodtion,  the  effect  of  any  alle¬ 
viating  circumdances,  and  to  ren¬ 
der  them  totally  enraged  and  def- 
perate,  the  com  million,  fuch  as  it 
was,  and  the  Ccminiffioners,  were 
detained  for  feveral  months,  until 
tne  whole  fyftem  of  irritation  and 
punifhment  of  the  penal  laws,  in¬ 
cluding  (what  they  called)  the  in- 
diferiminate  injultice  and  cruelty 
of  the  Capture  Ad,  by  which  they 
were  declared  enemies,  put  out  of 
the  protection  of  the  law,  and 
their  property  held  out  as  a  com¬ 
mon  fpoil,  had  full  time  and  fcope 
for  their  operation.  Nor  could  any 
fubmiffion,  however  general  and 
unconditional,  mitigate  their  cala¬ 
mities,  as  there  were  no  Dcrfons 
upon  the  fpot,  vvno  had  authority 
to  receive  it  if  offered,  nor  to  relax 
c,r  fufpend  the  feveritv  of  the  laws 
in  favour  of  thofe  who  returned  to 
their  duty.  k  et  now  the  nation 
are  to  be  ffill  milled,  and  farther 
in  darned,  by  holding  out  an  idea, 
tiiat  equitable  and  gracious  means 
of  conciliation  had  been  propofed 
to  the  Americans,  and  by  them 
rejected  with  the  molt  unparalleled 
icorn  and  indolence. 

The  polition.  in  th,e  fpeech,  that 
no  people  ever  enjoyed  greater 


happinels,  or  lived  under  a  milder 
government,  than  the  revolted  co¬ 
lonies,  in  fupport  of  which  their 
improvement^  arts,  theirnumber, 
their  wealth,  and  their  ftrength  by 
lea  and  land,  were  brought  in 
proof,  was  faid  to  imply  a  virtual 
and  moffj u ft  cenfureon  the  conduCt 
of  admini  dration,  Upon  what 
principle  of  vvifdom  or  policy  was 
fuch  a  people  forced  in  to  rebellion  ? 
This  power  and  greatnefs,  which 
compofed  a  part  of  our  own,  and 
which  was  not  to  be  equalled  in 
the  hi  dory  of  colonization  by  any 
other  people,  owed  its  growth  to 
the  juit  and  equal  fyltern  of  the 
Engjifh  laws  and  conllitution,  and 
to  tne  biellings  of  a  mild  and  equi¬ 
table  government.  Why  was  this 
admirable  fyltem  of  wifdom  and 
equity,  which  prod  need  fuch  noble, 
nay  wonderful  effeCts,  departed 
from  ?  The  fpeech  holds  out,  that 
the  prefent  meafures  are  intended 
to  reffore  the  biellings  of  law  and 
liberty  to  America.  Wffiy  were 
thofe  biellings  interrupted  ?  Will 
their  being  offered  at  the  point  of 
the  bayonet  increafe  their  value  ? 
Why  was  the  fair  fabrick  which 
had  been  the  work  of  fo  many 
ages  dedroyed,  in  order  to  re- 
edablidi  that  by  the  fword,  which 
prudence  and  good  government, 
had  already  deemed  to  fix  for 
ever?  v 

The  amicable  and  pacific  fen- 
timents  attributed  to  other  powers, 
at  the  time  that  all  Europe  was 
armed  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  befpoke 
the  mod  immediate  deiign  or  ap- 
prehenlion  of  hodility,  was  equally 
animadverted  on,  and  reprefen  ted 
as  a  part  of  that  principle  of  de¬ 
ception  and  impodtion,  which,  as 
they  affirmed,  run  through  the 
whole.  In  this  in  dance,  the  Mi- 
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nifler’s  actions  gave  the  moll  direct 
and  unqualified  contradiction  to 
his  words.  At  the  very  time,  that 
he  was  holding  out  this  delufive 
appearance  of  fecurity  to  parlia¬ 
ment,  the  whole  nation  was  alarm¬ 
ed  and  thrown  into  confufion, 
and  its  commerce  ruined,  by  the 
unexpected  iffue  of  prefs  warrants, 
together  with  the  unufual  circum- 
fiances  of  rigour  and  violence  with 
which  they  were  carried  into  exe¬ 
cution.  Here  his  conduct  is  open 
a  id  undifguifed,  and  removes  at 
once  that  veil  of  deception  which 
involves  his  declarations. 

The  expectation  of  unanimity 
from  theprefentfituation  of  affairs, 
was  treated  as  a  matter  of  unbe¬ 
coming  levity,  as  well  as  of  dif- 
refpect  to  thofe  to  whom  it  was 
directed.  Was  ever  any  thing 
more  truly  ridiculous,  (faid  the 
Oppolition)  than  the  calling  for 
unanimity  in  meafures,  becaufe 
thole  meafures  had  been  uniformly 
productive  of  all  the  mifehiefs 
which  had  been  forefeen  and  pre¬ 
dicted  ?  As  we  have  uniformly 
oppofed,  faid  they,  the  whole 
train  of  thefe  deitruCtive  meafures, 
in  explaining  the  motives  of  our 
conduCt,  we  have  as  eonftantly 
ftated  their  natural  confequences, 
which  amounted  to  an  exaCt  pre¬ 
diction  of  all  thofe  evils  that  have 
enlued.  No  prophecies  were  ever 
more  accurately  fulfilled.  And 
now,  when  the  empire  is  fevered, 
America  for  ever  loft,  when  djf- 
traCtion  prevails  at  home,  and  ruin 
furrounds  us  without,  theMinifter, 
with  a  degree  of  facetioufnefs  and 
humour,  which  might  obtain  credit 
in  another  place,  and  upon  other 
occafions,  takes  it  for  granted, 
that  we  lliall  now  be  unanimous, 
in  the  fupport  of  that  ruinous 


fyftem,  and  the  profecution  of 
thofe  deitruCtive  meafures,  which 
have  already  brought  on  all  our  ca¬ 
lamities. 

It  was  infilled,  that  nothin p; 
could  fave  this  country,  from  hill 
more  fatal  confequences  than  thofe 
which  it  had  already  experienced, 
but  an  immediate  recal  of  the 
armies  from  America,  a  repeal  of 
all  the  penal  and  obnoxious  laws 
againft  that  people,  and  a  full  re- 
ftoration  of  their  charters  and 
rights.  That  thefe  meafures,  ope¬ 
rating  upon  the  eftablilhed  habits, 
and  upon  the  natural  affection  of 
the  Americans,  might  ftill  prove 
the  means  of  re- uniting  the  fevered 
parts  of  the  empire.  But  that  if 
irritation,  a  bitternefs  proceeding 
from  the  Ioffes  they  have  fuftained, 
and  the  cruelties  they  fuffered, 
with  a  relilh  for  the  novel  fweet- 
nefs  of  power  and  command,  and 
a  knowledge  of  their  ftrength, 
Ihould  operate  fo  far  on  the  fide  of 
the  Americans,  as  to  render  this 
confummation  (which  of  all  others 
was  the  molt  devoutly  to  be  wifhed) 
impracticable,  if  fuch  was  found 
to  be  our  unhappy  lituation,  no-r 
thing  in  that  cafe  was  left  to  be 
done,  upon  any  principle  of  found 
reafon  and  right  policy,  but  im¬ 
mediately  to  acknowledge  their 
independence,  and  by  concluding 
a  commercial  and  federal  treaty  of 
union  with  them,  again  to  colleCt 
together  fuch  fmail  part  as  could 
yet  be  retained  of  thofe  glorious 
advantages,  which  in  the  high  ca¬ 
reer  of  our  pride,  injuftice  and 
madnefs,  we  had  fcattered  abroad. 
It  availed  nothing  noy^,  they 
faid,  to  refleCl  upon  what  we 
were,  or  what  we  had  loft  ;  we 
mull  conform  ourfelves  with  pru¬ 
dence  to  our  prefent  fituation,  or 
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get  into  a  worfe.  Unwife  con¬ 
duct,  and  evil  counfels,  generally 
brought  on  their  own  punifhment. 
We  mud  now  fubmit,  however 
difagreeabie  to  our  feeling,  to  that 
chaftifement  which  we  have  too 
juftly  merited.  The  more  we 
druggie,  and  the  longer  we  perfift 
in  the  obftinacy  of  error,  the 
greater  fhali  we  find  the  meafufe 
of  our  punifnment ;  nor  will  it  in  a 
little  time  be  circumfcribed  within 
any  rule  of  proportion. 

They  drongly  aderted,  that  a 
war  with  the  whole  Houfe  of  Bour¬ 
bon,  in  conjunction  with  our  late 
friends  and  fellow  -  fubjects  the 
Americans,  moil;  be  the  inevita¬ 
ble,  and  not  diliant,  confequence 
of  a  perfeverance  in  our  prefent 
meafures.  Our  ally,  Portugal, 
whom  we  were  bound  by  every  tie 
to  protect,  was  already  menaced 
with  immediate  danger.  If  we 
even  fubmitted  to  the  degradation 
in  the  eyes  of  all  Europe,  of  facri- 
flcing  our  ally,  our  faith/  and  our 
intereft,  to  prefent  apprehenflon  of 
danger,  that  would  afford  no  per¬ 
manent  fecuritv,  as  the  prefent 
conduct  of  France  and  Spain,  the 
nature  of  their  preparations,  and 
the  fupport  which  they  already  af¬ 
forded  the  Americans,  fufhciently 
fhewed  ihe  part  which  they  would 
take  in  our  unhappy  civil  conten¬ 
tion  . 

Were  we  now  then  in  a  condi¬ 
tion,  when  we  found  ourfelves  un¬ 
able,  with  all  the  affidance  we 
could  derive  from  our  mercenary 
auxiliaries,  only  to  reduce  our  own 
revoked  fubjects,  to  encounter  the 
whole  force  of  the  Houfe  Gf  Bour¬ 
bon,  united  with  that  of  the  Ame¬ 
ricans  ?  Our  national  defence  by 
fea  and  land  lay  now  in  America, 
$nd  jn  a  great  meafure  at  tjie  mercy 
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of  thofe  two  powers.  Was  this 
then  a  feafon,  with  an  accumulat¬ 
ing  debt,  a  decreafmg  revenue,  an 
exhaufture  of  our  refources,  with 
divided  councils,  and  a  diffracted 
people  at  the  verge  of  political  de- 
fpair,  to  engage  in  fo  arduous  a 
conteft  ?  In  fo  dire  and  calami¬ 
tous  a  fituation,  a  fpeedy  reconci¬ 
liation,  upon  any  terms,  with  the 
colonies,  was  the  only  means  left 
of  political  falvation.  Grievous 
and  painful  though  the  lofs  of 
America  would  be,  it  was  not, 
however,  the  upfliot  of  calamity. 
The  quedion  of  the  Americans  be¬ 
ing  our  friends,  or  being  in  con¬ 
firmed  enmity,  and  in  compact 
with  our  natural  enemies,  went 
perhaps  to  that  of  our  exigence  as 
a  date. 

Upon  thefe  and  many  other 
grounds,  they  reprobated  the  pro- 
pofed  addreffes  in  both  houfes, 
which  they  charged  with  fubfcrib- 
ing  to  the  ill-founded  panegyricks 
which  the  Miniders  had  compofed 
upon  themfelves  in  the  fpeech,with 
involving  the  nation  in  a  continu¬ 
ance  of  the  fame  ruinous  meafures 
which  had  occafioned  all  its’  cala¬ 
mities,  and  with  giving  a  parlia- 
mentary  fanction  to  a  number  of 
mifreprefentations  and  fallacies, 
calculated  merely  to  amufe,  de¬ 
ceive,  midead,  or  inflame  the  peo¬ 
ple.  Whild  they  contended,  that 
the  amendments  would  afford  that 
time  and  opportunity  to  parlia¬ 
ment,  which  their  duty,  a  proper 
regard  to  their  own  dignity,  and 
the  alarming  date  of  public  affairs, 
all  equally  demanded,  for  enquir¬ 
ing  diligently  into  the  date  of  the 
nation,  tracing  the  fources  of  our 
prefent  calamities, and  for  consider¬ 
ing  and  deviling  all  poflible  means 
of  averting  the  innumerable  dan- 
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gers  with  which  we  were  fur- 
rounded  . 

On  the  other  fide,  the  fpeech 
was  defended  in  all  its  parts  ;  its 
veracity,  prudence,  joflice,  and 
magnanimity,  being  equally  fup- 
ported  and  applauded.  It  was 
affirmed  to  be  replete  with  the 
llrongek  marks  of  found  policy  and 
royal  wifdom,  as  well  as  with  in¬ 
dubitable  proofs  of  the  greateft  pa¬ 
ternal  regard  and  tendernefs,  for 
the  profperity,  happinefs,  and  free¬ 
dom,  of  all  the  fubjefls  of  this 
empire,  however  remote  or  fepa- 
rated.  The  amendment  to  the  ad- 
drefs  was  oppofed,  as  bringing 
matters  forward,  which,  for  the 
p refen t,  formed  no  part  of  the  bu¬ 
ll  nefs  before  parliament.  If  Mi¬ 
ni  llers  had  neglected  their  duty  ; 
if  they  fuffered  themfelves  to  be 
deceived  ;  or  if  they  milled  parlia¬ 
ment  ;  thefe,  or  any  of  them, 
might  be  proper  obje&s  of  enqui¬ 
ry  at  a  fuitable  and  convenient 
feafon.  But  this  was  neither  the 
time,  nor  could  thefe  matters  be 
the  proper  fu bj edit  of  the  prefent 
addrefs.  The  only  quefiion  now 
before  them,  that  was  worthy  of 
debate,  was  very  fimple  in  its  na¬ 
ture,  comprizable  in  a  fmall  com- 
pafs,  and  eafily  decided.  It  was 
only,  whether  we  chofe  to  refign 
all  the  benefits  which  we  derived 
from  our  colonies,  all  thofe  fruits, 
to  which  our  vail  expenditure  of 
blood  and  treafure  in  their  nurture 
and  defence,  gave  us  a  moll  legal 
and  equitable  right,  and  by  truck¬ 
ling  to  the  defiance  and  infult 
hurled  at  us  by  the  Americans,  cut 
off  at  once  the  fources  of  our  power 
and  opulence,  and  fubmit  of  confe- 
quence  to  a  degradation  from  that 
rank  which  we  now  hold  in  the  po¬ 
litical  fyftemof  mankind,  or  whe¬ 


ther,  by  a  full  exertion  of  our 
power,  whilll  yet  in  llrength  and 
vigour,  we  preferve  all  thefe  ad¬ 
vantages,  affert  our  ancient  glory, 
rekere  the  fupreme  and  indivifible 
authority  of  the  Britilh  legillaturc, 
and  bring  our  ungrateful  and  re¬ 
bellious  fubjects  to  a  due  fenfe  of 
their  duty  and  dependence. 

Thefe,  faid  they,  are  the  great 
objedls  under  the  confideration  of 
parliament.  The  declaration  of 
independency  has  done  away  all 
-other  quellions  on  the  American 
fubjeft.  Taxation,  legal  rights, 
charters,  and  afts  of  navigation, 
are  now  no  more.  That  whirl¬ 
pool  has  fwallowed  them  all  within 
its  vortex.  It  was  only  through 
the  llrength  derived  from  her  colo¬ 
nies,  that  this  nation  was  enabled 
to  hold  a  firft  place  among  the 
greatell  powers  in  Europe.  Take 
•  them  away,  and  ihe  finks  into  no¬ 
thing.  Her  very  exikence,  as  an 
independent  nation,  will  be  at 
Hake.  It  is  only  now  then  to  be 
determined,  whether,  without  an 
effort,  we  (hall  fubmit  inglorioully' 
to  inevitable  ruin,  or  whether,  by 
a  vigorous  exertion,  we  retain  our 
ufual  power  and  fplendor. 

It  was  not,  however,  doubted, 
that,  even  independently  of  mo¬ 
tives  of  interell  and  fafety,  the  un¬ 
paralleled  bafenefs  and  ingratitude 
of  the  Americans,  with  the  daring 
infolency  of  their  conduct,  would 
roufe  the  Britilh  fpirit  in  fuch  a 
manner,  that  it  would  take  fpeedy 
and  effeflual  meafures  for  their 
chakifement.  But,  notwithftand- 
ing  that  the  atrocioufnefs  of  their 
crimes  would  nearly  jullify  any 
feverity  of  punilhment,  it  was  Hill 
wifhed,  that  when  brought  to  a 
proper  knowledge  of  their  duty 
and  condition,  they  lliould  be 
[C]  4  treated 
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treated  with  lenity  ;  far  from  the 
insinuation  held  out  in  the  amend¬ 
ment,  of  reducing  them  to  a  fervile 
or  abjed  fubmilfion. 

Some  of  the  young  lords  were 
fevere  upon  the  factious  fpirit 
which  prevailed  here,  as  well  as  jn 
America  ;  attributing  it  to  the  for¬ 
mer,  that  the  latter  had  been 
brought  into  adion.  And  it  was 
infilled,  that  as  the  opposition  had 
hitherto  avowedly  formed  their 
conduct,  upon  an  opinion,  that 
the  Americans  had  never  defigned, 
or  even  aimed  at  independency, 
and  had  reprobated  every  idea  of 
that  nature,  with  an  abhorrence 
equal  to  that  fhewn  on  their  fide, 
they  were  now  bound,  in  confor¬ 
mity  with  their  own  words  and 
principles,  to  fupport,  with  the 
utmofi:  vigour,  thole  me  a  f  u  res  w  h  i  c  h 
were  neeeffary  for  their  reduction . 
That  this  was  the  ground  of  una¬ 
nimity  held  out  m  the  fpeech, 
and  which  had  been  treated  with 
fuch  ridicule  and  afperity,  though 
no  conclufion  could  be  fairer  drawn , 
whilil  it  was  fuppofed  they  aded 
upon  any  line  of  cpnfiftehcy.  That 
their  unanimity  now  in  fupport  of 
government,  was  the  fmalleft  re¬ 
paration  which  they  could  make  to 
the  nation,  for  the  countenance 
they  had  unhappily  given,  and  the 
fhare  they  consequently  held  in  fo¬ 
menting  the  prefent  diiturbances. 
$nd  that  it  was  to  be  hoped,  they 
would  now,  by  candidly  confeffing 
their  error,  convince  the  world  they 
were  only  miflaken,  and  not  inten¬ 
tionally  wrong. 

The  ideas  of  defpondency, which 
were  held  out  on  the  other  fide, 
were  faid  to  be  as  chimerical,  as  the 
alarming  reprefentation  of  public 
affairs,  to  which  they  belonged, 
was  unfounded.  The  happy  luc- 
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cefs  which  had  already  attended 
our  arms  in  America,  afforded  fuf- 
ficientroom  for  the  ftrongell  hopes, 
that  the  troubles  there  would  be 
fpeedily  terminated.  That  they 
would  probably  prove  .a  fource  of 
happinefs  on  all  fides,  as  they  would 
afford  an  opportunity  for  fixing  the 
government  of  the  colonies  on  a 
permanent  balls,  and  finally  fet¬ 
tling  all  thofe  queftions  which  had 
hitherto  been  the  caufeof  debate. 
T  h at  n o t  hi n g  was  wan  ti n  g  to  b r i  n g 
affairs  to  this  wifhed-for  crifis,  but 
u  n  an  i  m  i  ty  h  ere ,  a  q  d  vigo  ur  i  n  A  m  e- 
rica.  That  the  enfuing  campaign, 
fuppofing  every  cbitade  which 
could  take  place,  would  undoubt¬ 
edly  be  con  cl  u  five  in  its  effed, 
And  that  in  this  hate  of  things  it 
could  not  be  conceived,  how  any 
friend  to  the  interefis  of  this  coun¬ 
try,  could  with  to  weaken  the 
hands  of  government,  or  hefitate 
a  moment  in  agreeing  to  the  ad- 
drefs,  when  the  meafures  to  which 
it  was  intended  to  give  afandion, 
were  the  only  means  to  fave  the 
Britiih  empire  from  certain  ruin 
and  deftrudion. 

The  appearances  of  danger  from 
foreign  powers,  were  in  part  de¬ 
nied:  in  part  palliated.  It  was 
faid,  that  the  ilrongeft  affurances 
of  amity  continued  to  be  received 
from  France  ;  that  the  differences 
between  Spain  and  Portugal  were 
likely  to  be  accommodated;  and 
that  our  arming,  induced  other 
powers  alfo  to  arm,  from  motives 
merely  of  prudence  and  caution. 
They  alfo  recurred  to  the  old  doc¬ 
trine,  that  it  being  diredly  con¬ 
trary  to  the  intereff,  it  could  not 
be  fuppofed  confonant  to  the  defire 
of  France  or  Spain,  that  any  power¬ 
ful  independent  Hate  fhould  be 
eftablifhed  in  America.  Such  ai^ 

event 
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event  mu  ft  interfere  with  their 
commercial  interefts  in  both  worlds; 
the  idea  of  independence  might  be¬ 
come  contagious,  and  fpread  to 
their  own  colonies  ;  and  they  might 
be  immediately  endangered  by  the 
power  and  ambition  of  a  new  and 
riling  ftate.  If  any  iinifter  defigns 
were,  however,  lurking,  they  had 
not  efcaped,  they  faid,  the  pene¬ 
trating  eves  of  our  minifters,  who, 
by  their  prefent  fpirited  prepara¬ 
tion,  had  put  it  out  of  the  power  of 
any  infidious  rival,  or  enemy,  to 
take  us  by  furprize,  or  to  convert 
the  fituation  of  our  affairs  to  their 
advantage.  A  conduct  replete  with 
fuch  wifdom,  that  it  merited  the 
warm  eft  approbation,  inftead  of 
captious  enquiries,  and  a  difpofi- 
tion  to  draw  unfavourable  conclu- 
ftons. 

The  minifter  took  fome  pains 
intheHoufeof  Commons,  to  re¬ 
concile  the  apparent  contradiction 
which  had  been  alledged,  between 
the  affurances  of  amity  held  out  in 
the  fpeech,  and  the  prefent  fudden 
armament.  He  avowed  the  paf- 
fage  and  the  meafure  by  acknow¬ 
ledging  his  advice  to  both  ;  and 
after  ted,  that  the  one  was  ftridly 
true,  and  both  perfectly  confident. 
It  was  not  deemed  prudent  to  rely 
fo  far  upon  any  affurances,  as  to  be 
off  our  guard  ;  and  as  other  powers 
were  arming-,  it  was  determined 
we  fhould  be  prepared  for  all 
.events. 

Such  was  the  date  of  warfare  be¬ 
tween  the  two  parties.  The  num¬ 
bers  in  favour  of  miniftry  >  conti¬ 
nued  nearly  as  ufual  ;  but  it  was 
obferved,  that  the  fpirit  of  the  de¬ 
bate  on  their  fide  viftbly  ftackened. 
The  addrefles  were  not  defended 
>yith  the  accuftomed  animation  in 


either  houfe.  The  great  and  a  1- 
moft  uniform  fucceftes  of  the  cam¬ 
paign,  having  produced  no  effeCt 
whatever  towards  a  pacification, 
had  fomewhat  damped  the  expec¬ 
tations  which  had  been  generally 
formed  from  a  fyftem  of  coercion. 
The  armament  in  our  ports  an¬ 
nounced  more  apprehenfions  from 
foreign  powers,  than  were  removed 
by  the  declarations,  or  the  argu¬ 
ments,  of  the  minifters  on  the  fub- 
jeCt.  A  great  and  growing  expence 
was  forefeen.  It  was  admitted, 
that  the  reduction  of  America  was 
no  longer  to  be  confidered  as  the 
woyk  of-  a  campaign. 

On  the  other  hand,  though  the 
advantages  obtained  in  America 
had  not  produced  all  the  effeCt  that 
was  expeCted  by  fanguine  expec¬ 
tants,  yet  it  appeared  abfurd  to 
defer t  the  purfuit  of  a  great  objedl 
in  the  very  midft  of  victory.  Be- 
fides,  the  declaration  of  indepen¬ 
dency  Teemed  a  great  bar  to  accom¬ 
modation.  Without  doors,  it  pro¬ 
duced  the  full  effeCl  propofed  by 
the  fpeech,  by  adding  greatly  to 
the  alienation  of  the  people  at  large 
from  the  Americans,  their  caufe, 
and  their  pretentions.  Miniftry 
certainly  derived  from  thence  no 
fmall  degree  of  ftrength  through¬ 
out  the  nation. 

The  queftion  upon  the  amend¬ 
ment  being  put  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  the  motion  was  rejected 
by  a  majority  of  24.2,  to  87,  be¬ 
ing  almoft  three  to  one.  The 
main  queftion  being  then  brought 
forward,  the  original  addrefs  was 
carried  in  nearly  the  fame  propor¬ 
tion,  the  numbers  being  232,  tor 

83* 

The  majority  in  the  Houfe  of 
Lords  was,  as  ufual,  llill  greater, 

the 
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the  amendm^fit  being  rejefled  by  propofed  amendment  was  entered 
91  Lords,  including  nine  proxies,  at  full  length  as  a  proteft,  $nd  fign- 
to  26  Lords  only,  who  fupported  ed  by  fourteen  Peers, 
the  motion  upon  a  divifion.  The 

C  HAP.  III. 

Dehates  upon  a  proclamation  ijfued  in  America  hy  the  Commijjioners.  Motion 
for  a  revifal  of  the  American  lames  lyLord  John  Cavendijh.  Motion  re - 
jetted  by  a  great  majority ...  Seceffton.  Arguments  urged  for  and  again  ft 
the  propriety  of  a  partial  fecejjfton.  45 ,000  feamen  voted.  Debate  on  naval 
affairs.  Supplies  for  the  naval  and  the  land  fervice.  Recefs. 


|N  a  few  days  after  the  prefent- 
jj[  ing  of  the  addreffes,  a  declara¬ 
tion  from  Lord  Howe  and  his  bro¬ 
ther,  which  had  been  iffued  in 
America  foon  after  the  taking  of 
New  York,  addreffed  to  the  people 
at  large  of  that  continent,  and  cal¬ 
culated  to  induce  feparate  bodies  of 
them,  independently  of  the  Con- 
grefs,  to  negociate  with  the  Com- 
miffioners  Upon  terms  of  concilia¬ 
tion,  made  its  firfl  appearance  here 
in  one  of  the  common  papers  of  the 
morning.  It  was  remarked,  that 
although  the  ufua.1  Gazette  had 
been  publifhed  the  evening  before, 
and  an  extraordinary  one,  giving 
an  account  of  the  taking  of  New 
York,  on  the  preceding  day,  nei¬ 
ther  of  thefe  had  taken  any  notice 
of  this  public  inllrument. 

In  this  proclamation  the  Com- 
miffioners  acquaint  the  Americans, 
with  his  Majeily’s  being  gracioudy 
pleafed  to  dire  £1  a  revilion  of  fuch 
of  his  royal  inflrudlions,  as  may  be 
condrued  to  lay  an  improper  re- 
ftraint  upon  the  freedom  of  legi- 
0ation  in  any  of  his  colonies-,  and 
to  concur  in  the  revifal  of  all  fuch 
a£ts,  by  which  his  fubjefls  there 
may  think  themfelves  aggrieved. 
v  ,  ,  This  piece  being 
4  ov,  •  brought  iritd  the  Houfe 


by  Lord  John  Cavendilh,  he  feem- 
ed  to  confider  it  as  a  news-paper 
forgery,  and,  in  that  light,  a  mod: 
daring  impofition  upon  the  public  ; 
fuppofmg,  that  if  it  had  been  au¬ 
thentic,  its  fir  ft  public  appearance 
mull  have  been  either  on  their 
own  journals  or  in  the  Gazette. 
He  therefore  called  upon  the  Mi- 
niilers,  to  be  fatisfied  as  to  the  au¬ 
thenticity  of  the  paper. 

’  The  Miniliers  acknowledged 
that  fuch  a  proclamation  had  been 
publifhed,  and  that  they  did  not 
doubt  bur  the  paper  now  read  was 
a  true  copy  of  it.  The  noble  pro- 
pofer  expreffed  his  aftonifhment 
both  at  the  contents  of  the  declara¬ 
tion,  and  the  accidental  manner 
in  which  a  matter  of  that  moment 
and  nature  came  to  the  knowledge 
of  the  Houfe.  He  obferved,  that 
in  the  whole  courfe  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  bufmefs,  the  Miniliers  had 
treated  parliament  with  a  degree 
of  indignity,  and  marks  of  con¬ 
tempt,  which  were  not  only  before 
unknown,  but  which  no  credulity 
could  have  believed  poffible,  whilil 
the  fhadovv  or  name  of  the  confli- 
tution  remained,  and  the  relative 
fituation  of  Miniliers  in  this  coun¬ 
try  was  remembered,  They  were, 
he  laid,  in  every  inftance,  treated 

merely 
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merely  as  cyphers,  excepting  when 
they  were  tiled  as  the  inftruments 
in  fome  odious  work.  When  their 
name  was  wanted  in  fuch  cafes, 
they  were  called  on,  by  way  of  re¬ 
quisition,  to  give  a  fanClion  to  aCts 
which  rendered  them  abhorred  by 
their  fellow-fubjeCts  in  every  part 
of  the  empire.  When  thefe  mea¬ 
sures,  through  their  own  enormity, 
failed  in  the  execution,  the  odium 
was  left  to  reft  upon  the  head  of 
parliament,  whilft  the  crown  and 
its  miniftcrs,  a  {Turning  a  modera¬ 
tion  and  lenity,  which  they  iind 
neceftary,  when  experience  has 
taught  them  the  impracticability, 
and,  perhaps,  danger,  of  the  de- 
fign,  become  all  at  once  the  often- 
ftbie  mediators  between  them  and 
the  people,  undertaking  to  re¬ 
strain  their  violence,  or  to  re&ify 
their  injuftice,  and  thus  obtain  the 
merit  of  whatever  degree  of  grace 
it  is  then  found  proper  to  mete  out, 
holding  them  ftill  in  the  fingular 
fituation  of  being  reprobated  for 
all  unpopular  aCts,  and  being  nei¬ 
ther  thanked  or  conftderedforthofe 
which  are  kind  or  favourable. 

Thus,  in  the  prefent  inftance, 
Commiftioners  are  fent  out  with  an 
intention  of  carrying  a  certain  aCt 
of  parliamentinto  execution, armed 
at  the  fame  time  with  certain  par¬ 
liamentary  .powers  for  reftoring 
peace  ;  thefe  powers,  having  been 
narrowed  to  the  minifter’s  tafte, 
extend  no  farther  than  to  the  re¬ 
ceiving  of  fubmiffion,  and  the 
granting  pardons.  Thefe,  as 
might  well  be  expefted,  are  found 
utterly  ineffective.  '  When,  lo  ! 
to  their  aftonifhment,  as  well  as 
that  of  all  others,  parliament  dif- 
cover,  by  chance,  through  the 
medium  of  a  common  news-paper, 
that  they  are  to  undertake  a  revi¬ 


sion  of  all  thofe  laws  of  their  own 
making,  by  which  they  had  ag¬ 
grieved  the  Americans.  #  & 
Yet,  however  difagreeable  this 
treatment  was  to  himlelf,  and  mu  ft 
be  to  every  perfon  who  regarded 
the  dignity  of  that  Houfe,  or  who 
reflected,  that  the conftitution  could 
fubftft  no  longer,  than  while  the 
different  parts  of  the  legiftature 
were  kept  in  due  poize  and  proper 
balance,  with  refpeCt  to  each  other, 
as  well  ks  to  the  people  at  large, 
his  Lordfhip  faid,  that  notwith- 
ftanding  he  felt  a  dawn  of  joy 
break  in  upon  his  mind  at  the  bare 
mention  of  reconciliation,  what¬ 
ever  colour  the  meafures  might 
wear  that  led  to  fo  deftrable  an 
event.  The  great  objeCt  of  re¬ 
ftoring  peace  and  unity  to  this  di- 
ftraCted  empire,  outweighed  fo  far 
with  him  all  other  prefent  conft- 
derations,  that  he  not  only  would 
overlook  punctilios  upon  that  ac¬ 
count,  but  even  fuch  matters  of 
real  import,  as  would  upon  any 
other  occafton  call  all  his  powers 
into  aCtion. 

Without  any  furtherobfervation 
then  on  the  engagements  entered 
into  by  the  Minifters  for  parlia¬ 
ment,  he  thought  it  highly  necef- 
fary  to  embrace  the  opportunity  of 
their  being  feized  with  io  happy  a 
difpofition,  and  to  give  them  all 
poftible  weight  and  affiftance  to¬ 
wards  carrying  it  into  effeCV,  and 
bringing  the  prefent  troubles  to  a 
fpeedy  and  happy  termination. 
The  fanClion  of  parliament,  he 
faid,  to  their  propofitions,  wasab- 
folutely  neceftary  for  this  purpofe. 
For  the  Minifters  themfelves  were 
not  lefs  convinced  than  every  other 
perfon,  that  they  could  not  hold 
out  any  propofals  to  the  Ameri¬ 
cans,  however  equitable  in  appear¬ 
ance. 
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ance,  or  even  candid  in  fad,  which, 
the  latter  would  not  fufped  of  co¬ 
vering  fome  treachery,  and  of  be¬ 
ing  infidioufly  intended,  by'  de¬ 
ceiving  or  dividing  them,  to  de¬ 
prive  them  by  circumvention  and 
fraud  of  thofe  liberties,  which  they 
found  force  inlnfficient  to  dedroy. 
In  fuch  circumftances  of  didrud, 
all  a  tempts  of  negociation  mult  be 
fruitlefs.  The  fan fti on  of  parlia¬ 
ment  will  then  come  in  happily  to 
afford  that  confidence,  without 
which  no  treaty  can  ever  produce 
an  amicable  conclufion  ;  fo  that 
if  the  Mini ders  are  really  ferious 
and  honed  in  their- propofals,  and 
are  not  playing  that  part  which 
the  Americans, always  charge  and 
fufped  them  with,  they  will,  in- 
lfead  of  oppofmg,  chearfullyaccept 
of  that  aid  and  iupport,  which  can 
alone  give  effed  to  this  meafure. 

On  thefe  grounds  his  Lordfhip 
moved,  that  the  Houfe  fliould  re- 
folve  itfelf  into  a  committee,  to 
confidcr  of  the  revifalof  all  ads  of 
parliament,  by  which  hisMajefty’s 
fubjeds  in  America  think  them- 
felves  aggrieved. 

The  Miniiters  denied,  that  there 
was  any  thing  novel,  any  thing 
that  bore  the  appearance  of  lead¬ 
ing,  or  that  carried  any  defign  of 
didating  to  parliament,  in  the  pro- 
mife  held  out  by  the  Com  million - 
ers.  On  the  contrary,  as  it  was 
founded  on  the  great  principle 
which  had  pervaded  the  condud  of 
adminidration  from  the  beginning, 
fo  it  was  the  language  of  parlia¬ 
ment  at  the  very  outlet.  The 
great  objed  of  both,  was  the  redo- 
ration  of  peace  in  America.  The 
addrefs  of  both  Houfes  in  February 
1775,  the  bills  which  followed  that 
addrefs,  the  ad  of  parliament  un- 
Ter  which  the  Commiiiioners  aded. 


and  their  declaration,  which  is  now 
held  up  as  an  objed  of  offence,  all 
tended  to  the  fame  point.  The 
parliament  had  delegated  the  au¬ 
thority  now  exercifed,  fpecifically 
in  the  ad,  and  generally  by  the 
addrefs.  The  leading  objed  of  the 
addreis,  was  a  recommendation  to 
his  Maj eft y  to  hear  and  enquire  in¬ 
to  grievances,  to  tranfmit  an  ac¬ 
count  of  th  em  home,  and  to  en¬ 
gage,  on  the  part  of  the  legida- 
tnre,  that  where  grievances  really 
exided,  they  fhould  be  redreded. 
The  proclamation  goes  no  farther. 
Even  without  thefe  fandions,  the 
King,  as  the  head  and  mouth, 
both  of  the  nation  and  legiilature,. 
would  have  been  warranted  in  fuch 
an  engagement,  as  a  motive  of 
encouragement,  and  ground  of  re¬ 
conciliation.  Should  it  be  faid, 
that  no  redrefs  of  grievances  would 
be  afforded  ?  or  that  the  King 
could  not  venture  to  engage  for  the 
other  parts  of  the  legiflature  in  an 
ad  of  judice,  led  it  fhould  be  con- 
drued  into  a  violation  of  their 
rights  ? 

The  charges  againd  the  Mini- 
ders  of  endeavouring  to  keep  this 
tranfadion  fecret,  and  of  hiding 
their  eondud  from  the  knowledge 
and  infpedion  of  parliament,  were 
faid  to  be  equally  groundlefs. 
Could  any  intended  or  podible  pri¬ 
vacy  be  fuppofed,  with  refped  to 
a  public  proclamation,  which  was 
poded  for  the  infpedion  of  all  man¬ 
kind  upon  the  walls  and  houfes  of 
New  York  ?  The  idea  was  ab- 
furd.  T[  he  Miniders  did  not  in¬ 
deed  think  it  of  fufficient  moment 
to  be  laid  before  parliament.  It 
was  as  yet  no  treaty  nor  part  of  a 
treaty,  it  was  barely  a  preliminary 
which  might  poffibly  lead  to  one, 
Had  a  negociation  been  even  com- 
6  menccd. 
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menced,  it  would  have  been  equally 
abfurd  and  improper  to  communi¬ 
cate  it  to  parliament  duringitspro- 
grefs,  unlei's  it  was  fufpended  at 
fome  point,  upon  which  the  inter¬ 
vention  of  parliament  became  ne- 
ccffinry.  Thus  the  negociation  be¬ 
tween  Mr.  Pitt  and  M.  de  Bufly 
was  not  publilhed  during  its  pen- 
den  cv.  ^ 

j 

The  motion  was  oppofed  upon 
many  grounds.  It  was  faid,  that 
it  would  diferedit  the  Commiffion- 
ers,  and  throw  unexpected  difficul¬ 
ties  in  the  way  of  a  negociation, 
which  was  probably  already  begun , 
and  perhaps  confderably  advanced . 
It  was  now  in  their  hands,  in  the 
common,  natural,  and  regular 
courfe  of  bufmefs ;  why  then  undo 
whatever  has  been  done,  and  dif- 
grace  the  Com miffi oners,  by  tak¬ 
ing  it  from  them,  without  forne 
fufficient  motive  ?  If  it  fhonld  be 
faid,  that  the  motion  would  not 
detract  from  the  powers  of  the 
CommifTioners,  but,  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  increafe  them  ;  though  the 
a  her  cion  is  not  admitted,  yet  other 
objections  equally  conclufive  would 
lie  again  ft  the  meafure  even  upon 
that  ground.  By  giving  them  the 
fanCtion  propofed  by  the  motion, 
it  would  evidently  appear,  that 
they  were  not  before  armed  with 
parliamentary  powers  fufficient  to 
fulfil  the  profefled  objects  of  their 
„  commiffion;  a  circumftance  which 
muft  naturally  excite  the  jealoufy 
of  the  Americans,  and  fill  them 
with  the  moft  alarming  doubts,  as 
to  their  real  views,  and  the  true 
objeCt  of  their  mifficn.  B elides, 
why  fnould  parliament  run  before 
the  CommifTioners  in  their  con¬ 
ceffions  ?  Who  knows  but  that 
the  Americans  would  be  fat  is  fed 
with  far  lefts  than  we  fhould  here 


accord  to  them  ?  By  this  prema¬ 
ture  bounty,  we  might  defeat  the 
endeavours  of  the  CommifTioners  to 
obtain  the  moft  advantageous  terms 
for  the  crown,  the  parliament,  and 
the  trading  intereft  of  this  king¬ 
dom. 

That  to  revife  or  repeal  laws, 
under  the  idea  of  redreffing  the 
grievances  of  a  people,  who  to¬ 
tally  denied  the  authority  of  thofc 
laws,  and  who  confequently  could 
not  be'aggrieved  by  them,  would 
be  an  abfurdity  of  fo  fuperlative  a 
degree,  as  could  not  fail  exciting 
the  ridicule  of  mankind.  The 
Americans  have  declared  them- 
felves  independent ;  what  avails  it 
to  deliberate  upon  the  conceffions, 
which  we  are  willing,  or  it  is  fit¬ 
ting  for  us  to  make,  until  we  know 
whether  any  conceffion  will  bring 
them  back  to  an  acknowledgment 
of  our  authority  ?  Shall  we  admit 

j 

of  their  independency,  by  treat¬ 
ing  with  them  as  fovereigw  Bates  ? 
or  fhall  we  fubjeclourfelves  to  their 
contempt  and  derifion,  by  debat¬ 
ing  upon  the  degree  of  authority 


which  we  fhall  exercife  over  thofe, 
who  totally  deny  our  right  and 
power  to  exercife  any  ? 

In  a  word,  faid  they,  the  ques¬ 
tion  of  independency  muft  firib 
be  fettled  as  a  preliminary,  before 
any  treaty  can  be  entered  into,  or 
any  conceffion  made.  Let  them 
give  that  up,  and  acknowledge 
our  legiflative  authority,  and  then, 
we  fhall  willingly,  and  with  pro¬ 
priety,  form  legiflative  regulations 
for  their  future  eafe  and  Govern- 

O 

ment.  But  whjlft  they  perfift  in 
their  claim  of  independency,  and 
hurl  defiance  at  us  as  fovereign. 
Bates,  no  treaty  can  be  thought  of, 
and  conceffions  would  be  as  futile, 
as  ridiculous  and  difgraceful.  Up¬ 


on; 
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on  the  whole  it  was  finally  de¬ 
clared,  that  until  the  fpirit  of  in¬ 
dependency  was  effectually  fub- 
dued,  it  would  be  idle  to  enter 
upon  any  revi  lions,  or  to  pafs  any 
refolutions,  as  means  of  concili¬ 
ation  ;  and  that  the  fword  mu  ft  be 
fir  ft  taken  out  of  the  hands  of  the 
governing  part  of  America,  before 
that  purpofe  could  be  accomplifh- 
ed.  That  the  Congrefs  did  not  at 
prefent  govern  America  ;  but  held 
it  enthralled  under  the  molt  cruel 
tyranny.  That  from  our  late 
fucceffes,  and  the  difference  be¬ 
tween  the  troops  which  compofed 
the  armies  on  either  fide,  there 
was  little  room  to  doubt,  that 
this  arbitrary  power  would  foon 
be  diffolved,  when  the  great  body 
of  the  people,  finding  themfelves 
emancipated  from  the  cruel  yoke 
of  their  leaders,  and  the  charm 
by  which  they  had  been  blind¬ 
folded  and  milled,  being  now  at 
an  end,  they  will  return  to  their 
duty  with  as  much  rapidity,  as 
they  had  before  entered  into  the 
revolt.  Then  will  be  the  time 
to  think  of  legiflative  regulations 
for  their  future  government,  and 
to  talk  of  lenity,  forbearance,  and 
even  conceflion  ;  at  prefent,  fuch 
ideas  and  fuch  language  are  fruit- 
lefs,  if  not  worfe. 

The  explanations  given  to  re- 
c9ncile  the  declaration  of  the 
Com  million  ers  with  the  rights  of 
parliament,  and  the  refped  due 
to  that  body,  were  by  no  means 
fatisfa&ory  to  the  other  fide. 
They  firft  denied  the  faff  on 
which  the  arguments  of  miniilry 
were  founded ;  namely,  that  the 
(i  promife  of  concurring  in  the 
“  revifal  of  laws  was  a  matter  of 
“  negociation.”  It  was  a  power 


given  previous  to  any  treaty,  ei¬ 
ther  in  progrefs,  or  even  in  com¬ 
mencement;  and  therefufal  to  do 
what  was  fo  promifed;  would,  in- 
head  of  forwarding,  prevent  any 
tranfadtion  of  the  kind.  They 
laughed  at  the  idea,  of  the  Arne- 
ricans  being  fatisfied  with  afking 
lefs  than  we  fliould  voluntarily 
grant,  and  the  danger  of  our  out¬ 
doing  their  demands  by  our  con- 
ceffions.  They  faid  it  was  an  evi¬ 
dent  mockery.  The  crown  had 
promifed  in  this  proclamation 
fomething  which  without  parlia¬ 
ment  it  could  not  perform. 

They  infilled,  that  neither  the 
addrefs  of  1775,  nor  any  of  the 
documents  mentioned,  came  in 
any  degree  up  to  the  matter  in 
queftion.  They  extended  no  far¬ 
ther  than  to  the  receiving  of 
complaints  of  grievances,  and 
referring  them  to  the  confid'era- 
tion  of  parliament,  that  it  might 
judge  of  their  validity,  and  pre- 
f'cribe  a  remedy  if  neceffary.  But 
the  promife  in  the  declaration,  if 
not  a  piece  of  hypocrify  held  out 
merely  to  deceive  and  trepan  the 
Americans,  can  mean  nothing  lefs 
than  an  engagement  on  the  fide 
of  the  crown,  for  the  future  con- 
duff  of  parliament.  Nay  it  goes 
farther,  it  engages  that  parlia¬ 
ment  fhall  act  directly  contrary 
to  its  own  opinion,  fentiments, 
and  conduft,  in  a  matter,  on 
which  it  has  repeatedly  declared 
and  confirmed  them  ;  for  as  the 
crown  cannot  poffibly  have  any 
fhare  in  the  revifal  of  laws,  though 
it  has  on  their  being  palled  or 
repealed,  the  engagement  can 
mean  nothing  elfe  than  the  re¬ 
peal  of  thofe  acts,  though  all  the 
world  knows,  that  the  houfe  has 
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condantly  rejected  every  overture 
of  that  nature,  with  the  higheft 
difdain,  and  molt  determined  per¬ 
severance. 

Nor  was  the  flight  and  con¬ 
tempt  fhewn  to  parliament  lefs  in 
any  part  of  the  American  b ali¬ 
ne  f  s .  Though  they  granted  the 
moil  unbounded  luppiies  without 
account  or  enquiry,  and  lavifhed 
their  conltituents  money  with  a 
profusion  unknown  in  any  other 
period,  yet  were  they  kept  totally 
in  the  dark  in  all  matters  neceffarv 
for  their  knowledge,  and  only  fhewn 
at  certain  times  fo  much  light,  as 
was  Sufficient  to  miflead  them  for 
fome  particular  purpofe.  Thus, 
nothing  is  to  be  heard  from  mi- 
niflers  within  thefe  walls,  but  the 
heroic  language  of  fubjugation, 
unconditional  fubmiffion,  and  a 
war  of  conqueft.  America  is  to 
be  fubdued  ;  charters  are  to  be 
modified  or  annihilated  at  plea- 
fure  ;  and  an  effective  revenue  is 
to  be  obtained,  fufficient  to  ren¬ 
der  our  own  ourthens  quite  eafy. 
Whilll  parliament  is  thus  amufed, 
and  thele  dodlrines  fecure  an  ir- 
reiifiible  party,  and  the  bulk  of 
the  people  on  this  fide  of  the 
water,  the  mod  moderate  mea- 
fures  and  fafeinating  promifes  are 
held  out  by  the  fame  miniders 
on  the  other  fide,  and  nothing  is 
to  be  heard  in  America,  but  peace, 
conciliation,  and  parental  tender- 
nefis.  If  a  draggling  fact  finds  its 
way  into  the  houie  by  the  aid  of 
a  news- paper,  we  are  at  one  time 
told  that  its  notoriety  rendered  a 
communication  of  it  unneceffary, 
as  by  onlydepping  to  New  York, 
any  body  might  have  read  it 
there  upon  the  walls  of  the  burn¬ 
ing  houfes;  and  at  another,  we 
are  gravely  informed,  that  as  Mr. 


private  converfation  which  paded 
between  him  and  M.  de  Bufiiy, 
it  would  not  be  fitting  to  intrufl 
parliament  with  the  fecrets  con¬ 
tained  in  a  public  proclamation. 

But  nothing  was  fo  totally  re¬ 
probated  by  opposition,  or  gave 
rife  to  fo  much  afperity  in  the 
debate,  as  the  doclnne  of  enter¬ 
ing  into  no  treaty  or  negociation 
with  the  Americans,  until  they 
had  refeinded  the  declaration  of 
independency.  ,  This  was,  they 
laid,  a  doctrine  founded  in  cruel¬ 
ty,  and  crying  out  for  blood.  It 
was  telling  them  In  exprefs  terms, 
that  they  mud  either  furrender 
their  arms,  all  the  rights  of  free¬ 
men,  and  fubmit  to  any  flavery 
which  it  was  thought  proper  to 
impofe  on  them,  (for  uncondi¬ 
tional  fubmiffion  could  mean  no¬ 
thing  eJfe,)  or  they  mud  prepare 
to  endure  the  utmod  extremities  of 
war,  and  to  fight  it  out  to  the  lad 
man. 

They  afked  upon  what  prece¬ 
dent  this  horrid  dofitrine  was 
founded.  .  Philip  the  lid  of  Spain, 
who  was,  in  his  day,  confideredas 
the  mod  gloomy,  cruel,  and  de- 
fpotic  tyrant  in  Chridendom, 
when  he  was  in  the  fame  circum- 
fiances  with  the  Netherlander^, 
whom  he  had  alfo  forced  to  a 
declaration  of  independency,  ac¬ 
commodated,  notwithdanding,  the 
extravagance  of  his  pride,  and 
the  bitternefs  of  his  refentment, 
to  a  vvifer,  as  well  as  more  hu¬ 
mane  policy.  Pie  condefcended 
to  treat  with  thofe  daring  rebels 
who,  by  declaring  themfelves  So¬ 
vereign  and  independent,  had 
thrown  off  all  allegiance  to  him  ; 
he,  by  public  edied,  admitted 
their  fhips  to  enter  his  ports,  and 
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to  depart  in  fafety  ;  lie  made  pro* 
pofals  to  thefe  new  dates ;  and 
he  finally  and  pofitively  declar¬ 
ed,  that  he  would  redrels  all  their 
grievances.  Our  own  hiftories, 
as  well  as  thofe  of  other  nations, 
both  ancient  and  modern,  abound 
with  fuch  inliances.  What  code 
of  hiftory  or  policy,  then,  have 
our  minifiers  made  the  rule  of 
their  prefent  conduct  ? 

But,  they  faid,  that  the  Ame¬ 
ricans  had  been  fyftematically 
and  defignedly  driven  to  the  pre¬ 
fent  extremity.  Ail  the  meafures 
purfued  for  a  fuccefiion  of  years, 
tended  uniformly  to  that  point. 
And  finally,  the  commifiion  for 
peace  was  kept  back  for  feven 
months,  until  all  pofiibility  of  its 
producing  any  effeft  was  at  an 
end,  and  the  Americans,  as  had 
been  well  forefeen,  were  driven 
to  their  lad  refource  of  inde¬ 
pendency.  All  the  bloodlhed  and 
devadation  that  has  fince  taken, 
and  that  will  hereafter  take  place, 
it  was  faid,  would  lie  at  the 
door  of  the  authors  of  that  de¬ 
lay.  This  it  was  that  laid  the 
noble  city  of  New  York  in  alhes, 
thatcovered  the  plains  with  daugh¬ 
ter  and  dcfolation,  and  deeped 
the  bayonets  of  foreign  mercena¬ 
ries  in  Britifh  blood. 

And  now  having  fucceeded  in 
urging  them  to  defperatioh,  to 
the  uttermod  degree  of  refi dance, 
and  to  the  lad  refort  of  inde¬ 
pendency,  they  bring  thefe  in¬ 
evitable  confequences  of  their  own 
meafures,  as  arguments  to  prove, 
that  nothing  but  force,  the  vio¬ 
lence  of  armies,  and  the  extre¬ 
mities  of  war,  can  bring  them 
to  a  reafonable  and  proper  way 
'  of  thinking  and  afting ;  that  the 
iword  is  the  only  mode  of  ready¬ 


ing  with  Americans;  conquef! 
the  only  means  of  rendering  them 
free  and  happy  ;  and  Medians 
and  Highlanders  the  mod  fkilful 
logicians,  for  enlightening:  their 

CJ  7  £3  O  + 

minds,  and  convincing  their  un¬ 
demanding-. 

Upon  the  whole  they  conclude 
ed,  that  if  the  houfe  refufed  to 
concur  in  the  propofed  motion, 
it  would  adbrd  a  full  convidion 
to  the  Americans,  that  the  pro- 
pofals  held  out  by  the  Coinmif- 
iioners  were  indeed  infidious  and 
treacherous ;  that  no  reliance 
could  for  the  future  be  placed 4 
nor  conditions  of  any  fort  fafely 
entered  into  with  government,  as 
the  latent  pretence  of  a  parlia¬ 
mentary  negative,  would  always! 
afford  a  fan&ion  to  the  moll 
fhameful  breach  of  con  trad  and 
faith  ;  and  that  all  the  world 
would  thereby  fee  with  horror, 
that  the  different  parts  of  the 
Britifh  government  had  united 
in  an  odious  confederacy;  for  the 
deferable  purpofes  of  deftroying 
and  exterminating,  in  head  of  go¬ 
verning;  their  colonies* 

o 

The  queftion  being  at  length 
put,  was  rejected  upon  a  division, 
by  a  majority  of  109,  to  4.7  only* 
who  fupported  the  motion  * 

From  this  time  a  great  num¬ 
ber  of  the  minority,  particularly 
of  the  Rockingham  party,  be¬ 
gan  to  relax  in  their  attendance 
upon  parliament  in  either  houfe; 
or  rather  to  withdraw  themfelves 
wholly  and  avowedly  upon  all 
quefiions  which  related  to  Ame¬ 
rica,  and  only  to  attend  upon 
fuch  matters  of  private  bills  or 
bufinefs,  in  which  they  had  foir£ 
particular  concern  or  intereil. 
This  condud  was  fo  marked, 
that  fame  of  the  principal  leaders 
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of  opofitiOn,  after  attending 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  in  the 
tnorning  upon  private  bufmefs, 
as  loon  as  a  pnbiic  queition  was 
introduced,  took  a  formal  leave 
of  the  Speaker,  and  immediately 
withdrew.  Though  by  this  means 
a  clear  field  was  left  to  the  mi- 
nillers,  and  the  vail  articles  of 
fupply  were  carried,  without  a  de¬ 
bate;  yet  thefe  filent  votes,  in 
the  granting  and  dilpofal  of  fuch 
immenfe  fums  of  the  national 
treafure,  was  by  no  means  fo  plea- 
f int  a  circumllance,  as  might  at 
firlt  fight  be  imagined  ;  the  trou¬ 
ble  of  being  obliged  to  1  i den  to 
the  arguments  of  a  minority, 
which  was  not  fufficiently  nume¬ 
rous  to  throw  any  real  impedi¬ 
ment  in  the  way  of  bufmefs,  and 
of  undergoing  occafionally  the 
fatigue  of  a  late  evening,  being 
abundantly  compenfated  by  that 
fanCtion,  which  a  decided  majo¬ 
rity  afforded  upon  every  quefbon 
to  their  meafures.  Whiift  the 
palling  of  fuch  refolutions  with¬ 
out  debate  or  enquiry,  feemed  in 
fome  degree  to  leave  them  open  for 
future  difcuffion. 

This  meafure  of  a  fort  of  par¬ 
tial  feccfiion,  was  juftified  upon 
feveral  grounds.  They  faid,  that 
in  the  prefent  Hate  of  things,  all 
oppofition  to  the  meafures  of  go¬ 
vernment,  particularly  with  re- 
fpect  to’  American  affairs,  was 
not  only  vain  and  fruitlefs,  but 
from  the  overbearing  and  refift- 
lefs  force,  which  fupported  the 
miniflers  in  every  quefbon,  it  be¬ 
came  worfe  ;  it  became  frivolous 
and  contemptible*  That  it  was 
too  degrading  to  themfelves  to 
be  the  continual  inftruments  of 
oppdfing  the  ineffective  weapons 
of  reafon  and  argument,  to  the 
Vgl.  XX. 


deaf  infolence  of  an  irrefiftable 
force,  which  had  long  fince  de¬ 
termined  upon  its  cohdudt,  with¬ 
out  the  fmalleft  regard  to  either. 
That  there  was  no  fuch  thing 
as  faving  a  people  againft  their 
will.  And  that  they  had  for  a 
fuccefiion  of  years,  repeatedly  ap¬ 
prized  and  warned  the  nation, 
of  the  dangers  attending  thofe 
runious  meafures  which  it  was 
purfuing;  and  of  the  fatal  preci¬ 
pice  that  muft  terminate  that 
mad  career,  in  which  they  were 
blindly  and  defperately  driven. 

They  faid,  that  by  various  arts, 
by  fuccefsfully  playing  with  their 
paffions,  through  the  falfe  ideas 
of  domination  and  intereft  which 
were  held  out  to  allure  and  de¬ 
ceive  them,  together  with  the  in- 
finite  numbers  who  were  intereft- 
ed  in  the  continuance  of  our  pub¬ 
lic  calamities,  and  the  unbound¬ 
ed  influence  of  the  crown,  which 
of  late  pervaded,  almoft,  every 
recefs,  the  people,  who  in  the 
beginning  were  rather  difinclined 
to  thefe  meafures,  inftead  of  be¬ 
nefiting  by  counfel  or  taking 
heed  by  warning,  had  unhappily, 
in  a  very  great  degree,  adopted 
the  opinions  and  prejudices  in¬ 
tended  by  thofe  who  were  in- 
terefted  in  their  delufion.  That 
now,  every  meafure  propofed,  and 
every  violence  declared  againft 
America,  is  confidered  as  a  mat¬ 
ter  of  courfe,  to  be  in  favour  and 
fupport  of  Great  Britain,  whilft 
every  attempt  at  curing  or  allay¬ 
ing  our  unhappy  civil  ferment, 
is  ftigmatized  as  the  offspring  of 
faCtion,  and  as  a  traitorous  dere¬ 
liction  of  the  rights  and  autho¬ 
rity  of  the  parent  Hate.  That 
good  and  bad  fuccefs  are  equally 
urged  and  admitted  as  motives 
[D]  foK 
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or  a  perfeverance  in  thofe  mea 
fures,  which  have  already  plung¬ 
ed  the  empire  in  civil  war,  dO 
Hradion,  and  ruin.  That  in  fuch 
a  Hate  of  affairs,  and  during  the 
prevalence  of  fuch  difpofitions, 
all  druggies  to  oppofe,  would  ra¬ 
ther  inflame  than  leffen  the  di- 
ftemper  of  the  public  counfels. 

1  hat  as  it  was  not  the  part  of 
a  wile  man  to  llrive  with  im- 
poffi bilitres,  fo  neither  was  it 
confident  for  thofe,  who  regard¬ 
ed  their  honed  fame  beyond  all 
other  things,  excepting  their  prin¬ 
ciples  and  honour,  to  draw  upon 
themfelves  the  odium  of  their 
fellow  citizens,  by  ineffedual 
efforts  to  ferve  them.  That  they 
would  therefore,  preferving  their 
principles  Hill  unfhaken,  referve 
their  adivity  for  rational  endea¬ 
vours-,  when  the  prefem  delirium 
might  be  io  far  allayed,  either 
with  the  people  or  with  their  mini- 
flers,  as  to  afford  feme  room  for  its 
operating  with  advantage. 

1  his  example  was  not,  how¬ 
ever,  followed,  nor  the  conduct 
approved  of,  by  feveral  members' 
of  the  oppofition.  They  even 
loudly  blamed  this  proceeding. 
They  quedioned,  whether  any 
memoer  could,  confidently  with 
his  duty,  withdraw  himfelf  indi¬ 
vidually  from  the  bufiaefs  of  par¬ 
liament,  merely  from  an  opinion 
that  he  would  be  outvoted,  and 
that  his  attendance  would  there¬ 
fore  be  ufelefs.  They  ack  novv- 
ledged,  th  at  ,a  fecefiion,  collec¬ 
tively  in  a  body,  had  not  only 
the  land! ion  of  precedent,  but 
might  be  p-radifed  with  great  ad¬ 
vantage,  and  be  productive  of 
much  benefit  in  fuch  cafes  as  the 
prefen c.  ,  But  for  this  purpofe, 
tAsy  laid,  it  muH  be  attended 


with  the  following  circumdances* 
In  the  fi rft  place,  it  muH  be 
general,  including  the  whol  e  mi¬ 
nority  again H  the  rneafure  that 
provoked  the  feceffion  ;  and  in 
the  next,  that  it  fhould  not  be  a 
filent  ad  ;  bat  that  the  motives 
fbm  the  feceffion  fhould  be  pro¬ 
claimed,  either  by  a  remonHrance 
on' the  journals,  or  a  public  ad- 
drefs  to  the  people.  Under  thefe 
circumHances,  they  faid,  that  fe¬ 
cefiion  was  not  only  j uH Table 
but  laudable,  and  in  cafes  of 
imminent  danger  to  the  confli- 
tution,  might  operate  as  a  call 
to  the  nation,  and  awaken  the 
people  to  a  fenfe  of  their  fitua- 
tion. 

The  other  and  greater  part  of 
tue  minority  denied,  that  any 
rule,  but  every  man’s  prudence 
and  opinion  of  his  duty,  could 
be  preferibed  on  fuch  an  occa- 
fion.  That  though  minority  was 
a  term  ufed  in  ordinary  fpeech  ; 
minorities  were  not  corporate  bo¬ 
dies,  nor  bound  to  ad  as  fuch  5 
nor_  could  any  precedents  be  of 
avail  in  matters  of  that  nature. 
They  had  no  way  of  compelling 
unanimity ;  and  nothing  but  una¬ 
nimity  could  make  them  ad  in 
the  manner  preferibed.  The 
greater  number  could  not  decide. 
If  a  difference  of  opinion  ap¬ 
peared,  men  muH  Hand  on  their 
charader,  and  their  rgafons  for 
their  condud. 

On  this,  as  on  many  former 
occafions,  the  oppofition  difeover- 
ed  great  difunion,  and  much  per¬ 
form!  and  party  diflike  to  each 
other,  to  the  great  Hrengthening 
of  minidry ;  who  though  divided 
aifo  amongd  themfelves,  yet  be¬ 
ing  involved  in  one  official  fy- 
ilem,  and  fupported  by  the  crown. 
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did  not  fuffer  To  much  by  their 
ddcord.  In  this  fituation,  a  few 
of  the  m  nority  rather  increafed 
their  efforts. 

Upon  the  motion  and  grant  in 

Nov  8  comm’tee  °f  Supply, 

of  45,000  Teamen  for  the 

ferv:ce  of  the  enfuing  year,  a  gen¬ 
tleman  in  oppofuion,  who  has  long 
been  a  fevere  cenfor  upon  the 
conduct  of  our  naval  affairs,  took 
that  opportunity  of  making  fome 
very  pointed  and  direct  charges 
againft  the  noble  Peer  at  the  head 
of  that  department.  Of  thefe,  the 
moll  material  was,  a  wilful  and 
dangerous  impojition  both  on  par¬ 
liament  and  the  public,  tending 
to  lull  the  nation  at  this  critical 
feafon  into  a  fatal  fccurity,  by 
a  falfe  reprefentation  of  the  ftate 
of  the  navy  both  with  refpeCt  to  the 
number  of  leamen,  and  the  condi¬ 
tion  of  the  flips. 

This  conduct  was  much  cen- 
fured  on  the  other  fide,  as  not  only 
being  an  attack  upon  an  abfent 
perion,  but  upon  a  perfon,  who 
from  his  particular  fituation  as  a 

i 

Peer,  could  not  at  any  time  be 
prefent  in  that  Houle  to  any  charge, 
nor  competent  to  any  defence.  At 
the  fame  time,  his  conduCi  and 
character  were  vindicated  with 
great  warmth,  both  by  the  Mi- 
nifter,  and  thofe  Lords  of  the  Ad¬ 
miralty  who  belonged  to  that 
Houfe,  who  afferted,  that  nothing 
could  afford  greater  facisfaCtion,  or 
redound  more  to  the  honour  of  the 
noble  Peer  in  queflion,  than  a  ItriCt 
parliamentary  enquiry  into  every 
thing  relative  to  the  department 
in  which  he  prefided,  when  all  the 
charges  brought  againflhim,  would 
appear  founded  in  error  or  falfe- 
hood,  and  proceeding  from  igno¬ 
rance  or  malice,  But  they  con- 
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tended,  that,  exclufive"  of  the  in¬ 
decency  and  perfonality  of  the 
attack,  nothing  could  be  more 
diforderly  or  unparliamentary  than 
the  introduction  of  the  fubjeCl  in 
fuch  a  manner,  without  any  accu- 
fation  being  formally  before  them, 
which  could  at  all  bring  it  within 
their  cognizance. 

Mr.  Luctrell,  who  made  the 
charge,  infilled  upon  his  right, 
as  one  of  the  reprefentatives  of 
the  people,  to  mak  '  fuch  observa¬ 
tions  upon  the  conduct  of  Minifters 
or  public  officers,  however  high, 
in  rank  or  llation,  as  it  appeared 
to  him  to  merit;  that  it  was  no 
lefs  his  right  than  his  duty,  when 
the  malverfation,  or  inability,  of 
thofe  'entrufted  with  the  manage- 
ment  cf  public  affairs  became  in¬ 
compatible  with  its  fafety,  to  ufe 
all  the  means  in  his  power  to  bring 
_the  offenders  to  juftice.  As  to  the 
objection  of  a  want  of  formal  accu- 
fation  being  before  them,  he  would 
cure  that,  as  foon  as  the  Houfe 
was  refumed  ;  for  if  they  would 
allow  him  the  neceffary  official 
documents,  which  he  would  then 
move  for,  he  would  fupport  his 
charges  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to 
give  perfeCt  Satisfaction  to  the 
Houfe. 

He  accordingly  moved,  when 
the  Houfe  was  refumed,  thatfundry 
returns  of  the  navy,  which  "had 
been  received  at  the  Admirality 
within  certain  fpecifi^d  periods, 
fhould  be  laid  before  them.  Thefe 
documents,  hefaid,  bef.des  afford¬ 
ing  the  proofs  which  he  wanted 
to  eftablifh  his  charges,  and  to 
fupport  his  fucceeding  motion, 
would  anfwer  another  purpofe  of 
fill  1  greater  importance,  that  of 
letting  the  Houfe  into  the  true 
ftate  of  our  national  defence  and 
[£]  2  Security. 
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fecurity.  That  the  plea  for  with¬ 
holding  thofe  papers,  from  a  dread 
of  expofing  our  weaknefs  to  fo¬ 
reigners,  was  ridiculous,  unlefs  it 
Would  be  contended,  that  our 
watchful  and  clear-fighted  enemies 
had  no  other  means  of  acquiring 
a  knowledge  of  our  real  ibength, 
than  from  the  falfe  reprefentation 
of  it  which  was  laid  before  par¬ 
liament,  with  the  avowed  defign 
of  impofition.  But  even,  if  that 
were  fwallowed,  it  could  not  avail 
in  the  prefent  inftance,  as  the 
Weaknefs  acknowledged  by  refufing 
the  means  of  enquiry ,  muft  produce 
every  ill  confequence  that  could 
pofiibly  attend  the  moll  perfect  dil- 
clofure. 

The  papers  were,  however,  ab- 
foluteiy  refufed,  and  the  motion 
rejected  without  a  divifion.  The 
impropriety  of  fuch  an  enquiry  in 
a  critical  fituation  like  the  prefent 
was  dill  ftrongly  infilled  on.  That 
whether  we  were  prepared,  or  un¬ 
prepared,  fuch  a  dilclofure  of  our 
naval  ftrength  or  weakness,  would 
be  extremely  impolitic  and  un- 
feafonable.  That  if  we  were  fu- 
perior  in  force  to  our  enemies, 
fuch  a  knowledge  might  prevent 
their  fpeaking  out,  and  of  courfe, 
keep  us  in  the  dark  as  to  their 
latent  defigns,  and  their  difpo- 
fi tion  towards  us.  If  we  were 
otherwife,  the  impropriety  mull 
be  dill  greater,  as  it  muft  encourage 
them  to  take  an  advantage  of  our 
defencelefs  fituation.  But  in  any 
cafe,  they  faid  that  the  bufinefs  of 
government  could  not  be  carried 
on,  if  fuch  peevifh  enquiries  were 
encouraged.  Either  change  your 
Minifters,  orrepofe  a  properdegree 
of  confidence  in  them.  Let  no¬ 
body  be  vain  enough  to  imagine, 
that  the  affairs  of  that  ftate  can  be 
well  and  fuccefsfully  conduced,  in 
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which  the  hidden  arcana  of  its 
policy,  are  upon  every  trifling  oc- 
cafion  to  be  expofed  to  the  know- 
ledgde  of  the  world.  The  gentle¬ 
men  in  office  afierted,  that  the 
navy  was  never  in  a  more  re- 
fpe&able  fituation,  nor  that  de¬ 
partment  more  ably  conduced 
than  at  prefent.  They  vindicated 
the  con  dud  of  the  a'bfent  Lord 
with  great  warmth  ;  and  indeed 
the  whole  debate,  both  in  the 
Committee  and  the  Houfe,  was 
carried  on  with  unufal  heat  and 
afperity. 

The  expences  of  the  navy  this 
year,  including  the  ordinary  at 
400,005  1.  and  the  building  and 
repairing  of  fhips,  which  was  voted 
at  465,500b  amounted  to  no  lefs 
than  3,205,505  b  —  Exciufive  of 
4,000  b  which  was  afterwards  voted 
to  Greenwich  hofpital,  and  without 
taking  any  notice  of  a  million, 
which  was  granted  towards  the 
clofe  of  the  fefiion,  to  be  applied  to¬ 
wards  the  difcharge  of  the  debt  of 
the  navy. 

If  the  naval  expences  were  thus 
large,  the  fupplies  for  the  land 
fervice,  which  were  voted  a  few 
days  after  without  a  -.T  G 
debate,  were  not  iels 
fo,  falling  little  fhort'  of  three 
millions,  although  the  extraordi¬ 
naries  of  the  land  fervice  for  the 
preceding  year,  which  exceeded 
the  amount  of  1,200,000  b  with 
fome  new  contrails  for  additional 
German  forces,  and  the  heavy  ex¬ 
pences  of  half  pay  and  Chelfea,  were 
not  yet  provided  for. 

The  fupplies  being  fo  far  granted, 
and  no  public  bufinefs  of  any  mo¬ 
ment  in  the  way,  an  early  and 
long  recefs  took  place,  the  Houfe 
adjourning  on  the  day  ^ 
of  the  public  fall,  to  ec>  I3“ 
the  21  ft  of  the  following  January. 

CHAP, 
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CHAP.  IV. 

Bill  for  granting  letters  of  marque  and  reprifal ,  puffed,  ninth  a  /mail 
amendment  in  the  title ,  by  the  lords.  Bill  for  fecuring  perfons  charged 
c with  high  treafon ,  brought  in  by  the  Minifter.  Great  debate j  upon  the 
fecond  reading,  Chief  ion  of  commitment  carried  by  a  great  majority . 
Amendment  pajfed  in  the  committee.  Second  amendment  rejected.  Debates 
renewed -on  receiving  the  report.  Petition  from  the  city  of  London  again  ft 
the  bill.  Amendment  moved  and  agreed  to.  Second  propofed  claufe  of 
amendment  rejected.  Great  debates  on  the  third  reading.  .  Claufe  propojed 
by  vjay  of  rider ,  is  received  with  an  amendment,  i'h/eftion  upon  the  third 
reading  carried  upon  a  divifion,  fhe  bill  pajfes  the  Lords  without  any 


amendment . 

A  Bill  for  enabling  the  Admi¬ 
ralty,  to  grant  commif- 
ftons,  or  letters  of  marque  and 
reprifal,  as  they  are  ufually  called, 
to  the  owners  or  captains  of  pri¬ 
vate  merchant  Blips,  authorizing 
them  to  take  and  make  prize  of 
all  veffels  with  their  effects,  be¬ 
longing  to  any  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  thirteen  fpecified  revolted 
v  f  American  colonies,  was 
e  *  ‘  palled,  without  debate 

or  oppofition,  in  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  foon  after  the 
recefs.  It  did  not  coll  much  more 
trouble  to  the  Lords,  with  whom 
it  only  underwent  the  trifling  alter¬ 
ation,  of  inferting  the  words 
letters  of  permiftion ,  in  the  place  of 
letters  of  marque ,  the  latter  being 
thought  only  applicable  to  reprifals 
on  a  foreign  enemy. 

On  the  fame  day,  the  Miniller 
moved  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill,  to 
enable  his  Majefty  to  fecure  and 
detain,  perfons  charged  with,  or 
fufpe&ed  of,  the  crime  of  high 
treafon  committed  in  America, 
or  on  the  high  feas,  or  the  crime 
of  piracy.  He  prefaced  the  mo¬ 
tion  by  obferving,  that  during  the 


prefent  war  in  American,  many 
pri foners  had  been  made  ;  who  x 
were  in  the  a6lual  commiflion  of 
the  crime  of  high  treafon  ;  that 
there  were  others  guilty  of  that 
crime,  who  might  be  taken,  but 
who  for  want  of  fufficient  evidence, 
could  not  at  prefent  be  fecurely 
confined.  That  it  had  been  cullo- 
mary  in  cafes  of  rebellion,  or 
danger  of  invafion  from  without, 
to  enable  the  crown  to  feize  fuf- 
pedled  perlons.  That  he  would 
not,  however,  be  thought  to  hint 
at  any  prefent  necefiity  of  en- 
trufting  minilters  with  fuch  a 
power  in  general  ;  the  times  were 
happily  different  from  thofe  which 
called  for  fuch  exertions  in  their 
utmofi:  extent  ;  neither  rebellion 
at  home,  nor  foreign  war,  were  at  . 
prefen£  to  be  apprehended.  For 
thefe  reafons,  it  was  not  meant  to 
alk  the  full  power,  ufually  obtained 
in  former  cafes  of  rebellion.  But 
as  the  law  Hood  at  prefent,  it 
was  not  poffible  for  government, 
officially,  to  apprehend  the  moll 
fufpe&ed  perfon.  Another  cir- 
cumftance  which  required  an  im¬ 
mediate  remedy  was,  that  the 
crown  had  at  prefent  no  mean?  of 
[D]  3  confining 
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confining  rebel  prifoners,  or  thole 
taken  in  the  crime  of  piracy  on 
the  high  feas,  bat  in  the  common 
gaols;  a  meafure  not  only  incon¬ 
venient  but  impradticable.  fn  the 
prelent  ftate  of  affairs  it  was  ab- 
folutely  neceffary  that  the  crown 
fhould  be  enabled  to  confine  pri- 
foners  under  thofe  defcriptions, 
and  to  provide  for  their  fecurity, 
in  the  lame  manner  that  was 
pra&ifed  with  refpedl  to  other  pri¬ 
soners  of  war,  until  circumflances 
might  make  it  advifeable  to  pro¬ 
ceed  criminally  againfi  them. 
Such,  he  faid,  were  the  purpofes  of 
the  bill. 

The  bill  was  accordingly  brought 
in  and  read  on  the  en filing  day, 
and  a  motion  made,  that  it  fhould 
be  read  the  fecond  time  on  the 
10th,  which  was  the  following 
Monday.  It  now  appeared,  that 
the  enabling  claufe,  rendered  all 
perfons  taken  in  the  ad  of  high 
treafon,  committed  in  any  of  the 
colonies,  or  on  the  high  feas,  or 
in  the  ad  of  piracy,  or  who  are 
or  fnali  be  charged  with  or  fuf- 
peded  of  any  of  thofe  crimes, 
liable  to  be  committed  to  any 
corn mori  gaol,  or  to  any  other 
ipecial  place  of  confinement,  ap¬ 
pointed  for  that  purpofe  under  his 
Majeily’s  fign  manual,  within  any 
part  o f  his  dominions,  there  to  be 
detained  in  fafe  cuftody,  without 
bail,  mainprize,  or  trial,  during 
the  Continuance  of  the  law,  with 
a  provifion,  however,  enabling 
a  certain  number  of  the  Pri v*y 
Council  to  grant  an  order,  for  ad¬ 
mitting  fudi  perfons  to  bail  or 
trial. 

Of  the  few  minority  members 
who  were  prefent,  a  gentleman  of 
the  firfl  eminence  in  his  profeffion, 
and  who,  a  few  years  fince,  filled 


the  fecond  law  office  under  the 
crown  with  the  greafefl  reputa¬ 
tion,  expreffed  the  utmoll  aftonifh- 
ment,  that  a  matter  of  fuch  mag¬ 
nitude  and  importance,  a  bill  that 
ftruc'k  diredly  at  that  great  palla¬ 
dium  of  the  Britifh  conilicution, 
and  only  fecurity  to  the  rights  and 
liberties  of  the  people,  the  habeas 
corpus  law,  fhould  be  brought  in 
without  proper  notice,  at  a  feafon 
when  the  Houfe  was  fo  badly  at¬ 
tended,  and  an  attempt  made  to 
precipitate  its  paffage  in  fo  ex¬ 
traordinary  a  manner,  as  to  pro- 
pofe  the  fecond  reading  within 
three  or  four  days  of  its  being  firfl 
heard  of.  He  faid,  befides  the 
defedl  in  point  of  notice,  it  had 
been  brought  in  unfairly;  as  it 
was  totally  different  from  what  the 
Miniiler  had  announced  it  to  be 
on  the  preceding  day.  Nor  was 
it  lei 5  difcordant  in  its  own  parts, 
neither  the  title  nor  the  preamble 
affording  any  idea  of  the  extraor¬ 
dinary  matter  contained  in  the 
enabling  claufes.  That  he  was 
equally  fhocked  and  alarmed,  to 
fee  a  bill  which  was  to  fufpend 
all  the  functions  of  the  conilitu- 
tion,  brought  in  under  fuch  cir- 
cumftahces,  and  attempted  to  be 
frnuggled  through  a  thin  houfe 
under  falfe  colours,  before  the 
nation  could  be  apprized  of  its 
danger,  or  their  condiments  have 
tne  imalleit  notice,  that  they  were 
going  to  Surrender  the  foundation 
on  all  their  other  rights,  and  the 
peculiar  chara&eriftic  of  the  Bri- 
t;fh  liberty  and  government. 
Mr.  Dunning,  who  made  thefe 
exceptions,  feeing  the  Houfe  then 
going  to  divide  upon  the  quefiion. 
tor  the  iecond  reading,  which  he 
knew  would  be  carried,  moved  to 
have  the  bill  printed,  which. 
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being  agreed  to,  prevented  the 
divihon . 

The  alarm  excited  by  this  bill, 
recalled  a  few  of  thofe  gentlemen 
who  had  of  late  abfented  thum- 
felves  from  the  Houfe.  The 
debates  became  long,  animated, 
and  highly  interefting,  and  were 
rot  unfrequently  intermixed  with 
the  fevered  animadverflon. 

The  oppofition  in  the  fi r ft  place 
contended,  that,  upon  the  Mi- 
nifter’s  own  premifes,  the  bill  was 
entirely  needlcfs  ;  for  as  we  were 
neither  involved  in  a  rebellion  ac 
home,  nor  engaged  in  a  war  with¬ 
out,  there  could  be  no  legitimate 
reaion  for  inverting  the  crown  with 
fo  dangerous  a  power.  Even  a 
foreign  war,  of  whatever  mag¬ 
nitude,  could  not  juftify  fuen.  a 
meafure,  unlefs  there  were  fome 
valid  reaions  for  fuppofing,  that 
an  invaflon  would  be  encouraged 
and  fnpported  by  fome  powerful 
internal  faction.  It  was  a  mea¬ 
fure  only  to  be  adopted  in  cafes  of 
the  greateft  emergency,  when  the 
conftitution  and  liberties  of  the 
people  were  at  (take,  and  every 
thing  mult  be  hazarded  for  their 
prefervation.  Dictatorial  power, 
was  an  edged  tool  not  to  be  played 
with.  The  crown  had  already 
fwelled  fo  far  in  power,  and  in¬ 
fluence,  beyond  thofe  limits  which 
were  affigned  to  it  at  the  revolu- 
-  tion,  as  to  afford  too  much  room 
for  ferious  reflection,  to  every 
ferious  man  and  lover  of  his 
country.  In  this  fituation  of 
things,  there  could  be  neither  rea- 
fon  nor  prudence,  in  lifting  it  up 
at  once  beyond  all  law  and  re- 
ftraint.  The  war  againft  the  Ame¬ 
ricans,  was,  perhaps  unfortunately 
for  this  country,  popular;  a  cir- 
eumftanee  which  removed  every 


colour  of  pretence  for  a  meafure 
of  this  nature.  And  the  power  of 
drawing  out  the  militia  without 
the  concurrence  of  parliament,  to¬ 
gether  with  the  immenfe  force  by 
fea  and  land,  and  the  unbounded 
fupplies  of  money,  with  which  the 
Minifters  were  entrufted,  were  fully 
fuffleient  for  the  ftrength  and  fecu- 
rity,  for  all  the  fair  and  honeft  pur- 
pofes  of  government. 

With  refpeCl  to  its  effedt  on 
America,  they  faid,  that  its  opera¬ 
tions  would  render  the  prefent  un¬ 
happy  aniinofities  between  the 
Englilh  of  thefe  iflands  and  that 
continent  implacable,  and  not  only 
cut  off  the  hope,  but  the  poflibiliry 
of  any  future  reconciliation  ;  that 
under  the  colour  of  retaliation,  it. 
vvould^excite,  or  afford,  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  for  the  exercife  of  the  greateft 
perfonal  injuries,  and  the  moft 
horrible  cruelties,  on  both  fides. 

That  -its  prefent  injuftice  was 
as  glaring,  as  its  future  effect 
would  be  cruel  and  unhappy.  For 
that  letting  the  quefti  -n  lie  dor¬ 
mant,  though  they  by  no  means 
gave  it  up,  as  to  the  juftice  or 
propriety  of  confidering  or  treating 
as  pirates,  thofe  Americans  who 
were  taken  in  arms,  or  carrying 
on  war  againft  our  commerce  upon 
the  high  feas,  it  was  capable  of 
reaching  perfons  of  fo  different 
a  character,  that  all  mankind  muft 
agree  in  condemning  its  injuftice. 
This  bill,  they  faid,  would,  or 
might,  be  extended  to  others, 
befides  thofe  who  made  or  intended 
repri'als  ;  it  might,  for  any  thing 
that  appeared,  be  extended  to  the 
captain  and  crew  of  the  peace¬ 
able  merchantman,  who,  unable  to 
live  by  any  other  means  than  thofe 
to  which  they  were  bred,  are  con¬ 
veying  a  cargo  of  the  commo- 
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dities  of  their  native  country  to 
a  market.  Thefe  under  other  laws 
might  pofiibly  be  confidered  as 
fmugglers;  but  it  vvill  remain  for 
this  to  punifh  them  as  pirates. 

This  bill,  they  faid,  was  not,  how¬ 
ever,  calculated  for  the  meridian  of 
America;  its  operation  was  intend¬ 
ed  much  nearer  home.  The  Mini- 
fters,  daring,  headlong,  violent, 
and  arbitrary,  as  they  were,  had 
not  yet  courage  to  take  off  the 
mafk,  and  openly  to  ftrike  the  fa¬ 
tal  blow  which  they  intended. 
They  vyere  ftill  afraid,  without  the 
pretext  of  foreign  and  domeftic  war, 
to  avow  their  defigns  in  the  face  of 
day,  by  a  total  fufpenlion  of  the 
habeas  corpus  law.  How  do  they 
adh  in  this  nicety  of  fituation  ? 
They  patch  the  lion’s  hide  with 
the  fox’s  Ikin,  and  endeavour  to 
fupply  the  deficiency  of  courage 
with  cunning.  They  bring  in  fur- 
reptitioufly,  under  a  falfe  title,  and 
introduce,  under  a  delufive  pream¬ 
ble,  a  dark,  perplexed,  ambigu¬ 
ous,  and  infidious  bill,  which 
holds  out  fufficient  oftenfibie  mat¬ 
ter  to  keep  Englishmen  agape,  with 
tales  of  high  feas,  Americans,  and 
piracies,  whilft  they  are,  in  the 
mean  time,  cutting  through  their 
liberties,  and  dabbing  the  confti- 
tution  of  their  country  to  the  vi¬ 
tals. 

In  the  fame  view'  of  deception, 
faid  they,  upon  this  first  trial  of 
their  flrength  in  fo  new  and  dan¬ 
gerous  a  meafure,  they  limit  the 
duration  of  the  bill  to  one  year, 
as  an  experiment ;  but  who  does 
not  fee,  that  the  fame  fatal  influ¬ 
ence,  which  will  new  grant  a  dic¬ 
tatorial  power  without  the  colour 
of  a  neceffary  motive,  will  render 
it  permanent  without  the  trouble  of 
a  pretext.  In  the  mean  time,  the 


public  are  to  be  hoodwinked  anl 
deluded  under  the  falfe  covering 
of  a  law  to  punifh  the'  rebellious 
Americans,  a  matter  about  which 
they  are  fo  perfectly  indifferent, 
that  very  few  of  them  will  even 
take  the  trouble  of  reading  the 
bill,  at  the  fame'  time  that  it  will 
draw  every  fubject  of  this  country, 
refiding  either  in  the  Eaft  or  the 
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Weft  Indies,  in  the  unoffending 
provinces  of  America, -eh  the  coafts 
of  Africa,  and  all  that  immenfer 
body  of  the  people  who  in  any 
manner  ufe  the  feas,  within  its  pe¬ 
rilous  vortex.  Nor  will  thofe  be 
fafer,  who  for  health,  bufinef?,  or 
pleafure,  crofs  the  channel  between 
Dover  and  Calais,  nor  the  multi¬ 
tudes  who  continually  pa.fs  and  re- 
pafs  between  England  and  Ireland. 
A  fi fhing  party,  who  go  out  for 
pleafure  in  the  fummer,  will  be  put 
out  of  the  protection  of  the  laws, 
and  in  faCt  proferibed,  as  foon 
as  they  have  paffed  low  water 
mark. 

Nor  let  the  midland  English¬ 
man,  who  never.  law  the  fea,  tri¬ 
umph  in  his  fecurjry.  He  may 
food  experience,  to  his  coft,  how- 
far  the  dexterity  and  ingenuity  of 
the  crown  lawyers  may  extend  the 
yielding  texture  of  this  ambiguous 
bill  to  his  enthralment.  The  wide 
circuit  of  the  human  mind  is  not 
more  various  and  extenfive  than 
the  fufpicious  nature  of  man,  nor 
more  fertile  than  the  principle  of 
revenge  and  ambition,  which  leads 
to  private  ill' and  public  opprdfion. 
This  fee ure  and  unoffending  Eng- 
lilhman  may  find  himfelf  fuddenly 
feized,  carried  off  without  warning 
from  his  family,  tranfported  to  the 
Highlands  of  Scotland,  the  rock 
of  Gibraltar,  the  burning  coafts  of 
Africa,  the;  molt  peftilential  and 

loathfome 
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loathfome  dungeon  in  the  putrid 
jnarfhes  of  Bengal,  or  to  any  other 
part  of  this  w:de  extended  empire, 
jn  which  it  is  thought  fitting  to 
inilitute  prifons  by  the  fign  ma¬ 
nual.  There  he  may  continue  to 
languilh  during  the  term  of  this 
bill*  without  a  poffibility  of  legr.l 
fuccour,  and  cut  oir  from  the  ad¬ 
vice  and  affi  fiance  of  his  neareft 
friends.  When  the  aft  expires, 
indeed,  if  it  is  not  renewed,  and 
that  the  unhappy  iufferer  has  ftill 
preferved  life,  through  the  horrors 
of  captivity,  and  the  ftench  of  his 
dungeon,  he  may  again  return  to 
his  native  country.  He  may  then, 
perhaps,  be  tempted  to  enquire 
what  he  was  confined  and  banifhed 
for;  the  anfvyer  is  ready,  <f  for 
treafon  as  he  is  confcious  of  his 
innocence,  he  will  endeavour  to 
throw  himfelf  upon  the  laws  of  his 
country  for  jufiice,  and  challenge 
his  accufers  to  the  proof,  and  to 
make  good  their  charge;  but  the 
rnmifierial  agent,  by  whom  he  was 
kidnapped,  will  laugh  in  his  face, 
and  tell  him  there  was  no  charge 
againft  him,  but  he  was  fufpefted  ; 
and,  producing  this  aft  of  parlia¬ 
ment,  it  will  be  an  effectual  plea 
in  bar  of  every  remedy  he  can 
feek. 

Such  are  the  terrors,  and  the 
real  dangers,  faid  they,  which  this 
bill  will  hold  out  to  every  fubjeft 
*<jf  this  realm.  For  as  a  bare  fufpi- 
cmn  of  treafon  will  be  fufficient  for 
all  the  dreadful  confequences.  that 
are  mentioned,  no  rank  or  order  of 
men  can.be  exempt  from  them. 
The  firft  fubjefts,  and  mod  emi- 
ment  citizens,  may  become  vic- 
Itims  to  the  immediate  jealoufy, 
srancour,  or  arbitrary  caprice,  of 
Khe  prefiding  minifiers.  Their 
deputies,  in  their  feveral  grada- 
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tions,  down  to  the  lowed:  under- 
firapper  in  office,  will  take  in  the 
ether  claiTes  of  mankind.  Neither 
di fiance  nor  obfeurity  will  be  a 
proteftion.  1  here  is  no  man  fo 
unknown,  or  place  fo  remote,  ia 
which  fame  private  enemy  may  not 
difrurb  his  repofe,  or  where  fome 
bufy,  ignorant,  or  profligate  ma, 
g'firate,  may  not  conceive  his  duty 
concerned,  feel  his  vanity  tickled, 
or,  perhaps,  find  a  gratification 
of  the  moll  infamous  paffions,  in 
the  indulgence  of  an  unfounded, 
or  the  profecution  of  a  pretended, 
fufpicion.  Poverty  and  obfeurity, 
which  ufually  afforded  fhelter  to 
the  humble  and  the  weak  in  the 
tempefis  of  fiates,  will  only  render 
the  doom  of  tfie  unhappy  culprit 
irrevocable.  Nobody  needs  to  be 
informed,  that  hundreds  of  unforr 
tunate  men  linger  out  their  mifer- 
able  lives  in  the  ftate  prifons  of  ar¬ 
bitrary  countries,  merely  becaufe 
they  are  forgotten,  though  the  fy- 
flem  of  government  under  which 
they  originally  fuffered  no  longer 
exifis,  and  thofe  afts  for  which 
they  were  then  puniflied,  might 
now  perhaps  be  deemed  meritori¬ 
ous. 

This  bill  befides  creates  a  new 
order  of  punifhments,  unknown 
before  in  our  penal  laws,  and  en¬ 
dues  the  crown  with  powers  which 
it  could  not  obtain  by  a  total  fuf- 
penlion  of  the  habeas  corpus  law, 
and  which  it  did  not  poffefs  before 
its  formation.  A  power  of  banifh- 
ment  to  any  part  of  the  globe,  at¬ 
tended  with  circumflances  which 
include  the  mod  bloody  fpecies  of 
profeription,  may  be  expefted  in  a 
little  time  to  form  one  of  the  Hand¬ 
ing  prerogatives  of  the  crown. 

They  faid  it  would  be  idle  and 
abfurd  to  oppofe  fuch  a  bill  upon 
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legal  grounds,  or  to  bring  it  to 
any  tell  of  legal  enquiry  ;  for  where 
there  was  neither  reafon  nor  juf- 
tice,  there  could  be  no  law.  Law 
fuppofes  a  rule,  prefcribes  a  duty, 
refpeding  either  the  public  or  in¬ 
dividuals  ;  it  points  out  the  tranf- 
greffions,  defines  the  offence,  an¬ 
nexes  the  punifhment,  and  fpecial- 
ly  provides  and  direds  all  the  in¬ 
termediate  fleps between  the  charge 
and  convidion  ;  but  more  particu¬ 
larly  the  meafure  and  quantity  of 
the  punifhment.  Now  if  this  bill 
is  examined,  it  would  be  found  de¬ 
ficient  in  every  one  of  thefe  requi¬ 
sites.  No  crime  is  defcrihed;  no 
enquiry  into  innocence  or  crimi¬ 
nality  takes  place.  The  punifh¬ 
ment  is  inflided  in  the  firfl  in- 
ifance,  and  examination  is  to  fol¬ 
low.  Sufpicion  fupplies  the  place 
of  evidence.  Any  man  may  be 
fufpeded  ;  but  his  guilt  or  inno¬ 
cence  are  entirely  out  of  the  quef- 
tion  ;  his  punifhment  is  to  con¬ 
tinue,  and  no  enquiry  to  be  made 
into  either,  during  the  exigence 
of  the  prefen t  bill.  Such  is  this 
thing,  which  is  to  be  called  a  law  5 
which  enads  punifhments  without 
examination  or  trial  ;  combines 
their  duration  .with  its  own'exifL 
ence  ;  and  cuts  off  all  poffibie 
means  of  red  refs. 

They  faid,  that  this  bill  ferved 
as  a  kind  of  key,  or  index,  to  the 
defigns  which  minifters  had  for 
forne  years  been  manifeftly  form¬ 
ing,  the  objeds  of  which  they  ren¬ 
dered  vifible  from  time  to  time,  as 
opportunity  ferved,  as  circum- 
ilances  proved  favourable,  as  in¬ 
fluence.  increafed,  and  power 
flrengthened.  Agentleman,  equal¬ 
ly  celebrated  for  his  wit  and  his 
eloquence,  compared  it  to  the  firfl 
fcene  of  the  lafl  ad  of  a  play,  when 
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cumflance,  affeding  the  principal 
perionages  in  the  drama,  is  re¬ 
vealed  to  the  audience,  which  be- 
fides  unravelling  thofe  myfleries 
contained  in  the  former  ads,  opens 
at  once  the  whole  extent  of  the 
author’s  plot,  or  defign,  and  leads 
diredly  to  the  catkftrophe.  This 
plan,  they  faid,  had  been  long 
obfervable  to  thofe  who  took  the 
trouble  of  marking  and  comparing 
the  different  parts  that  appeared, 
and  preferving  the  connedions  be¬ 
tween  them  ;  and  however  covertly 
hid,  or  artfully  held  back  out  of 
fight,  had  been  fyftematically 
adopted,  and  fteadily  purfued  ;  it 
was  nothing  lefs  than  robbing 
America  of  her  franchifes,  as  a 
previous  flep  to  the  introdudion  of 
the  fame  fyflem  of  government  into 
this  country. 

Such  were  the  colours,  in  which 
the  nature,  tendency,  and  defign, 
of  this  bill  were  defended  by  the 
oppofition.  On  the  other  fide  it 
was  faid,  that  nothin e  lefs  than  a 
malignity  of  dlfpofition,  which  led 
to  the  moil  groundless  and  unwar¬ 
rantable  fufpicions,  a  perverfe  and 
captious  temper,  difpofed  to  quar¬ 
rel,  without  diftindion,  with  all 
the  meafures  of  government,  and 
a  determination  to  impede  all  its 
ads,  however  falutary  or  neceffary, 
or  el i e  the  moil  fadious  and  dan¬ 
gerous  motives,  could  have  given 
birth  to  the  fuggedion,  that  this 
bill  meant  or  intended  any  thing 
farther,  than  what  it  fairly  im¬ 
ported,  a  power  to  apprehend, 
commit,  and  imprifon,  perfons 
adually  guilty  of  treasonable  of¬ 
fences  committed  in  America,  on 
the  high  feas,  or  of  the  crime  of 
piracy.  That  it  was  not  lefs  ab- 
furd  and  prepoilerous  than  malig¬ 
nant. 
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rant,  to  fuppofe  it  was  framed  in¬ 
tentionally  to  reach  or  overtake 
perfons  guilty,  or  prefumed  to  be 
guilty,  of  offences  committed  with¬ 
in  the  realm,  i  hat  if  government 
fufpedled  any  part  or  body  of  the 
people  at  home,  of  a  difpofition 
which  tended  to  adls  of  that  dan¬ 
gerous  nature  fuppofed  by  the  bill, 
their  application  would  have  been 
fair,  open,  and  diredl;  they  would 
have  accompanied  the  requelt 
with  their  motives  for  making  it  ; 
they  would  have  come  to  parlia¬ 
ment,  and  defired  a  fufpeofion  of 
the  Habeas  Corpus  Adi,  in  fo 
many  words,  hating  at  the  fame 
time,  what  fhould  ever  accompany 
fuch  a  requifition,  the  ground  of 
neceffity  upon  which  it  was  made. 
No  parliament  ever  refufed  to  com¬ 
ply  with  fuch  a  requefl  in  fuch  cir- 
cum  fiances ;  much  lefs  could  fuch 
a  refufal  be  apprehended  at  the 
prefent  time,  if  adminiilration  be 
really  in  pofleffion  of  that  over¬ 
ruling  influence,  and  dangerous 
power,  which  have  been  magni¬ 
fied  into  fuch  terrific  forms  by  the 
oppofition. 

The  prefent  bill,  they  faid,  was 
framed  upon  the  moll  wife,  hu¬ 
mane,  and  equitable  principles. 
It  was  calculated  more  to  prevent 
mifchief,  than  to  inflidl  punifh- 
ment,  much  lefs  to  eftabiifh  per¬ 
fection.  i  he  innocent  man  had 
nothing  to  fear  ;  but  it  was  equally 
confident  with  right  policy  and 
humanity,  to  hold  out  terrors  to 
the  guilty.  And  whatever  harfli 
epithets  had  been  applied  by  the 
other  fide  to  the  bill,  or  to  its 
framers,  that  government  mull 
ever  be  confidered  as  the  wifeft, 
moll  humane,  and  moll  equitable, 
which  diredls  its  attention  to  de- 
vife  means  for  the  prevention  of 
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crimes,  inflead  of  endeavouring  to 
deter  men  from  a  violation  of  the 
laws  by  rigorous  and  fanouinary 
punifhments. 

But  fuppofing  the  bill  fhould 
have  the  operation  that  was  attri¬ 
buted  to  it  within  the  realm,  what 
colourable  objeblion  could  lie  to  it 
even  upon  that  ground  ?  It  would 
hill  create  no  new  power,  however 
it  might  declare  an  old  one.  Se¬ 
veral  adls  aredeclared  by  theftatutes 
to  be  high  treafon.  Others  come 
within  the  dais  ofconfirudtive  trea- 
fons,  which  are  not  explicitly  de¬ 
fined  by  any  llatute  ;  many  of 
which  are  however  eftablifhed  by 
precedents,  and  the  judgment  of 
the  courts.  If  it  lhould  then  ap¬ 
pear  that  an^perfons  in  this  coun¬ 
try  had  unlawfully  correfponded 
with  the  rebels  in  America,  had 
fupplied  them  with  money,  arms, 
implements  of  war,  or  intelligence, 
it  is  very  poffible,  that  fuch  adls 
might  bring  them  within  fome  of 
thole  descriptions  of  high  treafon, 
which  are  laid  down  by  the  fla- 
tutes,  or  founded  upon  them.  In 
fuch  cafe,  there  is  no  treafon  con- 
ftrudled  by  this  bill ;  it  only  en^ 
ables  the  crown  to  Secure  the  per¬ 
fons  of  fuch  dangerous  offenders, 
with  greater  expedition  and  effedl, 
than  it  could  have  done  in  the  com¬ 
mon  courfe  of  legal  proceedings,, 
Will  this  then  be  confidered  as  a 
rational  ground  of  objedlion  to  the 
bill  ?  Or  will  it  be  contended, 
that  a  man’s  refidence  within  the 
kingdom,  affords  him  an  impunity 
for  all  adls  of  treafon  he  may 
chufe  to  commit?  If  there  were 
any  fuch  men  in  this  country,  it 
would  be  a  fufffcient  motive,  ex- 
clufive  of  any  other,  for  paffing 
the  bill.  But  they  ftill  afferted, 
that  this  country  contained  no  fuch 
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defcription  of  men  ;  that  treafon 
and  rebellion  were  properly  and 
peculiarly  the  native  growth  of 
America  5  and  that  the  bill  cohid 
only  operate  on  its  proper  objects. 

The  Minifters  urged,  in  the 
ftrqngeft  terms,  the  necefiity  there 
was  for  ftrengthening  the  hands  of 
government  at  this  critical  period. 
They  faid  it  would  be  impoffible 
to  carry  on  public  bufinefs,  with¬ 
out  delegating  powers  to  the  crown 
upon  ex  traor  din  ary  occaiions,  which 
wojild  not  be  proper,  becaufe  they 
would  not  be  wanted,  in  ordinary 
cafes.  Parliament  were  the  proper 
judges,  when,  and  to  whom,  to 
entruft  fuch  extraordinary  powers. 
If  necefiity  was  a  good  ground  for 
granting  them,  that  necefiity  in  oft 
apparently  and  incontrovertibly 
exifted  at  prefent.  The  prefent 
fituation  of  affairs  rendered  it  ne- 
cefiary  for  government  to  call  for 
every  afliftance,  which  it  was  in 
the  power  of  parliament  to  dele¬ 
gate  or  create.  If  parliament  had 
not  a  confidence  in  the  minifters, 
it  was  in  vain  for  them  to  endea¬ 
vour  tp  conduft  the  public  bufinefs. 
If  it  had  a  proper  confidence  in  the 
crown  and  its  minifters,  it  was  in 
the  laft  degree  of  abfurdity  to  mix 
it  with  idle  fears  and  ill-founded 
fufpicions. 

They  concluded,  that  the  whole 
weight  of  the  objections  made  to 
the  pntrufting  of  the  crown  with 
the  power  demanded,  depended 
upon  the  fuppofition  of  its  being 
applied  to  evil  and  dangerous  pur¬ 
poses.  That  this  conelufion  was 
unfair  and  unfounded  ^  equally 
falfe  in  reafon  and  argument.  It 
would  be  as  logical,  and  more 
confonant  to  reafon  and  experience, 
to  fuppofe  that  this  power  would 
be  only  ufed  with  the  ftricteft  pro¬ 


priety.  Parliament  was  the  great 
conftiiutional  check  on  all  power. 
If  the  powers  delegated  at  prefenr, 
fhould  in  any  degree  be  abufed, 
that  will  hereafter  afford  a  moil 
proper  fubp  ft  of  parliamentary  en¬ 
quiry,  and  its  vengeance  will  hang 
over  thofe  offenders-  who  dared  to 
violate  their  truft.  But  fure  it  is 
an  extraordinary  mode  ofreafoning, 
to  argue  again!!  the  uie,  from  the 
pofiihle  a-bufe  of  the  bill. 

Notwithfbnding  the  vigour  of 
oppofnion,  the  division  Feb-Ioth> 
upon  the  quelbon  of 
commitment,  after  the  fecond 
reading,  fufficiently  expofed  its 
weaknefs  in  point  of  number  ;  the 
bill  being  committed  for  the  fol¬ 
lowing-  Thurfday,  by  a  majority  of 
195  to  43.  . 

Upon  the  day  appointed,  a  gen¬ 
tleman  in  office  informed  the  com¬ 
mittee,  that  having  obferved  in  the 
late  debate,  that  the  fpecial  power 
of  appointing  places  of  confine¬ 
ment,  under  the  fign  manual,  in 
any  part  of  his  Majefty’s  domi¬ 
nions,  had  been  much  urged  in 
argument,  and  created  apprehen- 
fions,  that  perfons  taken  into  cuf- 
todv  within  the  realm,  were  liable 
to  be  fent  beyond  fea,  to  diftant 
places  of  confinement  ;  and  that 
his  Majelly’s  fervants  having  no 
fuch  idea  in  contemplation,  and 
though  they  were  convinced  the 
claufe  in  its  prefent  ftate  did  not 
admit  of  that  interpretation,  were, 
however,  willing  to  give  every 
reafonable  ffitisfaftion  to  thofe  who 
thought  othervvife,  and  would 
therefore  obviate  and  remove  the 
doubts  which  arofe  upon  that  con- 
ftruftion.  That  he  underftood  this 
was  the  only  folid  ground  of  ob¬ 
jection  which  could  be  taken 
againft  the  bill,  and  that^  in  order 
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to  render  the  bill  palatesble,  and 
unobjectionable  to  all  parties,  he 
would  move,  that  the  words  “  in 
anv  part  of  his  Majvlty’s  domini¬ 
ons,”  lhould  be  left  out,  and  that 
the  words  •“  within  the  realm,” 
fhouid  be  inferted  in  their  place. 

This  concefiion  was  far  from  fa- 
tisfying  the  oppofition.  1  hey 
laid,  that  the  power  of  indifcrimi- 
nate  banifhment,  however  hideous, 
was  only  a  matter  of  fecondary 
confider  ation  ;  that  the  power  or 
apprehi  ndi  ig  and  confining  the 
perfon  of  the  fubjeCt,  upon  bare 
fufpicion,  without  a  pretext  of 
any  legal  caufe,  was  the  great  ob¬ 
ject  of  alarm  and  danger,  and 
what  could  alone  afford  life  and 
activity  to  the  other.  They  con¬ 
tended,  that  a  line  fhouid  be 
drawn  between  the  innocent  and 
the  guilty  ;  that  the  degree  of  pro¬ 
bability  attending  the  fufpicion, 
and  the  degree  of  guilt,  upon  which 
the  fufpicion  was  founded,  fhouid 
be  defined  fo  clearly,  that  the  in¬ 
nocent  might  know  when  they 
were  in  a  liate  of  lecurity,  and  by 
what  error  or  trefpafs  it  might  be 
forfeited  ;  and  that  a  mode  of  re- 
drefs  fhouid  be  provided,  in  cafes 
where  the  powers  granted  by  the 
bill  were  manifeflly  or  grofly 
abufed.  And  that  upon  every  idea 
ofjufticeand  equity,  a  diftinCtion 
lhould  be  made,"  even  with  refpeft 
to  the  Americans,  between  thofe 
perfons  who  were  in  aCtual  arms, 
and  fuch  as  only  fubmitted  to  the 
refpe&ive  governments  in  which 
they  refided,  and  to  an  authority 
which  they  were  unable  to  refill. 

But,  in  the  name  of  goodnefs, 
faid  they,  if  the  intentions  of  the 
miniflers  are  as  pure  and  as  inno¬ 
cent  as  they  profefs,  why  do  they 
refufe  to  confine  the  operation  of 


this  bill  to  its  proper  objeCt  ?  Why 
extend  it  to  Great-Britain  ?  If 
fuch  powers  are  neceffary  in  Ame¬ 
rica,  let  them  be  created  ;  but  let 
their  direction  be  fixed.  If  they 
are  wanted  in  this  country,  what 
are  they  mincing  the  matter  for, 
and  making  a  fecret  of  it  to  par¬ 
liament?  Let  them,  in  their  own 
manner,  make  the  demand  in  fo 
many  words  ;  let  them,  by  their 
own  rule  of  conduCt,  Hate  the  ne- 
ceffity  for  fo  doing  ;  and  when  this 
is  done,  to  the  fatisfaClion  of  par¬ 
liament,  let  them  obtain  the  power 
in  the  moil  ample  and  comprehen- 
five  manner  they  can  defire.  But 
to  difclaim  the  intention  of  feek- 
ing  the  power,*and  at  the  fame 
time  endeavour  by  fpecious  and 
delufive  pretences  to  obtain  it,  car¬ 
ried  fuch  an  appearance  of  dupli¬ 
city,  impofition,  and  contempt  of 
that  affembly,  as  was  not  to  be 
paralleled  in  any  former  tranfac- 
tion  between  minillers  and  par¬ 
liament. 

The  minillers  Hill  infilled  upon 
the  purity  of  their  intention  ;  that 
the  prefent  amendment  removed 
all  manner  of  ambiguity  from  the 
bill,  and  mull  afford  fatisfaClion. 
to  any  thing  lefs  than  a  fixed  de¬ 
termination  to  find  fault  in  all 
events,  and  to  oppofe  indiferimi- 
nately  in  all  cafes.  The  title  of 
the  bill,  its  preamble,  and  the  oc^ 
canon  of  bringing  it  in,  all  ferved 
to  fix  its  locality,  and  as  explana¬ 
tions  of  its  true  import  and  defign. 
Thefe  would  effectually  prevent  or 
clear  up  any  poffible  mifeonft  ruCtion 
of  the  enacting  claufes. 

A  gentleman  in  oppofition,  faid 
he  would  put  adminiflration  to  a 
tell,  as  to  the  fincerity  of  their 
profefiions,  and  the  innocency  of 
intention  in  the  bill.  If  thefe 

were 
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were  real,  they  could  have  no  ob-  within  the  realm,  for  crimes  not 
jeClion  to  the  amendment  he  was  pretended  to  have  been  committed 
going  to  propofe,  which  only  within  it.  He  was  therefore  clearly 
tended  to  limit  the  operation  of  of  opinion,  that  it  was  better  to  fuf- 
the  bill  to  its  avowed  objects.  He  pend  the  Habeas  Cos  pus  at  once  ; 
accordingly  moved  for  a  claufe  of  becaufe  in  that  cafe,  every  man 
amendment,  to  fpecify  that  the  would  know  what  he  had  to  depend 
offence  for  which  any  perfon  was  on,  and  every  good  fubjeCt  would 
apprehended,  on  fufpicion  orother-  acquiefce  in  a  power,  created  for 
Wife,  "  within  the  kingdom,”  the  public  benefit, 
mull  have  been  dated,  to  be  com-  So  unexpected  a  difference  of 
mitted  within  the  kingdom,  and  opinion,  in  fuch  a  quarter,  and  fa 
not  ellewhere.  powerful  a  confirmation  of  the  ob- 

In  the  mean  time,  a  gentleman  jeClions  laid  by  their  antagonifts, 
of  confiderable  rank  in  judicial  coming  from  fuch  an  authority, 
proceedings,  though  not  one  of  could  not  fail  to  furprize,  if  not 
thofe  who  are  immediately  confi-  dagger  the  minifters,  and  muft,  at 
dered  as  the  crown  lawyers,  dif-  another  feafon,  have  proved  fatal 
fented  totally  from  the  opinion  to  the  bill.  The  critical  fituation 
held  out  by  his  brethren  in  office.  Qf  public  affairs,  and  the  neceffity 
He  acknowledged,  that  the  bill'  of fh'engthenino- government, were, 
was  manifeflly  at  variance  with  the  however,  brought  to  the  fupport  of 
title  and  preamble;  that  the  fir  ft  the  meafure  in  this  exigency,  and 
held  out  only  a  power  to  the  crown  the  lad  propofed  claufe  of  the 
of  apprehending  and  committing,  amendment  was  rejected  upon  a 
upon  grounds  of  fufpicion,  fuch  diviiion,  by  a  majority  of  five  to 
perfons  as  are  defcribed  in  the  one,  the  numbers  being  125,  to 
preamble,  who  have  been,  or  may  25  only,  who  fupported  the  mo- 
be,  brought  into  this  kingdom;  tion. 

but  the  en  a  Cling  part,  not  only  This  defeat  did  not  prevent  the 
gives  that  power,  but  it  grants  a  debate  from  being  renewed  with 
general  power,  of  taking  all  per-  equal  if  not  greater  vigour  on  the 
fons  up  without  any  fpecification  following  day,  when  '  , 

of  crime  whatever.  That  it  was  the  report  was  received  14'tn° 

abfurd  to  fay,  that  the  locality  of  by  the  houfe  from  the  committee, 
the  crime  was  marked  out  by  the  A  petition  drongly.  oppofing  the 
bill.  Where  was,  the  redrefs  pro-  bill,  was  alfo  received  from  the 
vided  ?  There  was  noredrefs,  but  city  of  London  on  the  fame  day. 
by  an  application  to  the  privy  They  concluded  this  petition  with 
council,  who  were  now  to  be  in-  a  declaration.  That  meafures  fo 
veiled  with  the  powers  belonging  to  violent  and  unconftitutional  ;  fo 
the  courts  of  common  law.  But  fubverfive  of  the  facred  and  funda- 
the  miichief  would  be  done,  in  the  mental  rights  of  the  people,  and 
fir  11  in  fiance,  previous  to  any  fuch  fubje  Cling  them  to  the  rnofi  cruel 
application,  and  the  Habeas  Cor-  fubjeCtion  and  bondage,  v.  ould,  in 
pus  ACl,  would  be  in  faCl  Impend-  the  judgment  of  the  petit  oners,  be 
to  all  its  intents  and  purpofes,  introduClive  c  cry  ipecies  ofmif- 

chief 
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chief  and  confufion  ;  and  thereby 
precipitate  the  impending  ruin  of 
this  country. 

in  this  debate,  a  gentleman  in 
oppofition  moved  for  a  claufe  of 
amendment.  That  nothing  ihould 
be  deemed  piracy  within  the  true 
meaning  and  legal  conftruftion  of 
the  aft,  but  arts  of  felony,  com¬ 
mitted  on  the  fhips  or  goods  of  the 
fubjeft  on  the  high  feas.  This 
amendment  was  the  more  particu¬ 
larly  contended  for,  as  by  fome  of 
the  former  ftatutes  of  piracy,  the 
trading  or  correfponding  with  pi¬ 
rates  was  ordained  to  be  felony 
without  the  benefit  of  clergy  ;  and 
it  was  apprehended,  that  perfons 
who  had  innocently  traded  with 
the  Americans,  might,  by  con¬ 
ftruftion  of  law,  and  coupling  their 
meaning  with  the  prefent  bill, 
have  been  fubjefted  to  the  penal¬ 
ties  of  thefe  ftatutes.  The  ftatute 
8  George  I.  chap.  24,  was  ac¬ 
cordingly  called  for  and  read,  to 
fhew  that  the  ground  of  jealoufy 
was  fairly  ftated,  and  the  inference 
clearly  made  out. 

The  firft  appearance  of  a  difpo- 
fuion  to  relax  in  any  degree  with 
refpeft  to  the  bill,  or  to  affent  to 
the  juftice  of  any  objections  that 
were  made  to  it,  was  upon  this 
occauon  fhewn  by  the  minifter. 
He  difclaimed  forhimfelf,  and  for 
the  framers  and  fupporters  of  the 
bill  _i n  general,  every  intention  of 
wrong,  oppreftion,  and  injuftice, 
and  the  frnalleft  defign  of  extend¬ 
ing  i  ts  operation  beyond  its  avowed 
objects,  and  therefore  agreed  to 
the  amendment  with  the  utmoft 
cheerfulnefs,  hoping  thereby  to 
remove  every  poflibie  ground  of 
jealoufy. 

This  fuccefs,  and  the  appear¬ 
ance  of  flexibility  which  attended 
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it,  encouraged  the  framer  of  the 
amendment  to  propofe  another  of 
ft*1 1  more  general  importance,  tend¬ 
ing  to  remove  the  great  objects  of 
alarm  and  contention,  the  general 
power  of  commitment,  and  the 
operation  of  the  bill  in  this  coun¬ 
try.  For  this  purpofe  he  moved, 

I  hat  no  perfon  fh all  be  fecured  or 
detained,  under,  or  by  virtue  of 
this  aft,  for  high  treafon,  or  fuf- 
picion  of  high  treafon,  unlefs  fuch 
perfon  fhall  be  charged  to  have  been, 
locally  refident  in  his  Majefty’s  faid 
colonies  and  plantations  in  North 
America,  at  the  time  he  fhall  be 
charged  with,  or  fufpefted  of  com¬ 
mitting  high  treafon. 

Befid  es  fuch  frf  thofe  arguments 
which  we  have  already  ftated,  as 
applied  particularly  to  the  fubjeft 
of  the  motion,  it  was  further  fup- 
ported  on  the  following  grounds* 
That  the  power  of  general  com¬ 
mitment  had  a  moft  dark  and  dan¬ 
gerous  afpeft.  That  as  the  bill 
flood  at  prefent,  every  man  in  the 
kingdom  was  liable  to  be  deprived 
of  his  liberty  under  the  pretence  of 
treafon  committed  in  America,  al¬ 
though  he  had  never  been  out  of 
his  own  county  or  parifh.  That 
it  was  abfurd  and  prepofterous  to 
continue  the  bill  under  its  prefent 
title,  which  related  to  America 
only,  when  by  conftruftion  of  law 
it  was  meant  to  include  Great-Bri- 
tain.  That  in  reafon  and  faft,  a 
perfon  never  out  of  England,  could 
not  be  guilty  of  high  treafon  com¬ 
mitted  in  America;  if  not,  but 
that  it  is  fuppofed  he  may  be  guilty 
of  that  crime  in  this  country,  why 
not  hold  that  language  in  the 
bill,  and  add  to  the  title,  the 
words  “  or  in  Great-Bricain  V* 
And  they  contended,  that  the  mi- 
nifters  could  not  do  lefs  in  con¬ 
formity 
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formity  with  their  own  prcfeffions, 
if  they  were  really  fincere  in  them, 
than  to  grant  the  fecurity  required, 
by  a  compliance  with  the  prefent 
motion. 

On  the  other  fide,  feveral  cafes 
were  quoted,  in  which,  b-y  con- 
flruCtion  of  law,  charges  of  trea- 
fon  laid  to  be  committed  in  one 
place,  though  they  were  after¬ 
wards  proved  to  be  committed  in 
another,  were  notwithftanding  ad¬ 
mitted  as  valid  ;  and  they  con¬ 
tended,  that  though  an  offence 
might  be  committed  here,  by  a 
perfon  who  had  never  been  out 
of  the  kingdom,  yet  its  operation 
in  America,  would  conflitute  one 
complete  offence.  The  fad  might 
not  be  criminal,  in  the  nrft  in- 
liance,  and  might  become  cri¬ 
minal  afterwards  from  its  con- 
fequences,  and  yet,  by  a  fair  and 
juilifiable  conftruCtion  of  law,  be 
deemed  one  com  pleat  aft.  1  hey 
concluded,  that  the  propofed  claufe 
would  deftroy  one  of  the  main 
purpofes  or  the  bill  ;  and  that  it 
would  not  afford  any  prote&ion 
to  the  innocent,  although  it 
might  effectually  fcreen  the  guilty. 
The  motion  was  accordingly  re¬ 
jected  upon  a  divifion,  by  a  majority 
of  49  to  14. 

Though  all  the  grounds  of"ar- 
gument  feemed  exhaufted  on  both 
lides,  in  the  long  and  frequent 
contention  which  attended  this 
bill  in  every  part  of  its  pro- 
grefs,  and  that  the  fpirit  of  the 
difputants  might,  by  this  time, 
have  been  well  deemed  in  the  fame 


vigour 

O 


of  the 
grow  with 


fituation,  yet  the 
combatants  feemed  to 

,  .  the  toil,  and  the  third 

beb.  17  "L  reading,  produced  one 

of  the  longed,  moil  interelting. 
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and  mod  animated  debates*  that 
has  been  known; 

Mr.  Dunning,  who  hid  laid 
open  the  principle  and  tendency 
of  the  bill,  and  had  fince  been  in¬ 
defatigable  both  in  his  general  op- 
pofition,  and  his  endeavours  to 
difarm  it  of  fome  of  thofe  powers 
which  he  confidered  as  the  mod 
dangerous,  not  difcouraged  by 
the  rejection  of  Mr.  Powys’s  lad 
claufe  of  amendment  on  the  fe- 
cond  reading,  propofed  another, 
nearly  fimilar,  to  be  added  to  the 
bill  by  way  of  rider.  He  in¬ 
troduced  the  amendment  with  a 
fpeech  fraught  with  legal  and 
profeflional  knowledge,  in  which, 
with  his  ufual  ability,  he  went 
through  and  examined  the  whole 
courfe  of  controverfy  on  both  Tides, 
and  having  combated  the  argu¬ 
ments  which  had  been  ufed  in 
fuppjort  of  the  bill,  and  pointed 
out  the  evil  confequences  to  be 
apprehended  in  its  prefent  date, 
moved  an  additional  claufe  to  the 
following  purport :  Provided  alfo, 
and  be  it  herebv  declared,  that 
nothing  herein  contained  is  in¬ 
tended,  or  fhall  be  condrued  to 
*  extend  to  the  cafe  of  any  other  pri- 
foner,  or  prifoners,  than  fuch,  as 
have  been  in  fome  erne  of  the 
colonies  before-mentioned,  or  on 
the  high  Teas,  at  the  time  or  times  of 
the  offence  or  offences,  wherewith 
he  or  they  fhall  be  charged. 

A  gentleman,  who  fat  not  far 
from  the  Minider  on  the  treafury 
bench,  agreed  to  receive  the  claufe 
in  part,  if  the  mover  would  admit 
an  amendment  of  his  own  to  be  in¬ 
terwoven  with,  and  added  to  it  * 
viz.  that  the  words,  “  In  fome 
“  one  of  the  colonies ,  or  On  the  high 
4(i  feas”  ihould  be  left  out  and 

thg 
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the  words,  “  Out  of  the  realm,” 
inferted  in  their  room  ;  and  that 
the  following  words,  “  Or  of  which 
“  they  Jhall  be  f if  petted”  lhould  be 
added  to,  and  conclude  tne  orirri- 

O 

nal  claufe. 

If  this  amendment  did  not 
afford  all  that  was  wifhed,  the 
acceptance  of  . the  claufe,  even  in 
its  prefen t  form,  was,  however, 
an  object  of  great  conftquence 
with  tne  minority,  who  now  con- 
fidered  the  bill  as  having  nearly 
loft  two  of  its  moil  danoerous 

O 

fangs;  the  laft,  though  not  en- 
tirely  drawn,  being  now  tolera¬ 
bly  blunted.  But  this  conceffion 
was  far  from  being  pleafinp-  to 
that  part  of  the  majority,  who 
had  at  all  times  been  eager  in 

^  O' 

the  purluit  of  the  moll  violent  mea- 
fures  againil  America,  and  who 
were  ulfo  l'uppofed  to  be  much 
difpofed  to  the  lupport  or  elia- 
bliihment  of  a  flrong  government 
at  home. 

WEilft  fome  of  the  gentlemen 

O 

under  this  defeription  were  repro¬ 
bating  the  claule,  and  contend¬ 
ing  that  the  bill,  even  in  its  ori¬ 
ginal  Hate,  did  not  convey  all 
the  powers  with  which  it  was 
neceffary  to  arm  the  crown  in 
the  prefent  ficuation  of  affairs, 
they  difeovered,  to  their  unfpeak- 
able  aftonifhment,  that  the  mi- 
nifter  had  totally  changed  his 
tone  upon  that  fubjeft.  He  now 
exculpated  himfelf  in  particular, 
and  aaminjflration  in  general, 
from  every  intention  of  eltabli fil¬ 
ing  any  unconflitutional  prece¬ 
dents,  or  of  feeking  or  wilhing 
any  powers  to  be  entrufled  ei¬ 
ther  to  the  crown  or  to  them- 
felves,  which  were  capable  of 
being  employed  to  bad  or  op- 

Voi,.  XX 


prefiive  purpofes;  difavovved  all 
defign  of  extending  the  opera¬ 
tion  of  the  bill  beyond  its  open 
and  avowed  objebls  ;  faid  it  was 
intended  for  America,  not  for 
Greac-Britain ;  that  as  he  would 
alk  for  no  power  that  was  not 
wanted,  fo  he  would  fcorn  to  re¬ 
ceive  it  by  any  covert  means; 
and  whilll  he  expreffed  his  con¬ 
cern  for  the  jealoufy  excited  by 
any  ambiguity  that  appeared  in 
the  bill,  hoped  that  the  prefent 
amended  claule  would  afford  full 
fatisfattion  to  the  gentlemen  on 
the  other  fide  of  the  houfe,  and 
that  the  law  would  now  meet 
with  the  approbation  of  all  par¬ 
ties. 

This  unexpe&ed  conduft  caufed 
great  diffatisfadion  on »  his  own 
fide.  Thole  who  had  been  the 

avowed  fupporters  of  the  bill, 

thought  therafelves  particularly  - 
ill  treated.  They  were  engaged 
in  a  very  unpopular,  and  what 
might  have  turned  out  a  very 
odious  bufmefs;  and  after  they  had 
worked  through  it  with  unufual 
toil,  and  encountered  no  fmall 

fnare  of  obloquy  by  the  way, 
they  were  deferred  at  the  very 

inllant  of  completion,  ana  that  in 
fuch  a  manner,  as.  feenied  calcu¬ 
lated  merely  to  difgrace  the  whole 
rneafure,  to  confirm  all  the  charges 
and  iurmifes  of  their  adversaries, 
and  to  fix  all  the  odium  upoa 
them. 

It  was,  however,  obferved  be¬ 
fore,  that  the  court  parties  were 
far  from  being  united ;  that  ad- 
miniflration  did  not  draw  kindly 
together ;  that  the  crown  lawyers 
did  not  agree;  thefe  circumftances 
occafioned  the  humorous  obfer- 
vation  of  a  gentleman  in  the 
[£]  ^  mino- 
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minority,  that  adminiftration  were 
as  much  at  variance,  as  the  title, 
preamble,  and  body  of  the  bill. 

Though  the  amended  claufe  was 
much  oppofed  in  debate,  it  was, 
however,  at  length  received  with¬ 
out  a  divilion.  The  minority 
could  not  now  conceal  their  joy 
and  triumph.  A  gentleman  emi¬ 
nent  for  his  eloquence  and  abi¬ 
lities,  felicitated  the  houfe  and 
the  nation  on  the  efcape  they  had 
from  at  lead:  a  temporary  date 
of  tvranny,  and  which  was  per¬ 
haps  intended,  in  good  time,  to 
have  been  rendered  perpetual. 
He  congratulated  the  minority, 
who  riptwith  dan  ding  their  weak- 
nefs  in  number,  had  accomplifh- 
ed  that  happy  event,  by  their 
correction  of  fo  reprehendble  and 
dangerous  a  bill ;  though  a  roino- 
jity,  the  miniders  were  not  on¬ 
ly  convinced,  but  afhamed,  and 

had  accented  of  their  alteration. 

* 

The,  noble  Lord  at  the  head 
of  affairs,  he  faid,  was  obliged  to 
the  minority  alooe?  for  digeding8 
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altering,  and  correcting  his  bill  ; 
neither  he  nor  the  nation  owed 
any  obligation  to  his  numerous 
friends  the  majority,  who  were 
ready  to  fwallow  it,  with  all  its 
original  crudities,  errors,  injudice, 
and  cruelty, 

7' heir  gaining  this  favourite 
point,  did  not  prevent  their  dill 
continuing  to  combat,  though 
more  faintly,  the  principle  of  the 
bill,  and  carrying  their  oppoii- 
tion,  after  a  long  and  late  de¬ 
bate,  to  a  divifion  upon  the  que- 
ftion  of  the  third  reading,  which 
was  carried  again.d  them  by  a  ma¬ 
jority  of  ii2  to  35.  The  main 
qoedion  being  then  put,  that  the 
bill  do  pafs,  it  was  carried  without 
a  divifian. 

The  bill  palled  the  Lords  with¬ 
out  debate  or  amendment;  the 
minority  peers  having  fo  gene* 
rally  abfented  themielves  from 
that  houfe,  that  the  Earl  of  Abing¬ 
don  found  himfelf  alone  in  enter* 
ing  a  proteft  again  ft  it. 


C  H  A  T. 
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Accounts  laid  before  the  committee  of  /apply.  Motions  by  the  minijier. 
Contrafls  animadverted  cn.  Payment  of  an  unexpected  demand  made 
by  the  Landgrave  of  He/e  for  levy  -money .  Debates.  Me  fag  e  from  the 

throne.  The  me/age  referred  to  the  committee  of  J apply .  Motion  by  Lord 
"John  Cavendijh ,  that  the  order  of  reference  be  difeharged .  Great 
debates.  L he  motion  rejected  upon  a  divifon.  Reflations  pafed  in  the 
committee  of  f up  ply  for  the  dijeharge  of  the  debts  incurred  on  the  civil 
lif  efablijhmenty  and  for  an  annual  augmentation  of  that  revenue . 
Debates  renewed  upon  receiving  the  report  from  the  committee  of  Jupply . 
Fiji  refoiution  pafed  without  a  dir  if  on.  Amendment  moved  to  the 

fecotid  rej elution.  Amendment  rejected.  Second  reflation  carried  upon 
a  divifon.  Me/age  debated  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords.  Addrets  of  concur¬ 
rence  moved  by  the  Earl  of  Derby.  Amendment  moved  by  the  Marquis 
of  Rockingham.  Amendment  rejeCled  upon  a  divifon.  Previous  quejiion 
moved  by  the  Duke  of  Grafton ,  and  rejected.  Addrefs  carried  upon  a 
divifon .  Protef. 


SEVERAL  accounts  of  the 
extraordinary  unprovided  fer- 
vices  of  the  war,  having  been 
laid  before  the  committee  of  fup- 
ply,  and  two  refoiutions  moved 
by  the  minifter,  that  the  fum  of 

Feb.  2ift.  P "'o'  ‘he 

million  granted  by 

the  laft  vote  of  credit,  and  the  far¬ 
ther  fum  of  1, 200, cool.  fhould 
be  granted  for  the  difeharge  of 
thole  fervices,  the  enormity  of 
the  expence  under  this  head,  a- 
mounting  to  2,170,000b  and 
which  was  faid  to  exceed  that  p f 
any  year  of  the  laft  war,  when  we 
fupported  very  great  fleets  and 
armies’  in  every  quarter  of  the 
globe,  gave  rife  to  fome  warm  and 
confiderable  debate. 

A  great  number  of  objections 
were  made,  as  well  to  the  manner 
of  hating  the  accounts,  as  to  the 
charges  in  various  articles  of  the 
expenditure.  it  was  faid,  that 
the  former  were  fo  involved,  per¬ 
plexed,  and  obfeyre,  as  to  be  in 


a  great  meafure  unintelligible. 
That  thofe  accounts  which  related 
to  the  difpofal  of  the  money 
granted  by  the  vote  of  credit, 
were  fo  twilled  and  involved  wifh 
thofe  which  appertained  to  other 
grants  and  fervices,  that  they  were 
abfolutely  inextricable.  That  be- 
iides  their  general  confulion,  and 
that  face  of  darlcnels  which  over- 
lpread  the  whole,  great  fums  of 
money  were  charged  in  the  grofs 
to  fundry  fervices,  without  any 
explanation,  or  the  final  left  fpeci- 
fication  of  particulars.  That  it 
was  one  of  the  firft  duties  of  par¬ 
liament  to  enquire  in  the  ftri&eft 
^manner  into  the  expenditure  of 
the  public  money  ;  they  were  fent 
there  by  their  conftituents  to 
watch  over  their  imerefE,  and  to 
controul  the  executive  power;  if 
they  failed  in  the  execution’  of 
this  trull,  they  were  no  lonpcr 
the  representatives  of  the  people, 
and  they  had  no  longer  any  pre¬ 
tence  to  lit  there.  And,  they 

m  *  faid. 
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faid,  that  it  was  a  mockery  of 
the  Commons,  to  lay  a  heap  of 
indigejled,  ambiguous,  or  unin¬ 
telligible  papers  before  them,  un¬ 
der  the  colour  and  name  of  giving 
a  fair  (latement  of  the  difpolal  of 

the  public  money. 

With  refpedt  to  particular 
charges,  the  contrails  for  hories, 
for  transports,  and  for  rum,  afford¬ 
ed  the  principal  fubjeds  of  ani- 
madverficn.  it  was  faid,  that 
round  fums  of  money  were  charged 
in  a  (ingle  line,  for  the  purchafe, 
or  the  keeping  of  the  former, 
without  any  fpeciiication  or  price 
or  number.  That  the  charge 
made  for  the  hire  of  fljipping  in 
the  tranfport  fervice,  was  very  con- 
Bdefably  above  the  ufual  price, 
without  any  adequate  .caufe  for 
the  rife.  That  in  the  beginning 
of  the  prefent  troubles,  whilft 
trade  was  dill  flounfhing,  and  a 
greater  demand  consequently  for 
(hipping,  they  .were  hired  at  the 
•rate"  of  9s.  per  ton,  but  now, 
when  trade  is  nearly  annihilated, 
and  a  vaft  number  of  merchant 
fhips  co nfeque ntiy  out  of  employ, 
government  generoufly  raifes  the 
price  without  regard  to  the  mar¬ 
ket,  and  fad  dies  an  already  ruined 
»  and  plundered  nation,  with  an  un¬ 
warranted  additional  expence  of 
four  or  five  {hillings  in  the  ton, 
and  that  for  every  month  in  the 
year,  merely  to  gratify  and  enrich 
a  few  rapacious  contradors. 

gut  the  con  trails  for  fupplying 
the  army  in  America  with  rum, 
afforded  a  wider  field  for  animad- 
verfion.,  and  were  more  feverely 
fcrutinized  than  any  others. 
Thefe,  it  was  faid,  fo  far  as  their 
t  terms  were  acknowledged,  were 
fated  at  about  four  (hillings  a 
pild*V  which  full  a  (hilling. 


higher  than  the  market  price. 
But  this  impofition  upon  the  pub» 
lie  was  not  fufticlent.  The  fame 
perfon,  whole  charge  bad  been 
allowed  for  the  purchafe  and 
keeping  of  horfes  without  tale, 
had  alio  been  favoured  with-  the 
privilege  and  benefit  of  fupply- 
ing  rum  in  the  aggregate,  without 
the  trouble  or  inconvenience  of 
afeertaining  any  quantity.  This 
perfon  had  obtained  credit  for  the 
grofs  fum  of  3,5,000k  wrote  off 
in  two  lines,  For  rum  delivered 
{i  in  America,  for  the  ufe  of  the 
“  forces  there,”  without  the 
final  left  fpecification  of  the  quan¬ 
tity,  the  quality,  the  price,  the 
time  when  delivered,  or  the  per- 
fons  by  whom  received.  Such, 
faid  they,  are  the  accounts  laid 
before  parliament,  to  enable  the 
Commons  to  do  juftice  to  their 
conilituents,  and  to  afford  them 
the  fafisfadion  of  knowing,  that 
their  money  was  not  more  wifely 
bellowed,  than  frugally  applied. 
They  can  no  longer  entertain 
any  doubt  of  the  integrity  of 
their  governors,  or  the  watchful 
attention  of  their  reprefentatives, 
when  they  fee  fueh  an  item  as 
35,000k  (truck  off  at  once  to  an 
obicure  perfon,  without  the  ac~ 
companyment  of  a  fingle  ray  of 
light,  or  the  fmalleft  collateral 
proof  or  circurn  fiance,  which 
might  lend  to  fatisfy  them  that 
the  tranfadion  was  a  fair  one, 
or,  if  foul  and  dilhoneft,  which 
might  lead  to  the  detection  of  the 
fraud. 

This  difcuffion  led  to  much  fever© 
reflection  upon  contractors  in  gene¬ 
ral,  and  the  undue  influence  obtain¬ 
ed,  and  the  pernicious  confequences 
that  attended  the  granting  of 
con tf ads  to  members  of  that 

ho  ufe, 
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ncilfe.  This,  they  faid,  carried 
the  dangerous  properties  of  a  two- 
edged  fword,  which  cut  fatally 
both  wavs  at  once.  The  na- 

■f- 

tional  treafure  was  fquandered  in 
an  iniquitous  contract,  knd  the 
contractor  was  bribed  with  their 
own  money  to  betray  the  in- 
terefls  of  his  condiments.  The 
ruinous  confluences  of  the  tranf- 
adlion  were  extended  flill  farther, 
and  impeded  all  the  parts  of  the 
public  fervice.  The  contractor, 
fully  fenfiblq  of  the  conditions 
upon  which  he  obtained  the  fa¬ 
vour,  well  knowing  that  it  was 
eflimated  to  him  at  all  the  mo¬ 
ney  which  it  could  poflibly  pro¬ 
duce,  that  the  manner  of  fulfil¬ 
ling  the  contract  was  not  a, t  all 
thought  of,  and  that  he  woi\ld 
be  entirely  covered  from  all  en¬ 
quiry  into  his  conduct,  laid  him- 
felf  out  without  caution  or  appre- 
henlion,  to  make  the  molt  of  his 
bargain. 

Thus  it  was,  they  faid,  that 
our  armies  and  fleets  were  ren¬ 
dered  incapable  of  fervice  ;  and 
thus,  without  fighting,  our  brave 
fearnen  and  foldiers  were  de- 
flroyed  by  bad  and  unwholefome 
provifions.  The  very  exeefs  of 
the  calamity,  and  the  confequent 
increafe  of  hofpitals,  which  pro¬ 
ceeded  from  one  job,  filled  up 
the  meafure  of  intended  profit 
for  others.  From  hence  it  was, 
that  lean  beef  and  carrion  pork 
were  falted  in  the  heat  of  the 
dog  days,  and  fent  off  from  Ire¬ 
land  to  New  York  and  Canada. 
From  hence,  damaged  American 
flour,  which  having  out-paiTed  the 
market,  had  lain  in  the  ware- 
houfes  of  London  and  Briftol, 
till  it  became  totally  unmerchant¬ 
able,  was  bought  up  at  a  con¬ 


temptible  price,  and  fent  back 
to  the  continent  which  produced 
it*  to  ipread  infection  and  death 
through  the  Britifh  army  and 
navy,  whilfl  the  nation  was  pay¬ 
ing  for  that  trafh,  the  highefl: 
price  that  was  given  for  the  bell 
Englifh  flour.  And  thus*  the/ 
faid,  was  a  mold  unhappy  and 
ruinous  civil  war  prolonged,  and 
rendered  flill  more  fatal,  by  the 
corrupt  and  fhameful  manner  ia 
which  it  was  conduced. 

The  minifter  took  Very  con- 
flderable  pains  to  obviate  the 
intricacy  of  the  accounts,  and 
to  fupply  their*  deficiency  by  ex¬ 
planation.  Fie  ftated  the  num¬ 
ber  and  price  of  the  horfes,  and 
infilled  that  they  were  purchafed 
in  the  mod  advantageous  man¬ 
ner,  and  upon  the  mod  reason¬ 
able  terms.  He  denied  that  thp 
hire  of.  (hipping  had  advanced  fo 
much  in  price  a 3  dad,  been  Hated. 
He  faid  the  price  given  by  govern¬ 
ment  for  tranfports,  and  which, 
it  did  not  exceed,  was  twelve 
(hillings  and  fix-pence  per  ton. 
That  however  confiderable  that 
rife  was,  beyond  the  flandard 
price  in  time  of  peace,  nothing 
could  be  more  reafonable  of 
equitable.  Infurance  had  rifen 
to  an  enormous  pitch.  Seamens 
wages  were  more  than  doubled. 
Government  employed  none  but 
the  bell:  and  flouted  (hips.  Thefe 
were  armed,  and  provided  for 
war  and  defence.  Thus,  befides 
the  advance  on  wages,  the  mer¬ 
chant  was  obliged  to  employ  a 
double  number  of  hands.  And 
that  it  was  evidently  impofllbls 
for  him  to  fopport  all  thofe  ex¬ 
traordinary  charges,  without  a 
conflderable  advance  on  the  price 
of  tonnage. 

[*]  3  Ths 


7o j  annual  re 

The  affair  of  the  rum  con- 
tra&s,  rather  afforded  more  trou¬ 
ble  to  the  noble  Lord  than  any 
other.  It  was  acknowledged  that 
the  price  given  on  that  contract, 
which  had  excited  fo  much  cen- 
fure  and  ridicule  from  its  being 
unaccompanied  with  any  fpecifi- 
cation  in  the  account  laici  be¬ 
fore  the  Houfe,  was  five  fnillings 
and  three- pence  per  gallon.  But 
inftead  of  admitting  any  want  of 
attention  or  oeconoirsy  in  the  giv¬ 
ing  of  this  high  price,  the  lower 
rates  of  the  other  contracts  were 
brought  as  proofs  of  the  greateft 
vigilance  and  frugality,  and  it 
was  a  l  mo  ft  infinuated,  that  tne 
contractors  muft  be  lofers  upon 
them. 

A  round  fum  of  44,000 1. 
which  had  been  charged  in  the 
accounts  as  iftued  to  Col.  Fawcif, 
without  any  explanation,  or  fpe- 
cihcation  of  purpofe,  was  among 
thofe  items  which  had  undergone 
cenfure,  and  which  was  now  ac¬ 
counted  for,  by  {hewing  that  it  had 
been  applied  to  fatisfy  an  un¬ 
expected  demand,  made  by  the 
Landgrave  ot  Heffe  for  levy-mo¬ 
ney.  This  demand  was  founded 
upon  the  treaty  of  1755?  though  no 
notice  wnatfoever  had  been  taken 
of  it  in  the  late  treaty. 

The  mini  Iter  reprefented  the 
demand  to  be  fair,  though  un¬ 
expected,  and  the  payment  of  the 
money  to  be  of  courfe  equitable 
and  neceffary.  The  Landgrave 
had  quoted  the  treaty  of  1755 
as  a  precedent  ;  that  treaty  was 
particularly  underftood  to  be  the 
bafts  of  the  prefent :  this  was 
prefumed  to  draw  alter  it  all  the 
advantages  of  the  former,  as  well 
as  to  fecure  the  due  performance 
of  its  own  particular  engage- 
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ments ;  thus  the  good  faith  fub- 
fifting  between  both  parties,  com¬ 
pelled  Adminiftration  to  accede  to 
the  juftice  of  the  claim.  That 
prince,  laid  they,  would  have 
been  entitled  to  this  money,  if 
his  troops  had  never  ftirred  out 
of  Germany  ;  but  under  the  cir- 
cumftances  of  their  going  to,  and 
ferving  in  America,  he  fhouid 
Purely,  not  only  be  entitled  to  all 
the  advantages  deducible  to  him 
by  former  or  prelent  treaties,  but 
thefe  ihould  even  be  conftrued  li¬ 
berally  in  his  favour. 

As  to  other  obje&ions  that 
had  been  made,  it  was  contend¬ 
ed,  that  the  ftri&eft  cec.onomy, 
and  greateft-  frugality,  had  pre¬ 
vailed  in  all  the  departments  of 
government;  that  the  contra&s 
had  been  conduced  with  the 
greateft  prudence  and  judgment, 
and  the  beft  poffible  terms  ob¬ 
tained  from  the  contra&ors.  It 
was  denied,  .that  any  preference 
had  been  given  to  members  of 
that  houfe  in  contracts.  They 
were  always  entered  into  with 
thofe  who  feemed  the  moll  able, 
and  who  were  the  beft  calculated 
to  fulfil  their  obligations.  That, 
however,  there  was  nothing  par¬ 
ticular  in  the  fituation  of  a  gen¬ 
tleman’s  holding  a  feat  in  that 
houfe  which  fhouid  exclude  him 
from  the  advantages  he  might 
othervvife  derive  as  a  man  of  bu- 
llnefs,  either  from  his  engage¬ 
ments  with  the  public,  or  with 
individuals.  That  feme  bad  pro- 
vifions  had  been  fent  to  Ame¬ 
rica  was  acknowledged  ;  but  that 
was  attributed  to  the  neceftity  of 
the  cafe,  and  the  fuddennefs  of 
the  demand.  When  good  meat 
could  not  be  procured,  cattle  muft 
be  killed,  though  even  out  of 
•  feal'oa 
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fesfon  and  condition,  to  fupply 
the  deficiency  in  the  bed  poffible 
manner.  Such  judicious  mcalures, 
it  was  faid,  were  now,  however, 
purfued,  as  would  prevent  all 
complaints  of  this  nature,  and 
provide  for  every  future  contin¬ 
gency. 

On  the  other  fide,  the  rapacity 
of  the  Prince  of  HefTe  was  con¬ 
demned  in  the  dronged  terms,  and 
the  payment  of  his  ui^jud  and  ex¬ 
orbitant  demand,  reprefented  as  a 
mod  fhameful  profufion  and  wade 
of  the  public  treafure.  Why  was 
not  this  levy-money  fettled  at  the 
time  cf  making  the  treaty  ?  or  why 
was  an  imperfedt  treaty  brought  to 
obtain  a  partial  fandtion  from  par¬ 
liament  ?  The  treaty  of  1755, 
fhould  govern  both  parties  ;  or 
govern  neither.  The  Landgrave 
fhould  either  abide  by  that,  or  by 
the  other  of  1775-  Jf  by  the 
former,  let  him  take  it  with  all 
its  fpecial  conditions,  with  its  levy- 
money,  and  fingle  fubfidy  :  if  by 
the  latter,  let  him  have  his  double 
fubfidy,  but  no  levy-money.  But 
to  make  a  new  bargain,  to  give 
him  feveral  fingular  benefits  and 
advantages,  which  were  not  fo 
much  as  thought  of  in  the  old 
treaty  ;  and  after  the  mod  full  and 
perfedt  ratification  of  the  new,  to 
fuffer  him  then  to  pick  and  cull 
every  thing  out  of  both  the  trea¬ 
ties,'  which  tended  to  his  own  ad¬ 
vantage,  and  the  filling  of  his  ccf- 
fers,  was  declared  in  very  drong 
terms,  ,to  be  fuch  a  breach  of  pub¬ 
lic  trud  and  minideral  duty,  as 
would,  even  within  very  late 
years,  have  drawn  upon  the  au¬ 
thors,  the  mod  decided  and  un¬ 
equivocal  marks  of  parliamentary 
indignation  and  refentment. 

The  cmbarraffment  of  the  court, 


arifing  from  the  heavy  load  of  debt 
which  had  been  accumulated  on  the 
civil  lid  edablifhment  fince  the 
year  1769,  had  been  long  publicly 
known;  and  the  confequent  di- 
ftreffes  of  that  very  numerous  body 
of  people,  who  are  dependent  on, 
or  in  fome  way  connected  with  it, 
were  fo  notorious,  and  in  many 
indances  fo  grievous,  that  this 
matter  feemed  in  fome  degree  to 
become  reproachful  to  the  nation, 
as  well  as  difgraceful  to  royalty. 
An  application  to  parliament  on. 
this  fubjedt,  had  accordingly  been 
expedted  during  the  two  preceding 
feffions  ;  but  the  unhappy  date  of 
public  affairs,  and  the  vail  and 
continual  calls  upon  the  national 
treafure  for  the  fupport  of  the 
American  war,  were  fuch  difcou- 
raging  circumdances  to  the  Mini- 
ders,  as  to  redrain,  if  not  over¬ 
come  their  zeal,  fo  that  they  had 
not  hitherto  been  able  to  fummon 
refolution  fufficient  for  making  the 
demand. 

Although  no  very  flattering 
change  had  yet  taken  place  in  the 
appearance  of  public  affairs,  and 
that  the  public  expences  were  every 
day  becoming  more  enormous,  the 
neceffity  became  at  length  too 
mighty  to  be  contended  with,  and 
all  other  con  fiderations  were  obliged 
to  give  way  to  the  prefen t  urgency. 
The  minider  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  though  fcarcely  reco¬ 
vered  from  a  fevere  illnefs,  was  ac¬ 
cordingly  obliged  to  undertake  a 
talk,  which  would  at  _ any  time 
have  been  fudiciently  dilagreeable, 
but  which  in  the  prefent  circum¬ 
dances  of  public  affairs  wa3  pecu¬ 
liarly  irkfome. 

He  delivered  a  meflage  A  th> 
from  the  throne,  in  which 
much  concern  was  expreffed  by  the 

[£]  4  Sovereign 
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Sovereign  at  being  obliged  to  ac 
quaint  them  with  the  difficulties 
he  laboured  under,  from  debts  in¬ 
curred  by  the  expences  of  the 
houfehold,  and  of  the  civil  go¬ 
vernment,  which  amounted  on  the 
5th  of  the  preceding  January  to 
upwards  of  600, cool.  That  he 
relied  on  the  loyalty  and  affection 
of  his  faithful  commons,  of  which 
he  had  received  fo  many  fignal 
proofs,  for  enabling  him  to  dif- 
charge  this  debt,  and  that  they 
would  at  the'fame  time  make  fame 
further  provilion  for  the  better  fup- 
port  of  his  houfehold,  and  of  the 
honour  and  dignity  of  the  crown. 
The  mefiage  was  attended  with  a 
number  of  papers,  containing  va¬ 
rious  accounts  of  the  expenditure, 
and  a  comparative  ftatement  of  the 
wholfc  amount  of  the  prefent  civil 
lift  ehablifhment  from  the  year 
1760,  with  that  of  the  produce  of 
the  former  revenues  which  had 
been  appropriated  to  that  fervice 
during  the  fame  period  ;  the  for¬ 
mer  being  intended  to  explain  the 
caufes  of  exc'efs  in  the  expendi¬ 
ture,  and  the  latter  to  fhew,  that 
the  crown  had  been  a  Jofer  by  the 
bargain  which  it  then  made  with 
parliament,  A  motion  was  then 
made,  and  carried  after  feme  de¬ 
bate^,  that  the  mefiage  fhould,  on 
that  day  week,  be  referred  to  the 
consideration  of  the  committee  of 
fupply. 

1 6th  adJ0l,rned  da>’  ^or 

taking  the  mefiage  into 
confideration  by  the  committee  of 
fupply,  a  motion  was  made  by 
Lord  John  Cavendifh,  that  the 
order  of  reference  of  the  9th  in- 
ftant  might  be  difeharged.  The 
view  of  this  motion  was,  that  in- 
ftead  of  carrying  the  quedion  di¬ 
rectly  into  the  committee  of  fup¬ 


ply,  there  to  determine  at  once  by 
a  vote,  whether  provifion  fhould  be 
made  for  fupplying  the  whole  de¬ 
mands,  the  accounts  of  the  expen¬ 
diture,  the  caufes  of  the  excefs,  the 
means  of  preventing  it  in  future, 
and  the  propriety  of  complying  in 
the  whole  or  in  part  with  the  requi- 
litions,  fhould  fir  ft  be  examined  ac¬ 
curately,  and  confidered  with  due 
deliberation,  in  a  committee  of  the 
whole  houfe. 

This  motion  accordingly,  which 
was  in  effect,  whether  the  Speaker 
fhould  leave  chair,  brought 

out  the  whole  force  of  debate, 
which  was  long  and  ably  fupport- 
ed,  moft  of  the  confiderable  fpeakers 
on  both  fides  having  didinguifhed 
tbemfelves  in  its  courfe.  Though 
the  oppofition  were  united  in  fup- 
port  of  the  motion,  they  did  not 
totally  correfpond  in  fentiment  as 
to  the  original  ground  of  debate* 
One  part,  being  willing  to  dlf- 
c  barge  the  prefentdebt,  as  a  mat¬ 
ter  of  unavoidable  neceftity  which 
could  not  be  remedied,  were,  how¬ 
ever,  totally  averfe  to  any  future 
augmentation  whatever  of  the  re¬ 
venue  ;  whilft  the  other  equally 
oppoled  both,  until  the  whole  bu- 
iinefs  had  undergone  a  full  parlia¬ 
mentary  difcullion,  when,  they  in¬ 
filled,  that  the  prefent  revenue 
would  be  found  fully  Efficient  for 
all  its  fair  and  conflitutional  pur¬ 
poses. 

The  debate  being  fupported  with 
great  vigour  till  pad:  10  o’clock  at 
night,  the  motion  was  at  length 
rejected  upon  a  divifion,  by  a  ma¬ 
jority  of  28  i ,  (0114.  The  houfe 
being  then  refolved  into  a  commit¬ 
tee  of  fupply,  paffed  two  refola- 
tions  to  the followingpurport,  vis. 
That  the  fum  of  618,3-401.  fhould 
be  granted  to  enable  his  Majefty 
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to  pay  the  debts  incurred  by  the 
expences  of  his  household,  and  of 
his  civil  government,  on  the  5th 
of  January  laft.  And,  That  the 
fum  of  ioo,oool.  a-year,  over  and 
above  the  fum  of  8co,oool.  be 
granted,  as  a  further  provifion  for 
the  better  fupport  of  his  Majelly’s 
houlehold,  and  of  the  honour  and 
dignity  of  the  crown. 

The  gentlemen  of  the  minority 
flrongly  oppofed  this  vote.  i  heir 
oppolition,  they  faid,  was  founded 
upon  the  pprelt  principles  of  pa- 
triotifm,  which  eqaully  included  a 
due  attention  to  the  ability,  the 
burthens,  and  the  profperity  of 
the  people,  with  the  raoll  perfed 
and  liberal  regard  for  the  honour, 
happinefs,  and  real  interefls  of  the 
Sovereign.  But  they  contended, 
that  a  compliance  with  the  prefent 
application,  in  the  extent  and 
manner  which  was  fought  by  the 
Miniflers  and  their  adherents, 
would  be  equally  an  ad  of  trea¬ 
chery  to  the  Prince  and  to  the  peo¬ 
ple,  and  a  mod  fhameful  facriiice 
of  their  refpedive  interefls.  For 
whilll  they  lamented  the  diflreffes 
to  which  the  Sovereign  had  been 
reduced,  the  mifery  thereby  brought 
upon  great  numbers  of  individuals, 
and  the  circumflances  of  degrada¬ 
tion  attending  fo  unhappy  a  fixa¬ 
tion,  they  charged  all  thefe  mif- 
chiefs  to  the  unbounded  and  fcan- 
dalous  profufion  of  the  Miniflers, 
and  infilled,  without  referve,  or 
admitting  of  a  doubt,  that  the  pre¬ 
fent  revenue  was  not  only  fully 
fufficient  to  anfwer  all  the  fair 
and  honefl  purpofes  of  government 
under  the  reftridion  of  a  prudent 
ceconomy,  but  abundantly  to  fup¬ 
port  the  grandeur,  fplendour,  and 
magnificence  of  the  crown,  in  a 
manner  equal  to  its  own  digni¬ 


ty,  and  to  the  greatnefs  even  of 
this  nation  in  its  happieft  <era. 
But  infcead  of  being  dedicated  to 
thefe  royal  and  national  objeds  for 
which  it  had  been  granted,  it  was 
applied,  they  faid,  to  the  mofl  fa¬ 
tal  purpofes,  whilfl  a  great  Mo¬ 
narch  was  reduced  to  flraits  which 
would  have  been  difgraceful  to  a 
private  gentleman,  and  the  luitre  - 
of  the  crown  was  obfcured  and  tar- 
nifhed,  in  a  manner  before  un¬ 
known  in  this  country. 

They  faid,  that  it  was  too  ma- 
nifeft  to  admit  of  any  difcuflion, 
that  the  debt  had  been  incurred  in 
carrying  on  and  fupporting  a  fy- 
llem  of  corruption  ;  that  there  was 
no  man  of  any  party,  who  was  at 
all  acquainted  with  public  affairs, 
who  had  not  an  internal  convidion, 
that  the  royal  revenues  were  fquan- 
dered  in  obtaining  that  baneful 
and  unbounded  influence,  which 
fwept  every  thing  before  it  ; 
which  had  already  brought  the  na¬ 
tion  to  the  brink,  of  ruin  ;  and 
which  had  deprived  us  in  a  very 
great  meafure  of  all  the  benefits 
derived  from  a  limited  government. 

It  was  true,  that  the  conftitutioa 
was  not  now  alarmed  as  heretofore, 
by  the  harfh  and  Hern  voice  bf 
prerogative  ;  but  the  danger  was 
now  much  greater;  the  foe  was 
covert,  filent,  and  infidious ;  and 
his  operations,  though  flower,  were 
much  more  certain. 

They  were  therefore  called  upon, 
they  faid,  by  their  allegiance  as 
well  as  patriotifm,  by  every  tie  of 
public  and  private  duty,  by  a  due 
attention  to  appearances,  as  well 
as  to  the  prefervation  of  their  in¬ 
tegrity,  to  their  perfonal  honour 
as  men,  and  their  aggregate,  as 
bodies  of  the  legiflature,  to  re¬ 
train,  inflead  of  augmenting  the 

means 
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means  of  corruption,  and  to  pre¬ 
vent  Minifters,  under  any  name, 
or  any'  pretence,  from  obtaining 
t3ie  difpofal  of  fuch  a  permanent 
revenue,  as  would  render  them 
either  independent  of  parliament, 
or,  (which  would  be  equally  per¬ 
nicious)  enable  them  to  eftabiifih. 
fuch  an  influence,  as  might  vir¬ 
tually  prefcribe  its  duties,  or  con- 
troui  its  operations. 

They  did  not  want,  they  faid, 
to  reftrain  the  Sovereign  within 
the  limits  of  a  narrow  oeconomy  ; 
on  the  contrary,  they  wifhed  that 
the  King  of  Great  Britain,  (hould 
be  great,  fplendid,  magnificent, 
and  generous.  If  he  had  not  al¬ 
ready  had  the  means  for  thofe  pur- 
pofes,  they  would  mo  ft  'willingly 
have  concurred  in  affording  them. 
They  were  too  much  interfiled  in 
his  honour  and  happinefs,  in  the 
dignity  of  the  throne  which  he 
filled,  and  the  iuftre  and  fplendour 
of  the  crown,  to  hefitate  at  any 
meafures  which  were  necdfary  for 
their  fupport  or  increafe,  and  not 
to  feel  the  greateft  pain,  in  obferv- 
ing  the  fhameful  manner  in  which 
for  feveral  years  they  had  been  fa- 
crificed.  The  enquiries  which 
they  propofed  would  lay  open  the 
fources  of  all  thofe  evils  which 
were  complained  of9  and  no  doubt 
could  then  be  entertained  of  the 
application  of  effectual  remedies  ; 
whereas  a  blind  compliance  with 
the  terms  of  the  meftage,  would 
not  only  nourifh  the  diforder  for 
the  prefent,  but  afford  an  inex- 
hauftible  fupply  for  its  future  fup¬ 
port.  That  the  debts  of  the 
crown  had  not  long  before  been 
difcharged  without  account.  The 
natural  confequence  has  enfued. 
Another  and)  a  larger  demand  is 
made.  A  vaft  annual  increafe  is 


then  afked,  concurrently  with  the 
payment  of  an  enormous  debt,  and 
not  even  the  wretched  fecurity  of  a 
minifterial  promife  given,  that 
new  debts  will  not  be  contracted, 
and  new  augmentations  demanded. 

Such  being  the  avowed  princi¬ 
ples  upon  which  the  opposition  was 
founded,  the  debates  of  courfe 
turned  principally  upon  the  nature 
of  the  accounts  before  them,  the 
caufes  of  excefsin  the  expenditure, 
the  (efficiency  of  the  prefent  reve¬ 
nue  for  its  purpofes,  and  the  quef- 
tions  arifing  upon  a  fuppofitioh, 
that  the  crown  had  facrificed  its 
immediate  interefts  in  favour  of 
the  public,  by  accepting  a  certain 
revenue  of  8co,ocoI.  a-year,  in 
the  place  of  the  appropriated  du¬ 
ties,  the  produce  of  which,  if  was 
contended,  had  amounted  to  a 
much  greater  fum  in  the  time  that 
intervened  fince  that  period  ;  from 
whence  it  was  inferred,  that  the 
crown  had  acquired  an  equitable 
claim,  as  well  for  the  diichargs  of 
its  former  debt  in  the  year  1769, 
as  for  the  fupply  of  its  prefent  de¬ 
mands.  Much  collateral  matter 
was  of  courfe  introduced  in  the  dif* 
cufnOns  which  arofe  under  thefe  ge¬ 
neral  heads. 

The  inefficiency,  defigned  ob- 
fcurity,  and  total  lack  of  informa¬ 
tion,  which  were  charged  to  the 
accounts  by  the  oppofition,  afforded 
a  boundlefs  field  for  animadverfion, 
and  much  fcope  for  argument,  to 
flievv  the  propriety  and  neceffity,  if 
they  wifhed  to  underftand  any 
thing  of  the  fubjedl,  to  difcharge 
the  order  of  reference  to  the  com¬ 
mittee  of  fupply,  and  dilpofe 
themfelves  into  a  committee  of  en¬ 
quiry,  in  o/der  if  pofiible  to  deve- 
lope  and  throw  feme  light  upon 
that  chaos  of  corifufion  and  dark- 

nefs 
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refs  which  was  now  ] aid  before  the  Chamber,  and  the  Matter  of 
them.  the  Horfe,  when  the  account  of  the 

The  accounts,  they  faid,  car-  expenditure  in  their  refpedtive 
ried  the  fullett  conviction,  that  offices  is  demanded,  return  for 
they  were  fabricated  to  perplex,  anfwer,  faid  they,  that  they  have 
not  to  inform  ;  that  the  fads,  no  materials  for  that  purpofe,  and 
which,  under  their  title,  they  were  that  it  is  impollible  for  them  to 
bound  to  difclofe,  could  not  bear  make  up  any  fuch  accounts  as  are 
the  light;  and  that  a  great  and  required.  This  they  rep  referred 
roval  revenue  was  fquandered  in  fo  as  a  flight  and  contempt  of  the 
fhameful  a  manner,  and  applied  to  houfe,  which  was  equally  unpre- 
fuch  pernicious  purpofes,  that  the  cedented  and  unpardonable  ;  but 
Miniilers  dared  not  to  avow  its  however  their  prefen c  difpofition 
difpol'al,  nor  venture  to  commit  fo  might  be  to  overlook  fuch  treat- 
dangerous  a  knowledge  to  the  ment,  and  however  a  knowledge 
public.  They  were  unaccompanied  of  that  difpofition  was  the  means  of 
by  any  voucher,  by  any  collateral,  producing  it,  this  conduct  they 
or  explanatory  obfervation,  that  confidered  as  eflablifhing  one  in* 
could  give  them  even  that  colour  controvertible  fadl,  that  it  had 
of  authenticity,  which  w*ss  fitting  been  originally  determined  to  keep 
for  their  appearance  before  parlia-  them  totally  in  the  dark,  and  that 
ment,  or  to  render  them  worthy  no  fair  account,  nor  fatisfadlory 
of  its  attention.  Every  man  of  information,  fhould  ever  come  be- 
bufinefe  knew,  that  accounts  with-  fore  them. 

out  vouchers  were  in  fadt  no  ac-  That  fome  of  the  accounts 
counts.  Would  fuch  be  admitted  which  had  been  produced,  and 
in  the  ftatement  or  fectlemetn  cf  were  calculated  to  deceive  the  peo- 
any  merchant’s  affairs?  would  pie  into  an  opinion,  that  the 
they  be  allowed  in  any  court  of  crown  had  conferred  a  great  favour, 
juttice  or  equity?  Thofe  before  and  was  a  great  lofer,  by  its  bar- 
them  flated  certain  Aims,  ittued  gain  with  the  public  in  the  year 
under  cercain  enumerated  heads,  1760,  were  furniftted  with  other 
without  the  fmallett  mention  to  properties,  which  were  fo  far  more 
whom  they  were  paid,  or  to  what  culpable,  as  an  immediate  attempt 
purpofe  applied.  The  only  fa&s  of  impofition  by  over-reaching  the 
to  be  gathered  from  them,  were  a  underttanding  is  more  criminal, 
great  expenditure,  and  a  great  de-  than  a  modett  or  timid  attempt  to 
ficiency  of  provifion  ;  fo  that  the  conceal  paft  mifcondud  or  profii- 
prefent  voluminous  detail  would  gacy,  fti  the  chimate  of  the 
have  been  full  as  intelligible  if  it  amount  of  (what  was  mod  impro* 
had  been  given  in.  the  grofs,  and  perly  called)  the  hereditary  reve- 
whole  of  the  one,  with  the  total  nue,  or  properly  the  appropriated 
of  the  other,  ilruck  off  in  two  duties,  for  the  iaft  fixteen  years, 

compared  with  that  of  the  adlual 
The  conduft  of  fome  of  the  court  civil  lift  revenue,  a  great,  furpluf- 
departments  was  feverely  rep  re-  age  is  ftated,  and  repreferi ted  as  fo 
hended.  The  Deputy  Auditor  of  much  lofs  to  the  crown  by  refign- 

the  Exchequer,  the  Treafurer  of  ing  the  former,  although  in  fa<ft, 

the 
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the  greater  part  of  this  'forpius 
arilfes  from  a  parliamentary  fund, 
which  had  no  exigence  in  the  year 
1760,  and  to  which,  if  it  had,  the 
crown  could  not  have  laid  the 
fmalleft  pretension.  This  fund 
was  created  by  the  poll -office  aft 
of  the  5th  of  the  prefent  reign, 
and  in  this  eftimate,  with  an  evi¬ 
dent  view  of  impofition  upon  the 
public,  and  deception  on  parlia¬ 
ment,  is  artfully  brought  to  ac¬ 
count  on  the  fide  of  the  crown,  un¬ 
der  a  fuppofiiion,  that  the  multi¬ 
plicity  and  perplexity  of  figures, 
with  the  indolence  and  inattention 
fo  prevalent  in  public  affairs,  would 
effe&ually  operate  in  preventing 
detection.  They  faid,  that  if  one 
falfe  article  in  any  account  could 
be  proved,  and  that  it  was  inani- 
feftly  brought  in  by  defign,  as  in 
the  prefent  infiance,  it  was  a  fair 
and  allowed  deduction,  that  the 
whole  account  was  falfe.  They 
concluded  therefore,  that  from  the 
withholding  of  all  fpecification, 
and  every  voucher,  which  could 
afford  the  colour  of  authenticity  to 
one  part  of  the  accounts,  and  th$ 
grofs  and  glaring  impofition  at¬ 
tempted  in  the  other  ;  it  was 
equally  juftifiahle  in  point  of  ar¬ 
gument  and  fadt  to  infill,  that  the 
whole  was  a  fcene  of  unparalleled 
deception,  delufion,  and  impofi¬ 
tion. 

Comparative  eftimates  were  en¬ 
tered  into  of  the  amount  of  feveral 
beads  of  expenditure,  during  two 
periods  of  eight  years,  each  in  the 
prefent  feign,  and  two  equal  pe¬ 
riods  which  terminated  at  the  con- 
clufion  of  the  former.  The  excels 
in  feveral  of  thefe  articles  during 
*  the  lafi  eight  years  was  confider- 
able,  and  arofe  principally  under 
the  heads  of  the  cofferers  account, 


the  board  of  works,  penfions,  an¬ 
nuities,  fecret  fervice,  and  am- 
baffadors.  It  was  obferved,  that 
the  excefs  in  thofe  penfions,  which 
were  paid  by  the  paymafter  of  that 
department,  in  the  late  period, 
compared  with  the  expenditure 
under  the  fame  head  of  the  lafi 
eight  years  of  the  late  reign, 
amounted  to  153,293!.  That  the 
excefs  in  penfions  and  annuities 
paid  at  the  exchequer,  during  the 
fame  periods,  amounted  to  80,846b 
And  that  the  excefs  under  the  head 
of  fecret  fervice,  was  63,559!.  al¬ 
though  the  lafi  eight  years  of  the 
late  King,  included  the  greatefi 
part  of  the  late  glorious  war,  when 
the  demands  for  that  fervice  mu  ft 
have  been  great  and  neceffa ry,  and 
events  Efficiently  told,  that  the 
expenditure  was  applied  topurpofes 
truly  national. 

Thus,  faid  they,  the  excefs, 
under  thefe  three  fufpicious  articles 
only,  does  not  fall  greatly  fhort  of 
one  half  of  the  prefent  incurred 
debt ;  and  if  to  this  was  added  the 
excefs  in  others,  and  the  amount 
of  the  wanton  or  unnecefiary  ex¬ 
penditure  (which  can  be  gathered 
even  from  a  view  of  the  prefent 
mutilated  accounts)  in  feveral,  the 
whole  would  considerably  exceed 
the  demand  now  made  upon  the 
public.  And  though  the  correc¬ 
tion  of  these  exorbitances  could 
not  dikharge  the  prefent  incum¬ 
brance,  it  would  render  the  pro- 
pofed  augmentation  needlefs,  pre¬ 
vent  the  crown  from  falling  into 
iiroilar  diftrefles,  and  a  people 
from  being  furtheh  fpoiled,  who 
are  already  groaning  under  the 
heavieft  burthens. 

It  was  obferved,  that  the  large 
fums  .of  171,000b  and  1 14,000b 
were  charged  in  two  lines  for  fe¬ 
cret 
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cret  fervice,  under  the  difpofal  of 
two  Secretaries  of  the  Treafury. 
7'he  ifluing  of  fnch  fums  through 
fuch  hands,  without  any  fpecific 
fervice  aligned,  was  repreiented 
as  carrying  a  very  myfterious  and 
dangerous  afpeft.  That  money, 
without  dint,  or  public  account, 
fhould  be  encrulUd  to  the  Secreta¬ 
ries  of  State  for  the  purpofe  of  fo¬ 
reign  intelligence,  was  allowed  to 
be  right  and  neceffary  ;  but  that 
the  officers  of  the  treaiury,  who 
can  have  no  public  connection  be¬ 
yond  their-  own  office,  much  lefs 
any  intercourie  with  foreign  dates, 
N  fhould  be  the  agents  for  difpofing 
of  the  public  money  in  fecret  fer¬ 
vice,  was  faid  to  be  a  matter  of  the 
mod  alarming  nature,  and  which 
Carried  that  fort  of  internal  evi¬ 
dence  along  with  it,  that  put  an 
end  at  once  to  all  doubts  as  to  de- 
lign  or  application. 

The  expenditure  changed  under 
the  refpeftive  heads  of  the  cofferers 
office,  the  board  of  works,  arid 
that  of  foreign  Miniders,  w-as  faid 
to  be  fo  enormous,  as  to  exceed  all 
limits  of  propriety  and  reafon.  It 
might  well  be  fuppofed,  from  fee¬ 
ing  that  above  80,006 1.  was  ap¬ 
plied  yearly  to  the  latter  fervice, 
that  vve  were  realizing  the  wretched 

O 

policy  recommended  by  fames  the 
Firft,  of  maintaining  an  army  of 
ambafTadors.  Yet,  with  this  vad 
diplomatique  expence,  and  the 
prodigious  fums  allotted  to  fecret 
fervice,  will  the  Miniders  venture 
to  boad  of  the  cultivation  or  fup- 
port  of  our  foreign  intereds  ?  will 
they  point  out  the  cotnmerbial  be¬ 
nefits  we  have  obtained,  and  the 
political  fecurity  and  drength  we 
have  derived  from  late  treaties  ?  or 
does  the  profperous  date  of  our 
affairs,  the  refpeft  with  \;hich  vye 


are  treated  by  the  other  powers  of 
Europe,  and  the  fuccefs  attending 
our  public  meafures,  proclaim  the 
wifdom  of  our  negociations,  and 
the  excellency  of  our  intelligence. 

Above  half  a 'million,  they  ob- 
ferved,  was  dated  under  the  head 
of  the  board  of  works,  without  a 
fmgle  item  to  iliew,  to  whom,  or 
to  what  purpofe  it  was  difpofed  ; 
or  on  what  palace,  houfe,  park, 
garden,  or  royal  work  of  any  kind, 
the  money  had  been  expended. 
Thefe  were  matters,  they  faid, 
which  demanded  the  utmod  at¬ 
tention  and  drifted  invedigation 
of  parliament.  They  were  the 
conditutional  checks,  to  redrain 
the  wanton  profufion,  or  the  de- 
figned  application  of  the  public 
treafure  to  dangerous  purpofes,  by 
miniders.  They  were  entruded  by 
the  people  with  the  public  difpofal 
of  their  property,  and  they  were 
bound  by  every  idea  of  duty  and 
judice  to  prevent  its  being  fquan- 
dered  ;  but  dill  more,  to  prevent 
its  being  employed  againd  their 
deared  intereds. 

On  the  other  fide,  the  Miniders 
and  official  members,  attributed 
the  defectivenefs  imputed  to  the 
accounts,  to  the  conduft  of  their 
predeceflors  in  office,  who  had  car¬ 
ried  away,  from  their  refpeftive 
departments,  thofe  papers  and  do¬ 
cuments,  which  would  have  been 
neceffary  to  afford  that  unufual  de¬ 
gree  of  fpecidcation  and  accuracy, 
which  were  now  demanded.  They 
faid,  that  the  treafury  had  done 
every  thing  in  their  power  to  re¬ 
medy  that  deficiency ;  they  had 
fpared  no  pains,  by  examining  and 
comparing  the  warrants  with  the 
books,  to  give  every  fatisfaftion 
in  their  power  to  parliament.  Such 
vouchers  as  could  be  found  they 
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produced ;  they  were  not  to  he 
blamed  for  thofe  which  were  re¬ 
moved,  loll,  or  miflaid  ;  if  the 
manner  in  which  the  accounts  were 
kept,  or  the  nature  of  the  expen¬ 
diture,  rendered  them  obfcure  and 
perplexed,  it  was  no  fault  in 
them.  They  {hewed  regularly  the 
fums  which  the^  had  iffued,  and 
the  departments  *  by  which  they 
were  drawn  ;  that  was  all  that  lay 
with  them,  and  they  had  no  en¬ 
quiry  to  make  into  their  difpofal, 
or  fpecific  application.  Thus, 
faid  they,  all  the  charges  of  with¬ 
holding  explanations  and  vouchers, 
of  fabricating  defe&ive,  or  pre¬ 
facing  mutilated  accounts,  for  the 
purpofe  of  peplexing  or  deceiving 
parliament,  fail  entirely  to  the 
ground. 

But  it  was  further  contended, 
that  far  from  treating  parliament 
with  contempt,  or  from  any  defign 
of  mi  (leading  them  or  keeping 
them  in  ignorance,  they  had  ex¬ 
ceeded  their  predeceltbrs  in  exadt- 
nefs  and  detail.  That  no  ac¬ 
counts  at  all,  or  at  molt  only  fuch 
grofs  and  loofe  ells  mates,  as  it  was 
now  become  the  fafnion  fo  much 
to  cenfure,  had  been  laid  before 
parliament  upon  former  fimilar  ap¬ 
plications  from  the  crown.  Such 
they  faid  was  the  cafe  in  the  year 
1710,  under  the  reign  of  Queen 
Anne  ;  in  that  of  George  theFirft, 
when  two  fuch  applications,  were 
made  |  at  the  acceilion  of  the  late 
King,  when  the  annual  augmenta¬ 
tion  of  100,000  h  was  made  to  the 
civil  iill  revenue  ;  in  the  year 
11747,  under  the  fame  reign,  when 
parliament  granted  450,000!.  to 
difcharge  that  Monarch’s  debts ; 
and  fuch,  they  obferved  finally,  was 
tfie  cafe  in  the  year  1760,  upon  the 


former  application  to  parliament 
by  his  prefent  majefty. 

It  was  alfoxontended,  (but  more 
particularly,  and  much  more  Itre- 
nuoufly  infilled  on  in  the  H  mfe  of 
Lord?)  that  the  crown  had  a  jail 
and  equitable  claim  to  -the  provi¬ 
sion  now  demanded,  in  confluence 
of  that  moil  generous  and  liberal 
a  cl  of  his  Majeity  in  the  beginning 
of  his  reign,  when  from  a  truly 
paternal  feeling  for  the  burdens  of 
his  people,  and  a  moll  princely  de- 
fire  of  contributing  to  their  eafe, 
he  furrendered  the  civil  lilt  revenue 
of  the  former  reipn,  which  was 
fully  competent  to  all  the  expences 
of  his  houfehold  and  civil  govern¬ 
ment,  and  accepted  of  the  prefent 
income,  which,  without  any  ex¬ 
perience  to  decide  upon,  it  was 
then  hoped,  would  have  been  fuf- 
ficient  for  thofe  purpofes. 

They  faid,  that  thofe  revenues 
during  the.  lixteen  years  of  the  pre¬ 
fent  reign,  had  exceeded  the 
amount  of  the  actual  royal  income, 
by  considerably  more  than  two  mil¬ 
lions,  and  about  doubled  the  aggre¬ 
gate  of  the  furn  granted  by  parlia¬ 
ment  in  the  year  1769,  and  that 
demanded  for  the  difcharge  of  the 
prefent  debt.  From  thefe  premifes 
they  contended,  that  the  difcharge 
of  the  prefent  incumbrances,  as 
well  as  the  future  augmentation, 
were  evidently  matters  of  right  and 
juftice,  though  applied  for,  and 
wifhed  to  be  received,  as  favours  ; 
and  that  in  fuch  circumllances,  the 
fcrutinizing  of  accounts,  and  en¬ 
tering  into  minute  enquiries,  was 
equally  abfurd  and  petulant.  All 
that  was  neceffary  to  be  known, 
was  the  amount  of  the  expenditure, 
and  of  its  excefs  beyond  the  Hand¬ 
ing  revenue  ;  the  deficiency  in  the 

latter 
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latter  muft  be  provided  tor,  as  a 
matter  of  courfe,  of  rreceffity,  and 
cf  right.  Royal  beneiicer.ce  had 
induced  an  evperiment  in  favour 
of  the  public;  upon  long  experi¬ 
ence  and  repeated  trial  it  is  found 
incapable  of  its  object ;  was  the 
goodnefs  of  the  Sovereign,  and 
his  tendernefs  to  his  people,  to 
operate  to  his  perfonal  lofs  ?  and 
his  well  intended,  though  ineffec¬ 
tual  attempts,  to  reftrain  his  ex- 
pences  within  certain  limits  of  his 
own  affigning,  to  be  given  as  rea- 
fons  why  he  fhould  abide  by  that 
determination,  however  impracti¬ 
cable  it  was  found  in  the  execu¬ 
tion  ? 

As  this  doCtrine  of  right,  was 
not  fo  much  infilled  upon  in  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  at  lead  not  by 
the  Minilter,  other  arguments  were 
ufed  in  fupport  cf  the  prefent  ap¬ 
plication  under  both  its  heads.  It 
was  afferted,  that  the  greateft 
practicable  frugality  and  (economy 
prevailed  in  the  feveral  court  de¬ 
partments  ;  but  that  the  revenue 
was  really  and  truly  infufficient 
for  its  afligned  purpofes.  It  was 
impoffible,  theyfaid,  nor  would  it 
be  fitting  if  otherwife,  to  reftrain 
the  expences  of  a  great  Sovereign, 
and  thofe  in  the  numerous  depart¬ 
ments  of  the  houfehold  and  civil 
government,  within  the  limits  of 
an  exaCt  and  ftriCl  csconomy.  A 
certain  degree  of  profufion  muft 
prevail  in  feveral  inftances,  and 
would  ftill  continue  to  do  fo,  in 
defiance  of  all  attempts  to  the  con¬ 
trary.  Cuftom  had  given  a  fanc- 
tion  to  extraordinary  expences  in 
courts,  and  was  too  firmly  rivetted 
by  time  to  be  broke  in  upon  with¬ 
out  much  difficulty.  They  were 
among  the  confequences  of  high 
rapje,  and  the  appendages  of  roy - 
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alty  ;  the  p'.rfimony,  which  would 
be  highly  commendable  in  a  pri¬ 
vate  gentleman,  would  become 
meanneis  in  a  Monarch  ;  fome- 
thing  muft  be  lacrificed  to  opinion 
in  many  cales ;  and  a  certain  mag¬ 
nificence  of  expence,  was  as  ne- 
ceffary  to  difplay  the  grandeur  of 
a  great  nation,  as  to  fupport  the 
luftre  of  the  crown. 

They  obferved  the  prodigious 
rife  in  all  the  neceflaries  of  life, 
and  increafe  in  every  article  of 
expence  and  mode  of  living,  which 
had  taken  place  during  the  laft 
fifty  years,  being  the  period  fince 
certain  funds  were  afligned  to  the 
fupport  of  the  civil  lift  eftablifh- 
ment,  which  were  intended,  at 
leaft,  to  produce  800,000  1.  a-year 
revenue.  This  rife  in  the  value  of 
things  and  increafe  of  expence, 
they  faid,  proceeded  from  the 
great  influx  of  money,  the  exten- 
fion  of  commerce,  and  the  confe- 
quent  increafe  of  wealth,  which  had 
taken  place  in  that  period.  Though 
this  rife  was  fenfibly  felt  by  the 
nobility  and  gentry  in  their  private 
ceconomy,  they  were  however  ge¬ 
nerally  indemnified  by  a  propor¬ 
tional  increafe  in  the  rents  of  their 
eftates.  Was  then  the  Sovereio-n 

O.  * 

to  be  the  only  gentleman  in  his 
dominions,  who  was  to  be  embar- 
rafled  and  diftrefled  in  his  private 
affairs  by  this  change  of  circum- 
ftances  ?  and  inftead  of  benefiting 
by  their  profperity,  was  he  to  ex¬ 
perience  the  lingular  fituation,  of 
being  impoverifhed  in  an  inverfe 
proportion  to  the  general  affluence 
and  incr'eafed  wealth  of  his  people  ? 

The  happy  and  numerous  in¬ 
creafe  jof  the  royal  family,  was  alfo 
dwelt  upon.  However  great  the 
fatisfa&ion  derived  from  this  cir- 
cumftance,  it  muft  naturally  and 

inevitably 
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inevitably  be  productive  of  great 
additional  expence.  Other  occa¬ 
sional,  or  extraordinary  expences 
were  alfo  mentioned.  The  re¬ 
venues  of  the  crown  held  been  coo- 
fiderabfy  diminished  in  confequence 
of  the  public  calamities.  By  thefe 
the  American  quit  rents,  at  lead 
for  the  prefen t,  were  loft.  And 
by  judgments  of  the  courts  of  law, 
the  four  and  half  per  cent.  Weft 
India  revenue  was  greatly  leffened. 
A  great  clamour  was  made  about 
theincreafeof  petitions,  and  they  are 
talked  of  in  grofs  as  means  of  cor¬ 
ruption — -vaguely  and  idly.  What ! 
would  they  cut  off  the  rewards  for 
officers  of  the  law,  to  whom  age, 
and  con  dilutions  worn  down  by 
the  toils  of  adminiftering  j udice, 
had  rendered:  an  honourable  repofe 
as  neceffary  as  it  was  equitable. 
Muft  min  liters  at  foreign  courts, 
who  had  fpent  their  youth,  and 
certainly  not  increaied  their  for¬ 
tunes  in  that  fervice,  retire  to  fpend 
their  lad  years  in  difeontent  and 
mifery  ? 

They  contended,  that  the  late 
King’s  revenue,  including  the 
450,000!.  which  had  been  granted 
for  the  difeharge  of  his  debts  in 
the  year  1747,  exceeded  the  average 
income  of  his  prefent  Majefty  fince 
his  acceffion,  even  taking  into  the 
account  the  half  million  which 
had  been  given  by  parliament  in 
I769.  And  they  infilled,  that  if 
proper  allowance  was  made  for 
the  increafe  in  value  of  the  ne- 
ceffaries  and  luxuries  of  life,  it 
would  be  found,  that  900,000!. 
a.  year,  at  prefent,  was  not  worth 
ifo  much,  that  is,  would  not  pur- 
chafe  io  much  of  thofe  commo¬ 
dities,  as  800, ooo-l.  would  have 
done,  in  the  early,  or  even  middle 


part  of  the  reign  of  George  the 
Second. 

They  alfo  infilled,  that  neither 
the  difeharge  of  the  prefent  debt, 
nor  a  grant  of  the  pfopofed  aug¬ 
mentation,  would  be  any  lofs  10 
the  public,  as  the  excels  of  the 
hereditary  revenue,  which  had  been 
relinquished  by  his  Majefty,  would 
be  fully  equivalent  to  both.  But 
that  even  without  refting  upon 
that  foundation,  fufficient  furely 
though  it  was,  the  conftant  practice 
of  near  70  years,  would  have 
afforded  an  unquefti-onable  fanCtion 
to  the  application  for  the  payment 
of  the  prelent  debt.  Parliament, 
without  any  fuch  claim  upon  it, 
had  at  different  periods,  which 
were  ail  thole  that  it  \yas  applied 
to,  from  the  year  17,10  to  the 
prefent  time,  regularly  difeharged 
the  incumbrances  of  the  crown. 
Nor  were  any  of  thofe  applications 
productive  of  that  contumely  and 
reproach  upon  mini  iters,  nor  thofe 
illiberal  charges  of  prodigality  upon 
the  crown,  by  winch  the  prefent 
was  fo  particularly  diftinguifhed. 

The  repeated  charges  from  dif¬ 
ferent  quarters,  of  an  undue  and 
dangerous  influence  obtained  to  the 
crown,  by  the  application  of  the 
revenue  to  the  creation  of  Handing 
majorities,  were  laid  to  be  equally 
unjuft,  illiberal,  and  fubverfive  in 
their  tendency,  of  all  parliamen¬ 
tary  freedom  of  enquiry  and  aCtion . 
If  fuch  a,  doctrine  was  admitted, 
it  would  cut  up  by  the  roots  every 
pretenfion  to  a  conduct  founded 
upon  opinion  or  principle.  There 
could  be  no  reafon  given,  why 
majorities  fhould  be  lefs  actuated 
upon  by  thefe  motives  than  mino¬ 
rities.  It  was  more  juiV  in  iaCt, 
reafonable  in  argument,  and  candid 
..A  in 
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in  fentiment, 
aCted  upon  principle, 
a  molt  unfair,  as  well  as  unfounded 
inference,  to  fuppole  that  a  diffe¬ 
rence  of  opinion,  muff  neceflarily 
proceed  from  improper  and  un¬ 
worthy  motives.  To  luppofe  that 
fuch  motives  were  exclufively  and 
neceffarily  appropriated  to  the 
greater  number,  would  be  too 
ridiculous^ 

The  invariable  conffancy  and 
greatnefs  of  majorities  upon  the 
fide  of  govern ment,  were  account¬ 
ed  for  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords  upon 
other  grounds.  They  were  in  part 
attributed,  to  the  evidently  wife 
meafures,  and  uniform  propriety 
and  re 61  i trade  of  conduct,  which 
had  firmly  united  the  wife,  the 
d  i  fin  ter  effcd,  the  opulent,  the  vir¬ 
tuous,  and  even  the  bulk  or  tne 
nation,  in  lupport  of  the  prefent 
Minifters.  A  fupport  as  unpre¬ 
cedented  as  it  was  merited  ;  and 
which  was  principally  afforded  in 
parliament  by  the  landed  intereft 
of  the  nation  ;  by  the  great  body 
of  country  gentlemen  ;  who  were 
too  numerous  and  independent  to 
admit  the  pofiVoility  of  influence  ; 
too  deeply  intereffed  in  the  event, 
not  to  pay  a  Uriel  attention  to  the 
conduft  of  public  affairs  ;  and  too 
well  verfed  in  the  real  interefts  or 
their  country,  to  approve  of  any 
meafures  that  were  not  foundea  on 
right  policy  and  wifdom.  Such 
a  fupport  was  the  un  rival  led  honour, 
and  the  peculiar  diftinClion  of  the 
prefent  adminiffration.  But  a  no¬ 
ble  Lord  high  in  office  went  full 
farther,  and  with  an  af  peri ty  of  lan¬ 
guage,  not  frequent  in  that  Home, 
attributed  them  equally  to  the  un¬ 
popularity  excited  by  the  deteft- 
able,  unconftitutional,  and  dan¬ 
gerous  condudl,  of  what  was  com- 
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monly  called  in  this  country  the 
opposition.  He  firmly  believed, 
that  the  majority  in  both  Houfes 
had  been  increafed  by  that  con¬ 
duct  ;  and  that  it  had  been  as  in- 
ftrurnental  in  rendering  the  prefent 
Adminifffation  popular,  as  even 
the  wifdom  and  reClitude  of  their 
meafures. 

On  the  other  fide,  the  idea  of 
confidering  the  duties  appropriated 
by  parliament  to  the  fupport  of 
the  civil  lift  eftabliffiment,  as  an 
hereditary  property,  and  the  re¬ 
venue  of  the  crown  as  the  entailed 
eftate  oF  a  private  gentleman,  was 
laughed  at  by  the  oppofition. 
Thofe  duties,  they  faid,  belonged 
at  no  time  to  the  crown  ;  they 
were  always  under  the  difpofition 
of  parliament.  Even  in  the  reign 
of  King  William,  and  when  they 
had  been  newly  appropriated  to 
the  civil  lift  eftabliffiment,  not- 
withftanding  the  fingular  obliga¬ 
tions  the  nation  was  under  to 
that  prince,  parliament  withdrew 
4000].  a  week  of  thofe  duties, 
and  applied  it  to  other  fervices. 
The  grant  of  the  forfeited  eftates, 
which  had  compofed  a  part  of  the 
royal  revenue,  was  refumed  In  the 
reign  of  Qjaeen  Anne,  and  with, 
a  charge  of  700  1.  a  week  upon  the 
poft-office,  and  other  charges  upon 
other  branches  of  the  civil  lift  fund, 
were  applied  to  the  fupport  of  the 
war,  and  to  other  public  exigencies* 

The  tranfaClions  between  the  late 
king  and  parliament,  they  faid, 
were  fo  clear  and  conclufive,  as  not 
to  admit  a  fhadovv  of  doubt  upon 
any  part  of  the  queftion.  A  grant 
of  800,000  1.  a  year  was  made  to 
the  crown  for  the  life  of  George 
the  Second.  Certain  duties  v/ere 
appropriated  to  the  payment  of 
that  income;  and  parliament,  by 
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the  fame  a&,  bound  itfelf  to  make 
good  any  deficiency  in  the  ap¬ 
pointed  revenue,  which  might  pro¬ 
ceed  from  a  failure  of  the  duties. 
Nothing  could  be  more  explicit. 
The  revenue  was  certain,  parlia¬ 
ment  was  anfwerable  for  the  Suffi¬ 
ciency  of  the  funds,  and  the  crown 
could  have  no  claim  on  any  excefs 
of  their  produce. 

The  confequence  of  that  agree¬ 
ment  was  the  cleared  comment  on 
it,  and  fully  edablifhes  the  original 
intention  of  both  parties,  as  well 
as  the  manner  in  which  it  conti¬ 
nued  to  be  underftood  by  the,m. 
The  king  was  twenty  years  upon 
the  throne  before  he  made  any  ap¬ 
plication  to  parliament;  and  when 
he  did  come,  it  was  only  to  require 
them  to  fulfil  their  own  engage¬ 
ment.  The  appropriated  duties  du¬ 
ring  that  time  had  fallen  450,000  1. 
fhort  of  the  amount  of  the  ap¬ 
pointed  revenue,  and  he  only  re¬ 
quired  them  to  fupply  that  defi¬ 
ciency.  The  crown  owed  at  that 
very  time  200,000  k  more  than  the 
amount  of  the  deficiency  which  it 
demanded  ;  and  though  the  extra¬ 
ordinary  expences  consequent  of 
the  preceding  rebellion,  might  well 
feem  tohavejudified  an  application 
for  thedifehargeof  an  incumbrance 
contracted  in  a  national  caufe,  yet 
George  the  Second  thought  and 
a&ed  other  wife,  and  would  claim 
nothing  beyond  his  fiipulated  in¬ 
come.  By  his  wife  and  honefi 
cecononi)',  that  debt  was  not  oniy 
difeharged  in  the  fucceeding  thir¬ 
teen  years  of  his  reign,  but,  be- 
fides  leaving  a  large  fum  in  his 
exchequer,  he  expended  above 
million  of  his  private  fortune  in 
the  defence  of  his  foreign  domi¬ 
nions,  although  they  were  involved 


and  ruined  in  a  war  entirely 
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The  conclufion  of  his  reign 
afforded  another  in  fia  nce  equally 
fatisfa&ory  and  conclufive  as  the 
former,  with  refpehl  to  another 
part  of  the  queftion,  the  difpofal 
of  any  furplus  which  might  arile 
upon  the  general  fund  of  appro¬ 
priated  duties.  By  the  increafe  of 
feveral  branches  of  that  fund,  in- 
fiead  of  the  former  general  defi¬ 
ciency,  the  adlual  produce,  from 
the  year  1 747  downwards,  exceeded 
the  fiipulated  income,  to  the  ave¬ 
rage  amount  of  about  8000 1.  a 
year.  All  this  furplus  was  fairly 
brought  to  account  at  the  demife 
of  the  late  king,  and  the  whole 
fum,  amounting  to  115,000k  paid 
over  as  one  or  the  fir  ft  aids  to  his 
prefent  majeFcy. 

It  was  therefore,  they  faid,  to 
the  lafi  degree  abfurd,  prepofierous, 
and  fallacious,  to  deferibe  the  ap¬ 
propriated  duties,  in  any  degree,  as 
being  virtually  an  hereditary  reve¬ 
nue,  "or  to  reprefent  the  agreement 
entered  into  by  his  prefent  Majefiy 
with  the  public,  as  any  a£t  of  con- 
ccffion  in  him.  He  relinquifiied 
nothing  ;  he  gained  nothing  by 
that  agreement.  The  only  diffe¬ 
rence  it  made  was  a  matter  of  con¬ 
venience  to  himfelf.  He  was  now 
to  be  paid  in  fpecie.  without  dif-. 
count,  rifque,  trouble,  or  lofs ; 
whereas  the  payment  of  fome  of 
the  duties  had  been  frequently  held 
back  for  feveral  years.  Nobody 
would  pretend  to  make  it  a  doubt, 
that  the  minifiers  of  that  time, 
under  all  the  peculiar  circum- 
ftance  of  glory  and  affe&ion  which 
fo  happily  diftinguifiied  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  the  prefent  reign, 
would  advife  his  majefiy,  in  an 

appli- 
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application  to  a  parliament  and 
people  who  could  refafe  him  no¬ 
thing,  to  demand  fucn  an  income 
as  would  be  fully  adequate  to  the 
maintenance  and  fupport  of  the 
crown  with  dignity  and  fplendour. 
It  mud  have  been  then  in  the 
King’s  contemplation  to  marry ; 
and  he  mud  himfelf,  as  well  as  his 
Miniders,  of  courfe  look  forward 
to  the  expences  confequent  to  luch 
a  date,  attended  with  the  probabi¬ 
lity  of  a  numerous  iiTue. 

This  was  unquedionably  done, 
and  all  thefe  contingencies  were 
then  fuppofed,  on  all  ddes,  to  be 
amply  provided  for  in  the  bounty 
granted  by  parliament.  The  pro¬ 
posal  not  only  originated  from  the 
throne,  but  the  acceptance  of  it  by 
parliament  was  acknowledged  with 
gratitude.  Parliament  granted  all 
the  Sovereign  afked,  and  made  the 
grant  in  the  very  mode  propofed  by 
Mr.  Legge,  who  was  then  Chan¬ 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer  ;  and  who 
then,  in  the  King’s  name,  gave  the 
mod  explicitaffurances  that  no  more 
fhould  be  afked.  The  civil  lilt  aft 
exprefly  declares  in  the  preamble, 
that  8oo,oool.  was  a  certain  com¬ 
petent  revenue  for  defraying  the 
expences  of  his  Majedy’s  civil 
government,  and  fupporting  the 
dignity  of  the  crown  of  Great 
Britain.  Our  journals  record,  faid 
they,  and  many  now  prefent  re¬ 
member,  the  grateful  fenfe  cx- 
preffed  upon  that  occadon  on  the 
fide  of  the  crown.  The  miniders 
officially  declared  his  Majedy’s 
entire  fatisfaftion  in  our  conduft  ; 
and  the  happinefs  he  felt,  in  being 
thusdelivered  from  tiie  dilagreeable 
neceffity  of  applying,  like  his  pre- 
decefiors,  to  parliament,  to  make 
good  the  deficiencies  of  the  civil 
lid.  And  in  the  fpeech  at  the 
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clofe  of  that  feffion,  thei  Sovereign 
gracioully  told  the  commons,  that 
he  ‘  could  not  fufficiently  thank 
them  ;’  and  that  he  *  thought  him¬ 
felf  much  obliged  to  them,  for 
what  more  immediately  concerned 

himfelf.’ 

* 

But  they  infided,  that  if  his 
Majedy  even  had  the  original  op¬ 
tion,  which  was  now  pretended,  it 
could  extend  no  farther  than  the 
fird  choice.  The  agreement  was 
folemn  and  fpecidc,  and  could  not 
afterwards  be  receded  from.  It 
was  a  fair  compaft  of  finance  be¬ 
tween  the  King  and  the  fuhjeft, 
ratified  by  both  parties.  If  he 
had  no  fpecific  or  rightful  claim  on 
the  appropriated  duties,  he  of  courfe 
lod  nothing  ;  if  he  had,  and  made 
a  fair,  equitable  agreement,  he  is 
manifedly  bound  by  it.  In  either 
event,  therefore,  the  arguments 
now  ufed  mud  fall  to  the  ground 
as  totally  idle  and  unfounded. 
The  bare  propofal  which  thefe  ar¬ 
guments  were  brought  to  fupport^ 
implied  a  direft  violation  of  public 
faith,  for  which  the  miniders  who 
advifed,  and  who  made  it,  deferved 
the  fevered  reprehenfion. 

The  arguments  founded,  and  the 
right  claimed,  from  the  fuppofed 
praftife  of  parliament,  in  con- 
dan  tly  difcharging,  without  ac¬ 
count  or  enquiry,  the  incumbrances 
of  the  crown,  upon  former  appli¬ 
cations,  were  faid  to  be  equally 
unfounded,  and  to  have  been  over¬ 
thrown  by  faffs  already  dated. 
Queen  Anne  generoufly  bedowed 
100,000!.  annually  of  her  private 
revenue,  to  the  fupport  of  a  mod 
exten five,  dangerous, and  important 
war;  and  fhe  expended  vad  luma 
of  money  upon  a  public  objeft,  ia 
the  ereftion  of  Blenheim  palace. 
Her  claim  upon  the  public  was 

[F]  2  *  not. 
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not,  however,  founded  upon  her 
generofity,  munificence,  or  prodi¬ 
gality.  Parliament,  in  the  ne- 
cefiity  of  the  public  exigencies,  had 
broken  in  confiderably  upon  feveral 
branches  of  the  civil  lift  revenue, 
which  were  diverted  from  their 
proper  channel,  to  anfwer  the  im¬ 
mediate  and  urgent  demands  of 
the  war.  This  fubftradlion  of  her 
revenue  muft  of  courfe  afteft  her 
private  oeconomy,  and  occafioned 
her  incurring  debts,  for  the  dis¬ 
charge  of  which  fhe  had  an  equi¬ 
table  and  legal  claim  upon  the 
public.  When  the  fum  required 
was  under  the  amount  of  the  fair 
demand,  which  might  have  been 
legally  made  by  a  common  cre¬ 
ditor,  is  it  to  be  wondered  at  that 
fhe  was  not  prefted  to  (hew  how 
the  debt  was  incurred  ? 

George  the  Second  did  not  apply 
to  parliament  for  any  benevolence; 
he  required  no  increafe  of  his  re¬ 
venue  ;  he  did  not  defire  to  have 
his  debts  paid,  merely  becaufe  he 
was  in  debt;  he  only  demanded 
the  payment  of  money  to  which  he 
was  legally  entitled  ;  a  part  of  his 
revenue  which,  the  nation  was 
bound  to  make  good  by  an  adl  of 
parliament.  The  making  of  inch 
a  demand  could  afford  no  motive 
or  reafon,  for  his  laying  any  ftate- 
menc  of  his  affairs  before  par¬ 
liament,  nor  for  their  enquiring 
into  the.  amount  or  nature  of  his 
debts  or  expences.  All  that  was 
neceffary  was  done,  vvnich  was  to 
lay  before  the  Houfe  the  documents 
requisite  to  afcertain  the  deficiency 
on  the  civil  lift  duties  ;  that  is, 
how  far  they  fell  fhort  of  the  re¬ 
venue  which  was  fettled  upon  him 
by  the  nation. 

Eut,  quitting  enquiries  into  paft 
tran factions,  and  deductions  drawn 


from  them,  it  was  ftrongly  con-* 
tended  by  feveral  members  of  both 
Houfes,  that  the  revenues  of  the 
crown  were  not  only  fully  fufficient 
for  all  rational  purpofes  of  dignity 
and  magnificence,  but  that  they  al¬ 
ready  far  exceeded  thofe  boundaries, 
which  were  confident  with  the  na¬ 
ture  of  a  limited  government,  and 
with  the  fafety  of  this  free  ccnilitu- 
tion.  They  faid,  that  if  the  reve¬ 
nues  proceeding  from  W ales,  Corn¬ 
wall,  the  duchy  of  Lancafter,  Ire¬ 
land,  Weft  India  Iffands,  American 
quit-rents,  and  other  fources  oflefs 
note  or  importance,  were  brought 
into  account,  and  added  to  the  civil 
lift  eft'ablifhment,  it  would  be  found 
that  the  crown  had  for  feveral  years 
poffefted  an  annual  income,  confi¬ 
derably  exceeding  a  million  fter- 
ling.  That  if  the  American  quit- 
rents  had  not  been  loft,  or  could 
again  be  recovered,  this  revenue, 
folely  in  the  crown,  independent 
of  account,  and  free  from  enquiry, 
would  in  a  few  years  increafe  is 
fuch  a  decree,  as  to  afford  a  greater 
fund  of  treasure  for  private  difpofa!, 
than  the  moil  powerful  and  arbi¬ 
trary  fovereigus  in  Chriftendom 
could  boaft  of.  That  though  the 
revenues  of  Hanover  and  the 
bifhoprick.  of  Ofnaburgh,  did  not 
come  within  the  cognizance  of 
parliament,  they  were,  however, 
to  be  confidered  as  objefils  of  atten¬ 
tion,  in  all  queftions  that  related 
to  the  excefilve  growing  power, 
and  dangerous  influence  of  the 
crown.  That  with  fuch  vaft  funds, 
in  its  poffeffion,  that  poverty, 
which  was  now  fo  ftrongly  urged, 
and  fo  grievoully  pleaded,  and 
which  was  indeed  too  fihamefully 
apparent  in  all  the  (Economy  of 
the  court,  inftead  of  anfwering  the 
purpofe  propofed  by  the  minifters 

in 
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in  their  reprefent3tions,  fhould 
have  a  very  different  effect,  and  in 
reality  afforded  room  for  reflections 
of  the  molt  ferious,  and  apprehen- 
fions  of  the  moll  alarming  nature, 
Tl?e  caufe  of  that  poverty  and 
diflrefs,  and  the  manner  in  which 
fo  immenfe  a  revenue  was  diffipated 
without  dignity  or  magnificence, 
were  furely  objects  of  the  utmoft 
importance,  and  which  required 
the  clofeft  enquiry,  and  claimed 
the  utmoft  confideration  of  par¬ 
liament. 

The  oppofition  concluded,  with 
reprefenting  it  as  a  matter  of  the 
greateft  impropriety  and  indecency, 
to  bring  in  fuch  a  demand,  in  fuch 
a  feafon  of  public  calamity  and 
danger.  They  faid,  that  nothing 
but  a  confidence  in  the  fervility, 
and  an  experience  in  the  carelefs- 
nefs  of  the  public  intereils,  which 
were  now  prevalent,  could  have  en¬ 
couraged  the  ministers  to  hazard  fo 
defperate  a  meafure.  They  have, 
faid  they,  plunged  us  in  a  fatal 
civil  war,  which  has  already  coft  the 
nation  twenty  millions  of  money  ; 
they  have  fevered  the  empire,  de- 
ftroyed  our  commerce,  funk  the 
revenue,  and  given  a  mortal  blow 
to  public  credit.  We  have  loft 
thirteen  flourifhing  and  growing 
provinces,  fome  of  which  were 
already,  in  point  of  importance, 
if  not  of  power,  nearly  equal  to 
ancient  kingdoms,  and  we  are 
now  engaged  in  a  deftrudlive  and 
hopelels  attempt,  to  recover  by 
force  what  our  folly  and  violence 
have  loft.  Is  this  then  a  feafon, 
when  we  fhall  be  under  a  neceffity 
of  taxing  every  gentleman’s  houfe 
in  England,  even  to  the  fmalleft 
domeltic  accommodation,  and  to 
accumulate  burden  upon  burden, 
on  a  people  already  finking  under 


their  load,  to  come  and  tell  us* 
that  we  had  not  hitherto  made  a 
provifton  for  the  crown  adequate 
to  its  grandeur,  and  that  we  muft 
now  find  new  funds  for  the  increafe 
of  its  fplendor  ?  Is  the  real  luftre 
which  it  has  unhappily  loft,  to  be 
fupplied  by  the  falle  glare  of  pro- 
fufion  ?  and  the  oftenfive  expences 
of  government,  to  encreafe  in  a 
due  proportion  to  its  poverty  and 
weaknefs  ?  It  will  be  a  new  dif- 
coverv  in  the  policy  of  nations, 
that  the  only  means  of  replacing 
the  lofs  of  half  an  empire,  is  by 
the  boundlefs  prodigality  of  the  re¬ 
mainder. 

As  to  the  afperfions  thrown  by 
minifters  on  the  minority,  and 
their  motives  to  opDofition,  they 
faid,  that  they  had  lly  to  appeal 
to  heaven  and  their  own  con- 
fciences  for  the  purity  of  their  in- 
tentiqns ;  bht  they  could  appeal  to 
the  prefent  ftate  of  things  for  the 
foundnefs  of  their  judgment  con¬ 
cerning  the  condudl  of  public 
affairs.  That  if  they  attributed 
the  majorities  in  parliament  to  the 
influence  of  the  crown,  they  only 
deduced  effecls  from  their  natural 
and  obvious  caufes.  What  other 
caufe,  faid  they,  can  be  afligned 
for  the  fupport  of  minifters,  whe¬ 
ther  the  prefent  plan  of  politicks  * 
be  wrong  or  right  ?  If  wrong,  they 
ought  not  to  be  fupported,  who 
advifed  an  improper  fcheme  of 
policy  ;  if  right,  they  ought  not  to 
be  fupported,  who  fhew  themfelves 
wholly  unable  to  conduct  meafures 
right  in  themfelves,  and  neceftary 
for  the  nation.  That  it  was  not 
true,  that  the  minifters  were  fup¬ 
ported  by  the  landed  intereft. 
The  greater  part  of  the  country 
reprefentatives  were  in  oppofition 
to  their  American  fchemes ;  and 
[iH  3  perhaps 
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perhaps  the  weight  of  the  pro 
perty,  not  connected  with  places 
and  emoluments  in  the  gift  of  the 
crown,  in  the  Houfe  of  Peers, 
would  be  found  in  the  fame  fcale, 
But  whatever  the  chara&er  and 
motives  of  the  majority  or  minority 
were,  it  was  evident  beyond  a 
doubt,  that  under  the  fupport  of 
the  former,  the  national  dignity, 
power,  and  dominion,  were  re¬ 
duced,  and  the  royal  fplendour 
tarnifhed,  whilft  every  expence  was 
infinitely  increafed.  It  is,  faid 
they,  from  fuch  undoubted  matters 
of  fad,  and  not  from  declamations 
or  invedives,  that,  the  publick  will, 
or  ought,  to  judge  of  the  motives 
of  thofe  who  fupport  or  oppofe 
the  prefent  fyflem. 

.  _  Upon  receiving  the 

1  *  report  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  from  the  committee  of 
fupply,  the  debate  was  renewed 
with  great  warmth,  and  a  com¬ 
mittee  of  enquiry  was  again  pro- 
pofed,-  and  ably  fupporred.  The 
q  util  ion  upon  the  fir  ft  refolution  of 
the  committee,  for  the  payment  of 
the  {landing  debt,  of  618,340!. 
was  carried  without  a  divifion. 
Upon  reading  the  fecond  refolu¬ 
tion  for  the  additional  grant  of 
100,000 1  a  year  to  the  royal  re¬ 
venue,  an  amendment  was  moved 
by  a  gentleman  in  oppofition,  that 
the  words  in  the  refolution  “  for 
the  better  fupport  of  his  Majefty’s 
houfhold,”  fhould  be  immediately 
followed  by  thefe,  “  and  for  the 
different  branches  of  the  royal 
family.” 

The  gentleman  defcribed  in  very 
pathetic  terms,  the  diftrefled  fit  na¬ 
tion,  in  point  of  circumflance,  of 
the  twp  Royal,  and  Brother  Dukes. 
The  one,  from  the  narrownefs  of 
his  income  unable  to  live  in  this 


country,  experiencing  all  the  efFeds 
of  a&ual  banifbment  ;  and  inflead 
of  commanding  the  refpedl  and  at¬ 
tention  due  to  his  rank  and  virtues, 
exhibiting  to  the  world  the  idea  of 
a  diftrefled  and  fugitive  prince  of 
England,  and  exciting  only  the 
compaffion  of  foreigners.  The 
fecond,  after  experiencing  the  fame 
difagreeable  fituation  abroad,  re¬ 
duced  to  live  within  the  limits  of 
an  (economy,  which  however  be¬ 
coming  his  neceffity,  and  fuited  to 
his  income,  is  equally  unworthy  of 
his  merit,  and  unfitting  for  the 
rank  which  he  holds  in  this 
country. 

The  amendment  was  feconded, 
but  it  being  reprefemed,  that  any 
amendment  made  to  a  report  was 
out  of  rule,  and  unparliamentary* 
no  debate  enfued,  and  it  was 
agreed  to  refer  thefubjedl  to  future 
confederation.  The  queftion  upon 
the  fecond  refolution  of  the  com¬ 
mittee,  being  put  about  midnight* 
was  carried  by  a  majority  of  231, 
to  109.  Though  the  numbers 
were  fewer  on  both  Tides,  lg  gen¬ 
tlemen  voted  again  ft  the  prefent 
queftion,  who  were  not  .included 
in  the  former  divifion. 

The  royal  meiTage  to  the  Houfe 
of  Lords  was  debated  on 'the*  16th 
of  April,  when  an  addrefs  of  con¬ 
currence  having  been  moved  by  the 
Earl  of  Derby,  and  feconded  by 
Lord  Onflow,  was  oppofed  by  the 
Marquis  of  Rock  ip  gh  am,  who 
moved  for  an  amendment  of  very 
confiderable  length,  being  an  ad¬ 
drefs  diredtly  counter  to  that  pre- 
pofed,  and  which  was  afterwards 
entered  without  addition  as  a 
proteft.  The  noble  Marquis  en¬ 
tered  very  diffufely,  and  with- 
great  knowledge  of  his  ground,  into 
the  fubjed*  and  ilated  fever al  of 

thofe 


HISTORY  OF  EUROPE.  [87 


thofe  arguments  and  fadls  which  we 
have  already  laid  down.  He  was 
oppofed  and  fupported  with  great 
eagernefs,  and  the  debates  were 
long,  various,  and  very  interefting. 

In  the  courfe  of  this  contention, 
the  Duke  of  Grafton  faid,  that 
his  regard  to  the  noble  Marquis, 
fhould  prevent  his  moving  the 
previous  queilion,  upon  both  the 
addrefs  and  the  amendment;  but 
he  conjured  their  lordfhips,  as 
the  beit  proof  of  their  loyalty 
and  affedhon  for  his  Majefty,  tnat 
they  would  confent  to  have  the 
original  motion  poftponed,  and 
agree  to  appoint  a  committee  to 
enquire  into  the  expenditure  ;  but 
more  particularly  to  enquire  what 
parts  would  befl  admit  ot  a  reduc¬ 
tion  ;  and  when  that  was  finally 
fettled,  proceed  to  a  vote  of  con¬ 
currence,  for  the  amount  ol  the  re¬ 
duced  eftimates. 

If  they  agreed  to  this  propo- 
fal,  he  offered  to  prove  to.  their 
fatisfadlion,  that  the  eflimate  fo 
eftabl ifhed ,  would  not  exceed  the 
prefent  revenue;  and  that  at  the 
fame  time,  it  fhould  not  bear 
upon  a  fingle  article,  which 
fhould  be  thought  by  thofe  who 
profelTed  themfelves  to  be  his 
warmed  friends,  to  adminjller  to 
his  Majefty ’s  eafe  or  iatisfadtion  ; 
or  that  was  neceflary  to  luftain 
with  fplendor  and  dignity,  his 
elevated  rank  and  fituation,  The 
noble  Duke  finally  pledged  him- 
felf  to  the  houfe,  that  if  they 
would  go  into  the  propofed  com¬ 
mittee,  he  would  demonilrate 
from  the  moft  clear,  authentic, 
and  inconteftible  documents,  that 
8oo,goo1.  a  year,  would  ardwer 
every  end  of  private  eafe,  Per~ 
fonal  dignity,  and  royal  fplen- 
dour ;  i#  a  word,  would  furnifh 


every  appendage  to  royalty,  ex¬ 
cepting  that  only  which  mini- 
flers  miftakenly  thought  neceftary, 
that  of  obtaining,  through  the 
means  of  corrupt  influence,  an 
unbounded  power  and  controul 
over  the  will  and  refolutions  of 
parliament. 

The  queftion  being  at  length 
put  upon  the  motion  of  amend¬ 
ment,  it  was  rejected  by  a  majo¬ 
rity  of  96  to  20  only.  A  fe- 
cond  divifton  took  place  upon 
the  Duke  of  Grafton’s  previous 
queftion,  which  was  alfo  reje&ed 
by  a  majority  of  90  to  26.  1  he 

main  queftion  on  the  addrefs  was 
then  put,  and  carried  on  a  divi¬ 
fton. 

The  reje&ed  amendment,  which 
was  entered  as  a  proteft,  infers 
the  neceftity  of  the  utmoft  ceco- 
nomy,  from  the  increafe  of  pub¬ 
lic  debt,  and  the  decreafe  of  the 
empire  ;  and  exprefles  artonifh- 
ment  and  indignation,  at  a  pro- 
fufton  in  miniilers,  which  the 
greateft  profperity  could  fcarcely 
excufe.  After  Hating  and  exa¬ 
mining  various  matters,  it  con¬ 
cludes  in  the  following  terms,  and 
was  ftgned  by  fourteen  Lords. 

“  With  regard  to  the  further 
increafe  of  your  Majefty’s  civil 
lift  revenues,  we  mull  decline  any 
concurrence  therein,  not  folely 
from  motives  of  ceconomy,  (tho* 
at  no  time  more  ftri&ly  requir¬ 
ed)  but  from  a  dread  alfo  of 
the  effect  of  fuch  an  augmenta¬ 
tion  on  the  honour  and  integrity 
of  parliament,  by  veiling  fuch 
large  fums  without  account  in 
the  hands  of  minifters.  When 
an  opinion  is  known  to  pravaii, 
and  which  we  have  no  means  of 
contradiaing,  that  your  Majefty’* 
civil  lift  revenues  are  employed 
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in  creating  an  undue  influence 
in  parliament,  it  would  be  ex¬ 
tremely  unbecoming  of  us  to 
vote,  without  manifeil  reafon, 
great  fums  of  money  out  of  the 
property  of  your  Majeftey’s  fub* 
jedts,  which  are  fuppofed  to  be 
applied  to  our  private  emolu¬ 
ment.  It  is  our  duty  to  attend 
to  the  reputation  of  parliament ; 
and  we  beg  leave  to  reprefen t 
to  your  Majefty,  that  a  farther 


increafe  of  the  overgrown  in¬ 
fluence  of  the  crown,  would  be 
a  treacherous  gift  from  parlia¬ 
ment  even  to  the  crown  itfelf,  as 
it  will  enable  the  minifters  to  carry 
on  thole  delufive  fyftems  which 
have  been  fatally  adopted,  and 
which,  if  purfued,  muff  lead  to, 
the  ruin,  as  they  have  already 
produced  the  diltradion,  of  this 
once  great  empire.” 


CHAP.  VI. 


Motion  by  the  minifter  for  the  payment  of  a  demand  made  by  the 
Landgrave  of  Heffe,  on  an  unliquidated  hofpital  account  of  the  lafl 
war.  Debates.  Motion  carried  in  the  committee  of  Jupply  upon  a  divifon . 
Debates  renewed  on  receiving  the  report,  Efueflion  carried  upon  a  divi- 
font  Motion  for  an  addrefs  to  the  throne  relative  to  the  Royal  Pro- 
then.  Previous  quejiion  tarried  on  a  divifon.  Debate  on  the  Speaker' s 
fpeech.  Mr.  Fox’ s  motion.  Motion  of  adjournment .  F'he  latter  with¬ 
drawn,  and  the  former  carried.  Vote  of  thanks  to  the  Speaker  for 
his  fpeech.  Revolution  at  Mafrafs.  Franf actions  previous  or  relative  to 

.  the  depofing  and  imprifonment  of  Lord  Pigot .  '1  ranjadi ions  in  Leadenhall- 

freet.  Refolutions  on  India,  affairs, moved  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  by  Go¬ 
vernor  J ohnf  one .  Debates.  I  he  refolutions  rejected  upon  a  divifon.  Earl  of 
Chatham’’ s  motion  for  an  addrefs  relative  to  a  reconcilation  with  America . 
Motion  repelled.  Speech  from  the  throne . 


May  7  th. 


Refolution  which 
was  moved  in  the 
committee  of  fupply  by  the  mi- 
siifler,  for  the  payment  of  above 
forty  thoufand  pounds  to  the  Land¬ 
grave  of  Hefl'e,  under  a  rejected, 
of  dormant  claim,  for  the  ex- 
pences  of  foreign  hofpitals.  in  the 
laft  war,  'was  productive  of  very 
warm  debates,  and  was  not  only 
vigoroufly  oppofed  by  •  the  oppo- 
fltion,  properly  fo  called,  but  it 
excited  an  unufual  degree  of  dif- 
fatis faction  among  fuch  of  the 
country  gentlemen  as  ftill  con¬ 
tinued  in  town,  which  was  ex¬ 
tended  even  to  fome  of  thofe 
wlio  had  been  molt  accuitomed 


to  go  with  the  court  In  all  quef- 
tions. 

It  was  objedled  to  the  .refolu¬ 
tion,  that  a  com  million  had  been 
appointed  and  carried  into  effedfc 
upon  the  late  peace,  for  the  foie 
purpofe  of  examining,  fettling,  and 
liquidating  the  German  claims. 
That  after  long  labour,  and  pain¬ 
ful  investigation,  thefe  were  found 
to  be  fo  Shamefully  exorbitant 
and  unjuft,  that  a  dilcount  of  60 
or  70  per  cent,  was  not  unufual, 
on  thofe  which  even  feerned  to 
be  the  faired  and  befl;  fupported. 
That  at  the  fame  time,  the  pre¬ 
sent  claim,  with  feveral  others 
of  the  fame  nature,  were  utterly 
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c?H  off  and  rejefted,  and  all  for 
the  fame  individual  caufe,  that 
they  were  in  the  whole,  and  in 
ev^ry  part,  totally  unfounded  and 
unjuli.  And  they  infilled,  that 
it  svas  a  thing-  unheard  of,  when 
any  claim  or  account  had  been 
once  fettled  and  liquidated,  more 
efpecially  under  the  legal  forma¬ 
lity  and  fanftion  of  a  particular 
and  public  com  million,  to  bring 
fuch  a  matter  again  forward,  un- 
lefs  it  was  ftipported  by  fome 
new  documents  or  proofs,  which 
the  claimant  mull  alfo  demon- 
ilrate,  not  to  have  been  originally 
within  his  reach  or  Tower. 

i 

The  miniflers  were  charp-ed,  in 
unqualified  terms,  with  a  fharn-e- 
ful  profuiion  of  the  public  money, 
and  with  the  mold  fcandalous 
meannefs,  in  fubmitting  in  every 
indance  to  the  infaiiate  rapacity 
of  the  German  princes.  Nor 
did  parliament  efcape  its  Ihare 
of  the  cenfure,  for,  what  was 
termed,  their  tame  acquiefcence 
in  every  propofal,  however  un- 
realonable  or  abfurd,  that  was 
laid  before  them,  and  their  grant¬ 
ing  the  property  of  the  people 
to  lupply  every  demand,  how¬ 
ever  unnecefiary,  extravagant,  or 
unjud.  This,  demand,  they  laid, 
could  be  confidered  in  no  other 
light  than  that  of  a  foreign  tri¬ 
bute,  exafted  from  us  in  the  mo¬ 
ment  of  our  diflrefs,  through  a 
full  conviction  of  our  di drafted 
fituation,  and  the  unhappy  ilate 
of  our  public  affairs.  The  na¬ 
tion  was  to  fubmit  to  every 
{hameful  impofition,  propofed,  or 
praftifed  upon  it  by  the  petty 
dates  of  Germany,  led  they  fhould 
withdraw  their  mercenaries  from 
the  fupport  of  our  fauil  miniderial 
civil  war,  before  they  had  put 
2  . 


the  lad  hand  to  the  ruin  or  ex¬ 
termination  of  the  Britifh  nation 
on  both  Tides  of  the  Atlantic. 

1  hey  alfo  arraigned  the  mini, 
der  for  furprizing  the  houfe  with 
fuch  a  demand,  and  bringing  in 
a  l.2  ter  of  lu^h  confeouence  at 
a  feafon,  when  he  knew  that  it 
was,;  and  mud  be,  very  thinly 
attended.  They  contended,  that 
if  this  demand,  after  deeping  for 
fourteen  years,  was  now  admited, 
it  would  rouze  all  Germany  into 
aftion,  in  the  framing  of  new, 
or  the  reviving  of  old  claims; 
and  that  they  fhould  never  pet 
quit  of'  the  German  chancery 
whilft  they  had  a  fhiJling  ]efc 
to  grant.  They  concluded  by 
lamenting  and  execrating  thofe 
fatal  meafures,  to  which  they  at¬ 
tributed  our  prefent  unhappy  fi_ 
tuation,  and  all  thofe  humiliating 
and  difgraceful  circumftances  in 
which  they  .  laid  we  were  in- 
volved. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  mini- 
der  acknowledged  the  Halenefs 
of  the  claim;  he  widied  the  de¬ 
mand  had  been  made  earlier” 
but  he  urged  the  length  of  its 
Handing  to  be  the  only  objeftion 
that  could  be  reafonably  made 
to  it.  He  infilled  that  the  ac¬ 
count  was  clearly  and  fairly 
Hated  ;  that  the  demand  was  juH  ; 
that  it  confequemly  ought  to  be 
paid  ;  and  that  length  of  time 
did  not  weaken  the  claim  in 
point  of  juHice  or  equity.  The 
good  faith,  the  credit,  the  juHice, 
and  honour  of  the  nation,  were 
all  faid  to  be  deeply  concerned 
in  the  exaft  obfervance  of  its 
contrafts  with  foreigners,  and  the 
punftual  difcharge  of  its  foreign 
debts.  Any  failure  in  thefe  ?e- 
fpefts  mult  b$  productive  of  the 

moll 


I 


9o]  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  17 77- 


moil  ruinods  confequences,  in  our 
future  connection  and  mtercourie 
with  foreign  Hates.  We  fhould 
fed  them  equally  in  the  affairs  of 
war  and  of  peace. 

It  was;  alfo  contended  on  the 
fame  fide,  that  this  claim  had 
never  been  rejeded  fcy  the  Ger¬ 
man  commifiioners,  as  had  been 
reprefented  in  the  deoate.  It 
had  been  only  poHponed,  they 
faid,  from  its  being  connected 
with  fome  other  matter,  which 
prevented  its  being  brought  with 
propriety,  immediately  within 
their  cognizance.  rl  hey  alfo  al¬ 
iened,  that  it  had  never  lain 
dormant,  and  conlequently  that 
.  it  was  not  an  old  claim  newly 
revived.  The  claim  was  never 
dropped  ;  on  the  contrary,  the 
demand  was  regularly  kept  up, 
according  to  the  ufual  official 
forms,  from  the  time  the  debt 
was  incurred,  though  from  va¬ 
rious  caules  and  delays,  payment 
had  hitherto  been  deferred.  They 
concluded  by  declaring,  that  it 
was  not  brought  bn  in  confe- 
quence  of  any  Population,  and 
that  it  did  not  appertain  to  any 
treaty  pad  or  prelent ;  but  that 
the  honour  of  the  nation,  found- 
'  ed  upon  its  good  faith  to  all 
mankind,  and  particularly  to  its 
allies,  -rendered  the  payment  m- 
difpenfable. 

The  resolution  was  carried  in 
the  committee  of  fupply  upon  3 
divifion,  by  a  majority  of  38  to 
30.  But  upon  receiving  the  re¬ 
port  next  day  in  the  home,  the 
debate  was  renewed  with  great 
warmth  ;  and  if  a  few  more  of 
she  country  gentlemen  had  been 
fn  town,  the  minifer  would  pro¬ 
bably  have  found  himfelf  in  a 
painpriity*  As  li  was»  yeP01^ 


was  agreed  to  only  by  a  majo¬ 
rity  of  eight,  the  numbers  being 
-o  to  42,  upon  a  divifion.  It 
was  particularly  obferved,  that 
fome  zealous  courtiers,  ana  pro- 
feffed  government  men,  avoided 
voting  upon  this  quellion. 

The  day  after  the  decifion  of 
this  queftion,  Sir  James  ^ 
Lowther,  who  had  lately 
moved  the  amendment  to  the  civil 
lift  bill,  in  favour  of  the  two 
Royal  Brother  Dukes,  moved  for 
an  add  refs  to  his  Majelly,  to  re- 
queft  an  augmentation  of  their 
annual  income.  He  Hated  with 
energy,  and  defcribed  with  a  real 
and  affe Cling  fympathy,  the  cauies 
which  led  to  this  motion,  and  the 
particular  circumHances  of  fnu- 
tion,  which  rendered  fuch  an  ad- 
drefs  neceffary  ;  circumHances, 
which  were  unfortunately  fo  con- 
fpicuous,  as  to  be  publickly  known 
in  every  part  of  Europe  ;  and 
w'hich  he  reprefented,  as  not  lef s 
affeding  the  national  charader 
and  honour,  than  the  royal  dig^- 
nity. 

The  motion  was  oppofed  upon 
the  ground  of  propriety,  and  the 
previous  queftion  immediately 
moved.  The  difficulty,  as  well 
as  impropriety,  of  dilcufiing  a 
queftion  of  fo  nice  and  delica  e 
a  complexion,  were  principally 
infilled  on.  It  would  be  break- 
ir o  in  upon  the  domeHic  affairs 
of  the  royal  family  ;  and  ven¬ 
turing  to  enquire  into  matters  of 
fo  tender  a  nature,  as  the  con¬ 
duct  obferved,  and  the  traniadions 
that  paiTed  in  private  life,  be¬ 
tween  t he  Sovereign  and  his  bro¬ 
thers.  Thefe  were,  they  laid, 
matters  by  no  means  fitting  to  be 
brought  forward  as  fubjeds  of 
public  difeufhom  rI  he  Sovereign 
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Should  be  entirely  left  to  his  own 
diferetion,  and  he  would  undoubt¬ 
edly  aft  with  propriety.  It  could 
rot  but  be  prefumed,  that  at  a 
proper  time  and  fealon,  he  would, 
bffides  conlulting  his  own  dig- 
nity,  give  way  alio  to  the  im- 
pulles  of  nature  and  affeftion. 
But,  they  raid ,  it  would  be  in 
the  higheft  degree  indecent,  and 
prefuming  beyond  the  limits  of 
duty  and  reverence,  to  pretend  to 
diftate  to  the  throne,  cither  with 
refpeft  to  private  family  conduft 
or  affairs,  or  to  the  difpofal  of  its 
own  property. 

As  the  motion  had  the  whole 
weight  of  the  court  party  to  en¬ 
counter,  and  that  feveral  on  the 
other  fide  were  not  fatisfied  as 
"to  its  propriety,  the  previous 
queftion  was  carried,  after  a  fhort 
debate,  by  a  majority  of  130 
to  45,  by  which  the  proportion 
was  laid  by  without  a  dir  eft  ne¬ 
gative. 

An,unexpefted  incident  upon 
this  occafion,  gave  rife  to  ano¬ 
ther  debate,  upon  new  and  ex¬ 
traordinary  ground,  which  was 
agitated  for  feveral  hours  with 
great  warmth.  To  explain  this 
matter  it  will  be  neceftary  to 
cbferve,  that  on  the  preceding 
day  but  one,  upon  prefenting  the 
bill  for  the  augmentation  of  the 
civil  lift  revenue  to  receive  the 
royal  aftenr,  the  Speaker  took 
that  occafion  of  addrefiing  the 
throne  in  a  fpeech,  for  which, 
upon  their  return,  he  immediate¬ 
ly  received  the  unanimous  thanks 
of  the  houfe,  attended  with  a 
compliment  of  defiring  that  it 
might  be  printed.  Thel'e  thanks, 
and  the  motion  for  printing, 
were  prepared  by  fome  members 
of  the  minority,  and  the  vote 
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paffed  before  minifters  had  time 
to  recolleft  themlelves. 

Some  pa/Tages  in  this  fpeech, 
gave,  however,  great  offence  at 
court,  and  their  effeft  was  eveu 
faid  to  be  obiervable,  at  the  time 
and  place  where  they 'were  ad- 
drefted.  The  Speal  •cer  not  only- 
expatiated  largely  upon  the  zeal 
and  affeftion  (hewn  by  the  com¬ 
mons,  but  in  giving  the  greater 
force  to  thefe  circumftances,  he 
obferved,  “  that  it  was  in  a  time 
“  of  public  diftrefs,  full  of  diffi- 
“  culty  and  danger ,  when  their 
“  conftituents  were  labouring  un- 
“  der burdens  almoft  too  heavy  to  be 
“  lorne  — and  in  difplaying  the 
liberality  of  the  grants,  he  ufed  the 
following  expreftions. — “  Have  not 
“  only  granted  to  your  Majelly  a 
“  large  prefent  fupply,  but  alfo 
“  a  very  great  additional  reve- 
“  nue  ; ' — great  beyond  example  5 
“  great  beyond  your  Majefty’s 
“  high  eft  expence. — But,  ail  this, 

“  Sir,  they  have  done,  in  a  well 
“  grounded  confidence,  that  you 
* *  will  apply  wftly,  what  they 
“  have  granted  liberally 

The  compliment  which  fucceed- 
ed  thefe  palfages,  and  clofed  the 
fpeech,  was  not  thought  by  fome 
to  atone  fufticiently  for  their- 
freedom.  The  zealous  courtiers, 
and  thofe  who  affeft  to  be,  or 
are  known,  under  the  familar 
denomination  of  King’s  friends, 
were  offended  in  the  higheft  de¬ 
gree,  and  confiaered  fome  of  thefe 
expreftions  as  conveying  little  lefs 
than  an  abfolute  infult,  and  o~ 
thers  as  equally  mifreprefenting 
the  fenfe  of  parliament,  and  the 
real  ftate  of  the  nation.  It  was 
accordingly  determined  to  let  the 
Speaker  feel  his  fuppofed  error, 
.and  that  he  ftiould  be  rendered 

fo. 
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fo  fully  fenfible  of  their  indigna¬ 
tion,  as  that  it  might  operate  in 
preventing  any  future  lapie  of  the 
fame  nature. 

in  the  fhort  debate  upon  Sir 
James  Lowther’s  motion,  a  gen¬ 
tleman  high  in  office,  and  who 
has  long  been  difiinguifhed  as  a 
principal  leader  in  a  powerful 
party,  arraigned  the  conduct  of 
the  Speaker  with  unufual  vehe¬ 
mence,  and  the  mod  pointed  a- 
Orimony.  He  afferted,  that  the 
national  fituation  had  been  grofs- 
3y  mifreprefented,  in  a  place,  and 
in  the  prefence  of  thofe,  where 
nothing  but  truth  fhould  be  heard. 
That  the  fentiments  declared  at 
the  bar  of  the  other  houfe  to 
be  thofe  of  the  commons,  were 
the  direft  reverfe  ;  that  they  knew 
better;  that  for  one,  he  totally 
difclaimed  them  ;  that  he  was 
certain  a  very  great  majority  of 
the  h'oule  equally  did  fo ;  and, 
that  before  the  houfe  rofe,  he 
trufled  it  would  be  proved,  whe¬ 
ther  they  thought  with  the  chair  or 
with  him. 

This  charge,  as  foon  as  the  di¬ 
viders  upon  the  former  quefiion 
was  over,  was  taken  up  by  the 
Speaker,  and  his  fpeech  being 
firlt  read,  he  appealed  to  the 
journals  for  the  vote  of  thanks 
that  fucceeded  it,  to  (hew  that 
the  fentiments  which  he  had  then 
exp  re  fled,  were,  at  that  time,  the 
fentiments  of  the  houfe.  d  he 
gentleman  who  had  made  the 
charge,  now  repeated  and  enforced 
it  with  Hill  greater  vehemence, 
and  with  additional  circurnfiances 
of  heat  and  acrimony.  If,  how¬ 
ever,  now  began  to  appear  pretty 
evident,  that  many  of  thofe  gen¬ 
tlemen  on  the  fame  fide  with 
himfelf,  particularly  the  minifters, 
grew  apprehen£ve  that  he  was 


pufhing matters  too  far;  for  though 
they  were  very  well  pleafed  that 
the  Speaker  fhould  meet  witn 
what  they  thought  a  fusion  able 
rebuke,  they  were  not  at  all  cif» 
poled  to  make  any  needlefs  trial 
of  the  temper  of  the  houfe,  by 
urging  the  point,  in  an  unprofit¬ 
able  experiment,  to  a  difagree- 
able  and  hazardous  extremity* 
They  wifhed  matters  to  red  in 
their  prefen t  Hate,  and  the  Speaker 
to  lie  under  an  implication  of 
cenfure,  without  its  being  diredl- 
]y  puffed,  or  brought  abfolutely 
to  the  quefiion. 

The  oppofition  were  not,  how¬ 
ever,  diipofed  that  it  fhould  be 
palled  off  in  that  manner.  Mr. 
Fox  immediately  took  the  bufi- 
nefs  up  with  his  ufual  fpirit  and 
ability.  He  faid  that  the  gentle¬ 
man  had  come  to  the  point  at 
Once  ;  the  charge  was  open  and. 
diredt ;  the  'Speaker  had  either 
m'ifreprefen^ed  the  fenfe  of  the 
houfe,  or  he  had  not  ;  the  queftion 
was  fairly,  at  iffue,  and  could  be 
decided  only  by  the  houfe.  For 
his  part,  he  fufpeEed  the  Speaker 
had  not  delivered  the  fentiments 
of  the  majority,  although  it  was 
evident  from  their  journals,  that 
he  had  given  the  fenfe  of  the 
houfe.  He  would,  however,  now, 
bring  the  quefiion  to  a  fair  deci- 
fio-n,  by  obtaining  the  fenie  of 
the  houfe  upon  it  ;  and  if  the 
motion  he  was  going  to  make  met 
with  a  negative,  he  was  of  opi¬ 
nion,  that"  the  Speaker  could  not 
any  longer  in  in  that  chair  with 
reputation  to  himfelf,  nor  be  any 
further  ferviceable  in  his  Hatton, 
after  bring  thus  publicly  defect¬ 
ed,  bullied,  and 'd  if  graced.  He 
accordingly  moved,— “  I  hat  the 
“  Speaker,,  of  this,  houfe,  in  his 
£<  fpeech  to  his  Majefty  at  the 

bar 
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11  bar  of  the  houfe  of  peers  on 
“  Wednefday  laft,  and  which  was 
“  defired  by  this  houfe,  nern.  con. 
**  to  be  printed,  did  'exprefs,  with 
“  juft  and  proper  energy,  the  zeal 
“  of  this  houfe  for  the  fupport  of 
“  the  honour  and  dignity  of  the 
“  crown,  in  circumftances  of  great 
“  public  charge.” 

The  fpeaker  declared,  with 
great  refolution  and  firmnefs,  that 
he  could  not  think  of  continuing 

•  •  •  O 

in  a  fituation  in  which  he  could 
be  no  longer  ierviceable,  which 

muft  evidently  be  the  cafe,  if 
the  motion  fhculd  be  rejected. 
That  he  had  wifhed  and  intend¬ 
ed  to  exprefs  the  fenfe  of  the 

houfe,  and  imagined  he  had  done 
fo ;  that  he  thought  himfelf  fully 
juftified  by  the  time,  the  occa- 
lion,  and  various  concurrent  cir- 
cumftances.  which  all  combined 
to  ftamp  what  he  had  offered 
with  peculiar  propriety.  That 

he  fti'l  conceived  he  had  dis¬ 
charged  his  duty,  which  was  con- 
firmed  by  the  public  approba¬ 
tion  he  had  received  ;  and  he 
concluded  by  declaring,  that  he 
would  not'  lit  longer  in  that  chair 
than  he  was  in  the  free  exercife  of 
his  duty. 

The  gentlemen  on  the  other 
fide  wanted  much  to  get  rid  of 
the  queftion,  without  bringing  it 
to  any  decifion.  They,  in  gene¬ 
ral,  did  not  approve  of  certain 
paftages  in  the  fpeech  ;  but  they 
did  not  from  thence  intend  any 
cenfure  upon  the  Speaker.  He 
might,  without  the  fmalleft  blame, 
have  miftaken  or  misftated  the 
fentiments  of  the  houfe.  Nay, 
in  the  hurry  and  inadvertence  of 
an  extempore  addrefs,  he  might, 
very  pofiibly,  not  even  have  ftated 
his  own  exactly.  They  accord¬ 


ingly  recommended  in  the  molt 
prefling  terms  to  the  Speaker,  and 
ftrongly  urged  the  mover  and  Sup¬ 
porters  of  the  queflion,  to  with¬ 
draw  the  motion;  and  finding  that 
this  propofal  would  not  be  compli¬ 
ed  with,  they  moved  for  an  adjourn¬ 
ment. 

But  the  oppofition  were  upon 
this  occafion  firm  and  unanimous. 
The  houfe  was  involved  in  a 
dilemma,  which  they  were  deter¬ 
mined  it  fhould  not  get  clear  of 
without  a  decifion.  Either  it  muft 
join  them  in  fupporting  the  chair, 
or  fubmit  to  its  utmoft  degrada¬ 
tion,  and  become  chargeable  at 
the  fame  time  with  the  glaring  in- 
confiftency,  of  undoing  and  repro¬ 
bating  on  the  Friday,  thofe  a£ls 
which  they  had  done  or  applauded 
on  the  Wednefday. 

They  infilled,  that  the  fpeech 
was  founded  in  truth  ;  that  it 
was  highly  neceflary  at  this  fea- 
fon  ;  and  that  it  was  delivered 
with  the  ftrideft  propriety.  Their 
applaufe  of  the  Speaker  for  his 
fpeech  was  not  greater,  than  for 
his  firmnefs,  in  not  accepting  of 
any  compromife  fbort  of  immedi¬ 
ate  reparation,  notwithftanding 
the  threats  and  Toothings,  which, 
they  faid,  had  been  alternately 
ufed  to  induce  him  to  recede,  and 
by  fo  doing,  to  facrifice  equally 
his  own  honour,  and  the  dignity  of 
the  houfe.  They  laughed  at  the 
new  logic  introduced’  by  the  op- 
pofers  of  the  motion,  who  con¬ 
tended  that  the  fpeech  was  not 
the  fenfe  of  the  houfe,  becaufe, 
on  the  very  day  it  was  fpoken, 
the  houfe  had  declared  the  moft 
warm  and  hearty  approbation  of 
it.  This,  they  faid,  might  be  a 
minifterial  way  of  drawing  con¬ 
clusions  ;  but  it  was  certain ly  a 

curious 
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curious  one ;  perhaps  they  had 
been  taught  by  long  experience, 
that  the  fenfe  of  the  houfe,  as  de¬ 
clared  by  a  majority,  was  not  its 
genuine  fenfe. 

They  infilled,  that  if  the  mo¬ 
tion  of  adjournment  was  carried, 
it  would  not  be  fafe  for  the  Speaker 
to  continue  a  moment  longer  in 
his  prefent  fituation  ;  that  he 
would  on  all  future  occasions  lie 
at  the  mercy  of  his  enemies, 
and  be  liable  to  difgrace  when¬ 
ever  he  fulfilled  his  duty,  if  the 
faithful  difcharge  of  it  happened 
to  be  contrary  to  the  opinion  or 
liking  of  thofe,  who  are  able  to 
command  a  temporary  majority 
to  overrule  ads  of  unanimity. 
That  the  dignity  of  the  houfe 
was  at  an  end,  if  the  chair  was 
permitted  to  be  degraded  ;  that 
the  prefen t  blow  was  ultimate¬ 
ly  aimed  at  the  houfe  through  the 
chair;  that  it  was  an  experi¬ 
ment  made  purely  to  try,  what 
pitch  of  humiliation  and  difgrace 
they  would  bear  to  be  let  down 
to;  the  attempt  of  a  court  fadion, 
to  render  the  reprefentatives  of 
the  people  defpicable,  as  well  as 
detekable,  in  the  eyes  of  their  con- 
flituents. 

The  gentleman  who  had  made 
the  charge,  at  length  conceded  in 
fome  decree.  He  faid  he  had  not 

O 

a  wifh  (if  it  had  been  even  m 
his  power,  which  it  was  not  in 
any  degree)  to  drive  the  Speaker 
from  the  chair.  He  only  main¬ 
tained,  which  he  kill  would,  the 
right  of  private  opinion,  and 
freedom  of  fpeech  ;  of  cenfuring 
what  he  did  not  approve,  with¬ 
out  regard  to  perfons  ;  he  laid 
he  meant  no  more  from  the  be¬ 
ginning  ;  and  if  it  was  now  the 
fenfe  of  the  houfe,  he  would  rea¬ 
dily  agree  in  withdrawing  the 


motion  of  adjournment.  This  be¬ 
ing  accordingly  done,  Mr.  Fox’s 
motion  was  carried  without  a  di- 
vifiori,  and  with  the  appearance  of 
almoll  general  unanimity.  To 
render  the  triumph  cornpleat,  ano¬ 
ther  gentleman  in  opprffitton  mov¬ 
ed,  that  the  thanks  of  the  houfe 
fhould  be  returned  to  the  Speaker 
for  the  difputed  fpeech,  which  was 
likewife  agreed  to. 

A  tranfadion  of  a  mod  extraor¬ 
dinary  nature  in  the  Fall  Indies, 
^nd  which  amounted  to  no  lefs 
than  a  revolution,  and  the  total  fub- 
verfion  of  eftablifhed  government  in 
our  principal  fettlement  on  the  coaft 
of  Coromandel,  together  with  fe- 
veral  fuhfequent  proceedings  rela¬ 
tive  to  it  in  Leadenhall-ftreet,  were 
the  means  of  bringing  the  affairs 
of  the  Fall  India  company  once 
more  within  the  cognizance  of  par¬ 
liament. 

It  may  appear  almoft  needlefs 
to  make  any  obfervation  upon 
the  difficulty  of  coming  at  the 
bare  and  undifguifed  truth,  in 
the  violence  of  faction,  and  a- 
midll  the  rage  of  contending  par¬ 
ties,  even  when  their  fphcre  of 
action  is  confined  to  our  own 
country,  and  that  their  operations 
appear  almoft  to  be  within  our 
perlonal  obfervation.  If  fuch  be 
the  cafe  at  home,  how  mull  the 
difficulty  increafe,  when  the  kene 
of  adtion  is  laid  in  the  remoteft 
parts  of  the  globe,  frc/m  whence 
no  difinterefted  evidence  can  be 
obtained,  where  every  native  of 
thefe  countries  is  under  a  necef- 
fity  of  chufing  his  fide,  and  of 
courfe  imbibing,  in  a  greater  or 
leifer  degree,  the  violence,  preju¬ 
dices,  and  animofity  of  has  par¬ 
ty  ;  whilft  the  only  indifferent 
fpedlators,  if  any,  are  it:  angers, 
who  cannot  underfund  the  fub- 
2  jed 
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jed  of  debate,  and  from  whom 
we  could  derive  no  information 
if  they  had  comprehended  it  en¬ 
tirely.  In  thefe  circumftances,  a 
fhort  (ketch  of  thole  dillant  and 
controverted  affairs,  luch  as  they 
immediately  appear,  and  fo  far 
only  as  is  requiiite  to  give  fome 
general  view  of  our  prelent  ficua- 
tion  in  thofe  countries  with  reiped 
to  the  public  fafety  and  advantage, 
and  to  illuftrate  tranfadions  at 
home  with  which  they  are  neceffa- 
rily  conneded,  is  all  that  can  be 
reafonably  attempted,  leaving  it 
to  time,  and  to  future  illucidation, 
to  afcertain  fad,  or  toredify  error, 
and  to  the  parties  concerned,  to 
enter  into  fpecific  explanations  of 
their  conduct. 

It  is  reprefented  on  one  fide,  and 
feems  to  be  pretty  well  eftablifhed, 
that  Mahornmed  Aly  Cawn.  the 
Nabob  of  Arcot,  has,  through  the 
protection  and  alliance  of  the  Eaft 
India  company,  grown  to  very 
great  power,  and  it  is  farther  faid, 
to  an  uncontrouled  influence,  not 
only  over  the  natives,  but  by  va¬ 
rious  management  over  the  Bri- 
tifh  fettlements  alfo;  in  the  prin¬ 
cipal  of  which,  for  the  purpofe,  it 
is  faid,  of  exercifing  this  influence, 
he  has  chofen  his  refidence.  He 
has  formed  a  confiderable  army  on 
the  European  model,  and  officered 
moffly  by  Englifh.  ;  and  has  in 
general  conducted  himfelf  with 
fuch  prudence  and  ability,  as  to 
fupport  him  elf  in  a  higher  Rile  of 
dignity,  than  mod  of  thofe  magi- 
ftrates,  who  fet  up  for  a  fort  of  in¬ 
dependent  powers  on  the  decline  of 
the  Mogul  empire  ;  and  who  were 
aided  in  their  effablifhment  by  the 
fortune  and  arms  of  the  Ball  India 
company.  To  his  ability  is  laid 


to  be  joined  very  extenflve  views, 
and  a  very  afpiring  ambition. 

Some  events  feemed  calculated 
to  cherifh  this  ambition,  if  ic 
really  exifts  in  the  degree  that  is 
reprefented.  A  few  years  fmce, 
the  fpirit  of  adminiffration  feemed 
ffrongly  difpofed  to  trace  out  new 
fcources  of  power  and  wealth-, 
wherever  they  could  be  difcovered 
in  the  various  and  remote  parts  of 
this  widely  extended  empire.  Be- 
fides  the  well  known  and  much- 
difputed  interference  in  the  con- 
dud.  and  government  of  the  Eaff- 
India  company’s  affairs  at  home 
and  abroad,  it  became  a  part  of 
the  fyftem  of  policy  then  purfued, 
that  the  crown  lliould  fuperintend 
the  affairs  of  the  company,  and 
on  an  idea  of  oppreffion  fuifered 
by  the  princes  of  the  country, 
ffiould  eftabliffi  connedions  in  In¬ 
dia,  totally  diffind  and  feparate 
from  that  body.  In  puriuance  of 
this  deflgn,  agents,  or  miniffers, 
were  employed  with  plenipotentia¬ 
ry  powers,  to  negociate  treaties  di- 
redly  with  fome  of  the  princes  of 
the  country,  and  particularly  with 
the  Nabob  of  Arcot. 

Whatever  wifdom  there  might  be 
in  this  meafure,  or  however  great 
the  future  benefits  to  be  derived 
from  it  may  be,  it  certainly  tended 
much  to  lower  the  Eaft-India  com¬ 
pany  in  the  eyes  of  the  natives, 
and  to  relax  that  force  of  opinion, 
which  forms  the  principal  inftru- 
ment  in  the  government  of  man¬ 
kind  throughout  every  part  of  the 
globe.  Totally  ignorant  of,  and 
totally  incapable  of  comprehend¬ 
ing,  the  diftind  diflributions  of 
power  which  are  allotted  to  the 
different  parts  in  a  mixed  govern¬ 
ment  like  ours,  and  that  compli¬ 
cated 
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cated  feries  of  connexion  and  de¬ 
pendence  which  form  their  union, 
they  only  looked  up  to  the  com¬ 
pany  in  the  grofs,  as  the  greateft 
aggregate  body  of  power  of  which 
they  had-  any  knowledge.  They 
law  that  her  fimple  and  avowed 
fervants,  far  exceeded  their  greateft 
princes  in  power.  They  had  heard 
of  the  King  of  Great- Britain,  and 

O  _  ? 

they  had  alio  heard  of  the  Stadt- 
holder  of  the  United  Provinces  ; 
thefe  were  titles,  the  nature  of 
which  they  neither  underftood,\  nor 
gave  themfelves  the  trouble  to  en- 
quire  into  :  but  they  had  long  ex- 
persence,  that  the  '  English  and 
.Dutch  companies  were  in  the  full 
pofleftion  and  exerciie  of  all  the 
powers  of  fovereignty. 

But  when  thefe  people  discover¬ 
ed  that  tbofe  whom  they  had  hi- 
therto  been-  accuftomed  to  confider 
as  the  princes  of  the  earth,  were 
in  reality  the  mere  Subjects  of  a 
great  monarch;  (  a  Slate  which 
they  could  not  Separate  in  their 
ideas  from  the  mofl  abjedl  Slavery) 
that  they  “had  not  even  the  honour 
of  being  his  fervants  ;  when  thefe 
agents, .  to  give  the  greater  efficacy 
to  their  com  million,  led  them  into 
all  the  moil  hidden  arcana  of  the 
company  ;  when  they  perceived 
with  amazement,  that  even  its  de¬ 
legated  powers  were  to  expire  in  a 
few  years,  and  that  they  were  to 
look  elSewhere  for  all  future  in- 
terefts  and  connection?,  they  a- 
wakened  as  from  a1  dream  ;  and 
they  regarded  with  ah  indignation 
and  contempt,  equal  to  the  Sup¬ 
posed  imposition,  thoie  whom  they 
had  lately  revered  as  the  firit  of 
mankind.  Some  conception  may 
be  eanly  formed,  how  the  pride 
and  felf-importance  of  thefe  new* 


made  princes  was  fwelled,  when, 
inftead  of  abjedt  dependents  on  the 
company,  they  found  themfelves 
confidercd  as  friends,  allies,  fove- 
reigns,  and  equals,  by  that  mighty 
and  overruling  power,  with  whom 
they  had  till  then  been  in  a  man¬ 
ner  unacquainted. 

In  this  State  of  affairs,  and  in 
poffeffon,  it  is  fa  id,  of  the  power, 
wealth,  and  qualities  which  we 
have  deferibed,  Mahommed  Aly 
Cawn  is  reprefen  ted,  as  applying 
them  with  Such  art  and  fuceefs, 
that  he  obtained  an  overruling, 
if  not  bound lefs  influence,  in  the 
Englifh  counfels  at  MadraSs.  If 
Such  was  his  defigrt,  he  certainly 
fnewed  himfelf  equal  to  the'purfuit, 
for  laying  by  the  jealous  Slate  and 
diftant  pride  of  an  eaftern  defpot, 
he  Seemed  to  become,  as  nearly  as 
it  could  poflibly  be  admitted,  an 
inmate,  and  member  of  the  British 
community  at  that  fettlement, 
making  the  outward,  or  black 
town,  as  it  is  called,  the  principal 
feat  of  his  refidence,  where  his  pa- 
lace  adjoins  to  the  walls  of  the 
English  fortrefs  or  town.  By  thefe 
means  he  is  faid  to  have  been  in 
con  Slant  poffeffon  of  every  tranf- 
aition  that  paft’ed,  and  even  of 
every  propofal  or  defign  that  ori¬ 
ginated  in  that  fettlement.  Un¬ 
doubtedly,  it  Seems  an  extraordi¬ 
nary  degree  of  confidence  in  the 
faith  of  an  eaftern  prince,  to  admit 
of  So  dole  and  intimate  a  connec¬ 
tion.  Thole  who  were  jealous  of, 
or  enemies  to  the  Nabob’s  power 
and  greatnefs,  have  not  failed  to 
fuggeSl  that  Such  a  degree  of  near- 
.  neSs  could  not  be  unattended  with 
danger,  if  any  evil  was  intended, 
For  as  it  is  in  the  power  of  this 
prince  to  draw  great  bodies  of 

troops 
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troops  at  all  times  into  the  fettle- 
mcnt,  as  cuifomary  guards  and  at¬ 
tendants  upon  his  perfon,  and  that 
ihefe  might  be  eafily,  and  perhaps 
imperceptibly  increafed,  in  a  fea- 
fon  of  unfufpedling  confidence,  it 
would  be  well  if  any  watch  or 
ftridtnefs  of  difcipline  could  guard 
againft  a  furprize  in  fuch  a  fitua- 
tion.  His  friends  have  given  the 
thing  another  turn  ;  and  alledge 
his  refidence  there,  as  well  as  the 
'army  he  keeps  generally  officered 
With  Englifh,  as  deciilve  proofs 
of  an  attachment,  without  deiigm 
bn  his  part,  and  without  danger 
on  ours. 

Whatever  foundation  there  may 
be  for  the  charge  or  fuppofition  of 
this  Prince’s  poffeffing  an  undue  in¬ 
fluence  at  Madrafs,  it  is  certain, 
that  a  joint  enterprize  which  was 
undertaken  by  the  company’s 
forces  in  that  prefidency  with  the 
Nabob’s,  afforded  too  much  co¬ 
lour  to  fuch  an  opinion,  and  un¬ 
happily  contributed  its  full  fhare, 
along  with  other  eaftern  exorbi- 
tancies,  deeply  to  affedl  our  na¬ 
tional  character  both  in  Europe  and 
Afia.  This  was  the  famous  ex¬ 
pedition  to  Tanjdur;  an  enter¬ 
prize  which  has  been  heard  of  in 
every  part  of  the  world,  and  which 
had  been,  on  the  firll  narratives, 
condemned  for  its  cruelty  and  in- 
juilice  wherever  it  was  heard. 

The  Rajah  or  King  of  Tanjour, 
is  one  of  thofe  Gentoo  Princes, 
vvhofe  ancestors  had  been  long  in 
polfeffion  of  the  country,  and  who 
had  never  been  entirely  fubdued  by 
the  Mogul  Tartars;  but  were 
rendered  tributary  to  their  empire, 
the  government  being  otherwife 
retained  in  the  original  hands. 
This  Prince  had  been  for  many 
years,  and  was  {till,  in  alliance 
Vol,  XX, 


both  with  the  company  and  Na¬ 
bob,  and  had  been  engaged  with 
them  in  the  joint  perils  and  for¬ 
tune  of  fo  rmer  wars.  On  the 
fettlement  of  the  affairs  of  the 
Eaft  Indies  at  the  treaty  of  Paris, 
it  was  thought  neceffary  to  put  an 
end  to  the  aifpute  between  France 
and  England,  who  fupported  the 
interells  of  different  pretenders  to 
power  in  that  part  of  the  world* 
France  was  accordingly  obliged 
to  admit  Salabat  Jing  as  lawful 
Soubah  of  the  Decan  ;  and  Maho¬ 
med  Ali  Cawn,  as  lawful  Nabob 
of  the  Carnatic.  The  Mogul,  who 
was  much  at  the  diferetion  of  the 
Englifh,  readily  granted,  on  his 
part,  from  time  to  time,  fuch 
powers  as  were  neceffary  to  con¬ 
firm  thefe  arrangement?.  To 
complete  this  fettlement,  accounts 
were  liquidated,  and  a  convention 
made  under  the  authority  and  gua¬ 
rantee  of  the  company  between 
their  own  allies.  Mahomed  Ali 
was  to  be  paid  the  arrears  of,  and 
to  receive:  in  future,  the  tribute  due 
to  the  Mogul,  for  which  he  was 
to  be  accountable  to  their  common 
fuperior,  and  to  have  a  confider- 
abie  fum  for  himfelf.  'The  King 
of  Tanjour  was  to  remain  in  all 
other  refpedts  as  before  in  poffef- 
fion  of  his  dominions,  to  which, 
his  right  was  fully  confirmed. 
Subfeaiient  to  this  agreement  a 
variety  of  tranfadtions  happened 
between  him  and  the  Nabob  ;  and 
new  accounts  were  opened. — The 
King  of  Tanjour  alledging  that  he 
ought  to  be  allowed  for  his  ex- 
pences  in  certain  military  fervices 
rendered  to  the  Nabob  ;  the  Na¬ 
bob  infilling  on  receiving  imme¬ 
diate  payment  of  the  fums  ftipu- 
lated  under  the  late  convention 
without  any  abatement. 

[G] 
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Thefe  difputes,  whether  carried 
on  upon  their  proper  bottom,  or 
railed  as  a  pretence  of  more  ferious 
quarrel,  continued  for  fome  time. 
The  Nabob,  however,  prevailed 
with  the  powers  at  Madrafs,  and 
with  the  royal  commilfioners,  to  fall 
in  with  his  views,  without  any 
hearing  or  decifton  on  the  merits  of 
the  controverfy ;  and  a  war,  on 
pretence  of  a  delay  in  payment, 
broke  out. 

The  King  of  Tanjour  was  little 
able  to  withftand  the  united  force 
of  the  company  and  Nabob.  He, 
however,  defended  his  capital 
bravely;  but  being  fubdued  after  a 
fharp  fiege,  the  unhappy  Prince 
was  Gripped,  without  remorfe  or 
pity,  of  every  thing  but  life.  His 
kingdom  was  feized  by  the  Nabob, 
his  treafures  applied  to  the  ex- 
pences  of  the  war,  and  to  other 
prefent  purpofes,  whilft  his  fub- 
jedls,  who  were  among  the  moll 
induftricus  people  in  India,  expe¬ 
rienced  all  the  cruelty  and  rapacity 
of  a  Mahometan  conquel!  and  go¬ 
vernment. 

The  account  of  this  tranfa&ion, 
with  all  the  circumftances  of  the 
conqueft,  fpoil,  and  ruin  of  a 
friend  and  ally,  in  fo  unexampled 
a  manner,  excited  the  greateft  in¬ 
dignation  in  the  company  when  it 
arrived  in  England.  Nor  were 
they  without  apprehenfions  for  the 
fecurity  of  their  fettlements  on  the 
coaft,  when  they  confidered  the 
boldnefs  of  defign,  promptnefs  of 
execution,  and  apparent  indiffer¬ 
ence  as  to  their  liking  or  relent- 
jment,  which  dillinguilhed  thitf  en- 
terprize.  That  vifible  afcendency 
over  the  counfels  and  adlions  of 
their  fervants,  of  which  the  Nabob 
had  now  given  fo  dangerous  a 
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proof,  was  Hill  more  alarming 
than  any  other  circumllance. 

Nor  was  his  conduft  in  other  re- 
fpefts,  both  then  and  after,  wholly 
without  fufpicions.  Among  other 
inltances  which  did  not  carry  the 
moll  pleafmg  appearance,  he  re¬ 
moved  his  eldell  fon,  a  Prince  of 
a  moderate  temper,  from  all  power, 
and  from  the  command  of  his 
army,  and  placed  it  in  the  hands 
of  his  fecond  fon,  a  young  man 
who  is  reprefented  as  violent  in  his 
temper,  and  poffeffed  of  ability, 
with  a  llrong  fpirit  of  enterprize. 

fIjhis  violent  depofftion  of  the 
King  of  Tanjour  with  all  its  cir¬ 
cumftances,  was  fo  contrary  to  the 
policy  of  the  company  and  to  the 
fpirit  of  its  orders,  chat  it  was  im¬ 
mediately  determined  to  reftore 
him  to  his  dominions ;  but  the 
manner  of  carrying  this  defign  into 
execution  required  fome  confidera- 
tion.  It  was  not  to  be  committed 
into  the  hands  of  thofe  fervants, 
who  had  already  fet  their  feals  upon 
the  outrage  and  wrong  ;  and  who, 
if  other  motives  did  not  even  pre¬ 
vail,  could  fcarcely  now  retract 
from  that  decided  part  which  they 
had  already  taken,  and  in  which 
it  was  thought  they  had  fo  vaft  a 
pledge  of  intereft.  The  company 
was  far  from  wilhing  to  fall  out 
with  the  Nabob,  if  it  could  be 
avoided ;  nor  were  they  difpofed 
to  urge  matters  to  any  extremity 
with  their  fervants  for  what  was 
pall.  The  reftoration  was  deter¬ 
mined,  as  an  a£l  equally  neceffary 
from  the  motives  of  jullice,  public 
opinion,  and  good  policy ;  but 
they  wilhed  that  all  previous  mat¬ 
ters  relative  to  it  Ihould  reft  in 
oblivion,  without  further  cenfure 
or  enquiry* 
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It  was  therefore  necdfary  to  fend 
fome  perfon  out  as  Governor  and 
Prefident  of  Madrafs,  who  fhould 
carry  full  powers  for  the  execution 
of  this  difficult  and  delicate  com- 
miflion  ;  and  it  was  equally  necef- 
fary,  that  the  perfon  fo  lent, 
fhould,  befides  the  mofl  unincor- 
ruptible  integrity,  poffefs  a  degree 
of  weight  and  perfon  al  confe- 
quence,  fufficient  to  imprefs  a  due 
fenfe  of  refpedl  on  the  Nabob,  and 
to  awe  any  factions  that  prevailed 
among  their  own  fervants.  A  full 
knowledge  of  the  company’s  af¬ 
fairs  at  home  and  abroad,  with 
inch  a  flock  of  refolution  and  judg¬ 
ment  as  would  be  fufficient  to  re- 
flore  energy  to  their  government 
on  the  coafl  of  Coromandel,  were 
matters  foeffential  in  their  nature, 
that  no  deficiency  in  any  part  could 
be  difpenfed  with. 

It  could  fcarcely  be  imagined, 
that  the  late  Lord  Pigot  would  not 
be  looked  too,  as  anfwering  thefe 
ideas  more  fully  than  any  other 
perfon  that  could  be  thought  of, 
and  as  calculated  in  any  extraordi¬ 
nary  degree  to  give  effett  to  all 
the  purpofes  of  the  company.  His 
brave  defence  of  Madrafs,  had 
given  the  firfl  effectual  check  to  the 
views  of  the  French  in  the  Eall, 
and  the  firfl  turn  to  fortune  in  our 
favour.  To  him  the  company 
were,  perhaps,  indebted  for  their 
now  holding  a  fingle  pofTeffion  in 
India;  and  to  him  the  Nabob  of 
Arcot  was  undoubtedly  indebted 
for  his  prefenc  exalted  fortune. 
His  civil  government  had  been  as 
celebrated  as  his  military  exploits  ; 
and  his  private  character  had  pro¬ 
cured  him  a  very  extenfive  {hare  of 
etleem.  It  was,  not  unreafonably, 
fuppoled,  that  the  appearance  of 
fuch  a  man,  upon  that  ground 


which  had  been  the  fcene  of  his 
former  power  and  glory,  where 
his  name  and  actions  were  kill  frefh 
and  alive,  and  where  the  principal, 
and  mofl  dangerous  party,  was 
little  more  than  the  creature  of  his 
own  making,  would  have  been  at* 
tended  with  diflinguilhed  advan¬ 
tages  ;  and  that  he  might  have 
performed  thofe  acts  without  envy 
or  jealouly,  which  would  have 
been  oppofed  or  relented  in  other 
hands. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  Nabob 
with,  great  forefight  and  art,  was 
providing  for  every  poffible,  as 
well  as  expefted  confequence  of  the 
1  anjour  bufinefs.  The  long  in¬ 
terval  that  neceflarily  elapfed  be¬ 
fore  the  arrival  of  Lord  Pigot  in 
his  government,  afforded  a  full 
fcope  for  the  exercife  of  his  ability 
in  intrigue.  Although  the  part 
which  they  had  already  taken, 
would  neceffarily  influence  the  con¬ 
duct  of  the  Englifh  prefidency,  in, 
wifhmg  or  endeavouring  to  Sup¬ 
port  or  confirm  their  own  former 
adl,  he  thought  it,  however,  pru¬ 
dent  to  interefl  them  flill  more 
deeply,  in  the  meafure  of  fecuring 
to  him  in  perpetuity  the  pofTeffion 
of  the  kingdom  of  Tanjour.  He 
accordingly  borrowed  vafl  fums  of 
money  from  feveral  members  of  the 
council,  and  fome  others,  vvhofe 
weight  and  influence  he  thought 
might  be  neceffary  towards  the 
completion  ofhisfcheme,  and,  is 
faid,  dire&Iy  or  indirectly,  to  have 
mortgaged  the  revenues  of  Tanjour 
to  them,  as  a  fecurity  both  for  the 
principal,  and  for  a  prodigious  in¬ 
terefl:  arifing  on  it,  which  amount¬ 
ed  annually  to  near  one  third  of 
the  original  debt.  To  provide 
againft  the  woril  that  might  hap¬ 
pen,  befides  the  pillage  of  the. 
[G]  2  Rajah’s 
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Rajah’s  treafufes  and  perfonal  ef¬ 
fects,  and  the  feiznre  of  his  reve¬ 
nues,  the  country  was  ft  ripped  as 
bare  as  it  could  poffibly  admit, 
without  the  total  ruin  of  the  peo¬ 
ple,  and  the  immediate  deflruc- 
tion  of  their  agriculture  and  com¬ 
merce. 

Lord  Pi  got  arrived  in  his  go¬ 
vernment  about  the  latter  end  of 
the  year  1775.  As  we  ihall  avoid 
enteiing  into  the  difputes  between 
him  and  the  .majority  of  his  coun¬ 
cil,  anv  farther  than  is  immedi- 
ately  neceftary  for  condoling  our 
narrative,  much  lets  Iff  all  we  en¬ 
quire  into  the  merits  of  thole  ques¬ 
tions  which  were  fo  violently  agi¬ 
tated  between  them,  and  which 
produced  the  extraordinary  confe- 
quences  that  followed. 

It  will  be  fufficient  to  observe, 
that  notwdthftanding  the  previous 
meafures  which  had  been  taken, 
and  the  violent  oppofition  he  ex¬ 
perienced,  Lord  Pigot  fucceeded 
fo  far  in  the  execution  of  his  com- 
ibifhon,  as  to  reftore-  the  King  of 
Tar; jour  to  the  poffeftion  of  his 
ancient  and  hereditary  dominions. 
This  meafure,  however,  fee  ms  to 
have  procured  him  the  mortal  en¬ 
mity  of  the  Nabob  and  his  fon, 
and  the  moft  determined  oppofition 
within  his  government.  In  con- 
fequence  of  this  oppofition,  he 
was  thwarted  and  over-ruled  in 
every  meafure  by  the  majority  of 
the  council,  who  were  fupported 
and  {Lengthened  by  the  dangerous 
power  lodged  in  the  hands  of  the 
commander  in  chief  of  the  forces. 
The  difputes  grew  hotter  from  day 
today.  And  the  cabals  with  the 
Nabob  grew  clofer  and  defer.  It 

O 

was  of  the  greateft  moment  to  fend 
a  proper  officer  to  Tanjour,  The 
oppofition  part  of  the  council  fir  ft 
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agreed  with  the  Governor  on  th€ 

O 

meafure,  and  the  deftgnation  of 
the  perfon.  They  foon  changed 
their  mind  about  the  latter.  They 
infilled,  that  being  the  majority 
of  the  council,  they  had  a  right  to 
do  all  things,  netwdtKftanding  the 
d-ifient  of  the  Governor.  He  con¬ 
tended, ‘that  the  Governor  was  a 
neceftary  part  in  every  legal  and 
orderly  aft  of  government.  Lord 
Pi  pot  finding  that  he  could  not 
bind  them  to  any  plan  j  and  that, 
as  he  affirmed,  they  were  actuated 
by  no  other  principle  than  that  of 
traverftng  all  his  endeavours  for 
carrying  the  orders  of  the  com¬ 
pany  into  execution,  he  took  a 
ftrong  and  bold  meafure,.  and 
having  put  the  queftion,  carried 
the  fufpenfion  of  two  of  the  coun¬ 
cil  by  his  own  calling  vote.'  We 
call  it  a  ftrong  meafuie,  for  whe¬ 
ther  it  be  Hr i fitly  legal  is  not  yet 
determined.  By  his  fupreme  au¬ 
thority  in  the  fortrefs,  he  alio,  for 
fimilar  difobedience,  put  under  an 
arreft  Sir  Robert  Fletcher  the  com¬ 
mander  in  chief  of  the  forces. 

A  violent  outcry  was  imme¬ 
diately  raifed  by  the  fecluded  mem¬ 
bers  again  ft  this  .a fit,  as  tending;  to 
give  the  Governor  an  arbitrary 
power  by  the  annihilation  of  the 
council  appointed  toaffiftor  to  con- 
troul  him.  But  they  were  refolved 
not  to  rely  on  argument  or  debate  ; 
or  to  wait  the  decifion  of  the  com¬ 
pany  on  the  controverted  pointy 
They  formed  with  great  fecrecy  a 
plot  for  fecuring  the  perfon  of  the 
Prefident,  and  for  effe filing  a  revo¬ 
lution  in  the  lettlement  which 
fhouid  put  the  power  entirely  into 
their  own  hands.  In  confequence 
of  the  arreft  laid  tipoa  Sir  Robert 
Fletcher,  Colonel  Stuart,  ofcourfe* 
fucceeded  to  the  immediate  com¬ 
mand 
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znand  of  the  forces.  Though  this 

£» 

gentleman  was  in  the  highell  Hate 
of  intimacy  and  apparent  friend- 
fh i p  with  che  Governor,  he  not- 
withftanding  entered  deeply  into 
the  views  of  the  fufpended  mem¬ 
bers  and  their  powerful  adherents, 
who  had  altogether  formed  the 
abovementioned  fcheme,  under  the 
indigation  and  direction,  as  it  is 
faid,  of  the  Nabob  and  his  fon, 
for  violently  feizing  Lord  Pigot’s 
perfon,  and  depofing  him  with 
equal  violence  from  his  govern¬ 
ment. 

The  throwing  of  the  whole  Bri- 
tilh  military  weight  into  the  fame 
l'cale  with  the  Nabob,  his  fon, 
army,  and  a  majority  of  the  civil 
power,  rendered  the  fate  of  the 
Governor  inevitable.  To  carry 
the  plot  into  execution,  it  was  ne- 
celTary  to  induce  him  to  go  out  of 
the  garrifon,  as  any  military  vio¬ 
lence  offered  to  his  perfon  within 
the  precin&s  of  the  fortrefs,  would 
involve  the  aCtors  in  the  fevere 
penalties  of  the  mutiny  laws.  The 
Colonel,  well  aware  of  this  cir- 
cumffance,  with  a  degree  of  ad- 
drefs,  which,  however  it  may  do 
credit  to  his  ability  in  point  of 
dratagem,  on  other  accounts,  can 
hardly  admit  of  piaife,  or  even  of 
excufe,  inveigled  him  to  quit  that 
fituation,  which  could  alone  afford 
him  protection  and  fecunty.  Hav¬ 
ing  paffed  the  fore  part  of  the  day 
with  Lord  Pigoton  the  molt  friend- 
ly  terms,  the  exceflive  heat  of  the 
weather  afforded  an  opportunity  in 
the  evening,  for  perfuading  him  to 
go  for  the  night  to  a  villa,  appro¬ 
priated  to  the  ufe  of  the  Governors, 
whither,  as  an  inducement,  the 
Colonel  invited  himfelf  to  accom- 


.  ,  nany  him.  In  the  way, 

Aug.  24th,  h  7  r  , 
b  T  they  were  lurrounaed, 

j  ^  0  ^ 

‘ '  as  had  been  concei  ted, 


by  an  officer  and  party  of  feapoys, 
both  in  the  company’s  ferviee ; 
w’hen,  under  the  aufpices,  and  the 
immediate  hands,  of  his  late  com¬ 
panion  and  gued,  he  was  thruft 
out  of  his  chaife,  with  circumdances 
of  not  lefs  rudenefs  than  violence, 
and  carried  prifoncr  to  a  place  call¬ 
ed  the  Mount, nvhere  he  was  placed 
under  a  ftrong  military  guard,  and 
confined  in  the  drifted  manner. 

In  this  fituation,  his  life  feems 
for  fome  time  to  have  been  in  fucli 
imminent  danger,  that  the  only 
objefl  of  furprize  at  this  didance 
is,  how  he  could  poffibly  have 
efcaped  it.  Public  orders  in  wri¬ 
ting,  figned  by  the  principal  lead¬ 
ers  of  the  confpiracy,  were  imme¬ 
diately  iffued  to  the  guard  at  the 
Mount,  by  which  in  dan  t  death 
was  to  be  the  confequence  of  any 
attempt  towards  a  refeue  of  his 
perfon.  The  Nabob’s  fon,  who 
was  not  expeCted  to  be  capable  of 
hefitating  at  any  aCt  ufual  in  foch 
cafes  among  eaffern  politicians, 
had  a  powerful  army  fpread  all 
over  the  country  :  it  was  even  faid 
by  Lord  Pigot’s  friends,  that  he 
had  before  made  attempts  to  pro¬ 
cure  his  affaffination  ;  and  evidence 
has  been  given,  by  the  party  on 
whom  the  attempt  was  fuppofed  to 
be  made,  that  he  had  offered  great 
rewards  to  a  Britifh  officer  in  his 
ferviee  for  the  accomplifnment  of 
that  purpofe. 

However  this  may  be,  an  extra¬ 
ordinary  aCt  of  refolution,  and 
very  drong  exertion  of  great  natu¬ 
ral  fortitude  in  a  mod  trying  and 
perilous  fituation,  feems  too  evi¬ 
dently,  in  one  in  dance,  to  have 
been  the.  means  of  prefervmg  his 
life.  He  was  awaked  in  the  dead 
of  night,  by  the  arrival  of  an  officer 
✓with  a  party  of  horfe,  who  brought 
a  peremptory  order  for  his  imme- 

\C]  3  '  diate. 
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ciate  removal  from  the  Mount, 
without  any  fpecification  how  he 
was  to  be  difpofed  of,  or  whither 
he  was  to  be  carried.  In  this 
dreadrul  fituation,  Lord  Pigot  ab¬ 
solutely  refufed  to  quit  the  place, 
in  that  time  and  manner.  He  told 
them,  with  an  undaunted  voice  a$d 
countenance,  that  they  might  mur¬ 
der  him,  or  tear  him  to  pieces,  if 
they  chofe  it  ;  thefe  were  a£ts 
which  he  could  not  prevent;  but 
they  mud  be  done  upon  the  fpot  ; 
for  he  declared,  with  the  utmofi 
vehemence,  that  they  fhould  not 
take  him  alive  from  the  place. 
He  then  appealed  to  the  feelings  of 
the  foldiers ;  reminded  them  of  his 
rank,  of  his  former  a£is,  and  his 
prefen, t  condition  ;  and  called  upon 
them,  whether  as  men,  as  foldiers, 
as  Britons,  or  as  Chriftians,  they 
could  bear  to  lee  him  dragged  away 
to  be  murdered,  in  fo  bafe,  fo 
cowardly,  and  fo  inhuman  a  man¬ 
ner.  It  is  faid,  that  the  counte¬ 
nance,  and  appearances  of  fympa- 
thy  fhewn  by  the  foldiers,  prevent¬ 
ed  the  further  profecution  of  this 
delign. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  confpira- 
tors  and  their  friends  had  polfeffed 
themfelves,  under  a  courfe  of  legal 
forms,  of  all  the  powers  of  go¬ 
vernment.  They  declared,  that 
the  Governor  had,  by  a  breach  of 
fame  bye  laws,  and  by  fome  fai¬ 
lures  in  not  exadlly  complying  with 
all  the  dairies  of  the  regulating 
ad,  forfeited  all  legal  right  and 
authority  to  ad  in  his  fiation  ;  and 
they  accordingly  appointed  their 
principal  leader  to  be  his  fucceffor 
in  the  government.  Notwith- 
fianding  their  former  complaints  of 
Lord  Pigot,  for  fufpending  cer¬ 
tain  members  of  the  council,  they 
-proceeded  to  copy  the>  ad,  which 


they  had  aligned  as  a  reafon  for 
his  being  violently  deprived  of  his 
government,  and  removed  his 
friends  from  the  council.  Both 
parties  fent  confidential  perfons  as 
expreffes  to  England,  the  one  to 
arraign,  and  the  other  to  fupport 
and  juftify  the  late  proceedings. 

Nor  was  the  Nabob  idle,  unpre¬ 
pared,  or  liable  to  furprize.  He 
had  already  provided,  with  his 
ufual  forefight,  for  thofe  contin¬ 
gencies,  which  various  combina¬ 
tions  of  time,  circum fiance,  and 
fituation  might  produce.  He  early 
faw,  that  his  conqueft  of  Tanjour, 
and  his  afcendancy  at  M'adrafs, 
could  be  prodedive  of  no  lafting 
advantages,  unlefs  he  could  efta- 
bhfli  fueh  a  powerful  intereft  in 
England,  as  would  ftamp  upon 
them  a  permanency  and  real  value. 
His  mind  was  comprehenfive 
enough  to  form  the  idea,  or  facile 
enough  to  receive  the  impreffion 
from  others,  of  turning  the  tables, 
for  once,  upon  Europe,  and  of  in¬ 
troducing,  for  the  firfi  time,  eafiern 
intrigues,  into  the  counfels  and  po¬ 
liticks  of  the  wefiern  world.  The 
example  or  public  agency  and  ne- 
gociation  had  already  been  fet  on 
the  one  fide,  and  there  feemed  no 
reafon  why  it  fhould  not  be  adopted 
on  the  other,  whenever  particular 
circumfiances  rendered  it  neceffary. 
He  had  accordingly,  fome  confi- 
derable  time  before,  appointed  an 
agent  or  minifier  to  manage  and 
conduit  his  affairs  in  England  ; 
with  the  artful  and  politic  caution, 
of  not  making  a  public  difplay  or 
avowal  of  his  powers,  until  fuch 
circumfiances  fhould  occur,  as  ren¬ 
dered  it  neceffary  to  bring  them 
into  aition.  This  agent  was  likely 
to  have  the  more  weight,  as  being 
a  fubjeit  of  Great  Britain,  and 


HISTORY  OF  EUROPE.  [103 


employed  alfo  on  bufinefs  of  im¬ 
portance,  on  the  part  of  the  Go¬ 
vernor-General  of  Bengal. 

It  cannot  but  appear  extraordi¬ 
nary  at  this  diftance,  to  whoever 
confiders  the  nature  and  violence  of 
the  revolution  at  Madrafs,  which 
in  all  royal  governments  could  have 
been  conftrued  into  nothing  lefs 
than  treafon  and  rebellion,  that  it 
fhould  notwithfUnding  have  re¬ 
ceived  the  fa  nation  and  approba¬ 
tion  of  the  Governor  and  council 
of  Bengal.  Such,  however,  is  the 
fadl ;  and  this  circumftance  has  af¬ 
forded  a  colourable  ground  of  ar¬ 
gument  to  the  friends  of  the  gen¬ 
tlemen  at  Madrafs,  in  the  defence 
or  exculpation  of  the  conduft  of 
the  prevailing  fa&ion.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  Mayor  and  his 
court  at  the  latter  place,  together 
with  the  greater  part  of  the  Britilh 
inhabitants,  including  even  thofe 
who  exercifed  various  offices  in  the 
feveral  departments  of  government 
or  juftice,  declared  loudly  and 
openly  againft  the  violence  and  in¬ 
jury  offered  to  their  governor,  and 
with  a  fpirit  and  refoiution,  which 
muft  ever  reflect  honour,  when 
founded  upon  principle,  aferibed 
without  referve,  their  obedience  to, 
or  acting  under,  the  pre'.ent  fyftem 
of  power,  merely  to  their  deiire  of 
preferving  order  and  peace  in  the 
fettlement,  and  not  by  any  means 
as  admitting  or  acknowledging  its 
judice  or  legality. 

The  account  of  this  revolution, 
excited  great  fgrprize  and  indig¬ 
nation  in  the  company  in  general. 
Whilft  almoft  all  perfons,  whether 
included  in  that  body  or  not,  felt 
the  utmoft  commiferation  for  the 
deplorable  fituation  of  Lord  Pigot, 
whofe  fate  people  in  general  were 
apt  to  confider  as  fixed  and  irrevo¬ 


cable.  The  friends  of  the  pre- 
fiding  faction  at  Madrafs,  and  of 
the  Nabob,  were,  however,  nu¬ 
merous  and  aftive.  What  appeared 
to  many  more  furprifing,  the 
weight  of  government  leaned  to 
that  fide. 

In  the  court  of  direflors,  the 
numbers  were  in  the  beginning 
pretty  equal  on  each  fide.  It  is 
to  be  obferved,  that  few  went  fo 
far  as  entirely  to  juftify  the  late 
tranfadlions  in  all  their  parts  ;  but 
thofe  who  fupported  that  fide  of 
the  queftion,  as  they  condemned  in 
the  ftrongeft  terms  Lord  Pigot’s 
conduct,  which  they  charged  with 
violence  and  irregularity  in  many 
inftances,  but  particularly  in  the 
fufpenfion  of  two  members  of  the 
council,  and  the  arreft  of  the  com¬ 
mander  in  chief,  contended  from 
thence,  that  the  fubfequent  mea- 
fures  adopted  by  the  majority  of 
the  council,  became  in  part,  if  not 
in  the  whole,  indifpenfably  ne- 
ceffary  for  the  prefervation  of  the 
fettlement.  That  by  his  ill-treat¬ 
ment  of  the  Nabob,  he  had  greatly 
endangered  the  company’s  affairs 
on  the  coaft.  That  all  matters  of 
form,  and  leffer  confiderations, 
mull:  give  way  to  the  common, 
fafety,  in  cafes  of  extreme  danger. 
That  the  reftoration  of  the  King 
of  Tanjour,  was  in  it! elf  an  im¬ 
prudent  and  unwife  meafure.  That 
if  it  had  been  even  otherwife,  at 
the  time  of  the  determination  in 
England,  the  diftance  of  time  and 
place,  and  the  changes  which  af¬ 
fairs  neceffarily  underwent  in  the 
interval,  rendered  the  majority  of 
the  council  at  Madrafs  much  better 
judges  of  the  propriety  or  impro¬ 
priety  of  carrying  the  meafure  into 
execution,  than  the  company  at 
home  could  poffibly  be  fuppofed. 
[GJ  4  They 
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They  concluded,  by  defending  to 
throw  the  fouleil  afperfions  on  Lord 
Pigot’s  character,  and  by  attribut¬ 
ing  his  conduft,  relative  to  the 
Rajah,  to  thofe  unworthy  motives, 
which,  though  not  in  the  leall 
fupported,  as  againft  him,  it  mull 
be  confeffed,  have  had  upon  many 
occafions,  too  great  an  influence 
upon  public  traniadlions  in  India. 
But  it  was  obvious,  that  the  con¬ 
duct  of  his  adverfaries  might  at 
leall  as  naturally  be  attributed  to 
the  fame  caufe ;  elpecially  as  Lord 
Pigot  had  abted  in  obedience  to 
111 s  diredt  orders. 

On  the  other  fide,  they  infilled 
upon  the  juftice,  the  policy,  and 
the  wifdom,  of  the  reftoration  of 
the  King  of  Tanjour.  it  was  the 
deliberate,  and  in  a  greater  degree 
than  ufual,  unanimous  ait  of  the 
company.  The  relolution  for  that 
meafure  had  been  carried  by  the 
votes  of  feventeen  directors ;  it  was 
confirmed  and  ratified  by  the  com¬ 
pany  at  large.  '1  here  would  be  at 
once  an  end  to  their  jurifdiclion, 
authority,  and  government,  if 
their  fervants  were  admitted  to 
examine  the  propriety  or  their 
public  ads,  to  rejed  or  obey  them 
as  they  thought  proper  ;  and  to 
degrade,  confine,  or  aiTafiinate, 
thofe  perfons  whom  they  appointed 
to  fuperintend,  controul,  and  cor¬ 
ned,  the  condud  of  thefe  very 
servants,  and  to  whom  they  had 
entruiled  the  execution  of  public 
mea feres  of  the  greateft  import¬ 
ance.  This  condud  was  rendered 
fill  more  alarming,  though  not 
more  atrocious,  by  the  late  ex- 
f raordinnry.  and  dangerous  inter¬ 
ference  of  the  military  in  the  civil 
government. 


It  feerned  as  if  their 


pops 


had  hid  the  condud  of  the 


GISTER,  1777. 

pretorian  bands  before  them  as  a 
model,  and  intended  to  create  or 
deferoy  governors  or  commanders, 
as  the  others  had  done  emperors. 
Perhaps,  fa  id  they,  their  next  ex¬ 
ploit  may  be,  the  fetting  up  of  the 
prefidency  o  Madrafs  to  thehigheft 
bidder,  indeed,  it  cauld  afford  no 
extraordinary  degree  of  furprize 
now,  if  it  fhould  be  difeovered, 
that  all  the  fetdements  on  that 
cqafl  were  put  up  to  fale. 

They  faid,  that  the  company 
had  no  danger  to  apprehend  on  the 
ccaft  of  Coromandel,  but  what 
arofe  from  the  overgrown  power 
and  wealth  of  the  Nabob,  and. 
from  the  afcendency  which,  by 
unfair  and  unworthy  means,  he 
had  obtained  over  thecondudlof 
their  fervants.  The  caufes  and 
effedls  on  both  fides  played  into 
each  other.  He  had  obtained  un¬ 
due  power  and  wealth  through  the 
fault  of  their  fervants,  and  that 
power  and  wealth  enabled  him  to 
confirm  and  enlarge  the  fyftem  of 
corruption  which  he  had  already 
too  fuccefsfully.  eftablifhed.  They 
infilled,  that  it  was  the  true  in- 
tereft  of  the  company,  to  airoref 
every  pofiible  protection  and  en¬ 
couragement,  to  the  hor.eft,  harm- 
lefs,  and  indullriou's  race  of  Gen- 
toos,  and  to  fupport,  at  every  rifque 
and  expence,  their  mild  and  inof- 
fenfive  governments,  a  gain  ft:  the 
tyranny,  rapacity,  and  cruelty,  of 
the  lazy,  in  foie  nt,  and  treacherous 
Mahometans.  It  was  to  the  unre¬ 
mitting  induilry  of  the  former,  that 
we  owed  all  the  advantages  which 
we  derived  from  India.  The  Mo¬ 
guls,  were  in  reality  only  to  be 
conlidered  as  lawiels  bands  of 
plundering  Tartars,  who  had  for 
ievcral  ages  ravaged  the  fin  ell 

countries. 
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countries,  and  rioted  in  the  fpoils 
of  the  molt  indultrious  people  upon 
She  face  of  the  earth. 

The  King  of  Tanjour,  they  faid, 
was  an  ufeful  and  faithful  ally. 
His  prefervation  was  entwined 
with  our  own  fecurity,  as  he  was 
the  only  check  which  the  country 
afforded,  upon  the  rifing  power 
and  daring  ambition  of  the  Nabob. 
Our  fidelity,  juiiice,  and  kindnefs 
to  him,  would  have  gained  the 
confidence  and  affedions  of  all  the 
natural  princes  of  the  cou ntry  ;  and 
we  ihould  thereby  have  eilablifhed 
on  the  fpot,  and  independent  of 
any  exertion  on  our  fide,  a  counter- 
poife  to  the  reftlefs  ambition,  and 
in  fa  date  rapacity  of  the  Moguls. 
But  by  the  injustice,  of  not  .only 
betraying  our  ally  into  the  har  ds 
of  his  enemy,  but  becoming  prin¬ 
cipal  adors  in  his  deilruclion,  and 
fliarers  in  his  Spoil,  we  have  totally 
changed'the  profped ;  and  inhead 
of  friendship,  a  general  confede¬ 
racy  of  the  Marattces,  and  other 
warlike  Gentoo  tribes  againfl  us, 
is  what  we  have  every  reaSon  to 
exped  ;  nor  would  it  be  a  matter 
of  wonder,  if,  foegetting  for  the 
time  all  other  refentments,  they 
fhould,  one  day,  even  join  the 
Nabob,  to  punilh  our  injultice  and 
peril d y .  In  tnefe  circumstances, 
they  faid,  the  only  right  and  wife 
policy  for  the  company  to  purfue, 
was  to  ad  juitly  ;  to  fhevv  the 
world  that  her  faith  and  integrity 
were  inviolate  ;  and  to  convince 
the  eaftern  nations,  by  her  conduct 
to  the  king  of  Tanjour,  that  how¬ 
ever  venality  and  corruption  might 
have  laid  hold  on  feme  of  her  Ser¬ 
vants,  flic  was  in  herfelf  pure,  and 
incapable  of  receiving  any  taint  of 
that  nature. 

3  . 


I  Jiefe  tranfadions  having  been 
laid  before  the  pro-  *«•  ,  , 

prietors  at  their  quar-  ^arc^ 
terly  general  court,  J/77* 
a  resolution  was  agreed  upon,  and 
afterwards  confirmed  on  a  ballot, 
by  a  majority  of  382,  to  140  pro¬ 
prietors,  recommending  to  the 
court  of  diredors,  to  take  the 
moil:  effedual  meafures,  for  re- 
iloring  Lord  Pigot  to  the  full 
exercife  of  the  powers  veiled  in 
him  by  the  company,  as  Governor 
and  Prefident  of  the  fettlement  of 
Madrafs  ;  *  and  for  enquiring  into 
the  condud  of  the  principal  actors 
in  his  imprifonment,  and  in  dif- 
pofTefliiig  him  of  the  exercife  of  the 
legal  powers  wherewith  he  was 
invested. 

In  confeqecnce  of  this  refolu- 
tion,  feveral  others  were 
foon  after  paired  in  the 
court  of  diredors,  by  which  Lord 
Pigot  was  restored  to  the  full 
exercife  of  the  ofHce  and  powers 
from  which  he  had  been  degraded  ; 
his  four  friends,  who  had  been, 
ejeded  from  the  council,  were 
reinflated;  a  refolution  was  palled, 
that  feven  members  of  the  council, 
including  the  commander  in  chief 
of  the  forces,  had  violently  fub- 
verted  the  government  by  a  mili¬ 
tary  force  ;  thefe  feven  members 
were  accordingly  fufpended  from 
the  Company’s  lervice,  and  cut  ofF 
from  any  other  means  of  restora¬ 
tion,  than  the  immediate  ad  of  the 
diredors.  A  new  council  was 
appointed,  in  which  Mr.  Rumbold, 
who  was  to  fucceed  Lord  Pigot, 
was  to  hold  the  Second  place,  du¬ 
ring  the  remainder  of  his  admi¬ 
nistration,  and  a  new  commander 
of  the  forces,  the  third  place. 
The  four  ejeded  and  restored 

member* 
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members  of  the  former  council, 
were  admitted  to  feats  in  the 
prefer. t.  The  court  of  dire&ors 
alfo  pa  {fed  a  vote  of  cenfure  upon 
Lord  Bigot’s  condud,  which,  they 
declared,  appeared  in  feveral  in¬ 
stances  to  be  reprehenftble. 

Notwithstanding  the  cenfure  up¬ 
on  Lord  Pigotin  thefe  refolutions, 
and  that  they  were  only  carried  by 
a  calling  vote  in  the  Court  of 
Directors,  the  friends  of  that  no¬ 
bleman,  as  well  as  the  oppugners 
in  general,  of  the  presiding  party, 
and  late  proceedings  in  Madrals, 
were  now  fatisfied,  that  they  had 
gained  a  decifive,  if  not  complete 
viftory.  The  vaft  majority  of 
proprietors  which  had  appeared,  on 
their  lide  in  the  late  ballot,  notwiths¬ 
tanding  the  apparent  efforts  of 
adminiilration,  in  conjundion  with 
the  parties  who  were  immediately 
concerned  agasnft  them,  feemed, 
not  only  to  afford  a  moral  cer¬ 
tainty,  that  the  prefent  refolutions 
would  be  carried  into  effed,  but 
a  reafonable  degree  of  probability, 
that  the  bufinefs  would  no  longer 

be  controverted. 

They,  however,  found  therrs- 
felves  miftaken.  All  poflible  im¬ 
pediments  were  thrown  in  the  way, 
to  retard,  clog,  or  embarrafs  the 
bufinefs  in  the  Court  of  Diredors. 
The  inftrudions  which  were  in¬ 
tended  to  accompany  the  refolu¬ 
tions  to  India,  were  fo  operoie, 
perplexed,  and  voluminous,  ana 
afforded  fo  much  room  for  alter¬ 
cation  and  difcuffion,  that  the  mam 
fubjea  feemed  in  fome  degree  to 
be  loft  or  forgotten,  during  the 
toil  and  vexation  of  clearing  the 
rubbifh  in  which  it  was  involved. 
Nor  were  the  oppoitte  parties  role. 
The  friends  of  the  Nabob,  as  well 
as  thole  of  the  ruling  party  at 
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Madiais,'  made  profelytes  to  their 
opinion  ;  and  were  preparing  to 
fhe^*  that  they  had  not  yet  ex- 
haufted  all  their  resources. 

In  this  courfe  of  things,  a  gen¬ 
tleman  who  profeffed  to  tread  only 
upon  amicable  ground,  with  the 
laudable  intention  of  pleafmg  all 
parties,  and  reconciling  all  diffe¬ 
rences,  moved  three  refolutions, 
which  he  feemed  to  think  would 
fully  anfwer  thefe  deferable  pur- 
pofes.  By  the  firfl  of  thefe,  after 
reprobating  the  treatment  which 
Lord  Bigot  had  met  with,  and 
affording  him  the  mockery  of  a 
temporary  reiteration  to  his  go¬ 
vernment,  without  any  power  of 
admg  in  it,  he  was  ordered  im¬ 
mediately  home,  for  an  enquiry 
into  his  conduct.  By  the  fecond, 
his  friends  in  the  council  were 
ordered  home.  And  by  the  third, 
the  whole  body  of  his  enemies 
were  likewife  recalled. 

Although  thefe  proportions  were 
at  fir  ft  laughed  at,  and  treated  as 
too  incongruous  and  abfurd,  to 
merit  ferious  argument  or  refuta¬ 
tion,  it  was  foon  found  that  they 
were  powerfully  fupported,  and 
intended  ferioufly  to  dilarm,  or 
render  nugatory,  the  former  refo¬ 
lutions.  Some  change  had  taken 
place  in  the  dire&ion,  and  a  new 
p  reft  dent  was  placed  at  its  head, 
m  confequence  of  the  late  eledion 
at  the  India  Houfe.  All  the 
qaeftiofs  preparatory  to  the  main 
propositions,  were  carried  in  dif¬ 
ferent  courts  by  conftderable  ma- 
j 01  i ties .  At  length,  adminiftra- 
tion  having,  as  it  is  Laid,  exerted 
all  its  weight  and  influence,  in 
bringing  up  the  fervants  and  de¬ 
pendents  of  government  from  every 
part  of  the  kingdom,  to  fupport 
the  grand  queition  in  favour  of 
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the  three  refoiutions,  it  was  car- 
,  .  ried  upon  a  ballot  by  a 

ay  9*  majority  of  97,  the  num¬ 
bers  being  4.14,  to  317,  who  op- 
pofed  the  recall  oF  Lord  Pigot. 
The  lookers-on  flood  attonifhed  at 
this  ftrange  revolution  in  the  opi¬ 
nions  and  order  of  the  Company. 

This deci non  in  thte  India  Houfe, 
induced  a  gentleman,  who  has  long 
been  diftinguifned  lor  his  great 
knowledge  of  the  affairs  of  the 
Company,  and  the  very  adlive, 
though  generally  unfuccefsful  part, 
which  he  has  for  feveral  years 
taken  in  its  public  tran  factions,  to 
bring  the  bufinefs  before  a  higher 
tribunal.  Governor  Johnftonc, 
moved  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
for  feveral  refoiutions,  upon 
which,  if  carried,  he  in¬ 
tended  to  found  a  bill  for  the  bet¬ 
ter  fecuring  our  fettlcments  in  the 
Ball  Indies.  The  refoiutions  went 
to  a  ftrong  approbation  of  Lord 
Pigot’s  condudt  as  governor  ;  to  a 
confirmation  of  thofe  late  adts  of 
the  Company,  which  had  been 
either  pafTed  in  his  favour,  or  in 
condemnation  of  the  conduct  of 
the  fadtion  at  Madrafs  ;  and  to 
annul  the  refolution  for  his  recall. 

This  bufmefs  was  warmly  taken 
up  by  the  oppofitiorl,  and  the  more 
vigorioufly  fupported,  that  iuch  of 
the  feceding  gentlemen,  as  kill 
continued  in  town,  had  of  late  at¬ 
tended  the  bufmefs  of  the  Houfe, 
and  were  now  prefent.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  framer  of  the  refo¬ 
iutions  in  queftion,  with  the  Pre¬ 
sident  of  the  India  Company,  and 
others  of  thofe  who  had  the  prin¬ 
cipal  (bare  in  their  fupport  and 
determination,  were  alfo  prefent ; 
fo  that  the  Houfe  feemed  to  be 
in  the  fulleft  pofiible  polfefiion 
of  the  fubjedl.  The  motion  was 
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ftrongly  oppofed  by  the  friends  of 
adminillration,  though  moll  of  the 
principals  were  upon  this  occafiori 
abfent.  On  the  other  fide,  the 
moil  celebrated  fpeakers  of  the 
oppofition  were  on  this  day  parti¬ 
cularly  diftinguifhed  ;  and  one 
gentleman  excited  fuc’n  fudden  and 
extraordinary  burlls  of  approba¬ 
tion,  as  were  not  warranted  by  the 
ufual  pradlice  of  that  Houfe. 

It  was  infilled,  in  oppofition  to 
the  motion,  that  Lord  Pigot  had 
been  guilty  of  a  breach  of  the  late 
regulating  ,a£l ;  that  his  condudl 
was  reprehenfible  in  other  refpedls; 
that  the  Seizure  and  confinement 
of  that  nobleman,  and  the  total 
fubverfion  of  all  legal  government 
by  the  majority  of  the  council, 
were  alfo  matters  highly  reprehen¬ 
fible,  and  deferving  of  the  utmoll 
cenfure  ;  that  in  fuch  circum- 
ftances,  when  charges  were  made, 
and  faults  mull  be  acknowledged 
on  all  fides,  nothing  could  be 
more  right  and  equitable,  than  to 
bring  all  the  parties  to  England, 
where  only,  a  juft  and  impartial 
enquiry  into  their  condudl  could 
take  place.  That  by  reinftating 
Lord  Pigot  in  his  government,  the 
authority  of  the  Company,  and 
the  dignity  of  government,  would 
be  fully  eftabliihed  and  fupported  : 
but  that  as  he  had  already  abufed 
the  truft  repofed  In  him,  and  been 
guilty  of  manifeft  violations  of  the 
conftitution  of  the  Company,  his 
immediate  removal  was  equally  juft 
and  neceftary.  That  befides,  it 
would  be  highly  cruel,  as  well  as 
impolitic,  in  the  prefent  ftate  of 
feud  and  animofity  between  the 
contending  parties,  to  place  Lord 
Pigot  in'a  fituation,  which  would 
throw  thofe,  whom  he  confidered 
as  his  mortal  enemies^,  naked  and 

defencelefs 
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defencelefs  into  bis  hands,  and  to 
lie  entirely  at  his  mercy.  That 
however  great  and  excellent  his 
char  after  might  be,  Suppofing  it 
even  all  that  had  been  represented 
on  the  other  fide,  that  was  a  trial 
loo  great  for  humanity ;  it  was 
a  fltuation  in  which  no  wife  man 
would  with  himfelf  involved. 

They  laid,  that  the  wit  which 
had  been  difplayed  in  turning  the 
late  resolutions  and  the  conduft  of 
the  Company,  into  ridicule,  was 
as  i’ll  placed,  and  as  improperly 
applied,  as  the  theatrical  applaufe 
which  it  produced  was  irregular 
and  indecent.  That  the  prefi- 
dency  of  Madrafs  having  fallen 
into  violent  and  inveterate  faftions, 
r.o  good  could  poffibly  be  expefted 
from  them  ;  but  on  the  contrary, 
every  fpecies  of  evil,  which  neg¬ 
ligence,  the  blindne/s  of  pafflon, 
or*  the  inveteracy  of  defiga  were 
capable  of  producing,  mult  be  the 
inevitable  con  Sequences  to  the 
Company’s  affairs  of  fuch  a  govern¬ 
ment.  That  iffthefe  circumitances, 
the  recalling  of  all  the  parties, 
in  dead  of  bding  treated  as  an  object 
of  ridicule,  ffiould  be  coniidered  as 
an  aft  of  the  higheft  wifdom  ; 
and  indeed  the  only  prudent  means 
now  left  of  reitoring  order  to  the 
Settlement.  That  with  all  thefe 
motives.  Lord  Pigot’s  affiilance 
here,  and  even  his  evidence,  would 
be  nece fiery  towards  the  enquiry 
which  mull  indifpenfablv  be  made 
into  the  late  tranfaftions ;  and  if 
it  was  found  that  he  was  injured, 
this  country  was  always  poffeffed 
of  Sufficient  means,  and  never 
wanted  the  inclination,  to  afford 
eq uivalen f  for  lofs,  or  recompence 
/or  Service.  They  concluded,  by 
t: eating  the  dangerous  power  and 
influence  attributed  to  the  LL.bob, 


as  entirely  chimerical ;  and  on  the 
contrary,  deferibing  him  as  a  poor 
dependent  prince,  equally  inca¬ 
pable  of  acquiring  influence  in 
Madrafs  and  in  England  ;  he  had 
neither  power  nor  wealth,  to  in¬ 
fluence  or  to  bribe;  and  all  that 
had  been  reprefented  of  his  arts 
and  intrigues,  of  the  effefts  pro¬ 
duced  by  his  agents  or  ambaffadors, 
whether  here  or  in  India,  were 
faid  to  be  equally  unfounded,  and 
to  rife  only  from  the  ideal  con- 
jeftures,  or  the  malicious  fug- 
geftions,  of 'ill-informed,  or  iil- 
defigning  men. 

On  the  other  fide,  the  charges 
againft  Lord  Pigot  were  contro- 
verted,  and  his  conduft  juflined. 
The  difputed  refolutions  were  turn¬ 
ed  to  every  poffible  point  of  ri¬ 
dicule,  and  treated  as  the  moil 
heterogeneous  incoherent  jumble  of 
abfurdity,  that  a  confufed  imagi¬ 
nation,  and  troubled  brain,  had 
ever  generated.  They  infilled, 
that  the  Nabob,  through  the  ope¬ 
ration  of  his  agency,  had  obtained 
a  moil  dangerous  and  corrupt  in¬ 
fluence  here,  as  well  as  in  Madrafs. 
That  government  had  been  brought 
over  to  efpoufe  the  iniquitous  cauie 

of  the  faction  there,  and  to  enter 

*  . 

deeply  into  the  views  of  that  am¬ 
bitious  prince.  By  this  means  a 
faftion  had  been  railed  among  the 
proprietors,  who  were  influenced 
from  motives  of  immediate  conve¬ 
nience,  to  endanger  their  own  in- 
tereils  in  the  Company;  thus  was 
the  honour  of  a  tried  and  able 
Servant,  and  the  rights  of  a  faithful 
ally,  to  be  facrificed  to  the  meaneit, 
bafeil,  and  moil  ignoble  objefts. 
For  this,  they  faid,  it  was,  that 
the  remotefl  dock-yards  were  ftript 
of  their  inhabitants,  and  the  alarm 
bell  was  rung,  to  call  the  friends 
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of  government  from  every  part  of 
England  together,  in  order  to  carry 
a  queilion  in  the  India  Houfe  ; 
and  for  this  purpofe,  were  noble 
Lords,  and  others,  high  in  office, 
feen  at  the  head  of  their  refpedive 
trains  of  dependents,  whom  they 
led  to  vote  in  Leadenhall-ftreet. 
If  it  be  affied,  what  great  na¬ 
tional  objedt  was  in  view  to  occa- 
flon  this  extraordinary  exertion  of 
government,  it  may  well  aftonifh 
thofe  who  are  unacquainted  with 
fuch  tranfadions  to  be  informed, 
that  the  only  often fible  motive  was 
to  carry  a  foolifh,  but  unjuft  and 
dangerous  resolution,  whereby  Lord 
Pigot,  who  had  at  the  price  of  the 
lofs  of  his  government,  and  at  the 
utmoft  hazard  of  his  life,  fulfilled 
the  inftrudions  and  defigns  of  the 
Company,  was  to  be  for  a  moment 
reftcred,  immediately  after  moil 
ridicuoufly  degraded,  and  then 
brought  home  under  one  common 

O  , 

charge  of  delinquency  with  thofe 
perfons,  who  had  not  only  rejedled 
the  authority  of  the  Company,  but 
had  totally  fubverted  the  legal  and 
eftablifhed  government,  in  one  of 
its  principal  fettlements.  How 
would  their  aftonifhmenc  increafe 
if  they  difcovered,  that  a  Tartar 
prince  on  thecoaftof  Coromandel, 
with  the  affiftance  of  a  corrupt 
fadlion  of  the  Eaft  India  Company’s 
lervants,  was  the  author,  guide, 
and  director,  of  thefe  extraordinary- 
movements  in  England  ? 

They  reprobated  in'ftrong  terms, 
and  feverely  charged  with  mifehief 
and  ruin  to  the  Company,  the 
meafure  which  had  been  adopted 
by  the  crown,  of  fending  plenipo¬ 
tentiaries,  to  negotiate  and  enter 
into  treaties,  without  its  conceit, 
and  in  violation  of  its  authority, 
with  the  country  powers  in  India. 


They  infilled,  that  the  interference 
of  adminiftration  in  Leaden  hall- 
ftreet  and  in  India,  had  hitherto 
been  equally  ruinous,  and  would 
at  length  prove  equally  fatal,  to 
tiiat  body.  What  they  found  them- 
felves  unable  to  do  in  Leadenhall- 
ftreet,  they  compleated  eftedualiy 
on  the  fpot.  The  diredors  were 
rendered  cyphers  at  home,  when¬ 
ever  they  thought  proper,  or  found 
it  ncceftary,  to  differ  in  ad  or 
opinion  with  adminiftration  ;  or 
their  orders  were  defeated  in  India, 
whenever  they  carried  any  points 
here,  which  were  contrary  to  the 
views  of  the  King’s  lervants. 
Thus  was  the  authority  of  the 
Company  defpifed  and  contemned 
by  its  own  fervants  •  feparate  in- 
terefts  were  formed,  and  fadions 
eftablifhed,  in  all  its  departments ; 
and  thus  it  loft  all  its  former  in¬ 
fluence,  weight  and  refped,  with 
the  different  powers  of  India. 

It  was  laid  to  be  a  new  and  ex¬ 
traordinary  pofltion,  that  the  pre- 
fidency  of  Madrafs  fliould  of  ne- 
ceffity  be  recalled,  becaufe  fome 
fadions  had  broken  cut  in  that 
body.  If  this  dodrine  was  laid 
down  as  a  general  rule  of  pradice, 
which  the  prefent  arguments  went 
to,  all  governors  and  their  councils, 
with  all  bodies  of  men  appointed 
to  the  adminiftration  of  govern¬ 
ment  or  juilice,  in  our  fettlements 
or  colonies  in  every  part  of  the 
world,  muft  be  in  a  continual  ftate 
of  recall  or  annihilation.  The  ap¬ 
pearance  or  pretence  of  fadion 
could  never  be  wanting.  This 
would,  however,  be  a  mod  com¬ 
fortable  dodrine  to  the  Nabob  of 
Arcot,  and  tend  eflentially  to  the 
eft  iblifliment  of  that  power  and 
independence,  to  which  he  was 
making  fuch  hafty  advances.  If 
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any  future  governor  fhould  venture 
to  oppofe  or  controvert  any  of  his 
defigns,  he  was  at  no  lofs  in  know¬ 
ing  how  to  bribe  a  majority  of  his 
council ;  his  treafures  would  always 
procure  fadions,  and  thofe  fadions 
the  immediate  recall,  of  any  perion 
who  was  weak  and  hardy  enough 
to  undertake  fuch  a  government, 
with  the  fmalleft  intention  of  ho- 
neftly  difcharging  the  duties  of  his 
office. 

The  arguments  brought  for  not 
reftoring  Lord  Pigot  from  an  ap- 
prehenfion  of  his  revenge,  vVere 
faid  to  be  of  the  fame  complexion. 
A  governor  was  to  be  illegally, 
cruelly,  and  without  any  adequate 
caufe,  depofed,  imprifoned,  his 
life  threatened,  and  highly  en¬ 
dangered,  by  a  bribed  corrupted 
council,  and  he  was  not  to  be  re- 
ifored,  left  he  fhould  not  then  ufe 
his  power  with  moderation.  Was 
ever  a  more  ridiculous  fyffem 
broached  ?  The  principle  of  doing 
mifchief  is  to  be  maintained,  and 
its  confequences  endured,  left  by 
difarming  the  authors,  and  re¬ 
ftoring  authority  to  its  rightful 
poffeffors,  they  might  chance  to 
exert  it  too  rigidly  on  the  delin¬ 
quents. 

They  obferved  with  great  acri¬ 
mony,  that  moil  of  the  minifters, 
with  the  law  officers  of  the  crown, 
were  fo  fenfible  of  the  ihameful 
nature  of  this  bufmefs,  that  they 
did  not  chufe  to  appear  in  it,  to 
which  only  they  attributed  their 
abfence ;  and  they  exprelled  with 
equal  afperi.ty  their  apprehenfion, 
that  thofe  abfent  fervants  of  the 
crown  had  a  full  perfuafion,  that 
a  fufficient  number,  who  were  not 
troubled  with  thofe  fcruples,  would 
attend  to  do  it  for  them.  Upon 
the  whole  they  conduced,  that  as 


adminiftration  had  taken  fo  open 
and  decided  a  part  in  this  bufinefs, 
and  by  the  energy  and  over-ruling 
influence  of  the  crown,  had  feduced 
a  majority  in  the  Company,  not 
only  to  ad  contrary  to  their  own 
interefts,  and  to  every  principle  of 
juftice,  honour  and  equity,  but 
diredly  to  overturn  and  undo  the 
Company’s  own  ads  at  home,  and 
all  that  had  been  dene,  in  obe¬ 
dience  to  its  inftrudions,  by  its 
fervants  abroad,  the  intervention 
of  parliament,  in  order  to  refeue- 
that  body,  from  the  ruinous  con- 
fequences  of  the  undue  influence 
under  which  it  laboured,  became 
not  only  right  and  proper,  but in- 
difpenfably  neceffary  for  its  pre- 
fervation. 

The  queftion  being  at  length 
put  at  one  o’clock  in  the  morning, 
the  motion  for  the  refolutions  was 
rejeded  upon  a  clofer  divilion 
than  ufual,  the  majority  being 
only  90  to  67. 

Leaving  the  confufions  of  the 
eaft,  we  are  now  to  turn  to  thole 
of  the  weft.  The  great  age,  and 
greater  bodily  infirmities  of  the 
Earl  of  Chatham,  were  not  fuffi¬ 
cient  to  reftrain  his  ardour  in  what 
was  fo  great  a  national  concern, 
and  which  he  confidered  as  fo 
much  mifeonduded.  As  little, 
were  the  difappointments  that  had 
attended  his  former  efforts  in  en¬ 
deavouring  to  bring  about  a  recon¬ 
ciliation  between  the  mother  coun-» 
try  and  her  colonies,  any  more 
than  the  fate  of  all  fi miliar  propo- 
fitions  which  had  been  made  by 
others,  capable  of  deterring  him 
from  the  further  purfuit  of  an 
objed  which  he  evidently  held  fo 
much  at  heart. 

The  Lords  _  being  M 
fummoned  for  the  pur-  ' 
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pofe,  this  nobleman,  moved  for 
anaddrefsto  the  throne,  reprefent- 
ing,  that  they  were  deeply  pene- 
treated  with  the  view  of  impending 
ruin  to  the  kingdom,  from  the 
continuation  of  an  unnatural  war 
againft  the  Britifh  colonies  in  Ame¬ 
rica;  and  advifing,  that  the  moil 
fpeedy  and  effedual  meafures  fhould 
be  taken  for  putting  a  flop  to  fuch 
fatal  hoilili ties,  upon  the  only  juft 
and  folid  foundation,  namely,  the 
removal  of  accumulated  grievances; 
with  an  affurance,  that  the  Houfe 
would  enter  upon  that  great  and 
neceiTary  work  with  chearfulnefs 
and  difpatch,  in  order  to  open  to 
his  Majefty  the  only  means  of  re¬ 
gaining  the  aftedions  of  the  Britilh 
colonies,  and  of  fecuring  to  Great 
Britain  the  commercial  advantages 
of  thofe  valuable  pofteftions ;  fully 
perfuaded,  that  to  heal  and  to  re- 
drefs  would  be  more  congenial  to 
the  gotjdnefs  and  magnanimity  of 
his  Majefty,  and  more  prevalent 
over  the  hearts  of  generous  and 
free-born  fubjeds,  than  the  rigours 
of  chaftifement  and  the  horrors  of 
civil  war,  which  hitherto  had  ferved 
only  to  ftiarpen  refentments  and 
confolidate  union,  and,  if  conti¬ 
nued,  muft  finally  end  in  diftblving 
all  ties  between  Great  Britain  and 
her  colonies. 

In  further  explanation  of  the 
defign  and  purpofe  of  his  motion, 
the  noble  Earl  faid,  that  under  the 
words  accumulated  grievances ,  he 
meant  to  convey,  every  thing 
which  had  pafted  in  parliament  re¬ 
lative  to  America  fmce  the  year 
1763.  That  the  propofal  was 
fpecific.  He  meant  by  it  the  re- 
drefs  of  all  the  American  griev¬ 
ances,  particularly  including  the 
right  of  difpofiug  of  their  own 
money.  He  laid  this  would  be 


the  herald  of  peace  ;  that  it  would 
open  the  way  for  treaty  ;  that 
though  much  muft  ftill  be  left  to  be 
fettled  by  treaty,  this,  by  afford¬ 
ing  a  proof  of  the  fincerity  and 
amicable  difpolition  of  parliament, 
would  remove  the  prefent,  infur- 
mountable  impediments  to  an  ac¬ 
commodation,  when  every  thing 
elfe  would  follow  of  courfe.  He 
particularly  infilled  upon  the  im¬ 
mediate  neceftity  of  adopting  the 
propofed  meafure,  from  the  im¬ 
minent  danger  to  which  in  our  pre¬ 
fent  fituation  we  were  expofed  to 
the  houfe  of  Bourbon.  A  few 
weeks,  he  faid,  might  decide  our 
fate  as  a  nation.  A  treaty  between 
France  and  the  Americans  would 
be  that  final  decifion.  We  fhould 
not  only  lofe  the  immenfe  advan¬ 
tages  which  we  had  derived  from 
the  vaft  and  increafing  commerce 
of  our  colonies,  but  that  com¬ 
merce,  and  all  thofe  advantages, 
would  be  thrown  into  the  hands  of 
our  natural  and  hereditary  enemies. 
He  faid  that  our  ads  of  naviga¬ 
tion  were  already  virtually  re¬ 
pealed  in  confequence  of  this  un¬ 
happy  conteft ;  and  that  however 
grievous  it  was  to  repeat,  and  fatal 
in  the  fad,  the  trade  of  England 
was  now  carried  on  in  French  and 
other  foreign  bottoms.  He  ftated 
the  impradicability  of  conquer¬ 
ing  America,  and  the  ruinous  con- 
fequences  of  the  conqueft  if  it  had 
been  pradicable.  And  he  declared, 
in  that  ftrong  and  emphatic  lan¬ 
guage,  by  which  this  great  ftatef- 
man  and  orator  was  fo  peculiarly 
diftinguifhed,  that  America  was 
contending  with  Great  Britain 
under  a  mafked  battery  of  France, 
which  would  open  upon  this  coun-i 
try,  as  foon  as  fhe  perceived  that 
we  were  fufficiently  weakened  for 
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her  purpofe,  and  found  herfelf 
fufficientiy  prepared  for  war. 

We  have  fo  repeatedly  g'one 
over  all  the  ground  of  debate  re¬ 
lative  to  the  American  con  tell, 
that  it  would  be  needlefs,  if  not 
fuperfluous,  to  enter  particularly 
into  the  prefent.  The  motion 
was  fupported  with  great  elo¬ 
quence  and  ability,  moll  of  the 
powerful  fpeakers  on  the  fide  of 
oppofition  in  the  Houle  of  Lords, 
having  entered  warmly  and  deep¬ 
ly  into  the  debate.  Oh  the  o~ 
ther  fide,  the  Lords  in  adroini- 
fcration  oppofed  it  principally  up¬ 
on  the  fuppofition  or  afiertion, 
that  independency  was  the  pri¬ 
mary  objed  with  the  Americans, 
and  that  their  prefent  oppofition 
was  merely  the  effied  or  a  pre- 
dneditated  delign  of  ieveral  years 
Handing;  that  in  fuch  a  diipofi- 
tion  and  determination  on  their 
fide,  all  concefiion  on  ours*  would 
be  not  only  fruitlefs,  but  ridi¬ 
culous,  degrading,  and  highly  en¬ 
couraging  to  their  rebellious  de- 
figns.  That  fuch  an  in  fiance  of 
meannefs,  and  acknowledgement 
of  weak n el's,  would  equally  draw 
upon  us  the  contempt  of  our 
friends,  and  excite  into  adion 
the  defign  or  malice  of  our  ene¬ 
mies.  They  denied  any  danger 
from  France,  and  that  the  aflif- 
tance  given  to  the  Americans 
proceeded  from  the  court  or  mi- 
nifters;  the  fuppUes  of  arms  and 
military  llores  which  the  Ameri¬ 
cans  received,  and  the  numbers 
of  French  officers  that  ferved  in 
their  armies,  were  attributed  to 
the  fpirit  of  enterprize  in  fid¬ 
dlers,  and  of  avarice  in  mer¬ 
chants.  They  laid,  that  the  pro¬ 
posed  addrefs  arraigned  the  eon- 
dud;  of  the  nation,  and  conde  m  u  - 


ed,  in  the  moft  improper  terms* 
meafures  which  had  repeatedly 
received,  in  the  fulled  manner, 
the  fandion  both  of  parliament 
and  people.  That  the  motion 
held  out  nothing  new,  and  was 
no  more  than  a  repetition  of 
what  had  been  propel cd  by  the 
noble  Earl  himfelf,  as  well  as 
by  two  noble  Dukes,  at  different 
times  in  that  houfe. 

It  will  be  eafily  feen,  that 
fiome  of  thele  arguments  or  pofi- 
tions  a Itorded  fiifficient  room  to 
be  replied  to  or  controverted. 
The  queftion  being  at  length  put 
about  ten  at  night,  Lord  Cha¬ 
tham’s  motion  was  rejeded  upon 
a  dlvifion,  by  a  majority  of  99, 
including  23  proxies,  to  28,  in¬ 
cluding  two  proxies,  who  lupport- 
ed  the  queition. 

The  money  bills,  and  a  vote 
of  credit,  being  now  palled,  the 
feafon  far  advanced,  and  luch 
public  bulinefs  as  it  was  thought 
fitting  to  bring  forward  in  the 
prefent  leffion  dispatched*  a  pro- 
rogation  of  parliament  June  6;h> 
became  a  matter  or  ^ 
courfea  In  the  fpeech  from  the 
throne,  an  entire  approbation  or 
the  eondud  of  parliament,  was 
eXpreffed,  and  thanks  returned 
for  the  unqueftionable  proofs  they 
had  given,  of  the  continuance  of 
their  attachment  to  his  MajefiyL 
perfon  and  government,  of  a  dear 
difeernmsnt  of  the  true  interefts 
of  their  country,  and  of  their 
Heady  perfeverance  in  maintain¬ 
ing  the  rights  of  the  legiflature. 
The  Commons  could  not  be  fuf- 
ficientlv  thanked,  for  the  zeal  and 
public  fpirit  with  Which  they  had 
granted  the  large  and  extraordi¬ 
nary  fupplies,  which  there  had 
been  a  neceffity  of  requiring  for 
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the  fefvice  of  the  current  year ; 
slid  an  acknowledgment  was  made 
of  the  particular  marks  of  their 
affection  to  his  Majefty,  as  well 
in  enabling  him  to  difchafge  the 
debts  of  Ji is  civil  government, 
as  in  making  fo  confiderable  an 
augmentation  to  the  civil  lid  re¬ 
venue  for  his  life*  The  fpeech 
concluded  with  a  declared  trull 
in  the  divine  providence*  that 
by  a  well  concerted  and  vigorous 


exertion  of  the  great  force  whicli 
had  been  put  into  the  royal  hands, 
the  operations  of  the  prefent  cam-- 
paign  by  fea  and  land,  would  be 
blefled  with  fuch  fuccefs  as  might 
mod  effectually  tend  to  the  fup- 
preffion  of  the  rebellion  in  Arne- 
lica,  and  to  the  fe-eltablifhment 
of  that  con  llitutional  obedience 
which  all  the  fubje&s  of  a  free 
date  owe  to  the  authority  of  law* 


CHAP.  Vlt 

State  of  affairs  M  Neff -  York  previous  to  the  opening  of  the  campaign,  loyal 
provincials  embodied ,  and  placed  under  the  command  of  Governor  Try  on 
Expedition  to  Peek's  Kill.  T o  Danbury ,  under  General  Try  or.  Mara 

seines  defrayed  General  Woofer  killed.  Veffels  and  provifons  defrayed 
at  oagg  dark  our,  by  a  detachment  from  Conne  client  under  Colonel  Meio-s. 
Advantages  derived  by  General  Waffington,  from  the  detention  of  the 
army  at  hew - 2 ork  through  the  want  of  tents .  Different  fch ernes  fug- 
gefed for  conducing  the  operations  of  the  campaign ,  all  tending  to  one  obi  tel. 
General  Sir  h  illiam  Howe  takes  the  field ;  fails  in  his  attempts  to  bring 
Waffington  to  an  aBion  ;  retires  to  Amboy.  Turns  ffddenly  and  advances 
upon ^t he  enemy.  .  Skirmiffes.  Americans  under  Lord  Sterling  defeated. 

in  lf&ton  re£atns  ft  rang  camp.  Royal  army  pafs  over  to  Staten - 
IJland.  Alarm  excited  by  the  preparations  for  the  grand  expedition, 
renct  ai  .  i  eject  carried  ojj  from  Rhode  If  and.  Rate  of  i'nteref  upon  the. 
public  loan,  advanced  by  the  Goizgrefs.  Monuments  decreed  for  the  Gene- 
rals  Warren  and  Mercer.  Fleet  and  army  depart  from  Sandy  Hook. 
Force  embarked  on  the  expedition.  Congrefs  and  Waffington  alarmed  by 
the  lofs  of  Ticonderoga.  Fleet  arrives  at  the  River  Elk ,  after  a  tedious 
voyage,  and  difficult  paffage  up  GFefapeak  Bay .  Army  lands  at  Elk 
miy.  Dec  lat  at  ion  iftued  by  the  General.  Waffington  returns  to  the 
defence  of  Philadelphia .  Advances  to  the  Brandywine ,  and  to  Red-Clay 
Lreek-  Various  movements  on  both  fides.  Afiion  at  the  Brandywine. 
General  Knyphaufen  maizes  an  attack  at  Chad's  Ford,  lord  Cornwallis 
marches  round  to  the  forks  of  the  Brandywine,  where  he  paffes,  in  order 
to  attack  the  enemy  s  right.  Defeats  General  Sullivan  *  Purfues  his  ad¬ 
vantages  until  Jlopped  by  night.  General  Knyphaufen  paffes  at  Chad's 
Ford.  Enemy  every  where  defeated .  Lofs  on  both  fides.  Reflexions  on 
the  action.  I  iciory  not  decifve.  Foreign  officers  in  the  American  fervice. 
Motions  of  the  armies.  Engagement  prevented  by  a  great  fall  of  rain. 
Major-General  Grey,  furpruzei  and  defeats  a  party  of  Americans  under 
General  Wayne.  Royal  arm\  paffes  the  Schuylkill ,  and  advances  to  Ger¬ 
man-  To vcn.  lord  Cornwallis  lakes  poffejfon  of  Philadelphia.  Some  of 
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the  principal  inhabitants  fent  prifoners  to  Virginia,  upon  the  approach 
of  the  army.  Attack  on  the  new  batteries  at  Philadelphia.  Dela¬ 
ware  frigate  taken.  Works  conflru'Bed  by  the  Americans  to  render  the 
pa/age  of  the  Delaware  impracticable.  Succefsfal  expedition  to  Billing  $ 
Fort,  and  a  paffage  made  through  the  lower  barrier.  Royal  army  fur  - 
prized  and  attacked  by  the  Americans  at  German -Vown.  Americans  re- 
pulfedwith  lofs  and  purfued.  Brigadier-General  Agnew,  and  Colonel  Bird 
killed.  Army  removes  to  Philadelphia.  TJnfucccfful  attack  upon  the  ene- 
nfs  works  on  the  Delaware.  Hejfans  repuljed  with  great  lofs  at  Red 
Bank.  Colonel  Donop  killed.  Augufta  man  of  war  and  Merlin  floop  de¬ 
frayed.  New  and  effectual  meafures  taken  for  forcing  the  enemy"1  $  works. 
Mud  If  and,  and  Red  Bank,  abandoned,  and  taken  with  their  artillery  and 
fores.  Americans  burn  their  gallies  and  other  flipping.  Paffage  of  the 
Delaware  opened  to  Philadelphia.  General  Sir  A  ill i am  Howe ,  finding  all 
his  efforts  to  bring  Wafhington  to  a  general  aEiion fruitlefs,  returns  with  the 
army  to  Philadelphia .  Americans  hut  their  camp  at  Valley  Forge  for  the 
winter. 


WE  have  already  (hewn  the 
ftate  and  lituation  of  the 
armies  in  America  daring  the  win¬ 
ter  and  greater  part  of  the  fpring. 
As  the  feafon  opened,  and  en¬ 
larged  the  field  of  enterprize,  our 
commanders  did  not  negle.61  feizing 
thofe  advantages  which  nature  and 
their  naval  fuperiority  prefented, 
in  a  country  deeply  interfecied  by 
navigable  rivers,  and  continually 
laid  open  in  other  pans  by  the 
numberlefs  inlets  and  channels, 
which  the  peculiar  con  ftr  action  of 
the  iilands  and  coafts,  admit  in 
their  junction  with  the  ocean  and 
thofe  rivers. 

In  the  mean  time  a  confiderable 
body  of  provincial  troops  was 
formed  under  the  aufpices  of  Ge¬ 
neral  Sir  William  Howe,  which 
by  degrees  amounted  to  feveral 
thoufand  men,  and  which  under 
that  denomination  included,  not 
only  American,  but  Britifh  and 
Irifh  refugees  from  the  different 
parts  of  the  continent.  This 
corps  was  entirely  officered,  either 
by  thofe  gentlemen,  who  for  theif* 
attachment  to  the  royal  caufe  had 


been  obliged  to  abandon  their  re¬ 
flective  provinces,  or  by  thofe  who 
lived  under  that  protection  in  the 
New  -  York  iflands.  The  new 
troops  were  placed  for  the  tempo¬ 
rary  time  of  their  fervice,  upon  the 
fame  footing  as  to  pay,  fubfiftence, 
and  clothing,  with  the  eftabliihed 
national  bodies  of  the  royal  army, 
with  the  further  advantage  to  the 
private  men  and  non-commiffioned 
officers,  that  they  were  entitled  to 
confiderable  allotments  of  vacant 
lands  at  the  end  of  the  troubles. 
This  meafure,  betides  its  utility- 
in  point  of  ftrength,  afforded  fome 
prefect  pro vi lion  to  thofe,  who 
having  loft  every  thing  in  this  un¬ 
happy  conteft,  were  now  thrown 
upon  the  crown,  as  their  only  re¬ 
fuge,  for  fupport ;  whilft  on  the 
other  fide,  inftead  of  their  being 
an  heavy  and  unprofitable  burden 
to  the  crown,  they  were  placedin 
a  condition  which  enabled  them  to 
become  adlive  and  ufeful  inftru- 
ments  in  effecting  its  purpofes. 
At  the  fame  time,  this  acquifttion 
of  ftrength,  derived  from,  and! 
growing  in  the  country,  carried  a 

moll 
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moll  flattering  appearance,  and 
Teemed  to  indicate  refources  Tor  the 
profecution  of  the  war  in  the  very 
theatre  of  a&ion. 

As  all  new  forces  muftof  courfe 
he  much  fitter  for  defence,  than 
for  aflive  fervice  in  the  field.  To 
it  added  much  to  the  apparent 
utility  of  this  meafure,  that  the 
royal  provincials  could  immediate¬ 
ly  be  difpofed  of  to  the  greateft 
advantage,  in  the  protection  and 
defence  of  New-Yorkahd  the  ad¬ 
jacent  iflands,  fupplying  thereby 
the  place  of  veteran  troops,  and 
affording  a  free  fcope  to  the  diftant 
operations  of  the  grand  army.  To 
render  this  defenfive  fyftem  for  the 
iflands  more  complete.  Governor 
Tryon,  who  already  in  his  civil 
capacity  commanded  the  militia, 
and  who  had  taken  the  utmoft 
pains  in  its  effablifhment,  was  now 
placed  by  the  commander  in  chief 
at  the  head  of  the  new  corps,  un¬ 
der  the  title  and  rank  of  Major- 
General  of  the  provincials,  whereby 
he  was  enabled  effectually  to  com¬ 
bine  and  bring  into  adtion  the 
joint  force  of  thefe  feparate  bodies. 

The  great  natural  ftrength  of 
the  country,  the  vicinity  of  the 
North  River,  with  its  convenience 
in  refpeft  to  the  feat  of  war,  had 
induced  the  Americans,  during  the 
winter,  to  ereft  mijls  and  effablifh 
their  principal  magazines,  in  that 
rough  and  mountainous  tratt  called 
the  Manor  of  Courtland.  Thus  it 
became  their  grand  repofitory,  and 
trailing  in  the  fecurity  of  this  na¬ 
tural  citadel,  neither  induftry  was 
lacking,  nor  expence  fpared,  in 
abundantly  providing  it  with  im- 
menfe  fupplies  of  provisions,  fo¬ 
rage,  and  flores,  of  all  forts.  A 
place,  otherwifeof  no  importance, 
called  Peek’s  Kill,  which  lies 


about  fifty  miles  up  the  North  Ri¬ 
ver  from  New- York,  ferved  as  a 
kind  of  port  to  Courtland  Manor, 
by  which  it  both  received  provi- 
lions,  and  difpenfed  fupplies. 

Sir  W  illiam  Howe  was  well 
aware  of  thefe  circumffances  in. 
general,  and  was  as  well  convinced 
of  the  decifive  confequences  which 
mull  enfue  from  the  cutting  off 
thofe  refources,  which  the  enemy 
had  with  fuch  infinite  labour  and 
expence  accumulated  for  the  fup- 
port  and  profecution  of  the  war. 
A  general  attempt  upon  Courtland 
Manor,  would  not  only  be  dan¬ 
gerous,  from  the  flrength  of  the 
country,  and  impracticability  of 
the  ground ;  but  mull  from  its  own 
nature  be  rendered  abortive  ;  as 
the  length,  the  parade,  and  the 
manner  of  the  preparation,  would 
afford  the  Americans  time  and 
warning  to  affemble  their  whole 
force  in  that  quarter ;  where,  if  we 
ftill  perfffted  in  our  deffgn,  we 
muff  fight  under  every  poffible  dif- 
advantage,  and  a  moral  certainty 
of  great  lofs ;  and  if  they  did  not 
chufe,  even  upon  thefe  terms,  to 
hazard  an  engagement  with  us, 
they  would  have  fufficient  time  to 
remove  their  magazines,  before  we 
could  bring  the  point  to  any  deci- 
fion. 

Peek’s  Kill,  was,  however,  with- 
in  reach,  and  the  General  deter¬ 
mined  to  profit  of  that  circum- 
ffance.  Colonel  Bird,  with  a  de-<- 
tachment  of  about  500  men,  un¬ 
der  the  conduct  of  a  frigate  of  war, 
and  other  armed  veffels,  was  fent 
on  board  fome  tranfports  up  thd 
North  Riv°r  for  that 
fervice.  The  enemy 
upon  the  approach  of  l777m 
the  Britiffi  armament,  finding,  or 
thinking  themfelves,  unequal  to 
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the  defence  of  the  place*  and  being 
convinced,  that  there  was  no  poffi- 
ble  time  to  remove  any  thing  but 
their  arms  and  bodies,  fet  fire  to 
the  barracks  and  principal  ftore- 
houfes,  and  then  retired  to  a  Arong 
pafs  at  about  two  miles  diftance, 
which  commanded  the  entrance 
into  the  mountains,  and  covered  a 
road  which  led  to  fome  of  the  mills 
and  other  depofits.  The  Britifh 
troops  upon  their  landing,  per¬ 
ceiving  that  they  could  not  have 
time  or  opportunity  to  bring  off 
the  provifions  or  other  articles, 
completed  the  conflagration.  All 
the  magazines  were  deftroyed. 
The  troops  re-embarked  when  the 
fervice  was  performed,  and  the 
armament,  after  defiroying  feveral 
fmall  craft  laden  with  provifions, 
returned. 

This  fervice,  however,  was  far 
from  filling  up  the  outline  of  the 
General’s  defign.  The  magazines 
at  Peek’s  Kill  were  not  of  the 
importance  and  magnitude  which 
he  had  been  led  to  expert,  and 
fomething,  if  poflible,  muft  ftill  be 
done,  to  weaken  the  enemy  by 
cutting  off'  their  refources.  He 
obtained  intelligence,  that  the 
Americans  had  depofited  large 
quantities  of  fiores  and  provifions 
in  the  town  or  village  of  Danbury, 
and  other  places  in  the  borders  of 
Connecticut,  which  lay  contiguous 
to  Courtland  Manor.  An  expedi¬ 
tion  was  accordingly  undertaken 
for  the  deftruftion  of  thefe  depofits, 
the  charge  of  which,  as  an  intro¬ 
duction  to  his  new  military  com¬ 
mand,  was  committed  to  Governor 
Try  on,  who  was  aflifted  by  thofe 
active  and  able  officers,  Brigadier- 
General  Agnew,  and  Sir  William 
Erfkine.  T  he  expedition  was  faid 
to  be  undertaken  on  a  plan  of  Ge¬ 


neral  Tryon,  who  had  flattered 
himfelf  with  finding  a  junction  of 
many  provincials  in  that  quarter  as 
foon  as  he  fhould  appear  with  the 
troops.  ) 

The  detachment  appointed  to 
this  fervice  confiftedof  about  2000 
men,  who  being  paffed  through 
the  Sound,  under  the  convoy  of  a 
proper  naval  armament,  were 
landed  near  Norwalk  A  ;J  h> 
lffiConnefticut,  about  r  y 
20  miles  to  the  fouthward  of  Dan-*, 
bury.  As  the  country  was  in  no 
ftate  of  preparation,  nor  under  any 
apprehenflon  of  the  defign,  the 
troops  advanced  without  interrup¬ 
tion,  and  arrived  at  Danbury  the 
following  day.  They  now  per* 
ceived  that  the  country  was  rifing 
to  intercept  their  return,  and  as  no 
carriages  could  be  procured,  if  it 
had  been  other  wife,  to  bring  off 
the  ftores  and  provifions,  they  im¬ 
mediately  proceeded  to  the  deflruc* 
tion  of  the  magazine.  In  the  exe¬ 
cution  of  this  prompt  fervice,  the 
town  was  unavoidably  burnt. 


The  detachmen  t  returned  on  th@ 
27th  by  the  way  of  Ridgefield.  In 
the  mean  time  the  Generals  Woo^ 
fter,  Arnold,  and  Silliman,  having 
haftily  arrived  from  different  quar¬ 
ters,  and  collected  fuch  militia  as 
were  within  their  reach,  endea¬ 
voured  by  every  poffible  means  to 
interrupt  their  march,  until  a 
greater  force  could  arrive  to  fu|>- 
port  them  with  eftefit  in  the  defign 
of  cutting  off  their  retreat,  The 
firft  of  thefe  officers  hung  upon  the 
rear  of  the  detachment,  whilfi  Ar¬ 
nold,  by  crofling  the  country  gain¬ 
ed  their  front,  in  order  to  difpute 
their  paffage  through  Ridgefield, 
Nor  could  the  excellent  order  and 
formidable  appearance  of  the  Bri* 
tifk  forces,  who  had  large  cover- 
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ing  parties  well  furnifhed  with  field 
pieces  on  their  flanks  and  rear,  nor 
the  tumultuary  manner  in  which  a 
militia  not  very  numerous  were  got 
together,  prevent  the  Americans, 
upon  every  advantage  of  ground, 
from  making  bold  attempts  to  in¬ 
terrupt  the  progrefs  of  the  King’s 
army.  In  one  of  thefe  fkirmifhes. 
Woofer,  an  experienced  provincial 
officer,  who  had  ferved  with  fome 
reputation  in  the  two  former  wars, 
at  an  age  approaching  clofely  to 
feventy,  and  in  the  active  exertion 
of  a  valour,  which  favoured  more 
of  rafhnef ,  than  of  the  temperance 
and  diferetion  of  that  time  of  life, 
v/as  mortally  wounded,  and  died 
with  the  fame  refolution  that  he 
had  lived. 

The  royal  forces  had  only  got 
quit  of  Wooiter,  when  they  found 
themfelves  engaged  with  Arnold, 
who  had  got  pofteffion  of  Ridge¬ 
field,  and  with  lefs  than  an  hour’s 
advantage  of  time,  had  already 
thrown  up  fome  fort  of  an  en¬ 
trenchment  to  cover  his  front.  The 
courage  and  difeipline  of  the  Bri- 
tifh  troops,  would  have  triumphed 
over  an  enemy  more  equal  in  force 
and  condition.  The  village  was 
forced,  and  the  Americans  drove 
back  on  all  ndes,  The  adlion  was 
fharp,  and  Arnold  difplaved  his 
ufual  intrepidity.  His  horfe  hav¬ 
ing  been  fhot  within  a  few  yards  of 
our  foremoft  ranks,  he  fuddenly 
difengaged  himfelf,  and  drawing 
out  a  piftol,  fhot  the  foldier  dead 
who  was  running  up  to  transfix 
him  with  his  bayonet. 

General  Tryon  lay  that  night  at 
Ridgefield,  and  renewed  his  march 
on  the  morning  of  the  28th.  The 
enemy  having  been  reinforced  with 
troops  and  Cannon,  the  army  was 
exceedingly  ha^raffed  during  this 


day’s  march.  Every  advantageous 
poll  was  feized  and  difputed,  whilft 
hovering  parties  on  the  flanks  and 
rear,  continually  endeavoured  to 
diilurb  the  order  of  march,  and  to 
profit  of  every  difficulty  of  ground. 
The*  army  at  length  gained,  in 
good  time,  the  Hill  of  Compo, 
within  cannon  fhot  of  the  flips. 
It  was  then  evening,  and  their 
ammunition  exhaurted,  although 
it  is  reported,  that  they  had  been 
fupplied  with  fixty  rounds  a  man 
at  their  outfet  upon  the  expedition. 
The  forces  immediately  formed 
upon  the  high  ground,  where  the 
enemy  feemed  more  determined 
and  refolute  in  their  attack  than 
they  had  been  hitherto.  In  this 
fituation,  the  general  ordered  the 
troops  to  advance,  and  to  charge 
with  their  bayonets.  This  order 
was  executed  with  fuch  impetuofi- 
ty,  that  the  enemy  were  totally 
broken,  and  every  thing  being 
prepared  at  the  fhore  for  their  re¬ 
ception,  the  troops  were  reimbark- 
ed  without  further  molertation. 

Large  quantities  of  corn.  Hour, 
and  fait  provisions,  a  great  num¬ 
ber  of  tents,  with  various  military 
ftores  and  neceffaries,  were  de- 
ftroyed  in  the  courfe  of  this  expe¬ 
dition.  The  lofs  of  men  on  the 
royal  fide,  was,  as  ufual,  much 
lefs  confiderable  than  could  havo 
been  expected  ;  the  whole,  in  kill¬ 
ed,  wounded,  and  miffing,  amount¬ 
ing  to  172,  of  whom  more  than 
two  thirds  were  wounded.  The 
general  lofs  under  all  thefe  heads 
on  the  American  fide  was  more 
than,  double,  and  the  number  of 
the  flain  about  four  to  one.  On 
the  Britifh  fide  no  officer  was  kill¬ 
ed.  On  theirs,  befides  General 
Woofer,  they  loft  three  colonels, 
and  a  Dr.  Atwater,  a  gentleman 
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of  confideration  in  -that  country. 
The  number  of  officers  that  hap¬ 
pened  to  be  in  the  country,  and  to 
affemble  upon  the  occafion,  was 
out  of  all  proportion  to  that  of  the 
private  men  ;  whild  the  raw  and 
undifciplined  date  'of  the  militia, 
together  with  their  weaknefs  in 
point  of  number,  obliged  the  for¬ 
mer,  as  well  as  thofe  volunteer 
gentlemen  who  joined  them,  to 
uncommon  exertions,  and  to  ex- 
pofe  themfclves  in  an  extraordi¬ 
nary  degree.  Thefe  circum dances 
may  account  for  the  number  of 
men  of  rank,  in  their  fervice,  who 
fell  on  that  lide. 

Upon  the  whole,  the  effeCl  of 
this  expedition  did  not  probably 
anfwer  the  expectation  upon  which 
it  was  founded.  The  a&jial  public 
dores  at  Danbury  and  other  places, 
were  far  inferior  to  what  they  had 
been  fu-ppofed  or  represented;  and 
though  much  mifchief  was  done,  it 
may  appear  doubtful,  whether  the 
lofs  fudained  on  the  one  fide,  was 
equivalent  to  the  rifque  encounter¬ 
ed  on  the  other.  Events,  however, 
are  not  to  be  confidered  as  teds  of 
condudt,  and  it  mud  ever  be  one 
of  the  firft  objeCls  with  a  great  Ge¬ 
neral,  to  render  the  force  of  the 
enemy  inefficacious  by  cutting  off 
their  refources. 

It  was  perhaps  in  return  for  this 
expedition  that  the  Connecticut 
pnen  not  long  after  paid  a  yifit  to 
Tong- Idand.  Having  received  in¬ 
telligence  that  coin m'iffaries  had  for 
fome  time  been  employed  on  the 
ead  end  of  Long-Hand,  in  pro¬ 
curing  forage,  grain,  and  other 
neceffari.es  for  the  Britifh  forces, 
and  that  thefe  articles  were  depo¬ 
sited  for  embarkation  at  a  little 
port  called  Sagg  Harbour ;  the 
didance  of  that  place  from  New- 


York,  and  the  weaknefs  of  the 
protection,  which  confided  only  in 
a  company  of  foot,  and  an  armed 
fchooner  of  twelve  guns,  afforded 
encouragement  for  a  dedgn  to 
frudrate  thatfcheme  of  fupplying 
the  wants  of  the  army.  The  prin¬ 
cipal  difficulty  and  danger  lay  in 
the  palling  and  repaffing  of  the 
Sound,  which  was  continually  tra- 
verfed  by  the  Britifh  cruizers~. - 
Colonel  Meigs,  an  enterprizing 
officer,  who  had  attended  Arnold 
in  the  expedition  to  Quebec,  and 
had  been,  taken  prifoner  in  the 
attempt  to  dorm  that  city,  con¬ 
ducted  this  enterprize. 

Having  paffied  his  de¬ 
tachment  in  whale-boats  through 
the  Sound,  and  landed  on  the 
north  branch  of  the  idand,  where 
it  is  interfe&ed  by  a  bay  that  runs 
in  far  from  the  ead  end,  it  feems 
by  the  account,  which  is  not  in 
that  part  very  clear,  as  if  they  had 
carried  their  boats  over  that  arm 
of  the  land.  They,  however,  em¬ 
barked  again  on  the  bay,  which 
he  eroded  with  130  men,  and 
landed  on  the  fouth  branch  of  the 
idand,  within  four  miles  of  Sagg 
Harbour.  They  arrived  at  the 
place  before  day,  and  notwith- 
danding  the  red  dance  thev  met 
with  from  the  guard  and  the  crews 
of  the  veffels,  and  the  vigorous 
efforts  of  the  fchooner,  which  kept 
up  a  continued  fire  of  round  and 
grape  (hot  at  150  yards  didance, 
they  fully  completed  their  dedgn  ; 
having  burnt  a  dozen  brigs  and 
doops  which  lay  at  the  wharf,  and 
entirely  dedroyed  every  thing  on 
thefhore.  They  brought  off  with 
them  about  90  prifoners,  confiding 
of  the  officer  who  commanded  with 
his  men,  the  commiffaries,  and 
mod  of  the  mailers  and  crews  of 
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the  fmall  vefiels  which  they  de- 
flroycd.  A  circumflance  which 
renders  this  expedition  particular¬ 
ly  curious,  if  a  fact,  is  alTerted  by 
the  Americans.  They  fay,  that 
the  party  returned  to  Guildford,  in 
Connecticut,  in  25  hours  from  the 
time  of  their  departure,  having 
during  that  fpace,  not  only  effec¬ 
tually  completed  the  defign  of  their 
expedition,  but  having  traverfed 
no  lefs,  by  land  and  by  water, 
than  90  miles.  A  degree  of  expe¬ 
dition,  which  requires  fome  credu¬ 
lity  to  be  admitted  ;  and  from 
whence,  if  the  fa 61  is  eftablifhed, 
it  wcfnld  appear  that  Meigs  pof- 
feffes  no  inconfiderable  portion  of 
that  fpirit  which  operated  in  the 
Canada  expedition. 

The  feafon  for  aClion  was  now 
advanced  ;  but  from  fome  impro¬ 
vidence  or  inattention  unaccount¬ 
ed  for,  at  home,  the  army  was  re¬ 
trained  from  taking  the  field 
through  the  want  of  tents  and  field 
equipage.  Lord  Cornwallis,  how¬ 
ever,  made  fhift  with  the  old  tents, 
to  encamp  the  forces  at  Brunfwick 
on  the  hills  that  commanded  the 
Rariton,  and  along  the  communi¬ 
cations  upon  that  river  to  Amboy; 
the  example  being  followed  at  the 
latter  place  by  General  Vaughan. 

This  delay  was  of  the'  utmoil 
importance,  to  the  Americans.  The 
winter  campaign  had  been  prin¬ 
cipally  carried  on  by  detachments 
of  the  militia,  the  greater  part  of 
whom  returned  home  when  the 
time  of  their  fervice  was  expired. 
Others,  more  generous,  more  pa¬ 
tient  of  toil,  or  more  fanpuine  in 
the  common  caufe,  outftayed  the 
allotted  time,  merely  from  a  con- 
fideration  of  the  weaknefs  of  the 
armv,  and  the  ruin  which  muft 
attend  their  departure  before  it  was 
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reinforced.  In  the  mean  time,  the 
bufmefs  of  recruiting  under  an  en¬ 
gagement  of  ferving  during  the 
war,  or  even  for  three  years,  went 
cn  but  flowly.  The  term  of  fer¬ 
vice  was  contrary  to  the  genius 
and  habits  of  the  people,  and  the 
differentprovinces  found  the  great- 
ell  difficulty  in  railing  any  thing 
near  the  ftipulated  proportion  of 
troops  which  had  been  allotted  for 
each  by  the  congrefs.  In  this  ex¬ 
tremity,  the  making  of  draughts 
from  the  militia,  was  looked  to  in 
feveral  as  the  dernier  refort.  Such 
an  aft  of  force,  however,  upon 
thofe  who  were  contending  for  li¬ 
berty  on  the  mofl  enlarged  plans, 
and  who  confidered  all  the  rights 
of  freedom  as  facred,  was  irkfome 
and  dangerous.  Every  method 
was  tried  to  avoid  having  recourfe 
to  this  difagreeable  meafure  and 
final  refource.  In  fome  of  the  co¬ 
lonies  the  enliflingof  apprentices, 
and  of  Irifh  indented  fervants  was 
permitted,  contrary  to  former  rs- 
folutions  and  decrees,  with  a  pro- 
mife  of  indemnification  to  their 
mailers,  As  a  farther  check  upon 
the  increafe  of  the  force  in  the  Jer- 
feys,  the  New-England  provinces, 
which  abounded  with  men,  were 
taken  up  with  their  domeflic  con¬ 
cerns,  An  invafion  was  expected 
on  the  fide  of  Canada  ;  Hudfon’s 
River  and  Rhode-Ifiand  afforded 
continual  room  for  apprehenfion  ; 
nor  did  an  expedition  againfi:  Bofi- 
ton  appear  at  all  improbable  ; 
efpecially,  as  the  great  number  of 
Britilh  prizes  which  were  brought 
into  that  port,  had,  befides  ren¬ 
dering  it  an  objefl  of  the  firfl  im¬ 
portance,  renewed,  and  even  in- 
creafed,  if  poffible,  the  defoliation 
and  abhorrence  with  which  that 
people  had  been  long  regarded, 
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In  fuch  circumkances,  the  ad¬ 
vantages  of  an  early  campaign, 
and  the  benefit  which  the  enemy 
derived  from  the  delay,  arc  obvN 
ons,  The  sine  weather  broupht 
reinforcements  from  ad  quarters  to 
the  jerfeys,  Thofe  who  hiudcdred 
at  a  winter’s  campaign,  grew  bold 
In  fu-mmer  ;  and  the  certainty  of  a 
future  winter,  had  no  greater  ef¬ 
fect  than  diftant  evils  ufually  pave. 
Vpon  this  increafe  of  hrength, 
towards  the  latter  end  of  Ivlay, 
General  Wafhington  quitted  his 
former  pofition  in  the  neighbour¬ 
hood  or  Morris-Town,  and  ad¬ 
vancing  witinn  a  few  miles  of 
Brunfwick,  took  pojQbffion  of  the 
flrong  country  along  MiddleSrook* 
Upon  this  fingle  movement, 
hung  a  great  part  of  the  future 
events  of  the  war  in  the  Jerfeys. 
Wafhington  turned  that  advan, 
'tageous  fituation,  to  every  account 
of  wiiioh  it  was  capable.  His 
camp,  winding  along' the  coarse  of 
the  hills,  was  ftrongjy  entrenched, 
fortified,  and  well  covered  with 
artillery  ;  nor  was  it  better  fecured 
by  its  immediate  natural  or  artifi¬ 
cial  defences,  than  by  the  difficul¬ 
ties  of  approach  which  the  ground 
In  front  threw  in  the  way"  of  an 
enemy.  In  this  fituation  he  com¬ 
manded  a  view  of  the  Britifh  en¬ 
campment  on  the  hills  of  Brunf¬ 
wick,  and  of  mu,ch  of  the  interme¬ 
diate  country  towards  that  place 
and  Amboy. 

i  he  great  object  of  the  campaign 
On  the  fide  of  New- York  feems^to 
have  been,  that  Sir  William  Howe 
fhould  have  penetrated  through 
the  Jerfeys  to  the  Delaware,  driving 
Walking  ton  before  him,  lb  as  to 
clear  thofe  provinces  entirely  of 
the  enemy,  at  the  fame  time,  re¬ 
ding  the  inhabitants  to  fo  eiiec- 
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a  Irate  of  fubjedlion,  as  to 
ekabkfh  a  fafe  and  open  commu¬ 
nication  between  that  city  and  the 
army.  If  in  the  profecution  of 
this  defign  the  enemy  hazarded  a 
battle,  nothing  was  more  wifhed, 
nor  cord'd  any  great  doubt  be  en- 
tert  -ined  of  fuccefs  ;  or  if  they 
con  karri  y  retired,  which  was  more 
to  be  expelled,  the  confequences 
in  regard  to  the  general  objects 
would  be  nearly  the  lame,  and  the 
army  having,  by  the  reduction  of 
tire  Jerfeys,  left  every  thing  fafe 
in  its  rear,  and  fecured  the  pafiage 
of  the  Delaware,  would  of  courfe 
become  makers  of  Philadelphia, 
winch  from  its  fituation  was  inca¬ 
pable  of  any  ekeciual  defence,  and 
could  only  be  protected  by  Wafh- 
ington,  at  the  certain  expence  and 
hazard  of  a  battle. 

In  this  manner  feveral  conceived 
and  reafoned  on  the  operations  in 
Jerfey.  Others  were  clearly  of 
opinion,  that  the  bringing  of 
Washington  to  a  decifive  action 
upon  terms  of  any  tolerable  equa¬ 
lity  with  regard  to  ground,  in  fuch 
a  country,  and  againk  his  incli-. 
nations,  was  a  thing  impractica¬ 
ble.  That  if  he  could  not  he 
brought  to  fuch  an  adtion  in  fuch  a 
manner,  fo  as  wholly  to  drive  him 
out  or  tl>e  Jerfeys,  the  attempt  to 
pafs  a  river  like  the  Delaware,  fall 
of  armed  velfels  in  its  dream,  krong 
forts  in  its  ikands,  great  obkruc- 
tions  in  its  channel,  with  an  ene¬ 
my  in  ffiont,  and  leaving  a  krong 
army  on  their  rear,  would  be  l\ 
very  unadvifed  enterorize ;  and 
the  failure  in  it  would  be  the  total 
and  immediate  ruin  of  the  royal 
caufe  in  America. 

On  the  other  hand,  if  the  ob- 
kacles  in  the  Jerfeys  were  found  fo 
great,  that  they  could  not  be  over- 
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come  without  much  lofsof  time  and 
expence  of  blood,  it  was  thought 
advifeable,  in  thofe  circumftances, 
to  profit  of  the  powerful  naval 
force,  and  the  infinite  number  of 
tranfports  and  veffels  of  all  forts 
which  lay  at  New- York;  to  com¬ 
bine  this  powerful  auxiliary  (which 
had  hitherto  produced  fuch  fignal 
advantages,  in  every  inftance  where 
it  could  be  brought  into  adlion) 
with  the  land  force,  and  by  convey¬ 
ing  the  army  by  fea  to  the  place  of 
its  deftinatign,  to  elude  all  thofe 
difiic allies,  by  which  the  pafiage 
through  the  Jerfeys  might  be  clog¬ 
ged.  In  this  alternative,  the  ob¬ 
ject  was  (till  the  fame,  the  means 
of  attaining  it  being  only  changed. 
Philadelphia  was  the  immediate 
point  in  view.  If  that  object  was 
properly  chofen,  and  the  general 
opinion  at  that  time  pointed  it  out 
•as  the  molt  eligible,  the  pafiage  by 
fea  feemed  the  molt  fee urs  of  its 
effect,  though  unquestionably  the 
flowed  in  the  operation.  The  De¬ 
laware,  or  the  great  Bay  of  Chefa- 
peak,  opened  the  way  into  the 
heart  of  the  richeft  ana  bed  of  the 
central  colonies,  and  led  either  di¬ 
rectly,  or  by  crofdng  a  country  of 
no  great  extent,  to  the  pofiefiion  of 
that  place.  That  point  gained, 
Philadelphia  was  to  become  the 
place  of  arms,  and  center  of  ac¬ 
tion,  whilft  every  part  of  the  three 
hodileand  fiourilhing  provinces  of 
Penfvlvania,  Virginia,  and  Mary¬ 
land,  would,  from  their  deep  bays 
and  navigable  rivers,  be  expofed  to 
the  combined  powerful  adtion,  and 
continual  operation  d?f  thelandand 
marine  force.  However,  before 
this  plan  was  adopted,  as  we  dial! 
fee,  meafures  were  taken  in  the 
|erfeys,  if  poffible,  to  bring  Wadi- 
ington  to  an  adtion. 
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The  operations  in  the  fouthem 
or  central  provinces,  however  effi¬ 
cacious  or  extenfive,  did  not,  by 
any  means,  include  all  the  great 
objedt?  of  the  campaign,  Some- 
thing  was  of  courfe  to  be  expected 
on  the  fide  of  Canada,  where  a 
very  coniiderable  army  had  been 
colledted,  and  by  thefucoefsof  the 
lad  campaign  on  the  lakes,  had  a 
way  opened  for  it  to  penetrate  into 
the  back  parts  of  the  New- Eng¬ 
land  and  New-York  provinces. 
The  command  in  this  expedition 
was  committed  to  General  Bur- 
goyne,  who  was  reported  to  be 
author  of  the  plan.  The  great 
body  was  to  be  feconded  by  a  lefier 
expedition  from  the  upper  part  of 
Canada,  by  the  way  of  Ofwego  to 
the  Mohawk  River.  This  fgheme 
was  eagerly  adopted  by  the  mini- 
ders,  who  founded  the  greated 
hopes  upon  its  fuccefs.  All  the  ad¬ 
vantages  that  had  ever  been  ex- 
pedtea  from  the  complete  pofiefiion. 
of  Hudfon’s  River,  the  edabliih- 
mentof  a  communication  between 
the  two  armies,  the  cutting  off  all 
intercourfe  between  the  Northern 
and  Southern  Colonies,  with  the 
consequent  opp  or  t  uni  ty  of  cr  u  fliing 
the  former,  detached  and  cut  off 
from  all  affillance,  it  was  now  hoped 
would  have  been  realized.  The 
greater  hopes  were  conceived  of  it, 
from  the  opinion  entertained  of  the 
effedt  of  the  favages  on  the  minds 
of  the  Americans.  It  was  known, 
that  the  provincials  in  general  were 
in  great  dread  of  them  from  their 
cruel  and  dfcfolating  manner  of1 
making  war.  Thefe  were  there¬ 
fore  collected  at  great  expence,  and 
with  much  labour,  from  all  parts, 
of  the  continent.  In  a  word,  this 
expedition  feemed  to  become  the 
favourite  object  of  the  prefentyear. 
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The  tents  and  field  equipage, 
with  a  body  of  Anfpach  troops, 
and  a  number  of  Britifh  and  Ger¬ 
man  recruits,  having  at  length  ar¬ 
rived  at  New- York,  by  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  June,  the  General,  Sir 
William  Howe,  paffed  over  to  the 
Jerfeys,  and  took  the  field  about 
the  middle  of  that  month.  The 
enemy  were  now  in  a  ftrong  ftate 
of  defence.  Wafhington’s  army, 
belides  the  advantages  it  derived 
from  the  inacceffible  pods  which  it 
occupied,  was  become  more  consi¬ 
derable  as  to  number  and  force. 
Several  bodies  of  theNew-England 
troops,  under  the  Generals  Gates, 
Parfons,  and  Arnold,  advanced  to 
the  borders  of  the  North  River, 
where  they  were  ready  to  pafs  over 
to  the  Jerfeys,  whenever  opportu¬ 
nity  invited  their  adion,  or  the 
neceffity  of  their  friends  demanded 
their  abidance.  At  the  fame  time, 
the  Jerfey  militia  affembled  from 
every  quarter  with  the  greated  ala¬ 
crity,  fo  that  in  every  podtion  it 
took,  and  motion  it  made,  the 
army  was  watched  and  environed 
by  enemies. 

The  General  left  nothing  un¬ 
tried  that  could  provoke  Washing¬ 
ton  to  an  engagement,  nor  no 
meafure  uneffayed  that  could  in¬ 
duce  him  to  quit  his  podtion.  He 
puihed  on  detachments ;  and  made 
movements,  as  if  he  intended  to 
pafs  him,  and  advance  to  the  De¬ 
laware.  This  manoeuvre  proving 
lneffedual,  he  advanced  in  the 
front  of  his  lines,  where  he  con¬ 
tinued  for  four  days,  exploring  the 
approaches  to  his  camp,  and  accu¬ 
rately  examining  the  fituation  of 
his  pods,  hoping  that  fome  weak 
or  unguarded  part  might  be  found, 
upon  which  an  attack  could  be 
ventured  with  a  probability  of  fuc- 
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cefs,  or  that,  in  the  nearnefs  of  the 
armies,  chance,  inadvertence,  im¬ 
patience,  or  error,  might  occafion 
fome  movement,  or1  be  productive 
of  fome  circumdance,  which  would 
open  the  way  to  a  general  engage¬ 
ment.  All  thefe  hopes  were  fruf- 
trated.  Washington  knew  the  full 
value  of  his  fituation.  As  he  had 
too  much  temper  to  be  provoked  or 
furprized,  into  a  dereliction  of  his 
advantages,  fo  he  had  too  much 
penetration  to  lofethem  by  circum¬ 
vention  or  Height.  And  he  had 
too  long  profited  of  that  rule  of 
condud  from  which  he  had  not 
once  hitherto  deviated  during  the 
courfe  of  the  troubles,  of  never 
committing  the  fortune  of  Ame¬ 
rica  to  the  hazard  of  a  Tingle  adion, 
to  depart  from  it  upon  this  occa- 
don,  when  it  was  not  even  de¬ 
manded  by  any  urgent  neeebity. 

Sir  William  Howe  did  not  yet 
feem  to  have  abandoned  his  de- 
fign,  of  enticing  Wafhington  to 
quit  his  faftneffes.  He  T  , 

fuddenly  retreated ,  and  ^  une  1 5* la 
not  without  fome  apparent  marks, 
of  precipitation,  from  his  podtion 
in  the  front  of  the  enemy,  and 
w  i  t  h  d  r  a  wi  n  g  h  i  s  tr  oop  s  fr  o  m  B  r  a  n  f- 
wick,  returned  with  the  whole  ar¬ 
my  towards  Amboy.  If  the  Ge¬ 
neral^  dedgn  was  what  we  have 
fuppofed,  this  movement  produced 
all  the  immediate  effed  which  he 
could  have  expeded.  The  army 
was  eagerly  purfued  by  feveral 
large  bodies  of  the  American  re¬ 
gular  forces  as  well  as  of  the  Jer¬ 
fey  militia,  under  the  command  of 
the  Generals  Maxwel,  Lord  Sterl¬ 
ing,  and  Conway  ;  the  latter  of 
whom  was  a  Colonel  of  the  Irifli 
Brigade,  and  one  of  that  numerous 
train  of  officers  in  the  French  fer- 
yiee,  who  had  taiien  an  adive  part 
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againfi:  Great  Britain  in  this  un¬ 
happy  civil  war. 

Such  trifling  advantages  as  the 
bell  regulated  retreat  mull  afford 
to  the  purfuers,  and  Tome  exceffes 
committed,  perhaps  with  a  view  to 
the  general  delign,  by  the  retiring 
foldiers,  ferved  to  increafe  the  ar¬ 
dour,  and  inflame  the  paffions  of 
the  Americans.  The  meafures 
which  the  General  immediately 
adopted  at  Amboy  completed  the 
deiufion.  The  bridge  which1  was 

o 

intended  for  the  Delaware,  was 
thrown  over  the  channel  which 
feparates  the  Continent  from  Sta¬ 
ten  Illand.  The  heavy  baggage, 
and  all  the  incumbrances  of  the 
army,  were  paffed  over.  Some  of 
the  troops  followed,  and  every 
thing  was  in  immediate  prepara¬ 
tion  for  the  paffage  of  the  reil  of 
the  army.  By  thefe  judicious  mea¬ 
fures,  if  the  immediate  defign 
failed  of  effefl,  every  thing  was 
forwarded  as  much  as  it  could  be 
for  the  intended  embarkation  ;  a 
meafure  of  which  the  Americans 
had  as  yet  no  knowledge. 

Every  thing  concurred,  along 
with  the  vanity  natural  to  man¬ 
kind,  in  inducing  the  Americans 
to  believe,  that  this  retreat  was  not 
only  real,  but  that  it  proceeded 
from  a  knowledgeof  their  fuperi- 
ority,  and  a  dread  of  their  power  : 
Even  Wafhington  himfelf,  with  all 
his  caution  and  penetration,  was  fo 
far  impofed  upon  by  this  feint, 
that  he  quitted  his  fecure  polls  up¬ 
on  the  Hills,  and  advanced  to  a 
place  called  Quibble  Town,  to  be 
the  nearer  at  hand  for  the  protec¬ 
tion  or  fupport  of  his  advanced 
parties. 

The  Britilb  General  loll  no  time 
in  endeavouring  to  profit  of  thole 
s  1  circumftances.  He  imme¬ 
diately  marched  the  army- 


back  by  different  routs,  and  with 
great  expedition,  from  Amboy. 
He  had  three  objects  in  view.  To 
cut  off  fome  of  the  principal  ad¬ 
vanced  parties  ;  to  come  up  with, 
and  bring  the  enemy  to  an  engage¬ 
ment  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Quibble  Town;  or,  if  this  defign, 
through  the  celerity  of  the  enemy, 
failed  in  the  effett,  it  was  intended 
that  Lord  Cornwallis,  who,  with, 
his  column,  was  to  take  a confi- 
derable  circuit  to  the  right,  Ihould, 
by  turning  the  enemy’s  left,  take 
poffeffion  of  fome  paffes  in  the 
mountains,  which,  by  their  fitua- 
tion  and  command  of  ground, 
would  have  reduced  them  to  a  ne- 
ceffity  of  abandoning  that  llrong 
camp,  which  had  hitherto  afforded 
them  fo  advantageous  a  fecurity. 

Lord  Cornwallishavingdifperfed 
the  fmailer  advanced  parties  of  the 
enemy,  fell  in  at  length  with  Lord 
Sterling,  who,  with  about  3000 
men,  llrongly  polled  in  a  woody 
country,  and  well  covered  by  ar¬ 
tillery  judiciouffy  difpofed,  not 
only  lay  full  in  his  way,  but  fhewed 
a  determination  to  difputehis  paf¬ 
fage  with  vigour  and  krmnefs. 
The  ardour  excited  upon  this  oc- 
cafic-n  by  an  emulation  between 
the  Britifh  and  Heffian  troops  was 
confpicuous  and  irrefillible.  All 
obflacles  gave  way  to  their  impe- 
tuolity  in  preffmg  forward,  to  try 
who  fhould  obtain  the  honour  of 
firfl  coming  to  a  clofe  engagement 
with  the  enemy.  The  party  of 
Americans  firfl  attacked,  unable 
to  withlland  the  Block,  were  foon 
routed  on  all  fides,  having  fuf- 
tained,  belides  no  inconfiderable 
lofs  in  men,  that  of  three  pieces  of 
brafs  ordnance,  whj^h  were  taken 
by  the  Britifh  guards,  and  the 
Heffian  grenadiers.  The  purfuit 
was  continued  as  far  as  Weflfield, 

but 
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but  the  woods,  and  the  intenfe 
heat  of  the  weather,  prevented  Its 
effedt. 

In  the  meantime,  Gen.  Wafh- 
ington  foon  perceived,  and  as 
fpeedily  remedied  his  error,  by 
withdrawing  his  army  from  the 
plains,  and  again  recovering  his 
ilrong  camp  on  the  hills.  At  the 
fame  time,  penetrating  into  Lord 
Cornwallis’s  further  defign,  he  fe- 
cured  thofepaffes  in  the  mountains, 
the  poiTeffion  of  which  by  the  Bri- 
tilh  troops,  would  have  expofed 
him  to  the  necefiity  of  a  critical 
change  of  poiition,  which  could 
not  have  been  executed  without 
danger. 

Thus  was  this,  apparently,  well 
concerted  fcheme  of  bringing  the 
«nemv  to  an  action,  or  at  lead: / 
of  withdrawing  them  from  their 
ftrong  holds,  rendered  abortive,  by 
the  caution  and  prudence  of  Gen. 
Wafhingtou.  Sir  William  Howe 
was  now  convinced,  that  he  was 
too  firmly  attached  to  his  defen  five 
plan  of  condu&ing  the  war,  to  be 
induced  by  any  means,  other  than 
by  fome  very  clear  and  decided  ad¬ 
vantage,  to  hazard  a  general  en¬ 
gagement.  Nothing  then  remained 
to  be  done  in  the  Jerfeys.  To  ad¬ 
vance  to  the  Delaware,  through  a 
country  entirely  hofiile,  and  with 
fuch  a  force  in  his  rear,  appeared 
to  the  Britifii  commanders  no  bet¬ 
ter  than  madnefs.  All  delay  was 
therefore  not  only  fruitlefs,  but  a 
walle  of  that  time  and  feafon, 
which  might  be  employed  to  great 
advantage  elfewhere.  The  Gene¬ 
ral  accordingly  returned  with  the 
army  to  Amboy,  on  the  fecond  day 
from  its  departure  on  the  expedi¬ 
tion,  and  palled  it  over  on  the  next 
to  Staten  Illand,,  from  whence  the 
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embarkation  was  intended  to  take 
place. 

The  preparation  for  this  grand 
expedition  excited  a  general  alarm 
throughout  the  Continent,  Bofion, 
the  North  River,  the  Delaware, 
Chefapeak-Bay,  and  even  Charles- 
Town,were  alternately  held  to  be 
its  objects.  General  Wafhington, 
in  purfuance  of  the  intelligence 
which  he  continually  received  from 
New- York,  and  the  other  iflands, 
was  confcantly  difpatching  expref- 
fes  to  put  thofe  places  upon  their 
guard,  again  11  which,  from  imme¬ 
diate  information,  he  fuppofedfor 
the  time  the  ftorm  to  be  directed. 
It  was  one  of  the  man i fell  advan¬ 
tages  of  proceeding  by  fea,  that  it 
was  impoffible  for  Wafhington  di¬ 
rectly  to  know  where  the  fiorm 
would  fall.  He  mult  therefore 
keep  his  pofidon  ;  and  the  King’s 
army  mull  necefiarily  make  a  con- 
fiderable  progrefs  towards  its  ob¬ 
ject,  before  he  could  be  in  a  condi¬ 
tion  to  refill  them  ;  and  fuch  a  pro¬ 
grefs  would  not  leave  him  that 
choice  of  polls,  by  which  hitherto 
he  had  avoided  a  general  adlion. 

During  the  ceffation  procured 
bv  preparation  on  the  one  fide,  and, 
apprehenfion  on  the  other,  a  fpi- 
rited  adventure  on  the  fide  of 
Rhode  Illand,  not  only  retaliated 
the  furprize  of  Gen.  Lee,  but 
feemed  to  procure  an  indemnifi¬ 
cation  for  his  perfon.  Col.  Bar¬ 
ton,  a  Provincial,  with  feveral 
other  officers  and  volunteers,  palled 
by  night  from  Provi-  ,  ,  , 

dence  to  Rhode  Illand,  * 

and  though  they  had  a  long  paf- 
fage  by  water,  they  eluded  the 
watchfulnefs  of  the  fhips  of  war 
and  guard  boats  which  fuprounded 
the  Bland*  andcondu&ed  their  en¬ 
terprise 
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terprize  with  fuch  filence,  bold- 
nefs,  and  dexterity,  that  they  fur- 
prized  Gen.  Prefcot,  who  com¬ 
manded  in  chief,  in  his  quarters, 
and  brought  him  and  his  Aid-de- 
Camp,  through  all  thofe  perils, 
fafe  to  the  Continent.  This  little 
adventure  produced  much  exulta¬ 
tion  on  the  one  fide,  and  more  re¬ 
gret  than  it  feemed  to  deferve  on 
the  other,  from  the  influence  which 
it  muft  neceffarily  have  on  the  de- 
ftination  of  Gen.  Lee.  It  was, 
however,  particularly  galling  and 
grievous  to  Gen.  Prefcot,, who  not 
long  before  had  carried  matters  to 
fuch  a  length,  as  to  fet  a  price 
upon  Arnold,  and  offer  a  reward 
for  taking  his  perfon,  as  if  he  had 
been  a  common  out-lav/  or  robber ; 
an  infult  which  ^Arnold  immedi¬ 
ately  returned,  by  fetting  an  infe¬ 
rior  price  upon  the  General’s  per¬ 
fon. 

Some  time  previous  to  thefe 
tran  factions,  the  Congrefs  had 
found  it  neceffary  to  advance  the 
rate  of  interert  upon  the  large  loan 
which  they  propofed  for  the  fer- 
vice,  and  upon  the  credit  of  the 
united  Provinces,  from  four,  which 
was  fir  A:  offered,  to  fix  per  cent. 
Asa  tertimony  of  public  gratitude, 
and  a  future  incitement  to,  what 
they  confidered  or  held  f>ut,  as 
virtue  and  patriotifm,  they  order¬ 
ed,  that  a  monument  fiiould  be 
erefied  at  Bofton,  in  honour  of 
Major  General  Warren,  who  com¬ 
manded  and  fell  in  the  engage¬ 
ment  at  Bunker’s  Hill,  and  ano¬ 
ther  in  Virginia,  in  honour  of 
Brigadier  General  Mercer,  who 
was  (lain  in  the  aftion  near  Prince- 
Town  ;  the  rcfolution  conveying 
in  a  very  few  words,  the  higheft 
eulogium  on  the  character  and  me¬ 
rits  of  the  deceafed.  They  like- 


wife  decreed,  that  the  eldeft  fon  of 
the  former  of  thefe  gentlemen,  and 
the  youngefl  fon  of  the  latter, 
fhould  be  educated  at  the  expence 
of  the  United  States.  As  Mercer 
had  a  good  landed  eftate,  the  pro¬ 
priety  of  adopting  his  youngefl;  fon 
as  the  child  of  the  public  is  ob¬ 
vious. 

Notwithftanding  the  prepara¬ 
tions  that  had  already  been  made 
for  the  embarkation,  and  the  af- 
fiftance  afforded  by  the  crews  of* 
near  300  veffels,  yet  fuch  are  the 
unavoidable  delays  incident  to  fuch 
operations  when  at  all  extenfive, 
that  it  was  not  until  the  23d  of 
July  that  the  fleet  and  army  were 
able  to  depart  from  Sandy  Hook. 
In  order  more  effectually  to  per¬ 
plex  and  deceive  the  enemy,  the 
General  ordered  fome  tranfports, 
with  a  fhip  cut  down  to  aft  as  a 
floating  battery,  up  the  North  Ri¬ 
ver,  a  little  before  the  embarkation 
was  completed ;  a  feint  which  fuc- 
ceeded  fo  far  as  to  induce  Walh- 
ington  to  detach  a  confiderable  bo¬ 
dy  of  his  army  acrofs  that  river. 

The  force  that  embarked  upon 
the  expedition  confifled  of  36  Bri- 
tifli  and  Heflian  battalions,  includ¬ 
ing  the  light  infantry  and  grena¬ 
diers,  with  a  powerful  artillery^  a 
New  York  corps  called  the  Queen’s 
Rangers,  and  a  regiment  of  light 
horfe.  Seventeen  battalions,  with 
a  regiment  of  light  horfe,  and  the 
remainder  of  the  new  Provincial 
corps,  were  left  for  the  proteflion 
of  New  York  and  the  adjoining 
iflands.  Rhode  Ifland  was  occu¬ 
pied  by  feven  battalions.  So  much 
was  the  aCtive  force  of  the  army 
refrained,  by  the  poffeflion,  which 
it  was,  however,  indifpenfably  ne- 
ceffary  to  hold,  of  thefe  important 
ports.  It  is  faid,  that  the  General 

intended 
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intended  to  have  taken  a  greater 
force  with  him  upon  the  expedi¬ 
tion  ;  but  that  upon  the  reprefen- 
tations  of  Geh.  Ciinton,  who  was 
to  command  in  his  abfence,  of  the 
danger  to  which  the  iflands  would 
be  expofed,  from  the  extenffvenefs 
of  their  coafts,  and  the  great  num¬ 
ber  of  pods  that  were  neceflarily  to 
be  maintained,,  he  acknowledged 
the  force  of  thefe  arguments  by 
relanding  feveral  regiments. 

Whilft  both  Gen.  Wafnington 
and  the  Congrefs  were  fufliciently 
engaged,,  by  their  attention  to  the 
movements,  and  apprehenflon  of 
the  deffgns,  of  the  powerful  iieet 
and  army  which  was  conducted  by 
the  brother  Generals  and  Com- 
miflioners,  the  rapid  progrefs  of 
General  Burgoyne  on  the  fide  of 
the  Lakes,  and  the  unaccountable 
conduct  of  their  own  commanders 
in  abandoning  Ticonderoga;  were 
events  fo  al armin g  an d  u n ex pedt ed , 
that  they  could  not  fail  to  perplex 
their  counfels,  and  conhderabiy  to 
impede  their  defenfive  preparations 
in  other  parts.  The.  Congrefs  be¬ 
haved  with  ffrmnefs  in  this  exigen¬ 
cy.  They  immediately  ifiued  or¬ 
ders  for  a  rscal  to  head  quarters, 
and  an  enquiry  into  the  conduct  of 
the  general  officers  who  had  aban¬ 
doned  Ticonderoga ;  they  directed 
Washington  to  appoint  other  com¬ 
manders  ;  and  they  likevvife  di¬ 
rected  him  to  furnmon  inch  num¬ 
bers  of  the  militia  from  the  eaftera 
and  central  provinces  for  the  nor¬ 
thern  Service,  as  he  fliould  deem 
fufficient  for  retraining  the  pro¬ 
grefs  of  the  enemy. 

The  voyage  was  far  from  being 
favourable  to  the  fleet  and  army, 
engaged  on  the  expedition.  It 
coil  them  a  week  to  gain  the  Capes 
of  Delaware.  The  information 


which  the  commanders  received 
there,  of  the  meafures  taken  by 
the  enemy  for  rendering  the  navi- 

*  O 

gation  of  that  river  impra&i cable, 
afforded  fo  little  encouragement  to 
the  profecution  of  their  defign  by 
that  way,  that  it  was  given  up, 
and  a  paffage  by  Chefapeak  Bay, 
to  that  part  of  Maryland  which  lies 
to  the  Eaft  of  that  vaff  inlet,  and 
not  at  a  very  great  diffance  to  the 

»  o 

South-Weft  of  Philadelphia,  was 
adopted  in  its  place,  as  pr denting 
fewer  obftacles  to  their  operations. 
The  winds  were  fo  contrary  in  this* 
part  of  the  voyage,  that  the  mid¬ 
dle  of  Auguft  was  turned  before 
they  entered  Chefapeak  Bay  ;  a 
circumftance  highly  inconvenient 
and  irkfome  in  that  hot  feafon  off 
the  year,  with  fo  great  a  number 
of  men  and  horfes  crowded  and 
cooped  up  in  the  veffels  ;  but 
which  muff:  have  been  attended 
with  the  moft  fatal  confequences, 
if  the  foreffght  of  the  commanders 
had  not  guarded  again  ft  every  even  t 
by  the  unbounded  provilion  they 
had  made  for  the  voyage,  as  a  fai¬ 
lure  in  any  one  article,  even  that 
of  water,  would  have  been  proba¬ 
bly  irremediable. 

The  winds  fortunately  proved 
fair  in  the  Bay,  fo  that  the  fleet 
gained  the  mouth  of  the  River  Elk 
near  its  extremity,  in  fafety,  thro* 
a  moft  intricate  and  dangerous  na¬ 
vigation  for  fuch  a  multitude  of 
veffels,  in  which  the  Admiral  per¬ 
formed  the  different  parts  of  a 
commander,  inferior  officer,  and 
pilot,  with  his  ufual  ability  and 
perfeverance.  Having  proceeded 
up  the  Elk  as  far  as  it  was  capable 
of  admitting  their  paffage,  the  ar¬ 
my  was  at  length  relieved  from  its 
long  and  tirefome  confinement  on 
board  the  tranfports,  being  landed 

without 
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without ‘any  oppofition  at  Elk  Fer¬ 
ry,  in  a  degree  of  health  and  con¬ 
dition  which  could  fcarcely  have 
been  expended,  on  the  25  th  of  Au- 
guft.  Whild  one  part  of  the  army 
advanced  to  the  head  of  Elk,  the 
other  continued  at  the  landing 
place,  to  protect  and  forward  the 
artillery,  ftores,  and  neceflary  pro- 
vifions,  the  General  not  permitting 
the  troops  to  be  much  incumbered 
with  baggage  ;  indeed  the  fcarcity 
of  carriage  rendered  even  a  great 
abridgment  in  the  article  of  tents 
neceflary. 

In  the  mean  time/  Gen.  Wafh- 
ington,  with  the  army  from  the 
Jerfeys,  had  returned  to  the  de¬ 
fence  of  Philadelphia,  and  upon 
advice  of  the  defcent  at  Elk,  ad¬ 
vanced  to  the  Brandywine  Creek, 
or  River,  which,  eroding  the  coun¬ 
try  about  half  way  to  that  city, 
falls  into  the  Delaware.  Their 
force,  including  the  militia,  a- 
mounted  to  15,000  men,  which 
was  probably  about  the  number, 
making  the  neceffary  allowance  for 
polls  and  communications,  that 
the  royal  army  could  bring  into 
aftion. 

Sir  William  Howe,  in  order  to 
quiet  and  conciliate  the  minds  of 
the  people  in  Penfylvania,  the  De¬ 
laware  Counties,  and  the  adjacent 
parts  of  Maryland,  and  to  prevent 
a  total  defertion  and  defolation  of 
the  country  in  the  front  of  the  ar¬ 
my,  published  a  declaration,  in 
which  he  promifed,  that  the  drift¬ 
ed:  regularity,  good  order  and  dif- 
cipline,  (hould  be  obferved  by  the 
army,  and  the  raoft  perfeft  fecurity 
and  effedtual  proteftion  afforded  to 
all  his  Majefty’s  peaceable  and  well 
difpofed  fubjefts;  extending  at  the 
fame  time  this  fecurity  and  protec¬ 
tion  to  fuch  perfons,  who  nothav- 
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ing  been  guilty  of  affuming  legi- 
ffative  or  judicial  authority,  might 
otherwife  have  afted  illegally  in 
fubordinate  ffations,  upon  the  pro- 
vifion  of  their  immediate  return  to 
their  habitations,  and  peaceable 
demeanor  for  the  future.  He  alfo 
offered  a  free  and  general  pardon 
to  all  officers  and  foldiers  inarms, 
who  ihould  furrender  themfelves  to 
the  royal  army. 

It  was  not  till  the  3d  of  Septem¬ 
ber,  that  the  army  was  enabled  to 
quit  the  head  of  Elk,  and  purfue 
its  courfe  towards  Philadelphia. 
In  the  mean  time,  the  enemy  had 
advanced  from  the  Brandy wine,and 
taken  poll:  on  Red  Clay  Creek, 
from  whence  they  puflied  detach¬ 
ments  forward,  to  occupy  difficult 
polls  in  the  woods,  and  to  inter¬ 
rupt,  by  continual  Ikirmiffies,  the 
line  of  march.  As  the  country 
was  difficult,  woody,  and  not 
well  known,  and  that  the  genius 
of  the  enemy  lay  to  profit  of  fuch 
circumllances,  the  General  advan¬ 
ced  fiowly,  and  with  extraordinary 
caution.  He  was  from  neceffity, 
as  well  as  difpofition,  fparing  of 
his  troops.  Recruits  were  brought 
from  a  prodigious  diltance,  and 
procured  with  difficulty  even  at  the 
l'ource.  Every  man  killed,  wound¬ 
ed,  or  taken,  was  to  him  an  irre¬ 
parable  lofs,  and  fo  far  as  it  went, 
an  incurable  weakening  of  the  ar¬ 
my,  for  the  prefent  year  at  lead. 
O11  the  other  hand,  the  enemy 
were  at  home.  Every  lofs  they 
buffered  was  not  only  immediately 
repaired,  but  the  military  ability 
of  the  furvivors  was  increafed  by 
every  deftruftion  of  their  fellows. 

This  caution  could  not,  how¬ 
ever,  prevent  fome  Ikirmiffies,  in 
which  the  royal  forces  were  almolt 
always  victorious.  It  does  notap- 

pear 
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pear  that  the  Americans  made  all 
the  ufe  that  might  be  expected 
of  the  advantages  which  the  coun¬ 
try  afforded  for  harraffing  and  im¬ 
peding  the  progrefs  of  the  Britifh 
army.  After  feveral  movements 
on  both  fides,  the  enemy  retired 
beyond  the  Brandywine,  where 
they  took  poffeffion  of  the  heights, 
and  covered  the  fords,  with  an 
evident  intention  of  difputing  the 
jpaffage  of  that  river. 

Inthisfituation  the  Britifh  army, 

„  ,  at  day  break,  advanced 

* 1 1  1*  in  two  columns  towards 
the  enemy.  The  right,  under  the 
command  of  Gen.  Knyphaufen, 
marched  direitly  to  Chad’s  Ford, 
which  lay  in  the  center  of  the  ene- 
my#s  line,  where  they  expefted, 
and  were  prepared  for  the  principal 
attack  ;  their  right  and  left  cover¬ 
ing  other  iefs  practicable  fords  and 
paffagts  for  fome  miles  on  either 
hand.  A  heavy  cannonade  com¬ 
menced  on  both  fides  about  ten 
o’clock,  which  was  well  fupported 
during  the  day,  whilih  the  General, 
to  amufe  and  deceive  the  enemy, 
made  repeated  difpofitions  for  forc¬ 
ing  the  Ford,  the  paflage  of  the 
River  feeming  to  be  his  immediate 
and  determined  objeCt.  To  im¬ 
pede  or  fruftrate  this  defign,  they 
had  pailed  feveral  detachments  to 
the  other  fide,  who,  after  a  cotirfe 
of  fkirmifhes,  fometimes  advanc¬ 
ing,  and  at  others-  obliged  to  re¬ 
tire,  were  at  length  finally,  with 
an  eager  purfurt,  driven  over  the 
River.  Thus  the  noife  and  fem- 
blance  of  a  battle  was  hsld  up, 
and  the  expectation  kept  continu¬ 
ally  alive  to  the  moft  immediate 
and  decifive  confequences. 

Whil-ft  the  attention  of  the  Ame¬ 
ricans  was  thus  fully  occupied  in 
theneighbourhoodof  Chad’s  Ford, 


and  that  they  fuppofed  the  whole 
royal  force  was  in  their  front.  Lord 
Cornwallis,  at  the  head  of  the  fe- 
cond  column,  took  a  long  circui¬ 
tous  march  to  the  left,  until  he 
gained  the  Forks  of  the  Brandy- 
Wine,  where  the  divifion  of  the 
river  rendered  it  of  courfe  more 
practicable.  By  this  very  judicious 
movement,  his  Lordfhip  palled 
both  branches  of  the  river  at 
Trimbles’  and  at  Jeffery’s  Ford* 
without  oppofition  or  difficulty*  a- 
bout  two  o’clock  in  the  afternoon* 
and  then  turning  fhort  down  the 
river,  took  the  road  to  Dilworth* 
in  order  to  fall  upon  the  enemy’s 
right. 

General  Wafhington  having* 
however,  received  intelligence  of 

1  *  ,  _ 

tins  movement  aoout  noon,  endea¬ 
voured,  as  well  as  he  could,  to  pro¬ 
vide  againit  its  effeCt,  by  detaching 
General  S  ullivan *  with  ail  the  force 
he  could  venture  to  withdraw  from 
the  main  body,  to  oppofe  Lord 
Cornwallis.  Sullivan  fhewed  a 
considerable  fhare  ofjudgment  and 
ability  in  the  execution  of  this  com- 
million.  He  took  a  very  firong  po 
iition  on  the  commanding  grounds 
above  Birmingham  church,  with 
his  left  extending  towards  the 
Brandywine,  his  artillery  advan- 
tageoufly  difpofed,  and  both  flanks 
covered  with  very  thick  woods. 

As  this  difpolition  obliged  Lord 
Cornwallis  to  form  a  line  of  battle, 
it  was  about-four  o’clock  before  the 
action  began.  Neither  the  good 
difpofition  of  the  enemy,  the  ad¬ 
vantages  of  fituation,  nor  a  heavy 
and  well  fupported  fire  of  fmall 
arms  and  artillery,  were  at  all  fuf- 
ficient  to  reitrain  the  impetuofity 
of  the  Britifh  and  Heffian  troops. 
The  light  infantry,  chaffeurs,  gre¬ 
nadiers,  and  guards,  rufhing  on 

through 
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through  nil  obfiacles  and  dangers, 
drove  the  enemy,  in  fpite  of  ail 
their  efforts,  though  nor  without  a 
fpirited  oppofition,  from  their 
polls,  and  purfued  them  pellmell 
into  the  woods  on  their  rear,  in 
the  mean  time,  a  part  of  the  ene- 
mv’s  ri"ht,  which  had  not  been 
broken,  took  a  fecond  flrong  pofi- 
tion  in  a  wood  on  the  lame  fide, 
from  whence,  after  feme  confider- 
abie  relill^nce,  they  were  diilodged 
and  purfued  by  detachments  from 
the  fecond  line. 

Several'bodies  of  the  troops  that 
were  firll  engaged,  got  Co  deeply 
entangled  in  the  woods  through  the 
eagernefs  of  purfuit,  that  they  were 
not  able  to  rejoin  the  army  before 
night.  In  the  mean  time,  as  the 
main  and  collected  body  continued 
advancing,  they  came  upon  a 
corps  of  the  enemy  which  had  not 
yet  been  engaged,  and  which  had 
taken  pofieffion  of  a  llrong  poll,  to 
cover  the  retreat  of  the  defeated 
wing  cf  their  army.  A  very  warm 
engagement  now  enfued,  and  this 
poll  was  fo  vigproufiy  defended, 
that  it  was  fome  time  after  dark 
before  it  could  be  forced.  The 
carknefs,  the  uncertainty  of  the 
ground,  of  General  Knyphaufen’s 
fituation,  together  with  the  ex¬ 
treme  fatigue  which  the  troops  had 
undergone,  in  a  long  march  and 
fevere  action,  which  had  fcarcely 
admitted  of  the  fmallefl  refpite 
during  the  whole  courfe  of  the  day, 
all  concurred  in  preventing  the 
army  from  purfuing  its  advantages 
any  farther. 

General  Knyphaufen,  after  fuc- 
ceisfully  aipufing  the  enemy  all  day 
with  the  apprehenfion  of  an  attack 
which  he  did  not  intend,  made  his 
pafiage  good  in  the  evening,  when 
he  found  that  they  were  already 
Vol.  XX. 
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deeply  engaged  on  the  right.  He 
carried  the  entrenchment,  and  took 
the  battery  and  cannon,  which  de¬ 
fended  and  covered  Chad’s  Ford. 
At  this  inflant,  «the  approach  of 
fome  of  the  Eritifh  troops,  who 
had  been  entangled  in,  and  had 
penetrated  through  the  woods, 
threw  the  enemy  into  fuch  a  con- 
flernation,  that  an  immediate  re¬ 
treat,  or  rather  flight,  cook  place 
in  all  parts.  T  he  Iatenefs  and 
darknefs  of  the  evening,  prevented 
a  purfuit  here,  as  it  had  done  on 
the  right. 

A  few  hours  more  daylight, 
would  have  been  undoubtedly  pro¬ 
ductive  of  a  total  and  ruinous  de¬ 
feat  to  the  Americans. 

A  part  of  their  troops,  among 
whom  were  particularly  numbered 
fome  of  the  Virginia  regiments, 
and  the  whole  corps  of  artillery, 
behaved  exceedingly  well  in  fome 
of  the  actions  of  this  day*  exhi¬ 
biting  a  degree  of  order,  hrmnefs, 
and  refolution,  and  preferving  luch 
a  countenance  in  extremely  lharp 
fervice,  as  would  not  have  di fere- 
d i ted  veterans.  Some  other  bodies 
of  their  troops  behaved  very  badly. 
Their  lois  was  very  confiderable, 
which  probably  was  the  caufe  that 
it  was  not  particularly  fpecified  in. 
their  own  accounts  In  the  Ga¬ 
zette  it  was  computed,  at  about 
300  killed,  600  wounded,  and 
near  400  taken  prifoners.  They 
aifo  loft  ten  fmall  field  pieces,  and 
a  howitzer,  of  which  all,  but  one, 
were  brafs. 

The  lofs  in  the  royal  army  was 
not  in  proportion,  being  fome- 
thing  under  five  hundred,  of  which 
the  flain  did  not  amount  to  one 
fifth.  The  officers  (offered  confi- 
derably,  efpecially  in  wounded, 
though  no  one  of  higher  rank  than 

[/]  a  cap- 


I 


130]  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1777 


a  captain  was  killed.  The  enemy 
retired  frit  to  Chefter,  and  on 
the  next  day  to  Philadelphia.  The 
victorious  army  lay  that  night  on 
the  held  of  battle. 

Wafhington,  fo  far  as  we  can 
judge  at  this  diitance,  Teems  to  have 
been  more  out-generaled  in  this 
action,  than  any  other  fince  the 
beginning-  of  the  war.  This  con- 
elution  is  not,  however,  to  be  con- 
■fidered  as  ellablifhed  ;  as  we  are 
funfible  that  it  may  well  be  quef- 
tioned,  from  the  premifes  even  be¬ 
fore  us.  The  defence  of  fuch  a 
length  of  river,  interfered  with 
fords,  and  fome  at  remote  dillances, 
was  undoubtedly  impracticable.  If 
it  be  afked  then  why  the  attempt 
was  made,  it  may  be  anfwered, 
that  his  great  objeCt  was  to  harafs, 
and  to  interrupt  the  progreTs  of  the 
royal  army  to  Philadelphia,  by 
every  pcflible  means,  which  did 
not  involve  his  own  in  the  rifque 
of  a  general  engagement  ;  that 
even  a  fupericr  lots  of  men,  was 
not  to  be  confidered  by  him,  to 
whom  perhaps  it  was  necellary  to 
learn,  even  by  a  dangerous  expe¬ 
riment,  the  improvement  and  Rate 
of  his  own  troops.  His  choice  of 
a  poll  on  the  Brandywine,  in  pre¬ 
ference  to  thofe  more  defensible 
that  were  nearer  to  Philadelphia, 
has  been  cenfured ;  but  how  far 
this  choice  was  altogether  in  his 
power  does  not  full}’  appear.  And, 
however  deficient  he  was  in  point 
of  in  telligence,  with  refpeCf  to  Lord 
Cornwallis’s  movement,  he  fhewed 
great  ability  in  his  endeavours  to 
remedy  that  negligence,  by  the 
prompt  and  judicious  meafures 
which  he  took  to  cover  his  right. 
Whatever  the  merits  or  demerits 
were  on  this  fide  of  the  quell  ion,  it 
xnuit  be  acknowledged,  that  the 


movements  of  the  royal  army  were 
judicious  and  mailerly. 

The  prefent  unhappy  contefl  was 
fo  interefting  to  foreigners,  and 
rendered  America  fo  confpicuous  a 
theatre  of  action,  that  it  drew  bold 
and  t nterprizing  fpirits,  from  dif¬ 
ferent  parts  of  Europe,  either 
merely  in  fearch  of  glory  and  rank, 
or  to  acquire  military  experience 
and  improvement.  Among  the 
numerous  infiances  of  this  nature 
which  might  be  given,  a  few  are 
neceflary,  and  will  be  fufficient. 
The  Marquis  de  la  Fayette,  a 
young  French  nobleman,  of  the 
firtt  rank,  and  of  large  fortune, 
was  fo  carried  away  by  this  enthu- 
fiafrn,  as  to  purchafe  and  freight  a 
fhip  with  military  Bores  (in  which 
he  embarked  with  feveral  of  his 
friends)  for  the  ferviceof  the  Ame¬ 
ricans  ;  he  bore  a  command,  and 
was  wounded  in  this  action .  The 
Baron  St.  Ovary,  another  French 
volunteer,  for  whole  releafe  the 
Congrefs  fhewed  a  particular  at¬ 
tention,  was  foon  after  made  a  pri- 
foner.  De  Coudry,  a  French  Ge¬ 
neralovas  about  this-  time  drowned 
in  the  Schuylkill,  through  his  ea- 
gernefs  to  come  in  time  into  adtion, 
Roche  de  Fermoy,  was  a  member 
of  the  council  of  war,  who  had 
figned  the  refolution  for  abandon- 
ing  Ticonderoga.  Puiawfki,  a  no¬ 
ble  Pole,  commanded  a  detachment 
of  American  light- horfe  in  the 
a&icn  of  the  Brandywine.  Count 
Graboufkie,  another  Polifh  noble¬ 
man,  was  about  the  fame  time 
killed  on  the  North  River,  exhi¬ 
biting  great  intrepidity  on  the  Bri- 
tifh  fide,  and  bellowing  his  Jail 
breath  in  encomiums  on  the  un¬ 
daunted  courage  difplayed  by  the 
partners  of  his  danger,  and  wk- 
r.efles  of  his  fall. 


It 
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It  is  to  be  obferved,  that  in  the 
battle  of  the  Brandywine,  the  rebel 
forces  were  met  in  the  open  field, 
and  with  no  very  great  advantage 
of  fituacion.  A  victory  was  clearly 
obtained  over  them  ;  but  it  was 
rot  of  that  final  and  decifive  kind 
which  the  publick  had  expended  as 
the  certain  confequence  of  fuch  a 
meeting.  People  rarely  confider 
how  much  trivial  and  accidental 
circumftances  render  all  things  of 
this  kind  extremely  uncertain, 
even  with  any  luperiority  of  troops, 
or  goodncfs  of  generalfhip. 

Notwithflanding  the  victory  of 
the  King’s  troops,  and  the  preci¬ 
pitate  night  of  the  enemy,  the 
royal  army  proceeded  with  caution 
and  circumfpedion  ;  and  it  did  not 
feetn  unneceffary  ;  for  the  rebels 
were  not  difheartened  ;  and  Mr. 
Wafhington  exerted  himfelf  with 
ability  and  diligence  to  repair  his 
defeat.  The  army  was  polled  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Concord  and 
Afhetown,  wh i 111  a  detachment  was 
ffent  to  feizeon  Wilmington,  which 
v/as  made  a  receptacle  for  the  fiek 
and  wounded.  Upon  a  movement 
towards  Goffien,  the  General  re¬ 
ceived  intelligence  upon  his  march, 
that  the  enemy  had  quitted  Phila¬ 
delphia,  and  were  advanced  upon 
the  Lancafler  road,  a  few  miles 
above  that  place.  Upon  this  ad¬ 
vice,  he  took  fuch  effectual  mea- 
fures  for  bringing  them  to  an  im- 
mediate  engagement,  that  nothing 
bur  the  event  which  followed  could 
have  fruitrated  his  defign.  An 

o 

Cxcefiive  fall  of  rain,  which  over¬ 
took  both  armies  upon  their  march, 
-end  which  continued  without  inter- 
miffion  for  24  hours,  rendered  both 
parties  equally  and  totally  incapa¬ 
ble  of  aCtion. 

In  the  courfe  of  a  number  of 


movements  on  both  tides,  which 
took  place  for  fome  days  after,  and 
in  which  every  meafure  was  inef¬ 
fectually  ufed,  to  involve  the  ene¬ 
my  in  fimilar  circumftances  to  thofe 
which  they  had  fo  lately  and 
with  fuch  lofs  efenped,  intelligence, 
having  been  received,  that  Gene¬ 
ral  Wayne,  with  1500  men,  was 
lying  in  the  woods  upon  fome 
fcheme  of  eoterprize,  in  the  rear, 
and  at  no  great  diftance  from  the 
left  wing  of  the  army,  Major-Ge¬ 
neral  Grey  was  detached  at 
night,  with  two  regimen's,  2ot'Ul* 
and  a  body  of  light  infantry,  to 
furprize  that  corps.  That  General 
conduced  the  enterprize  with  equal 
ability  and  fuccefs ;  and,  perhaps, 
in  emulation  of  a  remarkable  ac¬ 
tion  of  the  late  war  in  Germany, 
took  effectual  meafures  that  a  fingle 
fiiot  fliould  not  be  fired  in  the 
courfe  of  the  expedition,  and  that 
the  execution  fhould  only  be  done 
by  the  point  of  the  bayonet.  In 
the  profecution  of  this  defign,  the 
enemy’s  out-pofts  and  pickets  were 
completely  furprized  and  forced 
without  noife,  about  one  in  the 
morning,  and  the  troops  being 
guided  by  the  light  of  their  fires, 
rufhed  in  upon  the  encampment, 
where  a  fevere  3nd  filen t  execution 
rook  place,  about  coo  being  killed 
or  wounded  upon  the  fpot,  and  a 
number  of  prifoners  taken  ;  the 
remainder  efcaping  bv  the  dark- 
nefs  of  the  night,  and  fome  pru¬ 
dent  difpofitiens  made  by  the  offi¬ 
cer  who  commanded  the  Ameri¬ 
cans,  with  the  lofs  of  the  greater 
part  of  their  baggage,  arms,  and 
ltores.  The  victors,  in  this  brifk. 
aCbon,  loll  only  a  captain  of  light 
infantry  and  three  private  men, 
with  about  the  fame  number 
wounded. 
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The  General  finding  that  the 
enemy  could  not  by  any  means  be 
brought  to  attion,  and  that  they 
were  evidently  abandoning  even 
the  prote&ion  of  the  capital,  rather 
than  hazard  that  final  decifion, 
made  fuch  movements,  and  took 
fuch  portions  as  gave  him  the 
command  of  the  Schuylkill,  and 
enabled  him,  at  length,  to  pafs  the 
army  over  that  river  without  op- 
pofition.  There  being  nothing  now 
to  impede  his  progrefs,  the  army 
,  .  advanced  to  German- 
Sept.  2otn»  Town,  and  Lord  Corn¬ 
wallis,  on  the  next  morning,  took 
poffeffion  of  Philadelphia.  Tnus 
was  the  rich  and  flourifhing  city  c f 
Philadelphia,  the  capital  late  of 
the  molt  riling  colony,  and  attend¬ 
ed  with  the  molt  fingular  circum- 
Itances,  that  hiftory  can  give  any 
example  of,  and  the  feat  of  that 
eneral  congreis  of  delegates,  who 
ifpenfed  laws  and  government  to 
the  continent  of  North  America, 
reduced  without  oppofltidn,  and 
cor.fequently  without  damage. 

This  circumftance  was  more  for¬ 
tunate  than  had  been  expected. 
For  it  was  generally  apprehended, 
and  had  been  even  fpoken  of  by 
themfelves  as  a  fettled  and  fixed 
determination,  to  deilroy  the  city, 
whenever  it  was  found  that  it  could 
be  no  longer  protested,  rather 
than  fuffer  it  to  become  a  place  of 
arms,  and  the  centre  of  operation 
to  the  Britifh  fleets  and  armies.  A 
number  of  the  Quakers,  and  fome 
other  of  the  principal  inhabitants 
of  Philadelphia,  to  the  amount  of 
more  than  twenty,  who  had  been 
juflly  confidered  as  flrongly  at¬ 
tached  to  the  royal  caufe,  and  vio¬ 
lently  inimical  to  the  prefent  ruling 
powers,  had  been  taken  into  cuf- 
tody  upon  the  immediate  danger 


of  an  invaflon.  Thefe  gentlemen 
pofuively  refufed  to  give  any  fe- 
curity  in  writing,  or  even  verbal 
atteflation,  of  attachment,  fub- 
miflion,  or  allegiance,  to  the  pre¬ 
fent  government,  or  of  not  hold¬ 
ing  a  correfpondence  with  thofe 
whom  they  reprefented  as  enemies. 
They  even  refufed  to  confine  them¬ 
felves  to  their  refpedfive  dwelling- 
hgufes,  and  boldly  appealing  to 
the  laws  for  redrefs  and  fecurity  to 
their  perfons,  flrongly  reproached 
thofe,  who  under  the  pretence  of 
aliening  and  protecting  the  liber¬ 
ties  of  the  fubjeft,  had  involved 
the  whole  continent  in  civil  war 
and  contention,  and  who  thus,  at 
the  fame  time,  in  the  mofit  arbi¬ 
trary  and  tyrannical  manner,  de¬ 
prived  him  of  his  perfonal  liberty, 
and  of  every  fecurity  which  he  de¬ 
rived  from  the  laws.  They  were 
anfwered,  that  the  laws  themfelves, 
and  all  other  confiderations,  muff: 
give  way  to  the  public  fafety,  in 
cafes  of  great  and  imminent  dan¬ 
ger ;  that  there  was  no  new  nor 
particular  hardlhip  in  the  prefent 
meafure,  which  was  juftified  by  the 
prablice  of  all  flates  in.flmilar  cir- 
cumftances  ;  that  in  England,  in 
its  highefl  ftate  of  freedom,  and 
under  its  happiefl  governments, 
the  Habeas  Corpus  law  was  fuf- 
pended  in  cafes  of  internal  com¬ 
motion,  or  the  apprehenfion  of 
foreign  invaflon  ;  that  there,  fufpi- 
cion  only  was  a  fufficiept  ground 
for  fecuring  the  perfon  of  the  fub- 
jedl,  without  regard  to  rank,  qua¬ 
lity,  or  to  any  fecurity  he  might 
propofe  to  give  for  his  peaceable 
demeanour  ;  but  that  their  fituation 
was  much  more  favourable  to  them¬ 
felves,  if  their  incorrigible  obfli- 
nacy,  their  dangerous  defigns 
againfl  the  flate,  and  their  mortal 
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enmity  to  the  government,  had  not 
precluded  them  from  its  benefit ; 
they  were  not  retained  in  prifon 
merely  upon  fufpicion,  however 
ftronV  and  well  founded  that  was, 
and  however  judifiable  the  meafure 
would  be  upon  that  ground  only  ; 
it  was  immediately  in  their  power 
to  return  in  the  moil  unreftrained 
liberty  to  their  habitations,  only 
by  complying  with  that  very  mo¬ 
derate  tell  of  their  principles  and 
conduct  which  was  required,  and 
ihewing  that  obedience  to  govern¬ 
ment,  and  good  difpqfition  to  the 
date,  which  every  member  of  fo- 
ciety  owed  to  the  community  to 
which  he  belonged,  as  a  return  for 
the  protection  which  he  received. 
But  that  as  they  denied  all  allegi¬ 
ance  to  the  hate,  they  of  courfe 
difclaimea  its  protection,  and  for¬ 
feited  all  the  privileges  of  citizen- 
Ihip  ;  whillt  by  refufing  every  fe- 
curity  for  their  peaceable  demean¬ 
our,  they  could  only  be  confidered 
as  its  molt  dangerous  and  deter- 
mined  en-emies.  As  thefe  gentle¬ 
men  were  unconquerable  in  their 
refolution  nottolubmit  to  the  pro- 
pofed  tell,  they  were  all  lent  off 
to  Staunton,  in  Virginia,  as  a 
place  of  fecurity,  upon  the  ap¬ 
proach  of  the  royal  army. 

As  loon  as  Lord  Howe  had  re¬ 
ceived  intelligence  of  the  fuccefs 
at  the  Brandywine,  and  the  deter- 
mined  progrefs  of  the  army  to  Phi¬ 
ladelphia,  he  took  the  molt  fpeedy 
and  effectual  meafures  for  con¬ 
ducting  the  fleet  and  tranfports 
round  to  the  Delaware,  not  only 
to  be  at  hand  to  concur  in  the 
adlive  operations  of  the  campaign, 
but  to  fupply  the  army  with  thole 
provifions,  ltores,  and  necelTaries, 
which  he  knew,  mult  by  that  time 
have  been  indifpenfably  necelfary. 
The  voyage  was  intricate,  tedious, 
and  dangerous;  and  nothing  lefs 


than  the  fuperior  Ikill  and  ability 
which  was  exerted,  in  the  conduct 
and  management  of  fo  great  a 
number  or  fhips,  could  have  pre¬ 
vented  the  lois  from  being  con  ft - 
derable.  As  the  paffage  to  Phi¬ 
ladelphia  was  yet  impracticable, 
the  fleet  drew  up  and  anchored 
along  the  weftern  or  Penfylvania 
Ihore,  from  Reedy  Illand  to  Nevv- 
caitle. 

When  the  Britilh  troops  had 
taken  pofleflion  of  Philadelphia, 
their  fir  ft  objeCl  was  the  ereCling  of 
batteries  to  command  the  river,  as 
well  to  prevent  the  intercourfe  of 
the  American  velfels  between  their 
upper  and  lower  polls,  as  to  pro¬ 
tect  the  city  from  any  infult  by 
water.  The  neceliity  of  this  mea¬ 
fure  became  obvious,  almolt,  as 
loon  as  it  was  determined  upon. 
The  very  day  after  the  arrival  of 
the  forces,  the  American  frigate 
Delaware,  of  32  guns,  anchored 
within  500  yards  of  the  unlinilhed 
batteries,  and  being  feconded  by 
another  frigate,  with  fome  fmaller 
veffels,  they  commenced,  and  fup- 
ported  for  fome  hours,  a  very  heavy 
cannonade,  both  upon  the  batte¬ 
ries  and  the  town.  They  did  not, 
however,  difplay  the  judgment, 
which  their  knowledge  of  the  river 
might  be  fuppofed  to  afford.  Upon 
the  falling  of  the  tide  the  Delaware 
grounded  fo  elfeCtually  that  Ihe 
could  not  be  got  off,  which  being 
foon  perceived  by  the  grenadiers, 
they  brought  their  battalion  field 
pieces  to  play  upon  her  with  fo 
true  a  direction  and  excellent  effeCt, 
that  the  Delaware  being  obliged  to 
flrike  her  colours,  was  boarded  and 
taken  by  an  officer  and  detachment 
of  that  corps.  Brigadier  General 
Cleveland  immediately  profited  of 
the  effeCt  of  the  battalion  gurs, 
by  directing  the  whole  fire  oi  the 
batteries  to  the  other  veiTels,  which 
[/]  3  were 
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were  compelled  to- retire,  with  the 
lofs  of  a  fchooner  which  was  driven 
a  ih  ore. 

The  Americans  had  at  vaft  ex¬ 
pence,  and  with  wonderful  labour 
and  indullry,  conftru&ed  great  and 
numerous  works,  to  render,  the  paf- 
fage  of  the  Delaware  up  to  Phila¬ 
delphia.  impracticable.  In  the 
profecution  of  this  defign,  they 
had  erected  works  and  batteries 
upon  a  flat,  low,  marfliy  ifland*  or 
rather  a  bank  of  mud  and  land, 
which  had  been  accumulated  in  the 
Delaware,  near  the  junction  of  the 
Schuylkill,  and  which  from  its 
nature  was  called  Mud,  but  from 
thefe  defences,  Fort-Mand.  On 
the  oppofite  fhore  of  New  Jerfey, 
at  a  place  called  Red  Bank,  they 
had  alfo  con  fir  noted  a  fort  or  re¬ 
doubt,  well  covered  with  heavy 
artillery.  In  the  deep  navigable 
channel,  between,  or  under  the 
cover  of  thefe  batteries,  they  had 
funk  feveral  ranges  of  frames  or 
machines,  to  which,  from  a  re- 
femblance  in  the  conflrudion,  they 
had  given  the  appellation  of  che- 
vaux  de-frize,  being  compofed  of 
tranfverfe  beams,  firmly  united, 
pointing  in  various  directions,  and 
ftrongly  headed  with  iron.  Thefe 
were  of  fuch  a  weight  and  flrength, 
and  funk  in  fuch  a  depth  of  water, 
as  rendered  them  equally  difficult 
to  be  weighed  or  cut  through,  and 
defiructive  to  any  fhip  which  had 
the  misfortune  of  (hiking  againft 
them.  No  attempt  for  railing 
them,  or  for  opening  the  channel 
in  any  manner,  could,  however, 
be  made,  until  the  command  of 
the  fhores  on  both  (ides  was  fully 
obtained. 

About  three  miles  lower  down 
the  river,  they  had  funk  other 
ranges  of  thefe  machines,  and  were 
conflructing  for  their  protection 
Lome  coniiderabie  and  extend v.e 


works,  which,  though  net  yet  fi» 
nifhed,  were  in  fuch  forward nefs 
as  to  be  provided  with  artillery,  and 
to  command  their  object,  at  a 
place  on  the  Jerfey  fide  called  Bil¬ 
ling’s  Point.  Thefe  works  and 
machines  were  further  fup ported  by 
feveral  gallies  mounting  heavy  can¬ 
non,  together  with  two  floating 
hatteries,  a  number  of  armed  vef- 
fels  and  (mail  craft  of  various 
kinds,  and  fome  fire  (hips.  In  a 
word,  the  Delaware  (eemed  to  teem 
with  every  del en five  preparation, 
which  could  render  the  holtile 
operations  and  movements  of  a 
fleet,  in  the  confined  and  uncertain 
navigation  of  a  river,  extremely 
dangerous. 

Upon  the  reprefen  tation  of 
Captain  Hammond,  of  the  Roe¬ 
buck,  who  with  fome  other  (Slips 
of  war  had  arrived  in  the  Delaware 
before  Lord  Howe,  the  General 
detached  two  regiments,  con fl fling 
of  three  battalions,  under  Colonel 
Stirling,  to  dsilodge  the  enemy 
from  Billingsfort.  The  detach¬ 
ment  having  eroded  the  river  from 
Chefler,  where  the  (hips  lay,  per¬ 
formed  the  fer vice  effectually  with¬ 
out  lofs  or  oppodtion.  po  n 
The  enemy,  without  '*  1  C# 
waiting  to  be  attacked,  as  foon  as 
they  heard  of  their  approach,  im¬ 
mediately  (piked  their  artillery, 
fet  fire  to  the  barracks,  and  aban¬ 
doned  the  place  with  the  greatelt 
precipitation.  The  detachment 
waited  to  deflroy,  or  to  render  un~ 
ferviceable,  thofe  parts  of  the 
works  which  fronted  the  river. 
This  fuccefs,  with  the  fpirit  and 
perfeverance  exhibited  by  the  offi¬ 
cers  and  crews  of  the  fhips  under 
his  command,  enabled  Captain 
Hammond,  through  great  difficul¬ 
ties,  and  a  vigorous  oppodtion  from 
the  marine  force  of  the  enemy,  to 
.carry  the  principal  objed  of  the 

expedition 
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expedition  into  effect,  by  cutting 
away  and  weighing  up  fo  much  of 
the  chevaux-de- frize,  as  opened  a 
narrow  and  difficult  paffage  for 
flips  through  this  lower  barrier. 

Upon  the  return  of  the  detach¬ 
ment  from  Jerfey,  another  regi¬ 
ment  was  fent  to  meet  them  at 
Chefter,  in  order  that  they  might 
all  together  form  a  fefficient  elcort 
for  a  large  convoy  of  provifions  to 
the  camp.  The  army  Hill  lay  at 
German-Town,  a  very  long  and 
confiderable  village,  about  half  a 
dozen  miles  from  Philadelphia,  and 
which,  flretching  on  both  fides  of 
the  great  road  to  the  northward, 
forms  a  continued  ftreet  of  two 
miles  in  length.  The  line  of  en¬ 
campment  croffed  German-Town 
at  right  angles  about  the  center, 
the  left  wing  extending  on  the  welt 
from  the  town  to  the  Schuylkill. 
That  wing  was  covered  in  front, 
by  the  mounted  and  dismounted 
German  chaffeurs  ;  a  battalion  of 
light  infantry,  and  the  Queen’s 
American  rangers,  were  in  the 
front  of  the  right  ;  and  the  40th 
regiment,  with  another  battalion 
ot  light  infantry,  were  poked  at 
the  head  of  the  village.  Lord 
Cornwallis  lay  at  Philadelphia, 
with  four  battalions  of  grenadiers ; 
and  we  have  already  leen,  that 
three  regiments  had  been  detached 
on  the  fide  of  Chefter. 

The  enemy  were  encamped  at 
Skippach  Creek,  about  16  miles 
from  German -Town.  They  had 
received  fome  reinforcements,  and 
they  were  not  ignorant  that  the 
royal  army  W'as  weakened  by  the 
detachments  it  had  made  to  Phila¬ 
delphia  and  Chefter.  Thefe  cir- 
cumftances  induced  an  enterprize, 
little  expe&ed,  and  feemingly  as 
'little  fuited,  to  the  general  caution, 
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and  to  the  fuppofed  genius  and  dif- 
pofition  of  Wafhington.  Jnftead 
of  fhunning,  as  ufual,  every  thing 
that  might  lead  to  an  action,  the 
American  army  quitted  its  ftrong 
poft  at  Skippach  Creek  at  fix  in 
the-evening,  and  marched  all  night 
to  furprize  and  attack  the  royal 
army  in  its  camp  at  German- 
Town. 

At  three  o’clock  in  the  , 

•  *  t  i 

morning,  their  approach  was  H  1  ’ 
difeovered  by  the  patroles,  and  the 
army  w'as  immediately  called,  to 
arms.  They  began  their  attack 
upon  the  4.0th  regiment,  and  the 
battalion  of  light  infantry  by  which 
it  was  accompanied.  Thefe  corps, 
after  a  vigorous  refiftance,  being  at 
length  overpowered  by  numbers, 
were  preffed  and  purfued  into  the 
village.  In  this  exigence,  a  mea- 
fure  upon  which  much  of  the  fu¬ 
ture  fortune  of  the  day  depended, 
was  inftantly  and  happily  adopted, 
by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Mufgrave, 
who  threw  himfelf  with  fix  compa¬ 
nies  of  the  40th  regiment  into  a 
large  and  ftrong  ftonehoufe,  which 
lav  full  in  the  front  of  the  enemy. 

4  .  " 

By  this  meafure  they  were  check¬ 
ed  in  their  forward  hope  and  de- 
fign  of  gaining  complete  and  im¬ 
mediate  poftdlion  of  that  long- 
town  ;  which,  among  other  great 
and  obvious  advantages,  would 
have  enabled  them  effectually  to 
feparate  the  right  and  left  wings  of 
the  royal  army.  The  Colonel  and 
his  brave  party,  furrounded  by  a 
whole  brigade,  and  attacked  on 
every  fide  with  great  refolution, 
defended  the  houfe  with  the  moft: 
undaunted  courage;  and  though 
the  enemy  at  length  brought  can¬ 
non  up  to  the  affauit,  he  ftdl  main¬ 
tained  his  poft  with  equal  intre¬ 
pidity,  pouring  a  dreadlul  and  un- 

[/]  4  ceding 
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ceafing  fire  through  the  windows, 
until  affairs  had  taken  fuch  a  turn 
as  afforded  him  relief. 

This  was  accomplifhed  by  Ma¬ 
jor-General  Grey,  who  bringing 
the  front  of  a  great  part  of  the  left 
wing  by  a  timely  movement  to  the 
village,  led  on  three  battalions  of 
the  3d  brigade,  who  attacked  the 
enemy  with  vigour,  and  were  as 
bravely  fupported  and  feconded,  by 
Brigadier-General  Agoew,  at  the 
head  of  the  4th  brigade.  The  en¬ 
gagement  was  now  lor  fame  time 
very  warm  ;  but  the  enemy  being 
attacked  on  the  oppofite  fide  of  the 
village  by  two  regiments  of  the 
right  wing,  were  thrown  into  total 
diforder,  and  driven  out  of  the 
town  with  confiderable  daughter. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  light  in¬ 
fantry  and  pickets  of  the  right 
wing,  fupported  by  the  4th,  and 
feconded  by  the  49th  regiment, 
were  warmly  engaged  with  the 
enemy’s  left ;  but  General  Grey, 
after  forcing  -their  troops  in  the 
village,  having  paifed  it,  and 
bringing  the  left  wing  forward, 
they  immediately  retired  on  all 
Bides.  The  enemy  was  purfued  for 
fome  miles;  but  the  country  being 
woody,  flrong,  and  enclofed,  the 
purfnit  was  attended  with  fo  little 
effed,  that  they  carried  their  can¬ 
non  clear  off.  Lord  Cornwallis 
arrived  with  a  fquadron  of  light- 
horfe  from  Philadelphia,  towards 
the  clofe  of  the  engagement,  and 
joined  in  the  purfnit  ;  whild  three 
battalions  of  grenadiers  from  the 
fame  place,  who  had  run  thern- 
ielves  out  of  breath  in  the  ardour  of 
fuccouring  their  fellows,  were  too 
late  to  come  in  for  any  fhare  of  the 
ablion. 

It  appears  that  the  morning  was 
exceedingly  foggy,  to  which  the 


Americans  (who  had  confiderable 
fuccefs  in  the  beginning  of  the  a'c- 
tion)  attribute  their  not  improving 
the  advantages  they  at  hr  ft  gained, 
in  the  manner  which  they  would 
or.hervvife  have  done.  Por  they 
were  not  only,  as  they  affert, 
through  this  circumdance,  pre¬ 
vented  from  obferving  the  true  d- 

•  O 

tuation  of  the  enemy,  by  which 
the  latter  had  time  to  recover  from 
the  effieft  of  the  fi  rib  impreffion  they 
had  made  on  them  ;  but  the  dif¬ 
ferent  bodies  of  their  own  army 
were  kept  in  ignorance  of  each 
others  movements  and  fuccefs,  and 
were  confequently  incapable  of 
a£hng  in  concert.  It  is  even  faid, 
that  fome  of  their  parties,  in  the 
thicknefs  of  the  fog,  had  poured 
their  fire  upon  each  other  under  a 
blind  miftake  on  both  Tides  of  be¬ 
ing  engaged  with  the  enemy, 
Wafhington  paid  great  compli¬ 
ments  to  the  right  wing  for  its  good 
behaviour,  of  which  he  had  been 
a  witnefs,  but  he  left  the  conduct 
of  the  left,  at  lead,  doubtful,  by 
faying  that  he  had  not  yet  received 
fufficient  information  to  found  any 
opinion  on. 

Tire  lofs  of  the  royal  army  in 
this  adtion,  including  the  wound¬ 
ed  and  a  few  prifoners,  rather  ex¬ 
ceeded  that  at  the  Brandywine,  the 
whole  amounting  to  535  ;  but  the 
proportion  of  (lain  was  itill  finalles 
than  in  that  engagement,  and 
fcarcely  exceeded  70.  In  this  num¬ 
ber  were  unhappily  fome  very 
brave  and  didinguiffied  officers  ; 
particularly  Brigadier-General  Ag¬ 
new,  and  Lieutenant- Colonel  Bird. 
The  number  of  officers  wounded 
was  confiderable.  The  American 
lols  was  edimated  in  the  Gazette, 
at  between  200  and  300  (lain,  600 
wounded,  and  above  400  prifoners, 

Among 
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Among  the  flain  was  General  Nafh, 
and  feveral  others  officers  of  all 
ranks;  54  officers  were  taken  pri¬ 
soners.  In  this  action  the  Ameri¬ 
cans  aded  upon  the  offenfive  ;  and 
though  repul  fed  with  lofs,  fhewed 
themfelves  a  formidable  adverfary; 
capable  of  charging  with  refolution, 
and  retreating  with  good  order. 
The  hope  therefore  entertained 
from  the  effeft  of  any  fair  action 
with  them  as  decifive,  and  likely  to 
put  a  fpeedy  termination  to  tile 
war,  was  exceedingly  abated. 

The  taking  of  Philadelphia  was 
not  attended  with  all  the  advan¬ 
tages  expected  from  that  conqueft. 
The  rebel  army,  however  ftraitned, 
Hill  kept  the  field  ;  and  until  the 
Delaware  could  be  cleared,  it  was 
obvious,  that  the  army  could  not 
fupport  itfelf  in  that  town  for  the 
winter.  Therefore,  as  the  whole 
effect  of  the  campaign  depended 
upon  that  operation,  about  a  fort¬ 
night  after  the  battle,  the  King’s 
army  removed  from  German-Town 
to  Philadelphia,  as  being  a  more 
convenient  lituation  for  the  reduc¬ 
tion  of  Mud,  or  Fort  Illand,  and 
for  co-operating  with  the  naval 
force  in  opening  the  navigation  of 
the  river.  The  enemy  had  return¬ 
ed,  after  the  adlion  at  German- 
Town,  to  their  old  camp  at  Skip- 
pach  Creek,  where  they  Hill  conti¬ 
nued. 

Meafures  beino  concerted  be- 
£> 

tween  the  General  and  Admiral 
for  removing  the  oblirudtions  of  the 
river,  the  former  ordered  batteries 
to  be  ere&ed  on  the  wellern  fnore, 
or  Penfylvania  fide,  in  hopes  of 
affifiir.g  in  difiodging  the  enemy 
from  Mud  lfland,  the  difficulty  of 
accefs  to  which,  was  found  to  ren¬ 
der  its  reduction  a  much  more  tedi¬ 
ous  and  difficult  operation  than  had 


been  expected.  He  alfo  detached 
a  firong  body  of  Heffians  acrofs 
the  river  at  Cooper’s  Ferry,  oppo- 
fite  the  town,  who  were  to  march, 
down  aad  force  the  redoubt  of  Red 
Bank,  whillt  the  fhips,  and  the 
batteries  on  the  other  fide,  were 
to  carry  on  their  attacks  againll 
Mud  lfland  and  the  enemy’s  ma¬ 
rine  force.  The  Heffian  detach¬ 
ment  was  led  by  Colonel  Donop, 
(who  had  gained  great  reputation, 
in  various  adlions  of  this  war)  and 
confifted,  befides  light  infantry  and 
chaffeurs,  of  three  battalions  of 
grenadiers,  and  the  regiment  of 
Mirbaeh.  The  American  force  at 
Red  Bank  was  eilimated  at  about 
800  men. 

Though  nothing  could  exceed 
the  good  difpofitions  made  for  thefe 
feveral  attacks,  nor  the  exertions 
of  vigour  and  courage  difplayed 
both  by  the  land  and  naval  force 
on  their  different  elements,  yet 
this  entreprize  not  only  failed  of 
fuccefs,  but  was  in  every  refpedy 
unfortunate,  Colonel  nf>  , 
Donop  attacked  the  L  ’  22  • 
enemy’s  entrenchments  with  the 
utmoft  gallantry,  and  after  a  very 
fharp  a&ion,  fucceeded  in  carrying 
an  extenfive  out-work  ;  but  he 
found  the  enemv  better  covered  in. 

j 

the  body  of  the  redoubt,  and  the 
defence  more  vigorous  than  he  ex- 
pedled.  The  brave  Colonel  was 
there  mortally  wounded  and  taken 
prifoner.  Several  of  his  bell  offi¬ 
cers  were  killed  or  di fabled ,  and 
the  Heffians,  after  a  defperate  en¬ 
gagement,  wererepulfed  with  great 
lofs.  Colonel  Mingerode,  the  next 
in  command,  being  likewife  dan- 
geroully  wounded,  the  detachment 
was  brought  off  by  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Linfing,  having  fuffered 
much  in  the  approach  to  and  retreat 

from 
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from  the  affault,  by  the  Are  of  the 
enemy’s  gallies  and. floating  batte¬ 
ries,  The  Ipfs  of  the  Heffians, 
whether  as  to  private  men  or  offi¬ 
cers,  was  never  particularly  authen¬ 
ticated  ;  it  was,  however,  known 
to  be  very  conflderable  :  probably 
not  lefs  than  four  or  live  hundred 
men.  . 

The  men  of  war  and  frigates 
defined  for  the  attack,  having 
made  their  way  with  difficulty 
through  the  lower  barrier,  took 
every  poffible  difpofition  that  the 
nature  and  fixation  of  the  river 
would  admit  for  the  deftrudtion  of 
the  upper  works  and  defences, 
where  they  commenced  their  aiTault 
st  the  fame  time  that  Colonel  Do- 
was  engaged  at  Red  Bank. 
Fortune  was  not  more  favourable 
ligte  than  adhere.  The  fhips  could 
not  bring  their  Are  to  bear  with 
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any  great  effect  upon  the  works. 
The  extraordinary  obflrudlions  with 
which  the  enemy  had  interrupted 
the  free  conrfe  of  the  river,  had 
r even,  affected  its  bed,  and  wrought 
fome  alteration  in  its  known  and 
natural  channel.  By  this  means, 
the  Augufta  man  of  war,  and  Mer- 
Tin  (loop,  were  grounded  fo  fail  at 
fome  diflance  from  the  chevaux-de- 
frize,  that  there  was  no  poffibility 
of  getting  them  off.  In  this  fixa¬ 
tion,  though  the  fkili  and  courage 
of  the  officers  and  crews  of  the  fe¬ 
deral  veflals,  prevented  the  effedl  of 
four  fire  fhips  which  the  enemy  had 
fent  to  deftroy  the  Augufla,  Ihe  un¬ 
fortunately  took  Are  in  the  engage¬ 
ment,  which  placed  the  others  un¬ 
der  a  neceffity  of  retiring  with  the 
atmoft  expedition,  to  get  beyond 
the  effedt  of  the  expSofion,  In 
ihefe  urgent  and  difficult  circum- 
Itances, '  the  'Merlin  was  haftily 
evacuated,  and  laid  in  a  train  of 


deftrudHon,  and  the  greater  part  of 
the  officers  and  crew  of  the  Au¬ 
gufla  faved  ;  but  the  fecond  Lieu¬ 
tenant,  Chaplain,  and  Gunner, 
with  no  inconflderable  number  of 
the  common  men,  unhappily  pe¬ 
rilled. 

The  ill  fuccefsof  this  enterprize, 
by  no  means  damped  the  refolution 
of  the  commanders,  in  profecution 
of  the  abfolute  neceffary  work  of 
opening  the  navigation  of  the  De¬ 
laware.  New'  ground  was  taken, 
new  meafures  adopted,  and  every 
preparation  made  that  could  infure 
fuccefs  to  the  defig n.  Nor  were 
the  enemy  idle  on  their  fide.  They 
well  underflood  the  great  confe- 
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quence  it  was  of  to  them  to  keep 
the  naval  force  feparated  from  the 
army,  and  to  render  the  commu¬ 
nication  between  them  tedious  and 
difficult.  They  accordingly  left 
nothing  undone  to  ftrengthen  their 
defences. 

The  officers  and  feamen  of  the 
fleet  were  ihceffantly  employed  in 
conveying  heavy  artillery,  provi- 
iions  and  ftores,  up  the  river,  by  a 
difficult  channel  on  the  weft  Ade, 
to  a  fmal!  moraffy  iftand,  where 
they  eredted  batteries,  which  great¬ 
ly  incommoded  the  enemy’s  works 

onMudlfland.  Every  , 

,  •  ,  ■  {  Nov.  1  cth. 

thing  berng  prepared  3 

for  an  attack,  the  Ifls,  and  Somer- 
fet,  men  of  war,  paffed  up  the  eaft 
channel,  in  order  to  attack  the 
enemy’s  works  in  front  ;  feveral 
frigates  drew  up  againft  a  fort  new¬ 
ly  eredted  on  the  Jerfey  fide,  near 
Man  to  Creek,  which  was  fo  fi¬ 
xated  as  to  flank  the  men  of  war 
in  their  ftation  ;  and  two  armed 
vefiels,  mounted  with  24  pounders, 
fuccefsfully  made  their  way  through 
the  narrow  channel  on  the  vveitern 
fide  at  the  back  of  Hogg  Ifiand  ;  a 

matter 
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matter  of  the  greateft  importance 
with  refpedl  to  the  fuccefs  of  the 
attack,  as  thefe  two  vefTels,  in 
concert  with  the  batteries  newly 
eredted  in  Province  liland,  enfi¬ 
laded  the  principal  works  which 
the  enemy  had  eredled  on  Mud 
Ifland. 

A  heavy  fire  was  fupported  on 
both  fides.  At  length,  the  vigor¬ 
ous  attack  made  by  the  Ifis  in  front, 
and  by  the  two  armed  vcflels  and 
the  batteries  in  other  quarters,  fo 
overpowered  the  enemy  in  the  fort 
and  works  on  Mud  Ifland,  that 
towards  evening  their  artillery  was 
entirely  filenced.  And  they  per¬ 
ceiving  that  meafures  were  taking 
for  forcing  their  works  on  the  fol¬ 
lowing  morning,  and  being  alfo 
fenfible  that,  in  the  prefent  ft  ate  of 
things,  they  were  not  defenfible, 
they  fet  fire  to  every  thing  that 
was  capable  of  receiving  it,  and 
abandoned  the  place  in  the  night. 

The  lofs  of  the  enemy  in  men 
was  faid  to  be  very  confiderable  ; 
that  of  the  fleet,  was  more  trifling 
than  could  have  been  fuppofed. 
Their  artillerv  and  fome  Acres 
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were  taken  at  Mud  Ifland.  In 
two  days  after,  Lord  Cornwallis 
palled  over  with  a  detachment  from 
Chefter  to  Billing’s  Fort,  where 
he  was  joined  by  a  body  of  forces 
juft  arrived  from  New  York.  They 
proceeded  all  together  to  Red  Bank, 
which  the  enemy  abandoned  at 
their  approach,  leaving  their  ar¬ 
tillery  with  a  confiderable  quantity 
of  cannon-ball  and  ftores  behind 
them.  The  works  were  demo- 
liffied. 

The  enemy’s  {hipping  having 
now  loft  all  protection  on  either 
fide  of  the  river,  feverai  of  their 
gallies  and  other  armed  vefTels 
took  the  advantage  of  a  favourable 
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night,  topafsthe  batteries  of  Phi¬ 
ladelphia,  and  efcape  to  places  of 
fecurity  farther  up.  The  difco- 
very  of  this  tranfa&ion  occafioned 
the  fending  an  officer  with  a  party 
of  feamen  to  man  the  Delaware 
frigate  lately  taken,  and  lying  at 
Philadelphia,  and  the  taking  of 
fuch  other  meafures,  as  rendered 
the  efcaping  of  the  remainder  im¬ 
practicable.  Thus  environed,  the 
crews  abandoned  and  fet  fire  to 
their  veftels,  which  were  all  con- 
fumed  to  the  amount  of  feventecn 
of  different  forts,  including  the 
two  floating  batteries,  and  fire- 
ffiips.  With  all  thefe  advantages, 
the  l'eafon  of  the  year,  and  other 
impediments,  rendered  the  clear¬ 
ing  of  the  river,  in  any  confider¬ 
able  degree,  impracticable  ;  fo 
that  the  making  or  difcovering  of 
fuch  a  channel,  as  might  admit  the 
paftage  of  tranfports  and  veftels  of 
eafy  burden  with  proviflons  and 
r.ec  eflaries  for  the  ufe  of  the  army 
at  Philadelphia,  was  ail  that  could 
be  obtained  at  prefent. 

General  Wafhington  being  rein¬ 
forced  by  4000  men  from  the 
northern  army,  advanced  within 
14  miles  of  Philadelphia,  to  a  place 
called  White  Marlh,  where  he 
encamped  in  a  very  ltrong  pofition, 
with  his  right  to  the  Wiffahichon 
Creek,  and  the  front  partly  cover¬ 
ed  by  Sandy  Run.  As  this  move¬ 
ment  feemed  to  indicate  a  difpofi- 
tion  to  adventure,  General  Howe 
was  not  without  hopes,  that  the 
late  reinforcement  would  encourage 
them  to  hazard  a  battle  for  the  re¬ 
covery  of  Philadelphia.  If  fuch 
was  their  intention,  he  was  deter¬ 
mined  that  they  fhould  not  cool  in 
it,  for  want  of  an  opportunity  of 
bringing  it  into  aftion  ;  or  if  they 
ft  ill  adhered  to  their  ufual  fyftem 

of 


i4o]  ANNUAL  RE 

of  caution  and  defence,  it  was  ftili 
reafonably  to  be  hoped  that  upon 
a  clofe  infpedtion  of  their  fituation, 
fume  part  of  their  camp  would  be 
found  fo  vulnerable  as  to  admit  of 
a  fnccefsful  impreUion. 

Upon  the  Is  grounds  the  General 
marched  the  army  from  Philadel¬ 
phia  on  the  4th  of  December  at 
night,  and  took  poll  on  Cheflhut 
Hill,  in  the  front  of  the  enemy’s 
riuht,  on  the  next  morning.  Find- 
ing  that  their  right  afforded  no 
opening  for  an  attack,  he  changed 
his  ground  before  day  on  the  7th, 
and  took  a  new  pofitioh  oppofite  to 
their  center  and  left.  Some  fkir- 
mifhes  happened,  in  which  the 
enemy  were  con  flan  tly  defeated, 
and  their  flying  parties  purfued 
home  almoft  to  their  works.  The 
General,  at  length,  after  continu¬ 
ing  above  three  days  conftantly  in 
their  fight,  advancing  within  a  mile 
of  their  lines,  and  examining  their 
works  with  the  clofefl  attention, 
finding  that  nothing  could  provoke 
©r  entice  them  to  adtion,  and  that 
their  camp  was  in  every  part  inac- 
ceffible,  save  up  the  profecution  of 
a  dehen  which  was  evidently  fruit- 
hfs.  The  army  alfo  buffered  great¬ 
ly  from  the  feverity  of  the  weather, 
both  officers  and  foldiers  being  to¬ 
tally  deftitute  of  tents  and  field 
equipage. 

■  The  Genera]  accordingly  began 
his  march  to  Philadelphia  on  the 
afternoon  of  the  8th,  in  full  view 
of  the  enemy,  without  being  p  ur¬ 
ine  d,  or  in  the  final  left  degree  in- 
f:( t m  m 0 d e d  on  h i  s  re t u r n .  A s  t h e 
(c'afon  was  now  too  far  advanced, 
to  admit  of  any  other  attention 
than  what  related  to  the  accommo¬ 
dation  of  the  army,  a  grand  de¬ 
tachment  was  Cent  out  to  procure 
forage  for  the  winter,  which  was 
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fuccefsfully  performed.  In  the 
mean  time,  W aldington  removed 
his  camp  from  White  Marik  to 
Valley  Forge,  upon  the  Schuylkill* 
about  15  or  16  miles  from  Phila¬ 
delphia,  in  a  very  itrong,  and  con- 
ftquentlv  fecure  pofition.  No¬ 
thing  could  afford  a  ftronger  proof, 
to  whoever  confiders  the  nature  and 
difpofition  of  thof’e  people,  of  the 
unbounded  influence  on  the  minds 
both  of  his  officers  and  men  which 
that  General  poffeffed,  than  his 
being  able,  not  only  to  keep  them 
tog-ether,  but  to  fubmit  to  the  in- 
commodities  and  diilreffes  inci¬ 
dent  to  living  in  a  hutted  camp, 
during  the  fever'e  winter  of  that 
climate,  and  where  all  his  fup- 
plies  of  provifion  and  (lores  mull 
come  from  a  great  diflance,  at 
much  expence  and  no  fmall  hazard. 
It  was  alfo  a  proof  with  many 
others,  of  the  general  flrong  difpo- 
iition  of  America,  to  fuffer  all 
things  rather  than  fubmit  to  force. 

Such  was  the  iffue  of  the  cam¬ 
paign  upon  the  Delaware.  A  cam¬ 
paign  which  affords  much  room  for 
the  moll  ferious  reflection.  'The 
British  arms  were  crowned  with  the 
rnofl  brillant  fuccefs.  Two  very 
confiderable  vidlories  were  ob¬ 
tained.  In  all  leffer  adtions,  ba¬ 
ting  the  affair  at  Red  Bank,  they 
were  equally  triumphant.  Yet  with 
all  this  tide  of  fu  cce  1^9  all  the  fruit 
derived  from  our  vidtories  at  the 
clofe  of  the  campaign,  amounted 
to  no  more  than  limply  a  good 
winter  lodging  for  our  army  in  the 
city  of  Philadelphia  ;  whilil  the 
troops  pofTeffed  no  more  of  the  ad¬ 
jacent  country  than  what  they  im¬ 
mediately  commanded  with  their 
arms.  It  was  flill  more  difeou- 
raging,  that  the  enemy  had  given 
repeated  proofs,  that  however  he 

mighs 
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might  engage  them  when  he 
thought  it  to  his  advantage,  it  was 

l'  w 

impoffible  for  the  royal  army  to 
brin?  him  to  aCtion  againft  his 
confent.  This  gave  occafion  to 
much  uneafmefsin  England  ;  vvhere 
the  news  of  the  full:  fuccefTes  had 
can  fed  the  greatell  exaltation, 
which  was  nowfucceeded  with  very 
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gloomy  reflections  on  the  peculiar 
and  fatal  circumllances,  which, 
from  the  nature  of  the  country, 
and  other  co-operating  caufes,  had 
diftinguifhed  this  war,  from  all 
others  in  which  we  had  ever  been 
concerned  ;  and  in  which  viCtory 
and  defeat  were  nearly  productive 
of  the  fame  confequences. 


CHAP.  Vin.‘ 


Canada.  Conduft  of  the  northern  expedition  committed  to  General  Btirroyne. 
Preparations  made  by  General  Car  let  on.  Line  of  conduft  purfued  by  hint 
upon  the  new  arrangement .  Different  opinions  upon  the  utility  and  pro¬ 
priety  of  employing  the  Savages.  Staff  of  the  force  under  the  command  of 
General  Burgoyne.  Canadians  obliged  to  contribute  largely  to  the  fervice. 
Expedition  under  Colonel  St.  Leger.  IVar  fecjl,  and Jpeech  to  the  Indians 
at  the  ri-ver  Bouquet.  Manifefo .  Royal  army  invefi  eI iconderoga  and 

Mount  Independence.  Council  of  -war  held ,  and  the  forts  abandoned  by 
ike  Americans .  Boom  and  bridge  cut  through.  P urfuit  by  land  and 
w , ,jer.  American  gallics  and  batteaux  defroyed  near  Skenejborougb  Wa¬ 
ter  falls.  Americans  fet  fire  to.  and  abandon  their  works.  Rear  of  the 

Americans  overtaken  by  General  F  ranter  near  Hu' her  ton.  Colonel  Francis  , 

defeated  and  killed.  General  St.  Clair ,  with  the  remains  of  his  army , 
take  to  the  woods  ;  an  1  arrive  at  length  at  Fort  Edward.  Enemy  bravely 
repulfed  by  Colonel  Hill,  and  the  gth  regiment,  who  are  obliged  to  engage 
tinder  a  vaf  fuperiority  of  force.  Americans  Jet  fire  to,  and  abandon  Fort 
Anne.  Extraordinary  difficulties  encountered  by  the  royal  army  in  the  march 
to  Fort  Edward.  American  Army  retires  to  Saratoga . 


WE  now  turn  from  exempli¬ 
fying  victory  without  equi¬ 
valent  advantage  in  one  quarter,  to 
behold  the  molt  mifehievous  confe¬ 
quences  of  defeat  in  another.  The 
war  uDon  the  fide  of  Canada  and 

r 

the  lakes  was  committed  to  the 
charge  of  Lieutenant-General  Bur- 

O 

goyne  ;  an  officer  whofe  ability 
was  unqueflioned,  and  whofe  fpi- 
rit  of  enterprize,  and  third  for  mi¬ 
litary  glory,  however  rivalled, 
could  not  poffibly  be  exceeded. 

This  appointment,  however  pal¬ 
liated  or  juflified,  by  the  propriety 
or  fuppofed  neceffity  of  the  Go¬ 


vernor’s  confUnt  refidence  in  his 
province,  could  not  fail  of  being 
fenfibly  felt,  and  could  fcarcely  bs 
fuppofed  not  to  give  umbrage,  to 
General  Carleton,  to  whofe  abili¬ 
ties,  and  refolutioM,  this  nation  in 
general  acknowledge,  and  the 
world  attributed,  the  prefervation 
of  Canada.  It  was  faid,  that  his 
powers  had  been  diminifhed  in 
proportion  to  the  greatnefs  of  his 
fervices.  His  military  command 
extended  before  to  every  pa-t  of 
America,  whither  he  might  find  it 
fitting  to  conduCl  the  army  under 
his  direction.  It  was  now  fuddenly 

retrained 
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reflrained  to  the  narrow  limits  of 
his  own  province.  He  had,  faid 
his  friends,  in  the  preceding  cam¬ 
paign,  not  only  driven  the  enemy 
out  of  Canada,  but  a  great  naval 
armament  had  been  formed,  the 
enemy’s  force  on  Lake  Champlain 
deflroyed,  and  Crown  Point  reco¬ 
vered,  under  his  authority.  The 
latenefs  of  the  feafon  only,  pre¬ 
vented  him  from  attacking  Ticon- 
deroga,  and  immediately  profecu- 
ting  the  war  to  the  fouthward,  He 
had,  during  the  winter,  exerted  his 
ufual  industry,  and  applied  his  mi¬ 
litary  {kill  and  judgment,  in  the 
forwarding  of  every  preparation, 
which  might  conduce  to  the  fuccefs 
of  the  defign  in  the  enfuing  cam¬ 
paign.  At  the  opening  of  the 
communication  with  England,  in- 
Head  of  the  reinforcement  which  he 
had  required  and  expected  for  the 
completion  of  his  purpose,  he  re¬ 
ceived  an  arrangement  totally  new, 
which  as  it  had  been  framed  with¬ 
out  any  reference  to  his  judgment, 
or  attention  to  his  approbation, 
left  nothing  to  his  difcretion  or  opi¬ 
nion  in  the  execution.  Two  expe¬ 
ditions  were  to  be  formed,  in  each 
of  which,  the  number  and  nature 
of  the  troops  to  be  employed,  the 
particular  fervice  of  each  corps, 
with  its  fubdivifions,  and  the 
fmalled  detachment  to  be  made 
from  it,  had  been  minutely  and 
precifely  fpecified  by  the  Minifter. 
He  was  not  even  con  Tubed  as  to 
the  number  or  nature  of  the  troops 
which  were  to  remain  in  his  hands 
for  the  defence  or  fecurity  of  Ca¬ 
nada.  In  a  word,  the  army  which 
he  had  lately  commanded  was 
taken  out  of  his,  and  placed  in 
other  hands,  and  officers  who  late¬ 
ly  a£tcd  under  his  direction,  were, 
by  a  detraction  from  his  authority, 


virtually  placed  in  independent 
commands  ;  for  their  infiru&ions 
to  put  themfelves  under  the  orders 
of  Sir  William  Howe,  Teemed  lit¬ 
tle  more  than  a  mockery,  as  that 
General  had  informed  Sir  Guv 
Carleton,  that  the  concerted  ope¬ 
rations  of  the  campaign  on  his  fide, 
would  lead  him  to  fuch  a  diftance, 
as  to  render  any  communication  of 
that  nature  impracticable. 

That  the  Governor  felt  and  un¬ 
derflood  this  arrangement  and 
thefe  appointments  in  the  manner 
we  have  related  from  the  com¬ 
plaints  of  his  friends  in  England, 
Teems  evident  from  the  immediate 
refignation  of  his  government 
which  then  took  place  ;  but  as  the 
notification,  the  appointment  of 
another,  and  the  paffiige  of  his 
fucceffor  from  Europe,  were  all 
works  of  time,  he  was  Hill,  how¬ 
ever  ungrateful  the  talk,  obliged  to 
continue  in  the  exercife  of  his  of¬ 
fice,  during  a  longer  period  than 
that  of  which  we  are  treating. 

Under  thefe  circumfiances,  and 
in  this  trying  and  difficuitfituation, 
he  endeavoured  to  ffievv  that  re- 
fentement  could  not  warp  him  from 
his  duty,  and  he  applied  himfelf 
with  the  fame  diligence  and  ener¬ 
gy,  to  forward  by  every  poffible 
means,  and  to  fupport  in  all  its 
parts  the  expedition,  as  if  the  ar¬ 
rangement  was  entirely  his  own. 
This  conduct,  however  praifewor- 
thy,  was  not  lefs  neceffary,  from 
the  peculiar  nature  of  the  fervice 
which  was  to  be  performed ;  a  fer¬ 
vice  exceedingly  complicated  in 
the  arrangement,  uncommonly  nu¬ 
merous  in  the  parts  ;  and  many  un- 
ufual  in  practice.  It  will  not  be 
difficult  to  conceive,  how  effiedlu- 
ally  negligence,  dillike,  obfti.nacy, 
or  even  a  colourable  and  rational 

diffierence 
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difference  of  opinion  in  fome  dif- 
putable  points,  might  frultrare  all 
the  hopes,  founded  upon  luch  afy- 
llem. 

Nothing  of  this  fort  intervened, 
to  damp  the  fpirit  or  to  dereat  the 
fuccefs  of  the  expedition.  The 
preparations  were  carried  on  with 
vigour. 

We  have  before  taken  notice, 
that  the  miniders,  and  more  par¬ 
ticularly  the  noble  Lord  at  the  head 
of  the  American  department,  were 
not  only  paricularly  incereited  in 
the  event,  but  had  founded  the 
moll:  fanguine  hopes  upon  the  fuc¬ 
cefs  of  this  expedition.  Nothing 
was  accordingly  left  undone  on 
their  fide,  which,  in  proportion  to 
the  number  of  regular  troops  that 
could  be  fpared  for  that  particular 
fervice,  might  conduce  to  give  ef¬ 
ficacy  to  their  operations.  Be- 
fides,  Canada  it  was  hoped  would 
fupply  a  warlike  though  undifci- 
plined  militia,  well  calculated  for, 
and  acquainted  with,  the  peculiar 
nature  of  the  fervice  and  country. 

To  ftrengthen  and  increafe  this 
irregular,  but  neceffary  aid,  arms 
and  accoutrements  were  amply  pro¬ 
vided,  to  fupply  thofe  numerous 
loyalifts,  who  were  expe&ed  to 
join  the  royal  army  a3  foon  as  it 
approached  or  penetrated  the  fron¬ 
tiers  of  the  adjacent  provinces.'  As 
a  powerful  artillery  is  confidered  to 
be  the  great  and  effective  arm  in 
an  American  war,  where  a  nu¬ 
merous  and  undifciplined  enemy  is 
to  be  continually  attacked  in  diffi¬ 
cult  pods,  and  driven  out  of 
woods  and  faflneffes,  fo  this  part 
of  the  fervice  was  particularly  at¬ 
tended  to,  and  the  brafs  train  that 
was  fent  out  upon  this  expedition, 
was  perhaps  the  fined,  and  proba¬ 
bly  the  mod  excellently  fupplied 
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as  to  officers  and  private  men,  that 
had  ever  been  allotted  to  fecond 
the  operations  of  any  army,  which, 
did  not  far  exceed  the  prefent  in 
number. 

Belides  thefe  forces,  feveral  na¬ 
tions  of  favages  had  been  induced 
to  come  into  the  field.  This  mea¬ 
sure  was  defended  upon  the  fup- 
pofed  neceffity  of  the  cafe  ;  as  if 
from  their  charadter  it  was  pre¬ 
fumed  they  could  not  lie  dill,  and 
if  not  engaged  in  the  King’s  fer¬ 
vice,  would  have  joined  the  Ame¬ 
ricans.  Whatever  advantages  were 
hoped  from  them.  General  Carle- 
ton  did  not  in  the  preceding  year 
make  much  ufe  of  them  ;  but  ci¬ 
villy  diimiffed  them  at  the  clofe  of 
the  campaign,  on  a  promife  of 
their  appearing  in  the  next  if  re-' 
quired.  There  has  been  a  good 
deal  of  difeuffion,  which  we  want 
materials  to  fettle,  how  far  he  ap¬ 
proved  of  their  employment  at  ail. 
The  friends  of  minidry  faid,  that 
he  had  recommended  and  forward¬ 
ed  the  meafure.  Others  faid,  that 
partly  from  humanity,  partly  from 
his  forming  ajud  edimate  of  their 
fervices,  and  knowing  by  experi¬ 
ence  the  extent  of  their  powers  and 
ability  in  war,  he  was  unwilling  to 
ufe  them,  knowing  that  they  were 
capricious,  incondant,  and  in- 
tradable.  That  as  their  ideas  of 
war  and  of  courage  were  totally 
different  from  thofe  of  civilized  na¬ 
tions,  fo,  notwithdandi ng  their 
ferocity  of  character,  and  the  in¬ 
credible  fpecimens  of  palfive  valour 
which  they  forne  times  exhibited  in 
cafes  adapted  to  their  own  opini¬ 
ons,  they  not  only  abhorred,  but 
dreaded,  whatever  is  confidered  as 
fair  and  generous  fervice  among 
Europeans,  wherein  the  contend¬ 
ing  parties  bravely  feek  and  are 

included 
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included  in  one  common  danger, 
trading  only  for  fuccefs  to  their 
fuperior  Ikill  and  courage.  That 
their  objeft  and  defign  in  all  wars, 
was  not  to  fight,  but  to  murder  ; 
not  to  conquer,  but  to  dedroy.  In 
a  word,  that  their  fervice  was  un¬ 
certain,  their  rapacity  infatiate, 
their  faith  ever  doubtful,  and  their 
actions  cruel  and  barbarous. 

Whatever  his  reafons  were  for 
not  employing  them  in  a  more  ear¬ 
ly  and  effectual  manner,  it  it  were 
in  his  power  to  do  it,  as  early  and 
effectually  as  was  imagined,  this 
conduct  was  far  from  being  gene¬ 
rally  approved  of  at  home.  Thofe 
who  were  particularly  warm  in 
their  zeal  againd  the  colonies,  be¬ 
gan  fomewhat  to  forget  their  na¬ 
tural  humanity  in  their  anger. 
They  infided,  that  every  appear 
anee  of  lenience  in  fuch  circum- 
ilances  was  aftual  cruelty  in  the 
effect,  by  acting  as  an  incentive  to 
ciifobedience,  and  increafing  the 
objects  of  punifhment.  That  on 
the  contrary,  partial  feverity  was 
general  mercy ;  as  timely  exertion^ 
of  judice,  and  drift  infliftions  of 
punifhment,  were  at  all  times  the 
fore  means  of  preventing  crimes. 
That  the  only  method  of  fpeedily 
crufhing  the  rebellion,  was  to  ren¬ 
der  the  fituation  of  the  aftors  in  it 
fo  intolerable,  that  a  ceffation 
from  danger,  and  the  bleflings  of 
repofe,  diould  become  the  only 
objefts  of  their  contemplation  and 
hope.  That  the  means  were  but 
little  to  be  attended  to,  when  they 
led  to  thp  accomplifhment  of  fo 
great  and  happy  a  purpofe,  as  the 
dedruftion  of  rebellion,  and  the  re- 
doration  of  oyder  and  legal  govern¬ 
ment.  And  that  in  all  convuldons 
of  dates,  the  innocent  were  too 
frequently  involved  in  the  calami¬ 


ties  which  were  intended  or  wifhed 
to  be  confined  entirely  to  the  guil¬ 
ty  ;  but  fuch  was  the  lot  and  con¬ 
dition  of  mankind,  and  this  evil, 
however  deplored,  could  not  in 
nujn'berlefs  indances  be  avoided  or 
prevented.  This  doftrine  was  iup- 
ported  by  the  avowed  friends  of 
government,  whether  cut  of  office, 
or  in  the  fubordinate  departments 
of  the  date  ;  it  was  alio  generally 
fuppofed  to  be  con  format  to  the 
opinions  of  the  miniders,  and  that 
General  Carleton’s  fcruples,  or 
niceties  upon  this  point,  were  by  no 
means  acceptable. 

However  this  was,  in  the  pre¬ 
fen  t  arrangement,  the  aid  of  the 
favages  was  coofidered  as  a  princi¬ 
pal  member  of  that  force  which 
was  dedined  to  the  profecution  of 
the  northern  war,  and  the  Governor 
of  Canada  was  accordingly  enjoin¬ 
ed  to  ufe  his  utmod  weight  and 
induence,  in  bringing  the  Indian 
nations  forward  in  fuppert  of  the 
expedition.  His  zeal  was  as  ac¬ 
tive  in  fulfilling  this  duty,  as  it 
was  in  every  other  which  apper¬ 
tained  to  the  prefen t  fervice.  Nor 
was  his  fuccels  dii proportioned  to 
his  zeal.  Whether  it  proceeded 
from  the  Governor^  influence  with 
the  Indians,  their  avidity  to  feize 
the  prefents  which  were  now  libe¬ 
rally  didributed  arnongd  them, 
from  their  own  innate  third  for 
war  and  plunder,  or  more  proba¬ 
bly,  from  the  joint  operation  of 
all  thefe  caufes,  their  remote  as 
well  as  near  nations  poured  forth 
their  warriors  in  fuch  abundance, 
that  he  became  at  length  appre- 
henfive,  that  their  numbers  might 
render  them  an  incumbrance  rather 
than  an  aid  to  the  army. 

The  regular  force  allotted  to  the 
expedition  conducted  by  General 

Burgoy  ne, 
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Burgoyne,  confuting  of  Britifh  and 
German  troops,  amounted  to  7173 
men,  exclufive  of  the  artillery 
corps.  Of  thefe,  the  German 
corps  (confiding  modly  of  Brunf- 
wickers)  amounted  to  32  17.  The 
force  required  by  that  General  in 
the  propofals  which  he  laid  before 
the  Minider,  confided  of  Sooo  re¬ 
gulars,  rank  and  die,  befides  the 
artillery,  a corpsof watermen, 2000 
Canadians,  including  hatchetmen, 
and  other  workmen  with  a  thou- 
fand,  or  more,  favages.  We  have 
no  certain  information  what  num¬ 
ber  of  thefe  auxiliaries  were  in  ac¬ 
tual  fervice  upon  the  expedition. 

Canada  was  largely  rated,  and 
its  inhabitants  mud  have  fenfibly 
felt  the  proportion  which  they  were 
allotted  to  contribute  towards  this 
fervice.  In  the  propofals  laid  be¬ 
fore  the  Minider,  befides  the  mi- 
litia  and  various  fpecies  of  work¬ 
men  fuppofed  neceffary  to  be  im¬ 
mediately  attached  to  the  army, 
and  to  accompany  it  on  the  expe¬ 
dition,  chains  of  their  militia,  pa- 
troles,  and  pods,  were  expedited  to 
occupy  the  Woods  in  the  frontiers 
on  the  rear  of  the  army,  partly  to 
intercept  the  communication  be¬ 
tween  the  enemy  and  the  ill  arfedled 
in  Canada,  partly  to  prevent  de- 
fertion  and  to  procure  intelligence, 
and  for  various  other  ^uties  necef¬ 
fary  towards  keeping  trie  country 
in  quiet.  Another  great  call  upon 
them  was  for  workmen  to  complete 
the  fortifications  at  SorelSt.  John’s, 
Chamblee  and  Ifle  an  Noix,  which 
it  was  fuppofed  would  amount  to 
2000  men.  A  dill  greater  call 
upon  the  Canadians,  and  the  more 
grievous,  as  it  was  at  their  feed- 
lowing  feafon,  was  for  the  tranf- 
port  of  all  the  provifions,  artillery- 
dores,  and  baggage  of  the  army, 
Vol-.  XX. 


from  the  different  repofitories  to  the 
water,  and  afterwards  at  the  car¬ 
rying  places,  befides  the  corveea 
for  making  the  roads.  Itwasedi- 
mated  that  this  fervice  would,  for 
fome  time  before,  and  at  the  open¬ 
ing  of  the  campaign,  require  no 
lefs  than  2000  men,  befides  a  very* 
large  proportion  of  herfes  and 
carts. 

General  Burgoynewas  feconded 
hy  able  and  excellent  officers.  Of 
thefe,  Major-General  Philips  of 
the  artillery,  who  had  gained  fuch 
didinguifhed  renown  by  his  conduffc 
in  that  fervice  during  the  late  war 
in  Germany,  deferves  to  be  parti¬ 
cularly  mentioned.  He  was  like- 
wife  adided  by  the  Brigadier- Ge¬ 
nerals,  Frazer,  Powel,  and  Ha¬ 
milton,  all  didinguifhed  officers, 
with  the  Brunfwick  Major-General 
Baron  Reidefel,  and  Brigadier- 
General  Speeht.  The  army  was, 
in  every  refpedl,  in  the  bed  condi¬ 
tion  that  could  poffibly  be  expected 
or  vvifhed,  the  troops  being  in  the 
highed  fpirits,  admirably  difei- 
plined,  and  uncommonly  healthy. 

The  detachment  on  the  expedi¬ 
tion  to  the  Mohawk  River  under 
Colonel  St.  Leger,  did  not  proba¬ 
bly  exceed  feven  or  eight  hundred 
men,  confiding  of  200  drawn  from 
the  Sth  and  34th  regiments,  a  re^ 
giment  of  New-Yorkers,  lately 
raifed  by,  and  under  the  command 
of.  Sir  John  Johnfon,  being  modly 
emigrants  from  his  own  country 
adjoining  to  the  intended  feene  of 
adion,  with  fome  Hanau  chaffeurs, 
a  company  of  Canadians,  and  an¬ 
other  of  newly  raifed  rangers. 
Thefe  were  joined  by  adrong  body 
of  favages,  in  part  conduced,  or 
if  it  may  be  termed  officered,  by  a 
number  of  Britifh  and  Americans. 
The  regular  force  left  in  Canada, 
[K]  including 
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including  the  Highland  emigrants  junction.  And  they  were  promifed 
under  that  denomination,  amount-  a  compenfation  for  prifoners,  but 
ed  to  about  $700  men,  informed  that  they  fhould  be  called 

The  army  being  at  length  ar-  to  account  for  fcalps,  Thefe  en- 
rived  and  encamped  at  the  River  deavours  did  in  fome  meafure  mi- 
Bouquet,  on  the  wed  iide  of  Lake  tigate,  but  were  not  of  force  wholly 
Champlain,  and  at  no  very  great  to  redrain  their  ferocity,  of  which 
diftance  to  the  northward  of  Crown  fome  unhappy  indances  afterwards 
Point,  General  Burgcyne,  there  appeared. 

met  the  Indians  in  Congrefs,  and  The  General  foon  after  difperfed 
afterwards,  in  compliance  with  the  a  manifefto,  calculated  to  fpread 
cudoms  of  thofe  people,  gave  them  terror  among  the  contumacious, 
a  war  fead.  The  fpeech  w'hich  he  and  particularly  to  revive  in  their 
Tune  21  t0  tf,e  favages  upon  minds  every  latent  impreflion  of 

J  ’  this  occadon  has  been  fear  derived  from  knowledge  or  in- 
'  1  publifhed.  It  was  cal-  formation  of  the  cruel  operations  of 
culated,  in  thofe  powerful  drains  the  favages,  whofe  numbers  were 
of  elocution  by  which  that  gentle-  accordingly  magnified,  and  their 
man  is  didinguifbed,  to  excite  their  eagernefs  to  be  let  loofe  to  their 
ardour  in  the  common  caufe,  and  prey,  defcribed  with  uncommon, 
at  the  fame  time  to  reprefs  their  energy.  The  force  of  that  great 
barbarity.  For  this  purpofe  he  power,  which  was  now  fpread  by 
took  pains  in  explaining  to  them  fea  and  land,  to  embrace  or  to 
the  diltinCtion,  between  a  war  car-  crufh  every  part  of  America,  was 
ried  on  againft  a  common  enemy,  difplayed  in  full,  lofty  and  ex- 
In  which  the  whole  country  and  prellive  language.  The  rebellion, 
people  were  hoflile,  and  the  pre-  with  its  efFeCts,  and  the  conduit  of 
lent,  in  which  good  and  faithful  the  prefent  governors  and  govern- 
fubjeCts  were  largely,  and  of  ne-  ments,  were  charged  with  the 
ceffity,  intermixed  with  rebels  and  highed  colouring,  and  exhibited  a 
traitors.  Upon  this  principle  he  mod  hideous  picture,  of  unparal- 
laid  down  leveral  injunctions  for  leled  injudice,  cruelty,  perfecution 
the  government  of  their  conduit,  and  tyranny.  Encouragement  and 
particularly,  that  they  fhould  only  employment  were  affured  to  thofe, 
kill  thofe  who  were  oppofed  to  who  with  a  difpodtion  and  ability 
them  in  arms;  that  old  men,  wo-  fuited  to  the  purpofe,  fhould  ac- 
men,  children,  and  prifoners,  tually  aflid  in  redeeming  their 
fhould  be  held  facred  from  the  country  from  flavery,  and  in  the 
knife  or  hatchet,  even  in  the  heat  re-edablifhment  of  legal  govern- 
of  ailual  conflict;  that  they  fhould  ment.  Protection  and  fecurity, 
only  fcalp  thofe  whom  they  had  clogged  with  conditions,  redriited 
flain  in  fair  opposition;  but  that  by  circum dances,  and  rather  im- 
under  no  pretence,  fubtlety,  orco-  perfectly  or  inexplicitiy  exprefled, 
lour  of  prevarication,  they  fhould  were  held  out  to  the  peaceable  and 
fcalp  the  wounded,  or  even  dying;  induflrious,  whocontinued  in  their 
much  lefs  kill  perfons  in  that  con-  habitations.  And  all  the  calami- 
dition;  by  way  of  evading  the  in-  ties  and  outrages  of  war,  arrayed 
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in  their  raoft  terrific  forms,  were 
denounced  againlt  thofe  who  per- 
fevered  in  their  hodility. 

The  army  having  made  a  fhort 
(lay  at  Crown  Point,  for  the  eda- 
blilhment  of  magazines,  an  hofpi- 
tal,  and  other  neceffary  fervices, 
proceeded,  in  concert  with  the  na¬ 
val  armament,  to  inveft  Ticonde- 
roga,  which  was  the  firft  objeCl  of 
their  dedination.  Although  the 
rafh  and  ill  conducted  attempt 
made  upon  that  place  in  the  year 
1758,  with  the  confequent  repuife 
and  heavy  lofs  fuftained  by  the 
Britidi  army,  rendered  it  at  that 
time  an  objeCl  of  general  attention, 
it  may  not  at  this  diftance  of  time 
be  wholly  unneceffary  to  take  fome 
notice  of  its  fituation,  as  well  as  of 
its  (late  of  defence. 

Ticonderoga  lies  on  the  weflern 
fhore,  and  only  a  few  miles  to  tfie 
northward  from  the  commencement 
of  that  narrow  inlet,  by  which  the 
water  from  Lake  George  is  con¬ 
veyed  to  Lake  Champlain.  Crown 
Point  lies  about  a  dozen  miles  far¬ 
ther  north  at  the  extremity  of  that 
inlet.  The  firflof  thefe  places  is 
fituatedon  an  angle  of  land,  which 
is  furrounded  on  three  fides  by  wa¬ 
ter,  and  that  covered  by  rocks*  A 
great  part  of  the  fourth  fide  was 
covered  by  a  deep  morafs,  and 
where  that  faiis,  the  old  French 
lines  dill  continued  as  a  defence  on 
the  north-well  quarter.  The  Ame¬ 
ricans  (Lengthened  thefe  lines  with 
additional  works  and  a  block- 
houfe.  They  had  other  pods  with 
works  and  blockhoufes,  on  the 
left,  towards  Lake  George.  To 
the  right  of  the  French  lines  they 
had  alio  two  new  blockhoufes  with 
other  works. 

On  the  eadern  fhore  of  the  inlet, 
and  oppofite  10  Ticonderoga,  the 
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Americans  had  taken  dill  more 
pains  in  fortifying  a  high  circular 
hill,  to  which  they  gave  the  name 
of  Mount  Independence.  On  the 
fummitofthis,  which  is  Table  land, 
they  had  ere&ed  a  dar  fort,  en- 
clofing  a  large  fquare  of  barracks, 
well  fortified  and  fupplied  with  ar¬ 
tillery.  The  foot  of  the  moan* 
tain,  which  on  the  wed  fide  pro¬ 
jected  into  the  water,  was  drongly 
entrenched  to  its  edge,  and  the 
entrenchment  well  lined  with  heavy 
artillery.  A  battery  about  half 
way  up  the  mount,  fudained  and 
covered  thefe  lower  works. 

The  Americans,  with  their 
ufual  indudrv,  had  joined  thefe 
two  pods  by  a  bridge  of  communi¬ 
cation  thrown  over  the  inlet.  This 
was,  like  many  other  of  their  per¬ 
formances,  a  great  and  mod  labo¬ 
rious  work.  The  bridge  was  fup- 
ported  cn  £2  funken  piers  of  very 
large  timber,  placed  at  nearly 
equal  didances;  the  fpaces  be¬ 
tween  thefe  were  filled  with  fepa- 
rate  doats,  each  about  fifty  feet 
long  and  twelve  feet  wide,  drong¬ 
ly  fader.ed  together  with  chains 
and  rivets,  and  as  effectually  at¬ 
tached  to  the  funken  pillars.  On 
the  Lake  Champlain  dde  of  the 
bridge,  it  was  defended  by  a  boom 
compofed  of  very  large  pieces  of 
timber,  fadened  together  by  rivet- 
ted  bolts  and  double  chains,  made 
of  iron  an  inch  and  half  fquare. 
Thus  not  only  a  communication 
was  maintained  between  thefe  two 
pods,  b«t  all  accefs  by  water  from 
the  northern  fide  was  totally  cue 
off. 

It  is  to  be  obferved,  that  as  the 
inlet  immediately  after  paffmg  Ti¬ 
conderoga,  affumes  a  new  form, 
fuddenly  widening  to  a  condder- 
able  breadth,  and  becoming  navi- 

\K]  z  gable 
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gable  to  vefiels  of  burden ,  lo  from 
thence  it  alfo  holds  the  name  of 
Champlain,  although  it  is  not  yet 
properly  a  part  of  the  lake.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  fouthern  gut 
from  Lake  George,  bdides  being 
narrow,  is  alfo  rendered  unnavi- 
gable  by  {hallows  and  falls ;  but 
on  its  arival  at  Ticonderoga,  it 
is  joined  by  a  great  body  of  wa¬ 
ter  on  the  eaflfrn  fide,  called,  in 
this  parr.  South  River,  but  higher 
up  towards  its  lource,  before  the 
jundion  of  the  elder  branch  with 
the  younger,  which  runs  from 
South  Bay,  it  is  known  under  the 
appellation  of  Wood  Creek.  1  he 
confluence  of  thefe  waters  at  f  i- 
conderoga,  forms  a  frriall  bay  to 
the  fouthward  of  the  bridge  of 
communication,  and  the  point  of 
land  formed  by  their  junction,  is 
compofed  of  a  mountain  called  Su¬ 
gar  Hill. 

Norvvithfianding  the  apparent 
firength  of  Ticonderoga  from 
what  we  have  hitherto  feen,  it 
is  entirely  overlooked,  and  its 
works  effectually  commanded  by 
Sugar  Hill.  This  circumftance 
occasioned  a  confultation  among 
the  Americans  as  to  the  fortifying 
of  that  Mount ;  but  their  works 
were  already  far  too  extenfive  for 
their  powers  of  defence,  and 
would  require  ten  or  twelve  tnou- 
fand  men  to  be  efFe&ually  man¬ 
ned.  It  was  likewife  hoped,  that 
the  difficulty  of  accefs  to  the  Su¬ 
gar  Mount,  and  the  favage  in¬ 
equality  of  its  furface,  would  pre¬ 
vent  the  enemy  from  attempting 
to  profit  of  its  iituation. 

It  would  be  exceedingly  dif¬ 
ficult  from  the  information  before 
us,  to  form  any  authentic  eili- 
jnate  of  the  number  of  Ameri¬ 
cans  that  were  in  the  actual  de- 
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fence  of  thefe  two  polls.  It  ap¬ 
peals  by  the  commander  in  chief, 
Genera!  St.  Clair’s  exculpatory 
letter  to  the  Congrefs,  as  well  as 
by  the  reioiutions  of  the  coun¬ 
cil  of  war,  which  accompanies 
it,  that  his  whole  force,  includ¬ 
ing  500  militia,  who  were  to 
quit  him  in  a  few  days,  was 
only  about  300a  men  *  that  thefe 
were  ill  equipped,,  and  worfe 
armed  ;  particularly  in  the  arti¬ 
cle  of  bayonets,  an  arm  fo  effen- 
tiai  in  the  defence  of  lines,  that 
they  had  not  one  to  ten  of  their 
number.  This  account  would 
l'eem  not  only  fatisfadory  but 
conclufive,  if  it  had  not  been 
contradicted  by  others.  In  a  de¬ 
tail  of  the  tran factions  of  the 
campaign,  tranfmitted  by  the  war 
office  of  Miifiachufetts  Bay  to  the 
American  deputies  in  France, 
and  for  the  conveyance  of  which 
a  light  fhip  was  lent  out  on  pur- 
pofe,  they  Hate  St.  Clair’s  force 
at  near  5000  men  well  equipped 
and  armed.  It  is,  however,  to 
be  obferved,  that  they  talk  with 
great  bitternefs  of  that  General’s 
conduCt,  as  he  had  done  in  his  firff 
letter  to  congrefs,  with  refpeCt  to 
the  behaviour  of  two  of  their  re¬ 
giments  :  It  may  alfo  be  fup- 
pofed,  that  in  a  fiatement  of 
their  affairs  intended  to  operate 
upon  the  fentiments  and  condud 
of  a  court,  from  which  they  al¬ 
ready  received  effential  benefits, 
and  looked  forward  to  much 
greater,  they  would  rather  in- 
creafe  the  weight  of  blame  upon 
an  unfortunate  officer,  than  de~ 
trad  from  the  public  opinion  of 
their  own  condud  and  power,  by 
attributing  weaknefs  to  their  coun¬ 
cils,  or  inefficacy  to  their  arms. 

As- 
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As  the  royal  army  approached 
to  the  objeft  of  its  deltination, 
it  advanced  with  equal  caution 
and  order,  on  both  Tides  ot  the 
lake,  the  naval  force  keeping  its 
ftation  in  the  center,  until  the  one 
had  begun  to  ehclofe  the  enemy 
on  the  land  fide,  and  the  fri¬ 
gates  and  gun-boats  call  anchor 
j ull  out  of  cannon  fhot  from  their 
works.  Upon  the  near  approach 
of  the  right  wing  on  the  Ticon- 
deroga  fide,  upon  the  2d  of  July, 
the  Americans  immediately  aban¬ 
doned  and  fet  fire  to  their  works, 
block-houfes,  and  faw-mills,  to¬ 
wards  Lake  George,  and  with¬ 
out  Tally,  interruption,  or  the 
fmalleft  motion  or  diverfion,  per¬ 
mitted  Major  General  Phillips  to 
take  poffeffion  of  the  very  advan¬ 
tageous  poll  of  Mount  Hope, 
which,  befides  commanding  their 
lines  in  a  great  and  dangerous 
degree,  totally  cut  off  their  com¬ 
munication  with  that  lake.  The 
fame  fupinenefs  and  total  want 
of  vigour  appeared  in  every  thing 
on  their  fide,  except  in  the  keep¬ 
ing  up  of  an  ineffectual  roar  of 
cannon,  which  was  fo  much  con¬ 
temned  on  the  other  as  not  to  be 
once  returned. 

In  the  mean  while,  the  royal 
army  proceeded  with  fuch  expe¬ 
dition  in  the  conftrudtion  of  its 
works,  the  bringing  up  of  artil¬ 
lery,  (tores  and  provisions,  and 
the  eftablifhment  of  its  polls  and 
communications,  that  by  the  5th, 
matters  were  fo  far  advanced,  as 
to  require  little  more  time  for 
completely  inverting  the  polls  on 
both  fides  of  the  lake.  Sugar 
Hill  was  alfo  examined,  and  the 
advantages  it  presented  were  fo 
important,  though  attended  with 
infinite  labour  and  difficulty. 


from  the  neccffity  of  making  a 
road  to  its  top  through  very 
rough  ground,  and  conftruCting  a 
level  there  for  a  ba'tery,  that 
this  arduous  talk  was  undertaken, 
and  already  far  advanced  towards 
its  completion,  through  the  fpirit, 
judgment,  and  aCtive  mdultry  of 
General  Phillips. 

In  thefe  circumllances,  a  h aft y 
council  was  on  that  day  held 
by  *the  American  Generals,  to 
which  their  principal  went,  as  he 
informs  us,  already  predetermined 
as  to  his  conduCt.  It\vas  repre- 
fented,  that  their  whole  effective 
numbers  were  not  fufficient  to 
man  one  half  of  the  works; 
that  as  the  whole  mull  confe- 
quently  be  upon  conltant  duty, 
it  would  be  impoffible  for  them 
to  fullain  the  fatigue  for  any 
length  of  time  ;  and  that  as  the 
enemy’s  batteries  were  ready  to 
open,  and  the,  place  would  be 
completely  invelted  on  all  fides 
within  24  hours,  nothing  could 
fave  the  troops,  but  an  immediate 
evacuation  of  both  polls.  This 
determination  was  unanimoufly 
agreed  to  by  the  council,  and 
the  place  was  accordingly  eva¬ 
cuated  on  that  night. 

However  jullly  this  reprefen- 
tation  of  their  condition  and  cir- 
cumltances  was  founded,  and 
however  neceffary  the  determina¬ 
tion  of  the  council  was  in  the 
prefent  Hate  of  their  affairs,  one 
apparently  capital  error  on  the  fide 
of.  the  commanders,  mull  ilrike 
every  common  oblerver.  If  their 
force  was  not  fufficient  for  the 
defence  of  the  works,  why  did 
they  not  form  this  refolution  in. 
time?  Why  did  they  not  with¬ 
draw  the  troops,  artillery,  and 
ftores,  and  demolilb  the  works 
| K]  3  before 
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befb  c  the  arrival  of  the  enemy?  ferviceable  and  unferviceabie. 
Why  did  they  wait  to  be  nearly  They  alfo  left  fome  military  flores 
furrounded,  until  their  retreat  0f  different  forts,  and  no  inconft- 


was  more  ruinous  than  a  fur- 
render  under  any  conditions  that 
could  be  propofed,  and  little  lefs 
definitive  in  the  event,  than  if 
the  works  had  been  carried  by 
ftorm? 

Thefe  are  queftions  that  time 
and  better  information  alone  can 
anlwer,  if  ever  they  fhould  clearly 
anfwer,  in  favour  of  the  American 
Generals. 

The  baggage  of  the  army, 
with  fuch  artillery,  flores,  and 
provifions,  as  the  neceftity  of  the 
time  would  permit,  were  em¬ 
barked  with  a  ftrong  detachment 
on  board  above  200  batteaux, 
and  difpatched,  under  convoy  of 
five  armed  gallies,  up  the  fouth 
river,  in  their  way  to  Skenef- 
borough.  The  main  army  took 
its  route  by  the  way  of  Caftle- 
town,  to  reach  the  fame  place 
by  land. 

July  6th.  The  firft  light  of  the 
J  morning  had  no  fooner 

difcovered  the  flight  of  the  enemy, 
than  their  main  body  was  eager¬ 
ly  purfued  fay  Brigadier  General 
Frazer,  at  the  head  of  his  bri¬ 
gade,  confiiling  of  the  light 
troops,  grenadiers,  and  fome  other 
corps.  Major  General  Reide- 
fel  was  alfo  ordered  to  join  in 
the  purfuit  by  land,  with  the 
greater  part  of  the  Brunfwkk 
troops,  either  to  fuppqrt  the  Bri¬ 
gadier,  or  to  adt  /Separately,,  as 
occafiori  might  require,  or  cir- 
qumftances  diredf.  The  enemy 
left  a  prodigious  artillery  behind 
them,  which,  with  thofe  taken  or 
deftroyed  in  the  armed  veffels  at 
Skenefporough,  amounted  to  no 
lets  than  128  pieces,  of  all  forts., 


derable  flock  of  provifions  in  the 
forts. 

General  Burgoyne  conduced  the 
purfuit  by  water  in  perfon,  That 
bridge  and  thofe  works,  which 
the  Americans  had  laboured  hard 
for  ten  months  to  render  impene¬ 
trable,  were  cut  through  in  lefs  - 
time  by  the  Britifh  feamen  and 
artificers,  than  it  would  have  coft 
them  to  have  defcribed  their 
ftrudlure.  In  a  word,  they  did 
their  bufmefs  with  fuch  fpeed 
and  efFedl,  that  not  only  the  gun¬ 
boats,  but  the  Royal  George  and 
Indexible  frigates,  had  palled 
through  the  bridge  by  nine  o'clock 
In  the  morning.  Several  regi¬ 
ments  embarked  on  board  the 
vefTels,  and  the  purfuit  up  the 
river  was  fupported  with  fuch 
vigour,  that  by  three  o’clock  in 
tho  afternoon,  the  foremofl  bri¬ 
gade  of  the  gun- boats,  was  clofe- 
ly  engaged  with  the  enemies 
gallies  near  Skenefborough  Falls, 
In  the  mean  time,  three  regi¬ 
ments  which  had  been  landed  at 
South  Bay,  afcended  and  paffed  a 
mountain  with  great  expedition, 
in  order  to  attack  the  enemy’s 
works  at  the  falls,  and  thereby 
cut  off  their  retreat.  But  their 
speedy  flight  prevented  the  exe¬ 
cution  of  that  defign.  Upon  the 
approach  of  the  frigates,  the 
gallies,  which  were  already  over¬ 
borne  by  the  gun -boats,  loft  all 
fpirit  5  two  of  them  were  ac¬ 
cordingly  taken*  and  three  blown 
Up.  The  rebels  now  giving  way 
to  their  defpair,  fet  fire  to  their 
works,  ftockaded  fort,  mills,  and 
batteaux,  after  which  they  efcaped 
as  weB  as  they  could  up  the  Wood 

Creek* 
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Creek.  This  ftreke  Teemed  to 
complete  the  ruin  of  their  ill- 
fated  army,  for  the  batteaux  were 
deeply  loaded,  befides  their  bag¬ 
gage,  with  ammunition,  (lores, 
and  provifions  ;  fo  that  they  wrere 
now  left  naked  in  the  woods, 
deftitute  of  provifion,  and  with¬ 
out  any  other  means  of  defence, 
than  what  they  derived  from  the 
arms  in  their  hands. 

Confufion  and  difmay,  equally 
attended  their  main  body  on  the 
left.  The  foldiers  had  loft  all 
refpect  for,  and  confidence  in 
their  commanders.  It  would  be 
fruitlefs  to  expeCt  refolution, 
where  no  order  nor  command 
could  be  maintained. 

Brigadier  Frazer  continued  and 
fupported  the  chafe  through  the 
vehement  heat  of  a  burning  day, 
with  his  ufual  aCHvity  and  vi¬ 
gour.  Having  received  intelli¬ 
gence  that  the  enemy’s  rear  were 
at  no  great  diftance,  and  were 
commanded  by  Colonel  Francis, 
one  of  their  beft  and  braveft 
officers,  his  troops  lay  that  night 
on  their  arms.  He  came  up 

,  with  the  enemy  at  five 

in  the  morning,  whom 
he  found  ftrongly  polled,  with 
great  advantage  of  ground,  and 
a  ftill  greater  fuperiority  in  point 
of  number.  As  he  expeded  every 
moment  to  be  joined  by  General 
Reidefel,  and  was  apprehenfive 
that  the  enemy  might  efcape  if 
he  delayed,  he  did  not  hefitate 
to  begin  the  attack.  The  advan¬ 
tages  which  they  polfeiTed  in 
ground  and  number,  and  perhaps 
more  than  both,  the  goodnefs  of 
their  commander,  induced  them 
to  make  a  better  Hand  than  might 
have  been  expeCted  from  their 
condition  in  other  refpeCts. 
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As  Frazer’s  corps  was  not  fup¬ 
ported  near  fo  foon  as  had  been 
expeCted,  the  engagement  was 
long;  and  though  the  light  in¬ 
fantry  and  grenadiers  gave  feve- 
ral  linking  proofs  of  their  fu¬ 
periority,  affairs  were  ftill  unde¬ 
cided  and  critical.  The  arrival 
of  the  Germans  was  at  length, 
decifive.  The  enemy  fled  on  all 
Tides,  leaving  their  brave  com¬ 
mander,  with  many  other  officers, 
and  above  200  piivate  men,  dead 
on  the  field.  About  the  fame 
number,  befides  a  Colonel,  feven 
Captains,  and  ten  Subalterns  were 
taken  prifoners.  Above  600  were 
fuppofed  to  be  wounded,  many 
of  whom  perilhed  miferably  in 
the  woods.  The  principal  lofs 
on  the  fide  of  the  royal  army, 
was  that  of  Major  Grant,'  a 
brave  officer,  who  was  killed.  St* 
Clair,  with  the  van  of  the  j^rne- 
rican  army,  was  at  this  time  at 
Callletown,  about  lix  miles  far¬ 
ther  on.  Upon  the  account"  of 
this  difaller,  and  of  the  more  fa¬ 
tal  ftroke  at  Skenefborough,  and 
under  the  apprehenfion  of  being 
intercepted  at  Fort  Anne,  he 
ftruck  on  to  the  woods  on  his 
left,  probably  uncertain  whether 
he  fhould  direct  his  courfe  to¬ 
wards  the  New  England  provinces 
and  the  upper  part  of  the  Con¬ 
necticut,  or  to  Fort  Edward. 

During  thefe  advantages  on  the 
left,  Colonel  Hill  was  detach¬ 
ed  with  the  9th  regiment  from 
Skenefborough  towards  Fort  Anne, 
in  order  to  intercept  the  fugitives 
who  fled  along  the  Wood  Creek, 
whillt  another  part  of  the  army 
was  employed  in  carrying  bat¬ 
teaux  over  the  falls,  in  order  to 
facilitate  their  movement  to  dif- 
lodge  the  enemy  from  that  poft. 
[K]  4  in 
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In  that  expedition,  the  Colonel 
was  attacked  by  a  body  of  the  e- 
iiemv,  conhfting,  as  he  conceived, 
of  fix  times  the  number  of  his 
detachment,  who  finding  all  their 
efforts  in  front  ineffectual  to  force 
the  judicious  politico  which  he 
had  taken,  attempted  to  furround 
the  regiment.  This  alarming 
attempt  put  him  under  a  necef- 
dfity  of  changing  his  ground  in 
the  heat  of  adion.  Nothing  lefs 
than  the  mo  ft  perfect  difcipline? 
fupported  by  the  cooled  intrepi¬ 
dity,  could  have  enabled  the  re¬ 
giment  to  execute  fb  critical  a 
movement  in  the  face  0/  the  ene¬ 
my,  and  in  fuch  circumftances. 
It  was  however  performed  with  fuch 
dead inefs  and  effed,  that  the  ene- 
iny,  after  an  attack  of  three  hours, 
were  fo  totally  repulfed,  and  with 
fuch  lofs„  that  after  fetting  fire  to 
Fort  Anne,  they  lied  with  the  ut- 
moft  precipitation  towards  Fort  Ed¬ 
ward,  upon  the  Hudfon’s  river. 

The  lofs  of  the  royal  army,  in 
all  this  fervice,  and  in  fo  many 
different  engagements,  fome  of 
which  were  warm,  and  feerned 
liable  to  lofs,  was  very  fmall. 
The  whole  in  killed  and  wounded, 
not  much  exceeding  two  hundred 
men. 

Such  was  the  rapid  torrent  of 
fuccefs,  which  fwept  every  thing 
away  before  the  northern  army  in 
its  outfet.  It  is  not  to  be  won¬ 
dered  at,  if  both  officers  and  pri¬ 
vate  men  were  highly  elated  with 
their  fortune,  and  deemed  that 
and  their  prowefs  to  be  irrefilti- 
ble  ;  if  they  regarded  their  enemy 
with  the  greateft  contempt,  con- 
Jiderecf  their  own  toils  to  be  near¬ 
ly  at  an  end,  Albany  to  be  already 
in  their  hands;  and  the  reduction 
of.  the  nor  them  provinces  to  .be, 


rather  a  matter  of  fome  time,  than 
an  arduous  talk  full  of  diffic  ulty 
and  danger. 

At  home,  the  joy  and  exulta¬ 
tion  was  extreme;  not  only  at 
court,  but  with  all  thofe  who  hop¬ 
ed  or  wifhed  the  unqualified  fub- 
jugation,  and  unconditional  Aib- 
miffion  of  the  colonies.  The  lofs 
in  reputation  was  greater  to  the 
Americans,  and  capable  of  more 
fatal  confequences,  than  even  that 
of  ground,  cf  polls,  of  artillery, 
or  of  men.  All  the  contemptuous 
and  mod  degrading  charges  which 
had  been  made  by  their  enemies, 
of  their  wanting  the  refolution 
and  abilities  of  men,  even  in  the 
defence  of  whatever  was  dear  to 
them ,  were  now  repeated  and  believ¬ 
ed.  Thofe  who  Hill  regarded  them 
as  men,  and  who  had  not  yet  loft 
all  affedion  to  them  as  brethren  ; 
who  alfo  retained  hopes  that  a  happy 
reconciliation  upon  conftitmiona'l 
principles,  without  facrificing  the 
dignity  or  the  juft  authority  of  go¬ 
vernment  on  the  one  fide,  or  a  de- 
relidion  of  the  rights  of  freemen 
on  the  other,  was  not  even  now 
impoffible,  notwithftanding  their 
favourable  difpofitions  in  general, 
could  not  help  feeling  upon  this 
occafion,  that  the  Americans  funk 
not  a  little  in  their  eftimation.  It 
was  not  difficult  to  diffufe  an  opi¬ 
nion,  that  ’the  war  in  effed  was 
over;  and  that  any  further  refill- 
ance,  would  ferve  only  to  render 
the  terras  of  their  fubmiffion  the 
worfe.  Such  were  feme  of  the 
immediate  efFeds  of  the  lofs  of 
thofe  grand  keys  of  North  Ame¬ 
rica,  Ticonderoga  and  the  lakes. 

General  Burgoyne  continued  for 
fome  days,  with  the  army  partly 
at  Skenefbarough,  aqd  partly 
fpxead  in  the  adjoining  country. 

They 
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They  were  under  the  neceffity  of 
waiting  for  the  arrival  of  tents, 
baggage,  and  provifions.  In  the 
mean  time,  no  labour  was  fpared 
in  opening  roads  by  the  way  of 
Fort  Anne,  for  advancing  againft 
the  enemy.  Equal  induftry  was 
ufed  in  clearing  the  Wood  Creek 
from  the  obstacles  of  fallen  trees, 
funken  Hone'?,  and  other  impedi¬ 
ments  which  had  been  laid  in  the 
way  by  the  enemy,  in  order  to 
open  a  paffage  for  batteaux,  for 
the  conveyance  of  artillery,  flores, 
provifions,  and  camp  equipage. 
Nor  was  lefs  diligence  ufed  at 
Ticonderoga,  in  the  carrying 
of  gun-boats,  proviiion  veffels, 
and  batteaux,  over  land  into  Lake 
George.  Thefe  were  ail  laborious 
works,  but  the  fpirit  of  the  army 
was  at  that  time  fuperior  to  toil 
or  danger. 

General  Schuyler  was  at  Fort 
Edward  upon  the  rludfon’s  river, 
where  he  was  endeavouring  to 
collect  the  militia,  and  had  been 
joined  by  St.  Clair,  with  the 
wretched  remains  of  his  army, 
vyho  had  taken  a  roundabout 
march  of  feven  days  through  the 
woods,  in  which,  from  the  ex¬ 
ceeding  badnefs  of  the  weather, 
with  the  want  of  covering,  pro¬ 
vifions,  and  all  manner  of  necef- 
faries,  they  had  fuffered  the  moil 
-extreme  mifery.  Many  others  of 
the  fugitives  had  alfo  arrived; 
but  fo  totally  broken  down,  that 
they  were  nearly  as  deflitute  of 
arms,  ammunition,  and  all  the 
materials  of  war,  as  they  were  of 
vigour,  hope,  and  fpirit,  to  ufe 
them  with  eftedl. 

Although  the  dire£l  diftance 
from  Fort  Anne,  where  the  bat¬ 
teaux  navigation  on  Wood  Creek 
determined,  or  even  from  Skenei- 


borough  to  Fort  Edward,  was  no 
greater,  than  what  in  England 
would  be  confidered  as  a  mode¬ 
rate  ride  of  exercife,  yet  fuch  is 
the  favage  face  and  impradlicable 
nature  of  the  country,  and  fuch 
were  the  artificial  difficulties  which 
the  induftry  of  the  enemy  had 
thrown  in  the  way,  that  the  pro- 
grefs  of  the  army  thither,  was  a 
work  of  much  preparation,  time, 
and  labour.  It  will  fcarcely  be 
believed  in  after-times,  and  may 
now  be  received  with  difficulty  in 
any  other  part  of  the  world,  that 
it  coft  an  adfive  and  fpirited  army, 
without  an  enemy  in  force  to  im¬ 
pede  his  progrefs,  not  many  fewer 
days  in  palling  from  one  part  to 
another  of  a  country,  than  the 
diftance,  in  a  direct  line,  would 
have  meafured  miles.  Yet  fuch, 
however  extraordinary,  is  the  fact. 
Eefides  that  the  country  was  -a 
wildernefs  in  almoit  every  part 
of  the  paffage,  the  enemy  had  cut 
large  timber  trees  in  fuch  a  man¬ 
ner,  on  both  fides  of  the  road, 
as  to  fall  acrofs  and  lengthways, 
with  their  branches  interwoven. ;  fo 
that  the  troops  had  feveral  layers  of 
thefe  frequentlyto  remove,  in  places 
where  they  could  not  poffibly  take 
any  other  dire&ion.  The  face  of 
the  country  was  likewifefo  broken 
with  creeks  and  marfhes,  that  in 
that  ihort  fpace,  they  had  no  lefs 
than  forty  bridges  to  conftruft, 
befides  others  to  repair  ;  and  one 
of  thefe  was  of  log-work,  over  a 
morals  two  miles  in  extent.  All 
thefe  toils  and  difficulties  were  en¬ 
countered  and  overcome  by  the 
troops  with  their  ufual  fpirit  and 
alacrity.  The  enemy  were  too 
weak,  too  much  difpirited,  and 
probably  too  much  afraid  of  the 
Indians,  to  add  very  materially 

to 
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to  thefe  difficulties.  Some  fkir- 
m:. filing  and  firing  there  was, 
however,  on  every  day’s  march, 
in  which,  as  ufual,  they  conilantly 
came  off  lofers. 

It  is  true,  that  General  Bur- 
goyne  might  have  adopted  ano¬ 
ther  route  to  Hudfon’s  river,  by 
which  moil  of  thefe  particular  dif¬ 
ficulties  would  have  been  avoid¬ 
ed.  By  returning  down  the  South 
fiver  to  Tieonderoga,  he  might 
again  have  embarked  the  army  on 
jhaks  George,  and  proceeded  to 
the  fort  which  takes  its  name,  and 
lies  at  its  head,  from  whence  there 
is  a  waggon  road  to  Fort  Edward. 
To  this  it  was  objected,  and  pro¬ 
bably  with  reafon,  that  a  retro¬ 
grade  motion  in  the  height  of 
vjflo ry,  would  tend  greatly  to 
abate  that  panic  with  which  the 
enemy  were  confounded  and  over¬ 
whelmed  ;  that  it  would  even  cool 
?he  ardour,  and  check  the  anima¬ 
tion  of  the  troops,  to  call  them 
«sJF  from  the  profeciition  of  their 
'■foccefs,  to  a  cold  and  fpiritlefs 
%&y age.;  and  that  their  expedition 
would  undoubtedly  be  checked  by 
she  refiftanee  and  delay  which 
they  mu  ft  expedVat  Fort  George; 
whereas*  when  the  garrifon  per¬ 


ceived  that  the  army  was  march¬ 
ing  in  a  direction,  which  was 
likely  to  cut  off  their  retreat,  they 
would  undoubtedly  confult  their 
fafety  in  time,  by  abandoning  the 
poll. 

The  enemy  abandoned  Fort  Ed¬ 
ward,  and  retired  to  Saratoga,  at 
the  approach  of  the  royal  army, 
which,  from  the  impediments  we 
have  feen  in  the  march,  was  not 
until  the  end  of  July.  The  en- 
thuiiafm  of  the  army,  as  well  as 
of  the  General,  upon  their  arrival 
on  the  Hudfon’s  river,  which  had 
been  fo  long  the  objedt  of  their 
hopes  and  wifhes,  may  be  better 
conceived  than  defcrihed.  As  the 
enemy,  by  previoufly  abandoning 
Fort  George,  and  burning  their 
veffejs,  had  left  the  lake  entirely 
open,  a  great  embarkation  of  pro- 
vifions,  (lores,  and  neceffaries,  was 
already  arrived  at  that  poll  from 
Tieonderoga.  The  army  was  ac¬ 
cordingly  fully  and  immediately 
employed,  in  tranfporting  thefe 
articles,  with  artillery,  batteaux, 
and  fuch  other  matters  as  they 
judged  neceffary  for  the  profecu- 
tion  of  their  future  meafur.es,  froii^ 
Fort  George  to  FfqdfGn’s  river. 
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CHAP.  IX. 

/ 


General  terror  excited  by  the  lofs  of  Ticonderoga ,  and  the  expelled  pro - 
Zrefs  °f  the  favages .  l\  ew  England  governments  notwtthf anding  Jhew  no 
appearance  of  J'ubmiJfion.  Arnold  fent  with  a  reinforcement  to  the 
northern  army.  Ill  ejfetts  produced  by  the  cruelties  of  the  Indians.  Dif¬ 
ficulties  experienced  by  the  royal  army  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Fort  Ed - 
ward,  and  in  the  conveyance  of  provifom  and  fores  from  Lake  George . 
Movement  made  dovon  the  North  River ,  and  a  bridge  of  rafts  thrown 
over  near  Saratoga ,  in  order  to  facilitate  the  operations  of  Colonel  St. 
Leger.  Expedition  to  fur  prize  the  magazines  at  Bennington ,  under  the 
condudl  of  Colonel  Baum.  Colonel  Breyman  ordered  forward  to  fupport 
the  expedition.  Baum  defeated  and  taken  pr  if  oner ;  Breyman  alfo  defeat¬ 
ed.  Ill  confequences .  I  ort  Stanwix  obfiinately  defended  againfi  Colonel 
St.  Leger.  General  Harkimer  attempts  to  relieve  the  fort  with  a  body 
of  militia ,  who  are  mofily  cut  to  pieces.  Cruelty ,  and  ill  condutt  of  the 
favages  ;  grow  fullen  and  intradable ;  oblige  Colonel  St.  Leger  to  raife 
the  fiege  with  precipitation  and  lofs.  Villainy  of  their  behaviour  on  the 
retreat.  Siege  raijed  before  the  arrival  of  Arnold  and  his  detachment 
to  the  relief  of  the  fort.  General  Gates  takes  the  command  of  the  Ame¬ 
rican  army.  General  Burgoyne  with  the  royal  army  pafs  the  North  River 
at  Saratoga ,  and  advance  to  attack  the  enemy  near  Still  Water.  Diffe¬ 
rence  of  opinion  upon  that  meafure ,  as  well  as  the  motives  which  led  to  its 
being  adopted.  Severe  and  heavy  ad  ion  on  the  nineteenth  of  Sep¬ 
tember.  Both  armies  fortify  their  camps.  Unfortunate  cidion  on  the 
feventh  of  Odober.  Camp  formed.  Death  of  General  Frazer ,  Co¬ 
lonel  Breyman ,  and  Sir  fames  Clarke.  Difreffed  fituation  of  the 
royal  army.  Maferly  movement  made ,  and  an  entire  new  pofition 
taken  in  the  night.  New  engagement  eagerly  fought ,  but  refufed  on 
the  next  day  by  the  enemy.  Retreat  to  Saratoga.  Previous  defertion 
of  the  Indians  and  others.  Royal  army  reduced  t.o  the  utmofi  freights * 
'Nearly  Jurrounded  on  all  fides.  Cut  of  from  all  means  of  fubf fence , 
and  pojfibility  of  retreat.  Councils  of  voar.  Convention  concluded 
with  General  Gates,  Verms  of  the  convention.  State  of  the  army. 
Succefsful  expedition  by  Sir  Henry  Clinton  and  General  Vaughan  up  the 
Forth  River.  Several  forts  taken  ;  Efopus  and  other  places  defrayed* 
Colonel  Campbell ,  with  the  Majors  Sill  and  Grant ,  and  Count  Graboufie9 
a  P olijh  nobleman ,  killed  in  this  expedition .  Some  obfervations  on  the 
Campaign. 


Nothing  couM  exceed 

the  aftonilhment  and  ter¬ 
ror,  which  the  lofs  of  Ticonderoga, 
and  its  immediate  confequences, 
fpread  throughout  the  New  Eng¬ 
land  provinces.  The  General’s 
jpanifeilo,  in  which  he  difpiayed 

\ 


the  powers  and  numbers  of  the* 
favages,  added  perhaps  to  the 
e It  was  remarkable,  how¬ 
ever,  that  in  the  midft  of  all  thefe 
difafters,  and  confequent  terrors, 
no  fort  of  difpofition  to  fubmit  ap¬ 
peared  in  any  quarter. 

The 
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The  New  England  governments 
in  particular,  though  moft  imme¬ 
diately  menaced,  did  not  fink  un¬ 
der  their  apprehenfion  of  the  com¬ 
mon  danger.  They,  as  well  as 
the  congrefs,  aCted  with  vigour 
and  hrmneis  in  their  efforts 
to  repel  the  enemy.  Arnold, 
whom  we  have  lately  feen  at  the 
engagement  at  Danbury,  was  im¬ 
mediately  fent  to  the  reinforce¬ 
ment  of  the  northern  army,  who 
carried  with  him  a  train  of  artil¬ 
lery  which  he  received  from  Wash¬ 
ington.  On  his  arrival  he  drew 
the  American  troops  back  from 
Saratoga  to  Still  Water,  a  central 
filiation  between  that  place,  and 
the  mouth  of  the  Mohawk  river, 
where  it  falls  into  Hudlon’s.  This 
movement,  was  to  be  the  nearer  at 
hand  to  check  the  pr c-g refs  of 
Colonel  St.  Leger,  who  was  now 
advancing  upon  the  former  of  thefe 
livers.  His  forces  were  daily  in- 
creafed  through  the  outrages  of 
the  favages,  who,  notwithftanding 
the  regulations  and  endeavours  of 
General  Burgoyne,  were  too  prone 
to  the  exercife  of  their  ufual  cruel¬ 
ties,  to  be  effectually  refrained  by 
any  means.  The  friends  of  the 
royal  caufe,  as  well  as  its  enemies, 
were  equally  vidims  to  their  in- 
diferiminate  rage.  Among  other 
in  fiances  of  this  nature,  the  mur¬ 
der  of  Mil's  MfCrea,  which  hap¬ 
pened  fomefmall  time  after,  ftruck 
every  bread  with  horror.  Every 
circumflance  of  this  horrid  tranf- 
adipn  ferved  to  render  it  more  ca¬ 
lamitous  and  afflicting,  The  young 
lady  is  reprefented  to  have  been 
in  all  the  innocence  of  youth,  and 
bloom  of  beauty.  Her  father  was 
faid  to  be  deeply  interelled  in  the 
royal  caufe  j  and  to  wind  up  the 


cataflrophe  of  this  odious  tragedy, 
fhe  was  to  have  been  married  to  a 
Britifh  officer  on  the  very  day  that 
ffie  was  maffacred. 

Occafion  was  thence  taken  to 
exafperate  the  people,  and  to 
blacken  the  royal  party  and  army. 
People  were  too  apt  to  jumble 
promifeuoufly,  and  to  place  in  one 
point  of  view,  the  cruelties  of 
thefe  barbarians,  and  the  caufe  in 
which  they  were  exerted.  i  hey 
equally  execrated  both.  Whilft 
they  abhorred  and  detefled  that 
army,  which  fubmitted  to  accept 
of  fuch  an  aid,  they  loudly  con¬ 
demned  and  reprobated  that  go¬ 
vernment,  which,  could  call  fuch 
auxiliaries  into  a  civil  contefi: ; 
thereby  endeavouring,  as  they  laid, 
not  to  fubdue  but  to  exterminate, 
a  people  whom  they  affeCted  to 
confider,  and  pretended  to  reclaim 
as  fubjecls.  General  Gates,  in  the 
courfe  of  thefe  tranfadtions,  was 
not  wanting  by  feveral  publica¬ 
tions  to  aggravate  and  inflame  the 
picture  of  thefe  exceffes ;  and  with 
no  fmall  effeCt. 

By  this  means,  the  advantages 
expected  from  the  terror  excited 
by  thefe  favage  auxiliaries  were 
not  only  counteracted ;  but  this 
terror  rather,  it  may  be  thought, 
produced  a  direCtly  contrary  effeCt. 
The  inhabitants  of  the  open  and 
frontier  countries  had  no  choice  of 
aCting  ;  they  had  no  means  of  fe- 
curity  left,  but  by  abandoning 
their  habitations,  and  taking  up 
arms.  Every  man  faw  the  necef- 
fity  of  becoming  a  temporary  fol- 
dier,  not  only  for  his  own  fecu- 
rity,  but  for  the  protection  and 
defence  of  thofe  connections  which 
are  dearer  than  life  itfelf.  1  hus 
an  army  was  poured  forth  by  the 

woods. 
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woods,  mountains,  and  marfhes, 
which  in  this  part  were  thickly 
Town  with  plantations  and  villages. 
The  Americans  lecalled  their  cou¬ 
rage  ;  and  when  their  regular  army 
feemed  to  be  entirely  wafted,  the 
fpirit  of  the  country  produced  a 
much  greater  and  more  formida¬ 
ble  force. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  army  un¬ 
der  General  Burgoyne,  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Fort  Edward, 
began  to  experience  thofe  difficul¬ 
ties,  which  increafed  as  it  farther 
advanced,  until  they  at  length  be¬ 
came  infurmountable.  From  the 
30th  of  July,  to  the  15th  of  Au- 
guft,  the  army  was  continually 
employed,  and  every  poffible  mea- 
fure  ufed,  for  the  bringing  forward 
of  batceaux,  provifions,  and  am¬ 
munition,  from  Fort  George  to  the 
firft  navigable  part  of  Hudfon7s 
River,  a  diftance  of  about  18  miles. 
The  toil  was  exceffive  in  this  fer- 
vice,  and  the  effed  in  no  degree 
equivalent  to  the  expence  oflabour 
and  time.  The  roads  were  in 
fome  parts  fteep,  and  in  others  re¬ 
quired  great  repairs.  Of  the  horfes 
which  had  been  fupplied  by  con- 
trad  in  Canada,  through  the  va¬ 
rious  delays  and  accidents  attend¬ 
ing  fo  long  and  intricate  a  combi¬ 
nation  of  paftage  by  land  and  car¬ 
riage  by  water,  not  more  than  one 
third  were  yet  arrived.  The  in- 
duftry  of  the  General  had  been 
able  to  colled  no  more  than  30 
teams  of  oxen,  in  all  the  country 
through  which  he  had  marched, 
or  this  in  which  he  at  prefent  fo- 
journed.  Thefe  refources  were  to¬ 
tally  inadequate  to  the  purpofes  of 
fupplyingthe  army  with  provifions 
for  its  current  confumption,  and 
to  the  eftablifhment  at  the  fame 
time  of  fuch  a  magazine  as  would 


enable  it  to  profecute  the  further 
operations  of  the  campaign.  Ex¬ 
ceeding  heavy  rains  added  to  all 
thefe  difficulties,;  and  the  impedi¬ 
ments  to  the  lervice  were  fo  various 
and  llubborn,  that  after  the  utmoft 
exertions  for  fifteen  fucceffive  days, 
there  was  not  above  four  days  pro- 
vifion  in  ftore,  nor  above  ten  bat- 
teaux  in  the  Hudfon’s  River. 

In  thefe  embarraffing  and  dif- 
treffing  circumftances,  the  General 
received  intelligence,  that  Colonel 
St.  Leger  had  arrived  before,  and’ 
was  conduding  his  operations  a- 
gainft  Fort  Stanwix.  Fie  inftantly 
and  juftly  conceived,  that  a  rapid 
movement  forward  at  this  critical 
jundure  would  be  of  the  utmoft 
importance.  If  the  enemy  pro¬ 
ceeded  up  the  Mohawk,  and  that 
St.  Leger  fucceeded,  he  would  be 
liable  to  get  between  two  fires ;  or 
at  any  rate.  General  Burgoyne’s 
army  would  get  between  him  and 
Albany,  fo  that  he  muft  either 
ftand  an  adion,  or  by  paffing  the 
Hudfon’s  River,  endeavour  to  fe-' 
cure  a  retreat  higher  up  to  the  New- 
England  provinces.  If,  on  the 
other  hand,  he  abandoned  Fort 
Stanwix  to  its  fate,  and  fell  back 
to  Albany,  the  Mohawk  country 
would  of  courfe  be  entirely  laid 
open,  the  jundure  with  St.  Leger 
eftablifhed,  and  the  combined 
army  at  liberty  and  Teifure  to  pre- 
fcribe  and  chufe  its  future  line  of 
operation. 

The  propriety  of  the  movement 
was  evident ;  but  the*  difficulty  lay,, 
and  great  indeed  it  was,  in  find¬ 
ing  means  to  carry  the  defign  into 
execution.  To  maintain  fuch  a 
communication  with  fort  George 
during  the  whole  time  or  io  exten- 
five  a  movement,  as  would  afford  a 
daily  fupply  0  provifion  to  an 


army. 
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army,  whild  its  didance  was  con¬ 
tinually  increafing,  and  its  courfe 
liable  to  frequent  variation,  was 
obvioufly  impradlicable.  The  army 
was  too  weak  to  afford  a  chain  of 
polls  for  fuch  an  extent ;  conti¬ 
nual  efforts  for  every  feparate  fup- 
ply  would  be  a  Hill  greater  drain  ; 
and  in  either  cafe,  the  enemy  had 
a  body  of  militia  within  a  night’s 
march,  at  White  Creek,  fulhcient 
to  break  the  line  of  communica¬ 
tion. 

Some  other  fource  of  fupply  was 
therefore  to  be  fought,  or  the  de- 
fign  to  be  dropped,  and  the  pro- 
fpefl  of  advantage  which  it  pre- 
fented  totally  relinquilhed.  The 
enemy  received  large  fupplies  of 
live  cattle  from  the  New- England 
provinces,  which  palling  the  upper 
part  of  the  Connecticut  river,  took 
the  rout  of  Manchefter,  Arling¬ 
ton,  and  other  parts  of  the  New 
Hamplhire  grants,  a  tradt  of  land 
difputed  between  that  province 
and  New  York,  until  they  were  at 
length  depolited  at  Bennington, 
from  whence  they  were  conveyed  as 
occafion  required  to  the  rebel  army. 
Bennington  lies  between  the  forks 
of  the  Holick  River,  before  their 
obtaining  that  name,  and  without 
being  touched  by  either,  and  not 
20  miles  to  the  eaftward  of  Hud- 
Ton’s ;  a  place  fo  obfcure,  and  fo 
incapable  from  lituation  of  being 
otherwife,  that  nothing  but  the 
preffnt  troubles  could  have  called 
it  into  notice.  It  was  however  at 
this  time,  befides  being  a  dore  for 
cattle,  a  depofit  for  large  quanti¬ 
ties  of  corn  and  other  neceffaries ; 
and  what  rendered  it  an  objeCt  of 
particular  attention  to  the  royal 
army,  a  large  number  of  wheel  car¬ 
riages,  of  which  they  were  in  par¬ 
ticular  want,  were  alio  laid  up 
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th  ere.  Thisplace  was  guarded  by 
a  body  of  militia,  which  under¬ 
went  fuch  frequent  changes  that  its 
number  was  neceffarily  uncertain. 

The  General  faw  that  the  poff 
fefiion  of  this*  depofit,  would  at 
once  remove  all  the  impediments 
that  rellrained  the  operations  of  the 
army,  and  enable  him  to  proceed 
direClly  in  the  profecution  of  his 
defign.  He  accordingly  laid  a 
fcheme  to  furprize  the  place,  and 
entrufted  the  execution  of  it  to  the 
Germ  an  Lieu  tenant- Colonel  Baum, 
who  had  been  already  feledled,  and 
was  then  preparing  to  conduct  an 
expedition-  tending  to  firnilar  pur- 
pofes,  towards  the  borders  of  the 
Connedicut  River. 

The  force  allotted  to  this  fervice 
amounted  to  about  500  men,  con¬ 
fiding  of  about  200  of  Pveidefel’s 
difmountedGerman  dragoons, Cap¬ 
tain  Fraser’s  markfmen,  tiieCanada 
volunteers,  a  party  of  provincials 
who  were  perfectly  acquainted 
with  the  country,  and  about  a  hun¬ 
dred  In  dians ;  the  corps  carried 
with  them  two  light  pieces  of  artil¬ 
lery. 

In  order  to  facilitate  this  opera¬ 
tion,  and  to  be  ready  to  take  ad¬ 
vantage  of  its  fuccefs,  the  army 
moved  up  the  ead  Ihore  of  Hud- 
fon’s  River,  where  it  encamped 
nearly  oppofite  to  Saratoga,  having 
at  the  fame  time  thrown  a  bridge 
of  rafts  over,  by  which  the  ad¬ 
vanced  corps  were  palled  to  that 
place.  At  the  fame  time  Lieute¬ 
nant-Colonel  Breyman’s  corps, 
confiding  of  the  Brunfwick  grena* 
diers,  light  infantry,  and  chaff 
feurs,  were  poded  at  Batten  Kill, 
in  order  if  necefiary  to  fupport 
Baum. 

The  latter  in  his  march  fell  in 
wish  a  party  of  the  enemy  who 

were 
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were  cfcorting  Tome  cattle  and  pro* 
vifions,  both  of  which  he  took  with 
little  difficulty  and  fent  back  to  the 
camp.  The  fame  fatal  impedi¬ 
ment  which  retarded  all  the  opera¬ 
tions  of  the  army,  viz.  the  want  of 
horfes  and  carriages,  concurred 
with  the  badnefs  of  the  roads  in 
rendering  Baum’s  advance  fo  te¬ 
dious,  that  the  enemy  were  well 
informed  of  his  defign,  and  had 
time  to  prepare  for  his  reception. 
Upon  his  approach  to  the  place, 
having  received  intelligence  that 
the  enemy  were  too  ftrong  to  be  at¬ 
tacked  by  his  prefen t  force  with 
any  profpeft  of  fuccefs,  he  took  a 
tolerable  good  poll  near  Santoick 
Mills,  on  the  nearer  branch  of 
what  becomes  afterwards  the  Ho- 
fick  River,  which  is  there  called 
Walloon  Creek,  and  at  about  four 
miles  diftance  from  Bennington  ; 
difpatching  at  the  fame  time  an 
exprefs  to  the  General  with  an  ac¬ 
count  of  his  fituation. 

Colonel  Breyman  was  accord¬ 
ingly  difpatched  from  Batten  Kill 
to  reinforce  Baum.  That  evil  for¬ 
tune  now  began  to  appear,  which 
for  fome  time  after  continued  to 
fweep  every  thing  before  it.  Brey- 
man  was  fo  ovcrlayed  by  bad  wea¬ 
ther,  fo  funk  and  embarraffed  in 
bad  roads,  and  met  with  fuch  de¬ 
lays  from  the  weaknefs  and  tiring 
of  horfes,  and  the  difficulty  of  paf- 
fing  the  artillery  carriages,  through 
a  country  fcarcely  practicable  at 
any  time,  and  now  rendered  much 
worfe  by  the  continual  rain,  that 
he  was  from  eight  in  the  morning 
of  the  15th  of  Auguft,  to  founin 
the  afternoon  of  the  following  day, 
notwithrtanding  every  poffible  ex¬ 
ertion  of  men  and  officers,  in  get¬ 
ting  forward  about  twenty- four 
miles. 
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A  General  Starke,  who  com¬ 
manded  the  militia  at  Bennington, 

determining  not  to  wait  for  the 
junction  of  the  two 
parties,  advanced  in 
the  morning,  whilrt  Breyman  was 
yet  ftruggling  with  the  difficulties 
of  his  march,  to  attack  Baum  in 
his  pod,  which  he  had  entrenched, 
and  rendered  as  defenfible  as  time 
and  its  nature  would  permit.  The 
loyal  provincials  who  were  along 
with  him,  were  fo  eager  in  their 
hopes  to  find  what  they  wifted  to 
be  real,  that  when  the  enemy  were 
furrounding  his  ports  on  all  fides, 
they  for  fome  time  perfuaded  him, 
that  they  were  bodies  of  armed 
friends  who  were  coming  to  his  af- 
firtance.  The  colonel  foon  difco- 
vered  their  error,  and  made  a  brave 
defence.  His  fmall  works  being 
at  length  carried  on  every  fide,  and 
his  two  pieces  of  cannon  taken, 
moft  of  the  Indians,  with  feveral 
of  the  provincials,  Canadians,  and 
Britifh  markfmen,  efcaped  in  th« 
woods.  The  German  dragoons 
ftill  kept  together,  and  when  their 
ammunition  was  expended,  were 
bravely  led  by  their  Colonel  to 
charge  with  their  fwords.  They 
were  foon  overwhelmed,  and  the 
furvivors,  among  whom  was  their 
wounded  Colonel,  were  made  pri- 
foners. 

Breyman,  who  had  the  hard  for¬ 
tune  not  to  receive  the  fmalleft  in¬ 
formation  of  this  engagement,  ar¬ 
rived  near  the  fame  ground  about 
four  in  the  afternoon,  where,  in- 
ftead  of  meeting  his  friends,  he 
found  his  detatchment  attacked  on 
all  fides  by  the  enemy.  Notwith- 
ftanding  the  fevere  fatigue  they  had 
undergone,  his  troops  behaved 
with  great  vigour  and  refolution, 
and  drove  the  Americans  in  the 
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beginning  from  two  or  three  dif¬ 
ferent  hills  on  which  they  had 
polls.  They  were  however  at 
length  overpowered,  and  their  am¬ 
munition  being  unfortunately  ex¬ 
pended,  although  each  foldier  had 
brought  out  forty  rounds  in  his 
pouch,  they  were  obliged  with 
great  reluctance  to  abandon  the  two 
pieces  of  artillery  they  had  brought 
with  them,  and  to  retreat  in  the 
belt  manner  they  could  ;  a  circura- 
ilance  to  which  the  latenefs  of  the 
evening  was  very  favourable. 

The  lofs  of  men  fuitained  by 
thefe  two  engagements  could  not 

o  o 

be  lefs  than  live  or  fix  hundred, 
of  whom,  however,  the  greater 
part  were  prifoners.  But  this  was 
not  the  only  or  the  greateii  lofs. 
The  reputation  and  courage  which 
it  afforded  to  the  militia,  to  find 
that  they  were  able  to  defeat  regu¬ 
lar  forces;  that  neither  Engliftl- 
irsen  nor  Germans  were  invincible, 
nor  invulnerable  to  their  impref- 
iion  ;  and  the  hope  and  confidence 
excited  by  the  artillery,  and  ocher 
trophies  of  victory,  were  of  much 
greater  confequence.  This  was 
the  firft  turn  which  fortune  had 
taken  in  favour  of  the  Americans 
in  the  northern  war,  fince  forne 
time  before  the  death  of  Montgo¬ 
mery  ;  misfortune  had  fucceeded 
misfortune,  and  defeat  had  trod 
upon  the  heel  of  defeat,  fince  that 
period.  This  was  the  firfl  in  fiance 
in  the  prefent  campaign,  in  which 
fhe  feemed  even  wavering,  much 
lefs  that  file  for  a  moment  quitted 
the  royal  ilandard.  The  exulta- 
tation  was  accordingly  great  on  the 
one  fide  ;  nor  could  the  other  avoid 
feeling  fome  damp  to  that  eager- 
mefs  oif  hope,  and  receiving  fome 
check  to  that  allured  confidence  of 
faccek,  which  an  unmixed  (erics 
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of  fortunate  events  mufl  naturally 
excite. 

St.  Leger’s  attempt  upon  Fort 
Stanwix,  (now  named  by  the  Ame¬ 
ricans  Fort  Schuyler)  was  foon  af¬ 
ter  its  commencement  favoured  by 
a  fuccefs  fo  fignal,  as  would  in 
Other  cafes,  and  a  more  fortunate 
feafon,  have  been  decifive  as  to 
the  fate  of  a  ftronger  and  much 
more  important  fortrefs.  General 
Harkimer,  a  leading  man  of  that 
country,  was  marching  at  the  head 
of  eight  Or  nine  hundred  of  the 
Tryon  county  militia,  with  a  con¬ 
voy  of  provlfions,  to  the  relief  of 
the  fort.  St.  Leger,  well  aware 
of  the  danger  of  being  attacked  Iri 
his  trenches,  and  of  withilanding 
the  whole  weight  of  the  garrifoii 
in  fome  particular  and  probably 
weak  point  at  the  fame  inflan t> 
and  equally  well  underftanding  the 
kind  of  fervice .  for  which  the  In¬ 
dians  were  particularly  calculated* 
judicioufly  detached  Sir  John  Jobn- 
fon,  with  fome  regulars,  the  whple 
or  part  of  his  own  regiment,  and 
the  favages,  to  lie  in  ambufh  iri 
the  woods,  and  intercept  the  ene¬ 
my  upon  their  march. 

It  fhould  feera  by  the  conduct  of 
the  militia  and  their  leader,  that 
they  were  not  only  totally  igfiorant 
of  all  military  duties,  but  that  they 
had  even  never  heard  by  report  of 
the  nature  of  an  Indian  war,  or  of 
that  peculiar  fervice  in  the  woods, 
to  which  from  its  nature  and  fitua- 
tion  their  country  was  at  all  times 
liable.  Without  examination  of 
their  ground,  Without  a  reconnoi¬ 
tring,  or  flanking  party,  they 
plunged  blindly  into  the  trap  that 
was  laid  for  their  deftrudlion.  Be¬ 
ing  thrown  into  fud-  A  6,h 
den  and  inevitable  dii-  ® 
order,  by  a  near  and  heavy  fire  on 
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almofl  ail  Tides,  it  was  completed 
by  the  Indians,  who  inftantly  pur-/ 
iuing  their  fire,  rulhed  in  upon 
their  broken  ranks,  and  made  a 
moll  dreadful  (laughter  amongll 
them  with  their  (pears  and  hatchets. 
Notwithllanding  their  want  of  con- 
dud,  the  militia  (hewed  no  wane 
of  courage  in  their  deplorable  fitua- 
tion.  In  the  midft  of  fuch  extreme 
danger,  and  To  bloody  an  execu¬ 
tion,  rendered  dill  more  terrible 
by  the  horrid  appearance  and  de¬ 
meanour  of  the  principal  adors, 
they  recolleded  themfelves  To  far 
as  to  recover  an  advantageous 

O 

ground,  which  enabled  them  after 
to  maintain  a  fort  of  running  fight, 
by  which  about  one  third  of  their 
number  was  preferved. 

The  lofs  was  fuppofed  to  be  on 
their  fide  about  400  killed,  and 
hall  that  number  prifoners.  It  was 
thought  of  the  greater  confequence, 
as  almofl  all  thofe  who  were  con¬ 
sidered  as  the  principal  leaders  and 
inlligacors  of  rebellion  in  that 
country  were  now  deftroyed.  The 
triumph  and  exultation  were  ac¬ 
cordingly  great,  and  all  oppolition 
from  the  militia  in  that  country, 
was  fuppofed  to  be  at  an  end.  The 
circumllance  of  old  neighbourhood 
and  perfonai  knowledge  between 
many  of  the  parties,  in  the  prefent 
rage  and  animofity  of  fadlion,  could 
by  no  means  be  favourable  to  the 
extenfion  of  mercy;  even  fuppofing 
that  it  might  have  been  otherwise 
pradiied  with  prudence  and  fafety, 
at  a  time  when  the  power  of  the 
Indians  was  rather  prevalent,  and 
that  their  rage  was  implacable. 
For  according  to  their  computation 
and  ideas  of  lofs,  the  favages  had 
purchafed  this  vidory  exceeding 
dearly,  33  of  their  number  having 
been  (lain,  and  29  Wounded, 
Vox.  XX, 
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among  whom  were  feveral  of  their 
principal  leaders,  and  of  their  moll 
dillinguifbed  and  favourite  war¬ 
riors.  1  his  lofs  accordingly  ren¬ 
dered  them  fo  difeontented,  in¬ 
tradable  and  ferocious,  that  the 
fervice  was  greatly  afFeded  by  their 
ill  difpofition.  1  he  unhappy  pri¬ 
foners  were  however  its  firil  ob- 
jeds  j  mod  of  whom  they  inhuman¬ 
ly  butchered  in  cool  blood.  The 
New-Yorkers,  rangers,  and  other 
troops,  were  not  without  lofs  in 
this  adion. 

On  the  day,  and  probably  du¬ 
ring  the  time  of  this  engagement* 
the  garrifon,  having  received  in¬ 
telligence  of  the  approach  of  their 
friends,  endeavoured  to  make  a 
diverfion  in  their  favour,  by  a  vi¬ 
gorous  and  well-corduded  Tally, 
under  the  diredion  of  Colmel  Wal¬ 
let,  their  Tecond  in  command, 

- W i  1 1  e c  conduded  his  bufineTs  with 
ability  and  Tpirit.  He  did  confi- 
derable  mifehief  in  the  camp, 
brought  off  Tome  trophies,  no  in- 
confiderable  fpoi),  Tome  of  which 
confided  in  articles  that  were 
greatly  wanted,  a  Tew  priToners* 
and  returned  with  little  or  no  lofs* 
He  afterwards  undertook,  in  com¬ 
pany  with  another  officer,  a  much 
more  perilous  expedition.  They 
pa'ffed  by  night  through  the  be¬ 
siegers  works,  and  in  contempt  of 
the  danger  and  cruelty  of  the  fa¬ 
vages,  made  their  way  for  50 
miles  through  pathlefs  woods  and 
unexplored  moraffes,  in  order  to 
raife  the  country,  and  bring  relief 
to  the  fort.  Such  an  adion  de¬ 
mands  the  praife  even,  of  an 
enemy. 

Colonel  St.  Leger  left  no  means 
untried  to  profit  of  his  vidory  by 
intimidating  the  garrifon.  He 
Tent  verbal  and  written  ineffageS, 
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Rating  their  hopelefs  fituation,  the 
utter  deitraftion  of  their  friends, 
the  irapoffibility  of  their  obtaining 
*'  relief,  as  General  Burgoyne,  after 
deftroVing  every  thing  in  his  way, 
was  now  at  Albany  receiving  the 
fubmiffion  of  all  theadjoiningcoun- 
tries,  and  by  prodigioufly  magni¬ 
fying  his  own  force.  He  repre- 
fented,  that  in  this  Rate  of  things, 
if,  through  an  incorrigible  oblti- 
nacy,  they  fhould  continue  a  hope¬ 
lefs  and  fruitlefs  defence,  they 
would,  according  to  the  pra&ice  of 
the  rnoR  civilized  nations,  be  cut 
off  from  all  conditons,  and  every 
hope  of  mercy.  But  he  particu¬ 
larly  dwelt  upon  the  pains  he  had 
taken  in  foftening  the  rage  of  the 
Indians  for  their  late  lofs,  and  ob¬ 
taining  from  them  fecurity,  that  in 
cafe  of  an  immediate  furrender 
of  the  fort,  every  man  of  the  gar- 
fifon  fhould  be  (pared  ;  whilit  on 
the  other  hand  they  declared  with 
the  rnoft  bitter  execrations,  that  if 
they  met  with  any  further  re fi fi¬ 
ance,  they  would  not  only  maffacre 
the  garrifon,  but  that  every  man, 
woman,  and  child  in  the  Mohawk' 
country  would  neceffarily,  and 
however  again  ft  his  will,  fall  fa- 
crifices  to  the  fury  of  the  favages. 
This  point 'he  fair]  he  preffed  en¬ 
tirely  on  the  fcore  of  humanity  ; 
he  promt  fed  on  his  part,  in  cafe  of 
an  immediate  furrender,  every  at¬ 
tention  which  a  humane  and  gene¬ 
rous  enemy  could  give. 

The  Governor,  Colonel  Ganfe- 
vort,  behaved  with  great  firmnefs. 
He  replied,  that  he  had  been  en- 
trufted  with  the  charge  of  that  gar¬ 
rifon  by  the  United  States  of  Ame¬ 
rica  ;  that  he  would  defend  the 
trull  committed  to  his  care  at  every 
hazard,  and  to  the  utmoft  extre¬ 
mity;  and  that  he  neither  thought 


himfelf  accountable  for,  nor  fhould. 
he  at  all  concern  himfelf  about  any 
cenfequences  that  attended  the  dif- 
charge  of  his  duty.  It  was  fhrewd- 
ly  remarked  in  the  fort,  that  half 
the  pains  would  not  have  been  taken, 
to  difplay  the  force  immediately 
without,  or  the  fuccefs  at  a  diflance, 
if  they  bore  any  proportion  at  all  to 
the  magnitude  in  which  they  were 
re  prefented. 

The  Britifh  commander  was 
much  difappointed  in  the  Rate  of 
the  fort.  It  was  Rronger,  in  better 
condition,  and  much  better  de¬ 
fended  than  he  expedled.  After 
great  labour  in  his  approaches,  he 
found  his  artillery  deficient,  being 
infufficient  in  weight  to  make  any 
confiderable  impreffion.  The  only 
remedy  was  to  bring  his  approaches 
fo  near  that  they  muR  take  effect; 
which  he  fet  about  with  the  greateR 
diligence.  In  the  mean  time,  the 
Indians  continued  fallen  and  in¬ 
tractable.  Their  late  Ioffes  might 
have  been  cured  by  certain  advan¬ 
tages  ;  but  the  misfortune  was,  they 
had  yet  got  no  plunder,  and  their 
profpedt  of  getting  any  feemed  to 
grow  every  day  fainter.  It  is  the 
peculiar  charadteriRic  of  that  peo¬ 
ple,  to  exhibit  in  certain  inRances 
degrees  of  courage  and  perfeverance 
which  fhock  reafon  and  credibility, 
and  to  betray  in  others  the  greateR 
irrefolution  and  timidity;  with  a 
total  want  of  that  conRancy  which 
might  enable  them  for  any  length 
of  time  to  Rruggle  with  difficulty. 

WhilR  the  commander  was  car¬ 
rying  on  his  operations  with  the 
utmoR  induRry,  the  Indians  re¬ 
ceived  a  flying  report  that  Arnold 
was  coming  with  a  thoufand  men  to 
relieve  the  fort.  The  commander 
endeavoured  to  hearten  them,  by 
promiftng  to  lead  them  himfelf, 
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to  bring  all  his  beft  troops  into  ac¬ 
tion,  and  by  carrying  their  leaders 
out  to  mark  a  field  of  battle,  and 
the  flattery  of  conlulcing  them  upon 
the  intended  plan  of  operation. 
Whilfl  he  was  thus  endeavouring 
to  foothe  their  temper,  and  to  re¬ 
vive  their  flagging  fpirits,  other 
fcouts  arrived  with  intelligence, 
probably  contrived  in  part  by 
themfelves,  which  firfl  doubled, 
and  afterwards  trebled  the  numrber 
of  the  enemy,  with  the  comforta¬ 
ble  addition,  that  Burgoyne’s  army 
was  entirely  cut  to  pieces.  The 
Colonel  returned  to  camp,  and 
called  a  council  of  their  chiefs, 
hoping  that  by  the  influence  which 
Sir  John  Johnfon,  and  the  fuper- 
intendants  Claus  and  Butler  had 
over  them,  they  might  flill  be  in¬ 
duced  to  make  a  ftand.  He  was 
difappointed.  A  part  of  the  In¬ 
dians  decamped  whilfl  the  council 
was  flttinp-,  and  the  remainder 
threatened  peremptorily  to  aban¬ 
don  him  if  he  did  not  immediately 
retreat. 

.  .  ,  The  retreat  was  of 

u8' 22  •  courfe  precipitate;  or 
it  was  rather,  in  plain  terms,  a 
flight,  attended  with  difagreeable 
circumflances.  The  tents,  with 
moil  of  the  artillery  and  fiores,  fell 
into  the  hands  of  the  garrifon.  It 
appears  by  the  Colonel’s  own  ac¬ 
count  that  he  was  as  apprehenflve 
of  danger  from  the  fury  of  his  fa- 
vage  allies,  as  he  could  from  the 
refentment  of  his  declared  Ameri¬ 
can  enemies.  It  alfo  appears  from 
the  fame  authority,  that  the  Mef- 
fages,  a  nation  of  favages  to  the 
well,  plundered  feveral  of  the  boats 
belonging  to  the  army.  By  the 
American  accounts,  which  are  in 
part  confirmed  by  others,  it  is  faid 
that  they  robbed  the  officers  of 


their  baggage,  and  of  every  other 
article  to  which  they  took  any 
liking;  and  the  army  in  general 
of  their  provifions.  They  alfo  fay, 
that  at  a  few  miles  diflance  from 
the  camp,  they  firft  flripped  of 
their  arms,  and  afterwards  mur¬ 
dered  with  their  own  bayonets,  all 
thefe  Britifh,  German  and  Ame¬ 
rican  foldiers,  who  from  an  inabi¬ 
lity  to  keep  up,  fear,  or  any  other 
caufe,  were  feparated  from  the 
main  body. 

The  flare  of  the  facl  with  refpedi: 
to  the  intended  reliefof  the  fort  is, 
that  Arnold  had  advanced  by  the 
way  of  Half  Moon  up  the  Mohawk 
River  with  2000  men  for  that  pur- 
pole;  and  that  for  the  greater  ex¬ 
pedition,  be  had  quitted  the  main, 
body,  and  arrived  by  forced 
marches  through  the  woods,  with 
a  detachment  of  900  at  the  fort,  on 
the  24th  in  the  evening,  two  days 
after  the  fiege  had  been  raifed.  So 
that  upon  the  whole,  the  intrac- 
tablenefs  of  the  Indians,  with  their 
watchful  app  ehenfion  of  danger, 
probably  faved  them  from  a  chaf- 
tifemenr,  which  would  not  have 
been  tenderly  adminiliered. 

Nothing  could  have  been  more 
untoward  in  the  prefenc  fituation  of 
affair?,  than  the  unfortunate  iflue 
of  this  expedition.  The  Ameri¬ 
cans  reprefented  this  and  the  affair 
at  Bennington  as  great  and  glori¬ 
ous  victories.  Nothing  could  ex¬ 
ceed  their  exultation  and  confi¬ 
dence.  Ganfevort  and  Wilier, 
with  General  Starke  and  Colonel 
Warner,  who  had  commanded  at 
Bennington,  were  ranked  amongA 
thole  who  were  confidered  as  the 
faviours  of  their  country.  The 
northern  militia  began  now  to  look, 
high,  and  to  forget  all  diflindhons 
between  themfelves  and  regular 
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troops.  As  this  confidence,  opi¬ 
nion  and  pride  increafed,  the  ap- 
prehenfion  of  General  Burgoyne’s 
army  of  courfe  declined,  until  it 
foon  came  to  be  talked  of  with 
indifference  and  contempt,  and 
even  its  fortune  to  be  publicly 
prognofticated.  In  the  mean  time 
General  Gates,  on  whofe  conduct 
and  ability  it  appears  the  Ameri¬ 
cans  had  placed  much  reliance, 
arrived  to  take  the  command  of 
the  army;  an  event  which  gave  a 
new  fpur  to  their  exertion,  and  af¬ 
forded  an  additional  fupport  to 
their  hopes.  The  arrival  of  Gates 
enabled  Arnold,  who  Hill  held  the 
next  place  in  every  thing  to  the 
commander  in  chief,  and  between 
whom  it  appears  the  mod  perfeft 
harmony  prevailed,  to  fet  out  on 
that  expedition  to  Fort  Stanwix, 
which  has  been  juft  related. 

During  this  time,  General  Bur- 
goyne  continued  in  his  camp  on  the 
eaftern  fhore  of  the  Hudfon’s  Ri¬ 
ver,  nearly  oppofite  to  Saratoga, 
where  he  ufed  the  mod  unremitting 
induftry  and  perfeverance,  in  bring¬ 
ing  ftores  and  provifions  forward 
from  Fort  George.  As  a  fwell  of 
the  water  occafioned  by  great  rains 
had  carried  away  his  bridge  of 
rafts,  he  threw  another,  of  boats, 
over  the  river  at  the  fame  place. 
Having  at  length  by  good  ma¬ 
nagement  obtained  and  brought 
forward  about  thirty  days  provi- 
fion,  with  other  neceffary  flores, 
he  took  a  refolution  of  palling  the 
Hudfon’s  River  with  the  army, 
which  he  accordingly  carried  into 
execution  towards  the  middle  of 
September,  and  encamped  on  the 
heights  and  in  the  plain  of  Sara¬ 
toga,  the  enemy  being  then  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Still  Water. 

Though  this  meafure  of  palling 
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the  Hudfon’s  River,  has  not  only 
been  a  fubjedt  of  much  difcuffion 
at  home,  but  alio  of  parliamentary 
enquiry;  yet  as  it  If  ill  lies  open, 
without  any  decifion  on  Its  merits, 
and  that  the  General’s  inftrudtions 
are  not  publicly  known,  nor  per¬ 
haps  all  his  motives  thoroughly 
underftood,  we  fhall  not  prefume 
to  form  any  opinion  upon  the  quef- 
tion.  It  will  be  fufficient  to  ob- 
ferve,  that-  in  his  letter  to  the 
American  Minifter  he  fays,  That 
he  thinks  it  a  duty  of  juftice  to 
take  upon  himfelf  the  meafure  of 
having  palled  the  Hudfon’s  River, 
in  order  to  force  a  palfage  to  Al¬ 
bany.  And  that  he  did  not  think 
himfelf  authorized  to  call  any  men 
into  council,  when  the  peremptory 
tenor  of  his  orders,  and  the  feafon 
of  the  year,  admitted  of  no  alter¬ 
native.  He  alio  gives,  in  a  fubfe- 
quent  part  of  the  fame  letter,  the 
following  ftate  of  his  reafoning,  at 
a  time  when  the  army  was  in  very 
critical  and  hazardous  circum- 
llances.  “  The  expedition  I  com- 
“  roanded  was  evidently  meant  at 
“  fir  ft  to  be  hazarded.  Circum- 
ic  fiances  might  require  it  fhould 
“  be  devoted ;  a  critical  junction  of 
“  Mr.  Gates’s  force  with  Mr. 
“  Walhington  might  poffibly  de- 
“  cide  the  fate  of  the  war;  the 
failure  of  my  junction  with  Sir 
“  Harry  Clinton,  or  the  lofs  of 
<£  my  retreat  to  Canada,  could 
ii  only  be  a  partial  misfortune.” 
Whether  his  retreat  was  at  this  pe¬ 
riod  quite  practicable,  even  if  his 
orders  had  not  been  to  advance  at 
all  hazards,  is  uncertain. 

Such  it  feems  were  the  principles 
of  the  General’s  conduct  in  fome  of 
the  fucceeding  events.  As  the 
army  advanced  along  the  river  to¬ 
wards  the  enemy,  they  found  the 

country 
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country  very  impracticable,  being 

covered  with  thick  woods,  and  a 

continual  repair  of  bridges  necef- 

o  _  1  fary.  Being  at  length 

oept.  loth.  •  .  •  L  r  r 

r  y  arrived  in  the  front  of 

the  enemy,  feme  woods  only  of  no 
great  extent  intervening,  the  Ge¬ 
neral  put  himfeif  at  the  head  of  the 
Britifh  line  which  compofed  the 
right  wing.  That  wing  was  co¬ 
vered  by  General  Frazer  and  Co¬ 
lonel  Breyman,  with  the  grena¬ 
diers,  and  light  infantry  of  the 
army,  who  kept  along  fuch  high 
grounds  which  commanded  its  right 
dank,  being  therofelves  covered  by 
the  Indians,  provincials,  and  Ca¬ 
nadians,  in  the  front  and  flanks. 
The  left  wing  and  artillery,  under 
the  Majors  General  Philips  and 
Reidefe],  kept  along  the  great  road 
and  meadows  by  the  river  fide. 

The  enemy,  being  incapable 
from  the  nature  of  the  country  of 
perceiving  the  different  combina¬ 
tions  of  the  march,  ifTued  from 
their  camp  in  greac  force,  with  a 
defign  of  turning  the  right  wing, 
and  taking  the  Britifh  line  on  the 
dank.  Being  unexpectedly  check¬ 
ed  in  this  defign,  by  the  ftrong 
pofition  of  General  Frazer,  they 
immediately  countermarched,  and 
the  fame  particularity  of  country 
which  had  occafioned  their  miitake, 
now  operating  as  effectually  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  difeovery,  and  confequent- 
ly  the  taking  any  advantage  or  their 
fubfequent  movement,  they  directed 
their  principal  effort  to  the  left  of 
the  fame  wing. 

The  Britifh  troops  were  not  a  lit¬ 
tle  furprized  at  the  boldnefs  with 
which  they  began  the  attack,  and 
the  vigour  and  obftinacy  with 
which  it  was  fultained,  from  three 
o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  till  after 
funfet,  Arnold  led  on  the  enemy, 


and  fought  danger  with  an  eager- 
nefs  and  intrepidity  which  though 
much  in  his  character,  was  at  no 
time  more  eminently  diffinguilhed. 
The  enemy  were,  however,  conti¬ 
nually  fupplied  with  frefh  troops, 
whilft  the  weight  of  the  aCtion  lay 
principally  for  a  lon£  time  upon 
the  zoth,  the  2  1  fl,  and  6 2d  regi¬ 
ments.  It  will  be  needlefs  to  fay, 
that  they  behaved  with  their  ufual 
firmnefs  and  gallantry,  though  it 
may  not  be  totally  luperfluous  to 
obferve,  that  the  greater  part  of 
thefe  three  regiments,  were  engaged 
for  near  four  hours  without  inter- 
miffion. 

Molt  of  the  other  corps  of  the 
army  bore  alfo  a  good  fhare  in 
the  bufmefs  of  the  day.  The  24th 
regiment,  which  belonged  to  Fra¬ 
zer’s  brigade,  with  the  grenadiers 
and  a  part  of  the  light  infantry, 
were  for  fome  time  brought  into 
aCtion,  and  charged  with  their 
ufual  fpirit  and  bravery.  Breyman’s 
riflemen,  and  fome  other  parts  of 
his  corps,  alfo  did  good  fervice  ; 
but  thefe  troops  only  aCted  partial¬ 
ly  and  occafionally,  as  the  heights 
on  which  they  had  been  originally 
ported,  were  of  too  great  import¬ 
ance  to  be  totally  evacuated. 

Major  General  Philips  upon 
fir  it  hearing  the  firing,  made  his 
way  with  Major  Williams  anjd  a 
part  of  the  artillery  through  a  very 
difficult  part  of  the  wood,  and  from 
that  time  rendered  molt  effential 
fervice.  It  feems  as  if  in  one  in- 
ftance  his  prefence  of  mind  had 
nearly  faved  the  army,  when,  in 
the  moft  critical  point  of  time,  he 
reftored  the  aCtion  by  leading  up 
the  20th  regiment,  the  enemy  hav¬ 
ing  then  obtained  a  great  fuperio- 
rity  of  fire.  Though  every  part 
of  the  artillery  performed,  almolt, 
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wonders,  the  brave  Captain  Jones 
(who  was  unfortunately,  though 
glorioully,  killed)  with  his  bri¬ 
gade,  were  particularly  diftinguifh- 
ed.  Major-General  Reidefel  alfo 
exerted  himfelf  to  bring  up  a.  part 
of  the  left  wing,  and  arrived  in 
time  to  charge  the  enemy  with 
bravery  and  effedf.  juft  as  the 
light  clofed,  the  enemy  retired  ; 
and  left  the  royal  army  mailers  of 
the  field  of  battle.  The  darknefs 
equally  prevented  .purfuit  and  p;i~ 
foners. 

Upon  the  whole,  the  royal  army 
gained  nothing:  but  honour  by  this 
arduous  llruggle  and  hard-fought 
battle.  They  had,  now  grappled 
with  fuch  an  enemy  as  they  had 
never  before  encountered  in  Ame¬ 
rica;  and  fuch  as  they  were  too 
apt  to  imagine  it  could  not  pro¬ 
duce.  The  flattering  ideas  that 
the  Americans  could  on  ly  fight  wil¬ 
der  the  covert  of  walls,  hedges,  or 
entrenchments,  and  were  incapa¬ 
ble  of  fuftaining  a  fair  and  open 
conflict  in  the  field,  were  now  at 
an  end.  This  opinion  had  alfo 
been  in  feme  rneafure  fhaken  in 
the  fouih.  Here  they  met  with  a 
foe  who  feemed  as  eager  for  addon, 
ns  carelefs  of  danger,  and  as  indif¬ 
ferent  with  refpedl  to  ground  or 
cover  as  themfelves  ;  and  after  a 
bard  and  clofe  conteft  of  four  hours, 
band  to  hand,  when  darknefs  put 
an  end  to  the  engagement,  the 
royal  forces  but  barely  kept  the 
field,  and  the  Americans  only  re¬ 
turned  to  their  camp. 

We  loft  many  brave  men  in  this 
aflion,  and  it  was  not  much  matter 
of  comfort  that  the  Americans  had 
loft  a  greater  number.  The  army 
lay  all  night  on  their  arms  in  the 
field  of  battle,  and  in  the  morning 
took  a  pofition  nearly  within  can¬ 


non  (hot  of  the  enemy’s  camp,  for¬ 
tifying  their  right  wing,  and  ex¬ 
tending  their  left  fo  as  to  cover 
thole  meadows  through  which  the 
river  runs,  and  where  their  hat- 
teaux  and  hofpitals  were  placed. 
The  47th  regiment,  with  that  of 
HefTe  Hanau,  and  a  corps  of  pro¬ 
vincials,  were  encamped  in  the 
meadows  as  an  additional  fecurity. 
The  enemy’s  right  was  incapable 
of  approach,  and  their  left  was  too 
ftrongly  fortified  to  be  in  halted. 

The  zeal  and  alacrity  of  the  In¬ 
dians  began  from  this  time  to 
ilackeo.  Though  the  General 
complains  in  his  difpatches  of  the 
ill  effedls  of  their  defection,  he  does 
not  fpecify  the  particular  time  of 
their  abandoning  the  army.  This 
clofe  and  dangerous  service  was  by 
no  means  fuited  to  their  difpofi- 
tion,  and  the  profpedts  of  plunder 
were  narrowed  to  nothing.  Fide¬ 
lity  and  honour  were  principles  for, 
which  they  had  no  terms,  and  of 
which  they  could  frame  no  ideas. 
Some  letters  have  lately  pafted  be¬ 
tween  Gates  and  General  Bur- 
goyne,  in  which  bitter  reproaches 
relative  to  the  barbarities  commit¬ 
ted  by  the  favages  were  thrown  out. 
by  the  one,  and  thole  charges  were 
in  genera]  denied,  and  in  part  pal¬ 
liated  on  the  other.  The  favages 
like  wife  received  fome  check  on 
account  of  the  murder  of  Mifs 
M*Grea.  Upon  fome  or  all  of 
thefe  accounts  they  defined  the 
army  in  the  feafon  of  its  danger  and 
diftrefs,  when  their  aid  would  have 
been  rnoft  particularly  ufeful  ;  and 
afforded  a  fecond  inftance  within  a 
ftiort  time  of  the  little  reliance  that) 
fhould  be  placed  on  fuch  auxilia¬ 
ries. 

A  great  defertion  alfo  prevailed- 
amongft  the  Canadians  and  Britiftt 

provincials. 
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provincials,  nor  does  it  Teem  as  if  In  order  to  turn  the  enemy’s  dark, 
the  fidelity  or  fervices  of  thofe  who  The  krictek  watch  on  the  motions 
remained  were  much  depended  on  of  the  enemy,  and  attention  on 
or  elteemed.  General  Burgoyne  every  quarter  to  their  own  fecurity, 
had  from  the  beginning,  nor  did  became  every  day  more  indifpenii- 
it  entirely  forfake'him  to  this  time,  ble,  as  Gates’s  army  was  conti- 
a  firm  hope  of  being  powerfully  nua’ly  increafing  in  force  by  the 
fuccoured  if  wanted,  or  at  at  any  acceffion  of  frefh  bodies  of  the  mi- 
rate  of  being  met  and  joined  at  litia. 

Albany,  by  a  drong  force  from  the  The  fpirit  of  exertion  and  enter- 
army  at  New-York.  He  now  re-  prize  which  was  now  railed  in  the 
ceived  with  great  difficulty  a  letter  New-England  provinces,  was  be- 
in  cypher  from  Sir  Harry  Clinton,  come  too  general,  and  too  much 
informing  him  of  his  intention  to  animated  by  fuccefs,  to  be  eafily 
make  a  diverfion  on  the  North  Ri-  with  flood  at  once  in  all  the  different 
ver,  by  attacking  Fort  Montgo-  points  of  its  diredtion.  Whilil  Ge- 
mery,  and  fome  other  fortreffes  neral  Burgoyne  was  fully  engaged 
which  the  rebels  had  eredled  in  the  with  Gates  and  Arnold,  and  found 
highlands,  in  order  to  guard  the  himfelf  immediately  involved  in 
p adage  up  that  river  to  Albany,  circumftances  fufficiently  perplex- 
Though  this  diverfion  fell  far  ffiort  ing,  all  his  difficulties  were  in- 
of  the  aid  which  the  General  ex-  created,  and  his  fituation  was  ren- 
pedled,  he,  however,  hoped  that  dered  much  more  critical  and  pre- 
-  it  might  afford  effential  fervice  by  x  carious,  by  an  unexpected  enter- 
obliging  Gates  to  divide  his  army,  prize  of  the  militia  from  the  upper 
He  accordingly  returned  the  mef-  parts  of  New  Hampfhire  and  the 
fenger,  and  afterwards  difpatched  head  of  the  Connecticut,  totally  to 
two* officers  in  difguife,  and  other  cut  off  all  means  of  communication 
confidential  perfons,  all  feparately  with  Canada,  by  recovering  the 
and  by  different  routes,  to  acquaint  forts  of  d  iconderoga  and  Mount 
Clinton  with  his  exad  date,  fitua-  Independence,  and  becoming  again 
tion,  and  cond/ition  ;  to  prels  him  makers,  at  leak,  of  Lake  George, 
urgently  to  the  immediate  profecu-  The  expedition  was  under  the 
tion  of  his  defign  ;  and  to  inform  diredtion  of  General  Lincoln,  and 
him,  that  he  was  enabled  in  point  the  immediate  execution  was  ccm- 
of  proviiion,  and  fixed  in  his  deter-  mitted  to  the  Colonels  Brown, 
mination,  to  hold  his  prefent  po-  Johnkon,  and  Woodbury,  with 
fition,  in  the  hope  of  favourable  detachments  of  about 
events,  until  the  izthof  the  follow-  each.  They  conducted  their  ope- 
ing  month.  rations  with  fuch  fecrecy  and  ad^ 

In  the  mean  time  every  means  drefs,  that  they  effedt-  g  .. 
were  ufed  for  fortifying  the  camp,  ually  furprized  all  the 
and  krong  redoubts  were  eredted  out  poks  between  the  landing  place 
for  the  protedlion  of  the  magazines  at  the  north  end  of  Lake  George, 
and  hofpitals,  not  only  to  guard  and  the  body  of  the  fortrefs  of 
againft  any  fudden  attack,  but  for  Ticonderoga,  Mount  Defiance, 
their  fecurity  in  any  future  move-  Mount  Hope,  the  French  lines, 
meat  which  the  army  might  make  and  a  block-houfe,  with  200  bat- 
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teaux,  an  armed  /loop,  and  feve- 
ral  gunDoats  were  almoft  inftant- 
ly  taken.  Four  companies  of  foot, 
with  nearly  an  equal  number  of 
Canadians,  and  many  of  the  offi¬ 
cers  and  crews  of  the  veilels, 
were  made  prifoners;  whilft  they 
afforded  freedom  to  a  number  of 
their  own  people,  who  were  con¬ 
fined  in  fome  of  the  works  they 
had  taken.  In  this  heat  of  foc- 
cefs,  they  brought  the  cannon  out 
of  the  arrned  veffel  they  had  ta¬ 
ken,  end  after  repeated  fummons 
to  Brigadier  Ppwel  who  command¬ 
ed,  and  who  gallantly  rejected 
all  their  propofals,  they  for  four 
days  made  reiterared  attacks  up¬ 
on  the  works  at  Ticonderoga  and 
Mount  Independence  ;  until  find¬ 
ing  that  they  were  repul  fed  in  every 
affault,  and  totally  unequal  to  the 
Service,  they  at  length  abandoned 
the  defsgn. 

In  the  beginning  of  October, 
General  Burgoyne  thought  it  ex¬ 
pedient,  from  the  uncertainty  of 
his  iiruation,  to  ieffen  the  foldiers 
rations  of  provision;  a  meafure, 
which  however  difagreeable  to  an 
sjrmy,  was  now  fubmitted  to  With 
a  chearfujnefs  which  merited  the 
high  ell  regards,  and  did  the  great- 
eft  honour  to  the  troops.  Things 
continued  in  this  (late  until  the 
yth  of  October,  when  rhere  beintr 

0  o 

do  appearance  or  intelligence  of 
the  expected  co-operation,  and  the 
time  limited  for  the  kay  of  the 
army  in  its  prefent  camp  within 
four  or  five  days  pf  being  expired, 
it  was  judged  advifeable  to  make 
a  movement  to  the  enemy’s  left, 
not  only  to  difcover  whether  there 
were  any  poftible  means  of  forcing 
*a  paffage,  fhould  it  be  neceffary 
to  advance,  or  of  diilodging  them 
to f  die  convenience  of  retreat, 


but  alfo  to  cover  a  forage  of  the 
army,  which  was  exceedingly  dif* 
treffed  by  the  prefent  fcarcity. 

A  detachment  of  i  coo  regular 

.  J  O 

troops,  with  two  twelve-pounders, 
two  howitzers, and  fix  fix-pounders, 
were  ordered  to  move,  beim*com- 

7  O 

manded  by  the  General  in  per- 
fon,  who  was  feconded  by  thoffi ex¬ 
cellent  officers  the  Majors  General 
Phillips  and  Reidefel,  with  Briga¬ 
dier  General  Frazer.  No  equal 
number  of  men  was  ever  better 
commanded,  and  ic  would  have 
been  difficult  indeed  to  have 
matched  the  men  with  any  equal 
number.  ri  he  guard  of  the  camp 
upon  the  high  grounds  was  com¬ 
mitted  to  the  Brigadiers  General 
Hamilton  and  Speight  ;  that  of 
the  redoubts,  and  the  plain  near 
rthe  river,  to  Brigadier  Goll.  The 
force  of  the  enemy  immediately 
in  the  front  of  the  lines  was  fo 
much  fuperior,  that  it  was  not 
thought  fa  ft  to  augment  the  de¬ 
tachment  beyond  the  number  we 
have  Hated. 

The  troops  were  formed  within 
three  quarters  of*  a  mile  of  the 
enemy’s  left,  and  the  irregulars 
were  pufhed  on  through  bye-ways 
to  appear  as  a  check  on  their  rear. 
But  the  further  intended  opera¬ 
tions  of  the  devachment  were  pre¬ 
vented,  by  a  very  fudden  and 
moll  rapid  attack  of  the  enemy 
upon  the  Bntifh  grenadiers,  who 
were  polled  to  fupport  the  left 
wing  of  the  line.  Major  Ackland, 
at  the  head  of  the  grenadiers,  fuf- 
tained  this  fierce  attack  with  great 
refolution  ;  but  the  numbers  of  the 
enemy  enabling  them,  in  a  few 
minutes,  to  extend  the  attack  a- 
long  the  whole  front  of  the  Ger¬ 
mans,  who  were  polled  immediate¬ 
ly  on  the  right  of  the  grenadiers, 
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it  became  impra&icable  to  move 
any  part  of  that  body,  for  the  pur- 
poie  of  forming  a  fecond  line  to 
fupport  the  flank,  where  the  great 
weight  of  the  fire  flill  fell. 

The  right  was  flill  unengaged  ; 
but  it  was  foon  perceived  that 
the  enemy  were  marching  a  flrong 
body  round  their  flank,  in  order 
to  cut  off  their  retreat.  To  op- 
pofe  this  bold  and  dangerous  at¬ 
tempt,  the  light  infantry,  with  a 
part  of  the  24th  regiment,  which 
were  joined  with  them  at  that  poll, 
were  thrown  into  a  fecond  line,  in 
order  to  cover  the  retreat  of  the 
troops  into  camp. 

Whilft  this  motion  was  yet  in 
procefs,  the  enemy  pufhed  a  frtfli 
and  flrong  reinforcement  to  decide 
the  a&ion  on  the  left,  which  be¬ 
ing  totally  overpowered  by  fo 
great  a  luperiority,  was  compelled 
by  dint  of  force  to  give  way;  up¬ 
on  which,  the  light  infantry  and 
24th  regiment  were  obliged,  by  a 
very  quick  movement,  to  endea¬ 
vour  to  fave  that  win£  from  be- 

«  ,  O 

ing  totally  ruined.  It  was  in  this 
movement,  that  the  brave  Briga¬ 
dier  General  Frazer  was  mortally 
wounded.  An  officer  whofe  lofs 
would  have  been  feverely  felt,  and 
his  place  wich  difficulty  fupplied, 
in  a  corps  of  the  moil  accomplifhed 
officers. 

The  fituation  of  the  detachment 
was  now  exceedingly  critical;  but 
the  danger  to  which  the  lines  were 
expofed  was  flill  more  alarming 
and  ferious.  Philjips  and  Reidefel 
were  ordered  to  cover  the  retreat, 
and  thofe  troops  which  were  near- 
efl,  or  mofl  difengaged,  returned 
as  faft  as  they  could  for  their  de¬ 
fence.  The  troops  in  general  re¬ 
treated  in  good  order,  though  very 
hard  prefled.  They  were  obliged 
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to  abandon  fix  pieces  of  cannon; 
the  horles  not  only  being  deltroy- 
ed,  but  mofl  of  the  brave  artillery 
men,  who  had,  as  ulual,  under 
the  conduit  of  Major  Williams, 
difplayed  the  utmofl  Ikill  and  abi¬ 
lity  in  their  profeffion,  along  with 
the  mofl  undaunted  jefolution,  be¬ 
ing  either  killed  or  dangeroufly 
wounded. 

.The  enemy  purfued  their  fuc- 
cefs  with  great  eagernefs.  The 
troops  had  fcarcely  entered  the 
camp,  when  the  Amerians  florm- 
ed  it  in  different  parts  with  un¬ 
common  fiercenefs  ;  ruffiing  to  the 
lines  through  a  fevere  fire  of  grapd 
fhot  and  fmall  arms,  with  the  ut¬ 
mofl  fury.  Arnold  led  on  the  at¬ 
tack  with  his  ufaal  impetuofity, 
againfl  a  part  of  the  entrench¬ 
ments  into  which  tbe  light  infan¬ 
try  under  Lord  Balcarras,  with  a 
part  of  the  line,  had  thrown  thetn- 
felves  by  order.  He  there  met 
with  a  brave  and  obflinate  refift- 
ance.  The  adion  continued  very 
warm  for  fome  time,  each  fide 
feeming  to  vie  with  the  other  in 
ardour  and  perfeverance.  In  this 
critical  moment  of  glqry  and  dan¬ 
ger,  Arnold  was  grievoufly  wound¬ 
ed,  jufl  as  he  was  forcing  his  way 
into,  or  had  already  entered  the 
works.  This  could  not  fail  to 
damp  his  party,  who  after  long 
and  repeated  efforts  were  finally 
repul  fed. 

Affairs  were  not  fo  fortunate  in 
another  quarter.  Colonel  Brey- 
man,  who  commanded  the  Ger¬ 
man  referve,  being  killed,  the  en¬ 
trenchments  defended  by  that  corps 
were  carried  fword  in  hand,  and 
they  were  totally  routed  with  the 
lofs  of  their  baggage,  tents,  and 
artillery.  This  misfortune  was 
not  retrieved,  although  orders  for 

the 
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the  recovery  of  the  poll  were  dif- 
patched  by  the  General;  and  his 
relation  of  the  tranfadion  feems 
to  imply  fome  blame  to  thofe  who 
failed  in  the  execution.  By  this 
means  the  enemy  gained  a  dan¬ 
gerous  opening  on  our  right  and 
rear.  The  night  only  put  an  end 
to  the  engagement. 

It  would  feem  that  nothing  could 
now  exceed  the  dlftrefs  and  cala¬ 
mity  of  the  army.  They  bore  it 
with  that  excellency  of  temper, 
and  that  unconquerable  firmnefs 
and  refolution,  which  are  natural 
to,  and  were  worthy  of  Britifh  fol- 
diers.  It  was  evidently  impoflible 
to  continue  in  their  prefenc  Situa¬ 
tion,  without  fubmittinp-  to  a  cer- 
tainty  of  deftrudiom  on  the  en- 
fuing  day.  A  total  change  of  po¬ 
rtion  was  accordingly  undertaken, 
and  as  it  feems  to  have  been  con¬ 
ceived  with  great  judgment,  was 
carried  into  execution  during  the 
night, ,  with  a  degree  of  coolnefs 
Silence,  order,  and  intrepidity, 
which  has  feldom  been  equalled, 
and  will  certainly  be  never  ex¬ 
ceeded.  It  was  not  the  movement 
of  a  wing  or  a  part,  it  was  a  ge¬ 
neral  remove  of  the  whole  army, 
of  the  camp  and  artillery,  from  its 
late  ground,  to  the  heights  a- 
bove  the  hofpital  ;  thus,  by  an 
entire  change  of  front,  to  reduce 
the  enemy  to  the  neceffity  of  form¬ 
ing  an  entire  new  difpofition.  All 
this  was, accomplifhed  in  the  dark- 
nefs,  and  under  the  doubt  and  ap- 
preherifion  of  fuch  a  night,  fo  fa¬ 
tally  ufhered  in,  and  accompanied 
throughout  with  circumftances  of 
fuch  uncommon  peril,  as  were  fuf- 
ftcient  to  difturb  the  belt  formed 
mind,  and  to  (hake  the  firmed  re- 
(olution,  without  lofs,  and  what  was 
dill  more,  without  diforder. 
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Many  brave  men  fell  on  this 
unfortunate  day.  The  officers  fuf- 
fered  exceedingly.  Several  who 
had  been  grievouily  wounded  in 
the  late  adion,  and  who  difdained 
an  abfence  from  any  danger  in 
which  their  fellows  were  involved, 
were  again  wounded  in  this.  A- 
rrsong  thofe  of  greater  note,  or  who 
were  diftinguifhed  by  higher  rank, 
who  fell,  befides  General  Frazer 
and  Colonel  Breyman,  whom  we 
have  mentioned,  Sir  James  Clarke, 
Aid  de  Camp  .  to  General  Bur- 
goyne,  was  mortally  wounded  and 
taken  prifoner.  Major  Williams 
of  the  artillery,  and  Major  Ackland 
of  the  grenadierss,  were  alfo  taken, 
the  latter  being  wounded.  Up¬ 
on  the  whole,  the  lifts  of  killed 
and  wounded,  though  avowedly 
imperfed,  and  not  including  the 
Germans,  were  long  and  melan¬ 
choly. 

On  the  next  day,  the  ^  n  , 
army,  oeing  ienfible  that 
nothing  lefs  than  a  fuccefsfui  and 
deciftve  adion  could  extricate  them 
from  their  p  re  fen  t  difficulties,  con¬ 
tinued  without  effed,  during  its 
courfe,  to  offer  battle  repeatedly  in 
their  new  poiltion,  to  the  enemy. 
rFhey  were  preparing  with  greai 
coolnefs,  the  carrying  of  'meafures 
into  execution,  which  were  lefs 
dangerous,  though  not  lefs  effec¬ 
tual,  than  the  attack  of  a  brave 
and  deiperate  enemy,  in  ftrong 
and  fortified  ground.  A  conti¬ 
nued  fucctffion  of  lkirmifhes  were 
however  carried  on,  and-thefe  did 
not  pafs  without  loft  on  both  fides. 

Id  the  mean  time  the  BritifU 
General  difcovered,  that  the  ene¬ 
my  had  pufhed  a  ftrong  body  for¬ 
ward  to  turn  his  right,  which  if 
effeded,  he  would  have  been  torn 
pletely  enclofed  on  every  fide. 
,  Nothin  g 


HISTORY  OF  EUROPE.  [*17 1 


Nothing  was  left  to  prevent  this 
fatal  confcquence,  but  an  imme¬ 
diate  retreat  to  Saratoga.  The 
army  accordingly  began  to  move 
at  nine  o’clock, at  night ;  and  tho’ 
the  movement  was  within  mufket 
fhot  of  the  enemy,  and  the  army 
encumbered  in  the  retreat  with  all 

1 

its  baggage,  it  was  made  without 
lofs.  A  heavy  rain  which  fell 
that  night,  and  continued  on  the 
enfuing  day,  though  it  impeded 
the  progrefs  of  the  army,  and 
increafed  the  difficulties  of  the 
inarch,  ferved  at  the  fame  time  to 
retard,  and  in  a  great  meafure  to 
prevent  the  purfuit  of  the  enemy. 
In  this  unhappy  r.eceffity,  the  hof- 
pital  with  the  lick  and  wounded, 
was  of  courie,  and  mud  have  been 
inevitably,  abandoned.  In  this 
inftance,  as  well  as  in  every  other 
which  occurred  in  the  courfe  of 
thefe  transitions,  General  Gates 
behaved  with  an  attention  and  hu¬ 
manity  to  all  thofe  whom  the  for¬ 
tune  of  war  had  thrown  into  his 
hands,  which  does  honour  to  his 
character. 

On  the  fide  of  the  Americans, 
the  lofs  in  killed  and  wounded 
yvas  great;  and  it  is  fuppofed  ex¬ 
ceeded  that  of  the  Britifh.  They, 
however,  loft  no  officer  of  note ; 
but  the  Generals  Lincoln  and 
Arnold  were  both  dangeroufiy 
wounded. 

From  the  impediments  in  the 
march  which  we  have  mentioned, 
the  army  did  not  pafs.  the  fords  of 
the  Fifh  Kill  Creek,  which  lies  a 
little  to  the  northward  of  Saratoga, 
until  the  ioth  in  the  morning. 
They  found  a  body  of  the  enemy 
already  arrived,  and  throwing  up 
entrenchments  on  the  heights  be¬ 
fore  them,  who  retired  at  their 
approach  over  a  ford  of  the  Hud- 


fon’s  river,  and  there  joined  a 
greater  force,  which  was  Rationed 
to  prevent  the  paffage  of  the  army. 
No  hope  now  remained  but  that 
of  effe&ing  a  retreat,  at  lead;  as 
far  as  Fort  George,  on  the  way  to 
Canada.  For  this  purpofc,  a  de¬ 
tachment  of  artificers,  under  a 
drong  efcort,  was  fent  forward  to 
repair  the  bridges,  and  open  the 
road  to  Fort  Edward.  But  they 
were  not  long  departed  from  the 
camp,  vvhen  the  fudden  appear¬ 
ance  of  the  enemy  in  great  force, 
on  the  opposite  heights,  with  their 
apparent  preparation  to  p'afs  the 
Fiffi  Kill,  and  bring  on  an  imme¬ 
diate  engagement,  rendered  it  ne« 
ceffary  to  reca!  the  47th  regi¬ 
ment,  and  Frazer’s  markfmen, 
who  with  Mackoy’s  provincials, 
compofed  the  efcort.  The  work¬ 
men  had  only  commenced  the  re¬ 
pair  of  the  fir  ft  bridge,  when  they 
were  abandoned  by  their  provincial 
guard,  who  ran  away,  and  left  them 
to  fhift  for  themfelves,  only  upon, 
a  very  flight  attack  of  an  inconfi- 
derable  party  of  the  enemy.  All 
the  force  of  difcipline,  and  all  the 
ffubbornnefs  derived  from  its  moil 
confirmed  habits,  were  now  necef- 
fary  to  fupfport  even  the  appearance 
of  refolution. 

The  farther  fhore  of  the  Hud- 
fon’s  river,  was  now  lined  with 
detachments  of  the  enemy,  and 
the  batteaux  loaded  with  provi- 
lions  and  neceffaries,  which  had 
attended  the  motions  of  the  army 
up  the  river,  fince  its  departure 
from  the  neighbourhood  of  Still 
Water,  were  expofed,  notwith¬ 
standing  any  protection  which 
could  poffibly  be  afforded,  to  the 
continual  fire  and  attacks  of  thefe 
detachments.  Many  boats  were 
taken,  fome  retaken,  and  a  num- 
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ber  of  men  loll  in  the  fkirmifhes, 
upon  thefe  occafions.  At  length 
it  was  found  that  the  provifions 
could  only  be  p referved  by  land¬ 
ing  and  bringing  them  up  the  hill 
10  the  camp;  a  labour  which  was 
accomplifhed  under  a  heavy  fire 
with  difficulty  and  lofs. 

In  thefedeplorable  circumEances, 
councils  of  war  were  held,  to  con- 
fider  of  the  poffibiliry  of  a  further 
retreat.  The  only  meafure  that 
carried  even  the  appearance  of 
praificability,  hard,  difficult,  and 
dangerous  as  it  was,  was  by  a 
night  march  to  gain  Fort  Edward, 
the  troops  carrying  their  provifi¬ 
ons  upon  their  backs.  The  im- 
poffibility  of  repairing  the  roads 
and  bridges,  and  of  conveying  in 
their  prelent  fituatioo  the  artillery 
and  carriages,  were  too  evident  to 
admit  of  a  queftion.  It  was  pro- 
pofed  to  force  the  fords  at  or  near 
Fort  Edward. 

W hilil  preparations  were  mak¬ 
ing  for  carrying  this  forlorn  and 
defperate  refolve  into  execution. 
Intelligence  was  received,  that  the 
enemy  had  already  with  great  fore¬ 
fight,  provided  for  every  poffible 
meafure  that  could  be  adopted  for 
an  efcape,  and  that  this  final  re¬ 
fort  was  accordingly  cut  off  Be¬ 
sides  being  Erongly  entrenched 
oppofite  to  the  fords  which  it  was 
intended  to  pafs,  they  had  a  camp 
In  force,  and  provided  with  artil¬ 
lery,  on  the  high  and  Erong 
grounds  between  Fort  Edward 
and  Fort  George;  whilE  their  par¬ 
ties  were  every  where  fpread  along 
the  opposite  fhore  of  the  river,  to 
watch  or  intercept  the  motions  of 
the  army,  and  on  their  own,  the 
enemy’s  poEs  were  fo  clofe,  that 
t|iey  could  fcarcely  make  the 


fmallefl  movement  without  dif- 
covery. 

Nothing  could  be  more  deplora¬ 
bly  calamitous,  than  the  Fate  and 
fituation  of  the  army.  Worn  down 
by  a  feries  of  hard  toil,  inceffant  ef¬ 
fort,  and  ilubborn  action  ;  abandon¬ 
ed  in  their  utmcE  neceffity  and  dif- 
trefs  by  the  Indians;  weakened  by 
the  defertion,  or  difappointed  and 
difeouraged  by  the  timidity  and 
inefficacy  of  the  Canadians  and 
Provincials;  and  the  regular  troops 
reduced  by  repeated  and  heavy 
Ioffes,  of  many  of  their  beE  men 
and  moE  diEir.gu’fhed  officers,  to 
the  number  of  only  3,500  effec¬ 
tive  fighting  men,  of  whom  not 
quite  2,000  were  Britifh.  In  thefe 
circumEances,  and  in  this  Eate  of 
weaknefs,  without  a  poffibility  of 
retreat,  and  their  provision  juft 
exhauEed,  they  were  in  veiled  by 
an  army  of  four  times  their  own 
number,  whole  pofition  extended 
three  parts  in  four  of  a  circle 
round  them;  who  refufed  to  fight 
from  a  knowledge  of  their  condi¬ 
tion ;  and  who  from  the  nature  of 
the  ground  could  not  be  attacked 
in  any  part. 

In  this  helplefs  condition,  ob-> 
iiged  to  lie  con  flan  rly  on  their 
arms,  whilE  a  continued  cannonade- 
pervaded  all  the  camp,  and  even 
rifle  and  grape  foot  fell  in  every 
part  of  the  iirres,  the  Britifh  troops 
retained  their  conEancy,  temper, 
and  fortitude,  in  a  wonderful  and 
alm'oE  unparalleled  manner.  As 
true  courage  iubmits  with  great 
difficulty  to  defpair,  they  Eill  Bat¬ 
tered  themfelves  with  the  hope  of 
fuccour  from  their  friends  on  the 
New-York  fide,  or,  perhaps  with 
not  lefs  fervent  wilhes,  of  an  at¬ 
tack  from  the  enemy  ;  thereby  to 
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quit  all  fcores  at  once,  and  either 
to  have  an  opportunity  of  dying 
gallantly,  or  extricating  them- 
felves  with  honour.  In  the  mean 
time  the  enemy’s  force  was  con¬ 
tinually  increafed  by  the  pouring 
in  of  the  militia  from  all  parts, 
who  were  all  eager  to  partake  of 
the  glory,  the  fpoi),  or  the  plea- 
fure  of  beholding  the  degradation 
of  thofe  whom  they  had  fo  long 
dreaded,  and  whom  they  unhap- 
piiy  confidered  as  their  moil  im¬ 
placable  enemies. 

At  length,  no  fuccour  appearing, 
and  no  rational  ground  of  hope  of 
any  kind  remaining,  an  exaCt  ac¬ 
count  of  the  proviiions  was  taken 
on  the  evening  of  the  13th  of 
October,  when  it  was  found  that 
the  whole  Hock  in  hand  would 
afford  no  more  than  three  days 
bare  fubfi  Hence  for  the  army.  A 
council  vvas  immediately  called  ; 
and  the  General  thinking  it  right 
and  juft,  in  a  matter  fo  moment^ 
ous  to  individuals,  as  well  as  the 
whole,  to  obtain  the  general  opi¬ 
nion  and  fuffrage  of  the  army,  fo 
far  as  it  could  with  propriety  be 
collected,  invited,  befides  the 
Generals  and  field  officers,  all  the 
Captains  commanding  corps  or  di- 
vifions,  to  aftift  at  the  council.  The 
refult  was,  an  unanimous  determi¬ 
nation  to  open  a  treaty  and  enter 
into  a  convention  with  General 
Gates. 

Gates  fhewed  no  marks  of  arro¬ 
gance,  nor  betrayed  no  figns  of 
being  carried  away  by  the  pre¬ 
sent  extraordinary  torrent  of  fuc- 
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cefs.  The  terms  were  moderate, 
confidering  the  ruined  ftate  and 
irretriveable  circumftances  of  the 
army  ;  and  that  it  was  already  in 
effeCt  at  the  enemy’s  mercy,  be¬ 
ing  equally  incapable  of  fubiifting 


where  it  vvas,  and  of  making  its 
way  to  a  better  fituation.  The 
principal  difficulty  related  to  a 
point  of  military  honour,  in  which 
the  Britifh  Generals  and  troops 
were  peremptory,  and  Gates  far 
from  being  ftifF. 

The  principal  arti-  r.q_ 
cles  of  the  convention,  l7t"* 

exclufive  of  thofe  which  related  to 
the  provifion  and  accommodation 
of  the  army,  in  its  way  to  Bofton, 
*and  during  its  ftay  at  that  place, 
were.  That  the  army  fhould  march 
out  of  the  camp  with  all  the  ho¬ 
nours  of  war,  and  its  camp  artil¬ 
lery,  to  a  fixed  place  where  they 
were  to  depoliv.  their  arms :  To  be 
allowed  a  free  embarkation  and 
paftage  to  Europe  from  Bofton, 
upon  condition  of  their  not  ferv- 
ing  again  in  America,  during  the 
prefent  war;  the  army  noc  to  be 
feparated,  particularly  the  men 
from  the  officers  ;  roll-calling,  and 
other  duties  of  regularity  to  be  ad- 
mittted  the  officers  to  be  admitted 
on  parole,  and  to  wear  their  fid* 
arms;  all  private  property  to  be 
facred,  and  the  public  delivered 
upon  honour;  no  baggage  to  be 
fearched  or  molefted ;  all  perfons 
of  whatever  country,  appertaining 
to  or  following  the  camp,  to  be 
fully  comprehended  in  the  terms  of 
capitulation  ;  and  the  Canadians 
to  be  returned  to  their  own  coun¬ 
try,  liable  to  its  conditions. 

General  Gates  fulfilled  all  the 
conditions,  fo  far  as  he  was,  or 
could  be  concerned  in  them,  with 
the  utmoft  punctuality  and  honour. 
His  humanity  «nd  politenefs,  in 
every  part  of  this  bufinefs,  have 
been  much  celebrated;  without  a 
Tingle  detraction,  fo  far  as  we  have 
heard,  from  the  molt  favourable 
accounts  that  have  been  given  of 
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his  conduCt.  This  was  the  more 
praife- worthy,  as  Tome  late,  as 
well  as  former  circumdances,  had 
highly  enraged  the  American  mi¬ 
litia;  the  army  in  its  lad  move¬ 
ments,  whether  from  military  ne- 
ceffity,  or  the  vexation'  arid  ill- 
temper  incident  to  their  fnuation, 
or  the  joint  operation  of  both, 
having  burnt  and  deftroyed  many 
boufes,  and.  forxte  of  them  build¬ 
ings  of  great  value.  The  extraor¬ 
dinary  and  fevere  execution  which 
now  took  place  upon  the  North  Ri¬ 
ver,  would  alfo  have  afforded  too 
much  colour  for  a  different  mode 
of  conduct.  It  is  even  faid,  and 
we  do  not  find  that  it  has  been 
contradicted,  that  this  General  paid 
fo  nice  and  delicate  an  attention 
to  the  British  military  honour,  and 
to  the  character  and  feelings  of 
thofe  brave  troops,  who  now  ex¬ 
perienced  fo  deplorable  a  reverfe 
S  of  fortune,  that  he  kept  his  army 
clofe  within  their  lines,  and  did 
not  differ  an  American  foldier  to 
be  a  vvitnefs  to  the  degrading  fpec- 
tacle  of  piling  their  arms. 

The  Americans  date  the  whole 
number  who  laid  down  their  arms, 
including  Canadians,  Provincials, 
volunteers,  regulars,  and  irregu¬ 
lars  of  all  forts',  at  5752  men.  In 
this  number  is  undoubtedly  in¬ 
cluded,  though  not  fpecified,  all 
the  artificers,  labourers,  and  fol¬ 
lowers  of  the  camp.  They  alfo  date 
the  number  of  lick  and  wounded  iett 
in  the  hofpitals  at  the  retreat  from 
the  camp  near  Still  Water,  to  528 
men,  and  the  lofs  befides  in  the  ar¬ 
my,  in  killed,  wounded,  taken,  or 
deferred  from  the  6  th  of  July  down- 
wards',  to  2,933;  the  total  amount 
of  thefe  numbers  being  9,213  men. 
By  another  account,  the  number 
is  carried  above  ten  thousand. 


They  alfo  got  a  fine  train  of  brafii 
artillery,  amounting  to  35  pieces 
of  different  forts  and  fixes. 

During  thefe  unfortunate  tran- 
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factions,  Lieutenant  General  Sir 
Henry  Clinton  conducted  his  ex¬ 
pedition  up  the  North  River  with 
great  fuccefs.  He  had  embarked 
about  3000  men.  for  that  fervice, 
accompanied  by  a  fort  able  naval 
force,  confiding  of  ftiips  of  war, 
armed  gallies,  and  fmalier  veffels, 
under  the  conduCt  of  Commodore 
Hotham.  Their  fird  objeCt  was 
the  reduction  of  the  forts  Mont¬ 
gomery  and  Clinton,  which  though 
of  confiderable  drength,  being  at 
that  time  in  a  very  unguarded 
date,  it  was  determined  to  at¬ 
tempt  by  a  coup  de  main.  They 
were  fituated  on  either  fide  of  a 
creek,  which  defcended  from  the 
mountains  to  the  North  River,  and 
their  communication  preferved  by 
a  bridge.  Several  neceffary  mo¬ 
tions  being  made  to  mafk  the  real 
defign,  the  troops  were  landed  in 
two  divifions,  at  fuch  a  didance 
from  their  objeCt,  as  occafioned  a 
confiderable  and  difficult  march 
through  the  mountains  ;  which 
was  however  calculated  and  con¬ 
ducted  with  fuch  precifion,  that 
the  two  detachments  arrived  on 
the  oppofite  fides  of  the  creek* 
and  began  their  fepa-  nq.  ,  , 
rate  attack  on  the  forts, 
at  nearly  the  lame  time.  The  fur- 
prize  and  terror  of  the  garrifops 
was  inereafed  by  the  appearance 
of  the  fhips  of  war,  and  the  arri¬ 
val  and  near  fire  of  the  gallies, 
which  approached  fo  clofe  as  to 
drike  the  walls  with  their  oars. 
The  affault  on  both  fides  of  the 
creek  was  exceedingly  vigorous, 
and  the  impetuofity  of  the  troops 
fo  great,  that  notwithdanding  a 

very 
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Very  confiderable  defence,  both 
the  forts  were  carried  by  form. 
As  the  foldiers  were  much  irri¬ 
tated,  as  well  by  the  fatigue  they 
had  undergone,  and  the  oppofition 
they  met,  as  by  the  lofs  of  fome 
brave  and  favourite  officers,  the 
{laughter  of  the  enemy  was  confi¬ 
derable. 

Upon  the  lofs  of  the  forts,  the 
rebels  fet  fire  to  two  fine  new  fri¬ 
gates,  and  to  fome  other  veffels, 
which  with  their  artillery  and  fores 
were  all  confumed.  Another  fort 
called  Conftitution,  was  in  a  day 
or  two  after,  upon  the  approach 
of  the  combined  land  and  naval 
force,  precipitately  fet  on  fire  and 
abandoned.  General  Tryon  alfo, 
at  the  head  of  a  detachment,  de- 
flroyed  a  new  and  thriving  fettle- 
ment,  called  Continental  Village, 
which  corltained  barracks  for  1500 
men,  with  confiderable  fores. 
The  artillery  taken  in  the  three 
forts,  amounted  to  67  pieces  of 
different  iizes.  A  large  quantity 
of  artillery  and  other  itores,  with 
ammunition,  and  provifions,  were 
alfo  taken.  A  large  boom  and 
chain,  the  making  of  which  was 
fuppofed  to  have  cof  70,0c©]. 
and  the  conftrudion  of  which  was 
confidered  as  an  extraordinary 
proof  of  American  labour,  in- 
dufry,  and  fkill,  was  in  part  de- 
itroyed,  and  in  part  carried  away. 
Upon  the  whole,  the  American 
lofs  in  value  was  probably  greater 
than  upon  any  other  occafion  fince 
the  commencement  of  the  war. 
Their  frength  and  attention  were 
drawn  away  to  the  northward,  and 
other  things  muf  have  been  neg- 
leded,  vvhilft  they  applied  both  to 
the  principal  objed. 

Our  lofs  in  killed  and  wound¬ 
ed  was  not  great  as  to  number, 


but  fome  difinguifhed  and  much 
lamented  officers  fell.  Of  thefe, 
befides  Lieutenant  Colonel  Camp¬ 
bell,  who  commanded  the  attack 
on  Fort  Montgomery,  Major  Sill, 
was,  from  the  general  efteem  he 
had  acquired  through  his  many 
excellent  qualities,  univerfally  re¬ 
gretted.  Major  Grant  of  the  New 
York  volunteers,  and  Count  Gra- 
boufki,  a  Polifh  nobleman,  and 
Aid  de  Camp  to  General  Clinton, 
were  alfo  fain  in  the  affault  on 
thefe  forts. 

The  expedition  did  not  end  with 
this  fuccefs.  Sir  James  Wallace, 
with  a  flying  fquadron  of  light 
frigates,  and  General  Vaughan, 
with  a  confiderable  detachment  of 
troops,  continued,  for  feveral  days, 
their  excurflon  up  the  river,  carry¬ 
ing  terror  and  deflrudion  when¬ 
ever  they  went.  At  the  very 
time  that  General  Burgoyne  was 
receiving  the  moft  favourable  con¬ 
ditions  for  himfelf  and  a  ruined 
army,  the  fine  village  or  town  of 
Efopus,  at  no  very  great  diflance, 
was  reduced  to  afhes,  and  not  a 
houfe  left  Handing.  The  extraor¬ 
dinary  devaftation  which  attended 
every  part  of  this  expedition,  of 
the  neceflity  of  which  we  are  not 
judges,  was  productive  of  a  pathe¬ 
tic  but  fevere  letter,  from  General 
Gates,  then  in  the  height  of  vic¬ 
tory,  to  General  Vaughan. 

On  the  approach  of  Gates,  the 
troops  and  veffels  retired  to  New 
York,  having  difmantled  the  forts, 
and  for  a  time  at  leart,  having  left 
the  river  defencelefs.  But  that  en- 
terprize,  though  concluded  with 
fpirit  and  ability,  was  of  little 
moment  in  the  general  account. 

Such  was  the  unfortunate  iffue 
of  the  northern  campaign  :  The 
event  of  an  expedition  which  was 

under- 
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undertaken  with  the  moll  conh- 
dent  hopes,  and  for  fome  time 
purfued  with  very  flattering  ap¬ 
pearances  of  fuccefs.  It  was  fup- 
pofed  the  principal  means  for  the 
immediate  reduction  of  the  colo¬ 
nies;  but  it  has  only  ferved,  in 
conjunction  with  other  operations, 
which  in  the  firft  inftance  have 
fucceeded  better,  to  demonfirate 
v  the  difficulties  attending  the  fub- 
jugation  of  a  numerous  people  at 
a  great  di fiance,  in  an  extenfive 
country  marked  with  ftrong  lines, 
and  abounding  in  ftrong  natural 
defences,  if  the  refources  of  war 
are  not  exceedingly  deficient,  and 
that  the  fpirit  of  the  people  is  in 
any  degree  proportioned  to  their 
fltuation.  It  may  now,  whatever 
it  was  in  the  beginning,  be  a  mat¬ 
ter  of  doubt,  whether  any  fuperio- 
rity  of  power,  of  wealth,  and  of 
difcipline,  will  be  found  to  over¬ 
balance  fuch  difficulties. 


(  ^ 


It  would  not  be  eafy  at  prefen t* 
as  many  things  neceftary  to  be 
known  have  not  yet  been  fully 
explained,  and  improper,  as  thd 
whole  is  ftill  a  fubjeCt  of  public 
inveftigation,  to  attempt  forming 
any  judgment  upon  the  general 
plan  or  fyftem  of  this  campaign. 
The  general  conduCt  of  the  war 
this  year  has  already  undergone 
much  cenfure;  and  undoubtedly  the 
fending  of  the  grand  army  at  fuch 
a  diftance  to  the  fouthward,  whilft 
the  inferior  was  left  ftruggling  with 
infurmountable  difficulties  in  the 
north,  when  it  would  feem  that 
their  junction  or  co-operation 
would  have  rendered  them  greatly 
fuperior  to  any  force  which  could 
have  been  poffibly  brought  to  op- 
pofe  their  progrefs,  feems,  in  this 
view  of  things,  not  to  be  eafily  ac¬ 
counted  for.  It  is,  however,  a  fub¬ 
jeCt:,  upon  which  no  conclufive  opi* 
nion  can  yet  be  formed. 
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CHAP.  X. 


Amicable  change  of  difpoftion  in  the  courts  of  Madrid  and  Lijbon ,  upon 
the  death  of  the  King  of  Portugal.  Some  account  of  that  Monarch.  Suc¬ 

ceeded  by  his  daughter  the  Princefs  of  Brazil.  Marquis  of  Ponibal  re- 
moved  from  power.  Public  joy  upon  that  occajton .  Some  account 
that  minifier.  State  prif oners  enlarged ,  and popuianiy  acquired  by  that 
aid.  „ Orders  fent  to  South  America  for  a  cejfation  of  hofilities.  Account 
of  the  fate  and  progrefs  of  the  armament  which  had  been  fent  out  from. 
Cadiz  in  the  latter  end  of  the  preceding  year.  'Takes  the  ijland  of  St, 
Catharine’s.  Reduces  the  colony  of  St.  Sacrament.  Preliminaries  of  peace , 
and  a  treaty  of  limits  concluded  between  Spain  and  Portugal.  Objtrv ac¬ 

tions  on  that  event.  Armaments  fill  continued  in  Spain.  Differences  be¬ 
tween  Ruff  a  and  the  Porte.  Rival  Chans.  Petty  war  in  the  Crimea. 
Both  fides  unwilling  to  proceed  to  extremities .  War  between  the  Turks  and 

Perfans.  State  of  Ruff  a.  King  of  Sweden  vifits  that  court.  Dreadful 


inundation  at  P eterfuurg.  Emperor 
and  Switzerland.  Death  of  the  El 

XJROPE  has  had  the  fortune 
to  preferve  her  tranquillity 
during  the  year  of  which  we  are 
treating.  The  ftorm  which  was 
gathering  fo  heavily  to  the  fouth- 
ward,  if  not  entirely  difpelled,  has 
at  leaft  changed  its  dire<Stion .  The 
death  of  the  late  king  of  Portugal 
has  given  a  new  colour  to  the  po¬ 
liticks  of  that  quarter.  That  event 
of  courfe  removed  a  perfonal  ani- 
moftty,  and  a  kind  of  peculiar 
malignity,  which  had  been  long 
fuppofed  to  fubfift  between  that 
monarch  and  his  potent  neighbour. 
Spain  being  thus  difengaged  from 
what  die  confidered  as  rather  a 
fort  of  domeftic  fquabble,  is  left 
at  large  to  purlue  a  more  extenftve 
policy,  and  to  diredt  her  ambition 
to  objects  which  may  at  prefent 
appear  of  greater  importance. 

The  late  king  of  Portugal,  Don 
Jofeph  the  firft,  was  born  atLilbon 
on  the  6th  of  June,  1714;  where 
he  alfo  died,  after  a  long  and 
grievous  illnefs,  on  the  24th  of 
.February,  1 777,  in  the  63d  year 
Vox..  XX. 


vifits  France.  Treaty  between  France 
Tior  of  Bavaria. 

of  his  age,  and  27th  of  his  reign. 
He  married,  in  the  year  1732, 
Maria  Anna  Victoria,  Infanta  of 
Spain,  who  had  then  juft  com- 
pleated  her  fourteenth  year,  and 
who  had  experienced  the  unufual 
fortune  of  being  fent  a  child  to 
France,  received  as  queen,  bred 
up  as  the  deftined  bride  of  the 
late  king  of  that  country,  and  of 
being  afterwards  returned,  upon  a 
change  in  the  political  fyftem  of 
that  court,  under  the  pretence  of 
nonage. 

The  late  king  fucceeded  his  fa¬ 
ther,  Don  John  of  Braganza,  in 
the  throne,  on  the  31ft  of  July, 
1750.  As  he  had  no  male  ifTue, 
in  order  to  preferve  the  crown  in 
the  full  blood  of  the  family  on 
both  fides,  or  perhaps  to  guard 
againft  the  danger  of  a  difputed 
fucceftion,  his  deleft  daughter,  the 
princefs  of  Brazil,  was  in  the  year 
1 760  married  to  her  uncle  Don  Pe¬ 
dro,  her  father’s  brother,  fhe  being 
then  in  her  26th  year,  and  he 
about  forty-three.  Their  fon,  the 

[*M\  prince 
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prince  of  Beira,  in  purfuance  of 
the  mode  of  marriage,  which  feems 
in  a  manner  eftabiifhed  in  that 
court,  and  which  already  ap¬ 
proaches  clofely  to  that  antiently 
pra&ifed  in  the  royal  houfe  of 
the  Ptolemies,  was  married  juft 
before  the  king’s  death,  to  his 
mother’s  youngeft  filler,  the  prin- 
cefs  Maria  Benedidta,  fhe  being 
then  in  her  31ft  year,  and  the 
prince  in  his  fifteenth. 

The  late  king’s  reign  was  nei¬ 
ther  happy  to  himfelf,  nor  fortu¬ 
nate  to  his  people.  It  was  early 
marked  by  one  of  thofe  awful  ca¬ 
lamities,  thofe  tremendous  ftrokes 
cf  providence,  or  convullions  of 
nature,  which  bring  man  to  a  lenfe 
of  his  condition,  and  lay  his 
proudeft  works  in  the  dull.  The 
fatal  earthquake  in  1755?  over¬ 
whelmed  his  capital,  and  fhook 
his  kingdom  to  the  centre.  His 
fucceedifsg  ad  min  iteration  was  not 
much  diftinguiihed,  by  the  affedtion 
it  acquired  at  home,  or  the  repu¬ 
tation  which  it  fullained  abroad. 
It  was  deeply  ftained  with  dome- 
ftic  blood  ;  and  rendered  odious 
by  an  exceftive  and  horrible  cruelty. 
The  hr  ft  families  of  the  kingdom 
were  ruined,  tortured,  and  nearly 
cut  off  from  the  face  of  the  earth, 
without  that  clearoefs  of  evidence 
to  the  eftabbfhmeut  of  their  guilt, 
or  even  that  attention  to  the  ulual 
forms  of  juftice  and  modes  of  en- 
quiry,  which  fo  dreadful  and  ex¬ 
emplary  an  execution  undoubtedly 
demanded.  From  that  time,  lui- 
picion,  or  the  will  of  a  favourite, 
fupplied  the  place  of  all  evidence, 
until  the  numerous  dungeons  of  the 
ki  p.grdom  ’eemed  at  length  fcarcely 
capable  of  affording’  room  to  the 
wretched  bodies  of  thofe  who  had 
been  its  principal  citizens.  The 
1 


king  himfelf  had  nearly  perifhed 
difgracefully,  by  the  hands  of  aflaf- 
fins,  in  fome  idle  nodlurnal  excur- 
fion  ;  and  if  it  had  not  been  for 
the  powerful  intervention  of  a 
great  and  faithful  ally,  he  would 
probably  have  feen  his  kingdom 
overrun,  if  not  finally  fubverted, 
by  a  foreign  enemy. 

It  muft,  however,  in  juftice  to  the 
memory  of  the  late  king  be  acknow¬ 
ledged,  that  he  gave  a  linking  in- 
ftance  both  of  firmnefs  and  virtue, 
in  the  conftancy  with  which  he  fup- 
ported  his  engagements  and  faith 
with  Great  Britain,  during  the  try¬ 
ing  circumftances,  and  furrounding 
dangers  of  the  late  war.  Without 
wifhing  to  detradl  in  any  degree 
from  the  merit  of  fuch  a  condudl, 
it  muft  alfo  with  equal  truth  be  ac¬ 
knowledged,  that  he  could  not, 
confidently  with  the  character  of  a 
ftatefman  and  politician,  have 
adled  othervvife.  That  he  had  no 
other  alternative  .than  the  part 
which  he  took,  or  to  adopt  that 
weak,  defperate,  and  at  all  times 
to  be  conftder'ed  moft  fatal  mea- 
fure,  cf  refigning  the  keys,  the 
ftrength,  and  the  arms  of  his  king¬ 
dom  into  the  hands,  and  laying 
even  his  own  perfon  at  the  mercy 
of  an  envious  and  inveterate  enemy, 
who  had  an  old  and  never-for¬ 
gotten  claim  upon  the  whole. 

The  expulfion  of  the  jefuits  from 
Portugal ,  which  firft  opened  the  way 
to  thediffolution  and  ruin  of  that  ce¬ 
lebrated  and  extraordinary  order  of 
men  in  every  other  part  of  the  world, 
will  for  ever  render  the  late  reign 
diftinguiihed.  A  great  deal  was 
alfo  done,  to  diminifti  the  exceftive 
numbers  and  overgrown  wealth, 
and  influence  of  all  orders  of  the 
clergy,  as  well  as  to  abate  the  ri¬ 
gours  of  the  inqmfltion.  In  de~ 

rogation' 
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rotation  however  from  the  latter 
snerit,  that  tribunal  was  ftill  kept 
up  as  an  engine  of  ftate  tyranny, 
when  it  was  enfeebled  as  an  in- 
flrumentof  religious  perfecution. 

Upon  the  death  of  the  king,  the 
princefs  of  Brazil  was  immediately 
acknowledged  as  fovereign,  and 
entered  into  the  adminiftration  of 
public  affairs.  It  was  reported, 
but  we  cannot  fay  with  what  foun¬ 
dation*  that  a  confiderable  party, 
who  were  fuppofed  to  be  fecretiy 
fupported  by  the  prime  minifter, 
had  fome  intention  of  placing  the 
crown  dire£Uy  upon  the  head  of 
the  prefumptive  heir,  the  prince 
of  Beira.  If  any  fuch  fcheme  was 
in  agitation,  it  was  not  avowed, 
nor  have  any  of  thofe  refentments 

J 

appeared,  which  might  have  been 
expected  from  the  knowledge  of 
fuch  a  defign. 

One  of  thefirft  afts  of  the  new  go- 
>/r  ,  ,,  vernment,  was  the  re- 

Msrch  6th'  mova!  from  fmver  of 

!777*  the  Marquis  de  Pom- 
bal,  who  had  for  many  years  go¬ 
verned  the  kingdom  with  a  moft  un¬ 
bounded  authority,  and  which  his 
numerous  enemies  fay,  was  directed 
to  the  molt  cruel  and  arbitrary  pur- 
pofes.  This  rninilter  was  let  down 
from  his  high  authority  with  great 
gentlenefs,  for  that  country,  and 
that  fpecies  of  government.  He 
was  informed  by  a  note  from  the 
queen,  that,  in  confideratiori  of  the 
great  regard  and  efteem  which  the 
late  king  her  father  had  for  him, 
as  well  as  of  his  own  age  and  in¬ 
firmities,  he  was  permitted,  at  his 
own  defite,  to  retire  from  the  royal 
fervice  to  his  eftate  in  the  country. 
In  the  fame  note,  the  queen  grant¬ 
ed  him  a  continuance  of  the  ap¬ 
pointments  of  his  office  as  fecre- 
ury  of  ftate,  and  bellowed  on  him 


a  vacant  Commandery  of  S:. 
James. 

No  public  bleffing  or  advan¬ 
tage  ;  neither  the, deliverance  from 
a  foreign  enemy,  nor  a  domellic 
tyranny,  could  have  excited  agreat- 
er  or  more  univerfa!  joy,  than  the 
removal  of  this,  nobleman  from 
power,  an  d  his  fable  quent  dif- 
grace,  which  became  every  day 
more  apparent.  Whether  it  pro¬ 
ceeded  from  the  boldnefs,  vvifdom, 
and  redtitude  of  his  meafures,  his 
oppofing  national  vices,  and  popu¬ 
lar  prejudices,  the  defpotifm  of  his 
adminiftration,  or  more  probably  * 
from  the  mixed  operation  of  all 
thefe  caufes,  he  had  the  fortune  to 
incur  the  abhorrence  and  dread  of 
every  order  of  men  in  the  ftate  and 
kingdom.  The  antient  nobility, 
conlidered  him  equally  the  deftroy- 
er  of  their  order,  and  the  exter¬ 
minator  of  their  race  ;  the  clergy 
anathematized  him,  as  the  enemy 
of  religion  in  general,  as  well  as 
the  lubvertor  of  their  partrcular 
inftitutions,  and  the  deftroyer  of 
their  general  and  pejfori'al  rights : 
the  common  people  execrated  him* 
as  the  fcourge  and  curfe  of  their 
country.  To  add  to  the  weight 
of  domeftic  enmity  and  clamour, 
he  had  continual  difputes  with  the 
Englilh  merchants  and  factory, 
(who  form  a  great  body  in  that 
country)  upon  matters  relative  to 
trade,  and  lo  their  real  or  fuppofed 
rights  and  i  mi!)  unitie  ft 

In  fuch  a  ftate  of  public  diftike 
and  violent  prejudice,  it  would  not 
be  an  eafy  rr.acter  to  obtain  thd 
real  character  of  a  mmifter,  at  a 
much  nearer  diftance,  and  in  a 
country  where  enquiry  was  much 
more  open,  and  dilquifitions  cf 
that  naturd  better  understood  and 
more  liberally  conducted,  than  in 
,  [*M]  z  'Portugal. 
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Portugal.  His  friends  represent 
him  as  a  minifler  of  great  abili¬ 
ties,  and  as  a  bold  reformer,  who 
endeavoured  by  the  mofl  vigorous 
exertions  to  reflore  to  its  antient 
power,  reputation,  and  fplendour, 
a  country  which  had  been  long 
Fallen  into  the  moil  humiliating 
Hate  of  weaknefs,  and  the  people 
funk  in  the  moil  degrading  barba- 
rifm.  The  country,  they  fay,  was 
little  and  badly  cultivated  ;  the  arts 
were  loil  ;  induilry  extindt ;  and 
every  fort  of  buiinefs  was  conduct¬ 
ed  by  Grangers.  Thus,  the  peo¬ 
ple  depended  entirely  on  foreigners 
for  corn  and  cloathing,  the  crown 
was  without  treafure,  and  the  ftate 
without  finances.  The  military 
glory  of  the  kingdom  was  extindt ; 
and  its  fafety  depending  upon  the 
precarious  caprice  or  negligence  of 
its  neighbours,  whilil  it  maintain¬ 
ed  a  nominal  atmy,  without  fol- 
diers  or  arms.'  Under  all  thefe 
diflreffing  circumfiances,  the  na¬ 
tion  was  devoured  by  an  idle,  vi¬ 
cious,  and  abandoned  nobility, 
with  a  mod  ignorant  and  luxuriant 
clergy,  both  of  whom  were  pof- 
feffed  of  exorbitant  riches. 

It  was  impoffible,  fay  they,  to 
retnove  evils  of  fuch  aftrength  and 
magnitude,  but  by  the  boldefl 
ilrokes  of  policy,  and  a  purfuit  of 
th s  mod  decifive  meafures.  The 
Herculean  talk  could  only  be  un¬ 
dertaken,  with  a  full  determina¬ 
tion  to  encounter  all  the  power  and 
violence  of  the  nobility  and  clergy, 
and  to  endure  all  the  obloquy  of  an 
extremely  ignorant,  and  exceed¬ 
ingly  fuperfiitious  populace.  It 
was  not  to  be  expedted  that  the 
court  of  Rome  would  behold  with 
approbation,  a  reduction  of  the 
exorbitant  power  and  wealth  of 
;he  clergy,  attended  with  an  equal 
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reflraint  of  their  numbers.  It  wag 
as  little  to  be  fuppofed,  that  the 
avarice  of  foreigners  would  not  be 
alarmed  at  the  internal  improve¬ 
ment  of  the  country,  who  knew 
that  their  former  gains  arofe  from 
its  uncultivation  and  anarchy,  as 
that  its  dangerous  neighbourscould 
behold  with  fatisfa&ion  their  am¬ 
bitious  views  fruflrated,  by  the 
growing  iirength  of  the  kingdom, 
and  the  increafing  reputation  of 
its  government. 

This  is  a  very  fhort  and  flight 
fketch,  but  as  much  as  we  have 
room  for,  of  the  various  ground 
taken  by  the  numerous  foes,  and 
few,  indeed,  friends,  in  the  con¬ 
demnation  ordefence,of  this  fallen, 
and  once  all-powerful  minifler. 
It  would  feein  upon  the  whole, 
that  he  poffefTed  no  inconfiderable 
fhare  of  ability  ;  that  aftrong  fpirit 
of  enterprize,  and  turn  for  inno¬ 
vation,  were  among  the  leading 
features  of  his  character ;  and  that 
his  natural  boldnefs  of  difpoiition, 
and  an  excefiive  confidence  of  fuc- 
cefs  in  his  defigns,  led  him  into 
fome  extremes,  which  the  prudent 
attention  of  a  more  cautious  itatef- 
man  to  times,  circumflances,  and 
the  character  of  the  people,  would 
have  avoided. 

Few  princes  have  had  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  acquiring  popularity  at 
an  eafier  rate  than  the  queen  of 
Portugal.  After  the  degradation 
of  the  favourite,  it  was  only  to 
open  the  prifon  doors,  and  to  ac¬ 
quire  at  once  the  univerfal  love 
and  applaufe  of  her  fubjedts.  This 
meafure  was  faid  to  have  been  re¬ 
commended  by  the  late  king  in 
his  lafl  moments.  The  appear¬ 
ance  of  eight  hundred  wretches, 
rifing  from  their  dungeons  where 
they  had  been  fo  long  buried,  and 
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in  their  fqualid  condition,  afford¬ 
ed  no  faint  reprefentation  of  a  re- 
furre&ion  of  the  dead.  Many  of 
thefe  were  of  family  and  condi¬ 
tion,  vvhofe  friends  having  no  fuf- 
picioa  of  their  fate,  had  long  fup- 
pofed  that  they  had  perifhed  by 
the  hands  of  affaffins,  or  by  fame 
untoward  accident  of  which  they 
could  frame  no  idea.  Near  4000 
more  it  was  faid  had  perifhed  in 
thofe  prifons,  during  thedefpotifm 
of  the  favourite.  Of  the  living, 
it  may  well  be  fappofed,  that  even 
the  mofl  criminal  declared  and 
rotefted  their  innocence.  Each 
ad  his  tale  of  woe  ;  and  each  the 
particular  hiftory,  of  the  cruelties 
he  had  experienced,  and  the  fuf- 
ferings  he  had  undergone,  to  re¬ 
cite,  The  emotions  of  the  hear¬ 
ers  may  poffibiy  be  conceived. 
Th  eir  execration  and  abhorrence 
of  the  late  minifter  will  be  eafily 
fuppofed. 

Among  thofe  of  high  rank,  who 
were  now  reftored  to  the  light  of 
heaven,  was,  faid  to  be,  a  fon  of 
the  Marquis  of  Tavora,  who  was. 
committed  to  prifon  at  five  years 
of  age,  and  having  feen  no  per- 
fon  fince  that  time  but  a  keeper, 
and  that  only  at  the  flated  and  fhort 
feafons,  allotted  for  the  admini- 
liration  of  his  fcanty  provifion,  ex¬ 
hibited  the  fhocking  fpe&acie  of 
a  human  being,  aimed  destitute  of 
language  and  ideas,  and  without 
the  fmalleil  memory  or  knowledge 
of  h  is  family  or  former  condition. 

The  ancient  bifhop  of  Coimbra, 
who  had  been  committed  to  pri¬ 
fon  about  the  time  of  the  fuppref- 
fion  of  the  jefuits,  for  fome  en- 
thufiadical  writings  he  had  pub- 
lifhed,  in  which,  along  with  a 
direct  charge  of  herefy  againft  the 
tninifter,  he  faid  it  was  approach- 
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ing  fad  to  the  throne,  and  would 
foon  overfpread  the  nation,  now 
prefented  a  piteous  fpe&acle  to 
the  people,  appearing  before  them 
almod  naked,  as  he  came  out  of 
prifon,  and  relating  to  them,  a- 
rnong  his  other  fufferings,  that  he 
had  lain  upon  nothing  but  bare 
boards  during  the  whole  time  of 
his  confinement,  whillt  his  age, 
venerable  appearance,  and  the 
fandlity  attributed  to  his  character, 
excited  all  the  mixed  emotions  of 
pity  and  horror  in  his  hearers. 

The  remains  of  the  unfortunate 
family  of  Tavora,  confiding  of  the 
Marquis  de  Alorna,  and  his  three 
brothers,  who  had  been  obliged 
to  adopt  their  mother’s  name  of 
Lorena,  that  of  Tavora  having 
been  for  ever  abclilhed,  were,  ii\ 
fome  time  after  their  releafe,  re- 
ftored  to  all  their  ancient  honours 
and  rights  by  a  public  decree,  in 
which  the  queen  declared,  that  the 
important  affair  in  which  they 
were  concerned,  had  been  ferupu- 
loufly  enquired  into,  by  the  Soli¬ 
citor  General,  and  miniders  of  a- 
bility  appointed  for  that  purpofe, 
who  had  unanirnoufly  declared  them 
entirely  innocent.  Two  of  the 
Marquis’s  brothers  were  appoint¬ 
ed  to  honourable  commands  in  the 
army.  M.  de  Andrada,  formerly 
minider  from  that  court  to  the 
United  Provinces,  who  had  been 
thrown  into  prifon  immediately 
after  his  recal,  and  who  now  re- 
fufed  to  quit  it,  until  he  obtained 
a  promife  of  a  full  enquiry  into 
his  condudl,  received  the  iatisfac- 
tion.  of  having  his  innocence  pub¬ 
licly  acknowledged  by  a  fimilar 
decree,  and  was  appointed  High 
Chancellor  of  the  kingdom.  Se¬ 
veral  who  had  fuffered  the  lofs  of 
their  offices,  and  endured  all  the 
3  miferies 
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miferies  of  a  prifon,  without  any 
charge  being  laid  or  pretended  a- 
gaioft  them,  we(e  now  reftored  to 
their  places  in  the  court  or  army, 
without  any  formal  exculpation. 

On  the  other  hand,  thofe  who 
had  been  particularly  attached  to 
the  late  minide'r,  generally  led 
their  places,  or  were  athervyife 
difgraced.  In  fome  time,  his  efiates 
were  fequeftered,  under  the  claim 
or  pretence  of  his  being  indebted 
to  the  crown,  in  the  coarfe  of  his 
adminifiration.  Upon  the  approach 
of  the  day  of  the  queen’s  public 
acclamation,  as  it  is  termed,  a 
ceremonial  firnflar  to  that  of  a  co¬ 
ronation,  and  attended  with  the 
fame  renewal  of  conditions  between 
the  fove reign,  and  the  people,  .ei¬ 
ther  to  pleafe  the  populace,  or 
under  the  apprehenfion  of  fome 
outrage  on  the  enduing  feftival,  the 
buft  of  the  late  minifter,  which 
had  been  fixed  on  the  pedelial 
of  the  king’s  equeilrian  ilatue, 
was  ordered  for  the  .prefen  t  to  be 
covered  with  p! aider,  and  that  it 
fit  on  Id  afterwards-  be  replaced  by 
the  city  arms.  Of  fuch  little  per¬ 
manency  and  value,  are  idatues, 
bafts,  or  the  favour  of  kings,  to 
thofe  who  have  the  misfortune 
of  incurring  the  odium  of  their 
conn  try. 

The  death  of  the  late  king  im¬ 
mediately  changed  the  politicks  of 
the  court  of  Madrid,  with  fefpeft 
to  the  intended  war  again!!  Portu¬ 
gal,  and  pur  as  fpeedy  an  end  to 
the  oreoarations,  which  had  been 
earned  on  with  induftry,  for  the 
invafion  of  that  kingdom.  A  per- 
fett  good  underftandin?  innme- 
diately  took  pi  ace  between  the  two 
courts,  and  orders  were  difpatched 
from  each,  as  foo,n  almolt  as  it 
could  be  done,  for  a  cefifation  of 


hofiilities  in  South  America.  Spain*, 
it  is  true,  has  fince  continueda 
and  fiill  does,  her  military  prepa¬ 
rations  both  by  fea  and  land,  and 
her  naval  armament  in  particular, 
has  been  attended  to  with  fuch  vi¬ 
gour,  and  fupported  with  fuch  ex¬ 
pence,  as  have  rendered  it  very 
formidable,  and  undoubtedly  a- 
larming,  to  fuch  as  may  not  know 
its  deft? nation,  and  are  liable  to 
its  impreffion.  Whatever  the  de- 
fig  n  of  this  extraordinary  prepa¬ 
ration  may  be,  it  has  certainly 
changed  its  objedfi,  if  Portugal  ever 
was  really  fuch. 

The  exprefles  that  were  dif¬ 
patched  to  South  America  were 
much  too  late,  to  prevent  all  the 
cfredl  of  the  great  force  which  had 
failed  from  Cadiz  for  that  part  of 
the  world,  about  the  middle  of 
the  preceding  month  of  Novem¬ 
ber.  The  fleet  upon  this  expedi¬ 
tion  amounted  to  no  lefs  than  1 16 
fail  of  all  forts,  including  fix  fnips 
of  the  line,  with  ten  frigates  and 
bombs,  being  under  the  condufl 
of  the  Marquis  of  Cafa  Tilly. 
The  land  forces  exceeded  9000, 
and  were  under  the  command  of 
Don  Pedro  de  Cevallos.  .The 
whole  number  of  men  on  board 
the  fleet  fell  little  fiiort  of  20,00 6, 
and  the  tonnage  run  to  about  the 
fame  number.  , 

When  the  fleet  ar-  „  ,  ft 
rived  at  the  Me  of  St, 

Catharine’s,  on  the  coafl  of  Bra¬ 
zil,  they  found  that  ifland  in  a 
date  of  preparation  and  defence, 
which,  if  placed,  with  equal  ad¬ 
vantages  of  climate  and  fltuation, 
in  other  hands,  might  have  foiled 
a  greater  force  than  theirs,  formid¬ 
able  as  that  was.  Befides  the  dif¬ 
ficulties  of  landing  incident  to 
thofe  feas  and  latitudes,  they  had 

‘  a  well 
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a  well  fortified  caftle,  fupported  at 
a  moderate  diftance  by  two  ftrong 
forts,  to  encounter;  and  thefe, 
befides  being  well  provided  with 
artillery,  and  all  other  provifion 
for  war,  were  defended  by  about 
4000  Portuguefe,- exclufive  of  the 
Indian  natives  of  the  ifland,  and  a 
body  of  Indian  auxiliaries  from  the 
main.  If  the  fortrelfes  were  ren¬ 
dered  untenable,  the  ifland  abound¬ 
ed  with  fortified  works  and  ftrong 
pofts,  which  might  have  been  fuc- 
ceftively  defended,  until  the  reduc¬ 
tion  of  the  whole  became  a  work 
of  much  labour  and  difficulty .  But 
the  defence  was  not  equal  to  thefe 
advantages. 

The  Spaniards  not  only  landed 
without  oppofition,  but  the  Go¬ 
vernor  of  the  ifland  abandoned  his 
•caftle,  and  all  it  contained,  with 
the  greateft  precipitation,  and 
without  firing  a  fingle  gun,  at  their 
approach.  This  example  was  im¬ 
mediately  followed,  in  all  its  cir- 
cumftances,  by  the  Governors  of 
the  forts,  and  in  three  davs  time 
the  whole  ifland,  with  all  its  works 
and  defences,  were  entirely  eva¬ 
cuated.  The  garrifon  palled  over 
to  the  main,  where,  beinp  at  a 
great  diftance  from  their  fettle- 
ments,  without  any  means  of  fub- 
fiftence,  andk perhaps,  in  their  p  re  - 
fent  recreant  condition,  afraid  of 
becoming  a  prey  to  the  Indians, 
they,  in  thefe  unpleafant  circuni- 
ftances,  fent  back  to  the  ifland  to 
propofe  a  capitulation  to  the  Spa- 
nifh  commanders.  They  could  ob¬ 
tain  no  other  condition  than  that 
of  returning  with  their  arms  in 
their  hands,  to  become  prifoners  of 
war.  Of  this  garrifon,  four  bat¬ 
talions,  befides  200  of  the  artil¬ 
lery,  were  regular  troops,  the  reft 
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were  regimented  militia.  It  has 
been  reported  that  the  Portuguefe 
commander,  Don  Antoniade  Men¬ 
doza,  has  been  ordered  home  to 
anfwer  for  his  conduft. 

It  would  not  be  fitting  to  omit, 
that  a  Portuguefe  fquadron  of 
twelve  fail,  which  had  been  fta- 
tioned  for  the  proteftion  of  the 
ifland,  immediately  fled  upon  the 
appearance  of  a  Spanifh  frigate, 
which  had  been  fent  to  recon¬ 
noitre,  two  days  before  the  arrival 
of  the  fleet.  The  Spanifh  force 
proceeded  to  the  Rio  de  la  Plata, 
where  it  reduced  the  colony  of  St. 
Sac  raraent  and  fome  other  places 
before  the  order  for  a  ceflation  of 
hoftility  arrived. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  prelimi¬ 
naries  of  peace  were  agreed  upon, 
and  a  treaty  of  limits  concluded, 
between  the  courts  of  Spain  and 
Portugal.  Thefe  preliminaries 
have,  fince  the  conclufion  of  the 
year,  been  extended,  completed, 
and  finally  ratified,  into  the"  fu  1  left 
and  moll  perfect  treaty  of  peace, 
union,  and  friendfhip,  between  the 
two  crowns  and  nations.  By  this 
treaty,  the  King  of  Spain  feems  to 
have  fully  obtained  that  great  ob¬ 
ject  which  has  been  fo  long  and  fo 
diligently  fought  by  that  crown, 
and  which  he  himfelf  fo  explicitly 
avowed,  in  the  memorial  that  pre¬ 
ceded  his  declaration  of  war  in  the 
year  1762,  viz.  That  “  confider- 
ing  the  interefls  of  the  moft  faithful 
Ki  ng  as  his  own,  he  wifhes  to  unite 
the  one  with  the  other,  fo  that 
either  in  peace  or  in  nvar,  Spain  and 
Portugal  may  he  cenjidered  as  belong¬ 
ing  to  one  majler .”  The  fame  idea 
is  ftili  preferved  and  comprehend¬ 
ed  in  the  introddlion  or  preamble 
of  the  prefent  treaty,  which  con^ 

[  *M\  4  tains 
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tains  the  following  words;  “and,  political  and  commercial  interefts, 
by  that  means,  edablilh  the  mod  mult  deeply  lament  the  unhappy 
permanent  indiffoluble  union  and  fituation  of  public  affairs,  which 
jfriendlhip  between  the  two  crowns,  difabled  us  from  preventing  the 
which  the'ir  natural  fituation,  the  completion  of  a  fcheme,  fo  loaded 
vicinity  of  their  territories,  the  an-  with  the  molt  dedrudiive  confe- 
cient  and  modern  connections,  and  quences  to  both.  The  adtors  had 
con  fang  uinity  of  their  refpeftive  feen  for  fome  years  that  the  time 
fovereigns,  the  identity  of  origin,  was  fall  approaching,  which  would 
and  the  reciprocal  interest  of  the  prove  favourable  to  the  execution 
two  nations  claims. ”  of  this  long  laid  and  favourite  de- 

Thus  was  Portugal  thrown  into  fign,  and  they  were  during  that 
the  arms  of  the  hou-fe  Bourbon,  time  affiduoudy  preparing  to  feize 
and  once  more  virtually  become  a  the  golden  opportunity.  All  the 
member  of  the  Spaniih  monarchy,  quarrels  about  limits,  and  all  the 
it  is  faid,  that  She  has  lince  ac-  events  of  the  petty  war  carried  on 
ceded  to  the  family  compact ;  in  South  America,  tended  to  this 
but  whether  any  formal  adi  of  that  fingle  point.  It  may  not  perhaps 
nature  has  taken  place,  does  not  be  a  very  hazardous  aflertion  to 
feem  a  matter  of  confequence,  as  advance,  that  of  all  the  misfor- 
Ihe  in  elfedt  acceded  to  it,  the  tunes  that  have  been  or  may  be 
moment  lhe  was  under  a  neceffity  the  confequence  of  our  unhappy 
of  figning  the  prefent  treaty.  Na-  civil  war,  this  event,  excepting 
tions  are  governed  in  their  conduct  only  the  irrecoverable  lofs  of  the 
by  fituation  and  circumdanee,  not  colonies,  would  hold  the  fir  ft  place 
by  wax  or  by  fignatures.  Thofe  as  to  magnitude  and  effect, 
who  defend  the  conduct  of  Portu-  Whilft  peace  was  thus  preferved 
gal  in  this  point,  affirm  that  lhe  in  one  part  of  Europe,  thfe  afpedt 
cannot  be  charged  with  meannefs  borne  by  the  great  empires  of 
in  refpecl  toherielf,  nor  reproach-  Ruffia  and  Turkey,  feemed  to  por¬ 
ed  with  breach  of  faith  in  regard  tend  a  renewal  of  all  the  calamities 
to  others,  for  her  conduct  in  this  of  war  in  another.  Wehaveven- 
tranfa diion.  As  die  found  herfelf,  tured  in  the  courfe  of  the  late  war 
they  faid,  abandoned  by  England,  repeatedly  to  hazard  an  opinion, 
or  which  was  the  fame  thing,  as  that  nothing  lefs  than  the  mod  de- 
fhe  found  that  power  incapable  of  plorable  date  of  weaknefs,  and  ir- 
aifording  the  protedtlon  which  die  refiftable  neceffity,  could  ever  in- 
wanted  and  had  a  right  to  expedt,  duce  the  Porte  to  admit  Ruffia  to  a 
and  was  herfelf  totally  incapable  of  free  paffage  through  the  Darda- 
reiiding  that  great  force  which  en-  nelles,  with  an  open  trade,  and 
clofed  her  on  all  fides,  and  was  the  confequent  edablilhment  of  a 
ready  to  trample  her  to  dedrudiion,  marine  force  on  the  Black  Sea. 
die  had  no  other  refource  than  to  The  events  of  the  war  were,  how- 
lubmit  to  whatever  terms  were  pre-  ever,  fuch,  as  compelled  a  fub- 
feribed.  miffion  to  this  neceffity.  But  when 

Every  perfon  who  has  any  con-  a  full  compliance  with  all  theterm$ 
tera  in*  and  knowledge  of,  our  of  this  condition  came  to  be  de¬ 
manded* 
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inanded,  and  that  Ruffia  probably 
cxpe&ed  and  infilled,  that  they 
fhould  be  understood  in  the  utinoll 
latitude  of  every  fenfe  to  which 
they  could  be  extended  in  her  own 
favour,  all  the  fatal  confequences 
which  mull  inevitably  attend  this 
meafure,  again  appeared  to  the 
Porte  in  their  raoft  dreaded  forms. 
They  faw  that  a  compliance,  in 
the  utmoft  extent,  would  be  at 
once  to  furrender  the  keys  of  the 
Ottoman  empire ;  and,  in  fad,  it 
would  have  been  no  lefs. 

Various  delays  and  difficulties 
we  re  accordingly  thrown  in  the 
way,  and  the  veffels  which  had 
paSTed  from  the  Mediterranean 
through  the  Dardanelles,  were 
Hopped  at  Conftantinople,  and 
have  never  been  permitted  to  pro¬ 
ceed  farther  on  their  voyage.  In 
the  mean  time,  frefh  caufes  of  de¬ 
bate  arofe,  and  new  troubles  fprung 
up  in  the  C  rimea,  which  in  fome 
degree  ferved  to  lelfen  the  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  prefent  bufinefs;  a  cir- 
cumftance  highly  plealing  to  the 
Turks,  who  would  by  no  means 
acknowledge  the  fmalleft  difpofi- 
tion  to  any  violation  of  faith,  or 
breach  of  treaty. 

The  entire  independence  of  the 
Crim  Tartars,  and  particularly 
their  freedom  of  choice  in  the  elec¬ 
tion  of  their  Chans,  had  been  laid 
down  as  principles  not  to  be  de¬ 
parted  from  by  the  late  peace.  As 
in  other  cafes  of  election,  the  great 
neighbours  here  endeavoured  to  in¬ 
fluence  the  ele&ors.  Each  had 
great  influence  as  well  as  power. 

'  The  Ruffians  had  a  ftrong  faftion 
among  the  Tartars,  exclufive  of 
their  troops  ;  an  order  of  men  who 
are  fuppoied  to  have  no  right  to 

meddle  in  ele&ions,  but  who  not- 
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withftanding  frequently  decide 
them.  The  Turks  had  a  ftronger 
faction  than  the  Ruffians,  but  no 
loidiers.  Each  had  his  favourite 
candidate.  A  double  return  of 
coune  enfued,  and  the  names  of 
Dtwie,.  Gueray  and  Sahib  Gueray 
were  echoed  by  their  refpedive 
partizans  from  one  end  to  the 
other  of  the  Crimea. 

Each  iide  now'  infilled  with  equal 
truth,  that  the  Chan  fupported  by 
the  other  had  not  been  *eleded  by 
the  free  voice  of  the  people.  A 
civil  war  neceffarily  enfued.  The 
oppofite  fadion,  by  the  aid  of  the 
Ruffians,  drove  Dewlet  Gueray  out 
of  the  country.  His  party  not- 
withftanding  revived,  with  greater 
ftrength  than  before.  .  Eefldes  the 
affiftance  they  received  from  the 
Porte,  the  Nogais,  Budziack,  and 
other  nations  or  tribes  of  Tartars, 
who  dwell  without  the  peninfula, 
inftead  of  being  influenced  by  the 
Ruffians,  difplayed  their  heredi¬ 
tary  enmity  by  a  violent  oppofi- 
tion  to  their  Chan,  who  they  con- 
lidered  merely  as  their  inftrument 
to  take  a  fall  held  of  the  Crimea. 
A  petty  war  has  accordingly  been 
continued,  of  little  confequence  to 
the  reft  of  mankind,  but  in  which 
the  Ruffians,  as  well  as  their  anta- 
gonifts,  have  at  different  times 
been  roughly  handled. 

It  w'ould  feem  upon  the  whole, 
that  the  two  great  principals  are 
very  unwilling  to  enter  into  a  new 
war.  If  it  had  been  otherwife, 
other  fort  of  hoftilities  than  thofe 
we  have  mentioned,  would  ere  now 
have  taken  place.  It  has  been  re¬ 
ported  and  believed,  that  a  great 
weftern  power,  equally  noted  for 
ambition  and  dexterity  in  in¬ 
trigue,  was  the  real  fomenter  of 

thefe 
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thefe  differences,  in  order  that 
Ruffia  might  be  fo  fully  engaged  at 
home,  as  not  to  have  leifure  to  at¬ 
tend  to,  much  lefs  to  interfere  in, 
the  dangerous  defigns  which  that 
power  was  preparing  to  carry  into 
execution  in  another  quarter  of  the 
world ;  more  elpecially  as  thefe 
xneafures  were  deeply  to  aiteih  a 
ilate,  with  which  the  court  of  Pe- 
terfbarg  is  in  the  clofeft  union  of 
alliance  and  fnendfhip.  Though 
this  report  is  highly  probable,  we 
cann’ot,  however,  from  the  rea- 
fons  which  we  have  already  dated, 
help  believing,  that  the  Porte 
would  have  adted  nearly  tne  lame 
part,  without  any  interference 
whatever. 

The  war  between  Perfia  and  the 
Porte  languiihes  on  both  fides,  al¬ 
though  it  was  declared  with  all  the 
ttfual  folemnities  at  Conftantmo- 
ple.  The  Perfia  ns  have  not  been 
able  to  pufue  their  fuccefs  in  the 
taking  of  Baffora  with  any  effe&. 
Their  ill  government  and  in te (line 
'divifions,  probably  oifable  them 
from  any  vigorous,  or  at  leaft, 
lading  exertion.  They  have  been 
repeatedly  defeated  on  the  fide  of 
Bagdat,  only  by  the  troops  of  that 
government  5  and  in  one  action , 
it  is  faid,  *  that  2000  of  their 
troops  were  driven  into  the  Eu¬ 
phrates.  On  the  other  hand,  it 
is  reported,  (and  we  have  nothing 
but  very  uncertain  reports  from, 
thofe  quarters)  chat  a  ri  urkifh  Ba- 
|ha,  in  the  outfet  of  fome  enter- 
prize  againft  the  Perfians,  having 
entered  Georgia  without  leave,  and 
contrary  to  treaty,  he  was  entirely 
defeated,  and  a  great  part  of  his 
army  cut  to  pieces,  by  Prince  He- 
taclius.  It  feems  as  if  it  were  be¬ 
come  neceffary,  that  fome  great 
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revolution  (hould,  ere  long,  ta 
place  in  Afia.  Nor  does  it  feeia 
very  improbable,  that  one  or  two 
great  and  vigorous  empires  might 
ladder ly  rife  out  of  the  ruins  of 
the  prefent  miferable,  decayed, 
and  rotten  fabricks. 

Ruffia  is  making  a  rapid  pro- 
grefs  to  the  higheft  ftate  of  great- 
nefs.  Her  commerce,  population, 
and  opulence,  are  daily  increafing. 
Her  exports  have  been  nearly  dou¬ 
bled  within  the  laid  twenty  years. 
The  increafe  of  people  in  the  cen¬ 
tral  and  cultivated  provinces,  has 
held  a  reafonable  proportion  to 
that  of  their  commerce  and  wealth. 
Pier  annual  revenue  exceeds  her  an¬ 
nual  expence  by  near  three  mil¬ 
lions  of  roubles,  being  a  balance 
of  about  700.000 1.  a-year  in  her 
favour.  A  continuance  of  fettled 
government,  and  the  bl effing  of  a 
wife  adminiftration,  will  in  a  few 
years  place  her  power  and  great- 
nefs  beyond  all  competition.  The 
unhappy  falling  off  ot  the  Britifti 
colonies,  has  exceedingly  increafed 
the  commerce  of  Ruffia,  as  well  as 
of  the  other  northern  countries. 
Ruffian  Tobacco  has  arifen  within 
twelve  months  to  considerably  more 
than  double  its  ufual  price. 

The  King  of  Sweden  paid  a  vifit 
this  fummer,  in  the  chara&er  of 
Count  of  Gothland,  to  Peterfburg* 
where  he  was  received  with  all  the 
fplendour  and  magnificence  pecu¬ 
liar  to  that  court.  The  prefen  ts 
were  in  the  fame  grand  ilyle  with 
the  entertainment,  and  the  jewels 
of  the  eaftern  world,  loft  no  part 
of  their  luftre  in  the  frozen  regions 
of  the  north. 

The  autumn  was  attended  with 
a  moft  dreadful  calamity  to  the  city 
and  neighbourhood  of  Peterfburg. 

It 
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It  is  a  fault  in  theTituation  of  that 
city,  that  it  is  liable  to  inunda¬ 
tions;  but  that  which  now  hap¬ 
pened  was  by  far  more  extenflve 
and  aeftruftive,  than  any  thing  of 
the  fort  which  had  ever  been 
t  known  before.  A  vio¬ 
lent  hurricane  at  the 
fouth-weft,  which  began  at  two 
o’clock  in  the  morning,  railed  the 
waters,  in  the  fhort  time  of  four 
hours,  to  the  height  of  fourteen 
feet  above  the  ordinary  level  of 
the  river  Neva,  The  city,  and 
the  adjoining  flat  country,  were  of 
courfe  rapidly  overflown,  and  the 
water  continued  at  its  extreme 
height  for  about  half  an  hour. 

The  diftrefs,  terror,  and  cala¬ 
mity  of  the  inhabitants,  may  be 
eafily  fuppofed  to  exceed  all  de- 
fcription.  Many  hundreds  were 
drowned;  thoufands  were  ruined. 
The  lofs  to  the  date,  and  to  indi¬ 
viduals,  wasimmenfe.  Thehoufes 
in  the  lower  parts  of  the  town  were 
entirely  covered  ;  and  many  houfes 
were  unroofed  in  the  bell;  parts. 
The  quantities  of  goods  and  com¬ 
modities  of  all  forts  that  were  de- 
ltroyed  or  carried  away,  in  cellars, 
warehou fes,  or  from  the  keys,  were 
beyond  all  eftimation.  The  fined 
trees  in  the  palace  gardens  were 
broken  or  torn  up  by  the  roots. 
The  great  bridge  of  boats  over  the 
Neva  was  carried  away,  and  the 
greater  part  of  the  numerous  lefler 
bridges  dedroyed.  Ships  were 
thrown  into  gardens,  fields,  and 
woods.  Country  houfes  and  vil¬ 
lages  were  fwept  away  or  de¬ 
droyed.  In  a  word,  the  morning 
presented  the  mod  dreary  and  la¬ 
mentable  icene,  that  any  concep¬ 
tion  can  be  formed  of.  A  happy 
change  cf  the  wind  between  fix 
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snd  feven  o’clock,  releafed  the 
people  from  their  terror  on  account 
of  their  lives,  and  left  them  time 
to  contemplate  on  calamities, which 
had  till  then  been  partly  covered 
by  their  danger. 

It  is  chara&eridic  of  the  prefent 
time,  for  fovereigns,  not  only  to 
pay  mutual  vidts,  but  laying  by 
their  date,  to  take  journjes  into 
other  countries,  under  the  fame 
curiodty  and  defire  of  information, 
which  impel  private  travellers  to 
a  like  purluit.  1  he  vidts  and  tra¬ 
vels  of  great  monarchs  are,  how¬ 
ever,  fuppofed  to  be  generally- 
tinged  a  little  with  policy  and 
matters  of  date.  It  feems  as  if 
their  frequency  might  in  time  wear 
away  all  jealoufy  upon  thefe  ac¬ 
counts. 

The  adlive  fpirit,  and  flrong 
difpodtion  to  judicious  enquiry,- 
with  an  eager  dedre  of  obtaining 
every  fpecies  of  ufefui  information, 
which  fo  much  mark  the  prefent 
Emperor  of  Germany’s  charadler*- 
would  have  probably  led  him  in  a 
feafon  of  tranquillity  to  fee  the 
kingdom  of  France,  independent 
of  political  motives,  and  of  the 
dedre  of  vidting  his  royal  filler.- 
He  accordingly  paid  a  vide  to  that 
country,  and  arrived  at  Paris  a  lit¬ 
tle  after  the  middle  of  April,  He 
lived  and  travelled,  (under  the  ap¬ 
pellation  of  Count  Falkendein) 
like  a  very  private  gentleman,  who 
was  led  more  to  travel  by  bufinefs 
than  amufement.  His  affability, 
or  rather  a  noble  opennefs  and  free¬ 
dom  of  manners,  caught  the  hearts 
of  all  orders  of  mankind  where- 
ever  he  paired.  His  manner  of 
life  in  Paris,  refembled  nothing 
lefs  than  that  of  a  monarch.  Pie 
lived  but  little  at  court,  and  fpenz 
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no  time  in  forms ;  it  was  laid  out, 
with  the  attention  of  a  philofo- 
pher,  and  the  inquifitivenefs  of  a 
fiatefman,  in  examining  the  dif¬ 
ferent  eftablifhments  of  that  coun¬ 
try,  whether  civil,  military,  mer¬ 
cantile,  or  appertaining  to  any 
great  order  of  manufacture.  After 
fix  weeks  fpent  in  this  manner  in 
the  capital,  he  made  the  tour  of 
the  kingdom,  to  the  Pyrenees,  in 
the  fame  fpirit. 

Europe  has  prefented  little  in- 
terefting  matter  this  year,  befides 
what  we  have  taken  notice  of.  A 
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new  treaty  of  alliance  which  haa 
taken  place  between  France  and 
Switzerland,  would  ,  have  been 
once  a  matter  of  confideration  ; 
but  in  the  late  very  extraordinary 
change  which  the  general  fyftem 
of  policy  in  Europe  has  undergone, 
is  not  of  weight  enough  to  deferve 
much  reflection.  The  death  of  the 
Ele&or  of  Bavaria,  which  happen¬ 
ed  on  the  latl  day  but  one  of  the 
year,  will  unhappily  render  Ger¬ 
many  again  the  theatre  of  war, 
and  afford  too  much  fubjeCl  for  fu¬ 
ture  hiflory. 
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“''HE  re&or  and  church- 
wardens  of  two  adjoin- 


3d- 


ing.  parifhes  near  Portfdown-Hill, 
Hants,  were  cited  before  the  bifhop, 
to  fhew  caufe  why  they  did  not 
attend  their  duty  on  the  general 
fail- da  v. 

The  half-  yearly  dividend  of 
the  Ead-India  company  was 
this  day  declared  to  be  three  and 
a  half  per  cent. 

,  Some  villains  broke  into 
4  '  the  houfe  of  Mr.  Beale,  of 

Marlborough,  deward  to  Lord 
Bruce,  and  Hole  an  iron  cheli,  con¬ 
taining  feven  hundred  guineas, 
and  Bank  notes  to  the  value  of 
fix  hundred  pounds.  This  rob¬ 
bery  alarmed  the  whole  country, 
and  was  evidently  perpetrated  by 
fome  perfons  who  knew  that  the 
money  received  at  the  late  audits 
of  Lord  Bruce’s  tenants,  was  depo- 
fited  at  Mr.  Beale’s, 
g  ^  The  River  Thames  was 

frozen  over  at  Kingdon,  and 
many  perfons  eroded  over  on  the 
ice.  The  froll,  however,  has  not 
this  year  been  very  intenfe* 

,  An  allegation,  pleaded  by 

^  ’  Mifs  B u tte? field ,  againft  the 

validity  of  the  will  of  the  late  Mr. 
Scawen,  was  debated  before  Sir 
George  Hay,  in  Do6lors- Com¬ 
mons.  After  a  variety  of  argu- 
Vol.  XX. 


Rients,  the  doClor  allowed  the  plea  ; 
the  lady,  therefore,  will  be  ad¬ 
mitted  to  prove  the  truth  of  it  in  a 
future  proceeding.  The  plea  urg¬ 
ed  on  the  part  of  Mifs  Butterfield 
is,  that  “  the  lad  will  was  found¬ 
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ed  in 

A  rencounter  happened  , 
at  the  Adelphi  tavern  in  the 
Strand,  between  Capt.  Stony,  and 
Mr.  Bates,  editor  of  the  Morning 
Pod.  The  caufe  of  quarrel  arofe 
from  fome  offendve  paragraphs  that 
had  appeared  in  the  Morning  Pod, 
highly  reflecting  on  the  character 
of  a  lady  of  rank.  After  having 
difcharged  their  pi  Pols  at  each, 
other  without  effeCt,  they  drew 
fwords,  and  Mr.  Stony  received  a 
wound  in  the  bread  and  arm,  and 
Mr.  Bates  one  in  the  thigh.  Mr. 
Bates’s  fvvord  bent,  and  flanted 
againd  the  Captain’s  bread-bone, 
which  Mr.  Bates  apprizing  him  of, 
Capt.  Stony  called  to  h’m  to 
dreighten  it,  and  in  the  interim, 
while  the  fvvord  was  under  his  foot 
for  that  purpofe,  the  door  was 
broken  open,  or  the  death  of  one 
of  the  parties  would  mod  certain¬ 
ly  have  been  the  id’ue.  —  On  the 
Saturday  following  Capt.  Stony 
was  married  to  the  lady  in  whofe 
behalf  he  had  thus  hazarded  his 
life. 

This  day  came  on  the  , 
trial  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Storer,  ^ 
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for  {hooting  Capt.  Keith.  By 
the  evidence  it  appeared,  that  on 
the  28th  of  December,  between 
twelve  and  one  in  the  night,  the 
deceafed  forced  him  lei  f  into  the 
houfc  of  Mr.  White,  rr. after  of  the 
Swan  tavern,  near  Weftminfter 
bridge;  that  as  foon  as  he  found 
entrance,  he  made  a  lounge  at  Mr. 
White,  which  Mr.  White  parried 
with  an  oaken  flick ;  that  the  noife 
waked  Dr.  Storer,  who  lay  in  the 
lioufe,  and  he,  imagining  that  fome 
robbers  had  broke  in,  armed  hiori- 
felf  with  a  piflol,  and  came  down 
flairs;  that  on  his  demanding  of 
the  deceafed,  who  he  was,  and 
what  he  wanted,  he  made  a 
lounge  at  the  do&or,  which  the 
doCtor  avoided  by  retreating  back; 
that  the  deceafed  kept  advancing 
on  him  as  he  retreated,  and  that 
when  Dr.  Storer  could  retreat  no 
farther,  after  bidding  the  deceafed 
defift,  and  the  fword  being  clofe 
to  his  breaft,  the  doctor  fired,  and 
fliot  the  Captain  in  the  belly,  who 
*  inftantly  dropt  the  fword,  and  foon 
after  died.  The  judge,  after  fum- 
ming  up  the  evidence,  acquainted 
the  jury,  that  the  prifoner  was 
guilty  of  j uft iji able  homicide  only, 
and  that  they  muft  acquit  him, 
which  they  inftantly  did. 

Franckfbrt,  Dec.  14.  Our  letters 
from  Italy  mention,  that  the  com- 
miff-dries  appointed  by  the  court 
of  Vienna,  and  the  republic  of 
Venice,  to  terminate  the  differ¬ 
ences  which  fubfifted  about  the  li¬ 
mits  of  Morlachia,  have  concluded 
a  convention,  of  which  the  follow¬ 
ing  are  the  heads  : 

"Firft,  That  this  agreement  fhall 
not  be  called  a  treaty,  but  a  con¬ 
vention :  fecondlv,  that  the  cul¬ 
tivated  land,  of,  which  the  Vene¬ 
tians  are  in  pcfMon,  {shall  be  de¬ 


clared  the  lawful  property  of  the 
republic  :  thirdly,  that  the  land 
between  Mount  Stolla,  and  Mount 
Pollock,  fhall  be  divided  into  two 
equal  portions,  and  a  line  drawn 
between  them  to  Mount  Bilibich, 
which  line  fhall  be  the  frontiers 
between  the  Venetian  ftates,  and 
the  territories  of  the  court  of  Vien¬ 
na.  Fourthly,  that  pillars  fhall  be 
ere&ed  along  the  laid  line  to  mark 
the  coniines,  which  are  mutually 
agreed  upon.  Fifthly,  that  m'ea- 
fures  fhall  be  taken  amicably  to 
determine  all  contefts  and  diiputes 
which  may  arife  between  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  countries,  with  regard  to 
the  jurifdi&ion  of  the  confines, 
without  their  being  obliged  to  have 
recourfe  to  the  refpe&ive  fove- 
reigns. 

Cherbourg,  Dec.  19.  Tne  bafon 
of  our  port,  which  we  have  been 
many  years  clean fing,  is  at  la, ft  ef¬ 
fected,  and  on  Dec.  14,  the  firft 
fhip  entered  it,  amidft  the"  accla¬ 
mations  of  the  inhabitants. 

Mr.  Foote  and  Mr.  Col-  ^ 
man  met,  agreeable  to  their  ° 
appointment,  and  executed  the  ar¬ 
ticles  which  confirm  the  latter’s 
purchafe  of  the  former’s  patent, 
together  with  all  his  property  in 
the  Hay-market  theatre.  By  the 
terms  of  the  demife,  Mr.  Colman 
obliges  himfelf  to  pay  Mr.  Foote 
a  clear  annuity  of  i6:ol.  perann. 
by  four  quarterly  payments;  he 
ilfo  ftipulates  to  pay  Mr.  Foote  a 
handfome  fum  for  the  right  of  act¬ 
ing  all  his  unpublifh'ed  pieces.  Mr. 
Foote,  on  the  other  hand,  agrees 
to  put  Mr.  Colman  in  immediate 
poffeflion  of  the  premifes,  and  en¬ 
gages  not  only  to  give  him  the  re- 
fufal  of  all  fuch  dramatic  writings 
as  he  may  hereafter  produce,  but 
alfo  to  perform  on  no  other  ftage  in 
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London  than  that  of  the  Hay-mar¬ 
ket  theatre. 

ExtraSl  of  a  Letter  from  P  ortfnonth  t 
fan.  1 6. 

“  Th's  morning,  as  the  workmen 
were  removing  a  quantity  of  hemp 
Out  of  Iris  majeiiy’s  warehoufe  in 
the  dock-yard,  they  found  a  ma¬ 
chine  amongft  the  hem  p,  confining 
of  a  large  piece  of  woo  1,  hollowed 
out  and  filled  with  combuftibles ; 
it  was  covered  over  with  tin,  full 
of  holes  to  admit  the  air,  and  a 
-tube  and  match  at  each  end,  which 
appeared  to  have  been  fet  on  fire  ; 
but  providentially  went  out  of  it- 
felf  before  it  had  done  any  other 
damacre.” 

.  The  report  was  made  to' 
7  *  his  majefty  in  council  of  the 

convidls  under  fentence  of  death  in 
Newgate,  when  the  following  were 
ordered  for  execution  on  Wednelday 
the  29th  in  ft.  viz.  Richard  Wright, 
alias  Brent,  and  Benjamin  Eyres, 
for  breaking  into  the  houfe  of 
Frederick  Commerell,  Efiq;  at 
Hem  well,  and  ftealing  feveral  fil- 
ver  fpoons,  and  other  things ;  John 
Kelly  and  Thomas  Latham,  for 
ftealing  goods  to  a  confiderable 
amount,  the  property  of  Thomas 
Colcomb,  in  his  houfe  in  Cecil- 
court :  Thomas  Burrows,  for  com¬ 
mitting  an  unnatural  crime  at 
a  houfe  in  a  court  in  Drury- 
lane,  on  a  perfon  who,  with  about 
14.  others,  had  affembled  for  the 
like  abominable  purpofes;  and 
Thomas  Moreton,  for  robbing  Ben¬ 
jamin  Goode,  in  the  Willow-walk, 
Shoreditch. 

The  following  were refpited  dur¬ 
ing  his  rirajefty’s  pleafure  ;  Wil¬ 
liam  Catherall,  for  robbing  Tho¬ 
mas  Hammond  in  Raneiagh  Waik, 
Chelfea,  of  a  metal  watch  ;  John 
Calcotr,  alias  Cocket,  and  Tho- 
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mas  Hughes,  for  robbing  Sarah 

Jennings  in  a  field  at  Iflington  of 
a  cloak  and  hat ;  W.  Davis,  for 
robbing  James  Gray,  a  fervant  of 
John  Sawbridge,  Efq;  at  Turnham- 
gfeen,  of  two  guineas  and  a  half  \ 
he  was  alfo  convidled  on  another 
indi&ment,  of  robbing  John  Saw- 
bridge  at  the  above  place  of  a  gold 
watch  and  fome  money. 

On  Saturday,  durinp  the  .  , 

1  •  7  <?•  1  5  ,  20th. 

drawing-roomatSt. James  s, 
a  (harper  found  means  to  Cut  off from 
Sir  George  Warren’s  ribbon  the 
enfigns  of  the  order  of  the  Bath, 
ornamented  with  diamonds. 

This  day  Lord  North  prefented 
to  the  Houfe  of  Commons  a  bill  to 
enable  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty 
to  grant  letters  of  marque  to  private 
(hips  of  war  to  cruize  again!!  the 
Americans.  < 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Prlflol, 
fan.  22. 

<c  Thurfday  morning  laft,  a  pro¬ 
vidential  difcovery  was  made  of  a 
raoft  diabolical  plot,  which  might 
have  terminated  in  the  genera] 
conflagration  of  this  city.  Early 
that  morning  a  fire  was  perceived 
on  the  deck  of  the  Savannah  la 
Mar,  a  veflel  belonging  to  Med. 
Meyler  and  Maxfe,  lying  at  the 
quay,  and  bound  for  Jaimaicay 
which,  before  it  cou%d  be  extin- 
guifhed,  communicatee  itfelf  to  th® 
mizen-maft,  and  did  other  damage. 

It  evidently  appeared  to  have  been 
defi’gnedly  done.  This  opinion 
was  foon  after  confirmed  by  the 
difcovery  of  fome  combuftibie  ma¬ 
terials  placed  on  board  the  Fame, 
lying  at  a  diftance  from  the  Savan¬ 
nah  la  Mar,  and  deftin.ed  for  the 
fame  voyage,  which  fortunately 
did  not  take  the  like  dfedt.  A 
third  attempt  was  made  on  the 
Hibernia,  Capt.  KnethelJ,  a  Corke 
[L]  t  rr Meiy 
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trader,  lituated  at  another  part  of 
the  quay  ;  on  board  this  veffel  was 
found  a  bottle  of  turpentine,  be- 
hdes  other  inflammable  matters. 
The  intended  wickednefs  of  thofe 
villains  did  not  flop  here,  for  they 
broke  open  a  warehoufe  of  MefT. 
Morgan  and  Tons,  druggifts,  in  Cy¬ 
pher  lane,  Corn-ffreet,  and  there¬ 
in  fet  fire  to  a  box,  in  which  they 
had  alfo  put  fome  combuilibies, 
which  happily  went  out.  Several 
pieces  of  touch-paper  were  found 
juft  by  it. 

“  On  the  19th  we  were  again 
alarmed  by  a  fire  in  Key  lane, 
which  was  all  in  a  blaze,  bu-  hap¬ 
pily  it  did  not  burn  above  fix  ware¬ 
houses ;  and  the  Be!!  in  Broad- 
ftrcet,  where  Mr.  Fergufon  ufed  to 
read  his  led! u res,  was  five  times  on 
fire,  but  did  little  damage.  As 
the  people  were  ,  about  the  fire, 
they  found  fome  of  the  combufti- 
bles,  which  I  law ;  they  feemed 
to  be  a  compound  of  roftn,  pitch, 
gunpowder,  oil,  and  other  inflam¬ 
mable  matter.  Several  people  are 
taken  up  on  fufpicion. 

ft  On  Monday  night  the  city 
was  again  thrown  into  the  utmofl 
confufion,  by  a  fire  breaking  out 
at  three  different  places  at  the 
fame  time  ;  happily  it  was  dif- 
covered  bt^  e  it  got  to  head; 
we  found  a  train  of  combufti- 
ble  matter  laid  in  fuch  a  man¬ 
ner,  that  if  it  had  catched  f re, 
the  flames  mu  ft  have  fpread  over 
great  part  of  the  city.” 

His  majefty’s  pardon,  and  a  re¬ 
ward  of  one  thousand  pounds  were 
offered  by  government  for  the  dif- 
Covery  of  the  perfons  concerned  in 
the  faid  fire,  and  alfo  an  additional 
reward  of  five  hundred  pounds  by 
the  city  of  Briftol. 

■  % 


24th. 


This  morning,  at  half 
paft  nine,  came  on,  in  the 
confrftory  court  of  the  diocefe  of 
London,  before  Dr.  Bettefworth, 
the  very  interefting  caufe  depend¬ 
ing  between  Elizabeth  late  Duchefs 
of  Kingfton,  and  the  Right  Hon. 
Augpftus  John  Earl  of  Briftol,  re- 
fpediing  a  fentence  of  the  faid 
court,  pronounced  in  the  year  1768, 
in  a  fuit  of  jaditation. 

Thecounfel  for  theduchefs,  were 
Dr.  Calvert  and  Dr.  Wy  nne  ;  and 
for  the  Earl  of  Briftol,  Dr.  Mar- 
riot  and  Dr.  Harris.  The  plead¬ 
ings  ended  at  half  paft  one,  when 
Dr.  Bettefworth,  in  a  clear  candid 
manner,  took  a  review  of  the  ar¬ 
guments  on  both  fides— — — He  ob- 
ferved  in  the  fbft  place,  that  he 
looked  upon  the  fuit  of  jactitation 
to  be  flill  fubftantially  before  the 
court.  The  caufe'  he  faid  was  fhort- 
ly  this  ;  Mr.  Hervey,  in  the  year 
3768,  was  fuppofed  to  brag  or  de¬ 
clare,  that  Elizabeth  Chudleigh 
was  his  wife.  This  offended  the 
lady  :  fne  brought  hint  to  the 
proof.  He  would  not,  nor  could 
not  prove  it.  The  court  declared, 
as  far  as  appeared  to  them,  the  al¬ 
legation  to  befalfe  ;  on  which  Mr. 
Hervey,  one  of  the  prefent  parties, 
was  enjoined  thence,  and  there  the 
matter  relied.  Since  then,  the 
fir  ft  judicature  in  the  kingdom  had 
decided  that  the  marriage  was  le¬ 
gal.  In  confequence  of  that  de« 
cTion,  Lord  Briftol  was  bound  in 
feveral  refpeds.  It  did  not  appear 
whether  it  was  in  his  lordfhipT 
power  to  give  the  information  at 
the  time  of  the  palling  of  the  len- 
tence,  that  has  fince  come  out; 
whether  or  no  in  his  opinion  it  was 
proper  that  the  whole  proceedings 
fhould  be  enquired  into,  and  the 

matter 
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matter  fully  received.  And  on 
the  whole  he  took  it  to  he  a  clear 
incontrovertible  principle  in  the 
canon  law,  that  marriages,  however 
decided,  are  always  open  to  re¬ 
version  and  future  enquiry.  To 
Strengthen  what  he  offered  on  this 
point,  he  alluded  to  a  paffage  in 
Burnet's  niftory  of  the  reformation, 
where  the  Pope,  after  declaring 
the  marriage  of  Henry  VIII,  with 
the  Queen  Catherine  of  Arra- 
gon,  to  be  valid,  adds,  as  a  ge¬ 
nera!  pro$>ofition,  that  macters  of 
that  kind  are  always  open  to  fu¬ 
ture  examination  and  enquiry,  and 
accordingly  difcharged  the  rule; 
by  which  decifion  the  lady  will  be 
obliged  to  fhew  caufe  why  the 
fentence  Should  not  be  revoked,  and 
Lord  Briftol  let  in  to  prove  the 
marriage. 

Benjamin  Bates,  John 
Green,  and  James  Grant, 
convi&s  under  fentence  of  death  in 
Newgate,  for  a  burglary  in  the 
houfe  of  Mrj  Penieaze,  were  on 
Saturday  discharged,  his  majefty 
having  been  pleafed  to  grant  them 
his  free  pardon. 

Th  is  morning  at  half  pail 
eight  o’clock,  the'following 
convidls  were  executed  at  Tyburn, 
viz.  Thomas  Burro^vs,  Benjamin 
Eyres,  and  Richard  Wright,  alias 
Brent,  John  Kelly,  Thomas  La¬ 
tham,  and  Thomas  Moreton.  — • 
Juft  before  they  were  turned  off. 
Burrows  threw  a  paper  among  the 
crcucj,  to  the  fame  purport  with 
the  following  words,  which  he 
fpoke  with  an  audible  voice:  “  I 
am  as  innocent  as  the  child  unborn 
of  the  crime  which  I  am  about  to 
fuffer  for  :  however,  I  hope  to  re¬ 
ceive  mercy  from  my  gracious 
God.  1  forgive  my  profecutors, 
and  pray  God  to  do  the  fame.” 
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C  L  E. 

Extrafl  of  a  Letter  from  Dubliny 
Jan.  25.  * 

<r  The  Earl  of  Buckingh  am,  who 
embarked  at  Holyhead  Jaft  night, 
anived  fafe  in  this  port  this  morn¬ 
ing.  His  lordfhip  was  received  at 
landing  by  the  lord  mayor,  alder¬ 
men,  iheriffs  and  commons  of  the 
city  of  Dublin.  The  foot  forces 
in  garrifon  lined  the  ftreet,  through 
which  his  lordthip,  attended  by  a 
iquadron  or  dragoons,  proceeded 
to  the  caftle  ;  and  the  council  hav¬ 
ing  been  fummoned  to  meet  at 
three  o’clock,  his  lordfhip  was  in¬ 
troduced  in  form  to  Lord  Har- 
ccurt,  who  received  him,  fitting, 
under  the  canopy  of  ltate,  in  the 
prefence  chamber;  from  whence 
a  proceftion  was  made  to  the  coun¬ 
cil  chamber,  where  his  lordlhip’s 
com  million  was  read,  and  the 
oaths  adminiftered  to  him  ;  after 
which,  his  lordfhip  having  receiv¬ 
ed  the  Lvord  from  Lord  Hareourt, 
the  great  guns  in  his  majefty’s 
park  the  Phoenix  were  fired,  and 
anfwered  bv  the  regiments  on  duty, 
which  were  drawn  up  in  Cojiege 
Green.  His  excellency  then  re¬ 
ceived  the  compliments  of  the  no¬ 
bility,  and  other  perfons  of  distinc¬ 
tion .” 

Leeds ,  Jan.  28.  The  following 
affair  happened  on  Monday  the 
13th  in  ft,  at  Lincoln;  a  match 
having  been  made  to  fight  for 
five  guineas  a  fide  between 
James  Cheaven,  the  noted  bruiffr 
of  Lincoln,  and  Benjamin  Wike, 
of  BarnSley,  in  Yorkshire;  in  the 
firft  engagement  Wrke  had  the 
misfortune  to  break  his  arm  ;  af¬ 
ter  which  they  fought  for  upwards 
of  forty  minutes,  with  various  fuc- 
cefs,  the  odds  being  fometimes  on 
the  one  fide  and  fometimes  on  the 
other ;  at  laft  victory  decided  in 
[Z,]  3  .favour 
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favour  of  the  Yorkfhire  man:  his 


fecond  afking  him  why  he  did  not 
nfe  his  other  arm,  he  immediately 
Hie  wed  it  to  the  company.  The 
gentlemen  of  Lincoln  were  fo 
jpleafed  with  this  man’s  courage, 
that  they  made  him  a  very  '‘'aud¬ 
io  me  fubfcription,  and  got  him  a 
fkilful  furgeon  to  fet  his  arm,  and 
yve  hear  he  is  likely  to,do  well. 

Died  the  10th  inltant,  Spranger 
Barry,  Efq;  of  Covent  -  garden 
theatre.  He  was  born  in  St.  War- 
burgh’s  parifh,  publin,  Nov.  20, 
1719.  He  made  his  fir  If  appear¬ 
ance  on  the  ftage  in  1 744,  in  the 
character  of  Othello,  and  was  re¬ 
ceived  with  aftonifhing  applaufe. 
I11  1746,  he  came  over  to  England, 
and  was  at  firft  engaged  at  Drury- 
lane,  which  he  afterwards  quitted 
for  Covent-garden.  Jn  his  perfon 
he  was  by  much  the  fined  figure, 
in  our  time  at  lead,  upon  the  Bn* 
ti’fh  dage  ;  to  this,  he  pcfieiied  a 
iuperiofity  of  vpice,  an  engaging 
manly  add  refs,  with  powerful  and 
communicating  feelings.  Thus 
eminently  gifted  by  nature,  he 
turned  his  attention  very  properly 
to  the  pathetic  character  of  tragedy, 
and  the  fine  gentleman  of  comedy  ; 
in  both  of  which  lines  we  will  ven¬ 
ture  to  fay  he  had  not  his  equal, 
if  we  except  Mr.  Garrick,  with 
whom,  during  a  long  content,  he 
in  a  gre^t  meafure  divided  the  ap- 
piauie  of  the  town. 

•  Capt.  Symons,  of  Stepney,  who, 
having  no  relations,  left  5000  1. 
for  the  benefit  of  feamen  in  the 
merchants  fervice, 

*D'r.  Robert  Browm,  atUtretcht, 
agent  from  the  King  of  Great- 
Britain,  and  pa  dor  of  the  Englifh 
church  in  that  city. 

Mr.  Oliver  Cromwell,  aged  92, 
pf  Hampton  Court  Park,  thought 


to  be  the  only  deficendant  left  of 
the  Protestor  Cromwell. 

John  Rofe,  L.  L.  D.  ProfefTbr 
of  languages  in  the  King’s  univsr- 
fity  of  Aberdeen.  His  death  was 
occasioned  by  {wallowing  a  fpider, 
in  a  glafs  of  claret.  Upon  difiec- 
ting,"  his  ftomach  was  found  to  be 
ulcerated,  and  -extended  beyond 
the  ordinary  fize. 

Rev.  Mr,  Metcalf,  aged  near 
100,  Reciter  of  Phofc,  and  Hard- 
wicke,  both  in  Cambridgelhire. 


FEBRUARY. 

A  man  who  calls  him  felt  ^ 
James  Hill,  otherwife  John 
the  Painter,  was  brought  to  the 
Public  Office  in  Bow-fjreet*  from 
Odiam  goal,  in  Ilampfhi  e,  by 
two  of  the  King’s  iiieiTengers,  be¬ 
ing  fufpe&ed  of  f  tf  g  fire  to  the 
cl o c k-yard  at  Pc; : f m < 3 v  .0 .'  U  ■  vv a s 
examined  before  .Sn  John  Fielding 
and  feveral  or  the  L  ords  of  tne  Ad¬ 
miralty,  who  d-.-  r  :•  co  him  to  dif- 
clofe  ail  he  knew  of  the  affair,  and 
di Rover  his  accomplices,  io  as  they 
might  be  brought’  to  juflice,  and 
feveral  queftions  were  a  feed  him, 
but  he  refufed  to  give  any  an- 
Aver.  He  was  apprehended  at 
Hook,  in  Hampfnire,  and  com¬ 
mitted  to  Odiam  goal,  on  Sunday 
fe’nnight,  for  breaking  into  a  linen- 
draper’s  Ihop,  at  Caine,  in  Wilt- 
fhire,  and  dealing  feveral  things 
of  value.*— A  veil'd,  containing 
fome  fpirits  of  turpentine,  a  paper 
■with  gunpowder,  a  tinder-box, 
matches,  &c.  were  found  on  him 
when  taken,  which  were  produced, 
as  were  feveral  pamphlets  written 
by  two  gentlemen,  which  he  fa  id 
he  fhoald  abide  by. 

8th.  This 
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,  This  evening’s  Gazette 
’  contains  an  addrefs  of  congra¬ 
tulation  to  his  majeftv,  from  the 
mayor,  aldermen,  burgefles,  and 
principal  inhabitants  of  the  town 
of  Stockton  upon  Tees,  in  the 
county  of  Durham,  upon  the  ra¬ 
pid  prog  re  Is  of  his  Majefty’s  arms 
in  America. 

A  few  days  ago,  fome  navy 
lieutenants  were  again  under  the 
cuftody  of  a  peace  officer  for  al- 
faulting  Stephen  Richardfon,  in 

Leadenhali-ilreet. - Mr.  Gates, 

the  city  Marffial,  being  present, 
executed  his  orders,  and  brought 
them  before  the  lord-mayor,  when 
Captain  Kirke,  the  regulating  offi¬ 
cer,  attended.  After  Richardfon 
had  made  his  compiarnt,  the  de¬ 
fendants  produced  a  warrant  from 
the  admiralty,  backed  by  Mr. 
Alderman  Harley,  by  way  of  jolli¬ 
fication.  The  lord- mayor,  how¬ 
ever,  would  not  receive  it  as  a  fuffi- 
cient  anfwer  to  the  charge  ;  he 
Did,  that  in  the  opinion  of  the 
court  of  aldermen,  that  was  no  au¬ 
thority  to  commit,  within  the  ju- 
rifdidlion  of  the  city,  any  violence 
upon  the  perfon  of  a  Britiffi  iub- 
jedt ;  that  he  conlidered  the  lieu¬ 
tenants  to  have  ailed,  as  though 
they  had  never  been  in  poffeilion 
of  fuch  a  warrant ;  and  therefore, 
if  Richardfon  fhould  infill  upon  a 
profecution,  he  would  call  upon 
the  defendants  for  bail.  Richard¬ 
fon  declined  any  further  proceed¬ 
ings,  fo  the  matter^  of  courfe,  fell 
to  the  ground. 

Richardion  was  going  out  of  the 
room,,  when  Lieutenant  Hills  ex- 
prefTed  his  determination  to  take 
him  on  board  the  tender,  infilling 
that  he  was  imprelTed  under  a  law¬ 
ful  authority:  this  revived  thecon- 
fufiou  afrefh,  r-  he  lord- mayor 


declared  his  refolution  to  keep 
the  man  out  of  their  hands, 
and,  to  efFdct  it,  directed  him  to 
flay  in  the  room.  Capt.  K  rke 
begged  for  a  copy  of  the  refolu¬ 
tion  of  the  court  of  aldermen  :  this 
the  lord  mayor  objected  to,  till  he 
had  advifed  with  the  recorder;  his 
lord  fly.  p  offered  to  have  it  read 
from  the  journals  ;  but  this  the 
captain  thought  would  be  giving 
unneceffary  trouble,  as  his  memory 
would  hardly  be  able  to  retain  the 
precife  words.  Thus  the  matter 
ended. 

His  m  aiefty  has  been  , 

.  J  J  A  j  10th. 

pieafea  to  grant  to  Andrew 

Robin fon  Stonev,  Efq;  and  Mary 

Eleanor  Bowes,  Countefs  of  Strath¬ 
more,  his  royal  licence  to  ufe  the 
La  id  firnarne  of  Bowes,  purfuant  to 
the  will  of  the  countefs’s  father. 

The  barons  of  the  exche-  .  , 

*  lii.il* 

quer  gave  their  opinion  on 
a  motion  made  1  aft  term,  for  a  new 
trial  in  the  p-reat  caufe  between  Sir 

o 

James  Lowther,  Bart,  and  his  grace 
the  Duke  of  Portland.  That  long 
con  red  was  then  finally  determined, 
in  favour  of  the  Duke  of  Port¬ 
land. 

This  being  the  laft  day 
of  Hilary  term,  the  three 
pub!) fliers  were  brought  from  the 
Kpng’s-Bencb  prifon  to  the  court 
of  King’s- Bench,  Weltminfter,  to 
receive  judgment  for  printing  the 
advertisement  of  the  cohfiitunonal 
focietv,  when  they  were  fined 
1 00  1.  each,  and  ordered  to  bedif- 
charged. 

Bank  of  England,  Feb.  j8. 

Hyman  ifaacs,  otherw.fe  Hyam 
Baron,  fome  time  fince  apprehend¬ 
ed  at  Calcar,  in  his  Prufiian  Ma- 
jelty’s  dominions,  was  executed  at 
Oiiend  for  uttering  notes  forged  in 
imitation  of  the  iJOtes  of  the  go- 

[{]  ^  V^rn0r* 
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vernqr  and  company  of  the  bank 
of  England.  Every  court  in  Eu¬ 
rope  ffiewed  their  zeal  for  bring 
ing  this  villain  to  condign  punilh- 
ment. 

Mr.  Ebenezer  Platt,  who  was 
committed  to  Newgate,  onThurf- 
day  lad,  by  Juftice  Addington,  for 
high-treafon,  was  formerly  a  plant¬ 
er  in  the  province  of  Georgia  in 
America.  He  is  the  fir  ft  American 
that  government  has  meddled  with. 

i/ith  a  cornraon  council 

held  at  Guild-hall,  a  mo¬ 
tion  was  made  to  petition  the 
Houle  of  Commons  againft  a  bill 
depending  in  the  Houle,  intituled, 
a  bill  to  empower  his  majefly  to 
fecure  perfons  charged  with,  or 
fufpeCted  of,  the  crime  of  high 
treafon,  &c.  which  motion  was 
unanimoufly  refolved  in  the  affirma¬ 
tive. 

22cj  Saturday  morning  Dr. 

Dodd  was  brought  to  the 
bar  at  the  Old- Bailey,  to  be  tried 
for  forging  a  bond  for  4200  1.  in 
the  name  of  the  Earl  of  Chefter- 
field ;  when  the  arguments  of  the 
counfel  commenced  on  the  proprie¬ 
ty  of  admitting  Mr.  Robinfon,  the 
broker,  an  evidence,  which  at  laft 
was  agreed  to,  and  the  trial  of  the 
doCtor  went  on,  and  lafted  about 
feven  hours,  when  the  jury  brought 
in  their  verdid  guilty,  death. 

?Ath  Was  executed  at  Tyburn 
■  *  Peter  Tolofa,  a  Spaniard, 

for  the  wilful  murder  of  Mary  Ca¬ 
therine  Sophia  Duarzey,  a  young 
Fr"".th  w  ifflan,  with  whom  he  had 
lived  fome  time ;  and  on  fome  dif¬ 
ference  had  accufed  her  before  a 
ynagiftrate  o I  taking  his  money  ; 
and  on  her  way  to  prifon  he  fol 
lowed,  and  dabbed  her  with  a  long 
bladed  knife  a  little  above  the  col¬ 
lar  bone,  of  which  wound  fhe  in- 
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ftantly  died.  He  was  attended  to 
the  place  of  execution  by  the  un¬ 
der  fheriffi.  About  twelve  o’clock 
his  body  was  brought  back  to  Sur- 
geons-hall  for  diffie&ion, 

The  feffion  ended  at  the  r  , 
Old-Bailey,  when  the  fol-  2(Dl  ' 
lowing  convicts  received  fentence 
of  death,  viz.  William  Lavy,  fen. 
and  Sarah  Parker,  who  were  con¬ 
victed  in  OCtober  feffion s,  for  coun¬ 
terfeiting  the  diver  coin  ;  Lavy  is 
to  be  hanged,  and  Parker  burnt; 
John  Hunt,  for  {hooting  at  and 
wounding  Thomas  Armond  ;  Jo- 
feph  Wjlfon,  for  robbing  Sir  Wil¬ 
liam  Fleming  on  the  highway  of  a 
guinea ;  Daniel  Denny,  for  alter¬ 
ing  the  number  in  a  lottery  ticket, 
and  John  Hurft,  for  counterfeiting 
the  ftamp  of  a  lion,  ofed  by  the 
worfhipful  company  of  Goldfmiths 
to  mark  gold  and  diver  plate  ;  24 
prifoners  were  ordered  to  be  dent 
to  hard  labour,  in  railing  fand, 
&c.  from  the  Thames;  13  to  be 
branded  and  kept  to  hard  labour 
in  the  houfe  of  correClion  ;  and 
three  to  hard  labour  in  the  fame 
place  for  three  years ;  and  three 
to  be  branded  and  imprifoned  in 
Newgate;  five  to  be  branded  and 
difiebarged  ;  feven  privately  whipt ; 
and  20  difeharged  by  proclama¬ 
tion. 

Same  a3y  John  Life,  Edward 
Gofwell,  and-  Valentine  Fuller, 
George  Charles  Parfcns  and  Charles 
Davis,  were  executed  at  Tyburn. 

Bonn, ‘Jan.  16.  Yefterday  morn¬ 
ing,  about  three  o’clock,  a  fire 
broke  out  in  the  palace,  and  burn¬ 
ed  with  fuch  rapidity,  that  t  the 
two  towers,  though  one  hundred 
yards  diftant  from  each  other,  were 
confumed  in  lefs  than  half  an 
hour.  The  principal  apartments 
and  the  chapel  are  entirely  burnt ; 
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only  the  two  wings  are  faved ,  which 
contain  the  elector’s  apartment,  the 
gallery,  and  the  cabinet  of  natural 
curiolities,  on  one  fide,  and  the 
fine  apartment  for  ftrangers  on  the 
other  ;  the  lofs  is  estimated  at 
above  2OO,o0o3.  ftcrling.  About 
tweive  perfons  are  loll  in  the 
flames,  or  killed  by  the  falling-in 
of  the  floors,  while  they  were  en¬ 
deavouring  to  fave  the  archives. 

The  Aurora,  John  Hutchinfon 
matter,  late  the  Oxford,  of  Glaf- 
gow,  taken  by  the  rebels,  with  a 
party  of  the  71ft  regiment  on 
board,  and  carried  into  Virginia, 
is  brought  into  Liverpool,  laden 
with  312  hogfheads  of  tobacco,  on 
account  of  the  Congrefs,  and  bound 
to  Nantz  or  Bourdeaux.  She  was 
navigated  by  15  men,  and  had  a 
Mr.  Hall  on  board,  in  the  capa¬ 
city  of  a  fupercargo  ;  eight  of  the 
crew  were  Engliihmen,  and  had 
all  been  prifoners  in  America. 
About  the  longitude  of  16  W.  and 
in  lat.  47,  William  Turner,  boat- 
fwain  of  a  (hip,  and  who  had  prc- 
vioufly  founded  the  inclinations  of 
the  Englifh  failors,  and  found  them 
willing  to  alTittin  feizmg  the  veiTel 
and  carrying  her  to  England,  fe- 
cured  the  captain  and  fupercargo 
in  the  cabin,  while  his  companions 
fecured  the  American  failors  upon 
deck  ;  they  were  all  foon  over¬ 
powered,  and  Turner,  who  took 
the  command,  fhaped  his  courle  lor 
Liverpool,  where  he  arrived  the 
29th  inttant. 

ConJia,ntinop!e yJ an.  8.  The  Porte, 
after  having  made  every  concellion 
that  could  reafonably  be  expeCted, 
rather  than  break  with  the  Perfians, 
has  been  conftrained  at  length  to 
declare  war  againtt  them  the  3d. 
inttant.  What  gives  caufe  to  hope 
for  fuccefs  is,  that  many  chans  un- 
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der  the  Perfian  government,  jea¬ 
lous  of  the  increafe  of  the  regent’s 
power,  have  (hewed  a  difpoficion 
to  join  the  Porte  againtt  him,  and 
that  Prince  Pleraclius,  who  has 
had  a  conference  with  the  grand 
vizir,  will  join  them  againtt 
Perfia. 

Vienna ,  Jan.  12.  By  the  lateft 
advices,  the  Perfians  have  taken 
Bagdat,  and  put  a  ttrong  garrifon 
into  that  place;  and  the  lame  ac¬ 
counts  add,  that  they  are  befieging 
Aleppo. 

Venice ,  Jan.  18.  On  the  13th 
inttant  the  Council  of  Ten  publifh- 
ed  the  lenience  patted  againtt  the 
Sieur  Spiridioni  Balfamo,  of  the 
ifland  of  Zante,  heretofore  Calcu¬ 
lator  General  of  the  Levant,  and 
Andrew  Tifiano,  late  Greffier  at 
Corfu,  for  being  guilty  of  a  breach 
of  tr Lilt  in  the  execution  of  their 
offices,  and  defrauding  the  public 
revenue  ;  particularly  the  former, 
who  is  banifhed  from  all  the  do¬ 
minions  of  this  republic,  on  pain, 
of  being  hanged  if  taken,  and  a 
reward  of  4000  ducats  is  offered 
to  whoever  lhall  take  or  kill  him, 
togecher  with  the  privilege  of  de¬ 
livering  a  crirtiinal  who  is  banifhed 
or  committed  to  priion,  unlefs  it 
be  for  a  crime  againtt  the  ttate,  or 
robbery  ;  and  if  the  perfon  fhould 
happen  to  lofe  his  life  in  the  at¬ 
tempt,  his  heirs  fhall  be  in  titled 
to  the  fame  reward.  In  the  mean 
time  the  Laid  Spiridioni  Balfamo 
is  to  have  his  name  erafed  out  of 
the  noble  council  of  the  city  of 
Zante,  and  his  houfe  at  Corfu  to 
be  intirely  pulled  down,  and  no 
other  houfe  or  manufactory  to  be 
ereCted  on  the  fpot,  but  inttead 
thereof  a  column  is  to  be  ereCted 
upon  the  moft  confpicuous  part,  on 
which  are  to  be  inferibed  his  crime 
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and  condemnation  ;  and,  in  order 
to  render  his  punifhment  the  more 
exemplary,  a  Hone  with  the  fame 
inscription  is  to  be  placed  in  the 
Chamber  of  Accompts.  All  his 
effects  are  declared  to  be  con  ft  feat  - 
ed,  and  all  contracts  which  he  has 
entered  into  fince  the  8th  of 
March,  1770,  are  hereby  rendered 
i  n  va  lid. 

Paris,  Feb.  3.  ft  appears,  that 
in  order  to  avoid  all  rernonltrances 
from  the  parliament,  the  govern¬ 
ment  intends  to  make  ufe  of  the 
credit  of  particular  dates,  by  a  new 
loan  of  twenty-fix  millions.  The 
dates  of  Languedoc  are  to  raife 
twelve,  thole  of  Burgundy  eight, 
and  the  order  of  the  Holy  Ghoif 
fix,  which  are  to  be  applied  to  pay 
off  fome  debts,  the  intereil  of 
which  is  too  burthenfome. 

Flam  burgh,  Feb.  7.  Our  letters 
from  Peterfburgh  give  an  account 
of  the  revenues  and  exoences  of 

1 

the  Ruffian  empire  ;  the  former 
of  which  amount  to  the  annual 
fum  of  17,130,618  roubles,  and 
the  latter,  including  penfions.,  pre- 
fents,  &c.  amount  to  14,208,557 
roubles.  In  the  account  of  the  re¬ 
venues  the  fpecie  current  in  the 
empire  is  not  reckoned,  on  account 
of  the  great  variation  in  it,  and 
that  part  of  it  particularly  regards 
the  mines. 

Fxtraci  of  a  Letter  from  LiJbont 
Feb .  2 1 . 

tl  The  marriageof  his  royal  high- 
nefs  the  Prince  of  Bcira,  with  her 
royal  highnefs  the  Infanta  Maria 
Francifca  Benedi&a  his  aunt,  was 
folemnized  this  afternoon  at  four 
o’clock.  After  the  ceremony,  all 
the  royal  family  were  admitted  into 
the  king’s  apartment  to  kils  his 
majefty’s  hand ,  from  whole  pre- 


fence  they  retired  very  much  af¬ 
fected. 

His  mod  faithful  majedy  has, 
for  fome  weeks  pad,  differed  ex¬ 
tremely  under  his  di forder  ;  which, 
terminating  in  a  dopfy,  increafed 


within  thef’e  few  days  fo 
that  on  Sunday  lad  his  majefty’s 
life  was  del  paired  of;  and  on 
Monday  the  24th  inftant,  between 
twelve  and  one  o’clock,  his  rna- 
jeity  expired,  to  the  great  grief  of 
all  the  royal  family.  - 

ThePrincefs  of  Brafil  being  im¬ 
mediately  informed  of  this  melan¬ 
choly  event,  prepared  to  receive 
the  miniders  of  date,  who  kiffed 
her  hand  as  fovereign.” 

Died,  Mrs.  Vane,  widow,  of 
‘Ef  ring  ton  in  Lekefterfhire,  aged 
108. 

Samuel  Turner,  E;q;  late  alder¬ 
man  of  Tower- ward,  and  lord 
mayor  in  the  year  1769. 

Mr.  John  Builen,  yeoman,  of 
Deal  in  Kent,  a  descendant  from 
the  ancient  family  which  gave  a 
queen  to  Henry  VIII. 

William  Williams,  of  Cwmvoy, 
in  Monmouthihire,  labourer,  vvhofe 
appearance  of  extreme  poverty  had 
induced  an  humane  landlady,  the 
preceding  night,  to  lodge  him  in 
her  k 0 ufe,  as  a  deed  of  charity. 
In  the  morning  he  was  found  dead 
in  bed,  and  the  extraordinary 
weight  of  fome  part  of  his  cloth¬ 
ing,  on  moving  it,  occasioned  an 
examination  of  the  whole,  when 
the  following  pieces  and  hums  of 
money  were  cut  out  of  his  patched 
and  ragged  apparel,  no  part  of 
which  was  unprovided*  viz.  37 
guineas,  28  half-guineas,  6  quar¬ 
ter  guineas,  one  36s.  piece,  one  27s. 
piece,  and  one  18s.  piece,  1 81.  8s. 
in  filver,  and  5s.  9§d.  in  copper. 
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Hugh  Kelly,  Efq.  a  native  of 
Ireland.  His  original  occupation 
was  that  of  a  ttay-maker,  which 
he  quitted  early  in  life,  and  by  the 
force  of  hi^own  genius,  attained  a 
confiderabie  reputation  as  a  literary 
ch  a  ratter ;  at  the  time  of  his  death 
he  was  aiio  become  a  refpettable 
pratt  tioner  at  the  bar.  His  dra¬ 
matic  performances  were  received 
with  great  applaufe,  and  his  ler- 
vices,  as  a  political  writer,  had 
procured  him  a  ftandfome  itipend 
from  government. 


march. 

^  This  day  the  following  bills 
3  *  received  the  royal  allent  oy 
commifiion,  viz. 

The  bill  to  enable  his  majefty  to 
detain  a  d  lecure  perfons  charged 
with  hmh  treafon  in  America,  or 

O 

on  the  leas  for  piracy. 

The  bill  to  enable  the  lordsof  the 
admiralty  to  grant  lettersof  marque 
to  private  {hips  of  war,  or  mer¬ 
chants  fliips,  to  make  reprifals  cn 
all  {hips  belonging  to  the  Ameri¬ 
can  colonies,  tnat  are  now  in  ac¬ 
tual  rebellion  againil  Great  Bri¬ 
tain. 

The  bill  for  regulating  the  af¬ 
fairs  cf  the  EafEIndia  company,  as 
wel)  in  Europe  as  in  India,  fo  far 
as  relates  to  altering  the  time  for 
the  choice  of  directors, 

The  bill  to  enlarge  Mr.  Hart¬ 
ley’s  patent,  for  his  invention  of 
iron  plates  to  prevent  the  fatal  con- 
fequences  of  fires. 

And  a  lib  to  feveral  road,  inclo- 
fure,  naturalization,  and  private 
bills. 

Extract  cf  a  letter  from  Barcelona , 
Feb .  19. 

“  Our  cuftom-houfe  is  burnt 


down,  with  goods  therein  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  merchants,  of  upwards  of 
half  a  million  of  piaftres  value  ; 
all  goods,  except  corn  and  fifh,  im¬ 
ported  into  Spain,  are  depofited  in 
the  cuftom-houfe  till  the  duty  is 
paid,  as  is  all  raw  fiik  till  deliver¬ 
ed  to  the  manufatturer  ;  the  alarm 
of  the  fire  was  given  on  Monday 
morning  at  one  o’clock  ;  it  was  till 
eight  o’clock  the  next  day,  before 
any  kind  of  iteps  were  taken  to 
extinguish  it,  and  then  only  one 
poor  engine  was  brought  out, 
which  was  of  no  manner  of  ufe. 
The  Spaniards,  not  accuftomed  to 
fee  fires  of  this  kind,  ftood  aghaft, 
looking  on,  and  f3sv  every  thing 
confuuied.  No  doubt,  many  ef- 
fetts  might  have  been  faved,  had 
a  little  attiviry  been  ufed  at  fir  IE 
Numbers  of  merchants  and  traders 
will  be  ruined  by  this  accident  ; 
tne  fire  continues  burning,  but, 
the  cuftom-houfe  being  a  detached 
building,  it  cannot  fpread  far¬ 
ther.” 

They  write  from  Pari?,  that  Mr. 
Silas  D  eane,  the  plenipotentiary 
from  the  *Vmerican  congrefs,  left 
that  capital  the  21ft  ult.  and  was 
gone  toLeghorn,  from  which  place 
he  was  to  vifit  Venice,  and  other 
of  the  Italian  ftates,  1 

The  family  of  the  late  Count 
Lally  are  endeavouring  to  obtain  a 
revifion  of  the  procels  which  ter¬ 
minated  in  h’s  execution.  M.  Vol¬ 
taire  interefts  himfelf  much  in  the 
affair. 

Was  heard  before  the  lords 
a  Scotch  appeal,  wherein  bit-  ' 
zabe.h  Rofs,  widow,  was  appel¬ 
lant,  and  David  Rofs,  Efq;  come¬ 
dian,  her  brother,  was  refpondent. 
David  Rofs  had  been  cut  off  by  his 
father  with  a  {hilling,  on  account 
of  his  taking  to  the  ftag-j  ar-d  his 

filter 
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filler  was  left  foie  heirefs  ;  but  he 
fued  and  obtained  a  verdift  in  , 
Scotland  for  all  the  out-ftanding 
bond-debts,  which  were  consider¬ 
able. — The  lords  confirmed  the 
decree. 

1  At  Bovv-flreet,  before  Sir 
12  *  John  Fielding,  and  the 

magiftrates,  Dignam,  Efq; 

was  charged  by  Mr.  Clarke,  with 
defrauding  him  of  various  fums  of 
money,  under  the  pretence  of  pro¬ 
curing  him  a  place  under  govern¬ 
ment.  Mr.  Clarke  depofed  that 
he  became  acquainted  with  him 
accidentally  in  June  1776,  and  that 
from  his  difcourfe,  he  underflood 
he  was  a  gentleman  in  fome  capital 
employ  under  the  crown,  who  had 
it  in  his  power  to  difpofe  of  places  ; 
and  concluded  the  prifoner  might 
ferve  him,  as  he  wanted  a  place  in 
one  of  the  offices.  That  the  pri¬ 
foner  propofed  to  him  a  lucrative 
place  in  the  Irifh  cuftoms,  which 
he  faid  had  been  poffeifed  by  a 
Mr.  Clutterbuck,  who  was  dead  ; 
and  that  he  had  given  him  at  dif¬ 
ferent  times  in  money  and  notes 
(and  efpecially  on  Sept.  5,  14I.  is. 
for  leave  of  abfence  from  the  faid 
place)  to  the  amount  of  icool.  is. 
on  account  of  the  faid  place,  which 
the  prifoner  called,  cleik  of  his  ma- 
jefty’s  cuftoms  at  Dublin.  A  pa¬ 
per  was  read,  produced  by  Mr. 
Clarke,  purporting  to  be  a  certifi¬ 
cate  and  warrant  of  the  faid  clerk- 
fhip,  numbered  24,897  Irifh,  Har - 
court ,  Lieutenant ,  di  refled  to  "John 
Clarke ,  Efq;  entitling  him  to  all 
profits,  &c.  belonging  to  that 
place;  fubfcribed  Weymouth ,  Cleve¬ 
land-  Row,  and  witneffed  E.Daav; 
all  which  former  money,  Mr. Clarke 
gave  the  prifoner,  in  confequence 
pf  his  receipt  of  that  warrant. 


which,  when  he  {hewed  to  Sir 
Stanier  Porten,  proved  to  be  a  for- 
gery. 

Jofiah  Browne,  Efq;  charged  : 
the  prifoner  with  another  fraud  of  jj 
the  i;ke  kind.  Mr.  Browne  depof- 
ed,  that  the  prifoner  was  recom¬ 
mended  to  him  by  Mr.  Clarke,  and  : 
that  the  prifoner  told  him  he  had  ; 
the  difpofal  of  the  place  of  Gazette- 
writer  to  the  miniftry,  which  he  i 
would  procure  for  hirn  for  iocol.  1 
which  difpofal,  the  prifoner  faid, 
was  conferred  on  him  for  fome  me¬ 
ritorious  fervice  he  had  then  lately 
done  the  government  ;  and  that 
Mr.  Frazer,  the  prefen t  Gazette-  | 
writer,  was  to  refign.  This  place  > 
Mr.  Clarke  was  commiffioned  by 
Mr.  Browne  to  treat  for,  who 
agreed  for  ioocI.  with  the  prifon¬ 
er  ;  which  agreement  Mr.  B.  rati-  j 
fied  by  giving  drafts  for  the  money,  ' 
inclufive  of  which  was  137I.  as  a 
difeharge  of  office- fees.  Another  : 
warrant  fimilar  to  the  former  was  1 
read,  dated  17  George  III.  durante  j 
bene  placito ,  figned  alfo  Weymouth.  | 
Mr.  D  aw,  clerk  in  Lord  Wey-  j 
mouth’s  office,  depofed,  in  both  the  1 
cafes,  that  it  was  no  official  inftru-  f 
men  t,  nor  his  lordfhip’s  writing  :  an 
impreffion,  imitating  a  damp,  was  j 
alfo  on  the  warrant,  which  proved 
to  be  the  reverfe  of  a  guinea.  The  I 
prifoner  had  alfo  tendered  an  oath 
to  Mr.  Browiie  to  refign  all  papers  1 
in  cafe  of  dlfrniffion,  and  purging 
himfelfofall  felonies,  &c.  by  way 
of  qualification. 

It  is  faid  that  this  impoftor  was 
once  on  the  penfion  lift  of  Lord 
Weymouth,  and  received,  for  the 
benefit  of  his  fecret  fervices,  300L 
per  annum,  clear  of  all  deductions. 
That  he  might  appear  deferving  of 
the  encouragement  he  met  with, 

, 


CHRONICLE. 


he  is  reported  to  have  laid  an  in¬ 
formation  again  ft  the  celebrated 
Mr.  Beaumarchais,  charging  that 
gentleman,  during  his  refidencein 
England,  with  being  a  fpy  from 
the  court  of  France.  He  was  af¬ 
terwards  convicted  for  thefe  frauds, 
and  fentenced  to  five  years  labour 
on  the  Thames. 

Mr.  Burke  moved  the 
Houfe,  that  a  bill  might 
be  brought  in  for  the  more  effec¬ 
tually  fecuring  his  majefty’s  dock¬ 
yards',  &c.  when  a  bill  was  ordered  nopoiy,  in  BafTo  Relievo,  the  prin- 
to  be  prepared  agreeable  to  the  faid  cipal  feat  of  svar  at  that  period; 
motion. 


13th. 


r  '73 

his  memory  in  this  public  man¬ 
ner:  Fame  receiving  her  com¬ 
mands,  has  engraved  the  following 
words  on  a  fhield  : 

Difcipline  eftablifhed, 
FortrefTcs  protected. 
Settlements  extended, 
French  and  Indian  armies 
Defeated, 

And  peace  concluded 
In  the  Carnatic. 

In  the  centre  is  a  view  of  Tritchi- 


,  About  one  o’clock,  the 
1^‘  *  poll  for  Newcaftle  was  fi¬ 
nally  clofed,  when  the  numbers 
were, 

For  Sir  John  Trevvlian,  1163 
AndrewRobinfon  Bowes,  Efq;  1 068 


Majority  for  Sir  John  Tre- 
vylian , 


} 
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and  at  the  feet  of  the  company, 
trophies  and  ftandards  of  the 
French,  Maratoes,  and  Myforeans. 
The  epitaph  is  wrote  by  Mr.  Ortne, 
and  the  fculpture  executed  by  Mr. 
Tyler. 

The  Chevalier  Pinto, 

Envoy  extraord inary  from 
the  court  of  Portugal,  notified  to 
the  king  the  death  of  the  late 


26th. 


2  2d. 


Whereupon  he  was  declared  duly  King  of  Portugal,  and  prefented 

credentials  from  his  new  fovereign, 
Mary,  the  prefent  queen. 

The  royal  affent  wasgiv-  _  , 
en,  by  commiftion,  to  2~  * 

The  bill  for  improving  the  na¬ 
vigation  of  the  Thames  from  Lon- 
don-bridge  to  Staines. 

For  licencing  a  playhoufe  at 

Chefter. 

\ 

For  building  a  bridge  over  Se¬ 
vern,  near  Gloucefter. 

For  preventing  frauds  in  comb¬ 
ing  wool. 

For  continuing  the  duty  on  beer 
in  the  town  of  Burnt  Ifland,  in 
Scotland. 

For  preventing  frauds  in  th« 


elected. 

A  hand  Tome  monument  was 
this  day  opened  in  the  north 
aiile  of  Weftminfter- abbey,  on  the 
bafe  of  which  are  the  following 
lines. 

Erected  by 

The  Eaft  India  company, 

T o  the  memory  of 
Major-General  Stringer  Laurence, 
In  teftimony  of  their  gratitude 
For  his  eminent  fervices. 

In  the  command  of  their  forces 
On  the  coaft  of  Coromandel, 
From  the  year  1746,  to  the  year  1766. 


The  defign  feems  partly  explained 

by  this  epitaph  ;  it  is  a  figure  with  meafurement  of  coals, 
proper  attributes,  reprefenting  the  For  recovering  fmall  debts  in 
Eaft-India  company  pointing  to  a  Hallifax,  Bradford,  Kighley,  Bing- 
bufto  of  the  General,  and  direct-  ley,  &e. 

ing  Fame  to  record  thofe  adtions,  For  enclofing  Enfield  Chace. 
which  have  induced  her  to  honour  For  exempting  from  toll  cattle 

going 
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going  to  water  or  pafture  5  with 
fome  private  bills. 

One  John  Millachip,  freeman 
and  liveryman  of  London,  being 
imprefted,  Alderman  Bull  wrote  to 
the  admiralty  board,  requeuing  his 
difcharge  •  to  which  Philip  Ste¬ 
phens,  Efq;  fecrdtary  to  the  admi¬ 
ralty,  by  command,  returned  for 
anfwer,  that  their  lordjhips  did  not 
apprehend  bis  being  a  freeman  and 
Ihveryman .  of  London  exempted  him 
from  being  imprejfed  into  his  majefy's 
jir-viee,  if  other-wife  liable. 

In  confequence  of  this,  at  the 
Court  of  common  council  held  iqft 
Tuefday  at  Guildhall,  the  follow¬ 
ing  motion  was  made  : 

<c  That  the  committee  appoint¬ 
ed  in  November  I  aft,  for  getting 
John  Tubbs,  one  of  the  city  wa¬ 
termen,  difcharged,  do  withdraw 
immediately,  and  prepare  a  letter 
to  the  lords  of  the  admiralty  for  the 
difcharge  of  John  Millachip  f 
which  was  carried  in  the  affirm* 
gfdve. 

The  committee  then  withdrew, 
and  prepared  a  letter  accordingly, 
which  was  read  in  court,  and  is  as 
follows : 

es  My  lords,-  by  order  of  the 
lord  mayor,  aldermen,  and  com¬ 
mons  of  the  city  of  London,  in 
common  council  aftembled,  I  am 
direded  to  reprefent  to  year  lord- 
ftiips,  that  John  Millachip,  a  free¬ 
man  and  liveryman  of  London, 
hath  been  impreffed  into  his  ma- 
jefty’s  fea  fervice :  that  without 
taking  into  the  idea  the  general 
queftion  of  the  legality  or  illegality 
-J  of  pr-efs  warrants,  they  conceive, 
that  every  citizen  of  London,  by 
charter,  Edward  IIL  confirmed  by 
llatute  of  zd  William  and  Mary, 
is  exempted  from  ferving,  in  any 
capacity  *  againft  his-  inclination. 


.G1STER,  i iff- 

out  of  the  city  of  London  ;  and 
that  consequently  the  detention  of 
this  man  is  not  warranted  by  law.- 
I  am,  therefore,  ordered  by  the 
court,  to  requeil  your  lordfhipsy 
that  the  faid  John  Mdlachip  may 
be  imiriediatelv  difcharged 

Refolved ,  “  That  the  faid  letter 
be  transcribed;  and  figned  by  the 
town  clerk,  and  by  him  prefen  ted 
to  the  lords  of  the  admiralty. ” 

A  motion  was  made,  “  That  if 
John  Millachip  is  not  difcharged 
inconsequence  of  the  above  letter, 
the  committee  be  empowered  to 
purfue  fuch  meafures  as  they  fhail 
think  proper  for  procuring  his  im¬ 
mediate  difeharge  and  liberation  : 
and  that  the  city  folicitor  do  follow 
their  directions  therein  which 
was  agreed  to. 

On  the  2 6th,  Philip  Stephens, 
Efq;  fecretary  to  the  admiralty, 
fent  an  anfwer  to  the  town  clerk’s 
letter,  refpedting  the  detention  of 
John  Millachip,  freeman  and  li¬ 
veryman  of  London  ;  the  purport 
of  which  was,  that  their  lurdihips 
at  the  admiralty  board  think  if.  ne- 
celfary  to  advife  with  the  crown 
lawyers  before  they  comply  with 
the  demand,  to  know  whether  the 
charter  fet  up  is  in  law  a  piea  of 
exemption . 

A  very  extraordinary 
complaint  was  made  to  Sir 
John  Fielding,  relating  to  an  Ita¬ 
lian  impoftor,  who  has  lately  had 
theaddrefs  to  take  in  a  lady  of  for¬ 
tune  for  upwards  of  5-00 1.  under 
pretence  of  tranfmuting  copper  in¬ 
to  gold.  This  pretender  to  alchy-* 
my  conftrudied  an  elaboratory  in 
the  lady’s  houfe,  into  which  he 
brought  his  family,  who  have  lived 
upon  her  for  a  coniiderable  time 
paft.  The  matter  not  being  found 
cognizable  by  the  bench,  from 

ibai'©' 
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fome  peculiar  clrcum  fiances,  which 
fhewed  the  complainant  had  been 
mod  egregioully  duped,  (lie  was 
advifed  to  bring  her  adion  at  com¬ 
mon  law. 

Yelterday,  at  the  Public  Offie 
in  Bow-ftreet,  one  Ilomar  was 
placed  at  the  bar,  when  James 
Hounds,  button-maker,  depofed, 
that  the  prifoner  applied  to  him, 
about  three  weeks  ago,  to  know  if 
he  was  willing  to  go  to  France,  in 
order  to  carry  on  his  bufmefs  there; 
and  that  he  gave  him  1  i  guineas  to 
pay  his  cx  penccs  upon  the  pail  age, 
and  to  difeharge  fome  fmall  debts 
which  he  owed  to  different  people. 
Mr.  Clark  depofed,  That,  hearing 
of  the  affair,  he  went  to  the  Swan 
with  Two  Necks  Hn  Lad-lane  on 
Tuefday,  where  he  faw  the  pri¬ 
foner,  with  Hounds,  in  the  Dover 
coach  ;  upon  which  he  apprehend¬ 
ed  the  former,  and  found  a  num¬ 
ber  of  letters  in  his  pocket-book, 
which  were  produced,  and  one  of 
which  was  a  letter  of  advice,  to  a 
Frenchman  at  Paris,  acquainting 
him.  that  he  had  put  on  board  the 
dbp  Minerva  a  quantity  of  arti¬ 
cles  fpr  the  making  of  buttons; 
Mr.  Clark  alfo  found,  in  his  lodg¬ 
ings,  upwards  of  three  hundred 
pounds  worth  of  the  fame  mate¬ 
rials.  A  meffenger  was  imme¬ 
diately  difpatched  to  prevent  the 
failing  of  the  Minerva,  and  Ho- 
mar  committed  to  take  his  trial, 
by  the  23d  George  If.  chap.  13  ; 

:  where  it  is  enadded,  ‘  That,  if  any 
perfon  fhall  contracl  with,  or  de¬ 
duce  any  manufacturer,  of  Great 
Britain  or  Ireland,  to  go  out  of 
f  either  kingdom  into  any  foreign 
country,  not  within  the  dominions 
of  Great  Britain,  every  fuch  per¬ 
fon  fhall,  on  conviction,  within  12 
months,  forfeit  500I.  and  be  com¬ 


mitted  for  a  year,  without  bail  or 
mainprise,  for  the  tirft  offence; 
and,  for  every  fecond  or  fubfequent 
oilence,  to  forfeit  ioool.  and  be 
committed  for  two  years,  without, 
bail  or  main  prize.  ’ 

Died,  Mrs.  Latter,  book  feller* 
at  Reading  :  fhe  publlfhed  a  vo¬ 
lume  of  poems,  which  were  welf 
received  ;  likewife  a  tragedy,  en¬ 
titled,  The  Siege  of  Jerufalem, 
and  various  other  pieces. 

At  Bifhopftrow,  her  native  place* 
near  Warminfter  in  Wiles,  the  ce¬ 
lebrated  Juliana  Pnpjoy,  in  thd 
67th  year  of  her  age.  In  her  youth 
fhe  had  been  the  mill  refs  of  the^fa- 
mous  Nafll  of  Bath,  and  after  her 
reparation  from  him,  (he  took  to  a 
very  uncommon  way  of  life.  Her 
principal  refidence  fhe  took  up  in  a 
large  hollow  tree,  now  Handing 
within  a  mile  of  Warminfter,  on 
a  lock  of  ftraw,  refolving  never 
more  to  lie  in  a  bed  ;  and  fhe  was 
as  good  as  her  word  ;  for  fhe  made 
that  tree  her  habitation  for  between 
thirty  and  forty  years,  unlefs  when 
flie  made  her  fhort  peregrinations 
to  Bath,  Briftol,  and  the  gentle¬ 
mens’  houfes  adjacent;  and  fhe 
then  lay  in  fome  barn  or  out-houle. 

Peter  Fierville,  comedian,  aged 
107.  He  died  at  Munich,  in  Ger¬ 
many.  He  remembered  Moliere, 
was  cotemporary  with  Baron,  play¬ 
ed  before  Charles  II.  of  England 
and  ChriHina  Queen  of  Swedm, 
and  continued  to  play  at  Paris  till 
1741. 

Samuel  Mitchell,  Efq;  at  Hanger, 
Corn  v a i l .  He  h beq  leached  20L 
a  year  to  ten  old  maid.,  a  like 
fum  to  ten  poor  houfekeepers,  and 
a  confi ’erable  fum  to  the  parifh  ; 
iooo;.  to  each  of  his  fervants  out 
of  livery.  500b  to  each  of  his  H- 
very-fervaats,  two  livings  in  his 
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gift  to  two  neighbouring  clergy¬ 
men,  after  the  death  of  the  prefent 
incumbents,  and  his  eftate  to  a 
very  diftant  relation,  his  heir  at  law; 
alfo,  a  very  confiderablp  legacy  to 
the  wife  of  an  officer  now  on  duty 
in  America. 


APRIL. 

The  report  was  made  to  his 
majefty  in  council  of  the  con¬ 
victs  under  lenience  of  death  in 
Newgate,  when  the  following  were 
ordered  for  execution  on  Wednef- 
day  the  1 6th  inftant,  viz.  Jofeph 
Wilfon,  Will  iarn  Lavey,  fen.  and 
Elizabeth  Parker  (convided  in  Oc¬ 
tober  feffion).  The  laft  was  after¬ 
wards  reprieved. 

John  Hunt,  refpited  during  his 
majefcy’s  pleafure.  Daniel  Denny 
was  refpited  til!  the  2d  of  May. 

„  j  A  few  davs  fince  an  appli- 
^  catiop  was  made  by  the  city 
iolicitor  to  Mr.  Juftice  Alien,  in 
the  abfence  of  Lord  Mansfield,  for 
two  feparate  writs  of  Habeas  Cor¬ 
pus  at  common  law  ;  the  one  for 
the  liberation  of  John  Millachip,  a 
freeman  and  liveryman,  the  other 
on  behalf  of  John  Maund,  one  of 
the  fworn  conftables  of  this  city, 
both  of  whom  have  been  lately  im- 
prefTed  into  his  majefty’s  fea  fer- 
vice.  His  lord fh i p  re fu fed  to  grant 
the  writs  as  prayed  at  common  law, 
or  any  otherwife,  than  according 
to  the  ftatute  of  tne  3  ill  of  Charles 
II.  Thfcy  were  accordingly  fo 
iflued  ;  but  became  immediately 
and  totally  ufeiefs,  as  no  judge  or 
court  w'hatfoever  could,  when  the 
parties  were  brought  before  them, 
take  cognizance  of  the  matter  up¬ 
on  writs  fo  granted.  In  confe- 
quence  of  this,  the  folicitor  ap¬ 


plied  to  Lord  Mansfield  himfelf,  at 
Caen-Wood,  for  the  la  me  purpofe, 
when  h;s  lord  {hip  was  pleafed  to 
grant  the  writs  as  prayed,  namely,  j 
at  common  law,  and  not  according  j 
to  the  ftatute.  The  writs  being 
thus  obtained,  as  delired,  were  im-  \ 
mediately  fent  down  to  the  Nore,  j 
to  ,be  executed. 

Paris,  March  28.  Orders  are 
given  for  conftrudting  two  citadels  i 
at  Cherbourg,  which,  when  built, 
will  make  this  port  one  of  the  beft 
in  France. 

Vienna,  April  2.  His  imperial 
majefty  fet  out  yefterday  morning  { 
for  France,  under  the  title  of 
Count  Falkenilein,  attended  by 
the  Counts  Cobenze!  and  Jofeph 
Colloredo, 

Paris,  April  4.  One  of  the 
richeft  of  our  young  nobility,  the 
Marquis  de  la  Fayette,  a  relation 
to  the  Duke  de  Noaillesv  and  be¬ 
tween  19  and  20  years  of  age,  has, 
at  his  own  expence,  hired  a  fri¬ 
gate,  and  provided  every  thing 
neceffiary  lor  a  voyage  to  America, 
with  two  officers  of  his  acquaint¬ 
ance.  He  fet  out  laft  week,  having 
told  his  lady  and  family  that  he 
was  going  to  Italy,  where  the 
Countefs  de  Telly,  his  aunt,  lives, 

Laft  night  a  dreadful  fire  , 
broke  out  at  Flaxley  Abbey,  91* 
in  the  county  of  Gloucefter,  the 
feat  of  Thomas  Crawley  Boev.ey, 
Efq;  which  dellroyed  the  greater 
pan  of  the  building,  together  with 
part  of  the  furniture,  linen,  and 
wearing  apparel  of  the  family  ; 
but,  providentially,  no  lives  were 
loft.  It  was  firft  difeovered  by  a 
carpenter  who  flept  in  the  houfe, 
and  happened  to  wake  in  time  to 
give  the  alarm.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Crawley  were  thateveningin  Glou- 
cefter.*— The  plate  was  faved. — It 


4 


C  H  R  O 

is  not  known  by  what  accident  the 
fire  was  occafioned.  The  Jofs  is 
eftimated  at  7000 1.  Flaxley  Ab¬ 
bey  was  founded  by  Roger,  the 
fecond  Earl  of  Hereford,  in  the 
reign  of  Henry  the  Fird. 

v  Mr.  Gates,  the  city  mar- 

0  ‘  *  fhal,  arrived  from  Portf- 
mouth,  with  John  Millachip,  free¬ 
man  and  liveryman  of  London, 
who  was  lately  impreifed.  The 
admiral  behaved  with  the  greated 
politenefs  ;  and  on  the  marfhal’s 
fhewing  the  writ  of  Habeas  Cor¬ 
pus  granted  by  Lord  Mansfield,  im¬ 
mediately  ordered  Millachip  (who 
was  on  board  the  Monarch)  to  be 
delivered  up  to  him. 

The  celebrated  David  Brown 
Dignam  during  his  confinement  in 
Tochi  1 1  fields  Bridewell,  attempted 
feveral  times  to  make  away  with 
himfelf.  Since  his  conviction,  the 
following  particulars  relating  to 
him  have  tranfpired  :  —  Some  little 
time  before  Dignam’s  deception, 
he  requeued  an  interview  with  a 
noble  Lord  in  high  office,  who  ad- 

•  1  •  o  * 

muted  him  to  a  private  audience, 
when  be  faid,  that  he  had  unhap¬ 
pily  engaged  in  a  confpiracy  with 
lome  gentlemen  of  rank  and  for¬ 
tune,  to  fhoot -  ;  he  named 

two  noblemen,  feveral  members  of 
the  houfe  of  commons,  two  alder¬ 
men,  and  fome  private  gentlemen 
of  affluent  condition,  as  the  con- 
fpirators,  and  pretended  that  the 
Itings  of  confcience  had  occafioned 
a  remorfe  in  his  mind,  and  that  he 
had  made  fo  ample  a  confelflon,  as 
the  only  atonement  in  his  power, 
for  having  engaged  in  fo  villain¬ 
ous  a  confpiracy.  Upon  being 
prefled  to  make  oath  of  the  parti¬ 
culars,  he  declined  the  propofal 
by  faying,  “  that  the  fcheme  was 
not  yet  ripe  for  execution  }  no  in- 
Vo  l.  XX. 


N  I  C  L  E.  [177 

convenience  could  therefore  enfue 
from  the  delay/’  The  confpira- 
tors,  he  faid,  were  to  meet  that 
evening,  and  the  next  morning  he 
would  wait  on  his  lordfhip  to  give 
him  information  of  every  particu¬ 
lar  which  paired.  As  he  had  men¬ 
tioned  the  place  of  meeting,  fpies 
were  properly  placed,  but  none  of 
the  parties  came,  and  himfelf  was 
traced  to  a  brothel.  On  his  next 
day’s  attendance  he  was  preffed 
home  to  make  an  affidavit  of  th-e 
matter,  but  put  it  off  till  next  day, 
and  was  again  traced  to  the  bro- 
th el  ;  and  when  he  waited  lad  on 
his  lordfhip,  he  was. charged  with, 
thefe  circum  fiances,  and  confeffed 
that  the  whole  was  a  plot  of  hie 
own  invention. 

Eleven  judges  met  at  ^  ^ 
their  chambers  in  Serjeants 
Inn  (Lord  Chief  Juftice  De  Grey 
being  abfent)  refpecting  the  legality 
of  Robinion’s  evidence  againlf 
Dr.  Dodd.  The  judges  were  of 
opinion,  that  Robinfon’s  evidence 
was  competent. 

On  Saturday  the  feflions  ended 
at  the  Ola  Bailey,  when  the  fol¬ 
lowing  prifoners  received  fentence 
of  death,  viz.  Job  Filkin,  for 
dealing  a  diver  watch  value  30s, 
and  a  metal  watch  in  a  fha  green 
cafe  value  30s,  the  property  of 
WilliamHarrop,  in  his  dwelling- 
houfe,  in  Virginia- dreet  ;  Benja¬ 
min  Carraul,  for  a  burglary  in  the 
dwelling- houfe  of  Mr.  John  Wal¬ 
ker,  in  Oxford-ftreet.  ;  PierceDon- 
novan,  for  privately  dealing  b  ink 
notes,  money,  two  gold  watches, 
and  feveral  diamond  rings,  in  the 
dwelling- houfe  of  Mrs.  Olivia 
Harrington,  near  Charm  g-  Crofs  5 
David  Sheffield,  William  Sheffield, 
and  Thomas  Baldwin,  for  a  bur¬ 
glary  in  the  dweiling-houfe  of  Mr. 
[A/]  Thomas 
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Thomas  George  Moorink,  at  Tot¬ 
tenham,  and  dealing  feveral  filver 
fpoons  and  other  things  ;  James 
Field,  for  breaking  open  the  dwel¬ 
ling- h  on  fe  of  Mr.  -  McGee,  in 
Lothbury,  by  falfe  keys,  and  deal¬ 
ing  thereout  a  parcel  of  needles, 
and  divers  other  goods  of  value  ; 
and  Mary  Thomas,  for  uttering 
and  publishing  a  promiffory  note, 
purporting  to  be  the  note  of  Fran¬ 
cis  Tutte,  for5ol.  knowing  it  to 
be  forged,  with  intent  to;  defraud 
Thomas  Blades.  Twenty  prifoners 
who  had  been  capitally  convhfted 
and  refpited,  received  the  royal 
mercy,  on  condition  of  being  kept 
to  hard  labour  on  the  river  Thames, 
and  two  women  to  hard  labour  in 
Clerkenwell  Bridewell, 

Twelve  conviiied  this  feflions, 


were  ordered  to  the  like  punifhmetft 
on  the  ..river  Thames  ;  fourteen  to 
hard  labour  in  Bridewell ;  eleven 
branded  and  imprifoned  in  New¬ 
gate  j  eight  branded  a tk!  impri¬ 
foned  in  Bridewell  j  fix  ordered  to 
be  whipt,  and  thirty-one  delivered 
on  proclamation. 

j  One  day  lad  week,  the 
b ‘.Hail  lighter,  Working  on 
the  Effex  coaft,  was  drove  over  the 


river  to  Woolwich  by  the  high 
wind  ;  when  fourteen  of  the  con¬ 
victs  rofe  uDon  their  keepers,  cut 
one  of  them  terribly  on  the  fhoul- 
der,  and  made  their  efcape.  A 
naval  officer  meeting  them  at 
Greenwich,  perfuaded  eight  to  re¬ 
turn  to  their  duty  ;  but  the  other  fix 
have  not  been  fince  heard  of. 

x  On  Thurfday  Mr.  John 
"  a"  Millachip,  a  freeman  and 
liveryman  of  this  city,  lately  im- 
prefied  into  his  majefty’s  fervice, 
and  fetched  from  on  board  by  vir¬ 
tue  of  a  Habeas  Corpus,  going 
down  the  river  about  two  o’clock 


in  the  afternoon  with  his  lighter, 
was  boarded  by  a  prefs-gang,  who 
took  him  away  and  carried  him 
down  the  river  to  put  him  on  board 
a  man  of  war  ;  the  committee  fat 
yefterday  in  the  afternoon,  and 
came  to  a  relolution  to  apply  for 
another  Habeas  Corpus,  and  to 
bring-  actions  aeainft  the  lieutenant; 
and  regulating  captain  for  detain¬ 
ing. him.  / 

j Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Dublin , 
April  26. 

“  The  great  queilion  concerning 
literary  property,  received  yefterday 
a  final  decifion  in  the  Court  of 
Chancery.  The  matter  in  debate 
was  about  a  favourite  opera,  called 
the  Duenna,  which  the  managers 
of  Covent- garden  alledged  they 
had  purchafed  from  Richard  Brinf- 
ley  Sheridan,  Efq;  the  author,  for 
a  certain  ftipulated  fum.  .  Under 
this  affignment  the  Englilh  ma¬ 
nagers,  all  edging  a  foie  and  exclu- 

7  o  <  o  _  , 

five  property  in  the  piece  entitled 
the  Duenna*  complained  againft: 
John  Byron  Vandermere  and  his 
partners,  adventurers  in  a  new  thea¬ 
tre  in  Fifhamble-ftreet,  for  having 
exhibited  on  their  ftage  the  laid 
piece,  called  the  Duenna,  and 
prayed  that  they  might  be  reftrain- 
ed,  and  enjoined  from  printing, 
publifhing,  or  ailing  the  faid  piece. 
After  hearing  the  debates  on  this 
queftion,  by  the  advocates  on  both 
Tides,  the  lord  chancellor  gave  his 
fendments  on  the  whole,  viz.  that 
the  injunction  fought  by  the  plain¬ 
tiffs,  to  reftrain  the  ailing  or  exhi¬ 
biting  the  piece,  ought  not  to  be 
granted.  He  confined  himfelf 
merely  to  the  matter  of  ailing,  as 
he  imagined  that  to  be  the  only  ob¬ 
ject  relied  on  in  the  cafe.” 

The  queftion  refpeiting  ~  i 
the  legality  of  the  affign-  2 

meats 
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merits  made  by  officers  of  their  pay, 
in  order  to  raife  money,  was  ar¬ 
gued,  and  declared  valid. 

,  The  royal  aflent  by  com- 

3  '  million  was  given  to  the 

bill  for  enabling  the  city  of  Lon¬ 
don  to  purchafe  the  tolls  of  the  ri¬ 
ver  Thames  weftward  of  London 
Bridge,  and  within  the  liberties, 
and  to  lay  on  frnall  tolls  in  lieu 
thereof ;  and  to  feveral  private 

bills. 

Paris ,  April  2 1 .  The  Emperor 
of  Germany  arrived  here  on  Friday 
the  18th  i n lb-  and  immediately 
went  to  the  hotel  of  Monf.  the 
Count  de  Mercy  his  ambaffador, 
The  next  day  he  went  to  Ver- 
failles,  and  faw  the  queen,  who 
conduced  him  to  the  king.  He 
afterwards  fSfited  the  ref!  of  the 
royal  family  and  the  minifters.  On 
Monday  he  was  prefented  at  court 
under  the  charader  of  Count  Fal- 
kenftein. 

Extrad  of  a  Letter  fro7n  Lijpon. 

“  The  Marquis  of  Pombal  is 
diveded  of  ail  power  and,  though 
this  has  the  fpecious  appearance  of 
a  voluntary  refignation,  he  is  cer- 
.  tainly  in  difgrace.  All  his  crea¬ 
tures  are  degraded,  and  mod  of 
them  confined.  This,  particu¬ 
larly,  is  the  cafe  with  the  Domi¬ 
nican  friar,  to  whofe  counfels  the 
oppreflions.exercifed  at  Oporto,  by 
the  Portuguefe  wine  company,  over 
the  Englifh,  as  well  as  the  natives, 
are  chiefly  attributed.  The  young 
prince  was,  immediately  after  the 
death  of  the  king,  taken  from  un¬ 
der  the  tuition  of  the  Bifliop  of 
Beja. 

‘f  It  is  hardly  poffible  to  con¬ 
ceive  the  joy  that  ran  through  the 
whole  kingdom  from  this  change 
in  the  adminiftration  ;  for  more 
than  twenty  years  have  the  people 
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of  this  country  been  grievoufly  op- 
prefled  and  affiided,  without  their 
complaints  ever  reaching  the  ears 
of  their  fovereign  ;  for  more  than 
twenty  years,  has  a  wicked  minider 
ruled  them  with  a  rod  of  iron. 
What  numbers  of  all  ranks  has  he 
ffiut  up  in  dungeons,  without  their 
having  been  guilty  of  any  other 
crime  than  danding  in  his  way  1 — • 
Figure  to  yourfelf  thefe  feeding  on 
icanty  portions  of  rotten  fkrdines 
(a  fiffi  refembling  our  fprat)  and 
broa  (an  inferior  kind  of  bread) 
without  ever  being  indulged  with 
phyficians  or  confefibr ;  without 
any  focial  intercourfe,  without  even 
feeing  the  chearful  face  of  man. 

“  Among  thefe  we  are  pre¬ 
fented  with  a  ftriking  fpeftacle,  in 
the  perfon  of  a  fon  of  the  Marquis 
of  Tavora.  He  was  taken  into 
cuftody,  with  the  red  of  the  family, 
when  he  was  only  about  four  or* 
five  years  of  age;  and,  having 
been  in  a  date  of  confinement  ever4 
fince,  without  feeing  a  human 
creature  befides  his  keeper,  heab- 
folutelyi  knows  no  language  ;  has 
almod  no  ideas,  and  i?,  in  every 
refpedl,  in  a  pure  date  of  nature—* 
He  remembers  nothing  of  his  pa¬ 
rents  or  of  his  former  dtuationT 

Dieo  lately,  Grifel  Strath,  at 
Fyvie,  in  Scotland,  aged  102. 

Peter  Derry,  in  Dublin,  aged 
1 19. 

On  the  17th,  at  two  o’clock 
at  noon,  at  his  houfe  in  Granby- 
row,  after  a  lingering  illnefs, 
which  deprived  him  for  fome 
months  pad  of  the  practice  of  his 
profefiion,  and  the  town  of  the 
pleafure  of  feeing  his  performance, 
Mr.  Henry  Woodward,  of  Cpvent- 
garden  theatre  ;  who,  as  a  come¬ 
dian,  long  ftood  unrivalled  in  his 
cad  of  parts;  and,  as  a  man,  filled 

[M]  2  every 
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every  lire  of  duty  with  honour  and 
refpeftability.  By  his  death  he 
has  clofed  the  lift  of  the  old  firft 
rate  fet  of  performers,  and  has  left 
little  better  than  a  barren  wifti  to 
fee  them  ever  equalled.  Mr. 
Woodward,  though  only  in  his 
67th  year,  was  one  of  the  oldeft 
comedians  living  ;  he  played  with 
Giffard  and  Macklin,  before  Gar¬ 
rick  came  upon  the  ftage. 


I  ft. 


M  A  Y. 

At  a  court  of  common 
'  council,  refolved.  That  the 
thanks  of  the  court  be  given  to  the 
Right  Hon.  Sir  Fletcher  Norton, 
Knt.  fpeaker  of  the  houfe  of  com- 
mbns,  for  promoting  and  forward¬ 
ing  the  aft  for  the  more  effectually 
improving  the  navigation  of  the 
fiver  Thames. 

Advice  was  received,  that  the 
Lion  armed  fhip.  Lieutenant  Wal¬ 
ter  Yeung  commander,  was  failed 
from  Strom nefs,  in  the  North  of 
Scotland,  in  order,  if  pofiible,  to 
difeover  a  north- w'eft  paffage  to  the 
Southern  Ocean.  Mr.  Lane,  an 
eminent  mathematician,  is  retained 
in  this  voyage,  from  whofe  judi¬ 
cious  obfervaiions  on  longitude  and 
the  magnetical  powers,  much  in¬ 
formation  is  expected. 

,  On  Thurfday  laft,  in  the 

5  *  court  cr  King’s- bench, upon 

a  rule  to  ihevv  caufe .again ft  a  new 
trial,  9.  queftion  of  a  very  intereft- 
ing  and  lingular  nature  was  fully 

to  o  J 

argued  ;  the  nature  of  which  was 

as  follows:— A  gentleman  and  his 


wife  lived  together  feveral  years, 
and  had  feveral  children ;  upon 
the  death  of  the  former,  his  eldeft 
fon  took  the  hereditary  eftate,  and 
enjoyed  the  pofTeflion,  until  the  fe- 
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cond  difturbed  him  by  a  writ  oi 
Ejeftment,  alledging  that  he  was 
not  born  in  wedlock.  The  caufe 
was  tried  before  Mr.  Baron  byre, 
and  the  plaintiff  declared,  that  the 
defendant  was  born  one  month  and 
one  day  before  the  ceremony  was 
performed  ;  which  declaration  he 
attempted  to  fupport  by  the  tefti- 
monyofthe  mother,  who  was  cited 
to  attend  the  trial.  The  defen¬ 
dant  pleaded  generally  ;  and,  his 
counfe]  objefting  to  the  admiftibi- 
lity  of  the  mother’s  evidence  (with 
which  the  judge  concurred)  a  ver- 
dift  vvasobtained  for  the  defendant. 
In  fupport  of  the  motion  it  was 
argued,  that  all  the  cafes  cited, 
and  arguments  advanced  againft 
the  admifiibility  of  a  mother’s  evi¬ 
dence  to  prove  the  baftardy  of  her 
own  child,  were  applicable  to 
children  born  in  wedlock,  and  not 
before.  Lo;d  Mam-field  entered 
very  largely  into  the  queftion.  He 
allowed,  that,  by  the  civil,  the 
canon,  and  the  common  law  of  the 
land,  the  parole  evidence  of  a  pa¬ 
rent  was  inadmiffible  to  affeft  a 
child  born  in  wedlock  ;  he  ob- 
ferved  upon  the  feveral  reafons 
which  made  fuch  evidence  danger¬ 
ous,  particularly  partiality,  ca¬ 
price,  or  fixed  averfion  ;  which 
might  induce  bad  women  to  bring 
a  charge  impoflible  to  be  refuted  ; 
by  which  a  rightful  heir  might  be 
deprived  of  his  inheritance.  His 
lord  fhip  alfo  mentioned  the  inde¬ 
cency  and  illegality  of  permitting 
a  woman  to  prove  herfelf  an  adul- 
trefs,  and  thereby  fubjeft  herfelf 
to  penalties.  His  lordfhi.p  con¬ 
cluded  with  denying  the  doftrine 
of  Mr.  Baron  Eyre,  allowing  the 
admifiibility  of  the  mother’s  evi¬ 
dence,  and  ordering  the  rule  to  be 
made  abfolute. 


7  th .  The 
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r  The  Princeof  Orange  pac- 

'  '  ket,  Capt.  Story,  from  Har¬ 

wich  to  Helvoetfiuys,  was  taken 
by  the  Surprize  privateer,  Capt. 
Cunningham,  of  four  guns  and  ten 
fwivels,  within  three  leagues  of  the 
coaft  of  Holland.  It  was  at  night; 
and  the  privateer  coming  clofe 
along  fide  the  packet,  thought  (he 
made  bad  fteerage,  and  afked  her 
if  (he  was  coming  on  board  her, 
for  th*at  they  fhould  foon  be  foul  of 
each  other.  The  privateer  imme¬ 
diately  laid  heralong  fide,  and  took 
her. 

g  *  This  day  his  majefty  came 
to  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  and 
gave  the  royal  afient  to  the  bill  for 
granting  to  his  majefty  ioo,oool. 
per  annum,  over  and  above  the 
fum  of  800,000 1.  granted  by  an 
ad  of  the  ill  of  his  majefty’s  reign, 
for  the  fupport  of  his  majefty ’s 
houfehold,  and  h:s  -civil  o-overn- 
ment,  and  to  fourteen  other  public 
and  private  bills. 

,  William  Sheffield  and  Jo- 
2  *  feph  Sheffield,  under  fen- 

tence  of  death  in  Newgate,  found 
means  to  break  out  of  that  prifon, 
though  the  wails  are  fix  feet  thick. 
They  were  brothers ;  and  one  of 
them  being  ill,  he  was,  out  of 
humanity,  removed  from  his  cell 
to  an  upper  room,  where  the  other 
was  fufFered  to  attend  him.  They 
were  bricklayers,  and  in  one  night 
worked  their  way  through  the 
brick-wall,  and  efcaped.  They 
have,  however,  been  retaken  and 
executed,  but  not  before  they  had 
committed  feveral  other  burglaries 
for  their  fubfiftence. 

^  A  court  of  common  coun- 

^  *  cil  was  held  yefterda)’  at 

Guildhall,  at  which  were  prefent 
the  lord-mayor,  Aldermen  Bull, 
Sawbridge,  Lewes,  Homer,  Nevvji- 


ham,  Lee,  and  Wooldridge  ;  when 
the  court  came  to  the  following  re- 
folutions,  viz. 

Refolved,  That  the  fprech  made 
by  the  Right  Hon.  Sir  Fletcher 
Norton,  fpeaker  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  to  his  majefty  on  the 
7th  inftant,  be  entered  in  the  jour¬ 
nals  of  this  court. 

1  nat  the  freedom  of  this  city  be 
prefented  to  the  Right  Hon.  Sir 
Fletcher  Norton,  fpeaker  of  the 
Hon.  Houfe  of  Commons,  for 
having  declared,  in  manly  t  rms, 
the  real  ftate  of  the  nation  to  his 
majefty  on  the  throne,  when  he 
prefented  to  h:m,  for  his  royal 
afient,  the  bill  intitled,  «  An  ad 
for  the  better  fupport  of  his  ma- 
jefty’s  houfhold,  and  of  the  honour 
and  dignity  of  the  crcvvn  of  Great- 
Britain.’ 

That  a  copy  of  the  freedom  of 
this  city,  with  the  resolution  of  the 
court  inferred  therein,  be  deli¬ 
vered  to  the  Right  Hon.  Sir  Flet¬ 
cher  Norton,  in  a  gold  box,  of 
the  v*due  of  50  guineas,  and  the 
lord- mayor  was  defired  to  provide 
the  fame. 

The  following  bills  re-  ,  , 
ceived  the  royal  afient  by  IOia* 
commiffion  : 

Bill  to  prevent  frauds  by  the  * 
venders  of  tea,  detrimental  to  the 
revenues  of  excife. 

•  Bill  for  allowing  a  drawback  on 
tea  exported  to  Ireland. 

Bill  for  regiftering  the  grants  of 
life-annuities,  and  for  the  better 
protedion  of  infants  againft  fuch 
grants. 

Bill  to  difiblve  the  marriage  of 
F.arl  Tyrconnel  from  his  now  wife, 
and  to  enable  him  to  marry  again. 

Bill  to  enable  the  lords  of  the 
treafury  to  compound  for  a  debt 
due  to  the  crown. 

m  i  B.iu, 
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Bill  to  prohibit,  for  a  further  li¬ 
mited  time,  the  importation  of  fo¬ 
reign -wrought  filks  and  velvets, 

■Bill  to  fecure  to  engravers  their 
property  in  the  engraving  branch. 

Bill  to  extend  the  proviiions  of 
an  a 61  for  negociatlng  ppoimlTory 
notes*  and  inland  bills  of  ex¬ 
change,  to  a  certain  lum. 

•  Bill  for  allowing  certain  quan¬ 
tities  of  wheat  to  be  exported  to  the 
Wed  Indies. 

And  to  feveral  inclofure  and  pri¬ 
vate  bills. 

This  day  the  feffions  ended  at 
the  Old  Bailey,  when  James  Lucas 
and  Jo  fin'd)  Harris,  for  felpniouily 
a  haul  ting  Robert  Jiughes  in.  the 
Xflington  flags- coach,  on  the  high¬ 
way,  near  the  Shepherd  and  Shep¬ 
herd  efs,  and  robbing  him  of  two 
half  guineas  and  7  s.  received  fen- 
tence  of  death.  Four  were  ordered 
to  hard  labour  on  board  the  baHaft- 
lighters,  in  cleanfing  the  naviga¬ 
tion  of  the  Thames,  fqrj  three 
years ;  five  were  branded  in  the 
hand,  one  of  whom  was  convicted 
of  manflaughter ;  two  to  be  im- 
prifoned  in  Newgate,  and  two  in 
Clerkenwrll  Bridewell ;  four  were 
lentenced  to  hard  labour  three  years 
in  Bridewell ;  one  to  be  publicly 
whipped;  nine  privately  whipped, 
and  twenty  difeharged  by  procla¬ 
mation, 

^  The  lord-lmayor  held  a 
wardmote  at  Tallow- chan- 
dlerskhall,  for  the  election,  of  an. 
alderman  of  Dowgate-ward,  in  the 
room  of  Sir  Walter  Rawlinfon, 
who  has  refigned  ;  when  John 
Hart,  Efq;  dry- faker,  in  Thames- 
ftreet,  was  duly  defied  vwlthout 
oppofition. 

‘  This'  night’s  Gazette 

^  contains  an  ad  dr  efs  of  tbs 


general  auembly  of  the  church  of 
Scotland  to  his  majefty. 

Peterjburgh ,  May  i.  There  has 
lately  been  publifhed  here  a  date 
of  the  produce  of  the  cuftoms  of  this 
and  other  trading  cities  in  this 
empire  for  a  term  of  thirty  years, 
which  fhews  the  prodigious  in¬ 
crease  In  our  commerce  and  fi¬ 
nances.  In  1724,  the  cuftoms  of 
this  capital  produced  only  10,339 
roubles,  the  year  following  they  _ 
were  doubled  ;  In  two  years  after 
they  amounted  to  84,695  roubles, 
and  in.  1 726  they  exceeded  100,000. 
From  particular  events  they  fell  in 
1741  to  u,ooo3  but  in  1752  they 
produced  203,734,  and  two  years 
after  they  amounted  to  768,058 
roubles;  at  length,  in  1757,  the 
cuftoms  brought  in  1,000,7x3  rou¬ 
bles,  and  we  make  no  doubt,  as 
cur  commerce  has  doubly  increafed 
fmee,  the  fum  produced  is  in  a  like 
proportion.  The  above  is  only  an 
account  of  the  cuftom-houfe  duties 
for  this  city.  From  the  detail  in 
the  above, account  it  appears  that 
our  exports  greatly  exceed  our  im¬ 
ports,  eonfequently  the  balance  of  . 
trade  is  greatly  in  our  favour  ;  and 
particularly  fmee  1757  our  exports 
have  In  a  greater  degree  exceeded 
our  imports  than  before  thatperiod, 
which  has  brought  Into  our  coun¬ 
try  great  riches,  and  we  have  car¬ 
ried  on  many  branches  of  bufinefs 
heretofore  unknown  ill  this  coun¬ 
try.  4 

The  pope  has  figned  an  edi&, 
dated  the  9th  of! aft  month,  which 
will  render  his  reign  ever  memora¬ 
ble,  as  it  tends  to  remove  the 
fhackies  with  v/hich  commerce  was 
burthened  by  the  vaft  duties  the 
Ibrds  of  the  ecclefiaftical  ftate  raifed 
upon  merchandiie  palling  through 

their 
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their  territories,  which  often  made 
common  neceffaries  very  dear.  But 
this  edict  will  be  much  murmured 
at,  as  many  great  families  lofe  by 

it. 

LENT  ASSIZES. 

At  Northampton,  William  Snow, 
convicted  of  murder  at  the  laft 
fummer  ^alTizes  for  this  county 
(but,  in  the  opinion  of  the  twelve 
judges,  his  crime  amounting  to 
manflaughter  only)  was  branded  in 
the  hand,  and  is  to  be  confined  till 
the  1 6th  of  July  next. 

At  Reading,  i  condemned,  but 
reprieved. 

At  Bedford,  i  condemned,  but 
reprieved. 

At  Huntingdom,  i  condemned, 
but  reprieved. 

AtWorcefter,  3  condemned,  tvv<5 
of  whom  were  reprieved. 

At  Cambridge,  1  conde;  ed, 
but  reprieved. 

At  Chelmsford,  1 1  were  con¬ 
demned,  and  left  for  execution. 

At  Shaftefbury,  3  were  con¬ 
demned,  and  4  reprieved. 

At  the  above  affize  a  caufe  was 
tried  between  two  perfons  of  Hor- 
niiham,  in  Wilts.  The  action 
was  brought  for  the  recovery  of  a 
fum  of  money,  which  the  defen¬ 
dant  had  received,  at  various  times, 
in  the  courfe  of  12  years,  from  the 
plaintiff’s  wife.  During  a  dan¬ 
gerous  illnefs,  whCn  her  life  was 
defpaired  of,  the  wife  of  the  plain¬ 
tiff  told  her  bufband,  that  fhe 
could  not  die  in  peace  without  di¬ 
vulging  to  hirn  a  fecret  which  had 
long  made  her  very  uneafy,  viz. 
that  flie  had  had  a  connection  with 
the  defendant,  and  had  given  him, 
at  different  opportunities,  the  fum 
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of4iol.  5  s.  for  the  purpofe  of  mak¬ 
ing  a  provifion  for  her  fon  Jfaac. 
After  a  full  hearing,  the  jury, 
without  going  out  of  court,  gave  a 
verdict  for  the  plaintiff,  and  or¬ 
dered  the  defendant  to  pay  back 
the  whole  money,  with  colts  of 
fuit. 

At  Gloucefter  affizes,  Jofeph 
Armftrong  was  tried  for  petty  trea- 
fon,  in  poifoning  his  mailer’s  lady, 
Mrs.  A’Court.  The  prifoner  was 
hired  into  the  family  by  Captain 
A’Court,  and  fhortly  after  attend¬ 
ed  his  mafter  and  rniftrefs  to  Chel¬ 
tenham.  The  lady  had  expreffed 
her  diilike  at  the  prifoner’s  con¬ 
duct,  and  had  intimated  a  wifh 
that  he  might  be'difeharged  from 
their  fervice.  This  being  known 
to  Armftrong,  he  determined  on 
revenge,  and  by  infufing  fmali 
quantities  of  arfenic  into  his  lady’s 
tea,  ftie  contracted  a  diforder  which, 
carried  her  off  in  ten  days.  The 
jury  found  him  guilty. 

At  the  above  affizes,  3  other  pri¬ 
soners  (among  whom  were  two  re¬ 
markable  female  horfeftealers)  were 
condemned,  one  of  whom  only  was 
refpited.  On  the  morning  on 
which  the  other  was  to  be  executed, 
flie  hung  herfelf  with  a  leather  girth 
in  her  apartment.  She  requelted  to 
be  left  a  few  minutes  by  herfelf, 
and  on  the  return  of  her  friends  fhe 
was  dead. 

At  Ayiefbury,  James  Pace,  a  boy 
about  thirteen  years  old,  was  ca¬ 
pitally  convicted  for  horfe- dealing  ; 
but  has  fince  received  his  majefty’s 
pardon,  on  condition  of  ferving  on 
board  a  man  of  war. 

At  Norwich,  John  Rye  received 
fentence  of  death  for  the  wilful 
murder  of  Jofeph  Spelling  ;  two 
other  prifoners  were  capitally  con- 
[M]  4  vi&ed. 
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vidted  ;  one  of  whom  was  ordered 
for  execution,  the  other  was  re¬ 
prieved. 

At  Kingfton  upon  Thames,  6 
were  capitally  convicted,  and  all 
reprieved. 

At  Lincoln,  James  Lee  was  con¬ 
victed  of  butglary  on  two  feparate 
indictments,  and  left  for  execu¬ 
tion  . 

At  Cheiler,  one  Sam.  Thorley, 
a  -butcher’s  follower,  for  the  wil¬ 
ful  murder  of  Ann  Smith,  a  balJad- 
linger,  about  22  years  of  age.  He 
decoyed  her,  lay  with  her,  mur¬ 
dered  her,  cut  her  to  pieces,  and 
cat  part  of  her.  The  circumdances 
are  too  (hocking  to  relate.  He 
was  convided,  and  has  lince  been 
hung,  in  chains. 

At  Hertford,  10  were  capitally 
convided,  iix  of  whom  were  re¬ 
prieved. 

At  Wincheder,  4  condemned, 
and  2  executed. 

At  Maiddone,  3  were  capitally 
convided,  2  of  whom  were  re¬ 
prieved. 

At  the  fame  affize  came  on  the 
trial  of  Jofeph  Stackpoole,  Efq; 
who  was  indided  upon  the  Black 
Ad,  for  (hooting  at  a  Mr.  Parker, 
in  March  1776,  at  the  Bull  Inn, 
Dartford  ;  when  after  a  long  trial 
he  was  acquitted. 

At  Pool,  a  woman  was  con¬ 
demned  for  dealing  a  mare. 

At  Leiceder,  William  Mee,  late 
of  Loughborough,  vidualler,  was 
tried  and  found  guilty  of  murder¬ 
ing  his  wife,  and  afterwards  exe¬ 
cuted. 

At  Ipfwich,  Edmund  Eafloe  was 
capitally  convided  of  aiding  and 
affixing  in  the  murder  of  Jofeph 
Harpur.  He  immediately  received 
fentence  of  death,  and  was  ordered 
to  be  executed. 


William  Maddox,  alias  Boulton* 
who  was  capitally  convided  at 
Lent  affixes,  1773,  f°r  a  burglary, 
and  efcaped  from  Ipfwich  gaol 
while  under  fentence  of  death,  was 
remanded  back  to  fuller  according 
to  his  former  fentence. 

At  Exeter,  12  received  fentence 
of  death. 

At  Ead  Grindead,  3  were  con¬ 
demned,  butrefpited.  - 

At  Oxford  affixes,  John  Peter 
Le  Matre,  alias  Matra,  was  tried 
for  robbing  the  A  Him  clean  Mufeum 
of  divers  gold  medals,  a  Queen 
Anne’s  five-guinea  piece,  and  two 
gold  chains.  It  appeared  in  evi¬ 
dence,  that  the  prifoner  was  firft 
apprehended  in  Ireland  ;  that  two 
of  the  medals  were  found  at  his 
lodgings,  in  the  drawers  of  a  bu¬ 
reau  of  which  he  had  the  ufe  :  that 
a  third  was  found  fadened  to  the 
fide  of  his  waidcoat,  like  the  en- 
ligri  of  a  honorary  order,  which 
he  wore  as  a  badge,  to  give  him 
confequence.  He  was  convided 
on  the  cleared  evidence;  but  it 
feems  the  crime  did  not  amount  to 
a  capital  felony  ;  and  he  was  fen- 
tenced  tb  work  bn  the  Thames  for 
five  years. 


J  U  N  E. 

This  day,  by  virtue  of  a 
commiffiion  from  his  majedy, 
the  following  bills  received  the 
royal  affient,  viz. 

The  bill  for  railing  a  fum  by 
loans  on  exchequer-bills. 

The  bill  to  prevent  the  ciande- 
dine  practice  of  un  (hipping  goods 
from  on  board  Eaft-Xndia  (hips. 

The  bill  for  fecuring  the  duties 
on  foap  and  yum  imported  from  the 
colonies. 

The 
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The  bill  for  allowing  the  ex¬ 
portation  of  tobacco-pipe  clay  to 
the  Weft-India  iflands. 

The  bill  for  fettling  the  hours  of 
labour,  and  the  prices  of  taking 
apprentices,  in  the  hat-manufac¬ 
tory. 

The  bill  to  allow  the  callico- 
printers  and  dyers  to  employ  jour¬ 
neymen  who  have  not  ferved  a  re¬ 
gular  apprenticefhip  to  the  faid 
trade. 

The  bill  for  the  better  preferva- 
tion  of  the  game  in  Scotland. 

The  bill  for  a  better  fupply  of 
mariners  and  feamen  for  manning 
the  royal  navy. 

The  bill  to  enlarge  the  powers  of 
an  a£l,  for  making  a  navigable  cut 
or  canal,  from  the  river  Dee  near 
Chefter,  to  Nantwich  and  Middle- 
wich,  in  Chefhire. 

The  bill  for  regulating  the  du¬ 
ties  on  damaged  currants  andprunes 
imported. 

And  to  feveral  other  public  and 
private  bills. 

A  new  pleafure-boat,  conftrudled 
of  lheet-iron,  was  lately  launched 
into  the  liver  Fofs,  in  Yorkfhire. 
She  is  twelve  feet  long,  failed  with 
15  perfons,  and  is  fo  light  that  two 
men  may  carry  her. 

,  The  grand  canal  from 
^  Leeds  toLiverpool  was  open¬ 
ed  into  the  river  Aire  at  the  former 
place,  amidft  fucn  a  concourfe  of 
people  as  was  never  feen  in  that 
town  before  ;  fome  computed  them 
at  20,000,  and  others  at  30,000. 
r  1  This  day  his  majefty  went 
01  in  ftate  to  the  Houfe  of  Peers, 
and  gave  the  royal  aflent  to  the 
following  bills  : 

The  bill  for  granting  a  certain 
fum  out  of  the  linking  fund,  for 
the  fervice  of  the  prefent  year. 

For  raifing  a  certain  fum  by  an« 


nuities,  and  for  eftablilhing  a  lot¬ 
tery. 

For  granting  a  duty  on  all  male 
fervants. 

For  granting  certain  duties  on 
auctioneers,  &c. 

Forbuilding  a  new  (hire-hall  and 
gaol  in  Weftmoreland. 

For  promoting  the  refidence  of 
parochial  clergy. 

For  allowing  cods  to  conftables, 
&c.  attending  quarter- feffions. 

For  building  a  bridge  over  the 
river  Severn,  near  Glouceiter,  & c„ 

For  continuing  the  encourage¬ 
ment  of  making  indigo  in  the  plan¬ 
tations,  &c. 

For  enlarging  the  time  appointed 
for  the  firft  meeting  of  the  commif- 
lioners  for  putting  in  execution  cer¬ 
tain  adtsof  this  feftion. 

For  enabling  the  lords  comrnif- 
fioners  of  the  treafury  to  compound 
a  debt  due  to  the  crown, 

A.nd  to  feveral  private  bills; 
after  which  his  majefty  made  a 
moft  gracious  fpeech,  and  pro¬ 
rogued  the  parliament  to  the  21ft: 
of  July  next.  .> 

This  day  a  caufeof  great 
confequence  to  the  inhabi-  101  * 
rants  of  Old-ftreet,  and  parts  ad¬ 
jacent,  was  determined  in  the 
court  ofKing’s-Bench.  The  ques¬ 
tion  was,  whether  the  rneffenger, 
carrying  letters  from  the  penny- 
poft-office  in  London,  had  a  right 
to  demand  of  faid  inhabitants  3 
penny  for  the  delivery  of  each  let¬ 
ter,  over  and  above  the  penny  paid 
at  the  poft-office.  The  caufe  turn¬ 
ed  upon  the  defcription  of  the 
fuburbs  of  London,  and  whether 
Old-ftreet  was  within  that  defcrip¬ 
tion.  The  court  was  of  opinion, 
that  all  the  ftreets  and  houfes  ad¬ 
joining  and  contiguous  to  the  city 
of  London,  and  joining  together 

by 
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hy  one  contiguous  range  of  houfes, 
Kiuft  be  deemed  fuburbs,  and  con- 
jfequently  exempt  from  the  penny 
contended  for , 

The  fame  day  another  queftion 
ef  great  importance  to  the  commer¬ 
cial  part  of  this  kingdom  was  de¬ 
cided.  An  addon  was  .  brought 
again  ft  certain  owners  of  a  fhip, 
for  debts  contracted  by  the  mailer, 
during  his  voyage.  The  owners 
ref u fed  paying  the  demands,  on 
the  grounds  of  fuch  debts  being 
imneceffarily  contracted ;  but  it 
appeared  to  the  court,  that  they 
were  not  only  neceffary,  but  ahfo- 
lately  impoftible  to  be  avoided  ; 
and  therefore  the  owners  b6und  to 
pay.  Lord  M ant  field’s  doClrine 
gave  greater  latitude  to  the  de¬ 
mands  of  creditors^  on  owners  of 
Chips,  for  debts  contracted  by  the 
captains.  All  expences  incurred 
by  the  captains,  on  account  of  the 
fhip,  crew,  or  cargo,  his  lordftiip 
confidere'd  the  owners  as  the' only 
per  Tons  to  whom  the  creditors  could 
fly  for  relief. 

.  Capt.  Kirke  was  ferved  .with  an 
aclion,  by  the  city  folicitor,  for 


illegally  impre  fling  the  city  water¬ 


man 


by  this  mode  of  trying  the 


grand  queftion  of  the  right  of.ra.if- 
jng  an  armament  by  forcing  the 
fubjeCt  into  a  'di  fag  ree  able  fervice,  a 
jury,  and  hot  the  judge,  will  have 
the  power  of  decifion. 


1 2th. 


The  long  depending 
caufe  refpeCting  the  pro¬ 
perty  of  muftc,  was  finally  de¬ 
termined  in  the  court  of  King’s 
Bench,  in  confequence  of  art  blue 
directed  out  of  chancery  :  The 
queftion  was,  whether  mufic  came 
under  the  ftatute  of  Queen  Anne, 


regulating  literary  property?  Af¬ 
ter  hearing  a  fhort  argument  againft 
xauftck’s  being  within  the  law. 


Lord  Mansfield  expreffed  his  fur- 
prize  how  a  gentleman  could  think 
of  making  a  diftinCtion.  So  that 
mufica!  and  literary  property  bow 
ftand  upon  the  fame  ground. 

The  iheriifs,  attended  by  ^ 
the  city  remembrancer,  pre-  “ 

Tented  to  his  majefty  the  petition 
from  the  city  of  London  in  favour 
of  Dr.  Dodd,  another  petition  from 
the  Magdalen  charity  was  prefented 
to  the  queen  ;  as  was  one  from 
Mrs.  Dodd,  delivered  by  herfelf. 
Another  petition  was  afterwards 
prefented  by  Lord  Percy,  figned  by 
upwards  of  twenty  thoufand  of  the 
inhabitants  cf  Weftminfter. 

The  attorney- general,  fo¬ 
licitor -general,  and  Mr. 


I7th. 


Cuft,  came  into  the  court  of  King’s- 
Bench,  to  fupport  the  admiralty  in 
detaining  Miilachip,  who  was 
impreffed.  The  return  of  the  ha¬ 
beas  corpus  being. read,  Mr.  Dun¬ 
ning  got  up  and  informed  the 
court,  that  be  was  not  prepared  at 
that  time  to  debate  the  queftion  ; 
and  that  Serjeant  Glynn  was  ab- 
fent  upon  bufinefs  in  the  citv. 

i.  J 

Lord  Mansfield  entered  very  fully  , 
into  the  prefent  mode  of  making 
returns  to  the  writs  of  habeas  cor¬ 
pus,  which,  he  faid,  being  gene¬ 
ral,  prevented  the  court  from  a  le¬ 
gal  difcuffion  of  the  reafons  upon 
which  the  writ  was  granted,  and 
fuggefted  a  mode  by  which  the  fub¬ 
jeCt  could  more  effectually  get  re¬ 
lief  by  inferring  in  the  return  a 
negative  to  the  point  contended 
for ;  this,  he  faid,  would  bring 
the  queftion  fully  before  the  court, 
which  was  not  to  be  done  by  a  ge¬ 
neral  return.  He  recommended 
this  to  the  confiderarion  of  the 
gentlemen  within  the  bar.  Mr. 
Dunning  declared  his  intention  of 
going  upon  two  grounds ;  firft,  the 

general 
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general  queflion  o-f  impreffmg  : 
fecondly,  the  particular  exemption 
of  Mr.  IVTi  1  larh ip,  as  being  of  the 
Livery.  The  motion  hands  over 
to  a  further  day. 

,  Early  yefterdav  morning  the 
1  L  *  King  of  Sweden,  under  the 
title  of  Count  of  Gothland,  arrived 
in  a  galley  at  Cron  (tad  t,  attended  by 
the  counts  Scheffer  and  Poile,  Ge¬ 
neral  Trolle  who  commanded  the 
galley,  two  chamberlains  and  a  fe- 
cretary  ;  and  landing  at  Oranien- 
baum,  proceeded  with  Baron  Nol- 
ken  to  Peterfburgh,  where  he  did 
Count  Panin  the  honour  of  a  vifit, 
and  afterwards  d;ned  at  Baron 
Nolken’s  with  Count  Panin,  who 
fet  out  immediately  afcer  dinner 
for  Zarfco  Zelo  to  announce  the 
arrival  of  the  Count  of  Gothland, 
whom  Baron  Nolken  attended  thi¬ 
ther.  The  emprefs  received  her 
illuftrious  vilitor  with  every  mark 
of  friendfhip  ;  and  presented  the 
Great  Duke  and  Duchefs  to  him. 
After  going  to  the  play,  and  Tup¬ 
ping  with  her  imperial  majefty, 
the  count  returned  to  town,  and 
lodged  at  Baron  Nolken’s. 

His  excellency  the  Nea- 
I9cn*  politan  ambaffador  was  at¬ 
tacked  in  his  carriage,  in  Gror/e- 
nor-fquare,  by  four  footpads,  one 
of  whom  prefented  a  piflol  to  his 
coachman,  two  more,  one  to  each 
of  the  footmen,  while  the  fourth 
robbed  his  excellency  of  his  gold 
watch  and  money.  They  attempt¬ 
ed  to  take  his  ring  ;  but  as  it  could 
not  eafily  be  got  off  his  finger,  they 
offered  no  violence,  but  made  their 
efcape  yvithout  it. 

,  This  day  a  common-hall 
24th*  was  held  at  Guildhall  for 
the  ele&ion  of  Sheriffs,  Chamber- 
lain,  and  other  officers,  for  the 
year  enfuing ;  when  Mr,  Wagner, 
I 


hatter  in  Pall-mall,  and  Mr. 
Franks,  merchant  in  this  city^ 
were  elected  Sheriffs  without  oppo- 
fition. 

Next  came  on  the  eleftion  for 
Cha  mberlain  ;  the  candidates  were 
Mr.  Alderman  Wilkes  and  Benja-* 
min  Hopkins,  Efq;  the  late  Cham¬ 
berlain,  when  the  Sheriffs  declared 
the  majority  of  hands  to  be  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  Mr.  Hopkins  ;  but  a  poll 
was  demanded  by  the  friends  of 
Mr.  Wilkes,  which  began  at  three 
o’clock,  and  clofed  at  five  that 
evening. 

An  alarm  was  given  to  . 
the  king,  in  going  to  the  * 
theatre  in  the  Hay-market,  by  a 
mad-woman,  who  broke  the  glafs 
of  his  majefly’s  chair,  and  threa¬ 
tened  other  violence  ;  but  was  in- 
ftantly  feized  and  confined. 

The  newalliarice  between  France 
and  the  Swifs  Cantons  was  this  day 
ratified. 

A  remonflrance  has  been  fent, 
within  thefe  few  days,  to  the  court 
of  France,  and  to  the  Hague,  re- 
fpecting  the  affulance  afforded  the 
Americans,  by  their  fubjects  trad¬ 
ing  with  them,  and  giving  them  to 
underhand  that  the  fhips  of  any 
power  fo  trading  will  be  made 
prizes  of. 

This  day  the  Pvev.  Dr.  , 
Dodd  was  carried,  in  a  /  v 
mourning-coach,  attended  by  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Villette,  the  Ordinary  of 
Newgate,  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Dobey, 
from  Newgate  to  the  place  of  exe¬ 
cution. 

Upon  the  arrival  of  the  coach 
at  the  place  of  execution,  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Villette,  the  Ordinary,  and 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Dobey,  got  out  of 
the  carriage,  and  went  with  Dr. 
Dodd  into  the  cart,  where  they 
prayed  by  him,  and  after  fome  fur- 
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ther  time  fpent  in  prayer,  by  him- 
fe If,  he  took  an  affe&ionate  leave 
of  the  above  clergymen  :  he  then 
put  on  a  cap,  and  pulled  it  over 
his  eyes,  and  with  the  other  convict 
was  turned  cfF.  The  time  the  doc¬ 
tor  was  in  the  cart  was  about  half 
an  hour.  He  behaved  through  the 
whole  with  great  fortitude. 

Some  Account  of  the  Charge  exhibited 
again]}'  Mr.  Platt,  no-iv  in  New- 

Stte,  for  Treafon ,  &c. 

e  was  one  of  eight  or  ten  men 
who  failed  in  a  fchooner  from 
Georgia,  by  order  of  the  Provin¬ 
cial  Congrefs,  to  Hop  Capt.  Mait¬ 
land’s  ftiip,  bound  for  St.  Au- 
guftine,  in  Florida,  and  to  take 
out  of  her  fome  powder  and  'arms ; 
which  they  did,  to  the  amount  of 
250  barrels,  and  feveral  chefts  of 
arms,  Ike.— This  powder  and  arms 
they  landed  at  fome  port  in  Geor¬ 
gia,  then  in  oppofition  to  govern¬ 
ment.— Mr.  Platt  was  afterwards, 
by  authority  of  the  Congrefs,  en¬ 
gaged  in  carrying  on  a  contraband 
trade  with  fome  of  the  French  or 
Hutch  iflands ;  in  the  profecution 
of  which  lie  was  ta&en  by  ope  of 
Admiral  Gay  ton’s  .fquadron,  and 
carried  into  Jamaica,  where  his 
ihip  and  cargo  were  condemned, 
and  himfelf  fent  to  prifon,  to  an- 
fvver  a  charge  laidagainil  him,  for 
carrying  on  a  correfpondence  with 
his  majefty’s  enemies,  feveral  let¬ 
ters  having  been  found  in  his  pof- 
feffion,  directed  to  the  Congrefs  at 
Georgia  and  Charles-Town. — -On 
a  hearing  before  a  proper  court  and 
judges,  a  Hern  bled  for  this  bufinefs, 
nothing  material  was  found  again  If 
him;  but  as  the  carrying  on  fuch. 
bufinefs  with  Congreffes  was  a  new 
offence,  it  was  judged  proper  to 
fend  him  home  to  England,  with 
all  the  letters  and  papers  in  quef- 


tiort-^When  he  came  to  England, 
he  was  committed  to  Portfmouth 
prifon,  until  the  matter  was  pro¬ 
perly  enquired  into  ;  and  nothing 
Hill  appearing  that  would  affed  ei¬ 
ther  his  life  or  liberty,  he  was  dis¬ 
charged  ,  with  an  offer  of  his  paf- 
fage  back  to  America.  This  he 
refufed  ;  and  demanded  a  copy  of 
the  warrant  of  commitment,  in  or¬ 
der  to  proceed  againff  thofe  who 
had  a  hand  in  confining  him. 
Upon  his  application  for  this,  it 
was  judged  proper  to  commit  him 
to  prifon,  on  the  evidence  of  two 
of  Capt.  Maitland’s  men,  to  an- 
fwer  for  the  charge  of  treafon,  and 
piracy  committed  on  board  his 
£hip  off  Georgia  bar,  in  Morth- 
America,  as  the  words  of  his  mi- 
timus  fet  forth. 

Paris ,  May  6.  Letters  patent 
have  been  tranfrnitted  to  parlia¬ 
ment  refpedting  a  loan  of  ten  mil¬ 
lions,  borrowed  at  Genoa,  at  a  low 
intereft,  but  which  that  Republic 
requires  (hall  be  regiftered  by  the 
parliament. 

Berlin,  May  19.  The  king,  wil¬ 
ling  to  eternize  the  memory  of  fuch 
of  his  generals  as  fignalized  them- 
felves,  and  loft  their  lives  in  de¬ 
fence  of  their  country,  has  refolved 
to  erect  their  ftatues  in  marble 
in  this  capital,  in  a  place  fixed  on 
by  his  majefty.  That  of  General 
Svverin  is  already  erefted  ; }  Gene¬ 
ral  Winderfeldt’s  will  be  placed 
oppolite  ;  and  the  Generals  Kleift 
and  Keith  will  foon  be  placed  U£4i* 
them. 

Died,  Capt.  James Gilchrift,  of 
the  navy.  He  was  eminently  diG 
tinguifhed  for  his  valour  in  the  iaft 
war  with  France  and  Spain,  when 
he  commanded  his  majefty’s  fhip 
the  Southampton. 

Mrs.  Jane  Davis,  a  maiden  lady, 

aged 
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aged  1 13  years,  at  Hackney.  She 
was  born  in  the  reign  of  King 
Charles  the  fecond,  and  enjoyed 
fome  poll  under  Queen  Anne.  She 
retained  all  her  lenfes  perfect  to 
the  laft. 

Mrs.  Margaret  Baife,  a  widow 
lady,  at  Stockvvell,  in  Surry,  aged 
107. 


JULY. 

a  This  day  came  on  to  be 

tried,  before  the  Lord  Chief 
Juftice  Mansfield,  a  caufe,  the  moft 
extraordinary  that,  perhaps,  ever 
happened  in  this  or  any  other 
country,  refpe&ing  the  fex  of  the 
Chevalier  D’Eon,  formerly  am- 
baffador  from  France  to  the  court 
of  England,  &c. 

The  aclion  was  brought  by  Mr. 
Hayes,  furgeon,  in  Leiceiter- fields, 
againil  one  Jacques,  a  broker  and 
under-writer,  for  the  recovery  of 
fe<ven  hundred  pounds ,  the  faid  Mr. 
Jacques  having,  about  fix  years 
ago,  received  premiums  of  fifteen 
guineas  per  cent,  for  every  one  of 
which  he  flood  engaged  to  return 
one  hundred  guineas ,  whenever  it 
lhould  be  proved  that  the  Chevalier 
D’Eon  was  aflually  a  woman. 

Mr.  Bailer  opened  the  caufe  as 
counfel  for  Mr.  Hayes.  He  Hated 
the  fdirnefs  of  the  tranfaflion,  and 
the  juflifiable  nature  of  the  de¬ 
mand,  as  Mr.  Hayes,  the  plaintiff, 
thought  himfelf  now  to  be  in  pof- 
feffion  of  that  proof  which  would 
determine  the  fex  of  the  Chevalier 
D’Eon,  and  for  ever  render  the 
cafe  indifputab'e. 

In  proof  of  the  fadl,  Mr.  Le 
Goux,  a  furgeon,  was  the  firft  wit- 
nefs  called.  He  gave  his  teflimony 
to  the  following  effedl : 


“  That  he  had  been  acquainted 
with  the  Chevalier  D’Eon,  'from 
the  time  when  the  Duke  de  Niver- 
nois  refided  in  England  in  quality 
of  ambaffador  from  the  court  of 
E ranee — That,  to  his  certain 
knowledge,  the  perfon  called  the 
Chevalier  D’Eon  was  a  woman.” 

Being  clofely  interrogated  by  the 
counfel  for  the  defendant,  as  to 
the  mode  of  his  acquiring  fuch  a 
degree  of  certainty  relative  to  the 
fex  or  the  party,  Mr.  De  Gpux 
gave  this  fatisfaftory  account  of  the 
matter : 

“  That  about  five  years  ago, 
he  was  called  in  by  the  Chevalier 
D’Eon,  to  lend  his  profeflional  aid 
for  her  affillance — That  the  Che¬ 
valier  D’Eon,  unfortunately  for 
herfelf  as  well  as  her  fex,  labour¬ 
ed,  at  that  time,  under  a  diforder 
which  rendered  an  examination  of 
the  afhidted  part  abfolutely  necef- 
fary — That  this  examination  led 
of  cOurfe  to  that  difeovery  of  the 
fex  of  which,  Mr.  Le  Goux  was 
now  enabled  to  give  fuchfatisfadtory 
teflimony.” 

The  fecond  witnefs  called  on 
the  part  of  the  plaintiff  was  Mr. 
De  Morande.  He  fwore,  “  that, 
fo  long  ago  as  the  3d  of  July,  1774, 
the  Chevalier  D’Eon  made  a  free 
difclofure  of  her  fex  to  the  witnefs 
— That  Ihe  had  even  proceeded  fo 
far  as  to  difplay  her  bofom  on  the 
occafion — That,  in  confequence  of 
this  difclofure  of  fex,  Ihe,  the 
Chevalier  D’Eon,  had  exhibited 
the  contents  of  her  female  ward¬ 
robe,  which  confided  cf  facques, 
petticoats,  and  other  habiliments 
calculated  for  feminine  ufe — That, 
on  the  faid  3d  day  of  July,  1774, 
the  witnefs  paid  a  morniug-vifk 
to  the  Chevalier  D’Eon,  and,  find¬ 
ing  her  in  bed,  accofled  her  in  a 

ftile 
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ftile  of  gallantry  refpe&ing  her 
fex — That  fo  far  from  being  of¬ 
fended  with  this  freedom,  the  fald 
chevalier  deftred  the  witnefs  to  ap¬ 
proach  nearer  to  her  bed,  and  then 
permitted  him  to  have  manual 
proof  of  her  being  in  truth  a  very 
woman.3’ 

Mr.  Mansfiejd,  on  the  part  of 
the  defendant,  pleaded  that  this 
was  one  of  th.oie  gambling,  inde¬ 
cent,  and  unneceffary  cafes,  that 
ought  never  to  be  permitted  to 
come  into  a  court  of  juftice  ;  that, 
befides  the  inutility  and  indecency 
of  the  cafe,  the  plaintiff  had  taken 
advantage  of  his  client,  being  in 
poffefiion  of  intelligence  that  ena¬ 
bled  him  to  lay  s  with  greater  cer¬ 
tainty,  although  with  fuch  great 
odds'  on  his  fide  ;  that  th-e  plain¬ 
tiff,  at  the  time  of  laying  the  wager, 
knew  that  the  court  of  France 
treated  with  the  chevalier  as  a  wo¬ 
man,  tor  grant  her  a.  penftqn  ;  and 
that  the  French  court  muft  have 
feme  ftrong  circumftanc'es  to  im¬ 
bibe  that  idea,  therefore  he  hoped 
the  jury  would  reprobate  fuch  wa¬ 
gers.  The  defendant’s  counfel  did 
not  attempt  to  contradift  the  plain¬ 
tiff’s  evidence,  by  proving  the  maf- 
culine  gender. 

Lord  Mansfield  expreffed  his  ab¬ 
horrence  of  the  whqle  tranfaftiori', 
and  the  more  fo,  their  bringing  it 
into  a  court  of  juftice,  when  it 
might  have  been  fettled  elfewhere, 
wiftung  it  had  been  in  his  power, 
in  concurrence  with  the  jury,  to 
have  made  both  parties  lofe  ;  but 
as  the  law  had  not  exprefsly  prohi¬ 
bited  it,  and  the  wager  was  laid, 
the  queftion  before  them  was,  who 
had  won?  His  lordfhip  obferved, 
that  the  indecency  of  the  proceed¬ 
ing  arofe  more  from  the  unnecef¬ 
fary  queftionsaiked,  than  from  the 


cafe  itfelf ;  that  the  witneffes  had 
declared  they  perfectly  knew  the 
Chevalier  D’Eon  to  be  a  woman  % 
if  (he  is  not  a  woman,  they  are  cer¬ 
tainly  perjured  ;  there  was,  there¬ 
fore,  no  need  of  enquiring  how 
and  by  what  methods  they  knew 
it,  which  was  all  the  indecency. 

As  to  the  fraud  fuggefted,  of  the 
plaintiff’s  knowing  more  than  the 
defendant,  he  feemed  to  think 
there  was  no  foundation  for  it. 
liis  lerdfnip  then  recited  a  wager 
entered  into  by  two  gentlemen  in 
his  own  prefence,  about  the  dimen- 
iions  of  the  Venus  de  Medicis,  for 
look  One  of  the  gentlemen  faid, 
f(  I  will  not  deceive  you  ;  I  tell 
you  fairly  I  have  been  there,  and 
meafured  it  myfelf.”  Well  (fays 
the  other)  and  do  you  think  I 
would  be  fuch  a  fool  as  to  lay  if  I 
had  not  meafured  it  ?— J  will  lay 
for  all  that.” 

His  lordfhip  then  went  on  to 
ftate  to  the  jury,  that  this  chevalier 
had  publickly  appeared  as  a  man, 
had  been  employed  by  the  court  of^ 
France  as  a  man,  as  a  military 
man,  in  a  civil  office,  and  as  a  mi- 
nifter  of  ftate  here  and  in  Ruffia  ; 
that  there  was  all  the  prefumption 
againft  the  plaintiff,  and  the  onus 
probandi  lay  upon  him,  which 
might  never  have  been  come  at  ; 
for  it  appeared,  the  only  propeft- 
tion  of  a  difeovery  of  fex  that  had 
been  made  to  the  chevalier,  by 
fome  gentlemen  upon  an  excurfion, 
had  been  refented  by  D’Eon,  who 
hadinftantly  quitted  their  company 
on  that  account:  it  might  there¬ 
fore  have  never  been  in  his  power 
to  have  proved  his  wager,  but  for 
fome  accidental  quarrels  between 
D’Eon  and  fome  of  her  coun¬ 
trymen.  His  lordfhip  was  there¬ 
fore  of  opinion,  that  the  jury 

would 
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would  find  a  verdift  for  the  plain¬ 
tiff. 

The  jury,  without  hefitation, 
gave  a  verdift  for  the  plaintiff, 
700].  and  40s. 

The  fame  day  a  court  of  aider- 
men  was  held  at  Guildhall,  when 
Sir  Charles  Afgill  refigned  his  gown 
as  alderman  of  Candlewick  ward. 
Sir  Charles  Afgill  was  chofen  aider- 
man  in  the  year  1749. 

Mr.  Wa  gner,  citizen  and  haber- 
dafher,  lately  elected  Iheriff,  paid 
his  fine  to  be  exculed  from  ferving 
the  faid  ofiice  ;  and  Mr.  Hodgfon 
attended  on  behalf  of  Mr.  Franks, 
and  produced  a  commilfion  from 
Lord  Percy,  appointing  him  de¬ 
puty  lieutenant  of  Middlefex,  in 
order  to  his  being  excufed  from 
the  office  of  fheriff,  which  plea  the 
court  would  not  allow,  and  ordered 
Mr.  Franks  to  attend  the  next 
court,  to  give  bond  to  take  on  him 
the  faid  office. 

ncj  Was  tried  before  Lord 
3  Mansfield,  and  a  fpecial  jury, 
at  Guildhall,  a  caufe  wherein  John 
Robin fon,  Efq;  fecretary  to  Lord 
North,  was  plaintiff,  and  Henry. 
Sampfon  Woodfall,  printer  of  the 
Public  Advertifer,  was  defendant. 
The  fubjedt  of  the  declaration  was 
a  letter  figned.  One  out  of  the 
Secret,  printed  in  the  Public  Ad¬ 
vertifer  of  Thurfday,  May  29,  in 
which  feveral  liberties  were  taken 
with  the  plaintiff’s  character  ;  the 
writer  not  only  pietty  roundly  af- 
ferting  that  Mr.  Robinfon  had  a 
fellow  feeling  with  Meffrs.  Muir 
and  A'tkinlon,  in  their  contradls 
with  government;  but  infinuacing, 
in  flrong  terms,  that  Lord  North 
was  not  altogether  free  from  impu¬ 
tation  ;  and  that  as  in  criminal 
caufes,  the  aft  of  the  fervant  was 
coniidered  in  the  courts  of  law  as 
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the  aft  of  the  mailer;  fo,  on  the 
ground  of  corruption,  if  it  was  evi¬ 
dent  that  the  fecretary  to  the  trea- 
fury  was  liable  to  a  challenge,  it 
was  fair  to  infer-,  that  the  firit  lord 
of  that  board  was-  a  proper  objedi 
of  fufpicion.  The  jury,  after  con- 
fidering  a  ffiort  time,'  found  the 
defendant  guilty  in  forty  (hillings 
damages,  and  colls  of  fuit. 

At  tvvelveo’clock,  the  lord- 
mayor,  aldermen,  &c.  went  ^ "• 
upon  the  huftings,  at  Guildhall, 
when  the  numbers  on  the  poll  of 
each  candidate  for  the  office  of 
chamberlain  were  declared,  which 
were,  for  Mr.  Hopkins  2132,  for 
Mr.  Wilkes  1228,  upon  which  Mr. 
Hopkins  was  declared  duly  eledled  ; 
afterwards  the  lord-mayor  proceed¬ 
ed  to  St.  Michael’s  church.  Crook¬ 
ed-lane,  to  hold  a  wardmote  for 
the  eleclion  of  an  alderman  of 
Candlewick-vvar'd,  in  the  room  of 
Sir  Charles  Afgill,  who  has  refign- 
ed  his  gown,  when  Mr.  Wright, 
in  partnerfhip  with  Mr.  Gill,  Sta¬ 
tioner,  in  Abchurch  -  lane,  was 
eiefted  without  oppolitio.n. 

This  day  at  two  o’clock,  an  exr 

prefs  came  to - Adair,  Efq;  ia 

Argyle-ftreet,  from  Rome,  with  an 
account  of  his  Royal  Highnefs  the 
Duke  of  Glouceller  lying  at  the 
point  of  death.  Mr.  Adair  im¬ 
mediately  watted  on  his  majelly 
with  the  melancholy  account.  His 
majefty  expreffed  his  defue  for  Mr. 
Adair  and  Dr.  Jebb’s  Letting  out 
immediately  for  Rome,  to  render 
his  royal  brother  all  the  afiiftance 
in  their  power;  in  confequence  of 
which  they  both  (et  out  i or  Rome 
that  evening. 

A  woman  was  convifted  at  , 
the  Guildhall,  Weflminfter,  5 
for  going  in  man’s  cloaths,  and 
being  married  to  three  different 

women 
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women  by  a  fictitious  name,  and 
for  defrauding  them  of  their  mo¬ 
ney  and  cloaths :  She  was  fentenc- 
ed  to  Hand  in  the  pillory  at  Char- 
ing-crofs,  and  to  be  imprifoned 
fix  months. 

*  This  day  the  trials  ended 
at  the  Old  Bailey,  when  Mr. 
Recorder  palled  fentence  of  death 
upon  13  capital  convitts. 

Sarah  Thomas,  for  manllaugh- 
ter,  was  branded,  and  ordered  to 
be  imprifoned  three  months  in 
Newgate. 

One  was  fentenced  to  hard  la¬ 
bour  on  the  Thames  for  fix  years, 
four  for  four  years,  and  ten  for 
three  years. 

Four  were  fentenced  to  hard  la¬ 
bour  in  the  houfe  of  correction  for 
th  ree  years. 

Twelve  were  branded  in  the 
hand  ;  four  of  whom  are  to  be  im¬ 
prifoned  fix  months  in  Newgate 
(in  which  number  is  Mrs.  Welt) 
and  one  for  one  month  ;  one  for  a 
year  in  the  houfe  of  correction,  five 
for  fix  months,  and  one  for  three 
months,  in  the  fame  prifon  ;  five 
ordered  to  be  whipped,  and  27 
were  difcharged  by  proclama¬ 
tion. 

Lately  came  on  to  be  heard  be¬ 
fore  the  chancellor,  a  caufe  in 
which  Sir  John  Sr.  Aubyn  was 
complainant,  and  feverai  citizens 
defendants.  The  intent  of  plain¬ 
tiff’s  bill  was  to  deftroy  feverai  an¬ 
nuity-bonds  entered  into  for  the 
benefit  of  the  defendants,  when 
the  plaintiff  was  but  17  years  of 
age,  a  fcholar  at  Weftminfter 
ichool,  and  incapable  of  judging 
of  the  nature  of  the  fecwfities  he 
was  induced  to  grant.  In  order 
the  more  readily  to  obtain  the 
money  he  wanted  to  fupply  his  ex¬ 
travagancies,  he  procured  a  fchool- 


fellow  juft  come  of  age  to  join  with 
him  in  the  bonds,  to  whom  he 
pledged  his  honour  for  the  repay¬ 
ment  of  every  fum  fo  borrowed,  fo 
foon  as  he  fhould  come  of  age. 
The  chancellor  directed  the  mafter 
to  take  an  account  of  all  monies 
really  advanced';  and  that,  on  the 
re-payment  of  fuch  fums,  with  in- 
tereft  for  the  fame  after  the  rate 
of  4  per  cent,  the  bonds,  fecuri- 
ties,  &c.  fhould  all  be  delivered 
up. 

Verfailles ,  July  9.  Laft  Sunday 
the  Duke  of  Aubigny,  peer  of 
France,  Duke  of  Richmond  in  Eng¬ 
land,  and  of  Lennox  in  Scotland, 
had  the  honour  to  return  thanks  to 
his  majefty  for  his  peerage,  re- 
gifiered  in  parliament  the  ill  of 
this  month. 

This  day  the  livery  af-  ^ 
fembled  in  common  hall  at  IO  ie 
Guildhall,  in  order  to  choofe  two 
gentlemen  to  ferve  as  fheriffs  for 
the  year  enfuing.  Me  firs,  Wagner 
and  Franks,  who  were  chofen  on 
Midfummer  day  la  ft,  having  paid 
their  fines  of  600I.  each  to  be  ex- 
cufed  ferving  that  office,  when 
Meftrs.  W'rench  and  Trotter,  were 
declared  eleCted. 

About  this  time  the  city  of  Dub¬ 
lin  was  thrown  into  the  utmoft 
confirmation  by  the  appearance  of 
the  American  privateers  on  this 
coaft.  A  ftop  was  put  to  all  trade. 
Not  one  of  the  iinen  fhips,  that 
were  loaded  for  Chefter  fair,  were 
fuftered  to  depart,  upon  which  ac¬ 
count  the  fair  was  poftponed  for 
fome  time.  The  lord-lieutenant 
thought  it  expedient,  left  the  Ame¬ 
ricans  fhould  make  any  attempt 
upon  the-  Ihipping  in  the  harbour, 
to  order  cannon  from  the  arfenal, 
to  form  two  batteries  to  defend  the 
entrance  of  iu 
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.  .  ,  A  common  hall  was  held 
Ij>  at  Guildhall  for  the  elec¬ 
tion  of  fheriffs  for  this  city  and 
county  of  Middlefex,  in  the  room 
of  MefTrs.  Wrench  ard  Trotter, 
the  firlt  being  dead,  and  the  other 
having  paid  his  fine  ;  when  all 
the  aldermen  who  had  not  ferved 
the  office,  and  the  following  gen¬ 
tlemen  who  had  been  drank  to,  viz. 
Richard  Budworth,  Efq;  coach- 
maker  and  coach  harnefs-maker  ; 
Charles  Vere,  Efq;  goldfmith  ; 
William  Nafh,  Elq;  tin-phte 
worker  ;  Robert  Mackrerh,  Efq; 
vintner;  John  Curfon,  Efq;  vint¬ 
ner;  James  Savage,  Efq;  cooper; 
and  Philip  Rowden,  Efq;  vintner, 
were  put  up;  the  fhew  of  hands 
appearing  for  Richard  Budworth, 
Efq;  ana  Charles  Vere,  Efq;  they 
were  declared  duly  ele&ed. 

1 8th  rnaJe^y  *n  council 

Was  this  day  pleafed  to  or¬ 
der,  that  the  parliament,  which 
fiands  prorogued  to  Monday  the 
21  If  cf  this  ioft.  July,  fhould  be 
further  prorogued  to  Thnrfday  the 
1 8 1 h  of  September  next. 

Ext  rad  of  a  letter  from  Rome, 
June  2f 

An  excavation  has  been  made 
in  the  celebrated  houfe  of  Diocle- 
fian,  for  the  benefit  of  the  proprie¬ 
tors,  in  order  to  fearch  for  anti¬ 
quities  ;  and  in  a  vault  was  found 
a  painting  of  Venus,  holding  in 
her  hand  a  tree,  from  the  branches 
of  which  feveral  Cupids  are  drop¬ 
ping.  This  piece  is  allowed  to  be 
of  great  beauty  and  ineftimable 
worth.  In  making  a  like  fearch 
at  Fallerone,  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Apoflolic  chamber,  an  antique 
chandelier  of  metal  has  been 
found,  about  a  yard  high,  the 
middle  of  rock  cryfial,  and  of  a 
molt  rare  and  curious  ftrudture. 

Vo  l  ,  XX. 


A  common-hall  was  held 
at  Guildhall  for  the  choice 
of  two  gentlemen  to  ferve  the  office 
of  fheriif  fcr  the  yuar  enfuing,  in 
the  room  of  Richard  Budworth  and 
Charles  Vere,  E<qrs.  the  former  of 
which  is  excufed  for  infufiiciency* 
and  the  latter  has  paid  his  fine. 
V/hen  the  feveral  gentlemen  who 
had  been  drank  to  had  been  put 
up,  a  majority  appeared  for  Wil¬ 
liam  Nalh,  Efq;  tin-plate  workerj 
but  the  flierirrs  being  doubtful  con¬ 
cerning  Robert  Mackreth  and  John 
Curfon,  Efqrs.  thefe  two  were  put 
up  again,  and  Mr.  Curfon  appear¬ 
ed  to  have  the  majority.  He  was 
■accordingly  declared,  with  Mr. 
Nafh,  fheriff  eledt  for  the  enfuing 
year. 

Mr.  Mackreth  was  before  Mr. 
Curfon  on  the  lift,  but  being  in 
parliament,  the  livery  thought  he 
would  plead  privilege,  and  there¬ 
fore  chofe  Mr.  Curfon. 

The  report  was  made  to  , 
his  majefty  of  the  convidts  25ll° 
under  fentence  of  death  in  New¬ 
gate,  when  the  following  were  or¬ 
dered  for  execution  on  Wednefday 
the  6th  of  Augufl  next:  —  John 
Whitaker,  and  Edward  Lynch,  for 
burglarioufjy  breaking  open  the 
dwelling-houfe  of  Mr.  Sims,  in 
W  id  eg  a  te  -  a  3  3  y ,  B  i  fh  op  fg  a  te-  fir  ee  1 1 
and  healing  a  metal  watch  and 
other  things,  the  property  of  the 
faid  Mr.  Sims,  and  about  4000 
yards  of  lace,  fome  aprons,  &e.  the 
property  of  Mrs.  Anderion.  Tho¬ 
mas  Brady,  alias  B  re  ary,  and  John 
Cox,  for  breaking  in  the  day-time 
(no  pcrfon  being  therein)  into  the 
dwelling-houfe  of  Mrs.  Wadham, 
in  Berners-flreet,  Oxford-road,  and 
healing  a  great  quantity  of  wear¬ 
ing  apparel  and  linen,  gold 
watches,  diamond  rings,  and  va- 

[Ar]  rious 
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rious  other  articles,  to  the  amount 
of  near  ioool.  Thomas  Mafh  and 
William  Harfnett,  for  burglariouf- 
jy  breaking  open  the  dwelling- 
houfe  of  Thomas  Senbrook,  the 
Two  Swans,  Bilhopfgate  dreet, 
and  dealing  a  quantity  of  linen 
cloth,  muflin,  cambist,  &c.  the 
property  of  Robert  Corbat.  James 
Stride,  Samuel  Rudd,  William 
Miles,  for  affaulting  Jean  jofeph 
Warm  in  St.  James’s  Park,  and 
robbing  him  of  thirteen  guineas. 

The  following  were  refpited,. 
during  his  majedy’s  pleafare  :  — 
David  Guefs,  for  burglarioufly 
breaking  open  the  dwelling  hcuie 
of  Elizabeth  Pollard  at  Hoxton, 
and  dealing  three  guineas,  a  Elver 
watch,  four  tea  fpoons.  &c.  Tho¬ 
mas  Hamilton,  for  burglarioufly 
breaking  open  the  houfe  of  Tho¬ 
mas  Perry,  at  Enfield,  and  dealing 
three  pair  of  (beets,  two  coats,  a 
bat.  Sic.  William  Buxton,  for  af- 
fauking  the  lady  of  Solomon  Snell, 
on  the  highway*  between  Hanwell 
and  Southall,  and  robbing  her  of 
Pome  money.  Sarah  Chaulk,  for 
dealing,  in  the  dwelling-  houfe  of 
Mr.  Norton,  a  large  quantity  of 
wearing-apparel,  linen,  laces,  and 
other  articles  to  a  large  amount, 
the  property  of  Mary  Pereira. 

£  The  lord- mayor  held  a 

general  court  at  Bridewell 

CD 

Hofpital,  when  Brackley  Kennet, 
Efq;  alderman,  was  unanimously 
elected  preddent  of  that  and  Beth- 
lem  Hofpitals,  in  the  room  of  Sir 
Walter  Rawlinfon,  who  has  resign¬ 
ed  his  gown. 

Died,  Mr.  Robert  Hill,  taylor, 
at  Buckingham.  He  had  been 
confined  to  his  bed  about  a  year 
and  a  half,  during  which  time  he 
employed  Each  of  his  hours,  as  he 
was  enabled  to  dr  up,  in  his  favou« 

-it  " 


rite  dudy  of  the  Old  Tedament  in 
the  Hebrew  tongue,  which,  as  he 
often  expreffed  himfelf,  now  more 
than  paid  him  for  the  extraordinary 
trouble  it  had  cod  him  to  acquire  it 
in  the  earlier  part  of  his  life.  More 
remarkable  incidents  in  the  life  of 
this  man  are  given  by  the  late  Mr, 
Spence,  in  a  Trait  i n ti tied  “  A 
Comparifon  between  Maglibechi 
©f  Florence,  and  a  man  fcarce  heard 
of  in  England.’3 


AUGUST. 

This  day  Mr.  Akerman  ^ 
waited  on  the  Newgate  com¬ 
mittee,  and  acquainted  the  gen¬ 
tlemen  with  the  prefent  date  of  the 
jail,  and  the  daring  and  ungo¬ 
vernable  behaviour  of  the  Moor- 
fields  rioters,  fentenced  to  long 
imprifonment  fome  time  fince  by 
the  court  at  Hicks’s-Hall.  Mr.. 
Akerman  accounted  for  this  im¬ 
proper  conduit,  and  imputed  its 
having  got  to  fuch  a  head,  to  his 
not  having  any  places  to  lock  up 
thofe  who  behaved  ill  5  the  cells 
built  for  refraitory  prifoners  being 
now,  of  neceffity,  occupied  by  the 
conviits,  and  mud  continue  fo  to 
be  occupied  till  the  jail  is  entirely 
dnifhed.  The  committee  entered 
upon  the  immediate  confideration 
of  the  cafe,  and  have  given  orders 
that  there  may  be  forthwith  erect¬ 
ed,  in  a  convenient  part  of  the 
quadrangle,  fome  feparate  rooms 
for  the  purpofe  mentioned  ;  and 
that  the  fide  of  the  prifon,  the 
weaknefs  of  which  Was  known  to, 
and  turned  to  advantage  by  the 
two  Sheffields,  to  be  faced  with 
large  done,  and  rendered  as  fecure 
as  poffible.  They  alfo  relolved  to 
give  Mr.  Akerman  every  counte¬ 
nance 
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nance  and  afftftance  neceffary  to 
preferve  the  full  authority  and 
power  in  the  prifon,  which  his 
lituation  as  a  keeper  obvioufly  re¬ 
quires. 

James  Strode  and  William 
W’ales,  two  foldiers,  for  a 
robbery  in  St.  James’s  Park  ;  Tho¬ 
mas  NaD  and  William  Harfnett, 
for  houle  breaking ;  John  Cox  and 
Thomas  Brady,  for  robbing  the 
houle  of  Mrs.  Wadham,  in  Ber¬ 
ners  ftreet,  to  the  amount  of  loool. 
and  Ed  ward  Lynch,  for  houfe- 
breaking ;  were  executed  at  Ty¬ 
burn,  according  to  their  fentence. 
One  John  Whitaker  was  almolt 
miraculoofly  faved  by  the  folemn 
declaration  of  his  innocence  by 
Lynch,  juft  as  Whitaker  was  go¬ 
ing  to  be  turned  off,  and  by  the 
humanity  of  the  fheriff  and  the  vi¬ 
gilance  of  the  ordinary,  who  pro¬ 
cured  his  refpite. 

The  Duchefs  of  Kingfton 
‘  1  '  embarked  at  Calais  for  Peierf- 
burgh. 

Part  of  the  crew  of  an  American 
privateer  landed  at  Penzance,  and 
plundered  the  farmers  of  fome  live 
flock. 

Lijbon ,  Aug.  6.  The  effedls  be¬ 
longing  to  the  Marquis  cle  Pom- 
bal,  of  which  an  inventory  hath 
been  taken  by  order  of  the  Queen 
of  Portugal,  exceed  the  value  of 
6oo,oool.  fterling. 

Peterjburghy  ‘July  18.  The  King 
of  Sweden  left  Peterhoff  on  Wed- 
nefday  laft  in  the  evening,  and 
embarked  at  Oranienbaum  abouc 
eight  o’clock  on  his  return  to 
Stockholm.  Her  imperial  ina- 
jefly  being  apprized  of  his  de¬ 
parture,  (for  his  Swedifh  majefty 
did  not  take  a  formal  leave  of  the 
emprefs)  wrote  a  letter  of  compli¬ 
ment,  and  fent  it  after  the  King 
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of  Sweden,  together  with  a  peliffe 
of  black  fox-fkin,  of  the  value  of 
30,000  roubles,  by  M.  Soritz,  one 
of  her  imperial  mnjelly’s  adjutants, 
whom  his  Swedifh  majefty  inverted 
on  the  ipot  with  the  order  of  the 
fvvord. 

A  dreadful  inundation 
happened  atHolmfirth,  near  I^th’ 
Huddersfield,  in  YorkDire,  occa- 
fioned  by  the  burfting  of  a  cloud 
on  the  adjacent  hills.  A  little  ri¬ 
vulet  rofe  leveral  yards  in  height 
in  lefs  than  ten  minutes.  The  da¬ 
mage  is  eftimated  at  io,oool.  be- 
fides  the  lofs  of  lives. 

The  Chevalier  D’Eon  left 
England,  declaring,  in  the 
molt  folemn  manner,  that  ihe  had 
no  intereft  whatever  in  the  policies 
opened  upon  her  fex. 

Thurfday  the  pow'der-mill  on 
Epforn  Downs  accidentally  blew 
up.  Luckily  there  was  but  a  fmall 
quantity  of  powder,  and  only  one 
man  in  the  place :  the  man  was  very 
much  hurt,  but  is  expedted  to  re¬ 
cover.  Part  of  the  roof  was  found 
at  near»a  mile’s  diftance. 

Sir  George  Collier,  in  his  0, 
majefty’s  Dip  Rainbow,  ha-  IOkl* 
ving  fallen  in  with  the  rebel  fqua- 
dron,  confifting  of  the  Hancock, 
Commodore  Manley,  with  the 
Bofton,  M‘Neil,  and  the  Fcx  fri¬ 
gate,  has  had  the  good  fortune,  af¬ 
ter  a  chace  of  39  hours,  to  take 
the  Hancock,  a  fine  new  frigate 
of  32  guns,  moftly  12  pounders, 
and  a  prime  faller.  Manley  miliook 
the  Rainbow,  of  40  guns,  for  the 
Raifonable  of  6 4,  and  expreffed 
great  chagrin,  after  he  had  ltruck, 
upon  the  difeovery.  Capt.  Fo- 
theringham,  of  the  Fox,  was  on 
board  the  Hancock  ;  and  Manley 
fays  that  he  engaged  the  Fox  lor 
two  hours  within  piftol  Dot. 

W  2 
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Sir  George  Collier,  during  the 
chace,  was  joined  by  the  b  iora 
frigate,  who  had  the  good  fortune 
likewife  to  retake  the  Fox.  The 
Bofton  has  efcaped,  by  taking  a 
different  courie. 

,  Late  laft  night  a  moft 
20th*  daring  and  dangerous  riot 
happened  in  Newgate  among  the 
prifoners  there,  (the  principal  of 
whom  were  thole  for  the  riot  and 
refcue  in  Moorhelds  about  three 
years  fince,  and  were  confined  in 
two  feparate  wards),  the  caule 
whereof,  or  how  it  began,  is  not 
known.  It  feems  there  had  been 
fome  quarrels  amongft  them  which 
had  in  fome  meafure  fubfided. 
When  the  turnkeys  at  the  ufual 
time  locked  them  up  in  their  dif¬ 
ferent  wards,  about  ten  at  night, 
they  were  alarmed  with  a  very 
great  noife  of  fw earing  and  blas¬ 
phemous  language,  with  the  break¬ 
ing  of  windows  and  iron  case¬ 
ments  falling  into  the  quadrangle; 
on  which  Mr.  Akerman  being 
lent  for,  came  into  the  quadrangle, 
and  inquiring  the  reafon  of  the  tu¬ 
mult,  was  aniwcre-d  by  a  volley  of 
oaths  and  brickbats,  who  thereon 
caufing  the  door  to  be  fuddeniy 
opened,  r.ufhed  in  and  feized  Ma- 
dan,  one  of  the  principal  ring¬ 
leaders  of  that  ward,  by  the  collar; 
and  'a  fcuffte  enfuing,  in  which 
Madan,  attempting  to  knock  Mr. 
Akerman  down  with  a  brick,  re¬ 
ceived  a  wound,  which  di fabled 
him  from  doing  further, mifchief; 
when  he,  together  with  one  Hawes, 
who  was  alfo  wounded,  and  two 
others,  were  brought  down  and  put 
into  the  cells;  the  reft  of  that 
ward  were  locked  in,  and  then  the 
confufipn  became  general  over  that 
fide  of  the  prifon,  fo  that  all  the 
windows  and  cafemesUs  were  de- 


molifhed  and  thrown  down  into 
the  fquare.  The  prifoners  in  the 
oppofite  ward  had  fallened  them- 
feives  in,  and  determined  to  do 
murder,  if  molefted  ;  then  began 
their  outrage  in  endeavouring  to 
pull  down  the  prifon,  and  conti¬ 
nued  in  that  employ  all  night.  In 
the  morning,  the  lord-mayor  and 
one  of  the  fheriffs,  on  being  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  tumult,  went  to 
Newgate,  attended  by  Mr.  Gates, 
and  feveral  officers,  and,  with  Mr. 
Akerman,  proceeded  to  the  qua¬ 
drangle  ;  when  the  prifoners,  on 
being  called  i&  by  his  lord fh ip, 
appeared  in  the  windows  of  their 
refpe&ive  wards.  His  lordfhip 
defired  to  know  what  induced  them 
to  commit  this  outrage,  or  what 
they  had  to  complain  of,  that  it 
might  be  redreffed.  Two  or  three 
of  the  ringleaders  of  the  other 
ward  were  then.  let  down,  and 
taken  before  his-  lordfhip  in  the 
k)dge,  who  very  humanely  expoftu- 
lated  with  them  on  this  atrocious 
offence ;  they  anfwered  they  had 
no  complaint  againft  the  keeper, 
but  that  the  length  of  the  time  of 
their  imprifonment,  and  their  po¬ 
verty,  had  made  them  defperate. 
His  lordfhip  promifed,  that,  on 
their  good  behaviour  and  peaceable 
deportment  daring  the  continu¬ 
ance  of  their  imprifonment,  he 
would  reprefen t  their  cafe  to  his 
majefty,  in  order  to  procure  a  re¬ 
nt  iffi  on  of  fome  part  thereof.  This 
ended,  and  Mr.  Akerman  gene- 
roufly  forgave  them  the  infult  of¬ 
fered  to  himfelf,  and  they  werere- 
ftored  to  their  former  fituations, 
and  peace  to  the  prifon. 

A  fire  happened  at  Aid-  , 
bourn,  in  Wihfhire,  which  24 
entirely  confumed  fixty  dwelling- 
houfes,  with  out-houfes,  barns. 
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and  flables. — It  is  not  more  than 
eighteen  years  fince  this  unfortu¬ 
nate  place  was  almolt  entirely  burnt 
to  allies,  with  the  additional  mil- 
fortune  of  loling  the  greateft  part 
of  their  harveft  ;  and  they  have 
now  fuffered  greatly  by  the  lofs  of 
mod  part  of  their  hay.  This  dread¬ 
ful  calamity  arofe  from  a  woman 
imprudently  throwing  out  hot  alhes 
again!!  a  barn. 

th  By  letters  from  Gotten- 
*  burgh,  in  Sweden,  the  Ame¬ 
ricans  have  found  their  way  to 
Marllrand,  a  free  port  in  that 
kingdom,  and  have  been  fupplied 
there  with  warlike  flares,  in  ex¬ 
change  for  rice  and  indigo. 

On  Saturday  lalt  an  inhabitant 
of  Langwick,  in  the  county  of 
Glamorgan  was  committed  to 
Cardiff  gaol,  for  the  murder  of  h  s 
niece,  a  girl  about  feven  years  of 
age,  by  holding  her  head  in  a 
fmall  pool  of  water  till  Ihe  was 
dead,  by  which  he  came  to  an 
eflate  of  about  30I.  a-year.  This 
murder  was  committed  near  fixteen 
years  ago;  and  a  woman  who  faw 
the  fad  perpetrated,  it  is  faid,  has 
been  fee’d  annually  to  keep  it  a  fe-, 
cret.  The  reafon  of  her  difcover- 
ing  it  now,  is  owing  to  the  man’s 
negleding  the  ufual  payment.  She 
is  alfo  committed  with  him  as  an 
evidence. 

SUMMER  ASSIZES. 

At  Buckingham  the  affizes  pro¬ 
ved  maiden. 

At  Abingdon,  3  condemned,  but 
reprieved. 

At  Winchefter,  3  capitally  con¬ 
victed,  but  reprieved. 

At  Oxford,  2  condemned,  but 
reprieved. 

At  Northampton,  1  condemned, 
but  reprieved. 


At  Huntingdon  affzes,  a  girl, 
not  1  3  years  of  age,  was  tried  tor 
robbing  her  father,  an  inrkeeper 
in  that  county,  of  13  guinea<; 
and  being  convided,  Ihe  was 
branded,  and  ordered  to  be  lnrpri- 
loned  lor  fix  months. 

At  the  lame  time  a  mother  and 
daughter,  governeffes  to  a  fchool 
at  which  the  above  child  was  fcho- 
lar,  were  tried  for  receiving  the 
above  money  from  her,  well  know- 
ing  it  was  ftolen,  and  were  found, 
guilty,  and  fentenced,  the  former 
to  be  imprifoned  for  a  term  of  five 
years,  and  the  daughter  for  three 
years. 

At  Worcelter,  1  condemned,  and 
left  for  execution. 

At  Chelmsford,  6  condemned. 

At  Cambridge,  theaflizes  proved 
maiden. 

At  Bedford,  1  condemned. 

At  Hertford,  3  condemned  and 
left  for  execution. 

A:  York,  2  condemned,  One  of 
whom  was  left  for  execution. 

A.  Salilbury,  3  received  lentence 
of  death,  two  of  whom  were  Mi¬ 
chael  Bur  ke  and  Connor  Cooney, 
two  foldiers,  for  the  wilful  murder 
of  Thomas  Seufe,  2  poor  man, 
who  uled  to  travel  the  country 
with  pedlary,  on  ;h e  nrli  of 
June  jail,  on  the  Loudon  ro  d  near 
that  city,  before  he  judges  left 
the  city,  they  reprieved  two  of  the 
others. 

At  Lincoln,  3  condemned,  one 
of  whom  v  as  for  the  murder  of  an 
infant  not  twenty  weeks  old. 

At  Gloucefler,  6  condemned — - 
2  left  for  execution. 

At  Mi'difone,  1  condemned. 

A'  Nottingham,  the  aflizes  prov¬ 
ed  maiden. 

At  Derby,  4  condemned — 3  re¬ 
prieved. 
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At  Monmouth,  i  condemned, 
but  reprieved. 

At  Norwich,  i  condemned,  and 
left  for  execution. 

At  Leicefter,  i  condemned,  but 
reprieved. 

At  Exeter,  4  condemned. 

At  the  affizes  for  the  county  of 
Devon,  7  condemned. 

At  Hereford,  2  condemned— 
3  reprieved. 

At  Durham,  3  condemned — 
3  reprieved. 

At  Croydon  anizes,  3  condemn¬ 
ed. 

At  the  fame  aftlzes,  G.  Philips 
was  indited,  for  that  having  mar¬ 
ried  Eleanor  Sawyer,  in  1768,  he 
bad  likewife  married  Sarah  War¬ 
den  in  March  laft,  his  former  wife 
being  then  alive. 

The  firft  witnefs  produced  an  ex- 
trad  of  the  parifh  regifter  of  S.hen- 
ley,  certifying  the  marriage.  To 
this  evidence,  the  counfel  for  the 
prifoner  objeded,  alledging  the  re¬ 
gifter  itfeif  was  alone  competent 
evidence.  The  learned  ferjeant 
who  fat  as  judge,  did  not  wholly 
accede  to  this  do&rine,  obferving, 
that  though  the  book  itfeif  is  the 
bell  evidence,  yet  the  law  has  no 
where  negatived  an  authentic, 
proved  extrad,  The  profecutors, 
however,  put  an  end  to  all  debate, 
by  producing  a  living  witnefs  who 
favv  them  married,  and  aded  as 
father  by  giving  away  the  bride. 
The  firft  marriage  being  thus  efta- 
blifhed  they  produced  the  fame 
evidence  of  the  laft  marriage. 

The  eohniel  for  the  pnfoner  did 
not  attempt  a  denial  of  the  fads, 
but  fet  up  a  defence,  that  previous 
to  bis  marriage  with  either  of  thefe 
wives,  he  had  adually  married  a 
third  wife,  Anne. Lediard,  in  1757; 
in  proof  whereof  he  hkewife  pro 


duced  the  fame  kind  of  evidence, 
and  alfo  the  brother  of  the  fai d 
Anne,  who  proved  the  marriage, 

•  and  that  Anne  lived  till  the  year 
17 75,  when  (he  died  at  the  houfe 
of  one  Mr.  Pullen,  or  Field-lane, 
near  Holborn.  This  teilimony 
was  corroborated  by  Mr.  Pullen, 
who  produced  the  undertaker’s 
bill,  which  he  had  paid  for  her 
funeral. 

A  bricklayer,  who  formerly 
worked  as  a  journeyman  with  the 
prifoner  at  St.  Alban’s,  Hertford- 
fh i re,  fw ore,  That  he  remembered 
feeing  the  fai d  Anne  come  to  the 
prifoner’s  houfe,  claiming  to  be 
his  wife,  and  that  the  prifoner  ac¬ 
knowledged  her  to  be  his  wife. 

The  counfel  for  the  prifoner 
having  eftabjifned  this  firft  mar¬ 
riage,  the  fecor-d  of  courfe  became 
null  and  void;  no  criminal  verdict 
therefore  could  be  founded  upon  it, 
The  judge  lamented  that  fuch  a 
defence  mould  be  fupported,  but 
as  the  law  Hands  it  could  not  be 
controverted.  The  jury  pronoun¬ 
ced,  Not  Guilty. 

At  Newcaftle  the  afilzes  proved 
maiden. 

At  Coventry,  3  prifoners  were 
tried,  none  of  whom  were  capi¬ 
tally  convided. 

At  Warwick,  1  condemned,  but 
reprieved. 

At  Stafford,  5  condemned,  one 
of  whom,  for  murder,  was  exe¬ 
cuted. 

At  Salop,  2  condemned. 

At  Lewes,  3  condemned. 

At  Wells,  2  condemned,  but  re¬ 
prieved. 

At  Carlifte,  2  condemned,  but 
reprieved. 

At  Lancafter,  John  Rockley  re¬ 
ceived  fentence  of  death,  being 
charged  on  oath  with  having  ra- 

vifhed 
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vivhed  his  grand-daughter,  an  in¬ 
fant  under  ten  years  of  age,  at  Li¬ 
verpool,  on  the  1 6th  of  May  !.  ft. 

Died’,  Anthony  Purver,  a  Qua¬ 
ker,  at  Andover,  in  Hampihife; 
he  was  many  years  a  fchool-mafter 
at  Frenchay,  in  Gloucefierfhire. 
In  his  younger  days  he  had 
been  a  fhoe-maker,  yet,  without 
tutor  or  patron,  by  dint’  of  hard 
labour  and  unwearied  ftudy,  he 
purchafed  and  perufed  moil  of 
the  authors  in  the  oriental  lan¬ 
guages  ;  and  his  knowledge  therein 
was  very  extenftve,  as  appears  by 
his  tranflatjfon  of  the  Old  and  New 
Teftament,  which  he  publifhed 
fome  years  ago,  in  two  volumes 
folio. 


S  E  P  T  E  M  B’E  R. 

^  Some  few  days  ago  two 
ftihermen  of  Grimfby,  being 
out  at  fea,  difcovered,  a  little  be¬ 
low  the  Sourn  livht-houfes,  a  dead 
fill i,  floating  on  the  furface  of  the 
water,  of  a  moll  enormous  flze; 
which,  when  they  had  got  to  the 
fhor6,  appeared  to  be  a  male  of 
that  fpecies  of  whales,  called  the 
£n-fifh.  It  was  feen  fome  few  days 
flnce  on  the  Yorkfliire  coaft,  from 
whence  it  was  llruck  at  by  fome 
harpoor.e«s.  in  length  it  meafures 
feventeeo  yards  and  an  half,  and 
is  of  a  proportionable  bulk,  and 
it  was  fuppofed  would  yield  two 
tons  of  oil. 

i  This  day  the  Right  Plon. 
0  tire  Lord- mayor  proceded  to 
Smirhfield,  and  proclaimed  Bar¬ 
tholomew-fair;  and  in  his  way 
thither,  with  the  flheriff,  partook 
of  a  cool  tankard  at  Negwate  with 
Mr.  Akerman. 


Extra  ft  of  a  Letter  from  Italy,  Aug.  i . 

'*  The  brother  of  the  Abp.  of 
Spalatro  was  afiafiinated  in  the 
ftreets  of  Venice.  Letters  were 
found  in  his  pockets  apprizing  him 
of  tire  danger,  but  he  neglected  to 
take  any  precaution. ”  i 

Mifs  Mary  Max,  an  heirefs  of  a 
large  fort  une,  was  carried  off  the 
beginning  of  laft  month  from 
Cafhel  county,  in  Ireland,  brought 
over  to  England,  and  afterwards 
carried  to  France,  by  a  young  gen¬ 
tleman  of  the  county  of  Kilkenny. 
She  is  only  13  years  of  age,  and  a 
ward.  Her  guardians  have  offered 
a  reward  of  1000I.  for  apprehend¬ 
ing  the  father  and  fon,  who  were 
the  principals  in  carrying  her  off. 
They  were  near  being  taken  by  Sir 
John  Fielding’s  men  at  Bright- 
helmftone,  from  whence  they  fail¬ 
ed  in  the  packet. 

On  the  23d  of  laft  month  a  fire 
broke  out  in  a  cottage  at  Auburn, 
Wilts,  which  in  a  few  hours  con- 
fumed  more  than  two  thirds  of  the 
town.  The  damage  is  computed 
at  more  than  10,000  pounds,  over 
and  above  all  infurances ;  and  the 
diftrefs  to  the  poor,  who  have  loll 
their  all,  is  truiy  deplorable. 

A  fuperb  white  marble  Ita-  „  , 
tue,  in  honour  of  Mrs.  Catha-  n* 
line  Macaulay,  was  ere  died  in  the 
chancel  of  the  church  of  St.  Ste¬ 
phen,  Wal brook,  by  Dr.  Thomas 
W  if  fon,  rector  of  the  parifh. 

A  court  of  Aldermen  was 
held,  at  which  were  prefent 
the  lord-mayor,  aldermen  Bull, 
Efdaile,  Oliver,  Plomer,  Peckham, 
Hayley,  Newnham,  Smirh,  Hart, 
Wright,  the  recorder,  and  Plumbe 
and  Thomas,  (herifts.  Mr.  Cur- 
fon  and  Mr.  Nafh  (the  flier iffs 
eledt)  attended  the  court,  and  the 
former  having  his  fix  compurgators 
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ready,  {wore  himfelf  not  to  be 
worth  15,0001.  bat  the  latter  ac¬ 
quainting  the  court  that  he  was 
pot  ready,  he  was  allowed  further 
time.  ^ 

k  His  majefty  in  council 
2  *  was  this  day  pleafed  to  or¬ 

der,  that  the  parliament,  which 
Hands  prorogued  to  Thurfday  the 
I  8  th  day  of  this  in  flan  t  September, 
fhouid  be  further  prorogued  to 
Thurfday  the  30th  day  of  October 
Bext. 

f  ,  This  day,  at  his  feat  at 
Newnham,  in  Oxfordfhire, 
the  body  of  Earl  Harcourt  was 
found  dead,  in  a  narrow  well,  in 
his  park,  with  the  head  down¬ 
wards,  and  nothing  appearing 
above  water  but  the  feet  and  legs. 

It  is  imagined  this  melancholy 
accident  was  occafioned  by  his 
over  reaching  himfelf  in  endea¬ 
vouring  to  fave  the  life  of  a  favou¬ 
rite  dog,  who  was  found  in  the 
well  with  him,  {tending  on  his 
lordfhip’s  feet.  His  hat  and  right 
hand  glove  lay  by  the  fide  of  the 
well.  Every  ppffible  method  for 
the  recovery  of  drowned  perfons 
was  made  ufe  of  for  three  leveral 
time®,  but  unfortunately  without 
eifedt. 

,  This  evening  about  nine 
1/1  *  o’clock,  as  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Hawke,  fon  of  Lord  Hawke,  was 
coming  to  town  between  Kenfing- 
ton  and  Knight  (bridge,  his  horfe 
ran  again  ft  a  poit-chaife  and  fell, 
and  one  of  the  fhafts  of  the  chaife 
penetrating  Mr.  Hawke’s  body, 
killed  him  on  the  fpot. 

Yefterday  the  feflions  ended  at 
the  Old-Bailey,  when  the  follow-- 
jng  convjfts  received  fentence  of 
death,  viz.  James  Harrifon,  for 
Healing,  in  the  houfe  of  Richard 
Hunt,  Efq;  two  fuits  of  deaths, 


and  feveral  pair  of  filk  {lockings  ; 
Thomas  Jones,  for  breaking  open 
the  houfe  of  Mrs.  Jemina  Sainthill, 
in  Duke  ftreet,  Manchefler-fquare, 
and  dealing  a  quantity  of  linen; 
Richard  Turn  wood,  for  dealing  in 
the  houfe  of  Mr.  Wildman,  gold- 
fmith,  in  Cheapfide,  where  he  was 
a  fervant,  11  guineas,  and  a  gilt 
(hilling;  and  John  Greaves,  for 
breaking  into  the  coach-houfe  and 
dabling  belonging  to  the  houfe  of 
Henry  Morris,  Efq;  at  Hammer- 
fmith,  and  dealing  thereout  a  pair 
of  coach  -  harnels,  three  coach- 
glafTes,  and  other  things.  'Thir¬ 
teen  were  ordered  to  hard  labour 
on  the  Thames,  one  to  hard  labour 
in  Cierkenwell  Bridewell  for  three 
years,  twenty- fix  were  branded, 
and  ordered  to  be  imprifoned  for 
different  terms,  four  to  be  private¬ 
ly  whipped,  and  one  po blickly  ; 
fixty-one  were  difeharged  by  pro¬ 
clamation. 

At  the  above  feflions,  Mr.  Har- 
r  5  ft  on  was  arraigned  on  twenty-four 
different  counts,  for  a  forgery, 
fa  id  to  have  been  committed  by 
him,  with  intent  to  defraud  the 
London  Afturance  company,  &c, 
He  had  been  many  years  clerk-ac- 
comptant  in  that  office,  and  was 
charged  with  having  prefixed  a  fi¬ 
gure  of  3  to  the  firm  of  260I.  paid 
into  the  Bank  of  England,  by 
which  it  appeared  as  if  jzftol.  had 
been  paid  in,  inftead  of  260I. 
which  fraud  wa s  detected  by  the 
clerk  who  carried  the  money.  He 
was  found  guilty  ;  but  a  point  of 
law  arifing,  his  fentence  w-as  re¬ 
ferred  to  the  opinion  of  the  judges. 

Mr.  Cutler  was  alfo  put  to  the 
bar  for  a  rape  on  the  body  of  Mrs, 
Bradley.  Mrs.  Bradley  and  a  Mr. 
Hamlin  were  the  only  witneftes. 
examined  for  the  profecution :  the 
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former  gave  an  account  of  the 
whole  tranfa&ion  ;  the  latter  only 
repeated  what  fhe  had  given  in  evi¬ 
dence,  which  he  faid  The  had  alfo 
told  him  the  morning  the  fa£t  was 
committed;  there  was  however  a 
palpable  contradiction  in  fome 
parts  of  their  relations.  The  wit- 
nelTes  for  the  prifoner  proved  many 
contrarieties  in  the  depofition  of 
the  evidence,  on  which  the  judse 
told  the  jury  that  he  fuppofed  he 
need  not  read  his  notes  to  them, 
as  he  imagined  they  muft  be  fully 
fatisfied  ;  the  jury  faying  they  were, 
without  hefitation  pronounced  the 
prifoner — Not  guilty. 

Alfo  William  Gibfon  was  tried 
for  the  murder  of  John  Collier  ; 
and  Downs,  the  principal  witnefs, 
not  appearing,  he  was  acquitted. 

This  evening  Mr.  Layton,  and 
another  of  his  Majefty’s  officers  of 
the  excife,  attacked  a  party  of 
fmugglers,  thirteen  in  number,  on 
the  road  near  Kingfton,  Surry  ; 
when  Mr.  Layton  was  fo  cruelly 
cut  and  mangled,  that  he  died  in 
the  Weftminlter  Infirmary. 

Paris ,  Sept.  12.  A  furvey  of  the 
French  American  colonies  has  late¬ 
ly  been  made  by  order  of  the  king, 
and  laid  before  the  fupreme  council 
at  Paris,  which  is  efiablifhed  for 
the  improvement  of  the  French 
WefLIndia  fettlements ;  by  which 
it  appears  their  iflands  are  in  a 
molt  flourifhing  ftate.  The  num¬ 
ber  of  their  flaves  amounts  to 
386,500,  reckoning  240,000  at 
St.  Domingo,  75.000  at  Martini- 
co,  64,000  at  Guadalupe,  4000  at 
St.  Lucia,  and  3500  at  Cayenne; 
to  fupply  the  annual  deficiency  in 
which  number,  an  annual  importa¬ 
tion  of  20,000  Blacks  is  neceffary. 
His  majelly  has  amply  rewarded 
M.  Petit,  who  made  this  calcula¬ 


tion,  and  has  directed  the  fupreme 
council  to  draw  up  a  number  of  re¬ 
gulations  for  preserving  peace  and 
harmony  between  the  natives  of  the 
above  iflands  and  the  European 
planters. 

A  con\mon-hall  was  held 
at  Guildhall  for  the  election  '  5^* 
of  fheriffs  for  the  year  enfuing,  in 
the  room  of  William  Nafh,  Efq; 
who  did  not  appear  to  give  bond  to 
ferve  the  faid  office,  and  John  Cur- 
fon,  Efq;  who  was  difcharged 
from  the  faid  office  for  inefficiency 
of  wealth  ;  when  all  the  aldermen 
who  had  not  ferved  the  office  were 
put  in  nomination  ;  after  which 
James  Savage,  Efq;  cooper,  and 
Philip  Rowden,  Efq;  vintner,  were 
put  up,  when  they  having  a  majo¬ 
rity  of  hands  were  declared  duly 
elected. 

A  wardmote  was  held  at  ^  , 
Baker’s  Hall,  in  Thames-  2  1  * 
llreet,  before  the  lord- mayor,  for 
the  eledlion  of  an  alderman  of 
Tower  Ward,  in  the  room  of  Al¬ 
derman  Smith,  refigned,  when 
Evan  Pugh,  Efq;  a  foap-boiler, 
in  Bifhopfgate-ffreet,  and  one  of 
the  common-council  of  that  ward, 
was  chofen  without  oppofition. 

The  fame  day,  at  a  court  of  en¬ 
quiry  by  the  governors  of  Bethlem 
and  Bridewell  Hofpitals,  a  charge 
was  made  againfl  one  of  the  go¬ 
vernors  tor  having  appropriated  a 
confiderable  portion  of  the  bread, 
beer,  milk,  butter,  beef,  &e.  &c. 
to  the  ufe  of  himfelf  and  family. 
He  did  not  deny  the  charge,  but 
urged  that  he  intended  to  pay  for 
what  he  had  fo  applied. 

A  common -hall  was  held  ^  , 

at  Guildhall  for  the  elec- 
tion  of  a  lord-mayor  of  this  city 
for  the  enfuinor  year.  The  court 
being  opened,  Mr.  Nugent,  the 
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common  ferjeant,  read  aloud  the 
1  names  of  the  following  aldermen, 
as  perfons  chat  had  ferved  the  of¬ 
fice  of  fheriff,  viz.  Efdaile,  Kennett, 
Oliver,  Lewes,  Hay-ley,  Newn- 
ham,  Lee,  and  Hart :  their  names 
were  fever  ally  put  up,, and  the  fhow 
of  hands  was  greatly  in  favour  of 
Efdaile  and  Kennett.  The  fheriffs 
declared  the  election  had  fallen 
on  M'effrs.  Efdaile  and  Kennett, 
upon  which  the  lord-mayor  and 
aldermen  returned  to  the  council- 
chamber,  and  in  a  fhort  time  came 
on  the  huftiogs,  and  declared  the 
election  had  fallen  on  Sir  James 
Efdaile. 

,  The  lord- mayor,  accord- 
’  ing  to  annual  cuftom,  went 
to  Weftminfter- Hall,  and  made  a 
return  of  the  two  old  fheriffs  (Al¬ 
derman  Plumbe  and  Thomas),  who 
were  fvvorn  in  before  the  barons  in 
the  Court  of  Exchequer  to  ferve 
that  office  till  two  perfons  are  elect¬ 
ed  for  the  year  enfuing. 

James  Savage  and  Philip  Row- 
den,  Efquires,  both  paid  the  fine 
to  be  excufed  ferving. 

On  the  14th  of  this  month  an 
Inundation  happened  at  Peterf- 
burgh,  more  extenfive  and  de- 
ftrudtive  than  has  ever  been  re¬ 
membered  in  thofe  parts.  A  vio¬ 
lent  hurricane  at  W.  5.  W,  which 
began  about  two  in  the  morning, 
railed  the  waters  in  four  hours  to 
the  height  of  fourteen  feet  above 
the  ordinary  level  of  the  Neva,  by 
which  the  whole  town,  and  a  great 
extent  of  the  flat  country  in  the 
neighbourhood,  was  rapidly  over¬ 
flowed.  The  water  remained 
about  half  an  hour  at  its  extreme 
height  ;  but  the  wind  getting  a  lit¬ 
tle  to  the  northward,  it  returned 
in  a  very  Ihort  time  to  its  uf'ual 
bounds.  It  L  imppfiible  to  dti- 


1777. 

mace  the  lofs  which  the  Pate  and 
individuals  have  fuffered.  The 
number  of  perfons  drowned’  mult 
be  confiderable.  In  the  bell  parts 
of  the  town  many  houfes  are  un- 

j 

roofed,  and  the  lofs  of  goods  de- 
flroyed  is  not  to  be  eilimated.  In 
the  gardens  of  the  dimmer  palace 
great  numbers  of  the  fineft  trees 
are  broken  or  torn  up  by  the  roots. 
The  lower  fkirts  of  the  town,  in¬ 
habited  by  the  poorer  fort  of  peo¬ 
ple,  prefented  a  feene  of  defolation 
which  can  be  more  eafily  imagined 
than  deferibed.  Many  perfons 
were  drowned  in  their  beds,  and 
others  who  fought  for  fafety  from 
the  roofs  of  their  houfes,  were  car¬ 
ried  from  thence  by  the  violence 
of  the  wind,  and  thofe  who  efcaped 
with  life  were  left  deftitute  of  ha¬ 
bitations  and  effedls.  Great  da¬ 
mage  is  done  at  the  quay  of  the 
exchange,  and  to  the  lower  maga¬ 
zines  and  warehoufes.  Numbers 
of  barks,  laden  with  iron,  hemp, 
grain,  wood,  &c.  were  ftaved, 
funk,  or  driven  into  the  flreets  or 
fields.  Several  large  veffels,  ly¬ 
ing  between  this  place  and  Cron- 
ftadt,  were  driven  afhore  into 
woods  and  gardens.  Many  of  the 
country  houfes  in  the  neighbour¬ 
hood  are  deftroyed.  The  village 
of  Catherinehoff,  and  fome  others 
on  the  fame  coaft,  were  entirely 
fwept  away,  with  all  the  cattle; 
and  many  lives  were  loft  there,  as 
well  as  on  the  fide  of  the  Galley 
Haven,  where  the  ground  is  very 
Iowa  The  great  bridge  of  boats 
over  the  Neva  was  carried  away, 
and  moft  of  the  bridges  in  the 
town,  except  thofe  on  the  new  ftone 
quay  (no  part  of  which  has  differed 
any  material  damage),  were  torn 
up.  vVe  have  the  datisfadlion  to 
hear,  however,  that  little  or  no 
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damage  has  been  done  to  the  works 
or  (hipping  at  Cronfladt. 

According  to  accurate  obferva- 
tions  it  appears,  that  the  waters 
rofe  a  foot  and  a  halt  higher  than 
in  the  great  inundation  which  hap¬ 
pened  there  in  the  year  1752. 

Died,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Edmond 
Granger,  prebend  and  morning 
lecturer  of  Exeter  cathedral,  rec¬ 
tor  of  Sowden,  and  vicar  of  rlo- 
niton  Clift,  in  Sotaerfeifhire.  He 
was  the  author  of  a  biographical 
hillory  upon  a  new  plan,  and 
feveral  other  curious  hillorical 
pieces. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Fawkes,  redlor  of 
Hayes,  Kent,  author  of  feveral  in¬ 
genious  pjems  and  tranflations. 

Lately,  Mr.  Abraham  Franco, 
a  Jew  merchant,  aged  96,  faid  to 
have  died  worth  900,000! . 

Mrs.  Williamfon,  relidt  of  the 
Rev.  Jofeph  Williamfon,  many 
years  redtor  of  Leach  ley,  in  York- 
Ill  ire  :  lhe  had  11  children,  54 
grand-children,  53  great-grand¬ 
children,  andfix  great-great  grand¬ 
children  ;  Lie  is  furvived  by  feven 
children,  37  grand-children,  42 
great  -  grand  -  children,  and  five 
great- great- grand- children. 


OCTOBER. 

A  general  court  of  the 
*  governors  of  Bethlehem  and 
Bridewell  hofpitals  was  held,  when 
the  report  of  the  committee  of  en¬ 
quiry,  who  fat  to  invelligate  the 
charge  urged  againfu  one  of  the  go¬ 
vernors,  accufea  of  appropriating 
part  of  the  hofpital  victuals,  beer, 
&c.  to  his  own  ufe,  was  made  ; 
and  it  appearing  that  the  charge 
was  fully  fupported,  the  court  palled 
£  vote  of  cenfure  upon  the  delin¬ 


quent,  which  (unfortunately)  is 
the  only  puniihmenl  in  their  power 
to  inilidt. 

A  common  hall  was  held  , 
at  Guildhall,  for  the  choice  of  2  * 
two  perfons  to  ferve  the  office  of., 
flier  iff.  After  the  lord  mayor  had 
quitted  the  huitings,  and  previous 
to  the  eledtion,  Mr.  Common  Ser¬ 
jeant  came  forward  and  addrefled 
the  livery:  he  told  them  that  the 
choice  of  perfons  to  that  office  who 
were  ineligible,  or  would  not  ferve, 
would  be  a  great  hindrance  to  bu- 
flnefs ;  he  hoped,  therefore  it  would 
fall  on  fuch  as  would  ferve,  and 
were  proper  perfons.  All  the  aider- 
men  who  had  not  ferved  the  office 
were  then  put  in  nomination,  but. 
the  fhew  of  hands  appeared  for  Ro¬ 
bert  Peckham,  Efq;  aiderman  of 
Coleman-flreet  ward’,  and  Richard 
Clarke,  Efq;  alderman  of  Broad- 
Areet  ward  ;  whereupon  they  were 
declared  duly  elected. 

A  commiffion  pafled  the 
great  feal  for  proroguing  the 
parliament  to  the  20th  of  Novem¬ 
ber,  the  day  Axed  for  opening  the 
feflion. 

Orders  are  given  to  the  ,  , 
captains  of  the  Eafl-Indiamen 
that  are  to  go  out  the  enfuing  fea- 
fon,  to  take  on  board  their  full  com¬ 
plement  of  men,  with  the  liberty 
of  receiving  an  additional  number 
at  any  of  the  outports  ;  they  are 
to  mount  26  guns  each,  with  all 
ordnance  ftores,  for  their  better 
defence  in  cafe  of  being  attacked 
by  any  of  the  American  priva¬ 
teers. 

Letters  from  Brefl:  men-  , 
tion,  that  a  fhip  arrived  9 
there  brings  an  account  of  an 
earthquake  having  lately  happened 
at  'Goree,  the  principal  French 
fettlement  on  the  cos.fl  of  Africa, 

which 
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which  had  done  confiderable  da¬ 
mage  to  the  place,  and  choaked  up 
the  harbour  fo  much  as  to  render 
it  dangerous  for  (hipping  to  enter 
therein. 

1  This  day  began  the  fef- 
3  *  fions  of  the  peace  for  the 

county  of  Middlesex  at  Guildhall, 
Weftminfter,  when  a  man  was  in¬ 
dicted  for  a  nuifance  by  the  inha¬ 
bitants  of  Hockley-in-the  hole,  for 
killing  and  boiling  horfes,  which 
©ccafioned  fucb  a  putrefaction  in  the 
air,  that  the  neighbours  declared 
they  were  not  able  at  times  to 
move  from  their  houfes  ;  he  was 
cohviCted,  and  fentenced  to  be 
imprifoned  in  Newgate  for  the 
term  of  two  years,  to  pay  the  pe¬ 
nalty  of  iooi.  and  find  fecurity  for 
his  future  good  behaviour  for  three 
years  more. 

A  molt  horrid  murder 
was  difcovered  to  have  been 
perpetrated  on  the  body  of  Monf. 
Valence  Moudroit,  a  French  gen¬ 
tleman,  a  jeweller,  at  his  lodg¬ 
ings'  in  Princes-ftreet,  Cavendilh- 
fqaare,  by  a  Swede,  who  was  his 
interpreter,  in  the  following  man¬ 
ner  :  the  maid-  fervant  of  the  houfe, 
not  having  feen  the  deceafed  lince 
the  time  he  went  to  bed  on  Satur¬ 
day  night,  was  very  uneafy,  and 
made  frequent  enquiries  concerning 
him  to  the  interpreter,  but  was  al¬ 
ways  anfwered,  ‘  he  was  out  of 
town. ’  The  maid’s  fufpicions  in- 
creating,  fhe  was  determined  to 
fee  into  the  deceafed’s  apartments, 
and  accordingly  reared  a  ladder  to 
the  back  window,  which  tile  open¬ 
ed,  and,  to  her  furprize,  perceived 
the  floor  in  a  fea  of  blood.  She 
went  direCtly  to  Jufiice  Gretton’s, 
in  Margaret-ftreet,  and  made  him 
acquainted  therewith,  and  of  her 
fbong  fufpicions  of  t he  interpreter 


having  murdered  the  deceafed. 
She  jufiice  immediately  repaired 
to  the  houfe,  had  the  door  broke 
open,  and  upon  fearch,  found  the 
deceafed  mod  inhumanly  mangled 
and  bruifed,  and  his  body  thrult 
into  a  trunk  in  the  dretiing-room, 
with  his  head  bent  down  on  his 
left  br^aft,  his  knees  forced  up  to 
his  chin,  and  almoft  putrified. 
The  murderer  was  apprehended 
the  fame  evening,  by  juftice  Gret- 
ton  in  perfon,  juft  as  he  arrived  at 
his  lady’s  lodgings,  in  Caftle- 
ftreet,  in  a  poftchaife,  from  a 
country  jaunt.  On  his  examina¬ 
tion,  he  confefFed  being  guilty  of 
the  murder,  but  as  nothing  ap¬ 
peared  againft  the  woman,  Ihs  was 
difeharged,  and  the  prifoner  com¬ 
mitted  to  Newgate,  on  the  coro¬ 
ner’s  fnqueft,  for  Wilful  Murder. 

Lewis  Mercier,  alias  Bouvet, 
alias  Bettie,  who  committed  the 
above  murder,  was  originally  bred 
a  hair-drefter  ;  but  attending  the 
public  anatomical  leClures  at  Paris, 
atiumed  the  character  of  a  furgeon. 
Some  time  after  he  came  to  Eng¬ 
land,  and  went  from  Liverpool 
doCtor  of  a  Guinea  fhip;  but  was 
difmitied  for  his  barbarous  treat¬ 
ment  of  the  negroes,  during  the 
voyage.  On  his  return  he  became 
connected  with  a  gang  of  horfe- 
ftealers,  and  made  a  confiderable 
fum  of  money,  by  felling  the  cat¬ 
tle  which  were  ftolen  at  Dunkirk, 
and  other  parts  of  France.  In  the 
year  1772,  he  was  committed  to 
Newgate,  and  capitally  convicted 
for  horfe-ftealing  at  the  Old  Bai¬ 
ley. 

By  the  intereft  of  a  French  no¬ 
bleman,  he  received  the  royal 
mercy,  and  was  ordered  to  be 
tranfported  for  fourteen  years;  but 
returned  about  fix  weeks  ago,  and 
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fome  of  Sir  John  Fielding's  peo¬ 
ple  were  adually  in  purfuit  of  him 
the  day  before  he  committed  the 
horrid  murderupon  Mr.  Mcudfoit. 
g  h  The  feflions,  which  be¬ 
gan  at  the  Old  Bailey  on 
Wednefday,  ended,  when  thirteen 
convids  received  fentence  of  death; 
namely,  Wm.  Loveridge,  Robert 
Coll  ins,  James  Anderfon,  and  Ni¬ 
cholas  Rid^r,  for  houfe-breaking ; 
Michael  Cafhmin,  for  horfe- Heal¬ 
ing;  four  chimney-fweeper’s  boys 
for  (hop-lifting  ;  John  Morris, 
Benjamin  and  Charles  Lees,  for 
breaking  open  a  bureau  in  a  public- 
houfe,  and  Healing  from  thence 
19  guineas  and  a  crown-piece; 
Hen.  Parkinfon,  for  robbing  a  lit¬ 
tle  boy  in  the  Hreet ;  Ann  Ellifon, 
for  privately  Healing  upwards  of 
13  guineas  in  the  dwelling  houfe  of 
John.  Doer,  her  maHer,  the  Crown 
alehoufe,  in  Newport  -  market; 
Thomas  Antibus,  for  Healing  three 
heifers  out  of  a  field  near  Hendon  ; 
George  Johnfon,  for  horfe-fleal- 
ing  ;  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Benjamin 
Ruffen,  for  injuring  a  girl  under 
ten  years  old.  lie  was  mailer  of 
the  fubfcription  charity-ichool  at 
Bethnal-green,  and  was  tried  on 
four  indiclmen  U  for  L m i  1  a r  of¬ 
fences,  but  found  guilty  only  on 
the  firH.  in  his  defence  he  denied 
the  (ad,  and  pleaded  the  malice  of 
his  enemies,  who,  he  faid,  had 
charged  him  with  thofe  offences  to 
deprive  him  of  his  place. 

A  very  extraordinary  circum- 
flan^e  happened  at  the  Old-Bailey 
the  Jail  felCons,  which  (hews  ho-w 
cautious  and  well  informed  it  is  ne- 
ceffary  a  ju-v  fhould  be  in  the  drf- 
charge  of  their  duty.  A  young 
fellow  was  tried  for  a  capital  felo¬ 
ny,  and,  through  the  inexperience 
of  the  foreman,  a  verdid  was  found 
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to  the  extreme  of  the  charge. 
When  the  convids  were  brought 
down  to  receive  fentence,  the  court 
was  thrown  into  an  alarm  by  the 
Middlefex  jury,  who  declared  that 
they  had  refolved  to  find  the  pri¬ 
soner  guilty  of  the  bare  felony  in 
Healing  the  goods,  and  to  acquit 
him  of  having  privately  flolen 
them  ;  an  offence  for  which  the 
punifhment  would  not  take  away 
his  life:  whereas  they  were  now 
altor;ifhed  to  fee  him  among  thofe 
condemned  to  fuffer  death  ;  that* 
when  they  were  deliberating  upon 
the  evidence,  fo  far  were  they 
from  any  intention  of  finding  the 
prifoner  guilty  of  the  fpecific 
charge  in  the  indidmenr,  that  they 
obferved  among  themfelves  he  was 
a  very  proper  objed  for  the  ballaft- 
lighters.  The  recorder  endea¬ 
voured,  with  all  that  humanity 
which  diflinguifhes  his  charadep, 
to  foften  the  rigour  of  the  verdid, 
and  to  that  purpofe  made  a  Arid 
inquiry  of  the  caufe  of  this  egre¬ 
gious  error  ;  but  it  turned  out  to 
be  not  in  his  province  to  comply 
with  the  compaffionate  vvifhes  of 
the  jury.  The  verdid  was  re¬ 
corded,  and  the  only  method  to 
fave  the  poor  fellow  from  the  dif- 
grace  and  horror  of  a  violent  death, 
was  &  petition  from  the  jury  to  the 
king,  which  the  recorder  promifed 
to  deliver,  and  aid  their  attempt 
to  amend  the  miftake.  The  pri- 
foner  leemed  to  be  (hocked  exceed¬ 
ingly.  Being  called  upon  to  (hew 
caufe  why  fentence  fhould  not  be 
pronounced  againH  him,  he  faid, 

‘  I  thought  I  was  not  found  guilty 
of  a  capital  (Hence,  till  1  was 
fetched  down  from  the  cells.'  The 
audience  were  affeded,  and  at  the 
fame  time  happy  to  fee  fo  much 
penitence  in  his  behaviour. 

23d...  A 
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A  common  council  was 
this  day  held  at  Guildhall, 
at  which  were  prefent  the  lord- 
mayor,  lord-mayor  e!e£t,  aider- 
men  Alfop,  .Bull,  Kehnett,  Hay- 
ley,  Oliver,  Wright,  Pugh,  Peck- 
ham  and  Clarke,  the  fheriffs,  and 
recorder. 

A  petition  from  the  creditors  of 
Alderman  Wilkes, late  lord-mayor, 
was  delivered  into  the  court,  and, 
upon  a  motion  being  made  for  the 
reading  the  laid  petition,  great  de¬ 
bates  enfued;  and  on  the  queftion 
being  put,  it  was  carried  and  read. 
A  motion  was  then  made  that  the 
petition  do  lie  on  the  table,  and, 
on  a  divifion  being  demanded  and 
granted,  there  appeared  feven  al¬ 
dermen  and  73  common-council- 
men  for  the  queftion  ;  and  one  al¬ 
derman  and  72  common-council- 
men  againft  it  j  whereupon  the 
petition  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

This  day,  about  three 
24th*  o’clock  in  the  afternoon, 
his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Duke  of 
Gloucefter,  his  Duchefs,  family, 
and  retinue,  arrived  at  Gloucefter 
houfe  from  Italy  ;  his  royal  high¬ 
nefs  is  in  a  much  better  ftate  of 
health  than  was  expected. 

The  following  is  the  eftirnate  of 
the  charge  of  pulling  down  and 
rebuilding  the  gaoi  of  Newgate. 

Leafehold  ihterefts  to  be  pur- 
chafed  in  the  Old- Bailey,  from  the 
Mafcn’s  Yard  to  Newgate,  and 
Tome  houfes  oppofite  thereto, 
6cool.  The  old  materials  were  to 
pay  for  taking  down,  and  clearing 
away  the  rubbifh  to  the  furface  of 
the  ftreets.  The  New  Prifon  to 
anfwer  the  late  Seffions  Houfe,  and 
to  contain  diftindt  wards  for  the 
men  and  women  debtors,  and  men 
and  women  felons,  transports  and 


convidls;  a  chapel,  a  keepers 
houfe,  taphoufe,  futlery,  yards* 
area,  ponds  of  water,  &c.  which 
required  160  fquare's  of  new  build¬ 
ing,  which,  on  account  of  the  re¬ 
quire  ftrength,  would  coft  250k 
per  fquare,  40,000].  Salaries  and 
gratuities  to  the  furveyor,  the  com¬ 
mittee  clerk,  the  chamberlain’s 
clerks,  &c.  2750I.  Incidental  ex¬ 
penses,  1250k  Total  50,000k 

At  the  feffions  for  the 
county  of  Norfolk,  a  tradef- 
man  cf  Norwich,  for  cheating  at 
cards,  was  fined -20k  and  fentenced 
to  fuller  fix  months  imprifonment 
in  the  cafiie,  without  bail  or  main- 
prize  ;  and  in  cafe  the  laid  fine 
was  not  paid  at  the  expiration  of 
the  term,  then  to  ftand  on  the  pil¬ 
lory  one  hour,  with  his  ears  nailed 
to  the  fame. 

The  following  is  a  true  ftate  of 
the  different  methods  of  getting 
money  by  lottery  -  office- keepers, 
and  other  ingenious  perfons,  who 
have  ftruck  out  different  plans  of 
getting  money  by  the  ftate  lottery 
of  1777. 

Firft,  His  majefty’s  royal  letters 
patent  for  fecuring  the  property  of 
purchaferSi 

2dly,  A  few  office-keepers  who 
advertife,  “  By  authority  of  par¬ 
liament,”  to  fecure  your  property 
in  fhares  and  chances. 

3 d  1  y ,  Several  fchemes  for  fhares 
and  chances,  only  entitling  the 
purchafers  to  all  prizes  above  twen^ 
ty  pounds. 

qthly,  A  bait  for  thofe  who  can 
only  afford  to  venture  one  {hilling. 

Then  come  the  ingenious  fett  of 
lottery  merchants,  viz.  Lottery 
magazine  proprietors — Lottery  tay- 
lors —  Lottery  ilay  -  makers  —  Lot¬ 
tery  glovers — Lottery  hat-makers 
-—Lottery  tea-merchants — Lottery 
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fnuft  and  tobacco  merchants— Lot¬ 
tery  handkerchiefs  —  Lottery  bakers 
— Lottery  barbers  (where  a  man, 
for  being  ihaved,  and  paying 
three-pence,  may  Hand  a  chance 
cf  getting  ten  pound) — Lottery 

/hoe- blacks  - Lottery  eating- 

houfes ;  one  in  Wych-flreet,  Tem¬ 
ple-bar,  where,  if  you  call  for  fix- 
penny-worth  of  roalt  or  boiled 
beef,  you  receive  a  note  of  hand, 
with  a  number,  which,  fhould  it 
turn  out  fortunate,  may  entitle  the 
eater  of  the  beef  to  fixty  guineas. — 
Lottery  oyfler- flails,  by  which  the 
fortuhate  may  get  five  guineas  for 
three-penny- worth  of  oylters.  And, 
to  complete  this  curious  catalogue, 
an  old  woman,  who  keeps  a  fau- 
fage-flall  in  one  of  the  little  alleys 
leading  to  Smithfield,  wrote  up 
in  chalk,  Lottery  faufagss ,  or  five 
to  be  gained  for  a  farthing 

A  young  woman  at  Paris,  en¬ 
raged  at  being  abandoned  by  her 
lover ;  after  many  ufelefs  re¬ 
proaches,  at  length  waited  on  him 
a  few  days  ago,  and  told  him,  that 
being  unable  to  furvive  his  perfidy, 
fhe  was  determined  to  fight  him, 
and  that  fhe  had  brought  two  piflols 
with  her  for  that  purpofe.  The 
gentleman  took  one,  and,  making 
light  of  the  matter,  fired  it  into 
the  air*  but  file  not  imitating  his 
example,  and  become  perfectly  mad 
through  defpair,  fired  her^s  at  him, 
and  wounded  him  dreadfully  in  the 
face.  The  gentleman’s  name  is 
handed  about;  he  is  faid  to  be  a 
man  of  quality,  and  an  officer  in 
the  navy. 

Died,  at  Dover,  on  his  way  to 
Paris,  on  the  21ft  of  this  month, 
Samuel  Foote,  Efq.  He  left  Lon¬ 
don,  as  we  are  told,  on  Sunday, 
and  when  he  arrived  here  was  taken 
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ill ;  foon  after  which  he  was  feized 
with  an  apopledtic  fit,  and  never 
recovered.  He  was  attended  on 
his  journey  only  by  a  menial  fe r- 
vant.  Immediately  on  his  expir¬ 
ing,  an  exprefs  was  difpatched 
to  acquaint  his  friends  with  his 
death. 

Mr.  Foote  has  left  the  bulk  of 
his  fortune  to  his  natural  fon,  a 
child  about  feven  years  of  age  ;  but 
in  cafe  he  fhould  die  before  he  ar¬ 
rives  at  the  age  of  twenty-one, 
then  his  property  is  to  go  to  Mr, 
Jewel,  late  treasurer  of  the  Hay- 
market  theatre,  who  is  left  exe¬ 
cutor. 

Francis  Wilkes,  day-labourer,  on 
the  heath  near  Stourbridge,  aged 
109.  His  poor  neighbours  were 
perfuaded  that  he  had  purchafed 
immortality  from  a  witch. 

Thomas  Carter,  the  dwarf,  who' 
was  about  25  years  of  age,  and 
only  three  feet  four  inches  high. 


N  O  V  E  M  B  E  R. 

Mr.  RufTen,  who  was  lately 
convi&ed  at  the  Old  Bailey,  1 
was  bred  a  chair-maker,  which  pro- 
fefTion  he  followed  till  the  age  of 
25,  or  26.  Having  a  turn  for  re¬ 
ligious  difputation,  and  the  lludy 
of  the  feriptures,  he  became  a 
member  of  iome  private  focieties, 
which  met  to  difeufs  points  of 
theological  controverfy.  Some 
time  after  he  commenced  DiiTenc- 
ing  Teacher y  but  being  de/iroua 
of  entering  into  the  Church  of 
England,  he  was  (by  the  intereft 
cf  a  certain  noble  earl,  whofe  no¬ 
tice  he  had  attracted)  recommend¬ 
ed  to  the  late  Bilhop  of  London, 
who,  after  much  difficulty,  gave 
him  orders,  (as  is  exprefsly  men¬ 
tioned) 
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tioned)  becaufe  of  his  knowledge 
in  the  fcriptures;  he  then  intend¬ 
ed,  or,  at  leaft,  the  bifhop  was 
made  to  believe  he  intended*  to 
remove  to  Florida,  under  the  pro¬ 
tection  of  the  fociety  for  the  pro¬ 
pagation  of  the  gofpel  5  but  foon 
after  entering  in  to  orders,  he  thought 
proper  to  abandon  that  defign,  and 
fettled  in  London. 

When  the  lord  mayor  cleft, 
with  his  attendants,  were  feated  at 
the  lord  chancellor’s,  his  lordfhip, 
addreffing  himfelf  to  the  lord  may¬ 
or  eleft,  acquainted  him,  6i  That 
his  majefty  highly  approved  of  the 
choice  made  by  the  city  of  Lon¬ 
don;”  telling  him,  at  the  fame 
time,  what  pleafure  they  mull  feel 
on  a  return  of  that  dignity,  peace, 
and  tranquility,  which  had  been 
loft  and  difturbed  for  many  years 
paft ;  and  hoped  that  matters 
would  return  to  the  old  channel. 

1  This  evening,  about  nine 

3  *  o’clock,  the  queen  was  hap¬ 
pily  delivered  of  a  princefs.  His 
Grace  the  Archbifhop  of  Canter¬ 
bury,  feveral  lords  of  his  majefty’s 
moft  honourable  privy  council,  and 
the  ladies  of  her  majefty’s  bed¬ 
chamber,  were  prefen  t. 

-  At  a  court  of  common 

4  *  council  held  this  day,  Mr.  S. 
Thorp  got  up  and  obferved,  that 
at  the  laft  court,  a  petition  from 
the  creditors  of  Mr.  Alderman 
Wilkes  had  been  introduced,  which 
was  carried  by  a  very  final]  majo¬ 
rity  to  lie  upon  the  table ;  and 
that  the  principal  arguments  urged 
againft  the  petition  were,  that  it 
would  be  indelicate  to  interfere  in 
a  private  difpute  between  a  gentle¬ 
man  and  his  creditors  ;  the  court 
feemed  in  general  to  agree,  that 
Mr.  Wilkes’s  public  fervice  and 
fafferings  deferved  fome  recom- 


pence,  but  did  not  approve  of  that 
mode;  he  therefore  begged  leave 
to  acquaint  the  court,  that  at  the 
next  meeting  of  common  council  a 
motion  would  be  made  to  the  fol¬ 
lowing  purport; 

That  the  chamberlain  of  this 
city  be  direfted  to  pay  to  John 
Wilkes,  Efq;  thefum  of  five  hundred 
pounds  per  annum,  during  the  plea¬ 
fure  of  this  court,  as  an  acknow¬ 
ledgment  of  his  public  fervices  to 
Englifhmen  in  general,  and  to  the 
citizens  of  London  in  particular. 

An  apple-tree  in  the  orch-  ~ 
ard  of  Mr.  Hackman,  of  Lin-  1  * 
held  in  Suffex,  produced  this  year 
74bu(hels.  The  fruit  was  weighed, 
and  the  average  weight  of  each 
bufnel  was  561b.  by  which  it  ap¬ 
pears,  that  the  above  remarkable 
tree  bore  one  ton,  three  hundred, 
and  fifty -fix  pounds  weight* 

Florence ,  OB.  14.  An  account: 
has  been  received  from  Radico- 
fani,  (an  ancient  town  near  the 
confines  of  the  Roman  State)  that 
on  the  5  th  of  this  inft.  a  fevere 
iliock  of  an  earthquake  had  been 
felt  there,  and  in  the  adjacent 
mountains,  which  had  done  great 
damage :  Some  houfes  were  thrown 
down,  and  the  mountains  were 
fplit,  and  feparated  fo  as  to  ren¬ 
der  the  high  road  in  fome  places 
impaffable ;  trees  were  torn  up  by 
the  roots,  and  a  wall,  which  fur- 
rounded  a  convent  of  Francifcan 
friars,  funk  perpendicularly  into 
the  ground.  For  fome  days  before 
a  fubterraneous  noife  had  been 
heard,  which  alarmed  the  inhabit 
tants,  many  of  whom  abandoned 
the  town,  and  lived  in  tents.  The 
fame  noife  continued  after  the 
fhock,  which,  according  to  the 
common  opinion, indicates  an  erup¬ 
tion  in  fome  part  of  the  moun- 


C  H  R  o 

tain,  where  formerly  there  was  a 
volcano. 

loth  ^  ^ue*  was  lace]y  fought 
at  New- York,  between 

Capt.  Pennington,  of  the  Cold- 
ftream  Regiment  of  Foot  Guards, 
and  Capt.  I  ollemache,  hufbandof 
Lady  Bridget  T’ollemache,  when 
the  latter  was  unfortunately  killed 
on  the  fpot. - The  quarrel  origi¬ 

nated  from  a  Sonnet  being  written 
by  Capt.  Pennington,  which  Capt* 
Tollemache  took  up  as  refle&ing 
Upon  the  fuppofed  wit  of  his  lady. 
After  firing  a  brace  of  piftols  each 
without  efFeft,  the  gentlemen  drew 
their  fwords,  when  Capt.  Tolle¬ 
mache  was  run  through  the  heart, 
and  Capt.  Pennington  received  fe- 
ven  wounds,  of  which  he  lay  fo 
dangeroufly  ill  when  the  accounts 
came  away,  that  his  life  was  def- 
paired  of. 

This  day  a  court  of  com- 
'  ’  mon-council  was  held  at 

Guildhall,  at  which  were  prefent 
the  lord  mayor.  Aldermen  Alfop, 
Bridgen,  Harley,  Bull,  Sawbridge, 
the  Recorder,  Plumbe,  Oliver* 
Rennet,  Thomas,  Plomer,  Hay- 
ley.  Hart,  Wright,  Pugh,  and  the 
two  fheriffs. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  Mr. 
Chamberlain  do  pay  to  John 
Wijkes,  Efq;  alderman,  500 1.- 
per  annum,  during  the  pleafure 
®f  this  court,  for  his  paft  fervices ; 
the  fame  was  declared  to  be  car¬ 
ried  in  the  negative,  and,  a  divi- 
fion  being  demanded  and  granted, 
there  appeared  againft  the  queftion 
12  aldermen  and  5)6  commoners, 
and  for  the  queftion  four  aldermen 
and  69  commoners;  upon  which 
his  lordfhip  declared  the  fame  to 
be  carried  in  the  negative. 

A  motion  was  then  made  and 
feconded,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of 
Vol,  XX, 
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this  court,  that  the  granting  any 
annuity  to  John  Wilkes,  Efq;  al¬ 
derman  of  the  ward  of  Farringdon 
Without;,  or  the  paying  any  of  that; 
gentleman’s  debts  out  of  the  city 
cafh,  whether  contracted  in  his 
mayoralty  or  not,  would  be  an 
improper  application  thereof,  and 
a  moil:  dangerous  precedent;  and 
the  previous  queftion  being  put, 
whether  that  queftion  be  now  put* 
the  fame  was  refolved  in  the  af¬ 
firmative;  and,  the  queftion  being 
put,  the  lord  mayor  declared  the 
fame  was  carried  in  the  affirma¬ 
tive  ;  and,  a  divifion  being  de¬ 
manded  and  granted,  there  ap¬ 
peared  12  aldermen  and  93  com- 
moners  for  the  affirmative,  and 
four  aldermen  and  76  commoners 
for  the  negative,  whereupon  the 
fame  was  declared  to  be  refolved 
in  the  affirmative. 

'1  he  following  motion  of  thanks 
to  the  late  lord  mayor  was  agreed 
to  :  — 

It  is  unanimoufly  refolved  and 
ordered,  that  the  thanks  of  this 
court  be  given  to  the  Right  Hon, 
Sir  Thomas  Hallifax,  Knt.  late 
lord  mayor  of  this  city,  for  his 
conflant  application  to,  and  faith¬ 
ful  performance  of,  the  duties  of 
that  high  and  important  office  ; 
for  fupporting  the  honour  and  dig¬ 
nity  thereof  with  fpiendcr  and  hof- 
pitalky  ;  for  bis  diligent  and  un¬ 
wearied  attendance  in  the  admirii- 
ftration  of  juftice,  which  he  dii- 
charged  in  every  in  fiance  with  the 
ntmoll  candour  and  impartiality  ; 
for  his  chearful  and  ready  com¬ 
pliance  with  the  reft  of  his  feliow- 
citizens,  whenever  they  defired  to  v 
be  allembled ;  for  the  eafy  acceis 
he  conftantly  gave  to  every  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  corporation  ;  for  his  vi¬ 
gilant  and  Heady  attachment  to, 
[0]  ,  and 
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snd  very  able  vindication  of,  the 
COR  ftitutional  rights  of  the  fubjed, 
by  refufing  to  back  prefs- warrants ; 
for  His  great  humanity  in  relieving 
the  diftreffes  of  the  poor,  thereby 
enabling  them  to  enjoy  the  bleftings 
of  a  plentiful  haiveft  ;  and  his 
fir-m riels  in  promoting,  on  all  oc- 
cafions,  the  true  interefts  of  this 
great  metropolis. 

°  ,  This  day  his  Majefty 
20tl1*  opened  the  prefent  feftion 
of  parliament,  being  the  fourth  of 
the  fourteenth  parliament  of  Great- 
Britain,  with  a  moil  gracious 
fbeech  from  the  throne. 

This  day,  in  the  court  of 
25“*  K'ingVBench,  a  queftien, 
which  has  been  fufpended  on  the 
ob  polite  opinions,  and  by  cpponte 
adjudications  of  different  judges, 
for  upwards  of  two  hundred  years, 
was  folemnly  determined  in  this 
Court  by  Lord  Mansfield,  with  the 
unanimous  concurrence  of  ail  the 
judges.  The  cafe  was  between 
Pugh  and  the  Duke  of  Leeds,  and 
the  queftion  refpedling  the  con- 
ftrudtion  in  leafes  of  the  terms  44  of 
and  from  the  dated’  and  44  from  the 
day  of  the  date:”  —  Whether  one 
did  hot  imply  a  leafe  in  poffeffion , 
and  the  other  a  leafe  in  reverfion  ? 
His  lordihip  was  of  opinion,  that 
either  form  was  to  be  conftrued 
according  to  the  feiife  of  the  words, 
as  they  frequently  occur,  and  are 
ofed  in  the  language,  and  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  obvious  intent  and,  mean¬ 
ing  of  the  parties  ;  and  He  ob¬ 
served,  that  although  the  moll 
learned  in  the  profeifion  had  cavil¬ 
led  upon  them  for  fo  many  years, 
with  a  contention  fhamefu i  even 
to  fc Hoc) men,  they  ought  to  be 
con  fid  ere  d  as  of  equal  meaning  : 
That  in  law  there  was  no  fraction 
of  a  da.y  ;  and  that  of  and  from  the 


day  of  the  date ,  and  of  and  from  thi 
date ,  ftri&ly  implied  the  very  fame 
meaning. 

In  the  court  of  common  2f.tyl4 
pleas  was  finally  determin¬ 
ed,  the  queftion  referved  for  the 
opinion  of  the  bench,  in  tne  cafe 
of  Sayre  and  Rochford.  7  he 
queftion  Was  upon  the  admiftibiiity 
of  certain  evidence  offered  by  the 
plaintiff  on  the  trial,  and  if  admit¬ 
ted  its  fubfequent  conferences 
iioon  the  merits.  rLhe  queftion  was 
fiequently  very  ably  argued.  by 
counfel  on  both  fides.  Mr.  Serjeant 
Glynn  yefterday  argued  his  point 
with  great  ingenuity;  contended, 
that  the  offer  of  bail  made  by  Mr. 
Reynolds,  and  rejected  by  the  fe- 
crCtary  of  ftate  in  his  capacity  as 
m a gi ftra te,  made  him  a  treipaffcr 
ab  mitio,  as  his  client  was  com¬ 
mitted  for  a  bailable  offence.  Ser¬ 
jeant  Davy,  on  the  other  fide* 
overturned  the  reafoning  of  his 
learned  brother,  and  defended  the 
commitment.  As  focn  as  the  ar¬ 
guments  were  finifhed  by  the  bar., 
Chief  juftice  de  Grey  delivered  his 
opinion  in  the  cleareft  and  nioft 
forcible  manner.  _  He  began  by 
obferving  the  queftion  was  within 
a  very  narrow  com  pa fs,  and  de¬ 
pended  upon  the  pleadings,,  which 
he  ftated.  He  faid,  that  a  queftion 
of  fadl  and  law  “arofe  5  but  until 
the  fir  ft  was  eftabli  fined,  the  other 
could  not  be  entered  upon  5  he 
then  defined  the  nature  of  fpecial 
pleading  5  what  could  or  could  not 
be  brought  in  ifftre  :  he  took  no¬ 
tice  of  what  came  from  the  bar  rO- 
fpedting  magiftrates  :  he  was  clear¬ 
ly  of  opinion,  that  a  magiftrate 
afting  by  virtue  of  his  authority,  but 
ffiiftaking  their  extent,  was  not  to 
be  confidered  as  a  trefpaffer  ab 
initio,  but  only  from  his  departure 
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frortl  legal  authority.  lie  then  re¬ 
turned  to  the  fir  ft  queftion,  and 
took  a  view  of  the  replication,  and 
declared  it  as  his  opinion,  that  no 
new  matter  could  be  introduced  or 
given  in  evidence  by  the  plaintiff 
Sayre,  without  a  flagrant  violation 
of  the  rules  of  law  that  govern 
fpecial  pleading.  The  other  juftices 
agreed  in  opinion  with  Sir  William 
DeGrev,  and  cited  feveral  adjudged 
cafes  that  made  directly  againlt 
what  was  contended  for  by  the 
plaintiff. 

Yefterday  morning  Mr.  Horne 
appeared  at  the  bar  of  the  court  of 
King’s  Bench,  Weftminfter,  to  re¬ 
ceive  fentence,  for  publifhing  an 
advertifement  from  the  Conilitu- 
tional  Society,  accufing  his  ma- 
jelly’s,  troops  at  Lexington,  in 
America,  of  murder.  The  four 
judges  of  that  court  were  prefer. t. 
Lord  Mansfield  opened  the  bufmefs 
with  great  candour  and  ability, 
and  in  a  clear  and  mafterly  man¬ 
ner,  and  was  fallowed  by  the  at¬ 
torney  general.  Mr.  Horne  re¬ 
plied,  and  fpoke  for  about  three 
quarters  of  an  hour  refpetfling  two 
tirCLimftances  by  him  averred  to  be 
omitted  in  the  information  again  ft 
Mm,  viz,  that  the  Americans  were 
in  rebellion,  and  that  the  King 
had  fent  troops  to  America  to  fup- 
prefs  it,  and  to  exculpate  himfelf 
from  the  charge  ;  after  which  the 
court  paffed  the  following  fentence 
tpn  him,  viz.  That  he  (ho.uld  be 
imprifoned  for  one  year,  pay  a  fine 
of  two  hundred  pounds,  and  find 
Security  for  his  good  behaviour  for 
three  years,  himfelf  in  400 1.  and 
two  fecurities  in20ol.  each.  The 
court  was  very  full,  and  the  above 
bufmefs  took  up  about  an  hour 
and  a  half* 
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Florence ,  AW.  4. 

On  the  1  5  th  of  laid  mon^h  a  vio¬ 
lent  florm,  which  extended  itlelf 
thro’  various  parts  of  T ufcany,  oc¬ 
casioned  very  great  damage,  par¬ 
ticularly  in  the  province  called 
Mugello.  The  rivers  overflowed 
their  banks,  the  water  in  fome 
places  rifing  to  the  height  of  fif¬ 
teen  feet,  and  made  a  general  de- 
vaftation  in  all  the  adjacent  parts  5 
many  buildings  were  thrown  down, 
and  a  great  number  of  cattle  de¬ 
ft  royed  i  great  part  of  the  ftate  of 
Pifa  was  like  wife  laid  under  water, 
and  itill  remains  in  fo  bad  a  con¬ 
dition  as  to  prevent  it3  being  cul¬ 
tivated  ;  the  great  refervoir  on  the 
mountain,  which  fupplies  the  tovva 
of  Pifa  with  water,  was  much  da¬ 
maged.  The  ftate  of  I.ucca  has 
alfo  fullered  greatly  by  the  over-* 
flowing  of  the  river  Serchio.  This 
ftorm  of  rain  was  accompanied  by 
a  violent  wind,  with  thunder,  light¬ 
ning,  and  hail  of  an  extraordinary 
flze,  which  did  great  damage  to 
the  buildings  and  fruit-trees  ;  and 
feveral  ftiocks  oi  an  earthquake 
were  felt  in  many  parts  daring  the 
ftorm,  which lailed  ten  hours.  Ac¬ 
counts  are  daily  coming  in  of  the 
devaftation  it  has  caufed  in  differ¬ 
ent.  places. 

Mr.  Gretton,  aMiddlefex  Q  » 

♦  j  *  1  2oul« 

j  twice*  appeared  in  the  court 
of  King’s  Bench,  to  juiftify  bail  upon 
an  £yftion  of  trover  for  the  furxi  of 
1 0,000  L  It  appeared,  that  Mr, 
Gretton  had  been  applied  to  in  the 
cafe  of  Moudroit,  who  was  inhu¬ 
manly  murdered  (fee  p,  204)  ;  that 
he  had  fee 0 red  fuch  paxt  of  Moth- 
droit’s  effects  as  could  be  recovered, 
for  the  benefit  of  his  right  heirs ; 
but  that  a  wDman,  of  infamous 
character,  had  been  procured,  who 
[0]  z  had 
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had  fworn  herfelf  the  mother  of  lins,  Michael  Cafhmin,  Henry 
Moudroit,  and  the  next  bf  kin;  Parkinfon,  Thomas  Antibus,  Tho- 
whereas  there  were  now  alive  a  mas  Tilling,  George  Johnfon,  and 
wife  and  child,  to  whom  he  was  John  Smith,  alias  Smithwaite,  for 
ready  to  deliver  faid  effects,  when-  privately  healing, 
ever  he  could  do  it  with  fafety.  His  MajeSy  was  alfo  pleafed,  a 
Lord  Mansfield  ordered  the  woman  few  days  afterwards,  to  refpite  the 
to  be  profecuted  for  perjury,  and  execution  of  Sarah  Eilifon  during 
thejultice  to  be  difcharged  on  com-  his  pleafure. 
jnon  bail.  Was  tried  before  Lord  , 

Died,  At  Afkew,  near  Bedale,  Mansfield  in  the  court  of  3 


in  Yorkshire,  Ann  johnfon,  in  her 
105th  year.  She  was  mother  to  fix 
children,  grandmother  to  thirty -fix, 
and  great-grandmother  to  fix. 

In  his  78th  year,  Mr.  William 
Bowyer,  an  eminent  printer,  and 
who  united  to  that  profefiion  a 
diSinguiihed  degree  of  claflical  and 
critical  erudition. 

John  Houfeman,  a  labouring 
man,  at  Sefiay,  near  Thirlk,  in 
YorkSiire,  aged  1 1 1 . 

The  celebrated  Dr.  Rock,  aged 
$7  years. 


DECEMBER. 

? jj.  This  evening  the  young 

princefs  was  baptized  in  the 
council  chamber  at  St*  James’s  by 
the  Archbifhop  of  Canterbury,  by 
the  name  of  Sophia.  There  was 
a  great  number  of  the  nobility  pre¬ 
fer. 

j  The  report  was  made  to  his 
Majefty  in  council  of  the  con- 
vi£s  under  fentence  of  death  in 
Newgate,  when  the  three  following 
were  ordered  for  execution  on  Fri 
day  the  12th  inS.  viz.  Morris 
Geary,  Sarah  Eilifon,  and  Benja¬ 
min  Rufien. 

The  following  were  refpited 
during  his  Majefty’s  pleafure,  viz. 
James.  Anderfon*  Nicholas  Rider, 
William  Leveridge,  Robert  Col- 


King’s  Bench,  a  remarkable  caufe, 
the  firS  of  its  kind,  Cabrier  again!! 
Anderfon,  for  putting  his  (Ca~ 
brier’s)  name  to  five  watches  made 
by  the  defendant,  and  thereby 
hurting  the  reputation  of  the  plain¬ 
tiff.  A  verdicS  was  given  for 
look  being  20k  for  each  watch, 
agreeable  to  an  a£t  of  parliament 
of  William  III. 

This  night’s  Gazette  con-  ,  , 
tains  a  lift  of  veffels  feized  as  1  * 
prizes,  and  of  recaptures  made  by 
the  American  fquadron,  between 
the  27th  of  May  and  24th  of  Octo¬ 
ber,  1777*  according  to  the  re¬ 
turns  received,  by  Vice  Admiral 
Lord  Vifcount  Howe.  The  total 
number  of  prizes  118,  recaptures 
13.  Signed  by  Lord  Howe. 

The  feffions  ended  at  the  Old 
Bailey,  when  the  following  pri- 
foners  were  fentenced  to  death  : 
viz.  John  North,  for  Sealing  a 
gelding ;  John  Gahagan,  for  break¬ 
ing  into  a  houfe  at  Mary-bone,  and 
Sealing  a  20k  bank-note,  three 
guineas,  eight  half-guineas.  See. 
William  Borden,  for  a  burglary  in 
the  dwelling  houfe  of  Mr.  Colley, 
at  Shoreditch,  and  Sealing  lace 
and  millenery  goods  to  the  value 
of  300k  T.  Field,  for  a  burglary 
in  the  houfe  of  Mr.  Whitehead, 
grocer,  in  St.  John’s-Sreet,  and  1 
Sealing  fome  notes  and  50k  in  1 
caSi ;  Morgan  Morris  and  Benja-  i 
•  ^  min 
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nun  Johnfon,  for  breaking  open 
fome  dables  in  Chifwell  -  dreet, 
and  dealing  feveral  bridles,  four 
faddles,  and  a  horfe  cloth  ;  Wm. 
Pollard,  for  breaking  and  entering 
the  houfe  and  apartment  of  Rich¬ 
ard  Longworth,  in  the  Old  Bailey, 
and  dealing  a  black  filk  mode 
cloak,  and  other  apparel  ;  and 
Francis  Mercier,  othervvife  Louis 
de  Butte,  for  the  wilful  murder  of 
Monf.  Moudroit. 

When  Mercier  was  brought  into 
court,  on  being  afked,  whether  he 
was  guilty  or  not  guilty?  he  ap¬ 
peared  fo  ftupified,  as  not  to  be 
able  to  make  any  anfwer.  The 
quedion  was  repeated  feveral  times, 
but  without  effeft  :  Judge  Adon 
then  ordered  the  aft  to  be  read, 
which  enables  the  court  to  pafs 
fentence  when  prifoners  refufe  to 
plead  ;  a  jury  was  therefore  im- 
pannelled  to  try  whether  the  pri¬ 
soner  was  obdinately  mute,  or  mute 
by  the  vifitation  of  God.  One 
vvitnefs  proved  that  on  Thurfday 
right  he  was  with  the  prifoner 
fome  time ;  that  he  underdcod 
Englifh  pretty  well  ;  that  he  then 
converfed  with  chearfulnefs,  and 
did  not  feem  unable  to  take  his 
trial.  The  next  vvitnefs  was  Juf- 
tice  Gretton,  who  proved  that  the 
prifoner  both  /poke  and  wrote 
Englilh  ;  the  third  vvitnefs  was  one 
of  the  gaoler’s  fervants,  who  prov¬ 
ed,  that  as  they  were  bringing  him 
fromNewgate,  he  heard  him  ipeak, 
and  fay  he  would  not  fit.  A  fur- 
geon  alfo  examined  the  prifoner, 
who  faid  there  did  not  appear  to 
him  any  caufe  why  he  could  not 
(peak.  Judge  Adon  then  fummed 
qp  this  evidence  to  the  jury,  when 
they  gave  their  verdift,  that  the 
prifoner  was  obdinately  mute,  and 
not  by  the  vifitation  of  God  ;  then 


the  judge  proceeded  to  pafs  fen¬ 
tence,  that  he  fhould  be  hanged 
next  Monday,  and  his  body  to  be 
anatomized  ;  he  was  then  taken 
out  of  court,  and  after  the  next 
trial  was  over,  Mr.  Akerman  ac¬ 
quainted  the  court  that  Mercier 
was  come  to  his  fenfes,  and  de- 
dred  to  fpeak  to  the  court  ;  he  was 
therefore  brought  in  again,  and 
then  appeared  fenfible,  though 
weak;  his  requed  was,  that  his 
fentence  might  be  refpired  for  fome 
time  till  he  could  repent  of  his 
crime,  and  prepare  for  death  ;  this 
could  not  be  complied  with,  and 
he  was  remanded  accordingly. 

Abraham  Adams  and  John  Foote 
were  convifted  of  killing  and  day- 
ing  Elizabeth  Jefferies,  at  Beth¬ 
nal-green,  on  the  5th  of  Novem¬ 
ber  lad,  by  firing  a  pidol  (at  a 
bonfire),  the  wadding  of  which 
wounded  the  child  in  the  fide,  and 
occafioned  its  death.  William 
Wynn,  a  podman  belonging  to  the 
General  Pod-office,  was  tried  for 
felonioudy  dealing,  on  the  7th  of 
Oftober  lad,  from  out  of  a  letter 
direfted  to  the  Hon.  Lady  Mary 
Forbes,  at  Margate,  ten  bank  pod 
bills,  payable  to  the  Hon.  John 
Forbes,  value  received  of  John 
Lamb,  of  Golden-fquare,  Efq; 
lettered,  marked,  and  numbered, 
as  dated  in  the  indiftment.  The 
indictment  was  not  laid  capital, 
but  he  was  found  guilty.  Fourteen 
were  fenienced  to  hard  labour  on 
the  Thames  for  three  years  ;  ten 
to  hard  labour  in  the  houfe  of  cor¬ 
rection,  three  of  whom  are  for  five 
years,  and  feven  for  three  years  ; 
31  branded,  and  committed  to  the 
houfe  of  correction  for  different 
terms;  fivebranded,  andimprifoned 
in  Newgate;  5  to  be  whipped ;  and 
q2weredifcharged  by  proclamation. 

[  0]  3  J.  Holmes., 
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J.  Holmes,  the  grave-digger  of 
St.  George’s,  Bloomfbury,  Robert 
Williams,  his  alii  ft  ant,  and  Either 
Donaldfon,  were  indifted  at  the 
Guildhall,  Weftminfter,  for  a  mif- 
demeanor,  for  ftealing  the  dead 
body  of  Mrs.  Jane  Sainfbury,  who 
died  on  the  9th  of  la  ft  October, 
and  was  buried  in  the  buriai  place 
of  St.  George’s,  Bloomfbury,  on 
the  Monday  following.  On  this 
ciccafion-,  Mr.  Sainfbury  was  under 
the  painful  neceffity  of  appearing 
to  identify  the  remains  of  his  wife. 
Holmes  and  Williams  were  found 
guilty  on  the  cleared  evidence  ; 
but  nothing  being  proved  againft 
Donaldfon,  fhe  was  acquitted.  The 
fe ntence  of  Holmes  and  Williams 
was  fix  months  imprifonment  each, 
and  each  to  be  publicly  and  feverely 
whipped  twice,  in  the  firft  and  1  alb 
week  of  their  imprifonment,  from 
Kingfgate-ftre,-n, BoiUorn,  toDyot- 
ftreet,  St.  Giles’s,  which  is  full 
half  a  mile.  The  latter  part  of 
the  fentence  has  been  fince  remit¬ 
ted  by  his  Majelly,  as  it  was  ap¬ 
prehended  that  the  mob  were  fo 
irritated  againft  them,  that  their 
lives  might  be  endangered  by  its 
execution. 

A  very  extraordinary  affair 
^  became  the  fuhjeft  of  inveftE 
/  gation  upon  the  trial  of  an  appeal 
at  Guildhall,  Weftminller.  A  man 
lived  with  his  wife  23  years,  in 
the  courfe  of  which  he  had  eight 
children  by  her.  On  a  fudden  he 
tvas  ftruck  with  the  perform!  quali¬ 
fications  of  another  female,  whom 
he  courted  ;  and  in  order  to  g'ain 
full  pcfieffion  of  Jiis  charmer,  this 
dotard  inftituted  a  fuit  of  jadli  Ra¬ 
tion  j  ♦he  commons,  under  a  co¬ 
lour  tha't  his  marriage  being  in  the 
Fleet,  was  unlawful,  confequently 
li riband  void,  though  it  took  place 


before  the  aft  to  prohibit  their  tak¬ 
ing  eft'cft  in  point  of  law  3  the 
confequence  was,  what  the  man 
forefaw  and  relied  upon  ;  The 
woman,  unable  to  ftipport  the  very 
heavy  charges  of  a  defence,  was 
forced  to  give  a  tacit  acknowledg¬ 
ment  of  her  hufband’s  allegations, 
and  of  courfe  the  ecclefiaftical  court 
pronounced  the  man  free  to  marry 
ao-ain.  He  then  had  obtained  his 
wifhes,  and  takes  by  the  hand  his 
beloved  objeft,  and'  abandons  his 
firft  wife,  who,  wi  h  four  fine  chil¬ 
dren,  in  courfe  fell  upon  the  pa¬ 
rish.  A  very  intereftin.g  argument 
enfued  between  the  counsel,  how 
far  the  fentence  in  the  ccomons 
fhould  operate  againft  the  tefti- 
mony  cf  the  firft  wife.  On  one 
fide  it  was  infilled,  that  the  judg¬ 
ment  was  much  more  than  fufficient 
to  overturn  her  evidence,  for  there 
were  not  only  the  allegations,  but 
other  proof  to  combat  the  teftimony 
now  given.  On  the  contrary,  a 
comparifon  was  made  of  this  cafe 
with  that  of  a  certain  nolle  lady, 
where  the  fentence  was  procured 
by  collufion,  and  therefore  not 
binding,  or  operative  u?  any  other 
court  whatsoever.  Hir  j «  Hawkins 
and  the  whole  bench  concur’ t.  d  in 
the  latter  opinion,  and  exprefied 
themfelves  warmly  againft  the  huf- 
band,  who,  to  the  aitonifhment  of 
all  prefent,  appeared  at  the  fide  of 
the  council  that  argued  in  defence 
of  the  civil  decree.  Sir  John  will¬ 
ed,  he  faid,  that  the  court  had 
been  impowered  to  throw  the  whole 
expence  upon  the  hufband,  who 
had  afted  the  charafter  of  a  villain 
with  fo  much  compofure.  He 
ftrongly  recommended  an  indift- 
mentagainft  him  for  bigamy,  which 
the  attorney  for  the  pariffi  under¬ 
took  to  p'rcfecu  te. 

9th .  'The 
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.  The  towns  of  Mancheder 
and  Liverpool  have  entered 
into  a  fubfcription  to  raife  a  regi¬ 
ment  each,  to  be  employed  againil 
the  rebels  in  America. 

,  His  majefty  went  to  the 
IOt  *  Houfe  of  Peers,  and  gave 
the  royal  aflent  to  the  following 
bills  :  The  land  tax  bill  ;  the 
malt  bill;  the  bill  for  fufpending 
the  habeas  corpus  a 61  ;  the  Vice- 
Treafurers  of  Ireland’s  bill,  and 
fuch  other  bills  as  were  ready. 

,  By  the  advice  of  Lord 
I2th*  Mansfield,  the  judges  have 
declined  giving  an  opinion  upon 
the  referved  objections,  as  dated 
by  Mr.  Morgan,  in  the  cafe  of 
Harrifon,  convifted  for  forgery. 
Judge  Biackdone,  who  tried  him, 
declares,  that  there  is  no  law  ex- 
iiling  under  which  he  can  fufFer, 
and  that  therefore  he  ought  to  have 
the  benefic  of  the  law?  and  receive 
an  immediate  difcharge.  The  o- 
ther  judges  advife,  that  he  fhould 
wave  his  demand  of  being  heard 
by  counfel,  and  plead  the  king’s 
pardon,  iffued  under  the  great- 
feal  ;  and  fay,  that,  in  cafe  of  re- 
fufal,  they  will  conlider  the  cafe 
with  the  utmod  caution  ;  fo  that 
the  friends  of  the  convict,  to  avoid 
danger,  advifed  him  to  accept  oi; 
the  medium. 

This  day  the  Rev.  Mr.  Ruflen, 
for  a  rape,  and  Morris  Geary,  for 
coining,  were  executed  at  Tyburn. 
RufTen,  jud  before  he  left  the  pri¬ 
son,  feeing  a  company  about  him, 
made  ufe  of  this  emphatical  ex- 
preffion.  Stand  clear,  look  to  your- 
J elves,  I  am  the  firft  hypocrite  in 
'Sion.  He  behaved  with  decency, 
and  the  parting  between  him  and 
his  fon  was  very  affeCting.  He 
denied  to  the  lad  his  having  carnal 
knowledge  of  the  girl  who  fwore 


againd  him,  but  confelTed  that  he 
had  done  what  he  ought  not  to  have 
done. 

One  Harris  dood  on  the  pillory 
near  Weftminder  -  hall  gate,  for 
wilful  and  corrupt  perjury.  He 
fwore  to  ferving  a  notice  of  a  judi- 
fication  of  bail,  in  an  action  of 
750I.  whereby  the  debtor  put  in 
fham-bail,  was  releafed  from  pri- 
fon,  and  the  creditor  irrecoverably 
lod  his  debt. 

The  monument  of  Mrs.  ^ 
Macaulay,  which  was  erec¬ 
ted  by  Dr.  Wilfon,  in  the  church 
of  St.  Stephen,  Walbrook,  is,  by 
order  of  the  vedry,  to  be  taken 
down,  leave  not  having  been  ob¬ 
tained  for  putting  it  up, 

A  patent  paded  the  great  ^  ^ 
feal  of  a  grant  to  the  Right 
Hon.  Sir  Sidney  Stafford  Smythe, 
of  a  penfion  of  25Q0I.  per  ann, 
payable  at  the  exchequer,  to  corii- 
mence  from  the  date  of  his  refig- 
nation  . 

Lately  came  on  before  the  jus¬ 
tices,  at  the  Guildhall,  Weftmiri- 
der,  a  trial  with  which  the  public 
fhould  be  made  acquainted.  One 
Holdernefs,  a  waterman,  plied 
feme  gentlemen,  and,  when  in  his 
boat,  afked  where  they  were  going, 
up  or  down  l  They  anfwered, 
down  ;  on  which  he  fwore  he  would 
not  carry  them.  The  company  in¬ 
filling  that  he  fhould,  he  fwagged 
the  boat,  and  in  a  few  minutes, 
filled  it,  and  funk  it  in  fourteen 
feet  water,  and  it  was  almod  a  mi¬ 
racle  that  no  lives  were  lod.  The 
gentlemen  complained  to  the  wa¬ 
terman’s  company,  but  they  d  r 
miffed  the  complaint,  on 
ground  that  nofkuller  was  c  y  -’c* 
by  law,  to  go  farther  dc  u  an 
Cuckold’s  Point,  nor  f  ■'.-** 
than  Vauxhall,  as  below  or  -  ■  e 
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thole  places  there  were  no  fettled  voted  into  the  chair,  when  feveral 
faref*>  The  court,  however,  were  refolutions  were  voted,  and  carried 
pf  opinion,  that  a  waterman  ply-  without  a  division.  *  When  this 
ing  for  paflengers,  had  no  right  to  bulinefs  was  ended,  a  committee 
demand  where  they  would  be  land-  was  chofen,  and  a  fubfcription 
ed,  much  lefs  had  he  a  right  to  opened,  at  which  upwards  of  Bool, 
endanger  their  lives  by  finking  his  were  fubfcribed  in  lefs  than  an 
boar.  Being  tried  for  an  affault,  hour.  The  four  members  for  the 
he  was  found  guilty,  and  the  court  city,  with  feveral  other  gentlemen, 
were  proceeding  to  pronounce  fen-  were  chofen  on  the  committee, 
tence  of  imprifonment  in  Newgate  Thomas  Sherwood  was 
for  one  whole  year,  when  the  pro-  examined  before  Sir  John  27th* 
fecuior  interpofed,  in  companion  Fielding,  when  it  appeared,  that, 
to  his  family,  and  requeued  that  by  means  of  4  forged  letter  of  atr 
n  might  be  mitigated  to  three  torney  in  the  joint  names  of  Meffrs, 
months.  .  Myonet  and  French,  two  country 

2Ath  ,  ■^cau*'ecarne(:>n  at  Guild-  clergymen,  he  had  fold  out  flock 
4  ’  hall,  before  Lord  Manf-  in  the  3  per  cent.  Bank  confol.  tc; 
field  and  a  fpecial  jury,  in  which  the  amount  of  700].  and  in  the 
Meflrs.  Lewfly  and  Co.  merchants  South-Sea  houfe  800!,  under  the 
of  Brifloi,  were  plaintiffs  ;  and  fame  forged  power,  to  which  he 
Me  firs.  Cam  and  Co.  clothiers  of  had  drawn  in  his  brother  and  his 
Bradford,  Wilts,  defendants.  The  apprentice  to  be  fubfcribing  wit- 
matter  in  difpute  was,  vvhofe  pro-  neffes,  whom  Sherwood  perfuaded 
pei  ty  a  certain  quantity  of  Spanilh.  to  call  themfelves  falefmen  of 
wool  was,  that  yvas  unfortunately  Houndfditch,  though  only  fervants 
defboyed  by  the  memorable  fire  in  to  himfelf.  It  appears,  likewife, 
Bell-lane,  Brifloi,  occafioned  by  that,  notwithflanding  this  fraud, 
the  villainous  defigns  of  John  the  Sherwood  became  a  bankrupt,  and 
painter,  fome  of  which  wool  had  that  he  was  detected  by  this  forg- 


been  previoufiy  purchafed  by  the 
defendants,  but  at  that  time  re¬ 
gained  in  the  warehoufes  of  the 
plaintiffs.  Evidence  being  pro- 


ed  power  being  found  among  his 
papers. 

Died,  John  Dyer,  at  Burton, 
-  or-  in  Lancafhire,  aged  112.  He  had 

duced  to  prove  the  weighing  of  the  been  a  foldier  in  the  fervice  of 
wool,  and  the  delivery  of  the  bill  King  William,  and  afterwards  in 

r  r»  n  1*  z'  a  1  ♦  b  «  C .  t  1  »  /•  — . 


of  parcels  for  the  fame  to  the  de 
fendants,  it  was  deemed  a  com¬ 
plete  fale,  and  the  jury  immedi¬ 
ately  gave  a  yerdidt  for  the  plain¬ 
tiff's.  1 

Alfo  this  day  a  meeting  was 
held  at  the  King’s  Arms  tayern  in 
Cornhill,  to  conftder  of  the  rnqfl: 
cffetlual  mode  of  relieving  the 
diftreffes  of  the  American  prifon 


that  of  Queen  Ann1,  under  the 
Duke  of  Marlborough, 


(general  Bill  of  ah  ibe  Chr'ijl  ening!* 
atid  Burials ,  from  December  10. 
1776,  to  December  16,  1 777. 


Chriflened. 

r -  Males  92^3 

!?rs.  T  ^ie  different  gaols  of  Great  Females  8962 
Britain  and  Ireland  J 


Britain  and  Ireland.  About  one  _ _ 

o’clock  Robert  Mackey,  Efqj  was  In  all  18300 


Buried. 

Males  11768 
Females  11566 


In  all  2333, 
Whergo 


C  II  R  o  N 


5 

I  O 
20 

3° 

4° 

5° 

6o 

70 

80 

90 


8889 


Whereof  have  died. 

Under  two  years  of  age 
Between  2  and 
5  and 
10  and 
20  and 
30  and 
40  and 
50  and 
60  and 
70  and 
80  and 
90  and  100 

100  and  1 

100  and  4 

100  and  5 

Increafed  in  the  Burials  this  year 
4286, 

Bill  of  Mortality  for  Norwich, 
Chriftened.  Bnried. 

Males  704  Males  502 

Females  583  Females  494 
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BIRTHS  for  the  year  1777. 


2609  Jan.  15.  Her  Grace  the  Duchefs 


982 

822 

1 54° 
!$94 

J993 

1710 

1360 

1096 

•2  7*7 

48 

1 

2 

1 


In  all  1289  In  all  996 

Increafed  in  Chriftenings  77. 

Decreafed  in  Burials  362. 

At  Whitehaven,  Baptifms  273. 
Marriages  92.  Burials  207.  In¬ 
creafed  in  baptifms  15.  Increafed 
in  marriages  3.  Decreafed  in  bu¬ 
rials  254. 

At  Whitby, Baptifms  278.  Mar¬ 
riages  100.  Burials  219.  In¬ 
creafed  in  baptifms  37.  Increafed 
in  marriages  24.  Decreafed  in 
burials  59— The  Diftenters  are  not 
included  in  thefe  numbers. 

At  Manchefter,  there  were  1513 
.chriftenings,  577  marriages,  and 
864  burials*  Increafed  in  chriften¬ 
ings  272;  increafed  in  marriages 
83  ;  decreafed  in  burials  356. 

At  Liverpool,  there  were  1224 
<chriftenings,  455  marriages,  and 
J760  burials.  Decreafed  in  chrif¬ 
tenings  12  ;  decreafed  in  marriages 
<?3  ;  increafed  in  burials  0 


of  Buceleugh,  of  a  fon. 

20.  The  lady  of  Sir  John  Smith, 

Bart,  of  a  fon,  in  Pall- 
mall. 

Feb.  14.  Fhe  lady  of  Sir  luftin- 
ian  Ilham,  Bart/  of  a 
fon. 

The  lady  of  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Baron  Hotham,  of  a  fon, 
in  Norfolk- ftreet.  Strand. 

March  10.  The  Hon.  Lady  Bagot, 
in  Upper  Brook-ftreet,  of 

a  fon. 

i  heLady ofLord  Stormont, 
at  his  lordlhip’s  hotel,  in 
Paris,  of  a  fon  and  heir. 

Lady  of  the  Hon.  Charles 
Hope  Weir,  of  a  daugh¬ 
ter. 

April 3.  Rt.  Hon.  Lady  Tyrcon- 
nel,  of  a  fon. 

Lady  Bayntun,  of  a  fon,. 

16.  Lady  of  Hon.  Mart.  Bladen 
Hawke,  of  a  fon. 

Lady  of  the  Hon.  Col.  Con* 
way,  of  a  fon. 

The  lady  of  Sir  Martin 
Folkes,  Bart,  of  a  daugh¬ 
ter,  at  Hillington-Hail, 
in  Norfolk. 

21,  Mademoifelle  de  Valiabri- 
ga,  fpoufe  to  the  Infant 
Don  Louis  of  Spain,  of 
a  prince,  at  Cadahalfo. 

24.  The  Grand  Duchefs  of  Tuf- 
cany,  of  a  princefs,  at  a 
palace  near  Florence. 

The  lady  of  Sir  Watkin 
Williams  Wynn,  Bart, 
of  a  daughter. 

May  7.  Her  grace  the  Duchefs  of 
Leinfter,  of  a  daughter, 
at  Leinfter-houfe,  in  Ire¬ 
land. 

The 


j 
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The  lady  of  the  Right  Hon. 
Lord  KenEngton,  of  a 
ion.  His  lordfhip  and  his 
lady  have  been  married 
twenty-two  years,  and 
never  had  a  child  before. 

The  lady  of  Lord  Wil¬ 
loughby  de  Broke,  of  a 
fon . 

June  1.  Right  Hon.  Lady  Ndrth, 
of  a  Ion. 

Right  Hon.  Countefs  of 
Rothes,  lady  of  Dr.  Pe- 
pys,  of  a  daughter. 

July  1.  Right  Hon.  Lady  Har- 
roughbv,  of  a  fon. 

Her  grace  the  Duchefs  of 
Grafton,  of  a  daughter. 

28.  Her  royal  and  ferene 
highnefs  the  Princefs 
of  HeEe  Caffel,  of  a 
prince. 

Aug.  4.  The  Right  Hon.  Lady 
Townfhend,  of  a  fon. 

Hon.  Mrs.  Hobart,  of  a 
fon. 

The  Duchefs  of  Chartres, 
of  two  princeffes, 

1 9.  Her  majelty  the  Queen  of 
the  Two  Sicilies,  of  a 
prince,  Rnce  named  Fran¬ 
cis,  Janvier,  Jofeph,  Jean, 
JHptifte,  Charles,  An¬ 
thony,  Pafchal,  Qaetan, 
Gafpar,  Melchior,  Bah 
thefar,  Louis. 

Sept.  5.  The  Right  Hon.  Lady 
Dartrey,  of  a  daughter, 
in  Stanhope-Rreet,  May- 
fair. 

The  lady  of  the  Right  Hon. 
the  Earl  of  Stamford,  of 
a  daughter,  at  Dunham, 
in  Chelhire. 

ft.  The  Infant  Archduchefs,  of  a 
daughter,  at  Parma,  who 
}ias  received  the  names 


of  Charlotte  -  Maria  - 
Therela  Louila. 

1 1.  Her  Royal  Highnefs  the  Prin¬ 
cefs  of  ARurias,  of  a  prin¬ 
cefs,  at  St.  Ildefonfo. 

0£L  10.  The  Countefs  of  Aboyne, 
of  a  fon. 

14.  The  lady  of  Sir  Jofeph 
Mawbey,  Bart.  vo  f  a 
daughter,  at  Bottley,  in 
Surry. 

16.  The  Marchionefs  of  Car¬ 
marthen,  of  a  fon,  in 
Grofvenor-fquare. 

Right  Hon.  Lady  Mary 
Ruthvqn,  of  a  fon. 

22.  La  !y  of  Sir  T.  Eger  ton, 
Bart,  of  a  fon. 

28.  The  lady  of  .he  Right  Hon, 
Ch  aries  Dilon  Lee,  of  a 
fon  and  heir,  at  Brufiels. 

30,  The  Duchefs  of  Manchef- 
ter,  of  a  daughter,  af  his 
grace’s  houfe  in  'Port- 
man-fquare. 

Nov.  1.  Countefs  of  Thanet,  of  a 
fon. 

Lady  of  Sir  Charles  Doug- 
lafs,  Bart,  of  a  daugh¬ 
ter. 

20.  The  Countefs  of  Strath¬ 
more,  of  a  daughter. 

Dec.  23.  The  lady  of  the  Earl  of 
Lincoln,  of  a  fon,  at  his 
lordlhip’s  houfe  in  Ar- 
lington-flreet. 

24.  The  lady  of  Lord  BoRon, 
of  a  fon  and  heir,  in 
Grofvenor-fquare. 

Her  grace  the  Duchefs  of 
Argyle,  of  a  fon,  at  Ar- 
gyle-houle. 


MARRIAGES,  1777. 

Jan,  3.  Gilbert  Elliot,  Efq;  (now 
Sir  Gilbert)  of  Lin¬ 
coln. '% 


% 
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coln’s-inn  Field?,  to  Mifs 
Amyand,  fitter  of  Sir 
George  Cornwall,  Bart. 

7.  Ralph  Milbanke,  Efq;  to 
the  Hon.  Mifs  Noel. 

16.  The  Right  Hon.  the  Coun- 
tefs  of  Strathmore,  to 
Andrew  Robinfon  Sto- 
ney,  Efq;  of  Coldpig- 
hill,  in  the  county  of 
Durham. 

20.  Thomas  Gilbert,  of  Cot¬ 
ton  in  Stafford  (hire,  Efq; 
member  for  Litchfield, 
to  Mifs  Cranford,  only 
daughter  of  the  lat?  Lieu- 
tenanc  -  Colonel  George 
Cranford. 

27.  The  Rev.  Dr.  Marriot, 

,  Prebendary  of  Wettmin- 

fter,  to  Mifs  Anne  Cave, 
daughter  of  Sir  Thomas 
Cave,  Bart,  of  Stanford- 
Hall,  in  the  county  of 
Leicetter. 

Lately,  Thomas  Pennant, 
Efq;  of  Downing,  to 
Mils  Mottyn,  fitter  to 
Sir  Roger  Mottyn,  Bart, 
member  for  Flint. 

Earl  of  Radnor,  to  the  Hon. 
Mifs  Ann  Duncombe, 
one  of  the  daughters  and 
co-heireffes  of  the  late 
Lord  Feverfham  : — 'The 
reader  is  defred  to  corredi 
the  miftake  in  our  lijl  of 
marriages  for  the  year 

J776- 

31.  -  Nefb  t,  Efq;  to  Mifs 

Manners,  daughter  of 
Lord  Robert  Manners. 
Feb.  2.  Mr.  E.  H.  Sandys,  of 
Canterbury,  to  Mifs  Sally 
Fagg,  youngeft  daughter 
of  Sir  William  Fagg, 
Bart. 

In  France,  on  the  3d  inftp 


Count  de  Rohan  Chabot 
Jarnac,  pephew  to  the 
Duke  de  Rohan,  at  the 
cattle  of  jarnac,  to  Mifs 
Smith,  fitter  to  SirSk  f- 
fington  Smith,  Bart,  of 
the  kingdom  of  Ireland. 

7.  Capt.  William  Arabine,  of 
the  king’s  life-guards,  to 
Mifs  Molyneux,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  the  Right  Hon.  Sir 
Capel  Molyneux,  Bart. 

15.  John  Burridge  Cholwich, 
Efq;  of  Farringdon  in 
the  county  of  Devon, 
to  Mifs  Dunke,  eldett 
daughter  of  Sir  John 
Dunke,  Bart. 

19.  James  Trecothick,  Efq;  of 
Addington  Place,  in  Sur¬ 
ry,  to  Mifs  Edmon- 
ftone,  eldeft  daughter  of 
Sir  Arch.  Edtnonttone, 
Bart. 

24.,  Right  Rev.  Dr.  Charles 
Jackfon,  Bifhop  of  Kil¬ 
dare,  to  Mrs.  Cope,  re¬ 
lift  of  the  late  Rev.  An¬ 
thony  Cope,  Dean  of  Ar¬ 
magh. 

29.  Arthur  Shakefpear,  Efq;  to 
MifsRddley,  daughter  of 
Matthew  Ridley,  Efq; 
and  fitter  to  Sir  Matthew 
White  Ridley,  Bart. 

His  Serene  Highnefs  the- 
Hereditary  Prince  of 
HefTe  Darmftadt,  to  his 
coufin  the  Princefs  Loui- 
fa  Carolina  Henrietta, 
daughter  of  his  Serene 
Highnefs  Prince  George 
William  of  HefTe  Darm¬ 
ftadt,  at  Darmftadt. 

March  18.  Lord  Deerhurft,  fon  to 
the  Earl  of  Coventry,  to 
the  Right  Hon.  Lady 
Catharine  Henley,  fitter 

to 
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to  the  Earl  of  Northing- 
ton. 

Ed warcfS ache verell  Sitwell, 
Efq;  of  Morley,  in  Der- 
byfhire,  to  Mifs  Wheel¬ 
er,  daughter  of  Sir  Wil¬ 
liam  Wheeler,  of  Le¬ 
aning  ton  Haflings,  in 
Warwickfhire,  Bart. 

April  2.  William  Hale,  Efq;  of 
Walden, Hertfordfhire,  to 
Mifs  Grim  (ton,  filler  to 
Lord  Grimfton. 

3  8.  Afheton  Curzon,  Efq;  to 
Mrs.  Lrecothick,  filler  to 
Sir  William  Meredith. 

27.  Lord  Bulkely,  to  Mifs  War¬ 
ren,  only  daughter  of 
Sir  G.  Warren. 

May  2.  Sir  1  Edward  Williams, 
Bart,  to  Mifs  Lily,  of 
St.  James’s  Place,  eldeft 
daughter  and  one  of  the 
cohei relies  of  the  late 
John  Rily,  Efq;  of 
Bread-ftreet. 

iz.  Sir  John  Hales,  of  Lin  coin - 
lElre,  Bart,  to  Mifs  Ann 
•Scott,  only  daughter  of 
John  Scott,  Efq;  of  Ful¬ 
ham. 

i8.  William  Adam,  Efq;  mem¬ 
ber  ot  parliament  for 
Gatton,  to  the  Hon.  Mifs 
Eleonora  Elphinllone,  fe- 
cond  daughter  of  Lord 
Elphinllone, 

25.  Charles  Hamilton,  Efq; 
youngeft  fon  of  the  late 
Lord  Hamilton,  to  Mifs 
Lucretia  Proffer,  of 
Hamplhire, 

June  1.  Hon.  Capt.  Charles  Na¬ 
pier,  of  the  navy,  to  Mifs 
Hamilton  ofWefiburn. 

Sir  Thomas  Carew,  Bart, 
to  Mifs  Smallwood,  of 
Kirkefwald. 

The  Hon.  Lord  St.  Law¬ 


rence,  eldeft  fon  of  the 
Earl  of  Howth,  to  the 
Hon.  Lady - Bir¬ 

mingham,  the  only 
daughter  and  heirefs  to 
the  Earl  of  Lowth. 

10.  John  O'Carrol,  Efq;  fon 
of  Sir  John  0‘Car- 
rol,  Bart,  of  Bath,  to 
Mifs  Elizabeth  O'Car¬ 
rol,  daughter  of  the  late 
Sir  Daniel  O'Carrol], 
Bart. 

19.  Nathaniel  Hedges,  Efq;  to 
Mifs  Hodges,  youngeft 
daughter  of  the  late  Sir 
James  Hodges. 

James  Bland  Burgefs,  Efq; 
of  Lincoln’s  -inn,  to  the 
Hon.  Mifs  Noel,  filler 
to  Lord  Wentworth. 

zt.  His  Grace  the  Duke  of 
Chandos,  to  Mrs.  Ellet- 
fon,  relid  of  the  late  Go¬ 
vernor  Elletfon. 

24.  Win,  Weller  Pepys,  Efq; 

mailer  in  chancery,  to 
Mifs  Dowdefwell,  eldeft. 
daughter  of  chelate  Right 
Hon.  William  Dowdef- 
well,  Efq;  formerly  chan¬ 
cellor  of  the  exchequer. 

25.  Andrew  Bayntun,  Efq;  to 

the  Plight  Hon.  Lady 
Maria  Coventry,  of  St. 
James’s,  Weftminfter. 

28.  John  Williams,  Efq;  of 
Bagfhot Place,  near  Farn- 
ham,  in  Surry,  to  Mifs 
Thomas,  daughter  of  Sir 
William  Thomas,  Bart, 
of  Yapton  Place,  Sqffex, 
July  5.  John  Forfter,  Efq;  eldeft 
fon  of  Sir  Nichol  as  For¬ 
fter,  Bart,  to  Mifs  Wynch, 
daughter  of  Alexander 
Wynch,  Efq;  late  Go¬ 
vernor  of  Madrafs. 

7.  Hon.  Mr.  Browne*  fon  of 

Lord 
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Lord  Kinmare,  to  Mifs 
Dillon,  daughter  of  Lord 
Dillon. 

12.  Sir  Matthew  Ridley,  Bart, 
to  Mifs  Colborne,  of 
Pall-Mall. 

15.  Lord  Monfon,  to  the  Hon- 
Mifs  Capel,  daughter  of 
the  Earl  of  EfTex" 

22. .Right  Hon  Lord  Kinnaird, 
to  Mifs  Ranfom,  only 
daughter  of  Griffin  Ran-  ' 
fom,  Efq;  of  New  Palace- 
yard. 

William  Young,  Efq;  eldell 
fon  of  Sir  Willi  am  Young, 

*  Bart,  to  Mifs  Lawrence, 
of  Red  Lion-fquare. 

28.  James  Harris,  Efq;  ambaf- 
fador  to  the  court  of 
Ruffia,  to  Mifs  Amyand, 
filler  to  Sir  George  Corn¬ 
wall,  Bart. 

Aug.  4.  Capt.  HulTey,  of  the  foot- 
guards,  to  the  Hon.  Mifs 
Walpole,  fecond  daugh¬ 
ter  to  Lord  Walpole. 

7.  George  Stubbs,  Efq;  of 
Suffolk-ftreet,  Charing- 
crofs,  to  Mifs  Efdaile, 
daughter  of  Sir  James 
Efdaile. 

Lord  Cadogan,  to  Mifs 
Churchill,  of  Grofvenor- 
ftreet. 

Right  Hon.  Mr.  Bouverie, 
brother  to  the  Earl  of 
Radnor,  to  the  Right 
Hon.  Lady  Lucy  Gra¬ 
ham,  only  daughter  of 
his  Grace  the  Duke  of 
Montrofe. 

2-6.  Henry  Pierfe,  Efq;  of  Bo- 
dale,  Yorkfhire,  to  the 
Hon.  Mifs  Charlotte 
Grace  Monfon,  filler  to 
Lord  Monfon. 


18.  Honl  Mr.  Curzon,  eldell 
fen  of  Lord  Scarfdale,  to 
the  Hon.  MifsNoel,  filler 
to  Lord  Vifcount  Went- 
'  worth. 

20.  Earl  of  Chefterfield,  to  Mifs 
Anne  Thirtieth waite,  of 
i  ieherly,  in  the  county 
of  Southampton. 

Right  Hon.  C.  Townlhend, 
to  hdifs  Annabella  Povv- 
lett  Smyth. 

The  Earl  of  Suffolk,  fecre- 
tary  of  Hate  for  the  nor¬ 
thern  department,  to  La¬ 
dy  Charlotte  Finch,  lifter 
to  the  prefent  Earl  of 
Aylesford. 

Col.  Sandford,  to  Lady 
Rachael  Macdonnel,  lifter 
to  the  Earl  of  An¬ 
trim. 

Sept.  1.  William  Bertram,  Efq; 

of  the  queen’s  dragoons, 
to  Mifs  Jane  Lockhart, 
eldell  daughter  of  the  late 
Sir  William  Lockhart, 
Bart,  of  Carftares,  in 
Scotland. 

Col.  Calanaer,  to  Lady 
Elizabeth  M'Donnel,  fe¬ 
cond  filler  to  the  Earl  of 
Antrim. 

25.  Jacob  Reynardfon,  Efq;  of 
Hoi)  well,  Lincolnlhire, 
to  Mifs  Curt,  daughter 
of  the  late  fpeaker. 

27.  Sir  Jofhua  Vanneck,  Bart, 
to  Mifs  Thompfon, 
daughter  of  Andrew 
Thompfon,  Efq;  ’  mer¬ 
chant. 

Oft.  15.  '  John  Cotes,  Efq;  of 
Woodcote,  in  Shroplhire, 
to  the  Hon.  Lucy  Court¬ 
ney,  ofMarybone. 

18.  John  O'Neil,  Efq;  of  Shane3 

Caftle, 
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Caftle,  in  Ireland,  to  the 
Hon*  Mifs  Boyle,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  the  late  Lord  Vif- 
count  Dungarvan,  and 
niece  to  the  Earl  of 
Cork. 

20.  Sir  Thomas  Charges,  Bart, 
to  Mils  Skreen,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  - — - Skreen, 

Efq;  of  Arlington-ftreet, 
St.  James’s. 

23.  Sir  Henry  Goring,  Bart,  to 

Mifs  Fi flier,  of  Barba-, 
does. 

28.  Hon.  Ph.  Lefslie,  fecond  fon 

of  the  Right  Hon.  Lord 

’  Newark,  to  the  Right 

,  Hon.  Lady  Frances  Man- 

* 

ners,  only  daughter  to 
the  late  Marquis  of  Gran¬ 
by.  ; 

Nov.  I.  Lord  Vifcount  Crofbie, 

fon  of  the  Earl  of  Glan¬ 
ders,  in  Ireland,  to  Mifs 
Sackville,  daughter  of 
.  Lord  George  Germaine, 
The  Earl  of  Giandore,  to 
Mrs.  Ward,  daughter  of 
the  Right  Hon.  Agmon- 
defham  Vefey,  of  Lucan, 
Efq;  and  firffc  coufln  to 
the  Lord  Vifcount  Vefey. 

Bee.  r.  The  Hon.  Thomas  Fitz- 
.maurice,  to  the  Right 
Hon.  Lady  Mary  Obrien, 
only  daughter  of  the  Earl 
of  Inchiquin. 

1 2.  Valentine  Richard  Quin, 
Efq;  of  the  kingdom  of 
Ireland,  to  Lady  Frances 
Strangeway,  lifter  to  the 
Earl  of  Uchefter. 

24.  At  the  Earl  of  Bute’s  houfe 

in  Audley  -  ftreet,  the 
Right  Hon.  Lady  Ca¬ 
roline  Stuart,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  his  iordfnip,  to 
—  Daw  fon,  Elq;  of 
tjie  kingdom  of  Ireland, 


and  a  member  in  the 
Irifti  parliament. 

The  Right  Hon.  Lady 
Louifa  Levefon  Goweri 
daughter  of  Earl  Gower, 
to  Archib&ld  Macdonald* 
Efq;  counfellor  at  law* 
and  member  for  Hindon* 
in  Wilts. 

26.  Right  Hon.  George  Townf- 
hend.  Lord  Ferrers  of 
Chudley,  toMifs Ellicot, 


Principal  Promotions  for  the 

Tear  1 77  7,  from  the  London  Ga¬ 
zette,  IT  c. 

Jan.  4.  M.  Jofeph  Lomellino 
elected  doge  of  Genoa. 

—  28.  The  king  was  pleafed 
to  order  letters  patent  to  be  palled 
under  the  great  feai  of  Ireland* 
containing  his  rnajefty’s  grants'  of 
the  following  dignities,  viz.  The 
dignity  of  an  earl  of  the  laid  king¬ 
dom  unto  Francis  Lord  Vifcount 
Orwell,  and  to  his  heirs  male,  by 
the  title  of  Earl  of  Sbipbrooke,  of 
Newry,  in  the  county  of  Down  in 
the  Laid  kingdom.-— The  dignities 
of  a  vifcount  and  earl  of  that  king¬ 
dom  unto  John  Lord  Vifcount  Aid- 
borough,  and  to  his  heirs  male, 
by  the  title  of  Vifcount  Amiens 
and  Earl  of  Aid  borough  of  the  pa¬ 
latinate  of  Upper  Ormond  in  the 
faid  kingdom.— The  dignity  of  an 
earl  of  the  laid  kingdom  unto  Wil¬ 
liam  Henry  Lord  Vifcount  Cler¬ 
mont,  and  to  his  heirs  male,  by 
the  title  of  Earl  Clermont,  of  U lei 
mont,  in  the  ceunty  of  Louth  in 
the  faid  kingdom. —The  dignity 
of  a  baronet  of  the  kingdom  of 
Ireland  to  Henry  Langrilhe,  Efq;  ' 
and  to  his  heirs  male. — Rd,  He¬ 
ron,  Efq;  Rt.  Hon.  Lord  Lang¬ 
ford,  Major  General  Pororoy,  and 

Thomas 
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Thomas  Waite,  Efq;  to  be  privy 
counfellors  in  Ireland. 

Feb.  8.  The  king  has  been 
pleafed  to  order  letters  patent  to  be 
palled  under  the  great  feal  of  Ire¬ 
land,  containing  his  majefty’s  grant 
of  the  dignity  of  a  baron  of  the 
laid  kingdom  unto  the  fMoft  Rev. 
Father  in  God  Richard  Robinfon, 
D.  D.  Lord  Archbiffiop  of  Ar¬ 
magh,  primate  and  metropolitan  of 
all  Ireland,  and  to  his  iftue  male, 
by  the  title  of  Baron  of  Rokeby, 
of  Armagh,  in  the  county  of  Ar¬ 
magh,  in  the  faid  kingdom,  with 
remainder  to  Matthew  Robinfon, 
of  Weft  Layton,  in  the  North 
Riding  of  the  county  of  York, 
Efq;  and  his  iflu^male. 

—  13.  His  majefty  was  pleafed 
to  confer  the  honour  of  knighthood 
on  ]ames  Wallace,  Efq;  captain 
in  his  majefty’s  royal  navy. — Earl 
Falconberg  killed  hands,  on  being 
named  a  lord  of  the  bed-chamber. 
[This  article ,  and  the  following, 
were  inf  cried  by  mi  fake  in  the  Chro¬ 
nicle  for  the  year  1776.] 

March  4.  The  Right  Hon. 
Henry  Dundas,  Lord  Advocate  for 
Scotland,  and  Andrew  Stuart,  Efq; 
of  Craigthorn,  appointed  keepers 
of  his  majefty’s  fignet  in  Scotland. 

—  28.  Cofmo  Gordon,  Eiq;  to 
be  one  of  the  barons  of  his  majefty’s 
court  of  Exchequer  in  Scotland,  in 
the  room  of  |onn  Grant,  Eiq;  de- 
ceafed.  The  Rev.  John  Carver  to 
a  canon  or  prebendary  of  Vvorcef- 
ter,  vice  Dr.  James  Stillingfleet, 
deceafed.  —  Alleyne  Fitz  Herbert, 
his  majelly’s  refident  at  the  court 
at  Bruflels. 

April  13.  Robert  Taylor,  Efq; 
to  be  matter  carpenter  of  all  his 
majefty’s  works  and  buildings  in 
England,  vice  William  Oram, 
Efq;  deceafed.— -James  Adam  and 
Thomas  Sandby,  Efqrs.  to  the 


office  of  architeft  of  his  majefty’s 
works. — Dr.  Robert  Knox  to  be 
infpector  of  the  hofpitals  for  the 
forces  under  the  command  of  Ge¬ 
neral  Sir  Guy  Carleton.— -Dr.  Mi¬ 
chael  Morris  to  be  ditto,  for  ditto, 
under  the  command  of  General  Sir 
William  Howe. — The  Earl  of 
Dalhoufie  to  be  high  commiffioner 
to  the  church  of  Scotland. — The 
Right  Rev.  Father  in  God  Robert 
Lord  Bifhop  of  Oxford,  to  the 
bilhoprick  of  London. 

—  20.  Mr.  Wombwell  chofea 
chairman  of  the  Court  of  Diredors 
of  the  Eaft-India  Company,  and 
William  Devaynes,  Efq;  deputy 
chairman,  for  the  year  enfuing. — 
Henry  Collingwood  Selby,  Efq; 
clerk  of  the  peace  for  the  county 
of  Middlefex,  in  the  room  of  Tho¬ 
mas  Butler,  Efq;  deceafed.  —  Mr. 
Woodefon,  vinerian  pr'ofeflor  at 
Oxford,  in  the  room  of  R.  Cham¬ 
bers,  Efq;  now  in  Bengal. — Dr. 
Buckler,  cuftos  archivorum  of  th§ 
Uhiverlity  of  Oxford,  vice  Mr. 
Swintorr, — Lieut,  Col,  PattiTon  of 
the  roval  artillery,  colonel  of  the 
4th  regiment  of  royal  artillery,  in 
the  room  of  Colonel  Ord,  de¬ 
ceafed. — Mr.  Robert  Hamilton  to 
be  profelior  of  mathematics  in  Ma¬ 
ri  fchal  college  in  the  Univerfity  of 
Aberdeen,  in  the  room  or  Mr.  Wil¬ 
liam  Trail,  deceafed.  —  Mr.  Ni¬ 
cholas  Furfmann  to  be  his  Danilh 
majefty’s  conful  in  the  Brltifh 
Channel,  and  in  the  ports  of  che 
Britifh  Channel. — Major  General 
Clinton  to  be  a  knight  of  the 
bath. — Philip  Weftfaling,  Efquire, 
and  Sir  George  Vandeput,  Bart, 
or  the  furvivor  of  them,  to  the 
office?  of  one  of  the  ftve  fearchers  of 
the  port  of  London,  by  patent. 

Mayic.  The  honour  of  knight¬ 
hood  on  Patrick  Crauford,  Efq; 
con-fervator  of  the  privileges  of 
6  Scot- 
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Scotland,  at  Campvere,  and  other 
places  in  Zealand,  or  el fe where, 
in  the  United  Provinces,  and  refi- 
dent  there  for  the  fame. — The 
Right  Rev.  Father  in  God  Robert 
Lord  Biffiop  of  London,  to  be  dean 
ofhis  majefty’s  chapel  royal. — The 
Rev.  John  Butler,  L.  L.  D.  to  be 
bifhop  of  Oxford,  in  the  room  of 
Dr.  Lowth.  —-Roger  Palmer  of 
Caflle  Lachen,  in  the  county  of 
-  Mayo,  Efq;  and  to  his  heirs  male, 
the  dignity  of  a  baronet  of  the 
kingdom  of  Ireland. 

— r  20.  Hon.  John  Byron,  A u- 
guftu§  John  Earl  of  Briflol,  rear 
admirals  of  the  blue,  to  be  rear 
admirals  of  the  white.  And  the 
following  captains  are  appointed 
Bag-officers  of  his  majefty’s  fleet, 
viz.  George  Mackenzie,  Efq; 
Matthew  Barton,  Efq;  Sir  Peter 
Parker,  Knt.  rear  admirals  of  the 
blue. — Lieutenant- Colonel  Edward 
Smith,  to  be  governor  of  his  ma- 
jefty’s  ifland  of  Man  ;  and  Major 
Richard  Dawfon  to  be  lieutenant- 
governor  of  the  laid  ifland. —John 
Lidderdale,  Efq;  to  be  his  ma¬ 
jefty’s  conful  at  Carthagena,  in 
Spain. —The  bon.  Apfley  Bathurft, 
fecond  fon  of  the  lord  chancellor, 
to  be  clerk  of  the  difpenfations, 
in  the  room  of  his  lordfliips 
late  brother,  deceafed.— Charles 
Lampr-iere,  Efq;  deputy  com- 
miflary  of  the  mailers  at  Jerfey 
and  Guernfey. — Daines  Barring¬ 
ton,  Efq;  to  be  commiflary  of 
Bores  and  provifions  at  Gibraltar. 

June  i.  Rev.  Dr.  Scroope,  chap¬ 
lain  in  ordinary  to  his  majefty. — 
Rev.  Dr.  Kaye,  to  the  eighth  pre¬ 
bend  of  Durham. — Hon.  and  Rev. 
Dr.  Bofcavven,  to  a  prebendary  of 
St.  Peter,  Weftminfter. 

—  13.  This  day  the  Right 
Hon.  Frederick,  Earl  of  Cariifle, 


and  the  Right  Rev.  Robert, 

B ] ih op  of  London,  were  fvvorn  of 
his  majefty’s  moil  honourable  pri¬ 
vy  council. — The  honour  of  knight 
batchelor  on  Robert  Chambers, 
Efq;  one  of  the  puifne  juftices  of 
the  fupreme  court  of  Fort  William, 
in  Bengal. 

—  20.  Right  Hon.  Fred.  North, 
commonly  called  Lord  North, 
knight  of  the  moil  noble  order  of 
the  garter,  the  Right  Hon.  George 
Lord  Onflow,  the  Right  Hon, 
Francis  Seymour  Conway,  com¬ 
monly  called  Lord  Vifcount  Beau¬ 
champ,  Charles  Wolfran  Corn-' 
wall,  Efq;  and  the  Right  Hon. 
William  Henry  Lord  Weftcote,  of 
the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  to  be  his 
majefly’s  commiffioners  for  execut¬ 
ing  the  office  of  treafurer  of  his 
majefly’s  exchequer.— Soame  Je- 
nyns,  Bamber  Gafcoyr.e,  Efqrs. 
the  Hon.  Robert  Spencer,  com¬ 
monly  called  Lord  Robert  Spencer, 
William  Jollifte,  the  Hon.  Charles 
Greville,  William  Eden,  and  Tho¬ 
mas  De  Grey,  Efqrs.  to  be  his 
majefly’s  commiffioners  for  ip-ade 

and  plantations.— - Right  Hon. 

Welbore  Ellis,  the  office  or  place 
of  treafurer  of  his  majeftv’s 
navy.— Charles  Kale,  Efq;  'to 
be  gentleman  of  his  majefly’s' 
privy  chamber.  —  Right  Hon. 
Frederick,  Earl  of  Cariifle,  trea¬ 
furer  of  his  maje fly’s  houfehold.— 
Sir  Ralph  Payne,  Knt.  of  the  Bath, 
youngeft  clerk  comptroller  of  the 
Board  of  Green  Cloth. 

— -  2 6.  Hon.  Charles  Townf- 
hend,  Efq;  to  be  of  his  majefty’s 
moft  honourable  privy  council.—— 
John  Day,  Efq;  to  the  honour  of 

knighthood. - Charles  Herbert. 

Efq;  one  of  the  grooms  of  his  ma¬ 
jefly’s  bed-chamber.— David  DaL 
rymple,  Efq;  to  be  one  of  the  or- 
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dinary  lords  of  his  majefty’s  feffion  Odt.  1.  John  Scott,  Efq;  to  be 
in  Scotland,  in  the  room  of  James  his  Majefty’s  attorney-general,  in 
Fergufcn,  Lord  Pitfour,  deceafed.  Ireland,  in  the  room  of  the  Right 
—  Alexander  Elphinfton,  ad vocate,  Hon.  Philip  Tifdall,  deceafed. — 
to  be  lheriff  depute  of  the  fhire  of  Robert  Hellen,  Efq;  to  be  his  Ma- 


Aberdeen,  in  Scotland,  in  the  room 
of  Mr.  David  Dalrymple. — Wil¬ 
liam  Fullerton,  Efq;  to  be  his 
Majefty’s  fecretary  to  the  embafiy 
extraordinary,  at  the  court  of  Ver- 
laiiles. 

July  5.  Henry  Theophilus  Cle¬ 
ments,  Efq;  deputy  vice  tieafuier 
in  Ireland,  to  be  one  of  his  Majef¬ 
ty’s  moll  honourable  privy  council 
in  the  faid  kingdom.  —  Anthony 
Shepherd,  D.  D.  a  prebendary  of 
his  Majefty’s  free  chapel  of  St. 
George,  in  the  caftle  of  Windfor, 
void  by  the  death  of  John  Fulham, 
M.  A. 

Sept.  i.  John  Dalling,  Efq;  to 
be  captain* general  and  governor  in 
chief  of  his  Majefty’s  ifland  of  Ja¬ 
maica,  in  the  room  of  Sir  Bafil 
Keith,  deceafed. — Edward  Smith, 
Efq;  to  be  governor  of  Fort  Charles 
in  Port  Royal,  in  the  ifland  of  Ja¬ 
maica. —  John  Boddington,  Elq; 
fecretary  to  his  Majefty’s  Board  of 
Ordnance.  —  Mr.  Duncan  Camp¬ 
bell  to  be  commiftary  of  the  com- 
miflariot  of  Stirling,  in  the  room 
of  Mr.  David  Stewart,  late  com- 
milfary  thereof. — Frederick  Hal- 
dimand,Efq;  lieutenant-general  of 
his  Majefty’s  forces,  to  be  captain- 
general  and  governor  in  chief  of 
his  Majefty’s  province  of  Quebec, 
in  the  room  of  Sir  Guy  Carieton, 
K.  B. 

—  20.  Hon.  and  B.ev.  William 
Digby,  to  the  deanery  of  Dur¬ 
ham. — Rev.  Mr.  Barker,  to  be 
principal  of  Brazen-nofe  college, 
Oxford.  —  Rev.  Dr.  Lloyd,  to  the 
prebend  of  Sciliington,  York  ca¬ 
thedral. 

Vol.  XX. 
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jelly’s  follicitor- general,  in  the 
room  of  the  faid  John  Scott,  Efq;  — 
John  Scott,  Efq;  and  Walter  Huf- 
fey  Burgh,  Efq;  to  be  cf  his  Ma- 
jelty’smoft  honourable  privy  coun¬ 
cil,  in  Ireland. -r-The  Right  Hon. 
the  Earl  of  Efftngha  10  be  deputy 
earl-marfhal  of  England. 

Nov.  1.  The  t.ipht  Hon.  Ro- 
bert  Earl  Nugent,  the  Right  Hon. 
Henry  Flood,  and  the  Right  Hon. 
Charles  Townfhcnd,  to  the  office 
of  vice-treafurer  of  the  kingdom  of 
Ireland.  —  Right  Hon.  Murrough, 
Earl  of  Inchiquin,  to  be  governor 
of  the  county  of  Clare,  and  truftee 
of  the  linnen  manufactures. 

—  20.  Duke  of  Hamilton, 
keeper  cf  his  Majefty’s  palace  of 
Linlithgow  and  the  caftle  of  Black- 

nefs  in  Scotland. - Dr.  Adam 

Smith,  commiffionerof  the  cuftoms 
in  Scotland,  in  the  room  of  Mr. 
Menzies,  deceafed. — Lieut.  Gee. 
John  Thomas,  lieutenant-governor 
of  St.  Philip’s,  in  Minorca. 

Dec.  1.  John  Skynner,  Efq;  to 
be  lord  chief  baron  of  the  Court  of 
Exchequer;  and  at  the  fame  time 
the  honour  of  knighthood.  —  Abel 
Moyfey,  Efq;  to  be  fecond  juftice 
of  the  counties  of  Brecon,  Glamor¬ 
gan,  and  Radnor.  —  Francis  Bul- 
ler,  Efq;  to  be  one  of  his  Majefty’s 
council,  and  fecond  juftice  of  Chef- 
ter. — The  Earls  of  Winchelfea  and 
Aylesford,  to  be  lords  of  his  Ma¬ 
jefty’s  bed-chamber. — Wm.  Lewis,. 
Efq;  to  be  lieutenant  of  his  Ma¬ 
jelty’s  band  of  penftoners.— -Right 
Hon.  Lord  Onflow,  to  be  comp¬ 
troller  of  his  Majefty’s  houffioM  — 
Right  Hon.  Henry  Earl  Faucon- 

L^j-  berg. 
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berg,  to  be  lord- lieutenant  of  the 
North  Riding  of  the  county  of 
York.— William  Gregory,  Efq;  ,to 
be  his  Majefly’s  conful  at  Barce¬ 
lona. — -Right  Hon,  Sir  Sidney  Staf¬ 
ford  Smythe,  Knt.  to  be  one  of 
his  Majefty’s  moll  honourable  privy 
council,  —  John  Qrd,  Efq;  mem¬ 
ber  for  Midhurft,  in  Suffex,  attor¬ 
ney-general  of  the  duchy  of  Lan¬ 
caster,  in  the  room  of  Sir  John 
Skynner,  chief  baron. — Mr.  Ro¬ 
bert  Watfon,  to  be  principal  of 
his  Majcfty’s  college  of  St.  Leo¬ 
nard,  in  the  Univerfity  of  St.  An¬ 
drew  in  Scotland,  in  the  room  of 
Mr.  Thomas  Tullidelph,  de- 
ceafed. 

—  20.  The  Marquis  of  Car¬ 
marthen,  chamberlain  of  her  Ma- 
jefly’s  houfehold.  —  Sir  Richard 
Worfley,  Bart,  youngeft  clerk 
comptroller  of  the  Board  of  Green 
Cloth.' — The  Lord  Vifcount  Pal- 
merflon,  of  Ireland,  to  be  one  of 
his  Majdly’s  commiffioners  for 
executing  the  office  of  lord  high 
treafurer,  vice  Lord  Onflow. — The 
Right  Lion.  Conflar.tine  John 
Lord  Mu’grave,  of  Ireland,  to 
be  one  of  the  lords  of  the  ad¬ 
miralty,  vice  Lord  Palmerflon.— 
ill  Troop  of  horfe- guards,  Major- 
General  William,  Marquis  of  Lo¬ 
thian,  to  be  captain  and  colonel, 
vice  John  Earl  of  Delawarr,  de- 
ceafed.  —  2d  Troop  of  horfe  grena¬ 
dier  guards,  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Edward  Smith,  of  the  4th  regiment 
of  horfe,  to  be  lieutenant  and  lieu¬ 
tenant-colonel,  vice  William  Mar¬ 
quis  of  Lothian. 


D  E  A  T  H  8,  1777. 

Jan.  4.  Lady  Cotton,  rebel  of 
the  late  Sir  Lynch  Saljjbury  Cot¬ 


ton,  Bart,  in  Great  George-flreet? 
W  eflminfler. 

The  Hon.  Mrs.  Collingwood, 
at  Longbirch,  near  Wolverhamp¬ 
ton,  widow  of  George  Colling- 
wood,  Efq;  of  Northumberland, 
and  filler  to  the  late  Lord  Vifcount 
Montague. 

8.  Mifs  Powell,  eldefl  daughter 
of  Sir  Alexander  Powell,  of  Salif- 
bury. 

11.  The  Right  Hon,  the  Coun¬ 
ters  of  Suffex,  at  Dunftable. 

Cardinal  Louis  Marie  Tcrigiani, 
at  Rome. 

14.  Lady  Piers,  at  Hufkard,  in 
Effex,  reiidl  of  the  late  Sir  John 
Piers,  Bart,  of  Trillernagh,  ia 
Wellmeath,  Ireland. 

The  Right  Hon.  Sir  Gilbert  El¬ 
liott,  Bart,  in  the  South  of  France, 
member  for  the  fhire  of  Roxburgh, 
treafurer  of  the  navy,  keeper  of 
the  fignet  in  Scotland,  and  acorn- 
miffioner  of  the  forfeited  eflates  in 
that  kingdom. 

M  rs.  Moore,  aged  94,  in  the 
Cloyflers  at  Windfor,  daughter  of 
Dr.  Moore,  Biffiop  of  Ely  in  the 
reign  of  Queen  Ann. 

25.  Mrs.  Afhburnham,  wife  of 
William  Afhburnham,  Efq;  fon  of 
the  Right  Rev.  Sir  William  Afh¬ 
burnham,  Bart.  Biffiop  of  Chi- 
chefter. 

27.  William  Hutchinfon,  Efq; 
late  governor  of  Maffachufetts  Bay, 
in  North  America. 

30.  Robert  Inglis,  Efq;  eldefl 
fon  of  Sir  John  Inglis,  Bart.  - 

Lately,  John  Grant,  Efq;  one 
of  the  barons  of  exchequer  in  Scot¬ 
land. 

Sir  Benjamin  Kemp,  Bart,  at 
Coin  Dean,  Glouceflerfhire,  of  an 
ancient  family  in  Suffolk. 

Right  Hon.  Juliana,  Countefs 
of  Anglefea,  at  Bach. 

Rt.  Hon.  James,  Lord  Belhaven. 

Mifs 


/; 
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Mifs  Fletcher,  daughter  of  the 
late  Lord  Milton. 

Feb.  4.  l^ady  Hotham,  wife  of 
Sir  Richard  Hotham,  of  Merton- 
place,  Surrey. 

6.  Lady  Falconer,  relidt  of  the 
late  Sir  Everard  Falconer,  and  af¬ 
terwards  married  to  Mr.  Povvnal. 

12.  The  Rev.  Sir  William 
Smith,  Bart,  of  Mill-hall,  in  Ef- 
fe». 

13.  Maria  Duchefs  of  Wharton, 
reli t\  of  Philip,  late  Duke  of 
Wharton. 

14.  Right  Hon.  Lady  Dorothy 
Chedworth,  mother  of  the  prefent 
Lord  Chedworth,  aged  90. 

15.  Hon.  Ann  Arbuthnot,  filler 
to  Lord  Vifcount  Arbuthnot. 

19.  Major-General  Thomas 
Erie. 

Sir  Walter  Blacket,  Bart,  mem¬ 
ber  for Newcaftle  upon  Tyne. 

2i.  Mifs  Rufhout,  youngeft 
daughter  of  the  late  Sir  John  Rufh¬ 
out,  Bart. 

24.  Sir  Samuel  Prime,  Knt*  and 
Serjeant  at  Law,  in  the  76th  year 
of  his  age. 

The  Marq uifs  de  Grimaldi,  for¬ 
merly  doge  of  Genoa,  at  Padua. 

Pierre  Herman  Dofquet,  for¬ 
merly  bifhop  of  Quebec,  at  Paris. 

The  Princefs  Henrietta  D’Elle, 
filler  to  the  Duke  of  Modena,  at 
Parma. 

Louis  Phelypeaux,  Duke  de  la 
Vrilliere,  Count  de  St.  Florentine, 
Baron  de  Hervey,  miniller  of  date, 
and  knight  of  the  French  King’s 
orders,  at  Paris. 

On  Monday  the  24th,  His  Moll 
Faithful  Majefty. 

Sir  George  Hay  Macdougall, 
Hart. 

Sir  Thomas  Robinfon,  of  Rook- 
by,  Yorklhife,  aged  76,  without 

ifiue. 


March  1.  Lady  Shadwell,  relidl 
of  Sir  John  Shadwell,  Knt.  phyfL 
cian  to  their  Majellies  Queen  Anne 
and  K  ng  George  I. 

Lady  of  General  Acourt,  in  Par¬ 
liament- llreet,  Grofvenor  fquare* 

3.  Sir  Thomas  Robinfon,  Bart* 

4.  The  Hon.  and  Rev.  Maurice 
William  Count  de  Donna. 

5.  Sir  Jofhua  Van  Neck,  of  Ha* 
veningham  Hall,  in  Suffolk,  one 
of  the  richeil  merchants  in  Europe. 

11.  Mrs.  Arundell,  widow  of 
the  late  John  Arundell,  of  Lan- 
herne,  in  the  county  of  Cornwall* 
E iq;  and  great  aunt  of  the  prefent 
Lord  Arundel!,  of  Wardour. 

31.  The  Right  Rev.  Dr.  Ter* 
rick,  Lord  Bifhop  of  London. 

Frederica  Charlotte  Dowager 
Princefs  of  HelTe  Darmlladc,  aged 

79- . 

Sir  Hugh  Paterfon,  of  Bannock* 
burn,  in  Scotland,  Bart,  aged  91 
years  and  two  months;  he  was  a 
member  of  the  fi rffc  Britifh  parlia¬ 
ment  at  the  union  of  the  two  king* 
doms. 

April  7.  Right  Hon.  Countefs 
of  Temple.  She  was  daughter  and 
coheirefs  of  T.  Chambers,  Efq;  of 
Middlefex,  and  had  only  one 
daughter  by  Lord  Temple,  which 
died  Jan.  14,  1742. 

8.  Lady  TreHwney,  in  Corn« 

wall.  /• 

Sir  Stephen  Theodore  Jan  fen* 
Bart,  late  chamberlain  or  L  mdon* 

9.  Lord  Stavordale,  an  infant 
fon  of  Lord  lichefter. 

20,  Sir  William  Carr,  Bart. 

Lady  Brootce,  wile  of  Sir  R* 
Brooke,  Bart. 

Lady  Dyer,  wife  of  Sir  Thoma? 
Dyer,  Bart. 

22.  Right  Hon.  John  Falbot 
Touchet,  B  iron  Auiley,  of  He- 
leieh,  in  England,  and  Earl  of 

[PJ  2  °  Caftle* 
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Caftlehaven,  in  Ireland.  The  an¬ 
cient  barony  of  Audley  devolves  to 
his  nephew,  eldeft  fon  of  Philip 
Thicknefs,  Efq;  as,  officer  in  the 
army. 

2 9 .  The  D  u  t v 1  1  e fs  o f  A  o r a n  ; a s , 
aged  32  years,  at  Madrid  :  if-  has 
left  eleven  children. 

RobeTj;  Francis  Cho’  nondeley, 
Efq;  feconb  fon  to  the  Hon.  and 
Rev.  Rr  :  rt  Cholrnondeley,  in  the 
Fall  Indies. 

Sir  Robert  Fletcher,  at  the, Mau¬ 
ritius,  in  his  way  home  from  Ma- 
drafs. 

May  2.  George  Wyndham, 
L.  L.  D.  warden  of  Wadham  Col- 
lege,  Oxford. 

6.  Sir  Thomas  Reeves,  Bart. 

8.  Duchefs  Dowager  of  Devon- 
fhire,  youngeft  daughter  of  the 
late  Earl  of  Burlington. 

9.  The  Right  Hon.  Heneage 
Finch,  Earl  of  Aylesford,  in  Grof- 
venor-fquajre. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  John  Bathurft, 
brother  to  the  lord  chancellor,  at 
Saperton,  in  Gloucefterfhire. 

Lady  Thomas,  relidl  of  the  late 
Sir  Edmond  Thomas,  Bart. 

ii.  Lady  Harriot  Needham, 
filler  of  the  late  Lord  Kilmurry,  at 
Datchet. 

21.  Sir  Armine  Woodhoufe, 
Bart.  His  death  was  occafioned 
by  a  fifh-bone  flicking  in  his 
throat. 

22.  Duchefs  of  Bridgewater,  in 
aD  advanced  age. 

Lady  Frances  W eft, eldeft  daugh¬ 
ter  to  the  Right  Hon.  Earl  Dela¬ 
ware. 

23.  Right  Hon.  Theodofia, 
Countefs  of  Glandore,  in  the  35th 
year  of  her  age.  Her  ladyfhip  was 
daughter  to  John,  Earl  of  Darn- 
ley,  by  Lady  Theodofia  Hyde,  Ba- 


ronefs  Clifton,  daughter  of  Ed- 
ward,  Earl  of  Clarendon. 

zb.  Right  Hon.  Lord  de  Mon¬ 
tale,  of  Ireland.  His  lordfhip  is 
fncceeded  in  his  title  and  eftate  by 
his  only  brother.  Sir  Cornwallis 
Maude,  Bart. 

Right  Hon.  Nathaniel  Cle¬ 
ments,  one  of  his  Majefty’s  m-oft 
honourable  privy  council,  deputy 
vice -treafurer  of  Ireland,  and  mem¬ 
ber  for  Cavan,  in  that  king¬ 
dom.  ' 

Mrs.  Mary  Agnes  Blount,  wi¬ 
dow  of  the  late  Michael  Blount, 
Efq;  and  eldeft  daughter  of  the 
late  Sir  Henry  jofeph  Titchborne, 
of  Titchborne,  in  the  county  of 
Southampton,  Bart. 

June  2.  Sir  John  Glynn,  Bart, 
at  Broad-lane,  in  Flintfhire,  mem¬ 
ber  in  the  prefent  parliament  for 
the  borough  of  Flint. 

3.  Lady  Mary  Cuninghame, 
widow  of  Lieutenant-  General  Cun¬ 
inghame,  Bart,  of Livingilone,  in 
Scotland. 

6.  Sir  Frederick  Rogers,  of 
Blackford,  in  the  county  of  Devon, 
Bart,  recorder  of  Plymouth,  and 
late  a  commiffioner  of  the  navy,  at 
Bath. 

Lady  of  the  Hon.  Ponfonby 
Moore,  at  Dublin. 

19.  Lady  of  Sir  William  Mont¬ 
gomery,  Bart. 

29.  Right  Hon.  Earl  of  Aldbo- 
rough. 

July  8.  Right  Hon.  William 
O’Brien,  Earl  and  Baron  of  Inchi- 
quin,  and  Baron  Burren,  K.  B. 

10.  Abbot  Duke  de  Biron,  peer 
of  France. 

15.  Hon.  Mr.  Cecil,  grand  ne¬ 
phew  to  the  Earl  of  Exeter. 

17.  Her  Grace  the  Duchefs  of 
Queenfberry,  daughter  to  Hyde, 

Earl 
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Earl  of  Rochclter,  and  the  cele¬ 
brated  patroneff  of  Mr.  Gay. 

20.  Rev.  Dr.  Gower,  provolt  of 
Worcelter-college,  in  Oxford. 

23.  Hon.  Mifs  Maynard,  lifter 
to  Lord  Maynard. 

3  1 .  Rt.  Hon.  Lady  Sandes. 

Aug.  1.  Sir  Charles  Montagu, 
K.  B . 

8.  Lady  Harbord,  relidt  of  Sir 
William  Harbord,  Be.  and  K.  B. 

20.  Rev.  Dr.  Dampier,  dean  of 
Durham. 

Sir  Bafil  Keith,  governor  of  Ja¬ 
maica. 

Sept.  7.  The  fecond  fon  ofLord 
Clifford. 

9.  Hon.  Mr.  Hawke,  fecond  fon 
of  Lord  Hawke. 

16.  The  Right  Hon.  the  Earl 
of  Harcourr,  at  his  feat  at  Newn- 
ham,  in  Oxfordfhire.  His  lord- 
/hip,  who  had  gone  out  to  take  his 
morning’s  walk  in  the  park,  and 
did  not  return  at  his  ulual  hour, 
vyas  found  by  his  fervants  in  a  nar¬ 
row'  well,  nothing  appearing  above 
water  but  the  feet  and  legs,  occa¬ 
sioned,  as  it  is  imagined,  by  his 
over-reaching  himfelf  in  order  to 
fave  the  life  of  a  favourite  dog, 
who  was  found  in  the  well  with 
him.  Handing  on  his  lordlhip’s 
feet. 

20.  The  Mod  Noble  and  Puif- 
fant  Edward,  Duke  of  Norfolk, 
Earl  of  Arundel,  Surry,  Norfolk 
and  Norwich,  and  hereditary  Earl 
Marfhal  of  England,  Sec.  &c.  in 
the  92d  year  of  his  age,  without 
iffue.  He  is  fucceeded  in  ho¬ 
nour  and  eilates  by  his  fecond 
touiin,  Charles  Howard,  of  Gray- 
itock. 

The  Right  Hon,  Phil.  Tifdale, 
attorney- general  of  Ireland. 

The  Cownt  de  la  Lippe  Bucke- 


burg,  feld-marfhal  and  generalif- 
fmio  of  the  forces  of  Portugal. 

Oft.  1.  Sir  William  Philipfon, 
Bart. 

Her  Serene  Highnefs  Princefs 
Dowager  Anne  Charlotte  Louifa, 
of  Baden,  mother  to  the  reigning 
Margrave. 

Princefs  Benedi&a  ErnellinaMa- 
ria  d’Efte,  filer  to  the  reigning 
Duke  of  Modena. 

Infant  Don  Philip,  eldelt  fon  to 
the  King  of  Spain,  of  the  imall- 
pox. 

20.  Madame  Dillon,  lady  of 
Count  Edward  Dilion,  and  eldell 
daughter  of  Sir  Robert  Harland, 
Bart,  of  Sproughton,  near  Ipf- 
wich. 

The  young  fultana,  Hatige, 
daughter  to  the  Grand  Signor. 

Rt.  Hon.  Lady  Dowager  Forbes, 
at  Edinburgh . 

Hon.  Edward  Webley,  chief 
juftice  of  the  if  and  of  Jamaica,  Sec. 

Sir  J.  Cunningham,  Bart,  of 
Carp.’ngron,  in  Scotland. 

R'ghc  Hon.  Lord  Folev. 

Nov.  1.  The  Rev.  Sir  John 
Callleton,  Bart. 

The  Landgrave  Frederic,  of 
Pieffe  PhilipltalL 

His  Excellency  Prince  Maffa- 
rano. 

'  Sir  Thomas  Ilagerfone,  Bart. 

22.  \  he  Right  H'  n.  John  Earl 
Delawarr,  V  ifcount  Cantilupe,  Ba¬ 
ron  Delavvarr,  Sec,  lieutenant-ge¬ 
neral  of  h:s  Majelty’s  forces,  lord 
chamberlain  to  her  Majefty,  and 
colonel  of  the  frit  troop  of  life¬ 
guards,  at  his  houfe  ia  Audley- 
iquare. 

Dec.  6.  Sir  John  Murray,  Bart. 

9.  Sir  Charles  Knowles,  Bt.  and. 
admiral  of  the  white  fquadron. 

14.  Lady  Selina  Bathuiil,  relift 

in  3 
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of  the  late  P.  Bathurft,  Efq;  of  ton,  regifter  of  the  order  of  the 
Clarendon  Park.  garter,  and  uncle  to  the  Lari  ot 

-  Lanpham,  Efq;  eldell  fon  Albemarle. 

of  Sir  Tames^Langham,  Bart.  28.  Sir  William  Thomas,  Bart. 

27.  The  Hon.  Dr.  Frederick  Lady  of  Sir  J.  Tylney  Long, 

JCeppel,  Lord  Bifhop  of  Exeter,  Bart.  . 

Deapof  Windforand  Wolverhamp-  Lady  of  jSir  Thomas  Halifax. 


APPEft 
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FRIDAY,  February  7,  Lord 
North  preferred  the  bill  to 
enable  his  majefty  to  fecure  and 
detain  perfons  charged  with,  or 
fufpefted  of  high-treafon  in  North 
America,  or  on  the  Teas  for  piracy, 
which  was  read  the  firft  time.  On 
Friday  the  14th,  the  bill  was  read 
a  fecond  time,  and  itrongly  op- 
pofed.  L 

During  the  debate,  it  was  an¬ 
nounced  to  the  houle,  that  the 
fheriffs  of  London  and  Middlefex, 
attended  by  the  city  remembrancer, 
were  in  waiting,  with  a  petition  to 
the  houfe,  againft  the  Laid  bill’s 
being  palled  ;  the  fherifrs  were  ac¬ 
cordingly  ordered  in,  when  they 
prefented  the  following  petition 
from  the  city  of  London  againit 
the  American  high-treafon  bill, 
which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table  till  the  third  reading  of  the 
faid  bill. 

To  the  honourable  the  Commons 
of  Great  Britain,  in  parliament 
alfembled. 

The  humble  Petition  of  the  Lord 
Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Com¬ 
mons,  of  thesity  of  London,  in 
Common  Council  aiTembled, 

Sheweth, 

(  H  AT  your  petitioners  have 
feen  a  bill  depending  in  this  ho¬ 
nourable  houfe,  to  impower  his 
majelty  to  iecure  and  detain  per¬ 


fons  charged  with,  or  fufpe&ed  of, 
the  crime  of  high  treafon  commit¬ 
ted  in  North  America,  or  on  the 
high  Teas,  or  the  crime  of  piracy. 

‘  That,  if  the  faid  bill  Should 
pafs  into  a  law,  your  petitioners 
are  apprehenfive  it  will  create  the 
greateil  unealinefs  in  the  minds  of 
many  of  his  majefly’s  good  fub- 
je<Js,  and  tend  to  excite  the  moft 
alarming  difturbances  :  all  perfons 
indifcriminately  being  liable,  up¬ 
on  the  ground  of  lulpicion  alone, 
without  any  oath  made,  and  with¬ 
out  convening  the  parties,  or  hear¬ 
ing  what  they  can  alledge  in  their 
own  j unification,  to  be  committed 
to  a  remote  prifon  in  anv  corner  of 
the  realm,  there  to  remain  without 
bail  cr  mainprise. 

4  That  the  Habeas  Corpus  a£I, 
which  is  the  great  fecurity  of  the 
liberties  of  the  people,  will  be 
fufpended. 

4  That  your  petitioners  are 
deeply  afFedled  with  what  they  con¬ 
ceive  will  be  the  dangerous  confe- 
quences  of  fuch  a  law,  as  from  lit¬ 
tle  motives  of  refentment,  and  va¬ 
rious  other  inducements,  there  may 
be  perfons  competent  to  commit 
who  may  be  tempted  to  exercife 
that  power  in  its  utmoit  latitude 
and  extent. 

'  That  meafures  fo  violent  and 
unconditional  ;  fo  fubverfive  of 
the  facred  and  fundamental  rights 
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of  the  people,  and  fubjefling  them 
'to  the  moft  cruel  oppreffion  and 
bondage,  will,  in  thejudgment  of 
your  petitioners,  be  introduftive  of 
every  fpecies  of  mifchief  and  con- 
fufion,  and  thereby  precipitate  the 
impending  ruin  of  this  country. 

*  Your  petitioners  therefore  ear- 
ncflly  befeech  this, honourable 
houfe,  That  the  faid  bill  may 
not  pafs  into  a  law,  or  at  lead 
to  take  fuch  care  as  in  their 
wifdom  may  feem  meet,  to 
prevent  it  from  being  extend¬ 
ed  in  its  operation  orconftruc- 
tion  to  any  of  his  majefty’s 
fubjefis  refidentin  thefe  king¬ 
doms.* 

Monday,  Feb.  17.  At  the  third 
reading  of  this  bill,  a  warm  debate 
en  fired,  and,  the  queftion  being 
put,  the  numbers  for  the  bill  pair¬ 
ing  were  112,  againil  it,  35. 

■:  mm.  'MJ  „  I  i*i«<>nk  -1.  M  -*  -  — .--.1 m 

Summary  cf  ihe  'Trial  of  Dr.  Dodd, 
for  Forgery  „  at  fufiice  Hall  in  the 
Old  Bailey,  on  Saturday,  Fe¬ 
bruary  22. 

QOON  after  ten  o’clock  the 
O  judg  es  (Gould,  Willes,  and 
Perryn)  and  aldermen  (about  fix- 
teen)  being  Rated,  Dr.  Dodd  was 
brought  to  the  bar,  led  in  by  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Butler,  when  he  read  a 
paper  to  the  following  purport: 
That  Mr.  Robertfon,  who  was 
committed  with  him  as  a  orincipal, 
had,  by  an  order' from1  the  court, 
(furreptitioufly  obtained)  been 
conveyed  before  the  grand  jury,  to 
enable  them  to  find  the  bill;  and 
this  being,  as  he  was  informed,  a 
ng  unprecedente  d  he  therefore 
requeiled  that  he  might,  by  his 
counfel,  be  heard  thereon. 

MeiTrs.  Howarth,  Cooper,  and 


Butler,  then  produced  feveral  ob¬ 
jections  againit  Robertfon’s  evi¬ 
dence,  and  were  replied  to  by 
MeiTrs.  Mansfield  and  Davenport. 

Mr.  Baron  Perryn  exprefied  his 
forrow  that  fo  much  time  had  been 
taken  up,  occafioned  by  a  miflake 
of  the  officer,  which  he  believed 
would  not  have  happened  had  not 
an  ill-judged  lenity  been  (hewn  to 
the  prifoner  ;  for  had  he  been  re¬ 
moved  with  the  red,  his  name 
would  neceffarily  have  appeared  in 
the  Kalendar,  and  perhaps  the  for¬ 
mer  application  to  the  bench  might 
then  have  been  complied  with. 
The  baron  was  of  opinion,  that 
either  a  hew  indi&ment  fhould  be 
preferred,  or  proceed  to  trial  ;  and 
if  the  prifoner  fhould  be  convicted, 
then  this  matter  to  be  left  to  the  de¬ 
termination  of  the  twelve  judges. 

The  prifoner’s  counfel  agreed 
that  the  trial  fhould  go  on. 

The  indi&ment  being  read. 
Lord  Cheilerfield  was  the  firft  evi¬ 
dence  fworn  :  but,  as  itwasnecef- 
fary  to  prove  a  releafe  from  Mr. 
Fletcher  to  his  lord  {nip  before  his 
examination,  Mr.  Manly  was  fworn, 
and  produced  faid  releafe. 

His  lordffiip  was  then  examined ; 
he  faid,  neither  the  fignature  tq 
the  bond,  nor  the  receipt  for  the 
money,  were  of  his  figning. 

Lord  Chefterfield’s  gentleman 
likewife  fwore,  that  the  fignatures 
of  both  bond  and  receipt  were  not 
the  hand- writing  (This  lordfhipi 

Mr.  Manly  gav  a  fubdantial  del¬ 
tas’  of  the  whole  tranfadfion,  from 
the  time  the  bend  came  into  his 
hands,  to  the  time  of  the  commit¬ 
ment  of  the  prifoner  ;  he  faid  the 
bond  had  been  in  his  pofieffion 
from  the  4th  of  February  to  this 
time  ;  that  the  blot,  by  w  hich  the 
forgery  was  difeovered,  .appeared 
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to  him -not  to  have  been  done  by 
accident,  but  purpofely  with  a  pen  ; 
that,  having  doubts  whether  the 
bond  was  a  good  one,  he  applied 
to  Mr.  Fletcher,  to  advife  what  to 
do;  that  he  likewife  waited  on 
Lord  Chefterfield,  who  denied  the 
bond;  that  on  going  to  Sir  Charles 
Raymond’s,  Mr.  Robertfon  hap¬ 
pened  to  come  in,  and  was  taken 
into  cuftody  ;  that  afterwards  he 
went  to  Dr.  Dodd’s  houfe  (leaving 
M.  R.  the  officer,  & c.  at  a  houfe 
near  at  hand)  ;  that  on  feeing  the 
Dr.  he  told  him  his  bufinefs,  and 
afked  him  how  he  could  be  guilty 
of  fuch  an  aft ;  that  the  doftor 
feemed  much  (hocked,  and  as  loon 
as  he  could  recover  himfelf,  faid, 
urger]*  neceffitv  was  the  caufe  ;  that 
the  witnefs  then  afked  the  prifoner 
if  he  had  any  of  the  money  left,  as 
the  reltitu  ion  would  be  the  only 
means  of  faving  him.  Dr.  Dodd 
replied,  he  had  fix  drafts  on  Sir 
Charles  Raymond,  of  500].  each  ; 
he  had  alfo  <;oo).  in  the  hards  of 
the  banker,  all  which  he  would 
very  willingly  give  up  ;  that  he 
(the  evidence)  then  afked  Dr. Dodd 
if  he  would  give  a  bond  in  judg¬ 
ment  on  his  houlehold  goods  for 
the  remainder ;  to  which  Dr.  Dodd 
replied,  he  would,  that  or  any 
thing  elfp.  Mr.  Manly  further 
faid,  he  had  been  told  another - 
execution  had  been  in  the  pri- 
foner’s  houfe,  but  had  been  with¬ 
drawn,  and  he  believed  there  was 
fufficient  to  anfwer  the  demand. 

Mr.  Inne?,  who  attended  Mr. 
Manly,  confirmed  Mr.  Manly’s 
evidence,  as  to  what  palled  be¬ 
tween  Dr.  Dodd  and  Mr.  Manly  ; 
he  alfo  read,  from  notes  taken  at 
the  time.  Dr.  Dodd’s  confeffion 
before  the  lord- mayor,  and  his  de¬ 
claring  Mr,  Robertfon  innocent. 


The  notes  which  were  given  in 
payment  of  the  bond  were  pvo» 
duced,  which  Mr.  Fletcher  fwore 
to  be  the  identical  notes  paid. 

Mr.  Leecroft  was  called  to  prove 
the  hand-writing  of  the  prifoner, 
but  could  nocfwear  politively. 

Mr.  Neale,  treafurer  to  the  fo- 
ciety  for  the  relief  of  Small  Deb¬ 
tors,  was  next  called  to  the  fame 
faft,  who  fwore  that  the  fignatures 
‘  Chefterfield,  and  ‘  William  Dodd* 
both  in  the  bond  and  receipt,  were 
the  hand-writing  of  the  prifoner. 
On  being  afked  by  the  judge  how 
he  could  be  fo  pofitive  ?  he  faid, 
by  being  fo  long  acquainted  with 
Dr.  Dodd’s  writing,  and  having 
fo  often  feen  him  write. 

Mr.  Robertfon  fwore  to  the  pri¬ 
foner  bringing  the  bond  to  him  un- 
figned  ;  that  he  next  day  brought 
it  figned  Chefterfield  and  William 
Dodd ;  that  he  (the  evidence)  alfo 
figned  it,  received  the  money,  and 
paid  it  to  Dr.  Dodd.  Being  afked 
if  it  was  ufual  for  him  to  fign  a 
bond  without  feeing  the  principal 
fign  it,  heanfwered,  Sometimes. 

No  witnefles  being  produced  in 
favour  of  the  prifoner,  he  was  call¬ 
ed  upon  for  his  defence. 

He  faid,  he  was  fully  fenfible  of 
the  heinoufnefs  of  the  crime  of  for¬ 
gery,  but  prefurned  the  guilt  fole- 
ly  centered  in  the  intention:  he 
called  God  to  witnefs  that  he  meant 
no  injury  to  any  one,  and  that  he 
fhould  have  been  able  to  re-inftare 
the  money  (and  it  was  his  real  in¬ 
tent)  in  a  few  months  ;  that  this 
was  a  mod  cruel  profecution,  as 
Mr.  Manly  had  given  him  hopes, 
if  he  made  reftitution,  that  no  fur¬ 
ther  notice  would  be  taken  ;  that 
he  confidered  a  perfon  committed 
as  principal,  and  being  admbted 
evidence  again  It  him,  an  entire 
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Jiew  cafe,  and  therefore  affected 
him  the  more  ;  that  life  to  him, 
after  being  expofed  to  fhame,'  was 
of  no  value,  he  fhould  willingly 
refign  it ;  but  he  had  a  wife  [here 
ihe  tears  flowed  from  his  eyes,  and 
indeed  from  the  eyes  of  greateil 
part  of  thofe  who  heard  him]  then 
afked  pardon  of  the  court  and  jury 
for  this  weaknefs ;  a  wife,  with 
whom  he  had  lived  feven  and  twen¬ 
ty  years  in  the  moll  perfeft  conju¬ 
gal  felicity  ;  for  her  he  felt :  his 
creditors  mull  Jikewife,  he  faid, 
be  fuffercrs,  fhould  he  now  fuffer  ; 
and  as  rellitution  had  been  made, 
lie  hoped  the  court  and  jury  would 
confider  all  thefe  circum fiances, 
and  acquit  him. 

Mr.  Baron  Perryn  fummed  up 
the  evidence  very  fully  ;  he  faid, 
that  the  indictment  flated  that  the 
bond  was  for  ced  with  intent  to 
defraud  Lord  Chefierheld  and  Mr. 
Fletcher  ;  if  they  believed  it  was 
done  to  defraud  either  one  or  the 
other,  then  they  mud  bring  in  the 
priloner  guilty.  As  to  the  defence 
let  up  by  the  priloner,  the  only 
thing  for  their  confideration  was, 
whether  the  forgevy  was  committed 
with  an  intent  to  defraud  ;  if  they 
thought  not,  then  they  muft  acquit 
him:  in  regard  to  the  other  parts 
of  his  defence,  it  could  have  no 
weight  with  them  ;  for  if  it  was 
listened  to  in  this  cafe,  not  a  crimi¬ 
nal  brought  to  that  bar  but  would 
fet  up  a  fimilar  one. 

The  jury  then  went  out,  and, 
after  (hying  about  twenty  minutes, 
brought  in  their  vCrdid,  Guilty. 

The  jury  afterwards  drew  up  a 
memorial  in  recommendation  of 
the  -unhappy  prifoner  to  his  ma- 
jefty,  for  the  royal  mercy,  figned 
the  fame,  and  prefented  it  to  the 


court,  which  was  favourably  re¬ 
ceived. 

Mr.  Robertfon  was  ordered  to 
be  kept  in  cuftody  till  the  gaol 
delivery. 


Summary  of  the  Trial  of  John 
Horne,  Lfn\  for  a  Libel. 

R  I  D  A  Y,  July  4,  at  nine 
o’clock,  the  Earl  of  Manf- 
field  came  into  the  court  of  ELing’s- 
bench,  at  Guildhall,  when  the 
fpecial  jury,  fummoned  to  try  the 
caule  between  the  King  and  John 
Horne,  Efq;  on  an  information 
hied,  ex  officio,  by  the  attorney- 
general,  for  a  libel,  were  fworn. 

Mr.  Duller  opened  on  the  part 
of  the  crown,  and  flated  to  the  jury 
the  fubjeCt- matter  of  the  informa¬ 
tion,  which  was  an  advertifement, 
dated,  *  King’s-arms-tavern, Corn- 
lull,  June  7,  1775/  and  purport¬ 
ing  to  be  an  account  of  the  Condi¬ 
tional  Society’s  having  met  on 
the  faid  7th  of  June,  and  agreed, 
4  that  tire  fum  of  100I.  fhould  be 
raifed,  to  be  applied  to  the  relief 
of  the  widows,  orphans,  and  aged 
parents  of  cur  beloved  American 
feilow-fubgcls,  who,  faithful  to 
the  characters  of  Englishmen,  pre¬ 
ferring  death  to  flavery,  were,  for 
that  reafon  o-nlv,  inhumanly  mur¬ 
dered  by  the  king’s  troops  at  or 
near  Lexington  and  Concord,  in 
the  province  of  Maffachufet’s,  on 
the  19th  of  la  ft  April  ;*  which  ad- 
verti lenient  was  iigned  by  the  de¬ 
fendant. 

The  attorney-general  then  arofe, 
but  was  prevented  from  proceeding 
to  inform  rhe  jury  more  fully  of 
the  cafe  by  the  defendant,  Mr. 
Horne,  who  addrdled  himfelf  to 
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the  court,  and  ,  declaring  he  thought  , 
that  the  proper  moment  to  urge  an 
objection  which  ilruck  him  as  ex¬ 
ceedingly  tffentiaj,  defired  to  be 
heard  ;  the  court  afienting,  Mr. 
Horne  turned  to  the  jury,  and  be¬ 
gan  fpeaking;  when  he  was  told 
by  Lord  Mansfield,  that  he  mud 
make  his  objection  to  him,  and 
not  to  th,e  jury.  Mr.  Horne  re¬ 
plied,  that  his  lord fh j p  had  Hopped 
him  before  he  had  heard  what  he 
had  meant  to  offer,  and  which  his 
lordlhip,  when  he  heard,  would 
have  found  to  be  altogether  regu¬ 
lar  ;  the  words  he  was  about  to  lay 
to  the  gentlemen  of  the  jury  being 
of  no  ocher  purport  than  to  intreat 
them  to  attend  particularly  to  his 
objedlion,  a  circumftance  exceed¬ 
ingly  neceffary,  as  the  matter  he 
wifhed  to  urge  was  very  material, 
and  as  juries  had  of  late  but  too 
frequently  been  confidered  as  out 
of  court,  when  any  point  of  law 
was  debated.  Lord  Mansfield  a- 
ain  defired  him  to  proceed,  when 
e  began  objecting  to  the  practice 
of  ihe  court,  on  the  late  trials  of 
the  printers  (convidted  of  pu’bli fil¬ 
ing  the  advertifement,  of  which  he 
was  charged  in  the  prefent  inform¬ 
ation  as  the  author)  in  admitting 
the  attorney-general  to  reply,  al¬ 
though  the  defendants  called  no 
witneffes.  Lord  Mansfield  ob- 
ferved,  that  this  objedlion  was 
premature,  and  that,  if  necellary, 
the  time  to  urge  it  was,  when  the 
attorney-general  fhould  attempt  to 
reply.  Mr.  Horne  fhewed  why  it 
was  of  im portance  to  him,  that  the 
matter  ffiou Id  be  fettled  in  this  flage 
of  the  trial,  urging  that  he  was 
aware  the  attorney- general  would 
take  all  advantages,  fair  and  un¬ 
fair,  to  convidt  him,  and  that  he 
ihould  fhape  his  defence  agreeably 


to  a  knowledge  of  the  circum¬ 
ftance;  whereupon  Lord  Mansfield 
declared  that  he  would  confent  to 
it,  if  Mr.  Attorney  had  no  objec¬ 
tion.  The  attorney-general  de¬ 
clared  his  acquiefcence,  and  Mr. 
Horne  proceeded  with  obferving, 
that,  although  hethanked  the  court 
and  Mr.  Attorney-general  for  ac¬ 
ceding  to  hi*  motion,  he  was  not 
fo  well  pleafed  with  accepting  that 
as  a  matter  of  favour,  which  he 
had  demanded  as  a  matter  of  juf- 
tice.  He  then  proceeded  to  fhew, 
that,  although  the  pradlice  ob¬ 
jected  to  was  not  without  preca* 
dent  of  late  years,  it  was  never- 
thelefs  injurious'  and  oppreffive  to 
the  fubjedl,  as  well  as  contrary  to 
every  principle  of  that  protection 
and  fafetv,  which  the  reafon  of  the 
laws,  and  the  ancient  modes  of 
difpenfing  juitice,  were  calculated 
to  afford  to  innocence. 

Mr.  Horne  then  went  on  to  fhew, 
that,  in  his  caufe  tried  at  Guild¬ 
ford  in  1 771,  he  was  advifed  by 
his  counfel  to  forfake  the  advantage 
of  examining  witneffes,  in  order  to 
difprove  the  having  fpoken  certain 
words  ftated  in  the  declaration  as 
defamatory,  but  rather  to  admit 
them  as  true,  (although  he  could 
have  proved  their  falfity)  than  af¬ 
ford  the  leader  on  the  other  fide  an 
opportunity  of  replying  ;  that  he 
acquiefced  in  this  advice,  the  con- 
fequence  of  which  was,  that  the 
leading  counfel  for  the  plaintiff 
did  reply,  that  his  counfel  role  to 
objedl,  and  upon  that  his  lordfhip 
(who  then  alfo  tried  the  caufe)  over¬ 
ruled  the  objedlion,  and  fuffered 
the  reply,  upon  which  the  jury  had 
gjven  a  ver.didl  againil  him,  with 
400I.  damages. 

Lord  Mansfield  told  him,,  that 
nothing  was  more  clear,  than  that 
*  V .  '  '  the 
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the  attorney-general  had  a  right  to 
reply,  if  he  chofe  it ;  that  it  had 
been  often  exercifed,  and  might 
be  exercifed  again. 

Mr.  Horne  complained  that  his 
lordfhip,  by  taking  upon  himfelf 
the  duty  of  the  attorney-general, 
had  deprived  him  of  hearing  from 
that  officer  fuch  arguments  as  he 
doubted  not  the  attorney  was  able 
to  have  offered,  and  which  he 
would  have  endeavoured  to  have 
refuted  ;  he  obferved,  that  at  all 
hazards  his  fituation  was  a  very 
difadvantageous  one;  but  that  he 
was  particularly  unfortunately  cir- 
cumftanced,  if  thejudge,  who  was 
to  try  him,  took  upon  himfelf  to 
do  the  buiinefs  of  the  attorney- 
general  ;  for  between  the  two  he 
ihould  find  it  extremely  difficult  to 
obtain  a  verdidt  in  his  favour. 

Lord  Mansfield  deiired  the  trial 
wight  go  on,  and  that,  if  there 
was  any  informality  in  the  pro¬ 
ceeding  on  the  trial,  or  if  he 
thought  either  the  judge  or  counfel 
did  him  injuftice,  Mr.  Horne  had 
a  remedy  by  a  fubfequent  appeal 
to  the  court,  who  would  fet  afide 
any  verdidt  obtained  irregularly. 

Mr.  Horne  warmly  faid,  *  Oh 
my  lord,  my  lord,  let  me  not  hear 
of  remedies  of  your  lordfhip’s  point¬ 
ing  out ;  that  poifon  is  the  mod 
baneful  of  all,  which  poifons  the 
phyfic  ;  your  lord fhi p’s  remedies 
are  worfe  than  the  difeafes  of  the 
patients  who  apply  them  ;  and  it 
is  but  a  poor  fatisfadlion  for  a  man 
who  receives  a  wound,  to  receive  a 
plariler  from  the  fame  hand.  At 
Guildford  your  lordfhip  talked  to 
me  of  a  remedy,  I  fubmitted  and 
fried  it;  it  is  true  I  fet  afide  the 
verdidl,  but  it  coft  me  aool.  The 
verdidt  was  but  for  400I.  and  the 
remedy  coft  half  as  much  ;  it  was 


therefore  a  pretty  dear  remedy  V 
Mr.  Horne,  in  this  part  of  the 
trial,  was  fo  hafty  in  his  animad- 
verfions  on  the  condudt  of  the 
judge  and  the  attorney-general, 
treating  each  with  a  degree  of  un¬ 
exampled  feverity  and  rudenefs, 
that  Lord  Mansfield  was  provoked 
to  a  declaration,  that,  if  he  did 
not  behave  more  decently,  he 
fhould  be  under  a  neceffity  of  com¬ 
mitting  him. 

The  attorney-general  then  rofe 
to  open  the  cafe  fully  to  the  jury, 
and  began  with  expreffing  his  con¬ 
tempt  of  the  imputations  call  on  his 
charadter  by  the  defendant,  in  what 
he  had  juft  urged  ;  and  declared, 
that  he  would  not  condefcend  to 
ftoop  low  enough  to  offer  an  anfwer 
to  fuch  groundlefs,  fuch  ridiculous 
affertions.  It  was  neeeffary,  how¬ 
ever,  to  fpe ak  to  one  part  of  what 
had  been  faid,  and  that  he  did  by 
denying  the  charge  made  again  ft 
him  by  Mr.  Horne,  that  he  came 
prepared  to  take  all  advantages, 
fair  and  unfair;  and;  that  his  view 
was  at  any.  rate  to  obtain  a  verdidt. 
He  folemnly  protefted  that  he  had 
no  other  motive  for  his  condudt  on 
the  prefen t  occafion,  than  a  faith¬ 
ful  difeharge  of  his  duty  ;  that,  as 
an  officer  of  the  crown,  it  behoved 
him  to  take  notice  of  every  thing 
tending  to  alienate  the  minds  of 
the  people  from  the  king  and  his 
government,  and  to  bring  every 
public  delinq  uent  to  puniffiment  ; 
that  there  never  was  a  more  fim pie, 
plain,  and  obvious  cafe,  than  the 
prefent,  fubmitted  to  a  jury;  that 
the  advertifement,  pretendedly  let¬ 
ting  forth  a  meeting  of  the  Confti- 
tutional  Society,  and  their  refo- 
lution  to  fubferibe  one  hundred 
pounds  towards  the  fupport  of  the 
widows  aud  orphans  of  the  Ame¬ 
rican  s5 
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ricans,  (aid  to  be  barbartiufly  mur¬ 
dered  by  the  king’s  troops  at  Lex¬ 
ington  and  Concord,  was  a  moil 
impudent  and  malignant  libel. 
That  in  point  of  cempofition  it 
was  below  notice;  it  contained  no 
argument,  nor  was  it  founded  on 
any  rational  plea;  that  he  knew 
noc  the  author,  nor  had  he  ever 
had  fo  great  a  proof  of  his  talents 
and  abilities  as  on  the  prefent  oc- 
cafion  ;  but  that,  if  he  could  at  all 
judge  from  what  he  had  juil  heard, 
the  defendant  muft  have  purpofely 
drawn  it  up  in  io  ilupid  and  bal- 
derdafh  a  manner  to  fit  it  to  the 
vile  occafion  it  was  intended  to 
ferve.  That  it  was  evidently  meant 
as  a  defiance  to  the  laws  of  the 
kingdom,  and  a  tell  how  far  libel¬ 
lers  might  proceed  with  impunity. 
That  the  author’s  figning  his  name 
to  it  was  an  impudent  attempt  to 
laugh  at  profecution,  for  that  he 
was  as  infcrutable,  while  he  fkulk- 
ed  behind  the  bulwark  of  the 
printer,  as  an  anonymous  writer 
.-poffi bly  could  be.  That  the  age 
teemed  with  libels,  no  perfon  was 
now  fafe  from  dander  ;  that  he 
was  determined,  if  poffible,  to 
check  the  licentioufnefsof  the  prefs, 
and  therefore  he  had  hied  the  in¬ 
formation  now  before  the  court. 

The  witneffes  were  then  ex¬ 
amined.  The  firfl  was  - - Wil- 

fon,  who  proved  the  three  copies 
of  advertifements,  produced  by  the 
follicitor  to  the  treafury,  to  be  the 
hand-writing  of  the  defendant. 

H.  S.  Woodfall,  printer  of  the 
Public  Advertifer,  proved  that  Mr. 
Horne  delivered  to  him  one  of  the 
copies  produced,  paid  him  for  the 
inlertion  of  it  in  his  paper,  and 
commiffioned  him  to  fend  round 
copies  of  the  fame  to  moil  of  the 
other  papers,  which  commiflion  he 
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executed,  and  Mr.  Horne  defrayed 
the  expence. 

This  being  all  the  evidence  called 
in  fupport  of  the  information,  the 
defendant  rofe,  and  addrdfed  the 
jury  in  a  fpeech,  which  took  him 
up  four  hours  in  delivery,  to  the 
following  purport  : 

[Mr.  Horne,  when  he  began  his 
fpeech,  produced  a  pile  of  manu- 
Icripts,  written  on  iome  quires  of 
paper,  folded  in  the  form  of  a 
note-book,  which  he  laid  before 
him  ;  and,  after  having  fpoken 
for  about  an  hour,  he  adverted  to 
his  written  text.]  His  exordium 
went  chiefly  upon  a  reply  to  what 
had  now  fallen  from  the  attorney- 
general,  which  he  declared  by  no 
means  full  enough  for  the  occafion  ; 
he  averted,  that  the  learned  gen¬ 
tleman  had  not  produced  a  tittle  of 
evidence  in  fupport  of  the  charge 
made  againft  him  in  the  informa¬ 
tion,  that  he  had  reded  his  argu¬ 
ment  chiefly  upon  abufing  the  ad- 
vertifement,  and  that  above  half 
of  his  fpeech  had  been  merely  an 
eulo^ium  on  his  own  immaculate 

O 

character.  As  he  had  talked  fo 
much  of  his  honour,  his  conference, 
and  his  integrity,  he  w'ould,  he 
declared,  juft  (hew  how  far  the  ho¬ 
nour,  the  confidence,  and  the  in¬ 
tegrity  of  an  attorney-general  ex¬ 
tended.  He  then  proceeded  to 
trace  the  power  of  that  officer  from 
the  times  of  our  forefathers,  fhewed 
what  privileges  he  had  enjoyed  in 
different  reigns,  and  went  into  a 
very  long  difcuflion  of  the  nature 
and  confequences  of  profecutions 
and  informations  filed  ex  officio  by 
the  attorney-general,  pointing  out 
to  the  jury  both  the  Ample  and  ap¬ 
plied  meaning  of  the  words  ex 
officio ,  (hewing  that  the  different 
technical  terms  of  information,  in¬ 
dictment. 
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didlment,  and  declaration,  were 
fynonymous,  and  meant  nothing 
more  than  accufation,  urging  the 
more  equitable  mode  of  proceeding 
by  applying  to  a  grand  jury  by  bill 
of  indictment,  and  con ‘rafting  the 
different  benefits  deduced  by  the 
fubjedf,  under  the  different  modes 
©f  procefs,  proving  that  they  could 
acquire  none  when  proceeded  a- 
gainft  on  ex  officio  informations, 
and  inferring  from  the  whole  of 
his  argument  on  this  head  that 
their  origin  was  oppreffion,  and 
their  end  injuftice.  He  afferted, 
that,  armed  with  this  illegal  power, 
an  attorney-general  might  deftroy 
the  liberty,  and  attack  the  proper¬ 
ty  of  any  fubject,  obnoxious,  ei¬ 
ther  to  himfelf,  or  to  the  minifter, 
whofe  fervant  and  creature  the  at¬ 
torney-general  might  properly  be 
deemed,  as  he  held  his  office  mere¬ 
ly  during  pleasure,  and  was  liable 
to  difmiffion  whenever  the  minifter 
warhimfelf  difmiffed,  or  whenever 
the  minifter  was  dsfpleafed  with 
him. 

He  complained  of  oppreffion  in 
every  ftage  of  the  bufinefs,  and  par¬ 
ticularly  urged  that  the  ftnking  or 
a  fpecial  jury  was  a  mere  farce  ; 
that  an  attorney-general  could  try 
bv  what  jury  he  pleafed  ;  and  that 
from  what  he  had  feen  on  his  own 
attendance  at  the. C.rovVn- office,  it 
might  rather  be  faid,  that*  his  was 
a  picked  jury  than  one  fairly  and 
prom  i-fcuou  fly  chofen.  He  in- 
lianced  what  had  paiTed  there,  but 
declared  he  acquitted  the  matter  of 
any  unfair  conduct,  laying  the 
blame  on  the  (houlders  of  the  foili- 
citor  to  the  treafury',  and  of  the 
officers  of  the  lheriffs,  who  attend¬ 
ed  on  the  occafion. 

He  treated  Lord  Mansfield  fre¬ 
quently  in  a  manner  equally  cava¬ 


lier  and  extraordinary,  nor  was  lie 
a  whit  more  complaifant  to  the 
jury,  declaring  he  afked  them  for 
rto  favour,  that  he  only  defired 
them  to  difcharge  their  confidences, 
and  do  their  duty  as  honeft  men, 
confidering  fully  the  intention, 
which  was  the  effence  of  all  crimi¬ 
nality,  and  abiding  by  their  own 
feelings,  without  buffering  them- 
felves  either  to  be  threatened,  or 
wheedled  out  of  their  privileges. 
He  avowed  being  the  author  of  the 
advertisement  in  queftion,  afferted 
it  was  no  libel,  and  affigned  his 
motive  for  publifhing  it,  which 
was  to  oppofe  oppreffion  :  that  he 
had  always  afled  on  thfc  fame  prin¬ 
ciples;  that  he  advertifed,  and 
caufed  to  be  profecuted,  the  mur¬ 
derers  in  St.  GeorgeVfields,  in 
1768,  who  were  alfo  foldiers. 

That  he  had,  in  faff,  as  the  ad- 
vertifement  was  worded,  made  no 
charge,  neither  had  he  accufed  the 
king’s  troops  of  murder  ;  but  that 
he  did  not  mean  to  take  advantage 
of  a  trifling  fubterfuge :  he  did  now 
make  the  charge  ;  that  he  haa  be¬ 
fore  deemed  the  affair  at  Lexington 
a  murder,  did  then,  and  would  to¬ 
morrow,  call  it  by  no  other  name. 
He  told  the  jury,  that,  like  certain 
people  mentioned  in  hiftory,  who 
dreffed  up  their  victims  for  flaugfw 
ter,  fo  the  attorney- general  had 
dreffed  him  up  in  the  character  of  a 
wild  beaft,  and  wanted  them  to 
worry  him  ;  that  his  aim>  was  to 
fhut  him  out  from  fociety,  and 
lock  him  up  like  a  mad  dog  ;  but 
that  he  defied  his  malice,  and  fear¬ 
ed  not  the  judges,  as  he  was  well 
aware  they  would  not  venture  to 
puniih  him  as  they  might  wifh, 
even  if  the  jury  were  to  deliver  hurt 
over  to  their  mercy,  but  that  he 
was  prepared  to  meet  more  than 
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they  dared  to  inflidl  in  the  prefent 
caufe.- 

With  regard  to  the  attorney- 
gen  eral’s  com  plaint  about  the  quan¬ 
tity  of  libels  daily  publifhed,  he 
begged  him  to  put  himfelf  in  the 
balance  againft  him,  and  confider 
which  had  been  moll  libelled?  For 
his  part,  no  man  had  been  more 
fq;  his  picture  had  been  fluck  up 
in  the  print-fhops,  with  the  words, 

‘  The  Atheift  Parfon,’  fubferibed 
in  capitals.  He  had  been  made 
the  fubjedt  of  ballads,  and  the 
fingers  had  borne  the  figure  of  a 
fpruce  parfon  in  miniature,  on  a 
flick,  with  a  label,  on  which  was 
written,  ‘  The  Atheift  and  Maca¬ 
roni  parfon.’  His  very  clothes 
had  furnifhed  wit  for  the  theatre, 
and  he  had  even  once  been  pre¬ 
fent,  and  feen  himfelf  burnt  in  ef- 

%y- 

Fie  offered  fome  few  legal  autho¬ 
rities,  and  quoted  many  parts  of 
the  State  Trials  in  fupport  of  them. 
In  his  attack  on  the  attorney- gene¬ 
ral,  he  fhewed  no  fort  of  refpedt  to 
perfon  or  place  ;  at  one  time  he 
declared  the  Houfe  of  Commons  to 
be  the  moll  corrupt  body  in  any 
ftate,  and  faid  they  were  the  mi- 
riftcr’s  houfe,  who  fat  between  his 
two  brazen  pillars,  the  attorney 
and  follicitor-general,  like  Jachin 
and  Boaz,  to  guard  the  treafury- 
bench. 

As  foon  as  Mr.  Horne  had  £- 
nifhed  his  fpeech,  he  defired  the 
crier  to  call  Lord  Germaine  and 
General  Gage ;  but  neither  of 
them,  though  fubpoenaed,  attend¬ 
ed.  He  then  defired  the  attorney- 
general  to  be  fworn,  but  the  court 
defired  him  firft  to  ftate  the  queftion 
he  meant  to  afk,  as  the  attorney- 
general  had  a  right  to  demur  to  be¬ 
ing  fworn,  Mr.  Horne  then  pro- 
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pofed  fome  queftions  relative  to  the 
origin  of  the  caufe,  and  the  con¬ 
duit  of  it,  which  Mr.  Attorney 
faid  were  too  impertinent  for  him 
to  anfwer  ;  he  would  not  therefore 
be  fworn. 

Alderman  Oliver  was  then  call¬ 
ed,  and  fworn  as  a  witnefs  for  the 
defendant.  The  alderman  proved 
that  the  advertilement  in  queftion 
was  fo  far  founded  in  fa£t ,  that  a 
meeting  of  the  Conftitutional  So¬ 
ciety  was  held,  that  the  fubferip- 
tion  alfo  was  raifed,  and  the  money 
paid  to  Mr.  Horne. 

Mr.  Lacy,  clerk  to  Henton  and 
Co.  proved  that  Mr.  Horne  paid 
the  money  to  their  fhop  on  Dr. 
Franklin’s  account. 

Lieutenant  Gould  was  examined 
refpedling  an  affidavit  made  by 
him  about  the  affair  at  Lexington, 
and  pubiifhed  in  one  of  the  Public 
Advertifers,  produced  by  the  de¬ 
fendant.  He  acknowledged  it  to 
be  his  affidavit,  and  fwore  to  its 
contents,  giving  at  the  fame  time  a 
viva  voce  account  of  the  aftion. 
Whence  it  clearly  appeared,  that 
the  rebels  were  armed  ready  to  re¬ 
ceive  the  king’s  troops,  and  that 
the  latter  heard  the  alarm-guns 
firing,  wliilft  they  were  on  their 
march. 

The  attorney-general  obferved, 
that  the  defendant,  from  what  he 
had  thrown  out,  feemed  rather  to 
have  wiftied  to  be  flopped,  in  or¬ 
der  to  have  given  birth  to  a  popu¬ 
lar  tumult,  than  to  have  aimed  ei¬ 
ther  at  difproving  the  charge,  or 
evincing  the  innocence  of  his  own 
intention. 

Keafcribed  its  delay  folely  to  the 
defendant,  and  anfwered  fuch  part 
of  Mr.  Horne’s  fpeech  as  wdne  to 
the  fubjedt  before  the  court;  aflert- 
ing,  that  the  advertifement  charged 
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in  the  information  was  mo  ft  clearly 
a  grofs  and  feditious  jibe!,  deferv- 
ing  every  epithet  he  had  bellowed 
on  it ;  and  told  the  jury  that,  if 
he  had  failed  in  proof,  the  defend¬ 
ant  had  fupplied  the  defeCl,  for 
that  the  whole  of  the  defence  went 
to  an  admiffion  and  aggravation  of 
the  libel.  Before  he  fat  down,  the 
attorney-general  fpoke  to  the  other 
parts  of  Mr.  Horne’s  fpeech,  which 
lie  declared  was  wholly  made  up  of 
the  abufe  of  the  judge,  abufe  of  the 
jury,  abufe  of  himfelf,  and  abufe 
of  the  mailer  of  the  Crovvn-oftice, 
the  foliicitor  of  the  treafury,  and 
even  of  the  fherifPs  officers. 

Lord  Mansfield  remarked,  that, 
of  all  cafes  he  had  ever  known, 
this  lay  in  the  fmallelt  compafs. 
There  were  but  two  points  lor  the 
jury  to  confider ;  the  proof  of  the 
publication,  and  the  proof  of  the 
charge  in  the  information.  The 
difficulty  of  the  firft  was  removed, 
for  that  was  fully  admitted  by  the 
defendant ;  with  regard  to  the  fc- 
cond,  they  would  take  out  the  pa¬ 
per,  read  the  advertifement,  and 
judge  for  themfelves.  His  lord- 
fhip  lamented  the  prefent  unhappy 
war,  and  enlarged  a  little  on  the 
nature  of  the  charge  made  againft 
the  king’s  troops,  in  the  advertife¬ 
ment  :  particularly  explaining  the 
application  of  the  pnrafe  ‘  well- 
beloved.’ 

He  laid  the  jury  would  readily 
fee  why  he  paifed  over  a  great  deal 
which  had  been  laid  on  the  occa¬ 
sion,  and  which  ought  not  to  have 
been  laid  ;  but  that  lie  could  not 
let  them,  or  the  audience,  go  away 
without  enabling  them  to  contra¬ 
dict  any  mifreprefentation  refpeCt- 
ifsg  one  point.  His  lordlhip  then 
explained  his  conduct  on  the  trial 
of  one  of  the  printers,  and,  after 
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perfectly  clearing  himfelf  on  that 
head,  Ihewed,  by  quoting  the  trial 
of  Lord  Lovat,  when  he  himfelf, 
while  foilici’.or-  general,  aCling  as 
counle]  for  the  Houle  of  Commons, 
replied,  although  the  prifoner  call¬ 
ed  no  witneffes,  that  the  cuftom 
was  not  new. 

The  jury  at  half  after  four  with¬ 
drew  for  a  fhort  time,  and  return¬ 
ed,  finding  Mr.  Horne  Guilty. 


Further  Proceedings  in  the  Cafe  of  the 
King  againft  Horne  for  a  Libel. 

0(N  Wednefday  morning.  No 
1  vember  19,  between  ten  and 
eleven  o’clock,  the  Rev.  Mr, 
Horneattended  the  court  of  King’s- 
bench,  agreeable  to  a  notice  illued 
by  the  attorney-general. 

The  feveral  documents  being 
read  neceffary  to  fiibftantiate  the 
charge  againft  him,  and  thegrounds 
of  his  conviction  being  then  Hated 
to  the  court,  the  attorney-general 
prayed  judgment  in  behalf  of  the 
crown.  Lord  Mansfield  was  about 
to  pronounce  the  fentence,  when 
Mr.  Horne  intreated  the  attention 
of  the  court  to  a  matter  which  he 
fhouid  urge,  in  arreft  of  judgment. 
He  grounded  his  motion  on  the 
following  arguments : 

Firft,  That  the  information,  on 
which  he  had  been  tried,  did  not 
fpecfficatly.  charge  him  with  any 
crime.  That  the  whole  of  the 
charge  was  of  a  conftruCtive  nature. 
But  it  was  an  eftablifned  maxim  id 
law,  that  indictments  and  informa¬ 
tions  fhouid  fo  exprefly  fee  forth 
the  nature  of  the  crime,  as  not  to 
leave  any  thing  to  the  conftruCtion 
of  the  court.  In  the  prefent  cafe, 
Mr.  Horne  contended  that  there 
2i«d  not  been  aav  thing  averred  in 
1  the 
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the  Information  which  could  amount 
to  a  crimination;  he  was  only 
charged  with  having  printed  and 
published,  or  caufed  to  be  printed 
and  publiihed,  a  certain  advertife- 
inent,  which  had  been  deemed  a 
libel.  This  was  the  aft  charged. 

1  he  guilt,  or  innocence,  of  the 
paper  deemed  a  libel,  depended  on 
conkrudion.  Not  any  thing  of 
guih  being  charged  in  the  infor¬ 
mation,  the  convidion  might  rea¬ 
sonably  be  fuppofed  a  mikake  of 
the  jury,  which  the  judges,  as 
guardians  of  the  law,  would  rec¬ 
tify. 

1  he  attorney-general,  in  reply, 
con  felled  he  expeded  a  very  dif¬ 
ferent  kind  of  argument  would  have 
been  infilled  on  by  the  defendant. 
To  fay  that  not  any  thing  like  a 
criminal  charge  had  been  averred 
in  the  information  was  furely  to 
be  attributed  to  a  perverlion  of  the 
underkanding.  The  charge  was 
too  obvious  to  be  mikaken.  The 
information  did  not  merely  fet 'forth 
that  the  defendant  had  printed  and 
publiihed  a  paper,  but  that  he  had 
printed  and  publiihed  a  falfe,  fcan- 
dalous,  and  feditious  libel,  which 
fet  forth,  *  that  the  King’s  troops, 
employed  by  government,  had 
murdered  our  American  brethren, 
for  no  other  reafon  than  becaufe 
they  had  been  faithful  to  the  cha- 
rader  of  Englilhmen,  in  preferring 
death  to  havery.’  s  Of  fuch  an  ad 
the  defendant  had  been  fourrd  guil¬ 
ty.  The  information  had  ex- 
prefsly  charged  him  with  it.  The 
crime  had  been  fubkantiated  by  the 
veraid  of  a  jury.  The  exception 
was  now,  therefore,  improper  in 
point  of  time,  and  frivolous  in 
point  of. weight.  So  frivolous,  that 
the  attorney-general  expeded  the 
defendant  would  have  reked  his 
Vol.  XX. 
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motion  on  a  very  different  ground. 

He  expeded  to  have  heard  it  con¬ 
tended,  that  the  libel  was  not  of 
the  nature  which  it  had  been  kated 
to  be  in  the  information.  That  ic 
was  not  falfe.  That  it  was  not 
icandalous.  That  it  was  not  fedi¬ 
tious.  1  hat  government  had  not 
been  maligned.  Nor  the  King’s 
troops  charged  with  having,, com¬ 
mitted  murder.  Thofe  were  the 
proportions  he  expeded.  And  the 
argument  in  fupport  of  them  he 
was  well  prepared  to  anfwer.  Not 
any  thing  which  bore  the  fmallek 
affinitv  to  fuch  arguments  having 
fallen  from  the  lips  of  the  defend¬ 
ant,  the  attorney- general  repeated 
his  prayer  that  the  court  would  ' 
proceed  to  judgment. 

Mr.  Horne  in  reply  obferved, 
that,  however  the  expedations  of 
the  attorney- general  might  have 
been  excited,  he  would  anfwer  for 
it  that  his  wilhes  had  not  kept 
pace  with  them.  Mr.  Attorney- 
general  might  expcd  it  to  be  prov¬ 
ed  that  the  advertifement  was  nei¬ 
ther  falfe,  fcandaloas,  nor  fedi¬ 
tious.  But  he  could  not  wifh  for 
fuch  proof.  It  would  entirely  de-  * 
feat  the  defign  of  the  profecution. 

1  he  attorney- general  had  therefore 
fpared  him  the  trouble  of  advanc¬ 
ing  1  uch  arguments  with  effed,  by 
not  chufing  to  combat  them  on  the 
trial.  The  crown  officer  had  alfo 
been  pxtremely  obliging  in  another 
refped.  He  had  not  perplexed  the 
bufin  efs  with. cafes  and  precedents. 
Nor  had  he  enlivened  the  dulnefs 
or  the  argument  by  either  his  ora¬ 
tory  or  his  wit.  Both'  Mr.  Attor¬ 
ney-general  might  pofTefs.  But  he 
had  not  cholen  to  make  a  diiplay 
of  either.  It  was  fo  much  the 
more  for  the  advantage  of  ihe  de¬ 
fendant  iq  have  the  caule  thus  fini¬ 
te]  plified. 
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plified,  and  reduced  to  a  point 
which  common  fenfe  could  eafny 
comprehend.  Happily  there  was  a 
cafe  in  point  fo  applicable  to  that 
of  the  defendant,  that  Merely  to 
jead  it  would  fefve  in  the  place  of 
a  laboured  argument.  It  was  the 
cafe  of  Lord  Ruflel.  That  noble¬ 
man  was  charged  with  a  defign 
*  to  feize  the  King’s  guards,  as  a 
means  to  effVCt  his  purpoie.  i  he 
opinion  of  judge  Atkins  on  the 
cafe  was  this,  4  that  the  words 
King’s  guards ’  were  too  locfe  and 
indeterminate.  That  the  law  knew 
not  of  any  fuch  perlons.  i  he  love 
and  good  will  of  fubje&s  had  fre¬ 
quently  been  levied  4  the  King’s 
guards.’  The  judges  had  been 
alfo  called  4  guards  of  the  King. 
To  charge  Lord  Ruflel  with  a  de- 
iign  to  feize  the  King’s  guards, 
without  fpecifying  what,  or  whom 
were  meant  by  the  terms,  was  too 
indefinite  a  ftyle  of  averment  to  be 
admitted  in  an  indidment. 

Mr.  Horne  hinted  the  applica¬ 
bility  of  this  cafe.  Who  were  the 
4  King’s  troops,’  alluded  to  in  the 
information  ?  They  had  not  been 
defined.  But,  admitting  that  they 
had,  was  it  phyfically  impoffible 
that  any  of  the  King’s  troops  fhould 
commit  murder  ? 

As  to  the  epithet  of  4  libel/  fo 
frequently  adopted  by  Mr.  Attor¬ 
ney-general,  What  was  a  libel  ? 
Was  the  word  technically  delcrip- 
ti  ve  ?  By  the  court  of  King’s-  Bench 
the  ad  of  4  fending  a  wooden  gun’ 
to  a  man  had  been  deemed  a  libel. 
As  in  the  cafe  of  Thicknefle,  who 
was  fentenced  for  4  the  libel  of 
fending  a  wooden  gun  to  Lord 
Orwell/  The  language  about  li¬ 
bels  was  only  the  jargon  of  uncer¬ 
tainty.  i  s 

The  words  *  of/  4  concerning/ 

6 


as.  they  flood  in  the  information* 
were  ftr-ongly  obje&ed  to  by  Mr. 
Horne  on  account  of  their  legal  in¬ 
formality.  The  word  4  concern¬ 
ing’  meant  feeing  together,  and 
was  applicable  to  perfons  who  par¬ 
ticipated,  at  the  fame  time,  in  the 
fight  of  a  thing.  In  this,  which 
was  the  only  lenfe  or  the  word,  it 
was  not  applied  in  the  informa¬ 
tion.  And,  if  the  meaning  of  one 
word  might  be  tortured, » that  of 
many  might  be  mifapplied.  A 
charge  could  only  be  f pecified  by 
the  mo  ft  rigid  attention  to  the 
meaning  of  words. 

Mr.  Horne  exprefled  an  hope 
that  thefe  observations  would  have 
weight  with  the  court.  He  con- 
fidered  them  to  be  of  validity.  And 
therefore  it  was  that  he  had  urged 
them  as  fufricient  to  render  the 
prayer  of  the  attorney-general  for 
judgment  nugatory. 

Lord  Mansfield  with  the  greateft 
moderation  imaginable  obierved, 
that  even  if  there  were  any  thing 
indefinite  in  the  terms  4  icing’s 
troops/  abftratledly  considered  ; 
yet  the  information  had  ftated  thole 
troops  to  have  been  employed  by 
government.  i  his  was  a  fufficien-t 
fpecification.  On  the  other  hand, 
there  appeared  weight  in  the  ob¬ 
jections  fufticient  to  induce  the 
court  to  hear  the  matter  argued 
without  prejudice.  There  might 
be  errors  in  the  information,  if 
fuch  fhould  be  the  cafe,  the  de¬ 
fendant  was  intituled  to  the  bene¬ 
fit,  The  faffs  charged  in  the  fe- 
veral  counts  of  the  information  had 
been  clearly  proved.  The  depoft- 
tion  of  the  money  in  the. hands  of  a 
banker  for  Dr.  Franklin  ;  the  hand 
writing  of  the  defendant  ;  the  de¬ 
livery  of  the  advertifement  to  the 
printers;  the  merit  of  the  objec¬ 
tions 
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tion s  urged  by  the  defendant  only 
remained  to  be  confidered. 

Lord  Mansfield  then  propofed, 
that  Mr.  Horne  fhould  be  commit¬ 
ted,  and  brought  up  on  Monday 
fiexr. 

Mr.  Horne  then  propofed  th.s 
queftion  : 

*  Will  your  lordfhips  commit 
me  before  I  am  legally  convidted  ?’ 

The  commitment  was  dropped. 
Mr.  Horne  is  to  attend  on  Mon¬ 
day  morning,  when  his  objections 
in  arrell  of  judgment  will  be  ar¬ 
gued. 

Mr.  Horne’s  cdndudi  was  cool, 
fenlible,  and  manly.  His  argu¬ 
ments  were  well  delivered,  and  he 
did  not,  a$  upon  his  trial,  ufe  any 
afperity  or  unbecoming  warmth  of 
language. 

Dec; f on  of  the  Court  of  King's -Bench 
in  the  Cafe  of  Mr.  Horne. 

I 

Monday,  November  i\ ,  about 
11  in  the  morning,  the  Earl  of 
M  ansfield,  with  the  Judges  Aflon, 
Wiiles,  and  AfhurA,  came  into 
court.  Mr.  Horne  entered  at  the 
fame  time,  accompanied  by  his 
attorney,  and  flood  before  the 
bench.  After  a  few  minutes  fpent 
in  clearing  the  court,  Mr.  Solici¬ 
tor-  general  and  Mr.  Attorney-ge¬ 
neral  took  their  feats. 

Lord  Mansfield  then,  holding  a 
paper  in  his  hand,  obferved  that 
the  defendant  had  urged  on  Wed- 
hefday  lafl,  as  a  plea  of  defence, 
an  affidavit  made  by  a  Captain 
Gould,  reiativeto  the  engagements 
between  his  Majefty’s  troops  and 
the  Americans  at  Lexington  and 
Concord,  which  was  publifhed 
lome  time  ago  in  the  Public  Ad- 
vertifer,  and  was  intended  in  fome 
fort  to  give  authority  to  Mr. 


Horne’s  advertifement  refpedting 
that  affair,  which  were  the  grounds 
of  the  attorney-general’s  prcfecu- 
tion  ;  and  his  lordfhip,  having 
omitted  it  in  his  note*,  thought 
proper  to  read  it  then  in  court. 

After  reading  the  affidavit,  his 
lordfhip  acquainted  Mr.  Horne, 
that,  having  duly  weighed  the 
merits  of  his  motion  in  arreft  of 
judgment,  and  having  reforted  to 
precedents,  the  court  was  of  opi¬ 
nion,  *  that  no  certain  form  of  ex- 
preflion  was  technically  neceffary, 
where  the  words  want  no  inuendos 
— Had  even  the  word  Lexington 
been  left  out,  it  would  if  ill  have 
been  a  libel,  as  the  meaning  of  the 
words  was  felf-evideftt,  though  the 
place  and  other  circumftances  had 
been  omitted.  As  to  the  objec¬ 
tions  made  by  the  defendant  to  the 
words  *  of  and  concerning  the 
King’s  government/  aS  laid  in  the 
information,  they  Were  found  to 
have  no  weight.  Thofe  words  were 
fo  proper  in  filing  the  charge, 
that,  in  the  cafe  of  the  King  againfl: 
Alderton,  the  information  was 
found  bad,  becaufe  not  laid  in  the 
words  e  of  and  concerning  thejuf- 
tices  of  Suffolk.’  An  information 
in  th  •  fame  form,  and  of  the  fame 
offence,  had  already  been  found  a 
libel  by  five  juries,  on  the  differ¬ 
ent  profecutions  againfl  the  print¬ 
ers,  and  on  which  even  the  de¬ 
fendant  himfelf  gave  evidence.  A 
number  of  learned  counfel  had  ap¬ 
proved  of  the  proceedings,  and 
there  was  not,  in  fadt,  a  colour  of 
doubt  with  refpedt  to  the  forma¬ 
lity.  It  was  therefore  the  unani¬ 
mous  opinion  of  the  court,  that  the 
objections  could  not  lie,  and  coo- 
fequentlv  that  the  convidtion  was 
legal. 

Mr.  Attorney-general. — Thede- 

[j£J  z  *  fendaflS 
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fendant  has  been  convidted  of  an  ces  ever  fmce  the  time  of  that 


audacious,  falfe,  and  wicked  libel/ 
charging  his  Majefty’s  troops  and 
government  with  no  lefs  a  crime 
than  that  of  wilfully  murdering  the 
King’s  loyal  and  faithful  fubjedls ; 
points  dircdlly  to  time,  place,,  and 
adtion,  and,  with  intent  to  try 
how  far  he  can  infu.lt  the  juftice 
and  humanity  of  his  country,  bold¬ 
ly  hands  forth  here,  as  he  has  on 
other  occafions,  *  am  not  I  the 
man  that  dares  do  it  ?’  Such  auda- 
cioufnefs  furely  calls  for  the'  high- 
eft  ptmifhment  that  this  court  in 
fuch  cafes  can  infliift.  The  de¬ 
fendant  has  thought  it  confident 
with  his  views  to  prove  that  the 
King’s  troops  were  furrounded  with 
rebels,  impeded  in  their  opera¬ 
tions,  the  country  hoftile,  and  in 
arms ;  and,  as  far  as  their  ftrength 
lay,  endeavouring  to  cut  them  off, 
firing  of  alarm  guns  (the  inten¬ 
tion  of  which  .wag  well  under- 
fiood)  and  coifedling  of  maga¬ 
zines  to  ,  make  head  again  ft:  the 
King’s  forces  in  aid  of  the  rebel¬ 
lion.  All  this  the  defendant  has 
,moft  induftrioufly  proved  to  point 
out  and  ftrongty  mark  that  he  was 
the  man  in  aid  and  fupport  of  that 
very  rebellion  meant  to  infult  the 
juftice  and  dignity  of  the  mother- 
country.  Another  part  of  his  proof 
is,  that  contributions  in  fupport  of 
rebellion  were  adlually  fet  on  foot 
and  carried  into  execution  ;  the 
money  railed,  and  tranfmitted, 
and  that  the  defendant  was  the 
man  who  dared  commit  fuch  a 
crime  and  iniult.  Never,  furely, 
was  a  libel  more  fcandalous,  more 
malignant,  more  dangerous,  and 
as  fuch  will  not  be  fuffered  to  pafs 
imp  unified. 

The  ufual  puniftiments  are  fine 
and  imprifonment  for  fuch  often  - 


real  patriot  and  great  man.  Chief 
Juftice  Holt;  and  this  being  a  libel 
againft  the  King’s  troops  and  go¬ 
vernment,  is  much  greater  than 
if  it  had  been  againft:  an  indi¬ 
vidual,  for  the  juftice  and  huma¬ 
nity  of  the  kingdom  is  infult- 
ed.  It  was  my  duty,  on  the  firft 
appearance  of  fo  grofs  an  attempt, 
to  profecute  to  conviction.  Your 
lordfhips  are  to  judge  between  us. 

I  am  not  interefted,  nor  have  I 
any  malice  againft  any  man.  Per¬ 
fectly  fatisfied  with  the  wifdorn 
andjuftice  of  the  court,  I  leave  the 
whole  to  your  lordfnip’s  difpofal. 

Mr.  Horne.  —  May  it  pleafe 
your  lordfhips  :  I  hope  I  am  not  to 
be  reviled  and  laughed  at  for  my 
misfortunes.  I  came  here  to-day 
with  a  full  perfuafton  that  I  was  to 
return  again  with  the  fame  liberty. 

I  objeft,  if  I  am  in  time,  and  now 
move  an  arreft  of  judgment ;  for 
no  information  can  be  fupplied  by 
evidence  ;  and  I  thought  Mr.  At¬ 
torney-general  and  I  were  ordered; 
to  look  for  precedents  ;  but,  after 
what  I  have  heard  to-dav,  I  fhould 
not  have  faid  a  word,  if  Mr.  At¬ 
torney-general’s  rancor  was  not 
fuch  as  calls  on  me  to  deny  and 
confute  his  fuggeftions. 

To-day  he  has  ftript  me  of  all 
common  fenfe,  by  opening  the 
impropriety  and  imprudence  oi 
others  he  would  fuppofe  to  have 
afted  otherwife. 

It  is  not  incumbent  on  me  tc 
take  notice  of  what  has  droppec 
from  the  bench,  but  Mr.  Attorney, 
general  has  been  guilty  of  grofi 
mifreprefentation.  I  am  as  littl 
given  to  audacity  as  he  or  an 
other  gentleman  in  this  court.  H 
fays  my  language  and  ftyle  is  low 
and  looking  only  for  the  praife  c 

a  mob 
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a  mob.  This  is  his  language, 
not  mine.  It  has  been  my  mil- 
fortune  to  have  a  liberal  education  ; 
and  that  mob  has  paid  him  as 
much  tribute  as  they  have  to  me. 

It  is  likewife  my  misfortune  rrot  to 
be  poor  ;  I  never  faid  I  was.  If 
I  had,  I  fhould  here  have  joined 
with  the  attorney-general,  and 
craved  the  lenity  of  the  couit;  but 
I  never  did  alk  a  favour  of  them, 
and  1  hope  never  wilL 

It  is  unfortunate,  but  my  notions 
of  humanity  differ  widely  from  Mr. 
Attorney-general’s;  and  it  cannot 
be  flying  in  the  face  of  juftice  not 
to  fhrink  from  her  prefence.  I  be¬ 
lieve  I  did  fay,  formerly,  I  even 
dared  any  thing  your  lord fhi ps 
could  pronounce  againft  me  ;  and 
I  now  do ;  for  I  am  confident  your 
lordfhips  dare  not  do  wrong.  There 
are  many  more  things  I  intended 
to  have  troubled  your  lordfhips 
with,  but  with  the  attorney-gene¬ 
ral  I  trull  the  whole  in  the  wifdom 
of  the  court. 

Mr.  Juftice  Afton.— John  Horne, 
you  Hand  convicted  for  writing  and 
publilhing  a  very  grofs  libel  con¬ 
cerning  the  King’s  troops  and  go¬ 
vernment  ;  and  it  appears  to  this 
court,  and  by  your  own  evidence, 
that  you  glory  in  the  crime.  You 
very  artfully  attempted  to  glofs 
over  the  charge,  and  infilled  the 
information  was  net  explicit  and 
full.  No  man  really  can  miftake 
it ;  moll  feditious  and  fcandalous 
in  its  nature,  and  but  too  induf- 
trioully  propagated  by  you,  and 
too  well  known  for  me  to  enter 
into  the  contents  of  a  paper,  that 
to  be  read  is  only  to  be  underftood 
and  abhorred  by  all  good  men  and 
lovers  of  their  country.  Theden- 
tence  of  this  court  is,  that  you 
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pay  200I.  fine  to  the  King,  and 
bt  imprifoned  for  the  fpace  of 
twelve  months,  and  afterwards  find 
fureties,  ypurfelfin  400].  and  two 
fu reties  in  200 1.  each,  for  your 
good  behaviour  for  three  years. 


Narrative  of  the  'Trial  of  James 
Aitken,  otheravife  John  the  Pain¬ 
ter,  at  Winchefter  Jfiizes,  for 
Jetting  fire  to  the  Rope-  Houfe,  in 
his  Maj  fly's  Dock  yard,  at  Portf- 
mouth,  Dec.  7,  1776. 

J  ;  T  *  -  V-  ’*■**'  1 

give  the  reader  a  clear 
j[  idea  of  this  man’s  character, 
it  may  be  neceffary  to,  trace  the 
Heps  which  led  to  his  difeovery. 

The  fire  which  happened  in 
the  rope- home  at  Port! mouth, 
had  palled  for  an  accident;  and 
as  no  fulpicion  had  fallen  upon  any 
one,  no  enquiry  was  made  about  it 
till,  on  the  15'h  of  January,  Mr. 
RulTel,  one  of  the  under  clerks  of 
the  dock-yard,  having  occafion  to 
move  fome  hemp  in  the  hemp- 
houfe,  difeovered  the  machine. 

It  was  then  that  the  whole  dock¬ 
yard  was  alarmed.  Some  hundreds 
of  workmen  were  rnftantly  drawn, 
together,  and  every  one  looked , at 
his  neighbour,  convinced  that 
whoever  was  the  contriver  of  that 
machine,  and  had.. placed  it  there, 
was  the  incendiary. 

This  called  to  mind;  every  mi¬ 
nute  circumftance  that  had  hap¬ 
pened,  previous  to  the  breaking 
out  of  the  fire  on  the  day  above- 
mentioned,  and  it  occurred  to  one 
that  a  fellow  had  been  locked  into 
the  rope- houfe  the  night  before; 
to  another,  that  a  man,  whole 
name  was  unknown,  had  been  leen 
[9J  3  loitering 
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loitering  about  the  yard  on  the 
very  day  ;  and  to  others,  that  h,e 
was  a  painter,  and  had  worked 
in  the  neighbourhood  ;  and  as  he 
bad  never  been  feen  there  alter  the 
fire,  a  ftrong  fufpicion  arofe,  that 
he  mud  be  fome  way  or  other  con¬ 
cerned  in  the  nrifchief  that  had  al¬ 
ready  been  done,  an  d  alfo  in  the 
diabolical  defign  whiph  providen¬ 
tially  had  been  defeated. 

It  were  needlefs  to  take  notice 
of  the  advertifement  that  followed, 
defending  the  perfon  of  the  man, 
and  under  the  name  pf  John  the 
Painter,  offering  him  a  reward  of 
50!.  to1  furrender  himfelf  to  ex¬ 
amination,  and  the  fame  reward 
to  any  one  who  fhould  apprehend 
him. 

In  the  mean  time  other  fires 
broke  out,  particularly  at  Briilol, 
which  could  no  otherwife  be  ac¬ 
counted  for  than  by  fuppofing  Ame¬ 
rican  agents  employed  to  fpread 
fire  and  devaluation  throughout  the 
kingdom,  wherever  their  malig¬ 
nant  purpofes  could  be  executed 
with  effect ;  an  idea  that  favoured 
the  prejudices  of  the  vulgar,  and 
therefore  was  the  more  eafiiy  cre¬ 
dited. 

It  was  not  long,  however,  be¬ 
fore  Sir  John  Fielding  found 
.means  to  trace  this  John  the  Pain¬ 
ter  gut,  and  fome  time  about  the 
beginning  of  February  he  was  ap¬ 
prehended  at  Odiam,  in  Hants, 
for  a  burglary,  and  brought  to 
town  for  examination 

The  news  of  his  commitment 
was  loon  fpread  ;  and  it  having 
been  reported  that  he  had  been  in 
America,  and  had  worked  there 
as  a  painter,  Earl  Temple  defired 
pne  Baldwin,  a  painter  who  had 
likewife  been  in  America,  and  had 
cone  bufmefs  there,  tp  at|enyl  his 
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examination  before  Sir  John  Fleldr 
ing,  to  fee  if  he  could  recollect 
him.  But  Baldwin,  upon  lookr 
ing  at  the  man,  and  beipg  afked 
the  queflion,  frankly  declared  that 
he  had  never  before  feen  him  in 
his  life. 

This  open  declaration,  after 
Others,  as  he  faid,  had  borne 
falfe  witnefs  againft  him,  preju¬ 
diced  the  prifoner  in  favour  cf 
Baldwin,  and  he  expreffed  a  ftrong 
defire  to  cultivate  an  acquaintance 
with  him,  which  Baldwin  did  not 
decline,  being  encouraged  to  viljt 
him  as  often  as  opportunity  offered, 
in  order,  if  polfible,  to  bring  him 
to  confeluon.  This  had  the  de¬ 
fired  effedl,  and  brought  the  whole 
feene  of  iniquity  to  light. 

After  a  regular  attendance  on 
him  for  15  days,  fometimes  once 
a  day,  and  fometimes  twice,  the 
prifoner  at  length  began  to  trull 
him,  and  to  fpeak  openly.  He 
told  him  he  had  been  in  France  5 
that  he  had  there  feen  Silas  Deane  ; 
that  Silas  Deane  had  given  him 
fome  money  ;  had  encouraged  him 
to  fet  fire  to  the  dock  yards  at 
Portfmouth,  Plymouth,  Woolwich, 
Sec.  as  the  bell  means  of  diflref- 
fing  Great-Britain  ;  that  he  had. 
promifed  to  reward  him  according 
to  the  fervice  he  fhould  do  to  the 
American  caufe  ;  and  that,  as  an 
earned  of  what  fhould  follow,  he 
had  given  him  a  recommendation 
to,  and  bills  upon,  a  pierchant  in 
Eondon,  to  the  amount  of  300I. 
which,  however,  he  had  found  it 
neceiTary  to  burn,  tp  prevent  a 
difeovery  ;  that,  in  confequence  of 
this  encoyragemept,  he  procured 
a  paiTport  from  the  French  king} 
which  paiTport  he  lamented  that 
he  had  left  at  Portfmopth,  with 
other  things,  in  a  bundle.  That 
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from  France  he  came  to  Canter¬ 
bury,  where  he  devifed  the  ma¬ 
chine  which  had  been  found  in  the 
hemp-houfe,  and  had  it  there  con- 
fir  u  tiled  ;  that  before  he  left  Can¬ 
terbury  he  had  a  quarrel  with  a 
dragoon  ;  and  that  when  he  re¬ 
moved  from  thence  he  directed  his 
courfe  to  Portfmouth,  where  he 
prepared  the  combuflibles  with 
which  he  afterwards  fee  the  place 
on  fire  ;  that  he  difcloled  to  him 
(Baldwin)  the  fecrct  of  making  the 
compofition,  and  the  manner  of 
his  applying  it ;  told  him  the  cir- 
cumflance  of  his  being  locked  in 
the  rope- hoy fe  ;  of  his  quarrelling 
with  his  landlady,  on  account  of 
the  interruption  fhe  gave  him  in 
his  operations  ;  of  her  forcibly 
turning  him  out  of  her  houie  ;  of 
his  taking  another  lodging  ;  of  the 
difficulty  he  had  in  lighting  hfs 
matches;  of  his  purchaling  other 
matches  ;  of  his  flight  from  Portf¬ 
mouth  in  a  woman’s  cart;  with 
many  other  particular's,  all  of 
which  were  confirmed  on  his  trial 
by  the  teftimony  of  the  perfons, 
refpedti vely,  who  were  any  ways 
employed  by  him,  or  with  whom 
he  had  any  thing  to  do  in  the  bufi- 
nefs.  The  boy  who  made  the  can- 
nifler,  the  dragoon  with  whom  he 
quarrelled  at  Canterbury,  the  wo¬ 
man  at  whole  houfe  he  lodged  at 
Portfmouth,  the  man  who  let 
him  out  of  the  rope-hou.e,  the 
perfons  who  faw  him  in  the 
dock-yard,  the  woman  who  fold 
him  the  matphes,  the  woman 
who  took  him  up  in  her  cart 
in  his  flight  from  Port! rnoucji, 
and  laft  of  all  the  bundle  in 
which  was  his  paflport  from 
France,  with  the  identical  articles 
in  it,  which  he  had  fpecifically 
mentioned  to  Baldwin  ;  all  thofe 
*yere  jprofluced  againfl  htm^  and. 


as  the  judge  obferved,  in  fumming 
up  the  evidence,  that  from  a  chain 
of  circumftances  attentively  put 
together,  fuch  a  body  of  evidence 
may  be  drawn,  as  would  be  abun¬ 
dantly  flronger  than  where  two  or 
three  witnefles  Iwear  to  a  pofltive 
fad  ;  it  is  no  wonder,  therefore, 
that  the  jury,  without  going  out  of 
court,  pronounced  the  prifoner 
Guilty  ;  and  he  being  afked  in 
the  u f u a  1  form  what  he  had  to  fay, 
why  fentence  of  death  fhould  not 
be  pa  fled  upon  him,  replied  he  had 
nothing  to  Jay. 

He  had,  indeed,  in  making  his 
defence,  obferved,  upon  the  evi¬ 
dence  of  Baldwin,  that  from  his, 
the  prifoners,  name  being  public¬ 
ly  adveitifed,  and  the  kingdom 
fearched  for  charges  againft  him, 
it  might  be  ealy  for  Baldwin, 
or  fuch  a  man  as  Baldwin,  pro¬ 
perly  inftru&ed,  to  form  fuch  a 
ftory ,  and  to  bring  fuch  a  number 
of  witnefles  as  he  has  done  to  con¬ 
firm  it;  neverthelefs,  faid  he. 

Be  it  a  falfe  accusation  brought 
againfl  tne,  ora  betraying  of  truft 
through  the  treachery  of  the  man's 
heart,  I  fhould  like  that  your  lord- 
fhip  would  take  it  into  confidera- 
tion,  whether  fuch  a  perfon  has  a 
right,  in  the  fight  of  God,  and. 
according  to  the  laws  of  this  king¬ 
dom,  to  give  evidence  againfl  me  ; 
or,  if  be  has,  whether  fuch  evi-  . 

dence  ought  to  be  regarded.”  He 

obferyed,  likewife,  on  the  witnef¬ 
fes  from  Canterbury,  that  one  fays 
he  was  theie  about  fix  weeks  be¬ 
fore  Chriflmas  ;  another  fays  fix  or 
feven  weeks;  another  between  Mi¬ 
chaelmas  and  Chrillmas  ;  another, 
before  or  after  the  20th  of  No¬ 
vember;  yet  his  paflport  is  dated 
at  pontainbleau  the  13th  of  No¬ 
vember,  fo  that  he  could  not  be 
there  and  at  Canterbury  at  the  lame 

L^J  4  '  •  *lin^ 
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time*  He  was  afked  if  he  refled 
his  defence  on  those  obfervations, 
or  if  he  chofe  to  call  any  witneftes* 
His  anfwer  was.  For  what  end  ? 
till  fomething  is  proved  againft  me 
I  intend  no  defence  in  the  world,  I 
am  ready  to  live  and  die  according 
to  juflice* 

When  the  judge,  in  pronouncing 
fen  ten  ce  again  ft  him,  laid,  6‘  You 
cannot  be  furprifced  that  the  law 
has  thought  fit  to  ptinifh  fuch  a 
crime  with  death  ;  you  can  as  lit¬ 
tle  be  furprized  if,  after  you  have 
been  convicted  upon  the  cleared: 
evidence  of  this  offence,  I  can  give 
you  no  hope  of  pardon  f  he  laid, 

I  do  not  look  for  any ,  my  lord ,  And 
when  in  con'clufton,  his  lord- 
ihip  added,  *c  I  have  only  now 
to  pronounce  the  painful  fentenee 
of  the  law,”  the  prifoner  faid 

joyful,”  '  , 

He  was  carried  from  Winchef- 
ter  gaol  on  the  10th  of  March,  to 
Port!  mouth  dock-gate*  where*  be¬ 
fore  he  was  turned  off*  he  faid,  I 
acknowledge  the  j uftnefs  of  my 
fentenee,  and  hope  for  forgive¬ 
ness,  as  I  forgive  all  the  wprid  5  I 
vvifh  fu cc el's  to  his  m  aye  fly,  King 
George,  and  his  family,  and  all 
bis  loyal  fu.bjedb  ;  and  1  hope  for 
forgivenefs  for  ail  the  tranfaclions 
I  have  been  guilty  of* 

He  recommended  ftridt  vigilance 
at  the  dock-yards  of  Chatham, 
Woolwich,  Deptford,  Portimouth, 
and  -Plymouth  ;  because,  he  faid, 
it  was  in  the  power  of  any  deter¬ 
mined  re fo lute  man  to  do  a  great 
deal  of  mifehief* 

Alter  hanging  the  ufual  time 
upon  a  gallows  60  feet  high*  he 
was  cut  down,  and  immediately 
tiling  in  chains* 

Before  he  was  taken  from  Win- 
CAede r,  he  made  a  voluntary  con- 


fefiion,  by  which  it  appears,  that 
his  real  name  was  James  Aitken.  ; 
that  he  was  born  at  Edinburgh, 
September  28,  1752;  that  his  far¬ 
ther  was  a  blackfmith,  and  he  be- 
lieves  his  mother  is  now  living  \ 
that  he  ferved  an  apprenticefhip 
to  a  painter ;  that  curiofity  led  him 
to  Virginia  at  the  age  of  21  ;  that 
he  left  America  in  March  1775  ; 
in  Odtober  he  inlifted  in  the  3  2d 
regiment  at  Gravefend,  under 
the  name  of  James  Bofwell,  but 
foon,  deferted ;  in  November  he 
inlifted  at  Chard,  in  Somerfetfhire, 
in  the  13th  regiment,  and  foon  af¬ 
ter  deferted.  He  never  was  in  the 
45th  regiment,  neither  did  he  go 
to  America  in  any  regiment,  'as 
fworn  againft  him  by  Baldwin  $  nor 
did  he  tell  any  one,  that  one 
Brooks,  a  prifoner  in  Newgate, 
would  be  hanged,  or  that  he  ever 
knew  a  man  by  the  name  of  Brooks. 
That  he  never  faid  he  had  recom¬ 
mendations  to  any  merchant  in 
London,  or  that  he  burnt  bills  to 
the  amount  of  300 L  He  burnt  his 
indentures,  he  faid,  when  he  lifted 
for  a  foldier,  to  conceal  his  real 
name. 

At  Birmingham  and  Warrington 
he  followed  the  trade  of  a  pain  ter  5 
as  he  did  likewife  at  Titchfield, 
in  Plants,-  where  he  conceived  the 
firft  idea  of  fetting  fire  to  the 
dock-yards.  That  he  went  to 
France,  and  applied  to  Mr.  Silas 
Deane,  who  told  him,  when  the 
work  was  done,  he  fhould  be  re¬ 
warded.  That,  on  his  return  to 
England,  and  after  fetting  fire  to 
the  rope-yard  at  Portfmouth,  he 
went  to  London,  and  waited  on 
Dr.  Bencrafr,  to  wlfoxn  he  had  a 
verbal  recommendation  from  Mr. 
Deane ;  but  that  the  dodtor  gave 
him  no  countenance.  That  he  af¬ 
terwards 
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terwards  wrote  to  him,  and  the 
day  following  met  him  at  the  Sa¬ 
lopian  cofFee-houfe,  and  told  him 
he  would  do  all  the  prejudice  he 
could  to  this  kingdom  ;  but  the 
doctor  not  approving  of  his  con- 
dudl,  he  took  his  leave,  hoping 
that  the  dodtor  would  not  inform 
againd  him,  to  which  the  dodtor 
faid,  he  did  not  like  to  inform  againft 
any  man. 

That  from  London  he  went  to 
High  Wickham,  where  he  broke 
open  a  houfe :  from  thence  to 
Oxford  and  Abingdon,  at  which 
laft  place  he  attempted  to  break 
into  fome  filverfmiths  fhops,  but 
without  effedh  At  Fairford  he 
broke  into  a  houie,  and  took  a 
watch  and  fome  money.  At  Ply¬ 
mouth,  he  twice  attempted  to  fet 
fire  to  the  dock-yard,  and  twice 
reached  the  top  of  the  wall  for  that 
purpofe  ;  but  the  watchmen  being 
within  hearing,  he  defifted.  He 
then  went  to  Bridol,  and  in  his 
way  attempted  to  break  into  a 
houfe  at  Taunton.  At  Briftol  he 
attempted  to  fet  fire  to  the  (hip¬ 
ping  in  the  harbour,  and  after¬ 
wards  fet  fire  to  a  warehouse  in 
Quay-lane.  Fie  then  left  the  town, 
and  broke  open  Mr.  Lowe’s  houfe 
at  Caine.  That  he  committed  or 
attempted  to  commit  fever'al  other 
robberies ;  particularly  one  at  Nor¬ 
wich,  where  he  dole  two  filver  ta- 
ble-fpoons  and  a  pair  of  filver 
buckles.  Fie  alfo  committed  a 
robbery  on  the  highway  between 
Portfmouth  and  Petersfield.  By  all 
which  atrocious  villainies,  con¬ 
ceived  and  committed  without  any 
inliigacor  or  accomplice,  other 
than  the  promife  from  Mr.  Deane, 
he  appears  to  have  been  a  mod 
abandoned  mifcreant,  capable  of 
the  mod  enormous  crimes,  and  of 


fuftering  without  remorfe  the  mod 
rigorous  punifhments. 


Summary  of  the  new  Act  for  grant¬ 
ing  his  Majefiy  a  Duty  upon  all 
Servants  retained  or  employed  in 
the  fever al  Capacities  therein  men¬ 
tioned. 

AF  T  E  R  a  fhort  preamble,  the 
datute  enadts :  That,  from 
and  after  the  fifth  day  of  July, 
1777,  there  lhall  be  raifed  unto 
his  majedy,  his  heirs  and  fuccef- 
fors,  after  the  rate  of  twenty  one 
fhiilings  per  annum  for  every  male 
fervant,  within  the  kingdom  of 
Great  Britain,  who  fhall  then  have 
been,  or  fhall  afterwards  be,  re¬ 
tained  or  employed  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  capacities  ;  (that  is  to  fay)  of 
niaitre  d’hotel,  houfe-deward,  maf- 
ter  of  the  horfe,  groom  of  the 
chamber,  valet  de  eftambre,  but¬ 
ler,  under-butler,  clerk  of  the  kit¬ 
chen,  confectioner,  cook,  houfe- 
porter,  footman,  running- footman, 
coachman,  groom,  poftillion,  da- 
ble-boy,  and  the  refpedlive  help¬ 
ers  in  the  dables  of  fuch  coach- 
man,  groom,  or  podillion,  or  in 
the  capacity  of  gardener  (not  be¬ 
ing  a  day-labourer)  park-keeper, 
game-keeper,  huntfman,  whipper- 
in,  whether  fuch  male  fervants 
fhall  have  been,  or  fhall  be,  re¬ 
tained  in  one  or  more  of  the  faid 
capacities,  or  in  any  other  budnefs 
jointly  with  one  or  more  of  the  faid 
capacities  of  a  fervant  ;  that  every 
fuch  rnader  or  mi  ft  refs  dial!  be 
charged  fifteen  fhiilings  for  every 
fuch  fervant  fo  retained  or  em¬ 
ployed  within  the  time  which  fhall 
elapfe  between  the  fifth  day  of 
July,  1777,  and  the  25th  of  March, 
^ 77 S ;  and  every  fuch  rnader  or 

midrefs 
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UvHtrefs  fl i all  be  charged  the  fum  of 
21  {hillings  for  every  fuch  fervant 
which  {hall  be  lo  retained  within 
every  fubfequent  year,  ending  on 
the  25th  day  of  March  ;  and  the 
feveral  fums  herein  before  menti¬ 
oned  {hall  be  paid  in  every  year, 
within  fix  months  fubfequent  to 
the  25th  day  of  March. 

Provided  always,  That  this  a£l 
fh-all  not  extend  to  any  lervant 
who  fhall  be  employed,  bona  fide, 
for  the  purpofes  of  hufbandry  or 
jnanufadures,  or  of  any  trade  or 
calling  by  which  the  mailer  or 
jmiftrefs  of  fuch  fervant  earn  a 
livelihood  or  profit. 

Provided  alfo,  That  the  duty 
hereby  granted  for  every  coach¬ 
man,  groom,  poftillion,  or  helper, 
let  out  to  hire  by  way  of  job,  fhall 
be  paid  by  the  mailer  or  miffrefs 
for  whofe  ufe,  and  in  whofe  fer- 
vice,  fuch  coachman,  groom,  pof- 
tillion,  or  helper,  fhall  be  employ¬ 
ed  refpe&ively  ;  and  that  the  duty 
granted  for  every  gardener,  em¬ 
ployed  by  any'  perion  who  fhall 
contrail  for  the  keeping  of  any 
garden  or  gardens,  fhall  be  paid 
by  the  perfon  for  whofe  ufe,  and 
in  whofe  garden,  fuch  gardener 
fhall  be  era  ployed. 

Provided  alio,  That  nothing  in 
this  ail  contained  fhall  extend  to 
exempt  any  perfon  from  the  pay¬ 
ment  of  the  duty  impofed  by  this 
aft,  in  refpeil  of  any  fervant  em¬ 
ployed  in  any  of  the  capacities 
aforeiaid,  on  account  that  fuch 
fervant  is  or  fhall  be  bound  as  an 
apprentice  to  iuch  perfon  or  per- 
fons ;  fave  and  except  fuch  appren¬ 
tices  as  are  or  fhall  be  impofed 
upon  any  mailer  or  miftrefs,  by 
virtue  of  the  powers  given  to  ma¬ 
gi  ft  rates,  and  p-trifh  officers,  by  any 
ait  ,of  parliament,  fp  as  the  number 
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of  fuch  apprentices,  fo  impofed 
upon  any  mailer  or  miilrefs,  does 
not  exceed  two. 

Provided  aifo.  That  this  ail 
fnall  nor  extend  to  charge  with  the 
duty  hereby  granted  the  butler  or 
butlers,  manciple,  cook  or  cooks, 
gardener  or  gardeners,  porter  or 
porters,  of  any  college  or  hall 
within  either  of  the  Univerfities  of 
Oxford  or  Cambridge  :  or  the  Uni¬ 
verfities  of  Edinburgh,  Giafgow, 
Aberdeen,  or  Sr.  Andrew’s,  in 
Scotland  ;  or  of  the  feveral  colleges 
of  Weft  minder,  Eton,  or  Winchef- 
ter  ;  or  to  the  fervants  of  his  ma- 
jefty  or  any  of  the  royal  family; 
or  of  any  ambaffador  or  foreign 
min  liter  redding  in  the  kingdom 
of  Great  Britain. 

Provided  always,  and  be  it  en¬ 
acted,  That  nothing  herein  con¬ 
tained  {hall  extend  to  cnarge  with 
the  dufy  hereby  granted  any  of  the 
royal  hofpitals  of  Thrift.  St.  Bar¬ 
tholomew,  Bridewell,  Bethlehem, 
St.  Thomas  in  the  city  of  London 
and  borough  of  Southwark  ;  or 
Guy’s,  or  the  Foundling  hofpital. 
The  duties  to  be  collected  by  fuch 
perions,  and  paid  into  the  Exche¬ 
quer,  under  fuch  penalties,  &c. 
as  are  appointed  for  the  duties  on 
houfes  and  windows  by  two  aits  of 
20  Geo.  If. 

1  he  cotnmiiTioners  of  the  before- 
mentioned  aits  fhall  alfo  put  this 
ait  in  execution,  and  fhall  appoint 
afleffors. 

AfTeffors  to  give  notice  in  writ¬ 
ing  to  mailers,  &c.  to  produce  lifts 
of  their  fervants  employed  within 
their  diftriits,  &c. 

The  commiffioners,  on  applica¬ 
tion,  to  grant  relief  to  perfons  who 
have  been  afiefTed  in  different  places 
for  the  fame  fervants. 

The  mailers  to  be  doubly  rated 
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for  thofe  fervants  they  omit  in 
their  lifts. 

One  half  of  which  furcharge  to 
be  allowed  the  aft'eftbr  or  furveyor 
making  the  fame.* 

Surveyors  or  afleftors  not  to  en¬ 
ter  any  dwelling-houle.  See.  to 
examine  the  number  of  fervants. 

Perfons  over  raced  may  appeal 
to  the  commiftioners  for  redreis  ; 
and,  if  then  diflatisfied,  may  ap¬ 
peal  to  the  court  of  King’s-  bench. 


Abfradl  of  the  A  cl  of  the  laft  SeJJton 
of  Parliament,  for  refraining  the 
Negotiation  of  Bills  of  Exchange , 
P romif  'ory  Botes,  &c. 

THE  Aft  17  Geo.  III.  c.  30, 
recites,  that,  by  an  aft  of 
the  15th  of  this  prefent  reign,  all 
negotiable  promiftory  notes,  &c. 
aftued  after  the  24th  of  June  1775, 
forlefs  than  20  s.  were  made  void, 
and  that  all  fuch  notes  iftued  be¬ 
fore  that  time,  were  then  made 
payable  on  demand.  It  adds, 
“  that  the  faid  aft  had  been  at¬ 
tended  with  very  falutary  effefts  ; 
and  fuppofes,  that  if  the  proviftons 
therein  contained  were  extended  to 


a  further  fum  (“  but  yet  without 
prejudice  to  the  convenience  arifing 
to  the  public  from  the  negotiation 
of  promiftory  notes,  Sec.  for  the 
remittance  of  money  in  difeharge 
of  any  balance  of  account”)  the 
good  purpofe  of  the  faid  aft  would 
be  further  advanced.  The  legif- 
lature  therefore  have  continued  the 
prohibition  of  notes,  &c.  for  any 
le Is  fum  than  20  s.  and  enabled, 
that  from  and  after  the  24th  of 
June  1777,  till  tne  firft  day  of  Ja¬ 
nuary  1778,  all  notes  for  any  fum 
between  one  and  five  pounds,  fhall 
be  liable  to  payment  on  depiapd, 
whatever  be  theconditions  contain^ 
ed  in  the  faid  notes,  Sec.  It  alfo 
enafts,  that  from  and  after  the  firft 
day  of  January  1778,  all  negotia¬ 
ble  promiftory  notes.  Sec.  for  20 Sj. 
and  lefs  than  five  pounds,  fhall  be 
made  payable  at  2  1  days  after  date  ; 
and  each  indorfement  thereon  fhall 
fpecify  the  name  and  place  of 
abode  of  the  perfon  to  whofe  order 
the  money  is  to  be  paid  ;  and  that 
the  figning  of  every  fuch  note,  &c9 
or  any  indorfement  on  it,  lhall  be 
actelled  by  one  lubferibing  witnefs 
at  the  leail.” 


The  following  are  the  Fortes  of  Promiffory  Notes  and  Draughts,  and  of  the 
JvJorfcment  s ,  taken  from  the  Schedule,  annexed  to  the  Adi. 


SCHEDULE,  N°.  I. 

—  [P/ace]- - [Day~\ - [Month~\ - [2  ear\~— 

TWenty-one  days  after  date,  I  promife  to  pay  to  A.  B.  of 
— [Place]—  or  his  order,  the  fum  of  —[$«/»]  —  for  value  received 

by  C ■  D' 

Witnefs,  E.F. 

'#llD  the  3!nDorfcmcnt,  toties  quoties. 

—  [D^y] —  of  —  [Month]—  — [Near]-~ 

Pay  the  contents  to 

G.  H.  of  — -  [Place']—  or  his  order. 

‘  A.B , 

Vfitnefs,  J.  K\  n> 


\ 
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N°.  II. 

— [Place] - -[Day] —  — [Month']—  — [Year]— 

TWenty-one  days  after  date,  pay  to  A.  B.  of  —  [Place] —  or  his  or¬ 
der,  the  furn  of- — [Sum] —  value  received,  as  advifed  by 

C  D 

To  E.  F.  of— [Place]— 

Witnefs,  G .  H. 

HktB  tl)Z  31nt)0tTement,  toties  quoties. 

—  [Day] —  — -  [Month] —  — -  [  Tear]  — 
Pay  the  contents  to 

J,  K.  of  —  [Place] —  or  his  order. 

A.  B. 

Witnefs,  L.  M. 


Short  Account  of  the  Proceedings  at 
Madrais,  and  cj  the  Gontro'verjy 
refpe fling  Tanjour. 

the  Muffelmen  had 
VV  over-run  Hindoftan,  and 
had  eftablifhed  the  vail  empire  of 
the  Mogul,  it  became  neceffary  for 
the  carrying  on  fo  extenhve  a  go¬ 
vernment,  to  fubdivide  it;  and 
large  diftri&s  and  provinces  were 
allotted  to  temporary  governors  ap¬ 
pointed  during  pleafure,  to  over¬ 
awe  the  natural  princes  of  the  coun¬ 
try,  and  colled  from  them  the  fti- 
pulated  tribute  for  the  Mogul.  It 
often  happened,  that  thefe°tempo- 
rary  governors  revolted,  and  ap¬ 
propriated  to  their  own  ufe  the 
tributes  which  were  to  have  paffed 
through  their  hands.  In  vain  were 
o  ners  fent  to  relieve  them,  unlefs 
fuch  perfons  were  righ  enough 
them  (elves  to  raife  armies,  or  were 
Pup  plied  from  court  with  force  fuf- 
fscient  to  difplace  their  predecef- 
^ors^  i  luis  it  was  that  Ancover 
de  Cavvn  (father  to  the  prefen t  Ma- 
hommed  Alii  Cavvn)  was  appoint¬ 
ed.  Nabob  of  Arcot  ;  but  Chauda 
Sail  being  in  poffeilion,  and  fup- 
po. ted  by  M.  Dupleix,  Governor 


of  Pondicherry,  feveral  battles  were 
fought,  in  which  Ancover  de  Cawn 
was  worded.  He  implored  the  aid 
of  the  then  Governor  of  Madrafs, 
and  received  fome  ineffectual  af- 
fidance ;  but  was  at  length  killed 
in  battle. 

Matters  were  in  this  (late  when 
the  war  between  England  and 
France  broke  out  ;  the  French 
were  triumphant  in  the  beginning, 
and  carried  every  thing  before 
them  :  they  took  Fort  St.  David’s, 
and  beheged  the  Englifh  in  their 
laft  hold,  Madrafs.  There  Alii 
Cawn,  who  then  claimed  the  Na- 
bobfhip,  had  taken  fhelter,  but, 
dreading  the  word,  had  fent  his 
wife  and  children  in  an  Englifli 
fhip  to  the  Dutch  fettlement  of 
Negopatnam.  Lord  Pigot  gal¬ 
lantly  defended  the  place,  and 
railed  the  (iege.  This  revived  the 
Nabob’s  almofl:  extinguifhed  hopes. 
Reinforcements  were  fent  from 
England,  and  Gen.  Coote  took 
the  held,  joined  by  the  Nabob  with 
a  body  of  Maratta  cavalry,  and 
another  from  theRajah  of  Tanjour. 
Gen.  Coote  was  every  where  victo¬ 
rious  ;  the  Nabob’s  intereft  grew 
ftrong  in  the  country  ;  and,  by  an 

article 
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article  of  the  treaty  of  Paris,  he 
was  confirmed  in  his  dominions. 
The  alliance  between  the  Englifli 
and  the  Nabob  was  equally  ufeful 
to  both  parties;  it  fecured  to  him 
his  dominions,  and  j*ave  to  them 
the  balance  of  power,  able  to  turn 
the  fcale  either  way;  they  were 
equally  refpedled  by  the  Gentoos 
and  Moors.  To  this  happy  Hate 
Lord  Pigor,  by  his  wife  manage¬ 
ment,  had  brought  the  company’s 
affairs  on  the  coaft,  when  he  re¬ 
turned  to  Europe,  where  he  was 
rewarded  with  thofe  honours  he  fo 
juftly  merited.  The  Nabob  hav¬ 
ing  thus  overcome  his  difficulties, 
and  feeling  himfelf  firmly  eftablifh- 
ed  in  his  dominions,  began  to 
change  his  ftile;  and,  having 
formed  a  large  well-regulated  ar¬ 
my,  and  train  of  artillery,  under 
the  direction  of  European  officers, 
raifed  an  alarm  in  England,  espe¬ 
cially  as  he  began  to  manifeft  the 
defign  of-Tetting  afide  his  elded 
fon,  who  is  particularly  attached 
to  the  Engliffi,  appointing  his  Se¬ 
cond  fon  captain-general  and  p ay- 
maftef  of  all  his  forces,  and  allot¬ 
ting  him  the  government  of.  Tan- 
jour;  a  ficuation  of  the  utmoft  im¬ 
portance  in  cafe  of  a  war  with 
France,  or  any  divifion  of  intereft 
in  the  Carnatic. 

To  prevent  the  confequence  of 
thefe  proceedings,  Lord  Pigot,  as 
having  raifed  the  Nabob  to  what 
he  is,  was  fent  out  to  check  his 
views,  and  reftore  the  Rajah  of 
Tanjour. 

His  lordfhip’s  orders  were  ru¬ 
moured  in  India  long  before  his 
arrival;  and  the  Nabob  publicly 
declared,  that  what  h-e  paid  for 
could  not  with  any  jufiice  be  taken 
from  him.  But,  to  ward  again  ft 
the  worft,  he  fent  over  agents  and 
money,  to  purchafe  a  revocation 
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of  fuch  orders,  if  any  fuch  were 
fent.  Hence  it  is,  that  the  London 
papers  have  been  filled  with  com¬ 
plaints  againft  Lord  Pigot,  and 
the  company’s  fervants.  We  are 
told,  that  the  Nabob  has  always 
been  our  ally,  firm  in  our  caufe, 
and  that  we  have  extorted  vaft  fums 
of  money  from  him.  The  fadi  is, 
that  we  have  proved  a  conftanc 
Support  to  him,  and  have,  through 
his  artifices  and  bribes,  given  fo 
entirely  into  his  meafures,  that  we 
have  provoked  the  Gentoos,  leffen- 
ed  our  own  confequence,  and  almoft 
rendered  him  independent.  He 
has  tempted  the  company’s  fervants 
beyond  a  poftibility  of  withftand- 
ing,  in  order  to  extend  his  do¬ 
minion  over  the  natural  princes  of 
the  country;  but  he  has  fo  artful¬ 
ly  and  frugally  bellowed  his  gifts, 
that  he  has  acquired  a  princely 
and  increafing  revenue,  exclusive 
of  the  fovercignty  of  the  country, 
at  lefs  than  two  years  purchafe. 
Thefe  notorious  attempts  upon  the 
integrity  of  its  fervants,  the  fla¬ 
grant  injuftice  done  to  the  Ra¬ 
jah  of  Tanjour,  the  artful  and 
ambitious  Spirit  of  the  Nabob, 
called  upon  the  company  at  home 
to  oppole  to  it  Some  Speedy  and 
effedlual  reftraints.  They  Saw  the 
policy  as  well  as  juftice  of  Support¬ 
ing  the  Rajah  of  Tanjour,  and  of 
taking  Some  pains  to  conciliate  the 
minds  of  the  Gentoos,  at  the  head 
of  whom  are  the  Marattas,  a  pow¬ 
erful  and  warlike  people.  Should 
a  French  war  take  place,  it  was  not 
thought  improbable  but  that  the 
enemy  might  addrefs  themfclves  to 
them,  and  take  up  the  caufe  of 
the  Gentoos  in  general. 

Therefore  it  feems  clear,  that 
upon  this  view  of  the  cafe,  the  or¬ 
ders  given  to  Lord  Pigot  were  juft 
apd  wife. 


Some 
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Some  weeks  after  his  lordfhip’s 
arrival  at  Madrafs,  he  communi¬ 
cated  to  the  Nabob  the  orders  of 
the  company  for  tne  reiloration  of 
Tanjour,  which  he  had  taken  fome 
time  before  with  the  aflillance  of 
the  company’s  frees,  having  de- 
pofed  the  old  Rajah.  The  Nabob 
infilled  upon  what  he  called  his 
right  to  Tanjour,  by  the  laws  of 
India,  and  by  treaties  with  the 
Company.  His  reprefentations  had 
no  effedt.  His  lord  fh t  p  confidered 
himfelf  as  commiffioned  to  reftore 
the  Rajah,  and  accordingly  he 
went  to  Tanjour  the  beginning  of 
April,  1776. 

Upon  his  return  to  Fort  Saint 
George,  the  majority  of  thecovm- 
cil  dilapproved  ol  his  proceedings 
at  Tanjour.  They  reprefented  to 
his  lordlhip,  that  fuch  a  rrsealure 
would  be  entirely  repugnant  to  the 
intereft  of  the  company  ;  that  the 
dire&ors  being  at  a  great  didance, 
could  not  be  fo  able  to  judge  as 
the  counfel  who  were  on  the  1  pot  ; 
that,  fince  the  laft  difpatches  to 
England,  there  had  been  many  reT 
volutions;  and,  from  the  then  ap¬ 
pearance  of  things,  they  did  not 
fuppofe  it  would  be  for  the  benefit 
of  the  company  to  reflore  the  King 
of  Tanjour  to  the  throne:  but  the 
plain  truth  was,  feven  of  the  coun¬ 
cil  had  lent  large  furns  of  money 
on  their  own  account,  for  which, 
it  is  faid,  Tanjour  was  pledged  to 
them  as  a  fecurity  ;  they  knew, 
therefore,  that,  if  Tanjour  was 
rellored  to  its  former  king,  they 
fhould  lofe  that  fecurity  ;  and  they 
had  reafon  to  fuppofe,  from  the 
known  cunning  of  the  Nabob,  that 
the  money  borrowed  would  be  in 
the  fame  predicament. 

Lord  Pigot,  finding  how  mat¬ 
ters  flood,  and  that  feven  to  four 


of  the  members  of  the  council 
were  again  If  him,  had  recourfe  to' 
llratagem  tb  obtain  a  majority. 
At  a  meeting  of  the  council  in  the 
abfence  of  Sir  R.  Fletcher,  com¬ 
mander  in  chief  of  the  company’s 
forces,  his  lordfhip  told  1  Meflrs. 
Srrattoft  and  BrOoke,  two  of  hie 
moll  violent  opponents,  that,  hav¬ 
ing  fomething  fo  propofe  with  re- 
fpedt  to  them,  he  thought  that 
in  decency  they  fhoTid  withdraw. 
Upon  quitting  the  council-cham¬ 
ber,  he  moved  for  fuf pending  them, 
and  carried  the  motion  by  his  onjjn 
calling  vote:  at  the  fame  time  or¬ 
ders  were  iffued  for  putting  Sir 
Robert  Fletcher  under  arrell.  But 
the  members  in  oppofition  having 
afterwards  met  the  members  under 
fufpenfion,  they  privately  com¬ 
bined  together,  and,  with  the  af- 
fillance  of  the  military,  determin¬ 
ed  to  remove  his  lordfhip  from  the 
government. 

Lord  Pigot,  apprehenfive  of  a 
mutiny,  flept  in  the  fort  that  night  ; 
Colonel  Steuart  invited  himfelf  to 
breakfaft  with  his  lo'dfRp  the  next 
morning,  then  to  dinner,  and  to’ 
fup  with  him  at  his  country  houle 
in  the  evening,  which  his  lordfhip 
agreed  to  ;  this  was  the  point  Col. 
Sceuart  wanted  to  gain,  as  he  could 
not,  without  being  liable  to  be 
tried  for  mutiny,  arreft  him  in  the 
garrifon,  for  which  purpofe  he  had 
an  order  all  that  day  in  his  pocket. 
Col.  Steuart  went  with  his  lordfhip 
in  his  carriage,  which  had  fcarcely 
proceeded  half  a  mile  from  Madras, 
before  Col.  Edington  rode  up  and 
waved  his  drawn  {'word  over  the 
horfes  heads,  calling  out,  Sepoys  U 
—When  Capt.  Lyfaught,  with  a 
party,  advanced  to  the  door  of  the 
chaife  with  a  piliol  in  his  hand, 
and  told  Lord  Pigot  lie  was  his  pri- 

foTie’r  i 
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foner ;  upon  this,  Colonel  Sceuart 
opened  the  door,  took  his  lord- 
fhip  by  the  arm,  and  bid  him  ‘  get 
out.’  '  He  was  then  conveyed  to  a 
carriage,  winch  flood  by  the  road 
fide,  in  which  he  was  carried  to 
the  mount,  and  delivered  into  the 
cuflody  of  Major  Horne,  the  com¬ 
manding  officer  on  duty  there, with 
a  declaration,  that  if  a  refeue  was 
attempted  his  lordffiip’s  life  ihould 
anfwer  it.  Col.  Steuartrode  back 
to  the  fort  that  evening,  and  pro¬ 
claimed  Mr.  Stratton,  governor. 
The  next  day  the  new  government 
fent  to  MeflVs.  Ruffed,  Dalrymple, 
and  Stone,  declaring,  that  as  they 
were  too  much  attached  to  Lord 
Pigot  to  be  trufted,  they  were  fuf- 
pended,  and  a  few  days  after,  they 
fent  a  fimilar  meflage  to  Mr. 
Latham,  who  had  only  been  pre- 
fent  at  one  council.  Col.  Eding- 
ton  was  fhortly  after  fent,  at  mid¬ 
night,  to  remove  Lord  Pigot  fur¬ 
ther  up  the  country,  but  whither, 
it  was  kept  a  profound  lecret ;  on 
his  being  introduced,  his  lordfhip 
declared  he  would  not  be  removed 
alive,  except  to  his  fort,  or  on 
board  one  of  his  majefty’s  (hips. 
—  A  report  was  circulated,  2nd  lup-' 
ported  by  affidavit,  of  an  attempt 
of  the  Nabob’s  fecond  fon  to  pro¬ 
cure  Lord  Pjgot’safTaffination  ;  and 
from  the  character  of  the  Nabob  s 
fon,  and  the  declaration  made  at 
the  time  of  his  lordfhip  s  com¬ 
mitment,  this  report  gains  univerlal 
credit. 

It  appears,  however,  upon  the 
whole,  that  his  lordlhip’s  conduct 
has  not  been  altogether  unexcep¬ 
tionable.  In  a  letter  from  Gen. 
Clavering,  at  Calcutta,  to  Col. 
Steuart,  at  Madrafs,  the  general  ex- 
prefles  his  joy  at  the  colonel’s  fuc- 
cefs  in  placing  the  majority  of  the 


council  in  the  government  ;  confi- 
ders  the  confequences  of  Lord 
Pigot’s  ufurpaiion  of  the  government , 
as  leading  inevitably  to  a  war  in 
the  Carnatic;  and  aferibes  the  ad¬ 
vantages  arifmg  to  the  company 
from  the  prefervation  of  fo  faith¬ 
ful  an  ally  as  the  Nabob  of  Arcot, 
chiefly  to  the  colonel’s  fpirit  and 
magnanimity.  The  general  at  the 
fame  time  allures  the  council  of 
Madrafs  of  the  firm  fupport  of  the 
board  at  Bengal. 

To  the  fame  effefl,  likewife, 
Mr.  Haftings  writes  to  Mr.  Strat¬ 
ton,  from  Fort  St.  George.  He 
approves  and  applauds  the  meafure 
of  wrefling  from  the  hands  of 
Lord  Pigot  the  powers  of  govern¬ 
ment;  allures  him,  that  the  reco¬ 
very  of  the  conftitution  from  an 
ufurpation  fo  confirmed,  and  from 
a  fpirit  fo  determined  as  his  lord- 
fhip’s,  muft  be  ratified  at  home  ; 
and  profefles,  that  his  opinion  is 
formed  upon  the  moft  fohd  and 
impartial  grounds;  he  likewife,  in 
the  warmefl  manner,  expreiTes  his 
feelings  on  the  determination  of  a 
conteit  of  fo  delicate  a  nature,  fo 
much  to  the  credit  and  advantage 
of  his  friends,  without  bloodfhed  ; 
and  concludes  with  owning  (hat 
he  ffiall  be  eaiier  in  his  mind  when 
he  hears  that  their  late  prefident  is 
returned  to  England,  as  his  pre¬ 
fence  muft  be  produ&ive  of  fome 
diftrefs,  and  check  the  operations 
of  government. 


Mr.  Blair’s  Letter ,  relating  to  the 
Capture  of  the  Morning  Star , 

TH  E  capture  of  the  Morning 
Star,  belonging  to  Dr.  Ir¬ 
ving  and  myielf,  and  my  applica¬ 
tion  for  redrefs  haying  been  great¬ 
ly 
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3y  mifreprefented,  both  in  and  out 
of  parliament,  I  fubmit  the  follow¬ 
ing  hate  of  fads  to  the  public,  who 
may  then  judge  for  themfeives,  how 
far  any  of  their  fervants  have  been 
culpable  ;  and  whether,  in  my  ap¬ 
peal  to  parliament,  I  have  been 
guilty  of  that  indecent  hurry  of 
which  I  am  accufed. 

Lord  Halifax,  when  feeretary  of 
Hate,  in  a  letter  to  the  Governor 
of  Jamaica,  dated  December  9, 
3763 ,  fays,  “  The  Mufquito  Shore 
is  a  Britifh  fettle-men t,  and  as  fuch 
is  to  be  maintained  and  encou¬ 
rage  d.J  5 

Lord  Dartmouth  fent  inftruc- 
tions  to  the  Governor  of  Jamaica, 
in  Auguft  1775,  for  eftabliihing  a 
legiflative  council  on  the  Mufquito 
Shore,  to  be  chofen  by  the  inha¬ 
bitants. 

Dr.  Irving  and  royfelf,  induced 
by  the  above  arrangement,  failed 
from  Gravefend  on  the"  13th  of 
Nov.  1775,  with  a  deiign  of  fet¬ 
tling  on  the  Mufquito  Shore,  not 
entertaining  the  moft  diftant  fufpi- 
cion,  that  our  property  would  not 
be  equally  proteded  there  as  in 
any  other  part  of  the  Britifh  domi¬ 
nions. 

On  the  30th  of  April  laft,  the 
Morning  Star  was  lying  at  anchor, 
under  Britifh  colours,  m  the  road 
of  Black-river,  the  principal  fet- 
tlement  on  the  Mufquito'  Shore, 
and  in  fight  of  the  King’s  houfe, 
and  was  there  forcibly  feized  by 
two  armed  flcops  under  Dutch  co¬ 
lours;  at  the  fame  time  one  of 

their  boats  chafed  the  Nancy, a  fmall 

Hoop  belonging  to  Black-river; 
John  CofEI,  mailer  of  the  Nancy, 
and  Richard  Barrel,  who  was  a 
paffenger  in  her,  both  depofed, 
that  the  boat  was  at  one  time  fo 
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near  as  to  hook  the  Nancy’s  quar-* 
ter  rail,  and  chat  the  crew  were 
Spaniards ;  every  man  who  has 
ever  feen  a  Spaniard,  mu  ft  know 
that  they  could  not  be  miftaken. 

The  inhabitants  of  Black-river, 
confcious  that  the  Morning  Star 
had  never  been  employed  in  any 
illicit  trade,  were  greatly  alarmed; 
they  confidered  the  capture  as  a 
dired  attack  on  the  colony,  and 
applied  to  the  Superintendant  to 
aftemble  the  legiflative  council  ; 
that  council  which  (I  am  told) 

Lord  - affured  the  Houfe  of 

Commons  never  exifted,  met,  ad- 
vifed  the  Superintendant  to  fend  j 
an  exprefs  to  Jamaica,  with  an 
account  of  this  daring  and  unpre¬ 
cedented  outrage,  and  laid  a  tax  1 
on  the  colony  for  defraying  the 
expence. 

The  depofitions  of  John  Coffil, 
Rich.  Burrel,  and  fame  other  per-  i 
Tons,  who  law  the  tranfadion, 
were  fent  to  the  Governor  of  Ja¬ 
maica  (the  colony  being  at  pre¬ 
fen  t  an  appendage  to  that  govern¬ 
ment)  ;  but  both  the  governor  and 
admiral,  for  reafons  bell  known  to 
themfeives,  were  of  opinion  that 
the  Morning  Star  was  taken  by 
North-American  privateers;  and 
no  ftep  was  taken  to  reclaim  the 
veflel  and  Teamen,  until  Dr.  Irving 
arrived  in  Jamaica  on  the  19th  of 
September,  and  fortunately  met 
with  Frederic  Sund,  one  of  the 
feamen  taken  in  the  Morning  Star, 
and  who  had  efcaped  from  Cartha- 
gena.  This  man  made  oath  to  all 
the  particulars  of  the  capture  be¬ 
fore  Thomas  Fench,  cuftos  and 
chief  juftice  of  the  court  of  com¬ 
mon-pleas  of  Kingfton  in  Ja¬ 
maica. 

The  governor,  unable  to  re  Oft 

fuch 
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firch  pofitive  proof,  applied  to  Ad¬ 
miral  Gayton,  who  after  a  delay 
of  another  month,  fent  a  frigate  to 
Carthagena,  hut  pofitively  rduled 
to  permit  Dr.  Irving  to  go  in  the 
frigate  to  aflift  the  Captain  in  his 
application  for  redrefs. 

The  Spanifh  governor,  contrary, 
in  all  probability,  to  the  withes  of 
Sir  Bafil  Keith  and  Admiral  Gay- 
ton,  acknowledged  the  capture,  but 
laid  he  had  no  power  or  authority 
to  order  reftitution. 

Having  taken  the  earlieft  op¬ 
portunity  of  returning  to  England, 

I  got  to  London  September  24,  and 
next  day  prefented  a  memorial  to 
Lord  George  Germaine,  with  an 
attelled  eftimate  of  the  actual  lofs 
immediately  fuftained,  amounting 
to  2659  1 .  1  2  s.  lod.  fieri,  befides 
the  total  ruin  of  our  project ;  his 
lord fhip  acquainted  me  with  the 
opinion  of  Sir  Bafil  Keith,  that 
the  Morning  Star  was  taken  by 
North  American  privateers.  I 
fhewed  him  the  affidavits  of  John 
Coffil,  and  Richard  Burrel  ;  but 
his  lordfhip  chofe  to  give  more  cre- 
dic  to  the  vague  fufpicion  of  the 
Governor  of  Jamaica,  than  to  my 
pofitive  afifurances,  as  a  fpe&atorof 
the  tranfaftion,  fupported  by  the 
cleared:  evidence  the  nature  of  the 
cafe  would  admit,  or  which  there 
was  at  that  time  any  probability 
of  ever  obtaining.  His  lordfhip 
fieemed  extremely  defirous  of  not 
making  any  immediate  application 
to  the  court  of  Spain  ;  and  in  de¬ 
ference  to  the  critical  fituarion  of 
this  country  at  that  time  (for  the 
accounts  of  our  fucceffes  in  Ame- 
fica  were  not  then  arrived)  I  did 
rot  then  prefs  the  matter  far¬ 
ther, 

I  received  Frederick  Suiid’s  affi- 
Vol.  XX. 
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davit  on  the  17th  of  Dec.  and  wrote 
immediately  to  Lord  George  Ger¬ 
maine,  inclofing  a  copy  of  it.  1 
faw  his  lordfhip  on  the  19th,  when 
he  feemed  Hill  defirous  of  making 
further  delays;  but  being  preiTed 
by  me  for  redrefs,  referred  me  to 
Lord  Weymouth,  to  whofe  depart¬ 
ment  he  told  me  it  belonged  to. 
make  application  to  the  court  of 
Spain. 

I  faw  Lord  Weymouth,  by  ap- 
pbintment  foon  after,  who  told  me 
that  the  fir  ft  knowledge  he  had  of 
the  affair  was  by  a  copy  of  Dr. 
Irving’s  petition  to  the  Gover¬ 
nor  of  Jamaica,  and1  of  Frederick 
Sund’s  affidavit,  tranfmitted  to 
him  from  the  admiralty;  that  he 
had  immediately  fent  them  to  Lord 
Grantham  ;  that  the  papers  which 
I  had  put  into  his  hands  fhould  be 
fent  that  evening  ;  and  that  as  foon 
as  any  anfwer  arrived  from  the 
court  of  Spain,  it  fhould  be  com¬ 
municated  to  me:  this  laft  part  of 
his  lordfhip’s  promile  has  never 
been  performed ;  but  I  willingly 
impute  the  neglect  to  hurry  of  bu#» 
finds. 

The  propriety  of  Lord  Wey¬ 
mouth’s  conduCt  in  the  affair  of 
Falkland’s  ifland  makes  it  reafon- 
able  to  fuppofe,  that  if  the  repre¬ 
fen  tations  to  the  court  of  Spain,  on 
the  prefent  occafion,  have  not  been 
made  with  becoming  fpirit,  it  is 
not  his  lordftiip’s  fault. 

I  am  affured  that  Lord- — —  told 
the  Houfe  of  Commons,-  that  the 
Spanifh  minifter  denied  any  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  affair  in  the  month  of 
January,  The  Morning  Star  was 
taken  on  the  30th  of  April,  and 
carried  direClly  to  Porto- Bello  and 
Carthagena.  Can  any  man  be¬ 
lieve  that  a  Spanifh  governor  da- 
[R]  ted 
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red  fo  long  negleft  informing  his 
court  of  the  capture  of  a  Britifn 
veiTel  in  fo  unprecedented  a  man¬ 
ner  ? 

Great  pains  have  been  taken  to 
reprefent  the  whole  affair  as  a  com¬ 
plaint  of  a  private  injury,  in  order 
that  adminiilration  might  fhelter 
themfelves  under  the  (hallow  pre¬ 
tence,  that  I  did  not  continue  to 
harrafs  them,  with  daily  applica¬ 
tions  for  redrefs,  from  the  25th  of 
Sept,  to  the  17th  of  Dec.  but  this 
is  by  no  means  the  cafe;  the  Bri- 
tifh  Hag  has  been  infulted  ;  B ritifh 
feamen  have  been  made  captives 
in  the  mofl  barbarous  and  difgrace- 
ful  manner;  and  the  very  exifience 
cf  a  colony,  capable  of  being  made 
equal  to  any  in  the  Weft  Indies,  is 
at  Hake. 

I  conceive  that  I  have  difcharged 
my  duty  to  the  public,  by  com* 
municating  to  his  majefty’s  mini- 
Hers,  as  early  as  poftible,  all  I 
knew  of  the  matter;  if  the  nego- 
ciation  has  languifhed  in  their 
hands,  it  is  to  be  hoped  the  day 
will  arrive,  when  thev  fhall  be 

sf 

made  anfwerable  for  it. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  moil  obedient  fervant, 
Alex.  Blair. 
Oxendon-Jlreety  March  4. 

THE  petition  which  was  offered 
to  the  houfe  of  commons,  and 
which  is  alluded  to  in  the  above  let¬ 
ter,  Hated,  “  That  the  petitioners, 
Capt,  Blair,  and  Dr.  Irving,  an  emi¬ 
nent  man  in  his  profefficn,  and  a 
celebrated  chymilf,  had,  by  an  en¬ 
couragement  from  government, 
eHablilhed  a  manufactory  for  ex- 
prefling  oil  out  of  vegetable  fub- 
jfances,  with  which  the  Mufquito 
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country  was  known  to  abound  i 
that  the  undertaking  was  accom¬ 
panied  with  great  fuccefs :  that  the 
purpofes  to  which  the  oil,  thus  ex- 
preffed,  was  ufed  in  this  country, 
was  chiefly  for  oiling-vvool  for  the 
wool-combers.  That  the  petition¬ 
ers  had  incurred  a  very  great  ex¬ 
pence  in  eftablifhing  this  manu¬ 
facture  ;  that  fome  time  in  the 
month  of  April  lafl,  two  Spanilh 
Guarda  Coflas  entered  the  har¬ 
bour,  or  road,  oppofite  the  oii 
works,  one  of  14  guns,  command¬ 
ed  by  Don  Juan  Caflello,  and  the 
Other  of  eight  guns,  commanded 
by  Don  Antonio  Euppi,  under 
Dutch  colours  ;  that  they  bore 
down  on  the  Morning  Star,  a  vef- 
fel  belonging  to  the  faid  partner- 
fhip,  and  having  approached  very 
near,  hoifled  Span! Hi  colours,  and 
fent  feveral  armed  men  on  board, 
making  prize  of  the  Morning  Star , 
taking  the  Britifh  failors  prisoners 
on  board  their  own  (hips,  where 
they  ironed  them,  and  carried  them 
into  Porto-Bello,  and  at  length 
removed  them  to  Carthagena, 
whence  this  informant  made  his 
efcape  to  Jamaica,  where,  before 
the  chief  jufiice  of  the  common 
pleas  for  faid  iiland,  he  fwore  to 
the  fads  therein  fet  forth.”—— 
The  petition  then  Hated  the  dif¬ 
ferent  applications  which  had  been 
made,  as  recited  in  the  above  let¬ 
ter,  and  Anally  prayed,  ((  that  the 
Hcufe  would  be  pleafed  to  take 
the  premifes  into  confideration, 
and  do  therein  as  they  fhall  think 
fit.  The  motion  for  bringing  up 
the  above  petition  produced  a  mod 
important  and  animated  debate ; 
but  the  queHion  being  put,  it 
was  rejeded  without  a  divi- 
fion.” 


Returns 
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Returns  made  from  the  Poor  Rates  to  Parliament ,  fated  to  be  from  Eafer% 

1775,  to  Eafiery  1776. 


Money  raifed. 

1. 

s.  d. 

England 

—  1679585 

0  0 

Wales 

—  40731 

14  7 

\ 

17203 16 

H  7 

Expended  on  Poor. 

I. 

s.  d. 

England 

—  •  1523163 

127 

Wales 

—  33640 

13  8 

1556804 

6  3 

Abfirad  of  an  Ad  for  regifering  the 
Grants  of  Life  Annuities  ;  and  for 
the  better  Protedion  of  Infants 
againf  fuch  Grants . 

AFTER  reciting  in  the  pre¬ 
amble,  that  the  pernicious 
practice  of  raifing  money  by  the 
fale  of  life  annuities,  hath  of  late 
years  greatly  increafed,  and  is 
much  promoted  by  the  fecrecy  with 
which  fuch  transactions  are  con¬ 
ducted;  it  is  enaCted  that  a  me¬ 
morial  of  all  deeds,  bonds,  &c.  for 
granting  life  annuities,  fhall ,  with¬ 
in  twenty  days  of  the  execution 
thereof,  be  enrolled  in  the  court 
of  chancery  ;  which  (hall  contain 
the  date,  name*  of  the  parties, 
witnelTes,  &c.  and  fhall  fet  forth 
the  annual  fum  or  fums  to  be  paid, 
and  the  name  of  the  perfon  or  per- 
fons  for  whofe  life  or  lives  the 
annuity  is  granted,  and  the  confi- 
deration  or  confiderations  of  grant¬ 
ing  the  fame  ;  otnerwife  every  fuch 
deed,  bond,  &c.  fhall  be  void. 


County  Rates  *. 

1.  s.  d. 
• - 131387  18  11 

6268  1 1  9 


137656  10  8 

Rent',  &c. 

Litigation. 

1.  s.  d. 

1.  s.  d. 

78176  4  o'1 

33935  18  ° 

2120  10  7 

1136  2  8 

80296  14  7 

35072  0  8 

It  further  enafts,  that  before 
judgment  fhall  be  entered  of  re¬ 
cord  upon  any  warrant  of  attorney 
for  recovering  any  annuity  alrea¬ 
dy  granted,  and  before  execution, 
fhall  be  fucd  out,  See.  on  any 
judgment  already  entered,  &c.  a 
memorial  fhall  be  enrolled  as  afo^e- 
faid  ;  othervvife  all  the  proceedings 
in  the  aCiion^  to  be  void. 

It  alfo  ena&s,  that  all  future 
deeds  for  granting  of  annuities, 
fhall  contain  the  confideration, 
and  the  names  of  the  parties,  in 
words  at  length.  And  that  if. any 
part  of  the  confideration  fhall  be 
returned  ;  or,  in  cafe  the  conli- 
deration,  or  any  part  of  it,  is 
paid  in  notes,  if  any  of  the  notes 
fhall  not  be  paid  when  due,  or 
fhall  be  cancelled  or  deflroyed  with¬ 
out  being  fir  ft  paid;  or  if  the  con¬ 
fideration,  or  any  part  of  it,  is 
paid  in  goods ;  or  if  any  part  of 
the  confideration  is  retained  on 
pretence  of  anfwering  the  future 
payments  of  the  annuity,  or  any 


*  In  mod  of  the  Northern  counties,  thefe  rates  are  raifed  feparately,  and 
therefoie  are  not  included  in  thefe  returns. 

2  other 
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other  pretence ;  the  court  may 
order  the  deed  to  be  cancelled,  and 
the  judgment,  if  any  has  been 
entered,  to  be  vacated. 

The  bill  next  contains  directions 
relating  to  the  emrollement  of  me¬ 
morials,  and  the  clerks  fees. 

It  then  ena&s,  that  all  contracts 
for  the  purchafe  of  annuities  with 
any  perfon  under  twenty^one  years 
of  age,  {hi a]  1  be  void  ;  and  that 
anv  perfon  who  Hi  all  procure  or  lo- 
licit  any  minor  to  grant  an  an¬ 
nuity,  or  to  make  oath,  or  give 
his  or  her  word  of  honour  or  fo¬ 
ie  ran  promife,  that  he  or  fire  will 


n°t  plead  infancy,  or  make  any 
other  defence  again!!  the  demand  v 
of  any  fuch  annuity,  {hall  be 
punifhed  by  fine  or  imprifon- 
ment,  & c. 

It  alfo  enaCts,  that  folicitors, 
feriveners,  brokers,  &c.  who  {hall 
take  more  than  ios.  per.  icol. 
for  procuring  money  for  annuities, 
{hall  be  punifhed  by  fine  and  im¬ 
prisoned;  and  that  the  perfon  or 
perfons  who  fhall  have  paid  or 
given  any  fum  or  fums  of  money, 
gratuity  or  reward,  fhall  be  deem¬ 
ed  a  competent  witnefs  or  witnef- 
fes  to  prove  the  fame. 


Dr.  Priced  Account  of  the  Progrefs  of  the  National  Dehty  from'iy^g 

to  1775. 


Mount  of  the  principal  and  intereft  of  the  nati- 
**•  ^  onal  debt  before  the  war  which  began  in  1740. 
Amount  in  1749  immediately  after  the  war 
Increafed  by  the  war 

Diminifhed  by  the  peace  from  1748  to  1755 
Amount  at  the  commencement  of  the  laft  war 
Amount  at  tire  end  of  the  war  in  1763 
Increafed  by  the  laft  war  -  - 

Diminilhed.by  the  peace,  in  12  years,  from  1763  to  1775 
Amount  at  Midfummer,  1775  - 


Principal. 

j  Intereft. 

w  • 

£- 

46,382,6  50 

1,903,906 

78,166,906 

2,76  5,608 

31,784,256 

861,747 

3,089,641 

111,59° 

75,077,264 

2,654,01 8 

146,582,844 

4,840,822 

71,505,580 

2,186,803 

10,639,793 

400,000 

1 3  5?94-3j°5  1 

4,440,821 

The  following  are  given  as  Efi  mates  of  the  Royal  Income  and  Expenditure . 


INCOME. 

CIVIL  Lift  -  800,000 

Revenue  of  Hanover,  when  the  eftablilhment,  Sec.  is  paid, 
brings  in  clear,  at  lealt  - 

Ireland  -  _ 

Wales  -  -  _  ,  „ 

Lancafter  -  _  _ _ 

Cornwall,  after  paying  the  Lord  Warden’s  Court,  produces  at  leaft  70,000 
Four  and  a  half  percent .  in  the  Weft  Indies  -  -  50,000 

Coal  pits  at  Louifburgh  -  „  i2  000 

Intereft  of  debts  'due  to  the  late  king  *  -  1 50*000 


100,000 

90,000 

10,000 

20,000 


1,302,000 


Extendi- 
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Expenditure,  January  6,  17 76,  to  January  1777* 


THE  Queen  -  -  -  - 

Duke  of  Glouceker  - 

Duke  of  Cumberland  -  - 

Princefs  Amelia  - 

The  fervants  of  the  late  King,  Princefs  of  Wales,  Queen 
Denmark,  &c.  , 

Cofferer  of  the  houfehold  -  - 

Treafurer  of  the  chamber  - 

Great  Wardrobe  -  - 

Maker  of  the  rob&s  - 

Maker  of  the  horfe  - 

Paymakerof  the  works  -  - 

Foreign  minikers  -  -  - 

O 

Great  officers,  judges,  fe$s,  falaries,  &c. 

Penfions  and  annuities 

Royal  bounties  - 

Gentlemen  penfioners  - 

Ptefents  to  foreign  minikers-  - 

Secret  fervice  -  - 

His  majeky’s  privy  purle  - 

Goldfmith  — 

Law  charges  -  -  * 


of 


£.  50,000 
1 2,000 
I  2  ,oco 
1 2,000 

8,000 
109,600 
60,200 
36,400 
8,800 
26,000 
76,500 
98,600 
1 30,000 
1 27,000 
J 1 ,500 
6,000 
3,000 
86,000 
48,000 
2,500 
60,000 

984,100 


Genuine  Correfpondence  between  Lord  Howe  and  Dr.  Franklin. 


AS  the  fubjed  of  the  following 
authentic  letters ,  the  time 
when  they  were  written,  and  the 
rank  and  reputation  of  the  writers, 
render  them  of  much  importance 
to  the  public,  we  cannot  doubt 
of  their  being  acceptable  to  the 
generality  of  our  readers. 

Eagle 9  June  20,  1 776. 

tl  I  cannot,  my ‘worthy  friend, 
permit  the  letters  and  parcels 
which  I  have  fent  you,  in  the  kate 
I  receive  them,  to  be  landed, 
without  adding  a  word  upon  the 
fubjed  of  the  injurious  extremities 
in  which  our  unhappy  dilputes 
have  engaged  us. 


“  You  will  learn  the  nature  of 
my  million  from  the  official  dif- 
patches  which  I  have  recommend¬ 
ed  to  be  forwarded  by  the  fame 
conveyance.  Retaining  all  the 
earneknefs  I  ever  expreffed,  to  fee 
our  differences  accommodated,  I 
fh all  conceive,  if  I  meet  with  the 
difpofition  in  the  colonies  which 
I  was  once  taught  to  exped,  the 
molt  flattering  hopes  of  proving 
ferviceable,  in  the  objeds  of  the 
king’s  paternal  folicitude,  by  pro¬ 
moting  the  ekablifhment  of  laking 
peace  and  union  with  the  qolonies. 
But  if  the  deep-rooted  prejudices 
of  America,  and  the  necekity  o?J 
preventing  her  trade  from  paffing 

[*]  3  jpt? 
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into  foreign  channels,  mufl  keep 
us  Hill  a  divided  people,  I  dial! 
from  every  private,  as  well  as  pub¬ 
lic  motive,  mod  heartily  lament 
that  it  is  not  the  moment  wherein 
thofe  great  objects  of  my  ambition 
are  to  be  attained  ,  and  that  I  am 
to  be  longer  deprived  of  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  allure  you  perfonaily  of 
the  regard  with  which  I  am, 

4t  Your  fincere  and  faithful 
Humble  fervant. 

Ho\ve. 

««  p.  S.  I  was  difappointed  of 
the  opportunity  I  expeded  for  fend¬ 
ing  this  letter  at  the  time  it  was 
dated,  and  have  been  ever  fince 
prevented  by  calms  and  contrary 
winds,  from  getting  here  to  in¬ 
form  General  Howe  of  the  com- 
miffion  with  which  I  have  the  fa- 
tisfadion  to  he  charged,  and  of 
his  being  joined  in  it. 

Oft  Sandy  Hook,  12  July. 
Superfcribed 

To  Benjamin  Franklin, 
Efq;  Philadelphia.” 

Philadelphia,  July  30,  1776. 

“  I  Received  fafe  the  letters 
your  Lord  (hip  fo  kindly  forwarded 
to  me,  and  beg  you  to  accept  my 
thanks. 

<f  The  official  difpatches  to 
which  you  refer  me,  contain  no¬ 
thing  more  than  what  we  had  feen 
in  the  ad  of  parliament,  viz.  of¬ 
fers  of  pardon  upon  fub  million  ; 
which  I  was  forry  to  find,  as  it 
mull  give  your  Lordlhip  pain  to  be 
fent  io  far  on  lb  hopeiels  a  buli- 
nefs, 

“  Direding  pardons  to  be  offer¬ 
ed  to  the  colonies  who  are  the 
very  parties  injured,  exprelles  in¬ 
deed  that  opinion  of  ignorance, 
-bafenefs  and  infenfibility,  which 
your  uninformed  and  proud  nation 


has  long  been  pleafed  to  entertain 
of  us;  but  it  can  have  no  other 
effed  than  that  of  encreafing  our 
refentment.  It  is  impoffible  we 
Ihould  think  of  fubmiifion  to  a  go¬ 
vernment  that  has,  with  the  moll 
wanton  barbarity  and  cruelty,  burnt 
our  deferscelefs  towns,  in  the  midi! 
of  winter;  excited  the  favages  to 
maffacre  peaceful  farmers,  and  our 
Haves  to  murder  their  mailers  ; 
and  is  even  now  bringing  foreign 
mercenaries  to  deluge  our  fettle- 
ments  with  blood.  Thefe  atro¬ 
cious  injuries  have  extinguifhed 
every  fpark  of  affedion  for  that; 
parent  country  we  once  held  fo 
dear  s  but  were  it  poffible  for  us 
to  forget  and  forgive  them,  it  is 
not  poffible  for  you,  I  mean  the 
Britilh  nation,  to  forgive  the  peo¬ 
ple  you  have  fo  heavily  injured  ; 
you  can  never  confide  again  in 
thoie  as  fellowTubjeds,  and  per¬ 
mit  them  to  enjoy  equal  freedom, 
to  whom,  you  know,  you  have 
given  fuch  juft  caufes  of  lafting  en¬ 
mity  ;  and  this  mull  impel  you,  if 
we  are  again  under  your  govern¬ 
ment,  to  endeavour  the  breaking 
our  fpirit  by  the  fevereft  tyranny, 
and  obftruding,  by  every  means  in 
your  power,  our  growing  ftrength 
and  profperity. 

“  But  your  lordlhip  mentions, 

1  the  king’s  paternal  folicitude  for 
promoting  the  eftablifhment  of  laft¬ 
ing  peace  and  union  with  the  co¬ 
lonies.’  If  by  peace  is  here  meant 
a  peace  to  be  entered  into  by  dif- 
tind  Hates,  now  at  war,  and  his 
n\ajefty  has  given  your  lordlhip 
power  to  treat  with  us ;  of  fuch 
peace,  I  may  venture  to  fay, 
though  without  authority,  that  I 
think  a  treaty  for  that  purpofe 
not  quite  impradicable,  before 
we  enter  into  foreign  alliances  5 

but  ■ 
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but  I  am  perfuaded  you  have 
no  fuch  powers.  Your  nation, 
though  (by  punifhing  thofe  Ame¬ 
rican  governors  who  h^ve  foment¬ 
ed  the  difcord,  rebuilding  our 
burnt  towns,  and  repairing,  as  far 
as  poliible,  the  mifchiefs  done 
us)  (he  might  recover  a  great 
fhare  of  our  regard,  and  the  great- 
eft  (hare  of  our  growing  commerce, 
with  all  the  advantages  of  that 
•additional  ftrength,  to  be  de¬ 
rived  from  a  friefidfhip  with  us  ; 
yet  I  know  too  well  her  abound¬ 
ing  pride,  and  deficient  wifdom, 
to  believe  fhe  will  ever  take 
fuch  falutary  meafures.  Her  fond- 
nefs  for  conqueft,  as  a  warlike 
nation  ;  her  lull  of  dominion,  as 
an  ambitious  one  ;  and  her  thirft 
for  a  gainful  monopoly,  as  a  com¬ 
mercial  one,  (none  of  them  legi¬ 
timate  caufes  of  war)  will  all 
join  to  hide  from  her  eyes  eve¬ 
ry  view  of  her  true  intereft,  and 
will  continually  goad  her  on,  in 
thefe  runious  diftant  expeditions, 
fo  deftrudtive  both  of  lives  and 
of  treafure,  that  they  muft  prove 
as  pernicious  to  her  in  the 
end,  as  the  Croifades  formerly 
were  to  moft  of  the  nations  in 
Europe. 

**  I  have  not  vanity,  my  lord, 
to  think  of  intimidating,  by 
thus  predidling  the  effedts  of  this 
war;  for  I  know  it  will  in 
England  have  the  fate  of  all  my 
former  predidtions,  not  to  be 
believed,  till  the  event  (hall  ve- 
rify  it. 

*«  Long  did  I  endeavour,  with 
unfeigned  and  unwearied  zeal,  to 
preferve  from  breaking  that  fine 
and  noble  china  vafe,  the  Britiih 
empire  ;  for  I  know,  that  being 
once  broken,  the  feparate  parts 
could  not  retain  even  their  fhares 
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of  the  ftrength  and  value  that  ex- 
ifted  in  the  whole;  and  that  a 
perfedl  re- union  of  thefe  parts 
could  fcarce  ever  be  hoped  for. 
Your  lord  111  i  p  may  poftibly  re¬ 
member  the  tears  of  joy  that  wet 
my  cheek,  when  at  your  good 
filler’s  in  London,  you  once  gave 
me  expeditions  that  a  reconci¬ 
liation  might  foon  take  place.  I 
had  the  misfortune  to  find  thefe 
expedlations  difappointed,  and  to 
be  treated  as  the  caufe  of  the 
mifchief,  I  was  labouring  to  pre¬ 
vent.  My  confolation  under  that 
groundlefs  and  malevolent  treat¬ 
ment  was,  that  I  retained  the 
friendfhip  of  many  wife  and  good 
men  in  that  country,  and  among 
the  reft,  fome  lhare  in  the  regard 
of  Lord  Howe. 

“  The  well-founded  efteem,  and 
permit  me  to  fay,  afFedtion  which  X 
fhall  always  have  for  your  lord- 
fhip,  make  it  painful  for  me  to 
fee  you  engaged  in  condudting  a 
war,  the  great  ground  of  which, 
as  defcribed  in  your  letter,  “  is 
the  neceflity  of  preventing  the 
American  trade  from  palling  into 
foreign  channels  :  to  me  it  feems 
that  neither  the  obtaining  nor 
retaining  any  trade,  how  valuable 
foever,  is  an  objedt  for  which  men 
may  juftlv  fpill  each  others  blood  : 
that  the  true  and  fare  means  of 
extending  and  fecuring  commerce, 
are  the  goodnefs  and  cheapnefs 
of  commodities  ;  and  that  the 
profits  of  no  trade  can  ever  be 
equal  to  the  expence  of  compel¬ 
ling  it,  and  holding  it  by  fleets 
and  armies.  I  confider  this  war 
againft  us,  therefore,  as  both  un- 
juji  and  un-ivife  ;  and  I  am  per¬ 
fuaded  that  cool  and  difpaftionate 
pofterity  will  condemn  to  infamy 
thofe  who  advifed  it ;  and  that 
[£]  4.  *  even 
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even  fuccefs  will  not  fave  from 
fome  degree  of  difhonour  thofe  who 
have  voluntarily  engaged  to  con- 
duft  it. 

<e  I  know  your  great  motive 
in  coming  hither,  was  the  hope 
of  being  inilrumental  in  a  re¬ 
conciliation  ;  and  believe,  that 
when  you  rind  that  to  be  im- 
poffible,  on  any  terms  given  you 

to  propofe,  you  will  reiinquilh  fo 

/ 


\ 


odious  a  command,  and  return 
to  a  more  honourable  private  na¬ 
tion. 

**  With"  the  greateft  and  moil 
iincere  refpedt,  I  have  the  ho¬ 
nour  to  be,  my  lord,  your  lord- 
fhip’s  moil  obedient,  humble  fer- 
vantr  B.  Franklin.” 

Direfled 

To  the  Right  Hon.  Lord  Vif~ 
count  Howe. 
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SUPPLIES  granted  by  Parliament,  for 

the  Year  1777. 


1 


T 


N  A  V  y. 

November  9,  1776. 

FIAT  45,000  men  be  employed  for  the  fea 
fervice,  for  the  year  1 777,  including 
10, 1 29  marines 

2.  That  a  fum,  not  exceeding 4I.  per  man  per  month, 
be  allowed  for  maintaining  the  faid  45,000  men, 
for  1 3  months,  including  ordnance  for  fea  fervice 

November  26. 

1.  For  the  ordinary  of  the  navy,  including  half¬ 
pay  to  the  fea  and  marine  officers,  for  the  year 

I777  - - -  — - - 

2.  Towards  building,  rebuilding,  and  repairs  of 

Ihips  of. war  in  his  majefty’s  yards,  and  other  extra 
works  over  and  above  what  are  propofed  to  be  done 
upon  the  heads  of  wear  and  tear  in  ordinary,  for  the 

year  17  77  - <•  - — - — - — - 

May  21,  1777. 

1.  Towards  paying  off  and  difcharging  the  navy 

debt  -  — - - 

2.  Upon  account,  to  be  applied  by  the  com- 
miffioners  of  Greenwich  hofpital,  for  the  fupport  and 
relief  of  fuch  worn-out  feamen,  as  fhall  not  be  pro¬ 
vided  for  in  the  faid  hofpital,  for  the  year  1777 


2340000  o  © 


400805  2  10 


465500 


1000000  o  9 


4000 


4210305  2  19 


ARMY. 

November  16,  1776. 

1.  That  a  number  of  land  forces  including  3,2 1 3 
invalids,  amounting  to  20,7-34  efFeflive  men,  com- 
miffion  and  non-commiffioned  officers  included,  be 
employed  for  the  fervice  of  the  year  1777 

2.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  20,734  effective 
men,  for  guards,  garrifons,  and  other  his  majefty’s 
land  forces  in  Great  Britain,  Jerfey  and  Guernfey 

6 


648009  1 6  5 
3«  Fo? 


w 
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3.  For  the  pay  of  the  general,  and  general  ftafF 

officers,  in  Great  Britain,  for  the  year  1777  1 1 473  18  6} 

4.  For  maintaining  his  m  a  jelly’s  forces  and  gar- 
rirons  in  the  plantations  and  Africa,  including  thofe 
in  garrifon  at  Minorca  and  Gibraltar  ;  and  for  pro- 
vifions  for  the  forces  in  North  America,  Nova 
Scotia,  Newfoundland,  Gibraltar,  the  Ceded  Iflands, 

and  Africa,  for  the  year  1777  -  949720  11  3 

5.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  the  difference  of 
pay  between  the  Britifh  and  Irifti  eftablifhment,  of 
one  regiment  of  light  dragoons,  and  fix  regiments 
of  foot,  ferving  in  North  America,  for  the  year 


1777  — ■ - -  - - 

6.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  five  Hanoverian 

battalions,  ferving  in  Gibraltar  and  Minorca,  and 
provifions  for  the  fame  - - — 

7.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  12,677  men,  the 
troops  of  the  Landgrave  of  HefTe-CafTel,  in  the  pay  of 
Great  Britain,  together  with  a  fubfidy 

8.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  a  regiment  of  foot 

of  Hanau,  &c.  — -  - 

q.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  a  regiment  of  foot 
of  Waldeck,  &c.  - - —  - - - 

10.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  4300  men,  the 
troops  of  the  reigning  Duke  of  Brunfwick 

11.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  provifions  for  the 

foreign  troops  ferving  in  America - 

12.  For  making  good  a  deficiency  in  the  fura 
voted  laft  feffion,  for  the  troops  of  Hefife 

13.  For  making  good  a  deficiency  in  the  fum 

voted  laft  feffion,  for  the  Hanau  foot  — — . 

14.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  artillery  for  the 

foreign  troops,  for  the  year  1777  . . 

15.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  deficiency  for  fo¬ 
reign  troops,  for  the  year  1776  — - — — 

16.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  the  Landgrave  of 

Hefte  Oaftel,  for  artillery  for  1776  - - 

17.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  the  artillery  of 

Hanau^  for  1776  — —  — 

^  18.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  artillery  for  the 

Waldeck  troops,  for  the  year  1776  , _ 

January  31,  1777, 

1.  Towards  defraying  the  charge  of  the  out-pen- 

fioners  in  Chelfea  hofpital  — _ 

2.  Upon  account  of  the  reduced  officers  of  his 

majefty’s  land  forces  and  marines  r . . 

3.  For  defraying  the  charge  for  allowances  to  the 
feveral  officers  and  private  gentlemen  of  the  two 


47^8  o  3 

56074  19  4 

336932  1  6f 
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troops  of  horfe  guards  reduced,  and  to  the  fuper- 
annuated  gentleman  of  the  four  troops  of  horfe 

guards  - - -  #  ^  * - - — 

4.  For  paying  of  penfions  to  widows  of  fuch  re¬ 
duced  officers  of  his  majelly’s  land  forces  and  ma¬ 
rines,  as  died  upon  the  eftablifhment  of  half-pay 
jn  Great  Britain,  and  were  married  to  them  before 

December  25,  1716, 

February  24. 

Towards  defraying  the  extraordinary  expences  of 
his  majefly’s  land  forces,  and  other  fervices  incur¬ 
red  between  Jan,  31,  177 6.  and  Feb.  1,  1777 

March  24. 

1.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  a  regiment  of  Chaf- 
feurs,  the  troops  of  the  Landgrave  of  Heffe-Caffel  in 
the  pay  of  Great  Britain,  together  with  the  fubfidy, 

for  the  year  1777  -  #  — — 

2.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  a  regiment  of  Chaf- 

feurs  of  Hanau,  in  the  pay  of  Great  Britain,  together 
with  the  fubfidy,  for  the  year  1777  - 

3.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  128$  men,  the 
troops  of  the  Margrave  of  Brandebourg  Anfpach,  in¬ 
cluding  artillery,  in  the  pay  of  Great  Britain,  to¬ 
gether  with  the  fubfidy,  for  the  year  1777 

4.  To  make  good  a  deficiency  in  the  fum  voted 

laft  feffion  of  parliament,  for  the  charge  of  Chaf- 
feurs,  the  troops  of  the  Landgrave  of  Heffe-Caffel  in 
the  pay  of  Great  Britain,  together  with  the  fubfidy, 
to  Dec.  24,  1776  •* - — 


754  12 


370  o 


1200602  12 


36728  11 
16326  10 

* 

39588  2 


3390  18 
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3773592  17  io| 

ORDNANCE.  — - - 

NoV£M3ER  16,  17  76. 

1.  For  the  charge  of  the  office  of  ordnance  for 

land  fervice,  for  the  year  1777  - -  3201 1 1  18  II 

2.  For  defraying  the  expence  of  fervices  performed 
by  the  office  of  ordnance  for  land  fervice,  and  not 

provided  for  by  parliament  in  1776  -  272705  18  1 


592817  17  o 

MISCELLANEOUS  SERVICES.  - - - 

January  31,  1777* 

For— ^he  expences  of  the  new  roads  of  communica¬ 
tion,  arjd  building  bridges,  in  the  Highlands  of  North 

£ritaiif,  in  the  year  1777  -  ^997  13  7 

March  4. 

For  defraying  the  charges  of  the  following  civil 
clhblifhments,  and  other  incidental  expences  attend¬ 
ing 
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ing  the  fame,  to  wit,  In  America: 

1.  His  majefty’s  'ifland  of  St.  John’s 

2.  His  majefty’s  colony  of  Georgia  - 

3.  His  majefty's  colony  of  Nova  Scotia  — 

4.  His  majeliy’s  colony  of  Eafl  Florida  '  — 

5.  His  majefty’s  colony  of  Well  Florida  - _ _ 

6.  In  Africa:  Senegambia,  fituate  between  the  port 
ofSalieein  South  Barbary,  and  Cape  Rouge 

7.  For  defraying  expences  attending  general  fur- 

veys  of  his  majefry’s  dominions  in  North  America, 
for  the  year  1777  -  - 

,  April  29. 

Towards  enabling  the  Trullees  of  the  Britijh  Me - 
fium >  to  carry  on  the  execution  of  the  trulls  repofed 
in  them  - - —  __ _ 

May  28. 

i.  For  di.fc barging  fuch  unfatisfied  claims  and  de¬ 
mands,  for  expences  incurred  upon  account  of  hospi¬ 
tals,  daring  the  late  war  in  Germany,  as  appear  to 
be  due  by  the  reports  of  Mr.  T.  Bifhop,  late  diredor 
of  foreign  hoipuals,  to  the  lords  commiffioners  of 
his  majeily’s  treafury,  dated  March  28,  1777 
^  2*  To  make  good  the  furri  which  has  been  ilfued  by 
his  majellyA  orders  to  fuodry  perfons,  to  be  by  them 
applied  for  tne  relier  and  benefit  of  fuch  American 
civil  officers,  and  others,  as  have  faltered  on  account 
of  their  attachment  to  his  majeliy’s  government 
3.  To  replace  the  fum  iifued  by  his  majeffy’s  orders 
to  Mr.  Duncan  Campbell ,  for  the  expence  of  confining, 
maintaining,  and  employing  convidls  on  the  River 
Thames.  — - — —  _ , _ _ 

.  4  To  make  good  to  his  majefty  the  fums  iffued  by 
his  majeily’s  orders,  in  purfuance  of  the  addrelTes  of 
this  houfe  — - - - - 

June  2. 

Towards  defraying  the  •  expences  of  printing  the' 
Journals  of  the  houfe,  and  to  defray  fuch  extraordi¬ 
nary  expences  as  have  been,  or  fhall  be  incurred  on 
account  of  the  printed  Journals  and  reports 

June  3 . 

;•  _Fof  repairing  and  fupporting  the  Britifh  forts 
and  lettlements,  on  the  coail  Africa  _ . 

.  2‘  p°  peofSe  White,  Efq;  for  defraying  expences 
incurred  by  him  in  buftnefi  done  by  authority  of 
the  houfe,  relative  to  enquiries  into  the  ftate  of  the 
poor  of  this  kingdom  . 
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November  26,  1776. 

Towards  paying  off  and  difcharging  the  exchequer 
bills,  made  out  by  virtue  of  an  ail  paffed  in  the  lall 
feffion  of  parliament,  and  charged  upon  the  firff  aids 
to  be  granted  in  this  feffion  of  parliament  1500000  o  o 

December  2 . 

For  paying  off  and  difcharging  the  exchequer  bills, 
made  out  by  virtue  of  an  ait  paffed  in  the  laft  feffion 
of  parliament,  in  titled  An  aB  for  enabling  his  majefly 
to  rai/e  the  fnm  of  one  million ,  for  the  ufe  and  purpojes 

therein  mentioned  - —  IOOOOOO  o  O 

April  18,  1 777. 

To  difcharge  the  arrears  and  debts  due,  and  owing 
upon  the  civil  lift  on  Jan.  5,  1777  -  618340  9  6J: 

At  the  fame  time  it  voas  refolded,  lt  That  for  the  bet¬ 
ter  f up  port  of  his  majefly' s  houjhold ,  and  of  the  honour 
and  dignity  of  the  crown,  there  be  granted  to  his  majefiy 
during  his  life,  out  of  the  aggregate  fund,  the  clear  yearly 
fum  of  100, cool,  to  commence  from  the  5 th  of  flan .  1777* 
over  and  above  the  fum  of  800,000  1.  granted  by  an  aB 
made  in  the  \Jl year  of  his  jnajefly' s  reign.” 

For  difcharging  and  paying  off'  the  prizes  of  the  lot¬ 
tery,  of  the  year  1776  —  —  - -  500000  o  © 

3618340  9  6f 

DEFICIENCIES. 

April  zg. 

1.  To  make  good  the  deficiency  of  the  grants  for 

the  fervice  of  the  year  1776  — — - 

2.  To  make  good  the  deficiency  on  5th  July  1776, 

©f  th'e  fund  eftablifhed  for  paying  annuities  granted, 
by  an  ail  made  in  the  31ft  year  of  his  late  majefly, 
towards  the  fupply  granted  for  the  year  1758  — 

3.  In  the  land  tax  -  — — 

4.  In  the  malt  tax  - - •  — — 

*  <  \ 

555888  o  6f 


61288  7  ij- 


4+599  O  4r 
250000  o  o 

200000  O  O 


Total  of  fupplies 


12895543  o  2 


Ways  and  Means  for  raifeng  the  above  Supplies  granted  to  his  Majefly , 

for  the  year  1777. 

November  12,  1776. 

THAT  the  fum  of  four  (hillings  in  the  pound,  and  no 
more,  be  railed  within  the  fpace  of  one  year,  from  the 
25th  of  March,  1777,  upon  lands,  tenements,  heredita¬ 
ments. 
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merits,  penfions,  offices  and  perfonal  elates,  in  that 
part  of  Great  B.ritain  called  England,  Wales,  and  the 
town  of  Berwick  upon  Tweed,  and  that  a  proportion- 
able  cels,  according  to  the  ninth  article  of  the  treaty 
of  union,  be  laid  upon  that  part  of  Great  Britain  call¬ 
ed  Scotland*  -  ; -  2000000  o  © 

November  i 9; 

That  the  duties  upon  malt,  mum,  cyder,  and  perry, 
which  by  an  adtof  parliament  of  the  1 6th  year  of  his 
prefent  majefty’s  reign,  have  continuance  to  the  24th 
of  July,  1777*  fhall  be  further  continued  and  charged 
upon  all  malt,  which  fhall  be  made,  and  all  mum, 
which  fhall  be  made  or  imported,  and  all  cyder  and 
perry,  which  fhall  be  made  for  fale  within  the  king¬ 
dom  of  Great  Britain,  from  the  23d  of  June  1777, 

to  the  24th  of  June,  1778.  750000  o  0 

March  24,  1777. 

That,  towards  making  good  the  fupply  granted  to 
his  majefty,  there  be  iffued  and  applied  the  fum  of 
295,8321.  18s.  6f>  remaining  in  the  receipt  of  the 
exchequer  on  the  5th  of  Jan.  1777,  difpofi- 

tion  of  parliament,  of  the  monies  which  had  then 
arifen  from  the  furpluffes  and  other  revenues  compof- 
ing  the  fund,  commonly  called  th z  finking  fund  295832  18  6| 

April  21. 

That,  towards  making  good  the  fupply  granted  to 
his  majerty,  there  be  iffued  and  applied  the  fum  of 
760,363!.  14s.  2|.  remaining  in  the  receipt  of  the 
exchequer  on  the  5th  of  April,  1777,  for  the  difpofi- 
tion  of  parliament,  of  the  monies  which  had  then 
arifen,  of  the  furpluffes  and  other  revenues  of  the 
fund,  commonly  called  the  Jinking  fund,  760363  14  i\ 

May  15. 

1.  That,  towards  the  fupply  granted  to  his  majefty, 
the  fum  of  5,000,0001.  be  raifed  by  annuities,  and  the 
further  fum  of  500,000!.  by  a  lottery,  in  manner  fol¬ 
lowing  ;  that  is  to  fay. 

That  every  contributor  towards  raifing  the  faid 
5,ooo,oool.  fhall,  for  every  100I.  contributed  and 
paid,  be  entitled  to  an  annuity  of  4I.  to  continue  for  a 
certain  term  of  ten  years,  to  commence  from  the  5th 
day  of  April,  1 777,  fubjeft  to  redemption  by  parlia¬ 
ment  after  the  expiration  of  that  term,  and  not  foon- 
er;  and  alfo  be  entitled,  in  refpeft  of  every  fuch 
iool.  fo  contributed,  to  a  further  annuity  of  10 s.  to 
continue  for  a  certain  term  of  ten  years,  from  the 
faid  5th  day  of  April,  17 77,  and  then  to  ceafe ;  the 
faid  annuity  of  4I.  and  of  10s.  in  refpeft  of  each 

jfooL 
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100I.  contributed,  to  be  charged  upon  the  finking 
fund,  and  to  be  payable  and  transferable  at  the  Bank 
of  England,  and  paid  half-yearly,  on  the  ioth  day 
of  Odlober,  and  the  5th  day  of  April,  in  every  year: 

That  every  fuch  contributor  fhall,  upon  payment 
of  the  further  fum  of  iol.  (in  addition  to  each  iool. 
contributed  for  annuities  as  aforefaid)  be  entitled  to  a 
ticket  in  a  lottery  to  confift  of  50,060  tickets, 
amounting  to  500,0001.  the  fame  to  be  diftributed 
into  prizes  for  the  benefit  of  the  proprietors  of  the 
fortunate  tickets  in  the  faid  lottery,  which  (hall  be  , 
paid  in  money  at  the  Bank  of  England  to  fuch  pro¬ 
prietors,  upon  demand,  as  foon  after  the  ill  day  of 
March,  1778,  as  certificates  can  be  prepared,  with¬ 
out  any  dedu&ion  whatfoever : 

That  every  contributor  fhall,  on  or  before  the  23d 
day  of  this  inflant  May,  make  a  depofit  of  i$\.  per 
centum ,  on  fuch  fum  as  he  or  fhe  fhall  choofe  to  fub- 
fcribe  towards  railing  the  faid  fum  of  5,000,0001. 
with  the  chief  cafhier  or  cafhiers  of  the  governor  and 
company  of  the  Bank  of  England  ;  and  alfo  a  depofit  , 

of  1 5 1.  per  centum  with  the  faid  cafhier  or  cafhiers,  in 
part  of  the  monies  to  be  contributed  towards  raifing  the 
faid  fum  of  500,0001.  by  a  lottery,  as  a  fecurity  for 
making  the  future  payments  refpeftively,  on  or  before 
the  days  or  times  hereinafter  limited;  that  is  to  fay. 

On  5,000,0001.  to  be  raifed  by  annuities  ; 

15I.  per  centum  on  or  before  the  30th  day  of  June 
next. 

15I.  per  centum  on  or  before  the  29th  day  of  July 
next. 

20I.  per  centum  on  or  before  the  5th  day  of  Septem¬ 
ber  next. 

1 5I.  per  centum  on  or  before  the  29th  day  of  October 
next. 

20I.  per  centum  on  or  before  the  1  ft  day  of  Decem¬ 
ber  next. 

On  the  lottery  for  500,0001. 

25I.  per  centum  on  or  before  the  ioth  day  of  July 
next. 

30I.  per  centum  on  or  before  the  28th  day  of  Augufl 
next. 

30I.  per  centum  on  or  before  the  7th  day  of  October 
next. 

That  all  the  monies,  fo  to  be  received  by  the  faid 
chief  cafhier  or  cafhiers  of  the  governor  and  company 
of  the  Bank  of  England,  fhall  be  paid  into  the  re¬ 
ceipt  of  the  exchequer,  to  be  applied  from  time  to 


ijjy\ 
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time  to  fuch  fervices  as  fhall  then  have  been  voted  by 
this  houfe  in  this  fefiion  of  parliament. 

That  every  contributor,  who  ill  all  pay  in  the  whole 
of  h  is  or  her  contribution  money  towards  the  fum  of 
5,000,000!.  to  be  contributed  for  annuities  as  afore- 
faid,  at  any  time  before  the  27th  day  of  October  next, 
or  on  account  of  his  or  her  ill  a  re  in  the  faid  lottery 
on  or  before  the  27th  day  of  Asguft  next,  fhall  be  al¬ 
lowed  an  interell,  by  way  of  difcount,  after  the  rate 
of  3I.  per  centum  per  annum ,  on  the  fum  lo  cornpleat** 
log"  his  or  her  contribution  refpettively,  to  be  com¬ 
puted  from  the  day  of  compleating  the  fame  to  the 
ift  day  of  December  next,  in  regard  to  the  fum  to  be 
paid  for  the  laid  annuities;  and  to  the  yth  day  of 
Ooftber  next,  in  refpedl  of  the  fum  to  be  paid  Non 
account  of  the  faid  lottery;  and  that  all  fuch  perfons 
as  fhall  make  their  full  payments  on  the  faid  lottery 
fhall  have  their  tickets  delivered  as  foon  as  they  can 
conveniently  be  made  out.  — — — —  5500900  o  g 

2.  That,  towards  railing  the  fupply  granted  to  his 
majefty,  there  be  ilTued  and  applied  the  fum  cl  one 
million  nine  hundred  thirty- nine  thoufand  fix  hun¬ 
dred  thirty  fix  pounds,  five  (hillings,  and  nine-pence 
three  farthings,  out  of  fuch  monies  as  fhall  or  may 
aril’s  of  the  fur  piaffes,  exceffes,  or  overplus  monies, 
and  other  revenues,  compoling  the  fund  commonly 

called  The  Sinking  Fund.  -  - -  1939636  5  n| 

3.  That,  towards  railing  the  fupply  granted  to  his 
mrijefty,  the  fum  of  one  million  five  hundred  thoufand 
pounds  be  railed,  by  loans  or  exchequer  bills,  to  be 
charged  upon  the  firil  aids  to  be  granted  in  the  next 
ieflion  of  parliament ;  and  fuch  exchequer  bills,  if  not 
diicharged,  with  interell  thereupon,  on  or  before  the 
5th  day  of  April,  1778,  to  be  exchanged  and  received 
in  payment  in  luch  manner  as  exchequer  bills  have 

ufually  been  exchanged  and  received  in  payment  i  1500000  o  o 

4.  Thar,  towards  making  good  the  fupply  granted 
to  his  majeily,  there  be  applied  the  fum  of  three  thou¬ 
fand  nine  hundred  nineteen  pounds,  thirteen  (hillings, 
and  (even  pence,  remaining  in  the  receipt  of  the  ex¬ 
chequer,  of  the  monies  arifen  by  the  duties  on  rice 
exported,  the  duties  on-  apples  imported,  and  cm 
cambrics  and  fugars,  granted  by  an  abl  of  the  fixth 
year  of  his  prefect  majeliy’s  reign,  the  monies  paid  by 
the  receivers  general  of  the  feveral  counties  which 
have  not  railed  the  militia,  and  alfo  of  fuch  impreit 
monies  as  remain  there  for  the  difpofition  of  parlia-* 

xnent  —  3919  7 

5 »  f  h 
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5.  That  the  fum  of  one  thoufand  three  hundred 

and  ninety-one  pounds,  and  (even  pence,  out  of 
fuch  monies  remaining  in  the  receipt  of  the  exche¬ 
quer  as  have  arilen  by  the  duties  and  revenues 
which  have  been  directed  to  be  referved  for  the 
difpofition  of  parliament,  towards  defraying  the 
neceffary  expences  of  defending,  protecting,  and 
fecuring,  the  Britifh  colonies  and  plantations  in 
America,  be  applied  towards  making  good  fuch 
part  of  the  fupply  as  hath  been  granted  to  his  ma- 
jefty  for  maintaining  his  majefly’s  forces  and  gar- 
rifons  in  the  plantations,  and  for  provifions  for  the 
forces  in  North  America,  Nova  Scotia,  Newfound¬ 
land,  and  the  Ceded  Iflands,  for  the  year  1777  1391  0  7 

6.  That  fuch  of  the  monies  as  fhall  be  paid  into 
the  receipt  of  the  exchequer  after  the  5th  day  of 

April,  1777,  and  on  or  before  the  5th  day  of  April,  * 

1778,  of  the  produce  of  the  duties  charged  by  two 

ads,  made  in  the  fifth  and  fourteenth  years  of  his 

prefent  majefty’s  reign,  upon  the  importation  and 

exportation  of  gum  fenega  and  gum  arabic,  be 

applied  towards  making  good  the  fupply  granted 


to  his  majefiy  .  - -  — — — • 

l39l 

0 

0 

May  28. 

That  fuch  fum  or  fums  of  money,  as  fhall  bo> 
paid  into  the  exchequer  by  the  executors  of  the 

late  Henry  Lord  Holland,  formerly  paymailer  of 
his  majefty’s  forces,  be  applied  towards  making 

i 

good  the  fupply  granted  to  his  majelly  — — 

200000 

0 

0 

Total  of  Ways  and  Means 

12952534 

12 

f  *14 

00 

Total  of  Supplies  — 

12895543 

0 

2 

Excefs  of  Ways  and  Means 

56991 

12 

6| 

Note,  The  vote  of  credit  for  one  million,  granted  this  feJJlon,for  the  future 
army  extras,  and  expence  of,  and  lofs  by,  coinage,  is  charged  on  the  next  aids . 


Jt  appears  from  the  above  refolutions,  that  the  additional 
public  debt  funded  'this  year  amounts  to  five  millions,  the 
intereft  of  which,  at  4  per  cent,  per  annum  — -  —  200Q0© 

Together  with  the  additional  annuity  of  10s.  percent,  per 
annum,  for  the  term  of  ten  years  (by  the  xft  refolution  of 
May  15,  1777)  ™  - - ■-  - -  2500© 


Amounts  in  the  whole  to 


225000 


Vox,.  XX* 


Thi» 


( 


\ 
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This  furn  (by  a&s  palled,  jn  pur.fuance  cf  feveral  refolutions 
pf  May  15,  1777)  is  to  be  railed  in  the  following  manner: 

By  a  tax  of  one  guinea  each  on  all  male  fervants  not  em¬ 
ployed  in  agriculture,  hufbandry,  or  trade  —  loocoo 

By  additional  duties  on  glafs  — —  —  — —  45000 

By  additional  jtlamp  duties  — — -  ■ — 7  ■  55000 

By  a  duty  on  auctioneers,  and  on  goods  fold  by  su&ion  37500 


Total  of  new  taxes  237500 

From  this  is  to  be  deducted  die  annual  produce  of  the 

pf&T  duty,  which  i$  repealed  *r“— ■  - — 12000 


Left  225000 


) 


1 


N 


l 


0 
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His  Majefty* s  inofi  gracious  Speech  to 
both  HouJ'es  of  Parliament ,  on 
Thursday  the  31 ft  Day  of  OClo- 
ber,  1776. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

OTHING  could  have  afford- 
ed  me  fo  much  facisfa&ion 
as  to  have  been  able  to  inform  you, 
at  the  opening  of  this  ieffton,  that 
the  troubles  which  have  fo  long 
diftradted  my  colonies  in  North 
America,  were  at  an  end  ;  and 
that  my  unhappy  people,  reco¬ 
vered  from  their  delufion,  had  de¬ 
livered  themfelves  from  the  op- 
preffion  or  their  leaders,  and  re¬ 
turned  to  their  duty  :  but  fo  daring 
and  defperate  is  the  fpirit  of  thofe 
leaders,  whole  objedt  has  always 
been  dominion  and  power,  that 
they  have  now  openly  renounced 
all  allegiance  to  the  crown,  and 
all  political  connexion  with  this 
country:  they  have  rejected,  with 
circumftances  of  indignity  and  in- 
fult,  the  means  of  conciliation  held 
out  to  them  under  the  authority  of 
our  commiffion  ;  and  have  pre¬ 
fumed  to  fet  up  their  rebellious 
confederacies  for  independent 
flutes.  If  their  treafon  be  buffered 
to  take  root,  much  rnifehief  mu  ft 
grow  from  it,  to  the  fafety  of  my 
loyal  colonies,  to  the  commerce  of 
my  kingdoms,  and  indeed  to  the 
f  yefeiit  lyltfcm  of  ail  Europe.  One 
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great  advantage,  however,  will 
be  derived  from  the  opjedt  of  the 
rebels  beinp-  openly  avowed,  and 
clearly  underflood  ;  we  fhall  have 
unanimity  at  home,  founded  in  the 
general  conviction  of  tnejuftice  and 
neceffity  of  our  meafures. 

I  am  happy  to  inform  you,  that 
by  the  bleffing  of  Divine  Provi¬ 
dence  on  the  good  conduct  and  va¬ 
lour  of  my  officers  and  forces  by 
fea  and  land,  and  on  the  zeal  and 
bravery  of  the  auxiliary  troops  in 
rny  fervice,  Canada  is  recovered-; 
and  although,  from  unavoidable 
delays,  the  operations  at  New 
York  could  not  begin  before  the 
month  of  Auguft,  the  fuccefs  in 
that  province  has  been  fo  impor¬ 
tant  as  to  give  the  ftrongeft  hopes 
of  the  molt  deciiive  good  confe- 
quences :  but,  notwithstanding  this 
fair  profpedt,  vve  rnuft,  at  all 
events,  prepare  for  another  cam¬ 
paign  . 

I  continue  to  receive  affurances 
of  amity  from  the  fev^ral  courts  of 
Europe;  and  am  uling  my  utmoft 
endeavours  to  conciliate  unhappy 
differences  between  two  neighbour¬ 
ing  powers ;  and  I  Hill  hope,  that 
all  mifunderilandings  may  be  re¬ 
moved,  and  Europe  continue  to 
enjoy  the  ineftimable  bleffings  of 
peace  :  I  think  neverthelels  that, 
in  the  prefent  fituarion  of  affairs, 
it  is  expedient  that  we  fhould  be  in 
[S]  z  ~  a  re- 
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a  refpe&abie  date  of  defence  at 
home. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of 

Commons, 

I  will  order  the  edimates  for  the 
enfuing  year  to  be  laid  before  you. 
It  is  matter  of  real  concern  to  me, 
that  the  important  confidera cions 
which  I  have  dated  to  you  mud  ne- 
ceffarily  be  followed  by  great  ex¬ 
pence  :  I  doubt  not,  however,  but 
that  my  faithful  commons  will  rea¬ 
dily  and  chearfully  grant  me  fuch 
Supplies  as  the  maintenance  of 
the  honour  of  my  crown,  the  vin¬ 
dication  of  the  jud  rights  of  par¬ 
liament,  and  the  public  welfare, 
ihall  be  found  to  require. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

In  this  arduous  conted  I  can  have 
no  other  object  but  to  promote  the 
true  intereds  of  all  my  fubjedts. 
No  people  ever  enjoyed  more  hap- 
pinefs,  or  lived  under  a  milder  go¬ 
vernment,  than  thofe  now  revolted 
provinces  :  the  improvements  in 
every  art,  of  which  they  boad,  de¬ 
clare  it :  their  numbers,  their 
wealth,  their  drength  by  fea  and 
land.,  which  they  think  fufficient 
to  enable  them  to  make  head 
again  ft  the  whole  power  of  the 
mother  country,  are  irrefragable 
proofs  of  it.  My  defire  is  to  redore 
to  them  the  bleffings  of  law  and  li¬ 
berty,  equally  enjoyed  by  every  Bri- 
tifn  fubjeft,  which  they  have  fa¬ 
tally  and  defperately  exchanged  for 
all  the  calamities  of  war,  and  the 
arbitrary  tyranny  of  their  chiefs. 


The  humble  Addrefs  of  the  Lords 
Spiritual  and  Tempo/ al  in  Parlia¬ 
ment  affembled . 

Mod  gracious  Sovereign, 

E,  your  majedy’s  mod  du¬ 
tiful  loyal  fubjedls,  the 
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lords  fpiritual  and  temporal,  ia 
parliament  alfembled,  beg  leave  to 
return  your  majedy  our  humble 
thanks  for  your  mod  gracious 
fpeech  from  the  throne. 

It  is  with  the  trued  fatisfadlion 
we  congratulate  your  majedy  on 
the  fuccefs  of  your  arms  in  the 
province  of  Nevv-York,  the  reco¬ 
very  of  Canada,  and  the  fair  pro- 
fpedt  of  decifive  good  confequences, 
which,  under  the  bleffing  of  Di¬ 
vine  .Providence,  is  now  opened 
by  the  hrmnefs  of  your  majedy’s 
councils,  the  valour  and  good  con- 
dud  of  your  majedy’s  officers  and 
forces  by  fea  and  land,  and  by  the 
zeal  and  bravery  of  the  auxiliary 
troops  in  your  majedy’s  fervice. 

We  beg  leave  to  allure  your  ma¬ 
jedy,  that  nothing  would  have 
given  us  equal  happinefs  to  the 
having  been  informed  by  your  ma¬ 
jedy,  at  the  opening  of  this  feffion, 
that  the  troubles,  which  have  fo 
long  didraded  North  America, 
had  been  at  an  end  ;  that  your 
majedy’s  unhappy  people  in  thofe 
provinces  had  recovered  from  their 
deludon,  and,  awakened  by  a  due 
fenfe  of  their  misfortunes  and  mif- 
doings,  had  delivered  themfelves 
from  the  oppreffion  of  their  leaders, 
and  were  returned  to  their  duty, 
While  we  lament  that  your  ma¬ 
jedy’s  humane  and  merciful  inten¬ 
tions  have  been  frudrated  by  the 
negled  fhewn  to  the  means  of  con¬ 
ciliation,  notified  under  the  autho¬ 
rity  of  your  majedy’s  royal  com- 
miffion,  we  feel  the  ftrongeft  indig¬ 
nation  at  the  infolent  manner  in 
which  they  were  rejedled  ;  and  we 
want  words  to  exprefs  our  abhor¬ 
rence  of  the  defperate  fpirit  of 
thofe  overbearing  men,  who  with 
an  infatiable  third  of  power  and 
dominion,  which  has  uniformly 
adluated  all  their  proceedings,  have 
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flow  renounced  allegiance  ,to  the 
crown,  and  all  political  connec¬ 
tion  with  Great  Britain  ;  and, 
with  an  arrogance  equal  to  the 
enormity  of  the  attempt,  left  a 
doubt  of  their  real  defign  fhould 
remain  on  the  breaft  of  any  perfon 
whatever,  have  fet  up  their  rebel¬ 
lious  confederacies  for  independent 
ftates.  We  are  fully  aware  of  the 
mifchief  which  would  accrue  from 
the  fuccefs  of  this  treafon,  to  your 
majefty’s  loyal  colonies,  to  the 
commerce  of  this  nation,  and, 
more  remotely  indeed,  but  not  lefs 
certainly,  to  the  fyftem  of  Europe, 
and  to  every  ftate  upon  the  conti¬ 
nent  of  Europe  poffefted  of  diftant 
colonies. 

We  refle£l  with  pleafure  on  the 
folid  advantage  which  will  be  de¬ 
rived  from  the  objeft  of  the  rebels 
being  openly  avowed  and  clearly 
underftood,  the  unanimity  which 
will  orevail  at  home,  founded  in  a 

L  1 

convidtion  of  thejufticeand  necef- 
ftty  of  your  majefty’s  meafures. 
Infpired  with  the  fame  zeal  for  the 
caufe  of  our  country  which  ani- 
-xnates  the  kingdom  at  large,  we 
will  fteadily  fupport  your  majefty 
in  the  vindication  of  the  honour 
of  your  crown,  and  the  juft  rights 
of  parliament,  and  will  chearfully 
concur  in  making  the  neceft'ary 
provifions  for  thofe  great  pur- 
pofes. 

The  afiurances  of  amity,  which 
your  majefty  continues  to  receive 
from  the  feveral  courts  of  Europe, 
afford  us  great  fatisfadlion  ;  we  en¬ 
tertain  the  moft  grateful  fenfe  of 
the  endeavours,  which  your  ma¬ 
jefty  is  exerting  to  conciliate  un¬ 
happy  differences  between  two 
neighbouring  powers  ;  and  we  truft 
thar,  by  your  majefty’s  aufpicious 
endeavours,  thefe  mifunderftand- 
;ngs  will  be  removed,  and  Europe 


continue  to  enjoy  the  ineftimable 
bleffings  of  peace.  Permit  us,  Sir, 
at  the  fame  time  to  return  your 
majefty  our  dutiful  thanks  for  your 
provident  attention  in  guarding 
againft  any  events  which  may  arife 
out  of  the  prefent  fituation  of  affairs, 
by  keeping  us  jn  a  refpe&able  ftate 
of  defence  at  home; 

With  hearts  full  of  duty  and 
gratitude,  we  acknowledge  the 
happinefs,  which,  under  your  ma¬ 
jefty’s  mild  government,  is  extend¬ 
ed  to  every  part  of  the  Britifh  em¬ 
pire  ;  of  which  the  late  flourifhing 
ftate  of  the  revolted  provinces, 
their  numbers,  their  wealth,  their 
ftrength  by  fea  and  land,  which 
they  think  fufficient  to  enable 
them  to  make  head  againft  the 
whole  power  of  the  mother  coun¬ 
try,  fhew  that  they  have  abun¬ 
dantly  participated.  And  we  ear- 
neftly  hope,  that  your  majefty’3 
paternal  object  of  reftoring  your 
diftra&ed  colonies  to  the  happy 
condition  from  which,  by  their 
own  mifconduft,  they  are  wretch¬ 
edly  fallen,  will  be  fpeedily  at¬ 
tained. 


Proteji  of  the  Lords. 

Die  fovis,  310  OB.  1776. 

UPON  the  motion  for  the  above 
addrefs,  an  amendment  was 
moved  by  the  Marquis  of  Rock¬ 
ingham,  and  feconded  by  the 
Duke  of  Manchefter,  which  pro¬ 
duced  a  long  debate  ;  when  the 
queftion  being  put,  the  houfe  di¬ 
vided, 

Contents  -  -  26 

Non-contents  82  ) 

Proxies  -  -  9  j  91 

The  queftion  was  next  put  on 
the  addrefs,  and  carried  in  the 
affirmative, 

[SJ  3  Dtfn. 
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Dfffentient, 

For  the  reafons  contained  m  the 
amendment  propofed  and  rejected, 

viz. 

**  To  affure  his  majefiy,  that 
animated  with  the  moft  earned  and 
fincere  zeal  for  his  true  interest, 
and  the  real  glory  of  his  reign,  we 
behold  with  inexpreffible  concern, 
the  minds  of  a  very  large,  and 
lately  loyal  and  affectionate  part  of 
his  people,  entirely  alietsated  from 
his  government.  Nor  can  we  con¬ 
ceive,  that  fucli  an  event  as  the 
difaffedion  and  revolt  ot  a  whole 
people,  could  have  taken  place 
without  feme  confiderable  errors, 
in  the  conduct  obferved  towards 
them. 

Thefe  erroneous  meafures  we 
conceive  are  to  be  imputed  to  a 
want  cf  fuffioient  information  being 
laid  before  parliament ;  and  to  too 
large  a  degree  of  confidence  being 
repofed  in  thofe  miniflers,  who 
from  their  duty  were  obliged,  and 
from  their  official  fituation  were 
bed  enabled  to  know  the  temper 
and  difpofition  of  his  majefly’s 
American  fubjeds  ;  and  were, 
therefore,  prelunied  moll  capable 
of  pointing  out  fuch  meafures  as 
might  produce  the  mod  falutary 
effed.  Hence  the  fchemes  which 
were  formed  for  the  reduction  and 
chaflifement  of  a  fuppofed  inconfi- 
cjerable  party  of  fadious  men,  have 
driven  thirteen  large  provinces  to 
defpair !  Every  a  Cl  which  has 
been  propofed  as  a  means  of  pro¬ 
curing  peace  and  fubmiffion,  has 
become  a  new  caufe  of  war  and  re¬ 
volt;  and  we  now  find  ourselves 
almoil  inextricably  involved  in  a 
bloody  and  exjpenfive  civil  w'ar, 
which  befides  exha u fifing,  at  pre¬ 
fect,  the  ftrength  of  his  majefly’s 
dominions,  ex  poling  our  allies  to 


the  defigns  of  their,  and  our  ene¬ 
mies,  and  leaving  this  kingdom  in 
a  moft  perilous  fituation,  threatens 
in  its  iifue,  the  moffi  deplorable 
calamities,  to  the  whole  Britifh 
race. 

“  We  cannot  avoid  lamenting, 
that  in  confequence  of  the  credit 
afforded  to  the  reprefentations  of 
miniflers,  no  hearing  has  been 
given  to  the  reiterated  complaints 
and  petitions  of  the  colonies  :  nei¬ 
ther  has  any  ground  been  laid,  for 
removing  the  original  caufe  of 
thefe  unhappy  differences,  which 
took  their  rife  from  queftions  rela¬ 
tive  to  parliamentary  proceedings, 
and  can  be  fettled  only  by  parlia¬ 
mentary  authority.  By  this  fatal 
omifilon,  the  commiffioners  nomi¬ 
nated  for  the  apparent  purpofe  of 
making  peace,  were  furnifhed  with 
no  legal  pow'er,  but  thofe  of  giv¬ 
ing  or  withholding  pardons  at 
their  pleafure  ;  and  cf  relaxing  the 
feverities  of  a  fingle  penal  aCl  of 
parliament,  leaving  the  whole  foun¬ 
dation  of  this  unhappy  controverfy 
as  it  flood  at  the  beginning. 

“  To  reprefent  to  his  majefiy, 
that  in  addition  to  this  negleft, 
when,  in  the  beginning  of  the  laft 
feffion,  his  majefly,  in  his  graci¬ 
ous  fpeech  to  both  houfes  of  par¬ 
liament,  had  declared  his  refla¬ 
tion  of  fending  out  commiffioners 
for  the  purpofes  therein  expreffed, 
as  fpeedily  as  pofiible ;  no  fuch  com- 
miflioners  were  fent,  until  nearly 
feven  months  afterwards  ;  and  un¬ 
til  the  nation  was  alarmed  by  the 
evacuation  of  the  only  town,  then 
held  for  his  majefly,  in  the  thir¬ 
teen  united  colonies.  By  this  de¬ 
lay,  ads  of  the  moft  critical  na¬ 
ture,  the  effed  of  which  muft  as 
much  depend  upon  the  power  of 
immediately  relaxing  them  on  fub¬ 
miffion. 


STATE 

million,  as  in  enforcing  them  upon 
difobedience,  had  only  an  opera¬ 
tion  to  inflame  and  exafperate. 
But  if  any  colony,  town,  or  place, 
had  been  induced  tofubmit  by  the 
operation  of  the  terrors  of  thofe 
ads,  there  were  none  in  the  place, 
of  power  fuificient  to  reilore  the 
people  fo  fubmitting  to  the  com¬ 
mon  right  of  fubjedion.  The  in¬ 
habitants  of  the  colonies,  apprised 
that  they  were  put  out  of  the  pro- 
tedion  of  government,  and  feeing 
no  means  provided  for  their  enter¬ 
ing  into  it,  were  furnifhed  with 
reafons  but  too  colourable,  for 
breaking  off  their  dependency  on 
the  crown  of  this  kingdom. 

“  To  affure  his  majelly,  that 
removing  our  confidence  from  thofe 
who  in  fo  many  inflances  have 
grofly  abufed  it,  we  fhall  endeavour 
to  reilore  to  parliament  ,  the  confi¬ 
dence  of  all  hi?  people. 

“  To  this  end,  it  may  be  ad- 
vifeable  to  make  a  more  minute  en¬ 
quiry  into  the  grievances  of  the  co¬ 
lonies,  as  well  as  into  the  condud 
of  miniilers,  with  regard  to  them. 
We  may  think  it  proper,  particu¬ 
larly,  to  enquire  how  it  has  hap¬ 
pened,  that  the  commerce  of  this 
kingdom  has  been  left  expofed  to 
the  reprifals  of  the  colonies,  at  the 
very  time  that  their  feamen  and 
fiihermen  being  indifcriminately 
prohibited  from  the  peaceable  ex- 
ercife  of  their  Occupations,  and  de¬ 
clared  open  enemies,  mull  be  et- 
peded,  with  a  certain  affurance,  to 
betake  themfelves  to  plunder,  and 
to  wreak  their  revenge  on  thejcom- 
merce  of  Great-Britain. 

“  That  w«  underhand,  that 
amidft  the  many  difaflers  and  dis¬ 
graces  which  have  attended  on  his 
majeily’s  arms  in  many  parts  of 
America,  an  advantage  has  been 
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gained  by  his  maje(ly*s  Britifh  and 
foreign  mercenary  forces,  in  the 
province  of  New-York.  That  if 
a  wife,  moderate  and  prudent  ufe 
be  made  of  this  advantage,  it  is 
not  improbable,  that  happy  effeds 
may  refult  from  that  ufe.  And  wc 
affure  his  majefry,  that  nothing 
fhall  be  wanting  on  our  part  to  en¬ 
able  his  majcily  to  take  full  advan¬ 
tage  of  any  difpofitions  to  reconci¬ 
liation,  which  may  be  the  confe- 
quence  of  the  miferies  of  war,  by 
laying  down,  on  our  part,  real  per¬ 
manent  grounds  of  connedion  be* 
tween  Great  Britain  and  the  colo¬ 
nies,  on  principles  of  liberty  and 
terms  of  mutual  advantage. 

**  That  whilit  we  lament  this 
effufion  of  EngliOi  blood,  (which 
we  hope  has  not  been  greater  or 
other  than  neceflity  required  and 
honour  jiiftihed)  we  ffiould  mcfl: 
heartily  congratulate  his  majelly* 
on  any  event  leading  to  the  great 
defirable  end  of  fettling  a  peace, 
which  might  promife  to  lail*  by 
the  refioration  of  the  ancient  af- 
fedion  which  has  happily  iubfifled 
between  this  kingdom  and  its  co¬ 
lonies  ;  any  other  would  neceffarily 
require,  even  in  cafe  of  a  total 
conqueft,  an  army  to  maintain,, 
ruinous  to  the  finances,  and  incom¬ 
patible  with  the  freedom  of  his  ma- 
jefly’s  people.  We  fnould  look 
with  the  utmofl  fhame  and  horror* 
on  any  events,  of  what  nature  fo- 
ever,  that  fhould  tend  to  break  the 
fpirit  of  any  large  part  of  the  Bri- 
tifh  nation,  to  bow  them  to  an  ab- 
jed  unconditional  fubmiffion  to  any 
power  whatsoever,  to  annihilate 
their  liberties,  and  to  fubdue  them 
to  fervile  principles,  and  paffivg 
habits,  by  the  mere  force  of  mer¬ 
cenary  arms.  Becaufe,  amidil  the 
exceffes  and  abufes  which  have  hap- 
[S]  4  penedg 
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pened,  we  mull  refpefl  the  fpirit 
and  principles  operating  in  thefe 
commotions  ;  our  wifh  is  to  regu¬ 
late,  not  to  deftroy  them.  For 
though  differing  in  fome  circum- 
ftances,  thofe  very  principles  evi¬ 
dently  bear  fo  exa£t  an  analogy 
with  thofe  which  fupport  the  molt 
valuable  part  of  our  own  conliitu- 
tion,  that  it  is  impoffible,  with  any 
appearance  of  juftice,  to  think  of 
wholly  extirpating  them  by  the 
fword  in  any  part  of  his  majefty’s 
dominions,  without  admitting  con¬ 
sequences,  and  eftablifhing  prece¬ 
dents  the  moil  dangerous  to  the 
liberties  of  this  kingdom. 
Richmond,  Craven, 
Devonfhire,  Fitzwilliam, 

Portland,  Abingdon, 

Manchefter,  De  Ferrers, 

Rockingham,  Effingham, 

Scarborough,  Abergavenny, 
King,  Ponfonby.” 


*fhe  humble  addrefs  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  to  the  Kino •. 

O 

Moil  gracious  Sovereign, 

E,  your  majefty’s  moil  du¬ 
tiful  and  loyal  fubie£ts,  the 
commons  of  Great  Britain  in  par¬ 
liament  affembled,  beg  leave  to  re¬ 
turn  your  majefty  the  humble  thanks 
of  this  houfe,  for  your  moil  gracious 
fpeech  from  the  throne. 

While  we  lament  the  continu¬ 
ance  of  the  troubles  which  have  fo 
long  diilra<Sled  your  majefty’s  colo¬ 
nies  in  North  America,  and  of  the 
calamities  and  cppreffions  which 
our  unhappy  fellow- fubje&s  are  Hill 
fuifering  under  thearbitrary  tyranny 
of  their  leaders ;  we  cannot  for¬ 
bear  to  exprefs  our  delegation  and 
abhorrence  of  the  audacious  and 
defperate  fpirit  of  ambition,  which 
has  at  lail  carried  thofe  leaders  fo 


far,  as  to  make  them  openly  re¬ 
nounce  all  allegiance  to  the  crown, 
and  all  political  connexion  with 
this  country,  and  in  direct  terms 
to  prefunrse  to  fet  up  their  rebelli¬ 
ous  confederacies  for  independent 
Hates. 

Weconflder  their  rejeflion  of  the 
gracious  and  condescending  means 
of  reconciliation,  held  out  to  them, 
under  the  authority  of  your  ma¬ 
jefty’s  commiffion,  as  a  frefh  and 
convincing  proof  that  the  object  of 
thefe  men  has  always  been  power 
and  dominion  ;  but  we  can  impute 
the  circumftances  of  indignity  and 
infult  accompanying  this  proceed¬ 
ing  to  no  other  motive  than  a  re- 
fentment  of  your  majefty’s  firm  and 
conilant  adherence  to  the  mainte¬ 
nance  of  the  conflitutional  rights  of 
parliament,  divelied  of  every  pof- 
fible  view  of  any  ieparate  interefls 
of  the  crown  :  and  we  beo-  leave  to 

O 

allure  your  majefty,  that  the  fame 
attachment  of  your  majefty  to  the 
parliamentary  authority  of  Great- 
Britain,  which  hath  provoked  the 
infolence  of  the  chiefs  of  this  re¬ 
bellion,  cannot  but  operate,  as  it 
ought  to  do,  in  fixing  your  ma¬ 
jefty  Hill  deeper,  if  poffible,  in  the 
affections  of  a  Britifh  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons. 

With  reverence  and  gratitude  to 
Divine  Providence,  permit  us  to 
exprefs  our  unfeigned  joy,  and  to 
offer  our  fincere  congratulations  to 
your  majefty,  on  the  fuccefs  which 
has  attended  the  good  condudl  and 
valour  of  your  majefty 's  officers  and 
forces  both  by  fea  and  land,  and 
the  zeal  and  bravery  of  the  auxi¬ 
liary  troops  in  your  fervice,  in  the 
recovery  of  Canada,  and  in  the 
important  operations  in  the  pro¬ 
vince  of  Wew-York,  which  give  the 
ftrongeft  hopes  of  the  moll  decifiva 
good  confequences. 


It 
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It  is  with  much  fatisfa&ion  we 
learn,  that  your  majedy  continues 
to  receive  affurances  of  amity  from 
the  feveral  courts  of  Europe  :  and 
we  thankfully  acknowledge  your 
majedy’s  goodnefs  and  paternal 
concern  for  the  happinefs  of  your 
people,  in  your  condant  attention 
to  preferve  the  general  tranquil¬ 
lity;  and  it  is  our  moll  earned 
wifti  that,  by  your  majedy’s  inter- 
pofition,  all  mifunderftandings  and 
differences  between  two  neighbour¬ 
ing  powers  may  be  happily  recon¬ 
ciled,  and  Europe  dill  enjoy  the 
bleffings  of  peace. 

Your  faithful  commons  condder 
it  as  a  duty  which  they  owe  to  your 
majedy,  and  to  thofe  they  repre¬ 
sent,  to  grant  your  majedy  fuch 
Supplies  as  the  weighty  considera¬ 
tions,  which  your  majeily  has  been 
pleafed  to  date  to  us,  fhall  be 
found  to  require;  and  we  have  a 
well-grounded  confidence,  that,  at 
this  time,  when  the  objeCt  of  the 
rebels  is  openly  avowed  and  clearly 
underdood,  the  p-eneral  convic- 
tion  of  the  judice  and  neceffity  of 
your  majedy’s  meafures  mud  unite 
all  ranks  of  your  faithful  fubje&s 
in  fuporting  your  majedy  with 
one  mind  and  heart  in  the  great 
national  caufe  in  which  you  are  en¬ 
gaged. 

. '  ■  ..  -  .1—  ..  i  -  Ml  .  I.  ■—  —  am  I.  I  ■  -■  ..  -  > 

On  the  10th  day  of  April  the  fol¬ 
lowing  meffage  from  the  King 
was  delivered  to  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  by  Lord  North. 

“  G.  REX. 

T  gives  his  majedy  much 
concern  to  find  himfelf  oblig- 
“  ed  to  acquaint  the  Houfe  of 
“  Commons  with  the  difficulties 
**  he  labours  under,  by  reafon  of 
debts  incurred  by  the  expences 
“  of  his  houfehold,  and  of  the  ci- 
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“  vil  government,  which  being 
“  computed  on  the  5  th  of  January 
“  lad,  do  amount  to  more  than. 
iC  6oo,oool.  His  majedy  relies 
on  the  loyalty  and  affeCtion  of 
ct  his  faithful  commons,  of  which 
tc  he  has  received  fomanyfignal 
“  proofs,  for  enabling  him  to  dif- 
“  charge  this  debt ;  and  that  they 
“  will  at  the  fame  time  make  fome 
“  further  provifion  for  the  better 
“  fupport  of  his  majedy’s  houfe- 
<c  hold,  and  of  the  honour  and 
“  dignity  of  his  crown. 

“  G.  R.” 

A  meffage  to  the  fame  purport  was 
alfo  delivered  to  the  Lords  by 
one  of  the  fecretaries  of  date  ;* 
and  the  following  addrefs  ordered 
to  be  prefented. 

The  humble  Addrefs  of  the  Lords  Spi¬ 
ritual  and  Temporal ,  in  Parliament 
affembled . 

'IXT’E,  your  majedy’s  mod  du~ 
▼  ▼  tiful  and  loyal  fubjefls,  the 
lords  fpiritual  and  temporal,  ia 
parliament  affembled,  beg  leave  to 
return  your  majedy  the  thanks  of  this 
houfe  for  your  majedy’s  mod  gracious 
meffage,  by  which  your  majedy  has 
been  pleafed  to  inform  this  houfe 
of  ,the  exceedings  of  the  expences 
of  your  majedy’s  houfehold  and  civil 
government,  beyond  the  revenue 
fettled  on  your  majedy  for  defraying 
the  fame  ;  and  to  affure  your  ma¬ 
jedy  of  the  grateful  fenfe  this  houfe 
entertains  of  your  majedy’s  well- 
founded  reliance  on  the  loyal  and 
affectionate  attachment  of  this 
houfe  to  your  majedy’s  perfon  and 
government ;  and  that,  fully  con¬ 
vinced  of  the  tender  and  difinte- 
reded  attachment  which  your  ma¬ 
jedy  has  fhewn,  through  the  whole 
2  icoarfe 
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courfe  of  your  reign,  to  the  eafe  and  with  the  decreafe  of  Britifh  empire* 
welfare  of  your  faithful  people,  this  manifeftly  required  the  utmod  ceco- 
Loufe  will  moft  readily  concur  in  nomy  in  the  management  of  the 
enabling  your  majefty  to  dilcharge  revenues  of  the  crown,  we  cannot 
the  debts  which  occafion  your  ma-  behold,  without  adonifhment  and 
jetty’s  prefent  di’fficultfes,  and  in  indignation,  a  profufion  in  his 
making  fome  further  provifion  for  majefty’s  miniders,  which  the 
the  better  fupport  of  your  majedy  *s  greated  profperity  of  our  affairs 
houfehold,  and  the  honour  and  dig-  could  fcarcely  excufe. 
city  of  the  crown.”  “  That  this  houfe,  with  the 

mod  zealous  devotion  to  your  ma- 
r  "  ~  *"  jetty’s  true  intereds,  beg  leave  to 

Protefl  of  the  Lords .  reprefent  to  your  majedy,  that  we 

humbly  apprehend  the  clear  reve- 
Die  Mercurii ,  ib  ■  Apr.  1 777.  nue  0f  g00joool.  3  year,  which 

’PON  the  motion  for  the  above  fupported  your  majefty’s  grandfa- 
addrefs,  an  amendment  was  ther,  of  happy  memory,  in  great 
moved  by  the  Marquis  of  Rocking-  authority  and  magnificence,  is  fully 
ham,  and  feconded  ;  when,  after  fufficient  (if  managed  by  your  ma- 
a  warm  debate,  the  quedion  being  jetty’s  fervants  with  the  fame  in¬ 
put,  the  houfe  divided  ; 

Contents  -  20 

Non  contents  -  96 
The  Duke  of  Grafton 
moved  the  previous  quedion,  when 
the  houfe  again  divided  ; 

Contents  -  26 

Proxies  -  2 

Non-contents  90  j 
Proxies  -  22  f 

The  main  quedion  was  then  put, 
and  the  houfe  divided  a  third  time  ; 

Contents  -  90 — Proxies  22 

Non-contents  20 — Proxy  1 

Diffentient, 

For  the  reafons  contained  in  the 


then 
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tegrity  and  eeconomy)  to  maintain 
alfo  the  honour  and  dignity  of  you? 
majefty’s  crown,  in  that  reverence 
in  which  we  wifh,  as  much,  at 
lead,  as  thofe  who  have  fquandered 
away  the  revenues,  to  fee  it  always 
fupported. 

({  Parliament  has  already,  in 
confederation  (we  fuppofe)  of  fome 
expence  in  the  beginning  of  your 
majetty’s  reign,  difcharged  the 
debts  and  incumbrances  on  the 
civil  lift  to  a  very  great  amount. 
Again  to  exceed  the  revenue  grant¬ 
ed  by  parliament,  without  its  au¬ 
thority,  and  to  abul'e  its  indul¬ 
gence  in  paying  one  debt,  by  con- 
amendment  propoled  and  rejected,  cradling,  in  fo  fhort  a  time,  ano- 
viz.  ther  and  a  greater,  is,  on  the  firll 

“  To  adore  his  majedy  of  the  view,  a  criminal  adl.  Your  ma- 
Inviolable  affedlion  and  loyalty  of  jetty’s  miniiters  ought  to  have  laid 
this  houfe;  and  that  it  is  with  the  fome  matter  before  this  houfe,  tend- 
iincered  afdidlion  we  find  our  duty  to  ing  to  (how  that  your  majefty’s  go¬ 
lds  majedy  and  our  country  entirely  vernment  could  not  ,be  reputably 
incompatible  with  our  compliance  fupported  on  the  provifion  made  by 
with  the  requed  made  to  us  in  his  parliament;  whereas  they  have 
jnajefty’s  meffage.  only  laid  before  us  the  heads  on 

1  hat  at  a  time  when  the  in-  which  they  have  exceeded,  with- 
of  public  debt,  attended  cut  any  thing  which  can  tend  ei- 
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ther  to  j uflify  or  excufe  the  excefs ; 
and  the  only  reafon  given  to  us  for 
paying  that  debt  is,  that  your  ma- 
jefty’s  minifters  have  incurred  it. 

“  With  regard  to  the  further  in- 
•creafe  of  your  majefty’s  civil  lilt  re¬ 
venues,  we  mull  decline  any  con¬ 
currence  therein,  not  folely  from 
motives  of  ceconomy  (though  at  no 
time  more  ftri&ly  required)  but 
from  a  dread  alfo  of  the  efledl  of. 
fuch  an  augmentation  on  the  ho¬ 
nour  and  integrity  of  parliament, 
by  veiling  fuch  large  fums  without 
account  in  the  hands  of  minifiers, 
when  an  opinion  is  known  to  pre¬ 
vail,  and  which  we  have  no  means 
of  con  trad  idling — that  your  ma- 
iefty’s  civil  lift  revenues  are  em¬ 
ployed  in  creating  undue  influence 
in  parliament,  itwould  beextremely 
unbecoming  of  us  to  vote,  with¬ 
out  manifeil  reafons,  great  fums 
out  of  the  property  of  your  ma- 
jefty’s  fubjefts,  which  are  fuppofed 
co  be  applied  to  our  private  emolu¬ 
ment.  It  is  our  duty  to  attend  to 
the  reputation  of  parliament,  and 
we  beo-  leave  to  reprefent  to  your 
majefty,  that  a  further  increafe  of 
the  prefent  overgrown  influence  of 
the  crown  would  be  a  treacherous 
gift  from  parliament,  even  to  the 
crown  itlelf ;  as  it  will  enable  the 
minifiers  to  carry  on  thofe  delufive 
fyflems  which  have  been  fatally 
adopted,  and  which,  if  purfued, 
muft  lead  to  the  ruin,  as  they  have 
already  produced  the  diftradtion,  of 
this  once  great  empire.” 
Abingdon,  Effingham, 
Abergavenny,  Portland, 

Archer,  Richmond, 

King,  Rockingham, 

Thanet,  Fitzvvilliam, 

Torrington,  Devonfhire, 

Stamford,  Manckefter. 


The  Speech  made  by  the  Speaker  of  the 
Houje  of  Commons  to  his  Majefy 
in  the  Huufe  of  Peers>  on  the  -jth 
Day  of  May,  upon  prefent ing  the 
Bill  for  fettling  an  additional  Re¬ 
venue  of  ioo,oool.  per  ann.  upon 
his  Majefy ,  for  the  Services  of  the 
Civil  Lijl. 

Moft  gracious  Sovereign, 

r“|~AHE  bill,  which  it  is  now  my 
£  duty  to  prefent  to  your  ma¬ 
jefty,  is  entitled,  ‘  An  adi  for  the 
better  fupport  of  his  majefty’s 
houfehold,  and  of  the  honour  and 
dignity  of  the  crOwn  of  Great-Bri- 
t2in;’  to  which  your  commons 
humbly  beg  your  royal  affient. 

By  this  bill,  Sir,  and  the  re~ 
fpedtful  circumftances  which  pre¬ 
ceded  and  accompanied  it,  your 
commons  have  given  the  fulleft  and 
cleared  proof  of  their  zeal  and 
affedlion  for  your  majefty  ;  for,  in 
a  time  of  public  diitrefs,  full  of 
difficulty  and  danger,  their  confti- 
tuents  labouring  under  burthens 
almoft  too  heavy  to  be  borne,  your 
faithful  commons  pollponed  alf 
other  bufmefs;  and,  with  as  muck 
difpatch  as  the  nature  of  their  pro¬ 
ceedings  would  admit,  have  not 
only  granted  to  your  majefty  a  large 
prefent  fupply,  but  alfo  a  very 
great  additional  revenue  ;  great, 
beyond  example;  great,  beyond 
your  majelty’s  higheft  expence. 

But  all  this,  Sir,  they  have  done 
in  a  well-grounded  confidence, 
that  you  will  apply  wifely  what 
they  have  granted  liberally  ;  and 
feeling,  what  every  good  fubject 
muft  feel  with  the  greateft  fatisfac- 
tion,  that,  under  the  direflion  of 
your  majefty’s  wifdom,  the  afflu¬ 
ence  and  grandeur  of  the  fovereign 

will 


/ 


2S4]  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1777. 


will  refled  dignity  and  honour  upon 
his  people. 


*fhe  Speech  made  by  the  Speaker  of 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  to  his  Ma~ 
jefy,  on  the  6th  Day  of  June, 
previous  to  the  Prorogation  of  Par¬ 
liament. 

Moll  gracious  Sovereign, 

OUR  majeity’s  loyal  com¬ 
mons  have  pa/Ted  five  money- 
bills  for  the  fervice  of  the  current 
year.  The  firfi,  a  bill  for  ena¬ 
bling  your  majefly  to  defray  the 
extra  expences  of  the  American 
war,  and  to  make  good  the  defi¬ 
ciency  of  the  gold  coin  ;  the  fe- 
cond,  for  raifing  five  millions  by 
annuities,  and  for  eftablifhing  a 
lottery  ;  another,  for  laying  a  tax 
upon  fervants;  another,  for  laying 
a  tax  upon  au&ions,  and  upon 
fales  of  eftates,  leafes,  and  goods, 
by  audtion ;  and  another,  for  grant¬ 
ing  to  your  majefty  a  certain  fum 
out  of  the  finking  fund,  and  for 
appropriating  the  feveral  fums, 
granted  in  this  fefiion,  to  ufes 
therein  provided  ;  to  which  your 
faithful  commons.  Sir,  humbly 
defire  your  affent.  Your  commons. 
Sir,  in'  the  courfe  of  the  prefent 
fefiion,  have  applied  themfelves, 
with  all  poffible  diligence,  to  pub¬ 
lic  buiinefs  5  and  have  done  all  in 
their  power  to  procure  the  eafe, 
happinefs,  and  profperity  of  your 
fubjeds ;  and  have  granted  the 
moil;  ample  fupplies.  They  have 
ftrengthened  the  hands  of  govern¬ 
ment,  and  have  done  all  in  their 
power  to  promote  a  fpeedy  and  ef¬ 
fectual  reconciliation  with  Ame¬ 
rica.  They  are  fully  confcious 
how  neceffary  it  is,  that  the  trou¬ 
bles  in  America  Ihould  be  amica¬ 


bly  ie t tied  ;  and  that  the  legiflative 
authority  of  this  country  fhould  be 
eftablifhed  and  maintained  over  all 
your  majefiy’s  dominions.  Your 
faithful  commons,  firmly  relying 
on  your  majefiy’s  wifdom,  and  true 
regard  to  the  intereft  of  ail  your 
fubjedts,  have  ftrengthened  your 
hands  in  the  fulleft  manner;  and 
have  every  right  to  expect,  that 
your  majefty’s  fubjedts  in  America 
will  return  to  a  proper  fenfe  of  their 
duty;  and  that  diforder  and  rebel¬ 
lion  will  give  place  to  peace  and 
reconciliation. 


His  Majeffs  mojl  gracious  Speech  to 
both  Houfes  of  Parliament ,  on  the 
6th  of  June,  1777. 

1 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

^TpHE  conclufion  of  the  pub- 
jf_  lie  bufinefs,  and  the  confi- 
deration  of  the  inconvenience 
which,  I  fear,  you  mull  have  Of¬ 
fered  by  fo  long  an  attendance, 
call  upon  me  to  put  an  end  to  this 
fefiion  of  parliament  ;  but  I  cannot 
let  you  go  into  your  feveral  coun¬ 
ties,  without  exprefilng  my  entire 
approbation  of  your  condudt,  and 
without  thanking  you  for  the  un- 
queftionable  proofs  you  have  given 
to  me,  and  to  all  the  world,  of 
the  continuance  of  your  attachment 
to  my  perfon  and  government ;  of 
your  clear  difeernment  of  the  true 
interefls  of  your  country;  and  of 
your  fleady  perfeverance  in  main¬ 
taining  the  rights  of  the  legiila- 
ture. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Hoafe  of 
Commons, 

I  cannot  fufficiently  thank  you 
for  the  zeal  and  public  fpirit,  with 
which  you  have  granted  the  large 

and 
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and  extraordinary  fupplies,  which 
I  have  found  myfelf  under  the  ne- 
ctflity  of  aflcing  of  my  faithful  com¬ 
mons,  for  the  fervice  of  the  current 
year  ;  and  I  mull,  at  the  fame 
time,  acknowledge  the  particular 
marks  of  your  affection  to  me,  as 
well  in  enabling  me  to  d’lfcharge 
the  debts  contracted  on  account  of 
my  civil  government,  as  in  making 
lo  confiderable  an  augmentation  to 
the  civil  lilt  revenue,  during  rny 
life. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

I  truft  in  the  Divine  Providence, 
that,  by  a  well-concerted  and  vi¬ 
gorous  exertion  of  the  great  force 
you  have  put  into  my  hands,  the 
operations  of  this  campaign,  by 
fea  and  land,  will  be  bleffed  with 
fuch  fuccefs,  as  may  moil  effectu¬ 
ally  tend  to  the  fuppreffion  of  the 
rebellion  in  America,  and  to  the 
re-ellablifhment  of  that  conftitu- 
tional  obedience  which  all  the 
fubjects  of  a  free  ftate  owe  to  the 
authority  of  law. 

Then  the  lord  chancellor,  by  his 
majefty’s  command,  Laid  : 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

It  is  his  majefty’s  royal  will  and 
pie  a  fare,  that  this  parliament  be 
prorogued  to  Monday,  the  21ft 
day  of  July  next,  to  be  then  here 
holden  ;  and  this  parliament  is 
accordingly  prorogued  to  Monday, 
the  21  ft  day  of  July  next. 


Dublin ,  Q8.  14,  I777. 
fhe  Speech  of  his  Excellency  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  c/'Irelatid,  to  both 
Jrloufes  of  Parliament . 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

IS  majefty  has  been  gracl- 
oufly  pleafed  to  honour  me 
with  a  moll  diftinguifhed  mark  of 


his  confidence  in  appointing  me  to 
the  government  of  Ireland  :  with 
eafe  he  might  have  found  an  abler 
minifter  ;  with  difficulty  ore  more 
anxioufly  folicitous  to  juftify  his 
choice  in  meriting  your  approba¬ 
tion. 

Influenced  by  that  benevolent 
fpirit  which  may  iuftly  command 
the  affections  of  all  his  fubjeCts,  his 
inllruCtions  to  me  are  to  co- operate 
with  his  parliament  in  every  mea¬ 
sure  which  can  promote  the  im¬ 
provement,  in  Cure  the  happinefs, 
and  cherifh.  the  true  interefts,  of 
this  kingdom. 

The  increafe  of  his  majefty’s 
royal  family,  by  the  birth  of  a 
princefs,  cannot  but  be  confidered 
as  a  moft  pleating  and  interefting 
event. 

with  very  particular  fatisfadion 
I  hear  of  the  confiderable  prpgrefs 
which  agriculture  is  daily  making: 
and  that  the  great  fource  of  the 
profperity  of  this  country,  the  linen 
manufacture,  continues  to  flouriftu 
No  objeCts  can  more  juftly  claim 
your  conlidcration. 

The  educating  the  diffreffed 
children  of  the  nation  in  found 
principles,  and  the  early  training 
them  to  habits  of  ufeful  labour,  is 
of  fuch  importance,  that  I  mull 
not  omit  recommending  the  pro- 
teftant  charter-fchools  to  your  pro¬ 
tection. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of 

Commons, 

That  you  may  be  perfectly  ap¬ 
prized  of  the  true  ftate  of  your  af¬ 
fairs,  I  have  directed  the  proper 
officers  to  lay  the  national  accounts 
before  you  ;  thoroughly  confident, 
that  your  wifdom,  your  zeal  for 
the  honour  of  his  majefty’s  govern¬ 
ment,  and  your  attachment  to  the 

effential 


/ 


2861  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1777. 


eiTential  welfare  of  this  kingdom, 
will  induce  you  to  make  fuch  a 
provifion  as  may  be  fuitable  to  the 
prefen t  circum fiances  of  your  coun¬ 
try,  and  the  exigencies  of  the  pub¬ 
lic  fervice. 

y  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

I  decline  making  any  profeffions 
relative  to  my  future  conduct:  it 
is  by  the  tenor  of  niy  actions  that 
the  character  of  my  admin  iff  ration 
Bind  be  determined. 


Dublin  Cajlle ,  Obi.  16.  'J  he 
houfes  of  lords  and  commons  hav¬ 
ing  rei'olved  upon  humble  addreffes 
to  his  majefty,  the  fame,  together 
with  add  reifies  from  both  houfes  to 
the  lord  lieutenant,  were  this  day 
presented  to  his  excellency  ;  and, 
with  his  excellency’s  anfwers,  are 
as  follow : 

To  the  King’s  Mojl  Excellent  Majejly . 

’The  humble  Ad 'dr ejs  of  the.  Lords  Spi¬ 
ritual  and  ETemp oral  in  Parliament 
of e  mb  led. 

Moil  gracious  Sovereign, 

71  7  E,  your  majefty’s  moil  du- 
^  tiful  and  loyal  fubjefts,  the 
lords  fpiritual  and  temporal  in  par¬ 
liament  affembled,  beg  leave  to 
approach  your  majefty  with  the 
mod  dutiful  apcf  fincere  profefilons 
of  our  unalterable  loyalty  and  lirm 
attachment  to  your  majefty’s  per¬ 
son,  family,  and  government. 

We  cannot  but  acknowledge  the 
*nany  and  great  blefiings  which  we 
have  enjoyed  during  your  aufpici- 
pus  reign,  and  molt  humbly  allure 
your  majeily,  that,  animated  as 
we  are  with  the  warmed  fentiments 
of  duty  and  gratitude,  we  fh all 
ever  be  ready  to  faevv  our  thank- 


fulnefs  to  your  majefty,  by  our 
zealous  endeavours  to  fupport  the 
honour  and  dignity  of  your  crown, 
and  to  render  your  majefty’s  go¬ 
vernment  happy  and  prosperous  to 
yourfelf  and  your  people. 

We  cannot  but  exprefs  to  your 
majefty  the  juft  fenle  we  have  of 
your  majefty’s  tender  and  paternal 
regard,  in  having  been  gracioufly 
pleafed  to  commit  the  government 
of  this  kingdom  to  his  Excellency 
John  Earf  of  Buekinghamfhire, 
who,  in  addition  to  his  deicent 
from  anceftors  eminent  for  their 
knowledge  of  and  attachment  to 
the  laws  and  conftitution  of  their 
country,  hath  thofe  tried  and  ap¬ 
proved  abilities  which  afford  us  the 
plealing  profpedt  that  his  admini- 
ftration  will  be  produ&ive  of  the 
molt  folid  advantages  to  this  king¬ 
dom. 

We  beg  leave  to  return  our  moil 
grateful  thanks  to  your  majefty,  for 
having  been  gracioufly  pleafed  to 
give  inftructions  to  his  excellency 
the  lord- lieutenant  to  co-operate 
with  your  parliament  in  every 
meafure  which  can  promote  the 
improvement,  infure  the  happinefs, 
and  cherifh  the  true  interefts,  of 
this  kingdom. 

The  addition  made  to  your  ma¬ 
jelly’s  domeftick  happinefs  by  the 
birth  of  another  princefs,  affords  us 
the  higheft  pleafure  and  fatisfac- 
tion,  as  it  adds  ftrengch  to  our 
hopes  that  there  never  will  be 
wanting  one  defcended  from  vour 

O  _  J 

majefty  to  tranimit  the  blefiings  we  - 
enjoy  to  the  Iateft  pofterity. 

We  have  the  ftrono-eft  fenfe  of 

to 

the  importance  of  thofe  great  ob¬ 
jects  recommended  to  us  from  the 
throne  ;  the  increafe  of  agriculture, 
the  prolperity  of  the  linen  manu¬ 
facture,  and  the,  educating,  of  the 

diltreffed 
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diftreffed  children  of  the  nation  in 
found  principles,  and  training  of 
them  to  habits  of  induftry  :  and 
we  beg  leave  to  affure  your  raa- 
jefty,  that,  it  conlideration  of 
thofe  great  objects,  and  all  others 
that  may  come  before  us,  we  will 
proceed  with  that  attention  and  di¬ 
ligence  which  may  bell:  conduce  to 
the  true  intereft  of  this  kingdom, 
and  evince  our  ardent  defire  to  pre- 
ferve  and  obtain  your  majefty’s  fa¬ 
vourable  countenance  and  approba¬ 
tion. 

W.  Watts Gayer}  t  cler,Par]iament. 
Jtdzv.  G  ayer,  $ 

T 0  the  King's  Mo  ft  Excellent  Majefty . 

fChe  humble  AddreJ's  of  the  Knight  s> 
Citizens ,  and  Burgeftes  in  Parlia¬ 
ment  aftfembled. 

Mott  gracious  Sovereign, 

7 E,  your  majefty’s  moft  du- 
V  V  tiful  and  loyal  fubjedts,  the 
commons  of  Ireland  in  parliament 
affembled,  humbly  beg  leave  to 
affure  your  majefty,  that  we  have, 
from  the  fulleit  experience,  the 
melt  grateful  fenfe  of  that  be¬ 
nevolent  fpirit  which  confiantly 
governs  your  royal  breaft,  and 
pughr  to  command  the  aftedltons  of 
all  your  fubjedts. 

Your  majelty’s  gracious  inftruc- 
tions  to  his  excellency  the  lord 
lieutenant,  to  co-operate  with  the 
parliament  in  every  meafure  that 
can  promote  the  improvement,  in- 
fere  the  happinefs,  and  cherifh  the 
true  intereib,  of  this  kingdom,  are 
frefh  inftances  of  your  majefty’s  pa¬ 
ternal  care  of  your  people,  and 
claim  our  warmeft  acknowledge- 
ments. 

With  the  utmoft  fincerity  we  pre- 
fent  oar  humble  congratulations  to 
a 


your  majefty  on  the  happy  increafe 
of  your  royal  family  by  the  birth  of 
a  princels  ;  not  only  rejoicing  in 
that  moft  pieafing  event,  as  inte- 
refting  to  your  majefty’s  domeftic 
happinefs,  butjuftly  coniidqring  it 
as  adding  ilill  further  ftrength  to 
your  royal  houfe,  and  to  that  fuc- 
ceffion  on  which  the  fecurity  of  our 
religion  and  liberties  lo  effentially 
depend. 

We  are  deeply  fenfible  of  your 
majefty’s  goodnefs  in  the  protec¬ 
tion  you  have  been  gracioufty 
pleafed  to  give  to  the  agriculture 
of  this  kingdom,  which  cannot  but 
engage  the  attention  of  all  who 
wifh  to  fee  their  country  floorifh  in 
the  great  articles  of  population, 
induftry,  and  plenty. 

Impreffed  with  the  warmeft  fenfe 
of  the  goodnefs  with  which  thofe 
great  obje&s  of  our  national  pro¬ 
sperity,  the  linen  manufa&ure  and 
the  Proteftant  Charter  Schools,  have 
been  recommended  to  us  from  the 
throne,  we  will  not  omit  to  take 
them  into  our  moft  ferious  conli¬ 
deration  ;  the  one  being  juftly  to 
be  regarded  as  the  moft  certain 

O 

fource  of  wealth,  and  the  other  the 
moft  effe&ual  means  of  reclaiming 
numbers  of  the  people  from  lloth, 
ignorance  and  vice. 

Animated  no  lefs  by  our  attach¬ 
ment  to  the  effential  welfare  of  this 
kingdom,  than  by  our  zeal  for  the 
honour  of  your  majefty’s  govern¬ 
ment,  we  will  moft  chearfully 
make  fuch  a  provifion  for  the  exi¬ 
gencies  of  the  public  fervice,  as 
may  be  fuitable  to  the  prefent  cir- 
cumftances  of  our  country. 

We  cannot  do  juftice  to  the 
hopes  we  entertain  of  public  fans- 
fadtion  and  happinefs  in  the  ad~ 
miniftration  of  the  Earl  of  Buck- 
in  eh  am  (hire,  without  molt  thank¬ 
fully 
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fully  acknowledging  your  majedy’s 
goodnefs  in  placing  us  under  the 
government  of  a  nobleman,  wbuie 
abilities  and  integrity  have  been 
already  fo  amply  proved  in  a  Na¬ 
tion  of  didinguifhed  confidence  and 
importance,  and  who,  we  are  fully 
allured,  will  not  fail,  upon  every 
©ccafion,  to  exert  himfelf  to  the 
utmoli,  in  fulfilling  your  majedy’s 
moll  gracious  intentions  for  the 
benefit  and  profperity  of  the  people 
committed  to  his  care. 

H.  Aleck,  l  C1(;r_  Dom_  Com> 

*To  bis  Excellency  John  Earl  of Buck- 
inghamfhire,  Lord  Lieutenant  Ge¬ 
neral  and  General  Governor  of 
Ireland, 

9  ■ 

The  humble  Addrefs  of  the  Loras 
Spiritual  and  (I  emporal  in  Parlia¬ 
ment  ajj'embled , 

May  it  pleafe  your  Excellency, 

E»  his  majedy’s  moll  duti¬ 
ful  and  loyal!  fubjedts,  the 
lords  fpiritual  and  temporal,  in 
parliament  affembled,  return  your 
excellency  our  moil  fincere  thanks 
for  your  fpeech  from  the  throne  to 
both  houfes  of  parliament. 

We  beg  leave  to  congratulate 
your  excellency  upon  your  appoint¬ 
ment  to  the  government  of  this 
kingdom.  His  raajedy,  ever  in¬ 
fluenced  by  that  benevolent  fpirit 
which  mull  judly  command  the 
affedlions  of  all  his  people,  could 
not  have  given  us  a  more  diftin- 
guifhed  mark  of  his  regard,  than 
by  placing  at  the  head  of  this 
kingdom  a  nobleman  eminent  for 
Ms  abilities  and  experience  in  pub¬ 
lic  affairs,  and  descended  from  an¬ 
chors  illulbrious  for  their  know** 


ledge  of  the  laws,  and  their  at¬ 
tachment  to  the  conliitution.  And1 1 
we  fhail  moll  chearfully  co*operate 
with  your  excellency  in  every  mea-  i 
fure  which  can  promote  the  im-  : 
provement,  infure  the  happinefs,  ! 
and  cheiifh  the  true  interefls,  of  ; 
this  kingdom  ;  fatisfied,  that  the  i 
profperity  of  his  people  is  the  great  i 
object  of  his  majedy’s  wifhes,  and 
of  your  excellency’s  adminiflratlon. 

We  rejoice  with  your  excellency 
on  the  increafe  of  his  majedy’s 
royal  family,  by  the  birth  of  ano-  ; 
ther  princefs  ;  as  every  fuch  event 
gives  us  an  additional  fecurity  to 
our  religion,  laws,  and  liberty. 

We  cannot  fufficiently  acknow¬ 
ledge  our  gratitude  to  your  excel¬ 
lency  for  the  kind  fatisfadtion  you 
exprefs  on  the  improving  date  of 
agriculture,  and  of  the  linen  ma¬ 
nufactory  in  this  country  ;  objedts 
of  the  highed  confideradcn  to  us, 
and  of  which  we  diall  exert  our  ut- 
mod  efforts  to  promote  and  extend 
the  progrefs. 

The  Charter  Schools,  fo  drongly 
recommended  to  us  by  your  excel¬ 
lency,  will  ever  be  a  principal  ob- 
jedt  of  our  care  ;  fully  fenfible  of 
the  importance  of  educating  the 
didreffed  children  of  this  nation  in 
found  principles,  and  the  early 
training  them  to  habits  of  indudry. 

Thoroughly  convinced  of  your 
excellency’s  good  wifhes  and  inten¬ 
tions  for  the  fer vice  and  profperity 
of  this  country,  we  entertain  the 
fulled  and  mod  pleafing  confidence, 
that  your  excellency  will  have  the 
fatisfadiion  of  finding  your  admini- 
dration  equally  beneficial  to  us, 
and  eafy  and  honourable  to  your- 
felf. 

W.IVatts  Gayer, ?cl  pari:ament 
Edvj.  Gayer ,  S 

Bis 
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His  Excellency' $  Anfuier. 

<f  My  Lord?, 

f<  Your  lord fh i ps  will  accept  of 
et  my  bell;  thanks  for  this  moll 
€C  obliging  addrefs.  It  will  ever 
tc  be  my  ambition  to  cultivate  the 
“  favourable  fentiments  which  you 
have  conceived  of  me,  by  an 
ft  invariable  attention  to  the  wel- 
“  fare  of  this  kingdom.” 

f o  his  Excellency  John  Earl  of  Buck- 
in  ghamfhire.  Lord  Lieutenant 
General ,  and  General  Governor , 
of  Ireland. 

\ The  humble  Addrefs  of  the  Knights , 
Citizens ,  and  Burgejfest  in  Par¬ 
liament  affembled. 

May  it  pleafe  your  Excellency, 

E,  his  majedy’s  mod  duti¬ 
ful  and  loyal  fubjedts,  the 
commons  of  Ireland  in  parliament 
alfembled,  beg  leave  to  return  to 
your  excellency  our  fincere  thanks 
for  your  mod  excellent  fpeech  from 
the  throne. 

Impreffed  at  all  times  with  the 
deeped  fenfe  of  his  majedy’s  pa¬ 
ternal  regard  to  the  welfare  of  his 
fubjedts,  we  fee  it  particularly  in- 
danced  in  his  appointing  a  chief 
governor  of  this  kingdom,  whofe 
approved  integrity,  and  whofe  cul¬ 
tivated  talents  are  ornaments  to 
the  dation  which  he  fills  ;  and 
whofe  defcent  from  ancedors  emi¬ 
nent  for  their  learning  in  the  laws, 
and  their  zeal  for  the  prefervation 
of  our  conditution,  prefage  prof- 
perity  to  the  country  over  which 
he  is  to  predde. 

We  obferve  with  pleafure  your 
excellency’s  early  attention  to  the 
improvement  of  agriculture,  and 
the  flourifhing  date  of  the  linen 
manufadture  ;  we  fhall  not  fail  on 
'  Yol.  XX, 
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our  part  to  pay  them  that  regard, 
which  matters  of  fuch  great  im¬ 
portance  deferve. 

As  the  educating  the  infant  poor 
in  the  protedant  religion,  and  the 
training  them  in  habits  of  indudry, 
are  objedts  of  humanity  as  well  as 
of  policy,  we  are  doubly  bound  to 
afford  protedlion  to  the  charter 
fchools  of  this  kingdom. 

We  fhall  accurately  confider  the 
date  of  the  public  accounts,  and 
chearfully  make  fuch  a  provifion 
as  may  be  fuitable  to  the  cxrcum- 
dances  of  this  country,  and  the 
exigencies  of  the  public  fervice. 

We  found  our  hopes  of  your 
excellency’s  adminidration,  upon 
better  omens  than  thofe  of  mere 
affurances ;  and  we  are  happy  in 
having  a  chief  governor,  who 
chufes  rather  to  red  his  charadter 
upon  his  condudt  than  upon  his 
profeffions. 

H.Jlcock,  7  C|er_  Don)_  Com- 
0.  Larevo,  3 

His  Excellency's  An fwer . 

((  My  warmedacknowledgments 
“  are  due  to  the  houfe  of  commons 
“  for  their  mod  pleafing  and  af- 
f<  fedtionate  addrefs.  Their  good 
“  opinion  will  ever  be  my  favou- 
f<  rite  objedt.  I  flatter  myfelf  to 
merit  the  continuance  of  it,  by 
equally,  from  duty  and  incli- 
nation,  fulfilling  his  majefly’s 
“  commands  in  promoting  the 
<f  profperity  of  Ireland.” 


Hr  an  fat  ion  of  a  Memorial  prefented 
by  Sir  Jofeph  Yorke  to  the  States^ 
General ,  on  the  21 f  °f  February 
1777. 

SINCE  the  commencement  of 
the  unnatural  rebellion,  which 

[T] 
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has  broke  out  in  the  Englifh  colo¬ 
nies  again  ft  the  legal  con  fti  tui¬ 
tion  of  the  mother  country,  the 
tmderfigned  ambafiador  extra¬ 
ordinary  and  plenipotentiary  of 
the  King  of  Great  Britain,  has 
had  frequent  occafions  to  addrefs 
himfelf  to  your  high  mightineifes, 
in  the  name  of  his  mailer,  to  en¬ 
gage  them  by  all  motives  of  nati¬ 
onal  interest,  of  good  neighbour¬ 
hood,  of  friendfhip,  and  finally  of 
treaties,  to  put  a  ft  op  to  the  clan- 
deftine  commerce  which  o  carried 
on  between  their  fubj.eds  and  the 
rebels.  If  the  rneafures  which 
your  high  mightineffeshave  thought 
proper  co  take  had  been  as  effica¬ 
cious  as  your  afturances  have  been 
amicable,  the  underfigned  would 
mot  novv  have  been  under  the  dis¬ 
agreeable  neceifuy  of  bringing  to 
the  cognizance  of  your  high  migh- 
tineffes,  fads  of  the  moil  ferious 
nature. 

The  king  hath  hitherto  borne, 
with  unexampled  patience,  the  ir¬ 
regular  condud  of  your  fubjeds 
in  their  in terefted  commerce  at  St. 
Euftatia,  as  alfo  in  America.  His 
majefty  has  always  flattered  him¬ 
felf,  that,  in  giving  time  to  your 
high  mightineiTes  to  examine  to 
the  bottom  this  condud,  fo  ir¬ 
regular  and  fo  infufterabie,  they 
would  have  taken  rneafures  necef- 
fary  to  reprefs  the  abufe,  to  re¬ 
ft  rain  their  fubjeds  vyithin  bounds, 
and  to  make  them  reftped  the 
.lights  and  friendftiip  of  Great 
Britain. 

The'  complaints  which  I  haye 
orders  to  make  to  their  high  migh- 
tinelfes,  are  founded  upon  authen¬ 
tic  documents  annexed  to  this  me¬ 
morial,  where  their  high  mighti- 
jieffes  will  fee  with  aftonifhment, 
z 


and  f  doubt  not  at  the  fame  time 
with  difpleafure,  that  their  new 
governor,  Mr.  Van  Graaf,  after 
having  permitted  an  illicit  com¬ 
merce  at  St.  Euftatia,  hath  pair¬ 
ed  his  ftorgetfulnefs  of  his  duty  to 
the  point  of  conniving  at  the  Ame¬ 
ricans  in  their  hoftile  equipments, 
and  the  permitting  the  feizure  of 
an  Englifh  vefftel,  by  an  Ameri¬ 
can  pirate,  within  cannon-fhot  of 
that  ifland.  And,  in  aggravation, 
to  the  affront  given  t-o  the  Englifh 
nation,  and  to  all  the  powers  of 
Europe,  to  return  from  the  fortrefs 
of  his.government  the  falute  of  a 
rebel  flag.  In  return  to  the  ami¬ 
cable  reprefen tatio&s  made  by  the 
prelidentof  the  neighbouring  ifland 
of  St.  Chriftopher,  on  th.efe  fads 
of  notoriety,  M.  Van  Graaf  has 
anfwered  in  a  manner  the  moft 
vague  and  unfatisfadory,  refuftng 
to  enter  at  all  into  the  fubjed, 
or  into  an  explanation  of  the 
matter  with  a  member  of  his  ma~ 
jefty’s  council  of  St.  Chrlfto- 
pher’s,  difpatched  by  the  prefi- 
dent  for  that  purpofe  to  St.  Eu¬ 
ftatia. 

After  exhibiting  the  documents 
annexed,  nothing  remains  with  me 
but  to  add,  that  the  king  who  had 
read  them,  not  with  lefts  furprize 
than  indignation,  hath  ordered  me 
to  exprefsiy  demand  of  your  high, 
mightmefftes,  a  formal  difavowai 
of  the  falute  by  Fort  Orange,  at 
St,  Euftatia,  to  the  rebel  fhip,  theft 
diftmiftion  and  immediate  recall 
of  Governor  Van  Graaf,  and  to 
declare  further,  on  the  part  of  his 
majefty,  that  until  that  fatisfadiou 
is  given,  they  are  not  to  exped 
that  his  majefty  will  fuffter  him¬ 
felf  to  be  amufed  by  mere  aiftur- 
ances,  or  that  he  will  delay  one 
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inftant  to  take  fuch  meafures  as 
he  fhall  think  due  to  the  inceneds 
and  dignity  of  his  crown. 

(Signed)  Jos.  Yorke. 
Given  at  the  Hague,  Feb.  2 1 ,  1777. 

Memorial  delivered  by  Order  of  the 
States  General ,  to  the  Court  of 
Great  Britain,,  in  anjn.ver  to  the 
above  Memorial ,  by  the  Envoy 
extraordinary  and  Plenipotentiary 
of  their  High  Mightinef  'es . 

SIRE, 

IT  is  with  the  mod  profound 
refped,  that  the  under- figned  en¬ 
voy  extraordinary  and  plenipoten¬ 
tiary  of  their  high  mightineffes, 
in  confeq uence  of  the  orders  which 
he  hath  received,  hath  the  honour 
to  reprefen t  to  your  majefty,  that 
the  memorial  which  your  ambaffa- 
dor  hath  prefented  to  their  high 
mightineffes  on  the  21ft  of  lad 
month,  has  touched  them  very 
fenfibly  ;  that  they  dnd,  themfelves 
obliged  to  make  complaint  of  the 
reproaches  which  are  contained  in 
it,  as  if  their  high  mightineffes 
were  to  be  fufpe&ed  of  a  will  and 
intention  of  amufing  your  majeffy 
by  amicable  aiTuranees,  which  they 
have  falhiied  by  their  afls  ;  alfoof 
the  menacing  tone  which  reigns 
in  that  memorial,  and  appears  to 
their  high  mightinelfes  too  highly 
drained,  beyond  that  which  is  the 
accorded  and  accuftomed  manner, 
and  that  ought  to  take  place  be¬ 
tween  two  fovereign  and  indepen¬ 
dent  powers,  and  efpecially  be¬ 
tween  two  neighbouring  powers, 
which  have  been,  of  fo  many  years 
continuance,  united  by  the  ties  of 
good  harmony  and  mutual  friend- 
fhip. 

Their  high  mightineffes  trufl 
that  on  all  occafions,  and  parti- 
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cularly  in  refpedl  to  the  unfortu¬ 
nate  troubles  of  your  majefty’s  co¬ 
lonies  in  America,  they  have  held 
a  conduct  towards  your  rnajefiy, 
which  has  been  expe&ed  from  a 
good  neighbour,  and  a  friendly 
and  affectionate  power. 

Their  high  mightineffes,  Sire, 
hold  your  rnajedy’s  friendfhip  in 
the  higheft  eftimation,  and  wifa 
to-  do  every  thing  in  their  power 
(as  far  as  the  honour  and  dignity 
of  their  date  will  permit  them  to 
go)  to  cultivate  it  dill  more  and 
more;  but  they  cannot  at  the  fame 
time  fo  far  redrain  themfelves,  as 
to  difguife  the  very  poignant  fen- 
fapon,  with  which  that  memorial 
hath  irnpreffed  them. 

It  is  alone  from  the  motive  of 
demondratmg  to  your  majedy  every 
podible  regard,  and  to  prove  that 
their  high  mightineffes  will  not 
negledt  any  thing  which  may  ferve 
to  invedigate  properly  the  truth  of 
the  faCts,  from  whence  the  com¬ 
plaints  made  to  them  feem  to  have 
arifen,  that  they  have  refolved  to 
inditute  an  enquiry  in  a  manner 
the  mod  fummary,  and  cut  off  all 
trainings  of  delay. 

To  this  end  their  high  mighti- 
neffes,  pafting  by  the  ordinary  and 
ufual  form  in  like  cafes,  requiring 
a  report  in  writing  from  their  of¬ 
ficers  and  others  employed  in  their 
colonies,  have  already  difpatched 
their  orders  to  the  commandant 
of  St,  Eudatia,  to  render  himfelf 
within  the  republic  without  delay, 
and,  as  foon  as  podible,  to  give 
the  neceffary  information  of  all 
that  has  paffed  within  the  iiland 
of  St.  Eudatia,  and  that  which 
hath  come  to  his  knowledge  rela¬ 
tive  to  the  American  colonies  and 
their  veflels,  during  the  period  of 
his  command,  and  to  lay  his  con- 
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dudl,  touching  this  matter,  before 
the  eyes  of  their  high  might! 
tjeiTes. 

The  under- ftgned  is  charged  by 
liis  orders  to  bring  the  information 
of  this  refolutioii  to  your  majedy, 
as  alfo  that  their  high  mightineiTes 
make  no  difficulty  of  difavowing. 
In  the  moft  exprefs  manner,  every 
adt  or  mark  of  honour  which  may 
have  been  given  by  their  officers, 
pr  by  any  of  their  fervants,  to  the 
vefleis  of  your  majefty’s  colonies  of 
Korth-America,  or  that  they  may 
give  hereafter,  fo  far  as  thofe  adts 
or  marks  of  honour  may  be  of  fuch 
a  nature,  as  that  any  can  con¬ 
clude  from  them  that  it  is  intended 
thereby,  in  the  lead  degree,  to  re¬ 
cognize  the  independence  of  thofe 
colonies. 

The  under-ftgned  is  alfo  further 
charged  to  inform  your  majefty, 
that  their  high  mightineiTes  have, 
in  confequenCe,  given  their  or¬ 
ders  to  their  governors  and  coun¬ 
cils  in  the  Wed- Indies,  and  have 
enjoined  them  afrefti,  in  the 
ftrongeft  terms,  to  obferve  exadljy 
the  placards  and  orders  againft  the 
exportation  of  military  ftores  to  the 
American  colonies  of  your  majefty, 
and  to  fee  tnem  executed  moll  ri¬ 
gor  cully. 

(Signed)  Welderen. 

Dated  London,  March  26,  1 777. 


A  Circular  Letter  of  Lord  Howe, 
to  the  Governors  of  the  American 
Provinces. 

Sogle,  off  the  Coaft  of  the  Province  of  M.af 
factoufetC s-hay,  Junezo ,  1776. 

SIR, 

IDLING  appointed  commandef 

1  in  chief  of  the  {hips  and  vef- 

fpls  of  his  majefty’s  heel  employed 

6  '  (> 
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in  North  America,  and  having  the 
honour  to  be  by  his  majelly  ccn- 
ftituted  one  of  his  com  million ers 
for  rcftoring  peace  to  his  colo¬ 
nies,  and  for  granting  pardons  to 
fuch  of  his  fubjedts  therein,  as 
ill  all  be  duly  follicitous  to  benefit 
by  that  effedt  ot  his  gracious  indul¬ 
gence  ;  I  take  the  earlieft  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  inform  you  of  my  ar¬ 
rival  on  the  American  coaft,  where 
my  firfl  objedt  will  be  an  early 
meeting  with  General  Howe,  whom 
his  majefty  hath  been  pleafed  to 
join  with  me  in  the  faid  com- 
million. 

In  the  mean  time,  I  have  judged 
it  expedient  to  iffue  the  inclofed 
declaration,  in  order  that  all  per- 
fons  may  have  immediate  informa¬ 
tion  of  his  majefty’s  moft  gracious 
intentions :  and  1  defire  you  will 
be  pleafed  forthwith  to  caufe  the 
faid  declaration  to  be  promulgat¬ 
ed,  in  fuch  manner,  and  in  luck 
places  within  the  province  of 

as  will  render  the  fame  of  the 
ill  oft  public  notoriety. 

Allured  of  being  favoured  with, 
your  affiftance  in  every  meafure  for 
the  fpeedy  and  efFedtual  reiteration 
of  the  public  tranquillity,  I  am  to 
requeli  you  will  communicate,  from 
time  to  time,  inch  information  as 
you  may  think  will'  facilitate  the 
attainment  of  that  important  ob¬ 
jedt  in  the  province  over  which  yoi| 
prefide.  I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
with  .great  refpedl  and  conlidera- 
tion.  Sir,  your  moft  obedient  hum¬ 
ble  fervant,  Howe. 

pirjl  Declaration . 

By  Richard  Vifcount  Howe,  of 
the  Kingdom  of  Ireland,  one 
of  the  King’s  Commiffibners 
for  reftoring  Peace  to  his  Ma- 

jeftyis 
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jelly’s  colonies  and  planta¬ 
tions  in  North  America,  &c. 

Declaration. 
WHEREAS  by  an  a 61  palled 
in  the  lall  feffion  of  parliament,  to 
prohibit  all  trade  and  intercourfe 
with  the  colonies  of  New  Hamp- 
fhire,  Maffachufett’s-bay,  Rhode 
Ifland,  Connecticut,  New  York, 
New  Jerfey,  Pennfylvania,  the  three 
lower  counties  on  Delaware,  Mary¬ 
land,  Virginia,  North  Carolina, 
South  Carolina,  and  Georgia,  and 
for  other  purpofes  therein  menti¬ 
oned,  it  is  enabled;  that  “  it  (hall 
and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  any 
perfon  or  perfons  appointed  and 
authorifed  by  his  majelly,  to  grant 
a  pardon  or  pardons  to  any  num¬ 
ber  or  defcription  of  perforts,  by 
proclamation  in  his  majefly’s  name, 
to  declare  any  colony  or  province, 
colonies  or  provinces,  or  any  coun¬ 
ty,  town,  port,  diftriCt,  or  place, 
in  any  colony  or  province,  to  be 
at  the  peace  of  his  majelly  and 
that  “  from  and  after  the  ifluing 
of  any  fuch  proclamation  in  any 
of  the  aforefaid  colonies  or  pro¬ 
vinces,  or  if  his  majelly  fhall  be 
gracioufly  pleafed  to  fignify  the 
fame  by  his  royal  proclamation, ” 
then,  from  and  after  theiffuingof 
fucH  proclamation,  the  faid  “  a£t, 
with  refpeCt  to  fuch  colony  or  pro¬ 
vince,  colonies  or  provinces,  coun¬ 
ty,  town,  port,  diftrift,  or  place, 
fhall  ceafe,  determine,  and  be  ut¬ 
terly  void.”  And  whereas  the 
king,  defirous  to  deliver  all  his 
fubjeds  from  the  calamities  of  war, 
and  other  oppreffions  which  they 
now  undergo;  and  to  reftore  the 
faid  colonies  to  his  pfotedion  and 
peace,  as  foon  as  the  conftitutionai 
authority  of  government  therein 
may  be  replaced;  hath  been  gra- 
cioufly  pleafed,  by  letters  patent 
under  the  great  leal,  dated  the 


6th  day  of  May,  in  the  fixteenth 
year  of  his  majefty’s  reign,  to  no¬ 
minate  and  appoint  me,  Richard 
Vifcount  Howe,  of  the  kingdom  of 
Ireland,  and  William  Howe,  Eiq; 
general  of  his  forces  in  North 
America,  and  each  of  us,  jointly 
and  feverally,  to  be  his  majelly’s 
corn milfioner  and  commiffioners  for 
granting  his  free  and  general  par¬ 
dons  to  all  thofe,  who,  in  the  tu¬ 
mult  and  diforder  of  the  times, 
may  have  deviated  from  their  juft 
allegiance,  and  who  are  willing, 
by  a  fpeedy  return  to  their  duty, 
to  reap  the  benefits  of  the  royal 
favour:  and  alfo  for  declaring,  in 
his  rnajedy’s  name,  any  colony, 
province,  county,  town,  port, 
didriCt  or  place,  to  be  at  the  peace 
of  his  majelly  ;  I  do  therefore 
hereby  .declare.  That  due  confider- 
ation  fhall  be  had  to  the  merito¬ 
rious  fervices  of  all  perfons  who 
fhall  aid  and  alftft  in  reftorlng  the 
public  tran 
hies,  or  in 
of :  that  pardons  fhall  be  granted, 
dutiful  reprefentations  received, 
and  every  fuitable  encouragement 
given  for  promoting  fuch  rrieafures 
as  fhall  be  conducive  to  the  eita- 
blifhment  of  legal  government  and 
peace,  in  pursuance  of  his  ma¬ 
jelly’s  moll  gracious  purpofes  a- 
forefaid.  .  1 

Given  on  board  his  majelly ’a 
fhip  the  Eagle,  off  the  coafts 
of  the  province  of  Maffachu- 
feu’s- bay,  the  20th  of  June* 
1776. 

Howe. 

Uefolulion  of  the  Congrefs  upon  the 
above  Declaration .  ' 


quillity  irt  the  faid  colo- 
any  part  or  parts  there-* 


In  Congrefs,  July  19. 
RESOLVED,  That  a  copy  of 
the  circular  letters,  and  of  the  de- 
IT  J  3  duration 
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claration  they  inclofed  from  Lord 
Howe  to  Mr.  Franklin,  Mr.  Penn, 
Mr.  Eden,  Lord  Dunmore,  Mr. 
Martin,  and  Sir  James  Wright, 
late  Governors,  fent  to  Amboy  by 
a  dag,  and  forwarded  to  Congrefs 
by  Gen.  Wafnington,  be  publifhed 
in  the  feveral  Gazettes,  that  the 
good  people  of  thefe  United  States 
may  be  informed  of  what  nature 
are  the  commiffioners,  and  what 
the  terms ,  with  the  expedation  of 
which  the  infidious  court  of  Great 
Britain  has  endeavoured  to  amufe 
and  difarm  them  ;  and  that  the 
few  who  (till  remain  fufpended  by 
a  hope  founded  either  in  thejuf- 
tifce  or  moderation  of  their  late 
king,  may  now  at  length  be  con¬ 
vinced,  that  the  valour  alone  of 
their  country  is  to  fave  its  liber¬ 
ties. 

Extrad  from  the  journals. 
(Signed) 

Charles  Thomson,  Sec. 

A  Second  Declaration  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Commiffioners. 

By  Richard  Vifcount  Howe,  of 
the  Kingdom  of  Ireland,  and 
William  Howe,  Efcj;  Gene¬ 
ral  of  his  Majefty’s  Forces  in 
America,  the  King’s  Corn- 
v  million  erg  for  reftoring  Peace 
to  his  Majefty’s  Colonies  and 
Plantations  in  North, Ameri¬ 
ca,  See. 

Declaration. 
ALTHOUGH  the  Congrefs, 
whom  the  mifguided  Americans 
iuffer  to  dired  their  oppofition  to 
a  re-eftablifhment  of  the  conftitu- 
tional  government  of  thefe  pro¬ 
vinces,  have  difavovved  every  pur- 
pofe  cf  reconciliation  not  confo¬ 
rmant  with  their  extravagant  and 
inadmiflible  claim  of  independen¬ 


cy,  the  king’s  commiffioners  think 
lit  to  declare,  that  they  are  equal¬ 
ly  defirous  to  confer  with  his  ma- 
jefty’s  well-afteded  fubjed$  upon 
the  means  of  reftoring  the  public 
tranquillity,  and  eftablifhing  a 
permanent  union  with  every  co¬ 
lony,  as  a  part  of  the  Britifh  em¬ 
pire. 

The  king  being  mod:  gracioujdy 
pleafed  to  dired  a  revilion  of  fuch 
of  his  royal  inllrudions  as  may  be 
conftrued  to  lay  an  improper  re¬ 
train  t  upon  the  freedom  of  legif- 
lation  in  any  of  his  colonies,  and 
to  concur  in  the  revifal  of  all  ads 
by  which  his  fubjeds  there  may 
think  themfelves  aggrieved,  it  is 
recommended  to  the  inhabitants  at 
large  to  reded  ferioudy  upon  their 
prefent  condition,  and  to  judge 
for  themfelves,  whether  it  be  more 
confident  with  their  honour  and 
happinefs  to  offer  up  their  lives 
as  a  facrifice  to  the  unjuft  and 
precarious  caufe  in  which  they 
are  engaged,  or  to  return  to  their 
allegiance,  accept  the  bleffings  of 
peace,  and  be  fecured  in  a  free 
enjoyment  of  their  liberty  and 
properties,  upon  the  true  princi¬ 
ples  of  the  conftitution. 

Given  at  New  York,  the  19th 
day  of  September,  1776. 

Howe. 

W.  Howe. 
By  command  of  their  excellencies, 
Henry  Strachey. 

C'bird  Declaration . 

By  Richard  Vifcount  Howe,  of 
the  Kingdom  of  Ireland,  and 
William  Howe,  Efq;  Gene¬ 
ral  of  his  Majefty’s  Forces  in 
America,  the  King’s  Com- 
miffi oners  for  reftoring  Peace 
to  his  Majefty’s  Colonies  and 

Plantations 
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Plantations  in  North  Ameri¬ 
ca,  &c. 

Proclamation. 

WHEREAS  bv  our  declarations 
of  the  20th  of  June  and  igth  of 
September  laft,  in  purfuance  of  his 
majefty’s  mod  gracious  intentions 
towards  his  fubjedls  in  the  colo¬ 
nies  or  provinces  of  New  Hamp¬ 
shire,  Maffachufett’s-bay,  PJnode- 
llland,  Connecticut,  New  York, 
New  Jerley,  Pennfylvania,  the  three 
Lower  Counties  on  Delaware,  Ma¬ 
ryland,  Virginia,  North- Carolina, 
Sout’n-Carolina,  and  Georgia,  all 
perlons  lpeedily  returning  to  their 
j  u ft  allegiance  were  promiied  a  free 
and  general  pardon,  and  were  in¬ 
vited  to  accept,  not  only  the  bleff- 
ings  of  peace,  but  a  fecure  enjoy¬ 
ment  of  their  liberties  and  proper¬ 
ties,  upon  the  true  principles  of 
the  conflitution  :  And  whereas, 
notwithstanding  the  faid  declara¬ 
tions,  and  the  example  of  many 
who  have  availed  themfelves  of 
the  affurances  therein  made,  feve- 
ral  bodies  of  armed  men,  in  open 
contempt  of  his  majefty’s  proffered 
clemency,  do  full  continue  their 
oppofition  to  the  eftablifhment  of 
legal  government  and  peace;  and 
divers  other  ill  difpofed  perfons, 
purfuing  their  own  ambitious  pur- 
pofes  in  the  exercife  of  a  lawlefs 
influence  and  power,  are  uftng 
Srelh  endeavours,  by  various  arts 
and  mifreprefentations,  to  alienate 
the  confidence  and  afredtion  of  his 
majeily’s  fubjedts  ;  to  defeat  every 
plan  of  reconciliation,  and  to  pro¬ 
long  the  unnatural  war  between 
Great  Britain  and  her  colonies: 
Now,  in  order  to  the  more  effec¬ 
tual  accomplifhrnent  of  his  majef¬ 
ty’s  moil  gracious  intentions,  and 
the  fpeedy  refloration  of  the  public 
tranquillity  ;  and  duly  confider- 
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ing  the  expediency  of  limiting  the 
time  within  which  fuch  pardon  as 
aforefaid  fhall  be  granted,  and  of 
fpecifying  the  terms  upon  which 
only  the  fame  fhall  ahd  may  be 
obtained.  We  do,  in  his  majefty’s 
name,  arid  by  virtue  of  the  powers 
committed  to  us,  hereby  charge 
and  command  all  perfons  whatfo- 
ever,  who  are  affembled  together 
in  arms  againfl  his  majefty’s  go¬ 
vernment,  to  difband  themfelves, 
an.d  return  to  their  dwelling,  there 
to  remain  in  a  peaceable  and  quiet 
manner  :  And  we  alfo  charge  and 
command  all  fuch  other  perfons 
as  are  affembled  together  under 
the  name  of  General  or  Provin¬ 
cial  Congreffes,  committees,  con¬ 
ventions,  or  other  affociations,  by 
whatever  name  or  names  known 
and  diftingm flied,  or  who,  under 
the  colour  of  any  authority  front 
any  fuch  Congrefs,  committee, 
convention,  and  other  affociadon, 
take  upon  them  to  iffue  or  exe¬ 
cute  any  orders  for  levying  money, 
raifing  troops,  fitting  out  armed 
fhips  and  veffels,  irnprifoning,.  or 
otherwife  molefting  his  majefly’s 
fubjedts,  to  defifl  and  ceafe  from 
all  fuch  treafonable  actings  and 
doings,  and  to  relinquish  all  fuch 
ufurped  power  and  authority,  fa 
that  peace  may  be  reftored,  a  fpee¬ 
dy  remiffion  of  paft  offences  quiet 
the  apprehenfions  of  the  guilty, 
and  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  faicl 
colonies  be  enabled  to  reap  the  be¬ 
nefit  of  his  majefly’s  paternal  good - 
nefs  in  the  prefervadon  .  of  their 
property,  the  refloration  of  their 
commerce,  and  the  fecurity  of  their 
mod  valuable  rights,  under  the 
jufl  and  moderate  authority  of  the 
crown  and  parliament  of  Great 
Britain  :  And  we  do  hereby  de¬ 
clare,  and  make  known  to  all 
[V]  4  men. 
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men,  that  every  perfon,  who  with¬ 
in  fixty  days  from  the  day  of  the 
date  hereof  fhall  appear  before  the 
governor,  or  lieutenant-governor, 
or  commander  in  chief,  in  any  of 
his  majefty’s  colonies  or  provinces 
aforefaid,  or  before  the  general  or 
commanding  officer  oi  his  mr.jefty’s 
forces  in  America,  or  any  other 
officer  in  his  maje  fly’s  fervice,  hav¬ 
ing  the  command  of  any  detach¬ 
ment  or  parties  of  his  majefty’s 
forces  there,  or  before  the  admiral 
or  commander  in  chief  of  his  ma- 
jefly’s  fleets,  or  any  other  officer- 
commanding  any  of  his  majelly’s 
ihips  of  war,  or  any  armed  veffel 
in  his  majefty’s  fervice,  within  any 
of  the  ports,  havens,  creeks,  or 
upon  the  coafts  of  America,  and 
fhall  claim  the  benefit  of  this  pro¬ 
clamation,  and  at  the  fame  time 
teftify  his  obedience  to  the  laws, 
by  fubfcribing  a  declaration  in  the 
words  following  :  “  I,  A.  B.  do 
promife  and  declare ,  that  I  twill  re¬ 
main  in  a  peaceable  obedience  to  his 
inajefty,  and  twill  not  take  up  arms , 
nor  encourage  others  to  take  up  arms, 
in  oppoftion  to  his  authority  fhall 

and  may  obtain  a  full  and  free 
* 

pardon  of  all  treafons  and  mifpri- 
fions  of  treafons,  by  him  hereto¬ 
fore  committed  or  done,  and  of 
all  forfeitures,  attainders,  and  pe¬ 
nalties  for  the  fame;  and  upon 
producing  to  us,  or  to  either  of 
us,  a  certificate  of  fuch  his  appear¬ 
ance  and  declaration,  fhall  and 
may  have  and  receive  fuch  par¬ 
don  made  and  paffed  to  him  in 
due  form. 

Given,  at  New  York,  this  thir¬ 
tieth  day  of  November,  1776. 

Howe. 

W.  Howe. 

By  command  of  their  excellencies, 
Henry  St  rag  hey. 
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Copy  of  the  free  Pardon  granted  by 
his  Majefly'>s  Commi [/toners ,  to 
Juch  Perjons  as  claimed  the  Benefit 
of  the  above  Declarations. 

(L.  S.)  Howe. 

GEORGE  the  Third,  by  the 
Grace  of  God  of  Great  Britain, 
France,  and  Ireland,  king,  de¬ 
fender  of  the  faith,  and  fo  forth, 
to  all  men  to  whom  thefe  prefents 
fhall  come,  gree'ing  ;  know  ye, 
that  we,  of  our  efpecial  grace, 
certain  knowledge,  and  mere  mo¬ 
tion,  and  out  of  the  zeal  and  af- 
fedion  which  we  have  and  bear  to 
our  fubjeds,  have  pardoned,  re- 
mifed,  and  releafed,  and  by  thefe 
prefents  do  pardon,  remife,  and 
releafe,  to  A.  B.  merchant  of  the 
town  of  in  the  province 

of  otherwife  called 

or  by  what  foe  ver 
other  name  or  firname,  dignity, 
office,  or  place,  the  faid  A.  B. 
fhall  be  reputed,  called,  or 
named,  all  and  hngular  treafons, 
as  well  high  treafons  as  petit  trea¬ 
fons,  rebellions,  infurredions,  and 
confpiracies,  againff  us,  our  crown 
and  dignity,  and  alfo  all  manner 
cf  mifprifions  of  treafon,  or  other 
mifprifions  by  him  the  faid  A.  B. 
at  any  time  heretofore  had,  done, 
or  perpetrated,  whether  the  faid 
A.  B.  of  the  premifes,  or  any  of 
them,  fhould  have  been  ir.dided, 
appealed,  fued  and  adjudged,  out¬ 
lawed,  convided,  condemned,  or 
attainted  or  not.  We  alfo  par¬ 
don,  remife,  and  releafe,  by 
thefe  prefents,  to  the  aforefaid 
A.  B.  all  and  firgular  judgments, 
pains  of  death,  punifhments,  and 
iffues  and  profits  of  all  domains, 
manors,  lands,  tenements,  and 
other  hereditaments,  of  him  the 
faid  A.  B.  on  occafion  of  the  pre- 

snifes. 


STATE 

mifes,  or  any  of  them,  by  him  the 
faid  A.  B.  forfeited  or  loft,  and  to 
us,  by  reafon  of  the  premifes,  due, 
belonging,  or  appertaining. 

Given  at  New-York,  this 
(Jay  of  December,  1776. 

By  command  of  his  excellency, 

Henry  Strachey. 


American  Oath  of  Allegiance . 

In  Congress,  October  21,  1776* 

RESOLVED,  That  every  offi¬ 
cer  who  holds  or  fhall  hereafter 
hold  a  commiffion,  or  office  from 
Congrefs',  fhall  fubfcribe  the  fol¬ 
lowing  declaration,  and  take  the 
following  oath,  viz. 

“  I - — ,  do  acknowledge 

the  thirteen  united  ftates  of  Ame¬ 
rica,  namely,  New  -  Hampfhire, 
Maftachufett’s-bay,  Rhole-  Ifland, 
Connecticut,  New-York,  New 
Jerfey,  Pennfylvania,  Delaware, 
Maryland,  Virginia,  North-Caro- 
lina,  South-Carolina,  and  Georgia, 
to  be  free ,  independent ,  and  fovc- 
reign  fates’,  and  declare  that  the 
people  thereof  have  no  allegiance 
or  obedience  to  George  the  third. 
King  of  Great  Britain  ;  and  1  re¬ 
nounce,  refufe,  and  abjure  any  al¬ 
legiance  or  obedience  to  him.  And 
I  do  fwear,  that  I  will,  to  the  ut- 
moft  of  my  power,  fupport,  main¬ 
tain,  and  defend  the  faid  united 
ftates  againft  the  faid  king  George 
the  third,  and  his  heirs  and  fuc- 
ceffors,  and  his  and  their  abettors, 
affiftants  and  adherents  ;  and  will 
ferve  the  faid  united  ftates  in  the 

office  of - ,  which  I  now  hold, 

and  in  any  other  office  which  I 
may  hereafter  hold  by  their  ap¬ 
pointment,  or  under  their  autho¬ 
rity,  with  fidelity  and  honour,  and 


PAPERS.  [297 

according  to  the  beft  of  my  (kill 
and  underftanding. 

So  help  me  God. 

By  order  of  Congrefs, 

John  Hancock,  Prefident. 


Proclamation  by  his  Excellency  George 
Wafhington,  Efq\  General  and 
Commander  in  Chief  of  all  the 
Forces  of  the  United  States  of 
America. 

WHEREAS  feveral  perfons, 
inhabitants  of  the  united  ftates  of 
America,  influenced  by  inimical 
motives,  intimidated  by  the  threats 
of  the  enemy,  or  deluded  by  a  pro¬ 
clamation  iflued  the  30th  of  No¬ 
vember  laft,  by  Lord  and  General 
Howe,  ftiled  the  king’s  com  mi  f- 
fioners  for  granting  pardons,  &c. 
(now  at  open  war,  and  invading 
thefe  ftates)  have  been  fo  loft  to 
the  intereft  and  welfare  of  their 
country,  as  to  repair  to  the  enemy* 
flgn  a  declaration  of  fidelity,  and 
in  fome  inftances  have  been  com- 
pelled  to  take  the  oaths  of  alle¬ 
giance,  and  engaged  not  to  take, 
up  arms,  or  encourage  others  fr 
to  do,  againft  the  King  of  Great: 
Britain.  And  whereas  it  has  be¬ 
come  neceflary  to  diftinguifh  be¬ 
tween  the  friends  of  America  and 
thofe  of  Great  Britain,  inhabitants 
of  thefe  States  ;  and  that  every 
man  who  receives  protection  from* 
and  as  a  fubjeCt  of,  any  State  (not 
being  confcientioufly  fcrupulous 
againft  bearing  arms)  fhould  ftand 
ready  to  defend  the  fame  againft 
hoftile  invafton  ;  I  do,  therefore, 
in  behalf  of  die  United  States,  by 
virtue  of  the  powers  committed  to 
me  by  Congrefs,  hereby  ftriCtly 
command  and  require  every  perfon, 
having  fubicribed  fuch  declaration, 

taken 
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taken  fuch  oaths,  and  accepted 
fuch  protection  and  certificate,  to 
repair  to  head  quarters,  or  to  the 
quarters  of  the  neared  general  of¬ 
ficer  of  the  Continental  army,  or 
militia,  (until  further  provifion  can 
be  made  by  civil  authority)  and 
there  deliver  up  fuch  protection, 
certificate  and  pafiports,  and  take 
the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  Unit¬ 
ed  States  of  America:  Neverthe- 
lefs  hereby  granting  full  liberty  to 
all  fuch  as  prefer  the  intered  and 
protection  of  Great  Britain  to  the 
freedom  and  happinefs  of  their 
country,  forthwith  to  withdraw 
themfelves  and  families  within 
the  enemy’s  lines.  And  I  do 
hereby  declare,  that  all  and  every 
perfon  who  may  negleCt  or  refufe 
to  comply  with  this  order,  within 
thirty  days  from  the  date  hereof, 
will  be  deemed  adherents  to  the 
King  of  Great  Britain,  and  treated 
as  common  energies  to  thefe  Ame¬ 
rican  dates. 

Given  at  Head  Quarters, 

Morris  Town. 

By  his  excellency’s  command, 
Robert  H. Harrison,  Sec. 


Papers  relating  to  the  Capitulation 
of  Lieutenant  General  BurgoyneT 
Army  at  Saratoga. 

.  No.  I. 

O  Sober  13,  1777. 

LIEUT.  GEN.  Burgoyne  is  de- 
firous  offending  a  field-officer 
with  a  mefTage  to  Major-General 
Gates,  upon  a  matter  of  high  mo¬ 
ment  to  both  armies.  He  requeds 
to  be  informed  at  what  hour  Gene¬ 
ral  Gates  will  receive  him  to- mor¬ 
row  morning. 

Major-General  Gates , 


ANSWER. 

MAJ.  GEN.  Gates  will  receive 
a  field  officer  from  Lietenant  Gen- 
neral  Burgoyne at  the  advanced  pod 
of  the  army  of  the  United  Stares, 
at  ten  o’clock  to-morrow  morning, 
from  whence  he  will  be  conducted 
to  head  quarters. 

Camp  at  Saratoga,  9  o’clock, 

P.  M.  Oflober  13,  1777. 
Lieutenant •  General  Burgoyne. 

No.  II. 

Major  Kingdon  delivered  the  fol¬ 
lowing  Mejfage  to  Major-General 
Gates,  October  14,  1777. 
AFTER  having  fought  you 
twice,  Lieutenant-General  Bur¬ 
goyne  has  waited  fome  days,  in 
his  prefent  pofition,  determined  to 
try  a  third  conflict  againd  any  force 
you  could  bring  to  attack  him. 

He  is  appriied  of  the  fuperiority 
of  vour  numbers,  and  the  difpefi- 
tion  of  your  troops  to  impede  his 
fupplies,  and  render  his  retreat  a 
feene  of  carnage  on  both  fides.  In 
this  fituation,  he  is  impelled  by 
humanity,  and  thinks  hirafelt  j-uf- 
tified  by  edabliffied  principles  and 
precedents  of  date,  and  oi  war,  to 
fpare  the  lives  of  brave  men  upon 
honourable  terms  :  fficuld  Major- 
General  Gates  be  inclined  to  treat 
upon  that  idea,  General  Burgoyne 
would  propofe  a  celfation  of  arms, 
during  the  time  necefiary  to  com¬ 
municate  the  preliminary  terms  by 
which,  in  any  extremity,  he  and 
his  army  mean  to  abide. 

No.  III. 

Major  -  General  Gates ’j  Propofals , 
together  with  Lieutenant  *  General 

c> 

Burgoyne’r  Anfwers . 

I.  GENERAL  Burgoyne’s  army 
being  exceedingly  reduced  by  re¬ 
peated  defeats,  by  defertion,  fick- 

nefs. 


STATE 

refs,  &c.  their  provifions  exhaurted, 
their  military  horfes,  tents,  and 
baggage,  taken  or  deilroyed,  their 
retreat  cut  off,  and  their  camp  in¬ 
verted,  they  can  only  be  allowed  to 
furrender  prifoners  of  war. 

Anfiwer.  Lieut.  General  Bur- 
goyne’s  army,  however  reduced, 
will  never  admit  that  their  retreat 
is  cut  off,  while  they  have  arms  in 
their  hands. 

II.  The  officers  and  foldiers  may 
keep  the  baggage  belonging  to 
them.  The  generals  of  the  United 
States  never  permit  individuals  to 
be  pillaged. 

III.  The  troops  under  his  Excel¬ 
lency  General  Burgoyne  will  be 
conduced  by  the  moft  convenient 
route  to -New  England,  marching 
by  eafy  marches,  and  fufficiently 
provided  for  by  the  way. 

Attfvoer.  This  article  is  anfwered 
by  General  Burgcyne’s  firft  pro- 
pofal,  which  is  here  annexed. 

IV.  The  officers  will  be  admit¬ 
ted  on  parole;  may  wear  their 
fide  arms,  and  will  be  treated  with 
the  liberality  curtomary  in  Europe, 
fo  long  as  they,  by  proper  beha¬ 
viour,  continue  to  deferve  it  ;  but 
thofe  who  are  apprehended  having 
broke  their  parole,  as  fome  Britifh 
officers  have  done,  mutt  expert  to 
be  clofe  confined. 

Anfnver.  There  being  no  officer 
in  this  army  under,  or  capable  of 
being  under,  the  defcription  of 
breaking  parole,  this  article  needs 
ncJ  an  Ever. 

TV.  All  public  rtores,  artillery, 
arms,  ammunition,  carriages, 
horfes,  &c.  &c.  mufl  be  delivered 
to  commifiaries  appointed  to  re¬ 
ceive  them. 

Answer.  All  public  fiores  may 
be  delivered,  arms  excepted. 

VI.  Thefe  terms  being  agreed 
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to,  and  figned,  the  troops  under  his 
Excellency  Gen.  Burgoyne’s  com¬ 
mand,  may  be  drawn  up  in  their 
encampments,  where  they  will  be 
ordered  to  ground  their  arms,  and 
may  thereupon  be  marched  to  the 
river-fide,  to  be  parted  over  in 
their  way  towards  Bennington. 

Anfojer.  This  article  inadmiffi- 
ble  in  any  extremity.  Sooner  than 
this  army  will  confent  to  ground 
their  arms  in  their  encampment, 
they  will  rulh  on  the  enemy,  de¬ 
termined  to  take  no  quarter. 

VII.  A  certation  of  arms  to  con¬ 
tinue  till  fun-fet,  to  receive  Gene¬ 
ral  Burgoyne’s  anfwer. 

O  J 

(Signed)  Horatio  Gates . 

Camp  at  Saratoga ,  Oci.  14,  1 777. 

No.  IV. 

MAJOR  Kingrton  met  the  Ad¬ 
jutant-General  of  Major-General 
Gates’s  army,  Odlober  the  14th, 
at  fun-fet,  and  delivered  the  fol¬ 
lowing  mertage  : 

If  General  Gates  does  not  mean 
to  recede  from  the  6th  article,  the 
treaty  ends  at  once. 

The  army  will,  to  a  man,  pro¬ 
ceed  to  any  a£l  of  defperation,  ra¬ 
ther  than  fubmit  to  that  article. 

The  certation  of  arms  ends  this 
evening. 

No.  V. 

Lieutenant-General  Burgoyne’/  Pro - 

pofals ,  together  nx'ith  Major ■  Ge¬ 
tter  a  l  Gates’/  AnJ'-wers. 

THE  annexed  anfwers  being 
given  to  Major-General  Gates’s 
propofals,  it  remains  for  Lieute¬ 
nant-General  Burgoyne,  and  the 
army  under  his  command,  to  ftate 
the  following  preliminary  articles 
on  their  part. 

J.  The  troops  to  march  out  of 
their  camp  with  the  honours  of 

war. 
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war,  and  the  artillery  of  the  in- 
trenchments,  which  will  be  left  as 
hereafter  regulated. 

I.  The  troops  to  march  out  of 
their  camp  with  the  honours  of 
war,  and  the  artillery  of  the  in- 
trenchments,  to  the  verge  of  the 
river  where  the  old  fort  flood, 
where  their  arms  and  artillery 
mull  be  left. 

II.  A  free  paflage  to  be  granted 
to  this  army  to  Great  Britain,  upon 
condition  of  not  ferving  again  in 
North  America  during  the  prefent 
contefl;  and  a  proper  port  to  be 
afligned  for  the  entry  of  tranfports 
to  receive  the  troops  whenever  Ge¬ 
neral  Howe  fhall  fo  order. 

II.  Agreed  to  for  the  port  of 
Bofton, 

III.  Should  anycartel  take  place, 
by  which  this  army  or  any  part  of 
it  may  be  exchanged,  the  foregoing 
article  to  be  void,  as  far  as  fuch 
exchange  fhall  be  made. 

III.  Agreed. 

IV.  All  officers  to  retain  their 
carriages,  bat-horfes,  and  other 
cattle;  and  no  baggage  to  be  mo~ 
lefled  or  fearched,  the  lieutenant- 
general  giving  his  honour  that  there 
are  no  public  ftores  fecreted  therein. 
Major-General  Gates  will  of  courfe 
take  the  nectfTary  meafures  for  the 
fecurity  of  this  article. 

IV.  Agreed. 

V.  Upon  the  march  the  officers 
are  not  to  be  feparated  from  their 
men;  and  in  quarters  the  officers 
fhall  be  lodged  according  to  rank  ; 
and  are  not  to  be  hindered  from 
affemblirg  their  men  for  roll-call¬ 
ing,  and  other  neceiTary  purpofes 
of  regular!  y. 

V.  Agreed  to,  as  far  as  circum- 
Hances  will  admit. 

VI.  There  are  various  corps  in 
this  army  compofed  of  failors. 


battean-men,  artificers,  drivers* 
independent  companies,  and  fol¬ 
lowers  of  the  army  ;  and  it  is  ex¬ 
pelled  that  thole  perfons,  of  what¬ 
ever  country,  ffiall  be  included  in 
the  fulleft  fenfe,  and  utmofl  extent 
of  the  above  articles,  and  com¬ 
prehended  in  every  refped:  as  Bri- 
tifh  fubjedts. 

VI.  Agreed  to  in  the  fulleft  ex¬ 
tent. 

VII.  All  Canadians,  and  per-i 
fons  belonging  to  the  eftablifh- 
ment  in  Canada,  to  be  permitted 
to  return  there. 

V  II.  Agreed. 

VIII.  Paffports  to  be  immediate¬ 
ly  granted  for  three  officers,  not  ex¬ 
ceeding  the  rank  of  captain,  who 
fhall  beappointed  by  General  Bur- 
goyne  to  carry  difpatches  to  Sir 
William  Howe,  Sir  Guy  Carleton,> 
and  to  Great-Brirain  by  the  way  of 
Nevv-York,  and  the  public  faith  to 
be  engaged  that  thefe  difpatches  are 
not  to  be  opened* 

VIII.  Agreed* 

IX.  The  foregoing  articles  are 
to  be  confldered  only  as  prelimina¬ 
ries  for  framing  a  treaty,  in  the 
courfe  of  which  others  may  arife 
to  be  confidered  by  both  parties; 
for  which  purpofe  it  is  propofed^ 
that  two  officers  of  each  army 
fhall  meet  and  report  their  deli¬ 
berations  to  their,  refpe&ive  ge¬ 
nerals. 

IX.  This  capitulation  to  be 
nifhed  by  two  o’clock  this  day, 
and  the  troops  march  from  their 
encampment  at  five,  and  he  in 
readinefs  to  move  towards  Boftoni 
to-morrow  morning, 

X.  Lieutenant  -  General  Bur- 
goyne  will  fend  his  deputy  adju¬ 
tant-general  to  receive  Major-Ge¬ 
neral  Gates’s  anfwer  to-morrow 
morning  at  ten  o’clock. 

X.  Com- 


)■ 
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X.  Complied  with. 

(Signed)  Horatio  Gates . 
Saratoga,  03.  15,  177 7. 

No.  VI. 

THE  eight  firft  preliminary  ar¬ 
ticles  of  Lieutenant-General  Bur- 
Ngoyne’s  propofals,  and  the  2d,  3d, 
and  4th  of  thofe  of  Major- General 
Gates  of  yefterday,  being  agreed 
to,  the  foundation  of  the  propoled 
treaty  is  out  of  dilpute  ;  but  the 
feveral  fubordinate  articles  and  re¬ 
gulations  neceifarily  fpringing  from 
thefe  preliminaries,  and  requiring 
explanation  and  precifion  between 
the  parties,  before  a  definitive  trea¬ 
ty  can  be  fafely  executed,  a  longer 
time  than  that  mentioned  by  Ge¬ 
neral  Gates  in  his  anfwer  to  the  9th 
article,  becomes  indifpenfably  ne- 
ceiTary.  Lieutenant-General  Bur- 
goyne  is  willing  to  appoint  two 
officers  immediately  to  meet  two 
others  from  Major-General  Gates, 
to  propound,  difcufs,  and  fettle 
thofe  fubordinate  articles,  in  order 
that  the  treaty,  in  due  form,  may 
be  executed  as  foon  as  poffibje. 

(Signed)  1  John  Burgoyne. 
Gamp  at  Saratoga ,  03.  13,  1777. 

Major  Kinglton  has  authority  to 
fettle  the  place  for  a  meeting  of  the 
officers  propofed. 

Settled  by  Major  Kingfton  on 
the  ground  where  Mr.  Schuyler’s 
houfe  flood. 

No.  VII. 

IN  the  courfe  of  the  night,  Lieu¬ 
tenant-General  Burgoyne  has  re¬ 
ceived  intelligence  that  a  confider- 
able  force  has  been  detached  from 
the  army  under  the  command  of 
Major  General  Gates,  during  the 
courfe  of  the  negociations  of  the 
treaty  depending  between  them. 
Lieutenant-General  Burgoyne  con¬ 
ceives  this,  if  true,  to  be  not  only 
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a  violation  of  the  ceflation  of  arms, 
but  fubverfive  of  the  principles  on 
which  the  treaty  originated,  viz.  a 
great  fuperiority  of  numbers  in  Ge¬ 
neral  Gates’s  army.  Lieutenant- 
•General  Burgoyne  therefore  re¬ 
quires  that  two  officers  on  his  part 
be  permitted  to  fee  that  the  ftrength 
of  the  forces  now  oppofed  to  him 
is  fuch  as  will  convince  him  that 
no  fuch  detachments  have  been 
made  ;  and  that  the  fame  principle 
of  fuperiority  on  which  the  treaty 
firft  began  ftill  exifts. 

16 tb  O3ober. 

No.  VIII. 

Articles  of  Convention  between  Lieute¬ 
nant-General  Burgoyne  and  Ma¬ 
jor-  General  Gates. 

I. 

THE  troops  under  Lieutenant- 
General  Burgoyne  to  march  out  of 
their  camp  with  the  honours  of 
war,  and  the  artillery  of  the  in- 
trenchments,  to  the  verge  of  the 
river  where  the  old  fort  flood, 
where  the  arms  and  artillery  are  to 
be  left ;  the  arms  to  be  piled  by 
word  of  command  from  their  own 
officers. 

II.  A  free  paftage  to  be  granted 
the  army  under  Lieutenant-Gene¬ 
ral  Burgoyne  to  Great-Britain,  on. 
condition  of  not  ferving  again  in 
North- America  during  the  prefent 
conteft  ;  and  the  port  of  Bofton  is 
affigned  for  the  entry  of  tranfports 
to  receive  the  troops  whenever  Ge¬ 
neral  Howe  fhall  fo  order. 

III.  Should  any  cartel  take  place, 
by  which  the  army  under  General 
Burgoyne,  or  any  part  of  it,  may 
be  exchanged,  the  foregoing  arti¬ 
cle  to  be  void,  as  far  as  fuch  ex¬ 
change  fhall  be  made. 

IV.  The  army  under  Lieutenant- 
General  Burgoyne  to  march  to 

MafTa- 
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Maffiachufett’s  Bay,  by  the  eafied, 
moil  expeditious  and  convenient 
route;  and  to  be  quartered W, 
near,  or  as  convenient  as  pcffible 
to  Bodon,  that  the  march  of  the 
troops  may  not  be  delayed  when 
tranfports  arrive  to  receive  them. 

Y.  The  troops  to  be  (applied 
on  their  march,  and  during  their 
being  in  quarters,  with  proviiions, 
by  Major-General  Gates’s  orders, 
at  the  fame  rate  of  rations  as  the 
troops  of  his  own  army;  and,  if 
poffible,  the  officers  horfes  and  cat¬ 
tle  are  to  be  (upplied  with  forage 
at  the  ufuaf  rates. 

VI.  All  officers  to  retain  their 
carriages,  bat-horfes,  and  other 
v cattle  ;  and  no  baggage  to  be  mo- 
lefted  or  fearched,  Lieutenant-Ge¬ 
neral  Burgoyne  giving  his  honour 
that  there  are  no  public  (lores  fe- 
creted  therein.  Major-General 
Gates  will  of  courfemke  the  ne- 
ceffary  ipeafures  for  a  due  perform¬ 
ance  of  this  article.  Should  any 
carriages  be  wanted  during  the 
march,  for  the  tranfportation  of 


be  included  in  the  fulled  fenfe  and 
utrnoit  extent  of  the  above  articles, 
and  comprehended  in  every  refpeft 
as  Britifh  iubje&s. 

IX.  All  Canadians,  and  perfons 
belonging  to  the  Canadian  eda- 
bliffiment  confiding;  of  Tailors, 
batteau-men,  artificers,  drivers, 
independent  companies,  and  many 
other  followers  of  the  army,  who 
come  under  no  particular  defcrip- 
tion,  are  to  be  permitted  to  return 
there ;  they  are  to  be  conducted 
immediately,  by  the  fhorted  route, 
to  the  firft  Britiih  pod  on  Lake 
George,  are  to  be  fupplied  with 
proviiions  in  the  fame  manner  as 
the  other  troops,  and  are  to  be 
bound  by  the  fame  condition  of 
not  ferving  during  the  prefent 
conted  in  North  America. 

X.  Paffports  to  be  immediately 
granted  for  three  officers,  not  ex¬ 
ceeding  the  rank  of  captains,  who 
(hall  be  appointed  by  Lieutenant- 
G  nerai  Burgoyne  to  carry  dif- 
patches  to  Sir  William  Howe,  Sir 
Guy  Carle  on,  and  to  Great  Bri- 


officers  baggage,  they  are,  if  pof- 
fible,  to  be  fupplied  by  the  coun¬ 
try  at  the  uftial  rates. 

VII.  Upon  the  march,  and  dur¬ 
ing  the  time  the  army  dull  remain 
in  quarters  in  the  MafFacbu feu’s 
Bay,  the  officers  are  not,  as  far  as 
circumdances  will  admit,  to  he  fe- 
parated  from  their  men.  The  of¬ 
ficers  are  to  be  quartered  according 
to  their  rank,  and  are  not  to  be 
hindered  from  ade  sibling  their 
men  for  roll-callings,  and  other 
Beceffary  purpofes  of  regularity. 

VIII.  All  corps  whatever  of  Ge¬ 
neral  Burgoyne’s  army,  whether 
compofed  of  faiiors,  batteau-men, 
artificers,  drivers,  independent 
companies,  and  followers  of  the 
|rmy,  of  whatever  country,  (hall 


tain  by  the  way  of  New-  York; 
and  Major-General  Gates  engages 
the  puolic  faith  that  thefe  dif- 
patches  ihall  not  Deepened.  Thefe 
officers  are  to  fet  out  immediately 
after  receiving  their  difpatches, 
ano  are  to  travel  the  fhorted  route, 
and  in  the  mod  expeditious  man- 

X 

r.er. 

XL  During  the  day  of  the  troops 
in  the  Maffachufett’s  Bay,  the  offi¬ 
cers  aje  to  be  admitted  on  parole, 
and  are  to  be  permitted  to  wear 
their  fide-arms. 

Xlf.  Should  the  army  under 
Lieutenant-General  Burgoyne  find 
it  necedkry  to  fend  for  their 
cloathing  and  other  baggage  from 
Canada,  they  are  to  be  permitted 
to  do  i;  ip  the  mod  ,  ,  , manner* 

and 


STATE 

and  the  neceffary  paffports  granted 
for  that  purpofe. 

XIII.  Thefe  articles  are  to  be 
mutually  figned  and  exchanged  to¬ 
morrow  morning  at  nine  o’clock  ; 
and  the  troops  under  Lieutenant- 
General  Burgoyne  are  to  march 
out  of  their  intrenchments  at  three 
o’clock  in  the  afternoon. 

Horatio  Gates }  Maj,  Gen. 
Camp  at  Saratoga , 

Q£t.  1 6,  1777. 

(True  Copy.) 
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To  prevent  any  doubts  that 
might  arife  from  Lieutenant-Ge¬ 
neral  Burgoyne’s  name  not  being 
mentioned  in  the  above  treaty, 
Major-General  Gates  hereby  de¬ 
clares,  that  he  is  underftood  to  be 
comprehended  in  it  as  fully  as  if 
his  name  had  been  fpecifically 
mentioned. 

Horatio  Gates . 
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Ext  raff  from  the  Life  of  the  late  Lord 
Bijhop  of  Rocheiler,  written  by 
himfelf. 

DR.  Pearce  was  .the  Ton  of  a 
d ifti  1  ler  in  High  Hoiborn. 
He  married  Mifs  Adams,  the 
daughter  of  a  diliiller  in  the  fame 
neighbourhood,  with  a  confider- 
able  fortune,  who  lived  with  him 
fifty-two  years  in  the  highefl  de¬ 
gree  of  connubial  happinefs.  He 
had  had  his  education  in  Wdlmiq.- 
fter  fchool,  where  he  was  diftin- 
guifhed  by  his  merit,  and  elected 
one  of  the  King’s  fcholars.  In 
17:0,  when  he  was  twenty  years 
old,  he  was  eleded  to  Trinity  Col¬ 
lege,  Cambridge.  During  the 
firft  years  of  his  refidence  at  the 
univerfity,  he  fometimes  amufed 
himfelf  with  lighter  compofitions, 
ibme  of  which  are  inferted  in  the 
Guardian  and  Spectator  In 
1716  he  publifhed  his  edition  of 
Cicero  de  Oratoret  and,  at  the  de¬ 
fire  of  a  friend,  luckily  dedicated 
it  to  Lord  Chief  Jultice  Parker, 
(afterwards  Earl  of  Macclesfield,) 
to  whom  he  was  a  Itranger.  This 
incident  laid  the  foundation  of  his 
future  fortune  :  for  Lord  Parker 
fo on  recommended  him  to  Dr. 
Bentley,  mailer  of  Trinity,  to  be 


made  dne  of  the  fellows;  and  tha 
doctor  confented  to  it  on  this  con¬ 
dition,  that  his  lord  hup  would  pro- 
mife  to  unmake  h i m  again  as  foon  as 
it  lay  in  his  power  to  give  him  a 
living.  In  1717,  Mr.  Pearce  was 
ordained  at  the  age  of  twentyfeven  ; 
having  taking  time  enough,  as  he 
thought,  to  attain  a  fufficient 
knowledge  of  the  facred  office.  In 
17  i8,  Lord  Parker  was  appointed 
chancellor,  and  invited  Mr.  Pearce 
to  live  with  him  in  his  houfe,  las 
chaplain.  In  1^19  he  Was  inlH- 
tuted  into  the  redory  of  Stapleford 
Abbots,  in  Effex ;  and  in  1720 
into  that  of  St.  Bartholomew,  be¬ 
hind  the  Royal- Exchange,  worth. 
400I.  per  an,  11.  In  1723  the  lord 
chancellor  prelected  him  to  St. 
Martin’s  in  the  Fields.  His  ma- 
jeity,  who  was  then  at  Hanover, 
was  applied  to  in  favour  of  Dr. 
Claget,  who  was  there  along  with 
him;  and  the  dodor' adually  killed 
hands  upon  the  occafion ;  but  the 
chancellor,  upon  the  king’s  return* 
difputed  the  point,  and  was  per¬ 
mitted  to  prefent  Mr.  Pearce.— 
Mr.  Pearce  foon  attraded  the  no¬ 
tice  and  elteem  of  perfons  in  the 
highell  dations,  and  of  the  greateil 
abilities.  Befide  Lord  Parker,  he 
could  reckon  among!!  his  patrons 


*  An  account  of  a  Silent  Club ,  Guard.  No.  121, 
No.  572.  On  Eloquences  Ibid*  No.  6ti. 
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or  friends,  Lord  Macclesfield,  Mr. 
Pulteney  (afterwards  Earl  of  Bath), 
Archbifhop  Potter,  Lord  Hard- 
wicke,  Sir  Ifaac  Newton,  and 
other  illuftrious  perfonages.  Queen 
Caroline  (to  whom  he  had  been 
jlrongly  recommended  by  Lady 
Sundoo)  frequently  honoured  him 
with  her  converfation  at  her  draw¬ 
ing-room.  *  One  day  at  that 
place,  (he  alked  him,  if  he  had 
read  the  pamphlets  publi fhed  by 
Dr.  Stebbing  and  Mr.  Loiter,  upon 
the  fort  of  heretics  meant  by  St. 
Paul,  whom  in  Titus  iii.  10,  it. 
he  reprefents  as  fctf- condemned.  Tes , 
madam ,  replied  the  dodor,  I  have 
read  all  the  pamphlets  written  by 
them,  on  both  Jides  of  the  queftion, 
46  Well,  faid  the  queen,  Which  of 
the  two  do  you  think  to  be  in  the 
right?”  The  dodor  replied,  “  I 
cannot  fay,  madam,  which  of  the 
two  is  in  the  right,  but  I  think 
that  both  of  them  are  in  the 
wrong.”  She  Trailed,  and  faid, 

*  Then  what  is  your  opinion  of 
that  text?’  —  ‘  Madam,’  faid  the 
dodor,  4  it  would  take  up  more 
time  than  your  majeity  can  (pare 
at  this  drawitQ-room,  for  me  to 
give  my  opinion  and  the  reafons  of 
it;  but  if  your  majeity  (hould  be 
plea  fed  to  lay  your  commands  upon 
me,  you  (hall  know  my  fenti- 
xnents  of  the  matter  in  the  next 
fermon  which  J  (hall  have  the  ho¬ 
nour  to  preach  before  his  majeity.’ 
Pray  do  then ,  faid  the  queen  ;  and 
Dr.  Pearce  accordingly  made  a  fer¬ 
mon  on  that  text;  but  the  queen 
died  a  month  before  his  term  of 
preaching  came  about.’— In  1724. 
the  degree  of  dodor  in  divinity  was 
conferred  on  him  by  Archbifhop 
Wake.  The  fame  year  he  de¬ 
dicated  to  his  patron,  the  Earl  of 
Macclesfield,  his  edition  of  Longi¬ 


nus  on  the  Sublime,  with  a  new  La¬ 
tin  verfion  and  notes.  Longinus, 
whole  name  had  been  long  known 
only  to  men  of  abftrufe  erudition, 
till  he  was  introduced,  by  his  tran- 
(lator  Boileau,  among  the  witty 
and  the  elegant,  had  now,  for 
about  half  a  century,  enjoyed  great 
popularity,  quoted  by  every  poet 
and  every  critic,  and  deciding  up¬ 
on  faults  and  beauties  of  File  with 
authority  con  felled  only  by  Huetius 
and  Le  Clerc,  But  it  was  the  opi¬ 
nion  of  Dr.  Pearce,  that  fomething 
was  wanting,  which  general  ad¬ 
miration  had  not  yet  fupplied. 

The  work  was  originally  pub- 
lifhed  by  Robertellus  and  Manu- 
tius,  who  each  ufed  his  own  MSS. 
without  the  knowledge  of  the 
other’s  undertaking,  The  texts  of 
the  two  editions  did  not  alw'ays 
agree,  and  to  which  the  preference 
was  due  had  not  yef  Been  decided. 
It  had  been  four  times  tranfiated 
into  Latin  ;  of  the  three  former 
editions,  that  of  Gabriel  de  Petra 
was  confidered  as  the  bed,  and  had 
accordingly  been  adopted  by  Ta~ 
naquiilus  Faber,  and,  I  think,  by 
our  Langbane,  in  their  editions. 
After  Boileau’s  tranflation,  it  was 
again  tranfiated  into  Latin  by  Tol- 
lius,  but  with  fuch  paraphraftical 
luxuriance,  as  feemed  intended  ra¬ 
ther  to  dilplay  his  own  copioufnefs 
of  didion,  than  to  explain  the  ori¬ 
ginal.  Dr.  Pearce  undertook  to 
adjuft  the  readings,  and,  what  was 
of  far  greater  difficulty,  to  write  a 
new  Latin  verfion,  which  fhould 
approach  as  near  as  is  poffible  to  the 
Greek,  without  violating  its  pu¬ 
rity.  To  play  round  the  text  of  an 
author,  and  to  recede  and  ap¬ 
proach  as  convenience  may  didate, 
is  no  very  arduous  work,  but  to  at¬ 
tend  it  without  deviation,  and  mea- 

fure 
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fure  ftep  by  £lep,  requires  at  once 
vigour  and  caution.  By  what  me¬ 
thod  he  proceeded  in  this  work, 
may  be  known  from  his  preface 
and  his  notes.  Some  of  his  fi j ft 
thoughts  were  retraded  in  the  fub- 
fequent  editions:  but  Dr.  Pearce 
has  generally  pleafed  the  public, 
though  he  found  it  difficult  to 
plea  I  e  himfelf. 

When  the  church  of  St.  Martin’s 
was  rebuilt,  Dr.  Pearce  preached  a 
fermon  at  the  confecration,  which 
he  afterwards  printed,  and  accom¬ 
panied  with  an  Effiay  on  the  Origin 
and  Progrefs  of  Temples,  traced 
from  the  rude  Hones,  which  were 
firft  ufed  for  altars,  to  the  noble 
ftrudure  of  Solomon,  which  he 
confiders,  as  the  fir  ft  temple  com¬ 
pletely  covered.  In  this  diffierta- 
tion  he  declares  his  convidion  of 
the  genuinenels  of  the  relation  at¬ 
tributed  to  Sanchoniatho  ;  and 
clears  the  difficulties  which  embar- 
rals  his  opinion,  by  folutions  drawn 
from  the  Newtonian  chronology, 
of  which  only  an  ablirad  had  been 
then  publifhed.  Yet  he  does  not 
think  Sanchoniatho  of  much  autho¬ 
rity  ;  but  imputes  his  inaccuracy 
and  barrennefs  to  mifinformation, 
and  want  of  materials  ;  and  regards 
Jits  bock,  as  one  of  the  venerable 
reliques  of  rude  antiquity,  and  the 
work  of  one,  who  had  miffied  the 
truth,  rather  than  concealed  it. 

Elis  obfervat'ions  on  that  build¬ 
ing,  which  is  called  the  temple  of 
Dagcn,  removes  part  of  the  diffi¬ 
culty  which  prefents  itfelf  in  the 
narration  of  the  manner  in  which 
Samfcn  dedroyed  it. 

In  1725,  the  Earl  refigned  the 
great  feal,  which  resignation  was 
loon  followed  with  an  impeach¬ 
ment  by  the  houfe  of  commons  fcnt 
up  to  the  lords.  The  ground  of 


this  impeachment,  according  to 
Dr.  Pearce,  was  as  follows  :  Jn  the 
South  Sea  year,  the  money  of  the 
fuitors  in  chancery  was,  by  ancient 
cufom,  ordered  by  the  lord  chan¬ 
cellor  to  be  paid  to  the  matter  in 
chancery,  in  court.  Mr.  Dormer, 
one  of  the  makers,  had  trafficked 
with  the  fuitors  money  in  ’Change- 
Alley,  and,  dying  foon  after,  his 
accounts  were  found  to  be  deficient 
60, cool.  This  raifed  a  violent 

commotion  againd  Lord  Maccles¬ 
field,  efpecially  among  fome  who 
had  perfonal  refentments.  The 
late  king  was  then  Prince  of  Wales, 
had  lived  feparately  from  his  fa¬ 
ther,  as  he  had  been  ordered  to  do, 
and  the  education  of  his  children 
had  been  detained  from  him,  upon, 
an  opinion  then  given  by  ten  of  the 
twelve  judges,  called  together,  at 
his  majeffy’s  command,  by  Lord 
Macclesfield,  upon  this  queftion  ; 
Whether  the  education  of  the  grand¬ 
children  did  belong  to  their  grand¬ 
father,  as  fiver eign,  or  to  the  Prince 
of  Wales  as  father?  The  anfvver  of 
the  judges  being  not  pleufing  to 
the  prince,  he  bore  it  with  refent- 
ment;  and  when  the  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons  took  the  affair  of  the  fuitors 
money  into  consideration,  all  the 
members  who  paid  their  court  at 
Leiceder- Houfe  joined  in  the  out¬ 
cry,  and  came  into  the  impeach¬ 
ment.  Lord  Macclesfield  was 
tried  by  the  houfe  of  loids,  was 
declared  guilty,  and  received  a  fe- 
vere  judgment.  He  was  fined 
30,000!.  (though  he  had  before 
paid  iGjOOol.  into  chancery,)  upon 
an  unrepealed  ancient  datute,  and 
duefted  to  he  confined  in  the 
lower  till  the  money  fhould  be 
paid  ;  which  was  foon  done.  The 
king,  fully  fenfible  of  the  hardfhip 
of  the  fen  fence,  and  that  it  had 
B  2  been 
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been  incurred  chiefly  on  his  account, 
informed  Lord  Macclesfield,  that  he 
intended  to  repay  the  Turn  out  of 
bis  privy  purfe,  as  fa  ft  as  he  could 
fpare  the  money.  Within  twelve 
months  his  lordfhip  received  1000I. 
and  the  next  year  a  meflage  from 
Sir  Robert  Walpole  informed  him, 
that  he  might  lend  for  2000I .  more  ; 
but  the  king’s  death  happening  be¬ 
fore  his  lordfhip  fent  for  the  latter 
fum,  the  former  was  all  he  ever 
received  from  the  intended  bounty 
of  his  gracious  mailer. 

Lord  Macclesfield  lived  to  the 
year  1732,  and  then  died  of  a  fup- 
preffion  of  urine.  Upon  his  ask¬ 
ing  if  his  pbyfician  was  gone,  and 
being  told  that  he  was,  he  replied, 
And  I  am  going  too ,  but  /  nvill  clofs 
my  eye  lids  my f elf,  which  he  did, 
and  in  a  few  moments  expired. 
After  feveral  difappointments,  the 
deanry  of  Wincheiler  becoming 
vacant,  Dr.  Pearce  was  appointed 
dean  in  1739, *  anf^  *n  year 
1744  lie  was  elected  prolocutor  of 
the  lower  houfe  of  convocation  for 
the  province  of  Canterbury.  His 
friends  now  began  to  think  of  him 
for  the  epifcopal  dignity,  but  Mr. 
Dean’s  language  rather  declined  it. 
However,  after  feveral  difficulties 
had  been  flatted  and  removed,  he 
confented  to  accept  the  bifhoprick 


of  Bangor,  and  promifed  Lord 
Hardwicke  to  “  do  it  with  a  good 
grace.”  He  accordingly  made 
proper  acknowledgements  of  the 
royal  goodnefs,  and  was  conie- 
crated,  Feb.  12,  1748.  Upon  the 
declining  -flare  of  health  of  Dr. 
Wiieocks,  Biinop  of  Rocheiler,  the 
Biffiop  of  Bangor  was  feveral  times 
applied  to  by  Archbiffiop  Herring 
to  accept  of  Rochefjfer,  and  the 
deanry  of  Weft  miniler,  in  ex¬ 
change  for  Bangor,  but  the  biffiop 
then  firll  fignified  his  defire  to  ob^ 
tain  leave  to  refsgn,  and  retire  to  a 
private  life.  His  lordfhip,  how¬ 
ever,  upon  being  preiled,  buffered 
himlelf  to  be  prevailed  upon  : — - — 
‘c  My  Lord,  (laid  he  to  the  Duke 
of  Newcaflle,)  your  grace  offers 
thefe  dignities  to  me  in  fo  generous 
and  friendly  a  manner,  that  I  pro- 
mife  you  to  accept  them.”  Upon 
the  death  of  Biffiop  Wiieocks  he 
was  accordingly  promoted  to  the 
fee  of  Rocheiler,  and  deahrv  of 
Weft  mi  niter,  in  1776.  Biffiop 
Sherlock  died  in  1761,  and  Lord 
Bath  offered  his  interell  for  getting 
the  Biffiop  of  Rocheiler  appointed 
to  fueceed  him  in  the  diocefe  of 
London,  but  the  biffiop  told  his 
lord flii p,  that  he  had  determined 
never  to  be  Biffiop  of  London,  or 
Archbiffiop  of  Canterbury. 


*  As  foon  as  it  was  known  that  the  doctor  was  to  be  dean  of  Wincheiler,  his 
fiiend  Mix  Pultney  came  to  congratulate  him  on  the  occafion,  and  among 
other  things  which  he  then  faid,  one  was,  “  Dr.  Pearce,  though  you  may 
think  that  others,  b elides  Sir  Robert,  have  contributed  to  get  you  this  dignity, 
yet  you  may  depend  upon  it  that  he  is  all  in  all,  and  that  you  owe  it  entirely 
U  his  good-will  towards  you;  and  therefore  as  I  am  now  fo  engaged  in  oppo- 
fitJon  to  him,  it  may  happen  that  fome  who  are  of  our- party,  may,  if  there 
mould  be  any  oppofition  for  members  of  Parliament  at  Wincheiler,  prevail  up¬ 
on  me  to  defire  you  to  a£l  there  in  afilftance  of  fome  friend  of  ours,  and  Sir 
Robert,  at  the  fame  time  may  afk  your  afilftance  in  the  ele£lion  for  a  friend 
of  his  own,  againft  one  whom  we  recommend:  I  tell  you,  therefore,  before¬ 
hand,  that  if  you  comply.with  my  requefl,  rather  than  Sir  Robert’s,  to  whom 
you  are  fo  very  much  obliged,  i  fhali  have  the  worfe  opinion  of  you.” 
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In  the  year  1763,  his  lordfhip 
being  feventy-three  years  old,  and 
finding  hirnfelf  lef s  ht  for  the  bufi- 
nefs  of  his  itarions  as  bifhop  and 
dean,  informed  his  Fiend*  Lord 
Bath,  of  his  intention  to  refign 
both ,  and  live  in  a  retired  manner 
upon  his  private  fortune.  Lord 
Bath  undertook  to  acquaint  his  ma- 
jefly,  who  named  a  day  and  hour, 
when  the  bifhop  was  admitted  alone 
into  the  clofet.  lie  told  the  king, 
that  he  wifhed  to  have  home  inter¬ 
val  between  the  fatigues  of  bufir.efs 
and  eternity,  and  defired  his  ma- 
jeity  to  confult  proper  perfons  about 
the  propriety  and  legality  of  his 
refignation.  In  about  two  months 
the  king  informed  him,  that  Lord 
Pvlansheld  faw  no  objection,  and 
that  Lord  Northingtpn,  who  had 
been  doubtful,  on  farther  confi- 
deration  thought,  that  the  reqaeft 
might  be  complied  with.  Unfor¬ 
tunately  for  the  bifhop,  Lord  Bath 
applied  for  Bifhop  Newton  to  fuc- 
ceed.  This  alarmed  the  miniltry, 
who  thought  that  no  dignities 
•  fhould  be  obtained  but  through 
their  hands.  They,  therefore,  op¬ 
posed  the  refignation,  and  his  ma- 
jefty  was  informed  that  the  bifhops 
difliked  the  deiign.  His  majefty 
fent  to  him  again,  and  at  a  third 
audience  told  him,  that  he  mu  ft 
think  no  more  of  refigning.  The 
bifhop  replied,  “  Sir,  l  am  all 
duty  and  lubmiflion,”  and  then  re¬ 
tired.* 


5 

In  1 76S  he  obtained  leave  to 
refign  the  deanry  ;  in  1773  he  loft 
his  lady,  and  after  foine  months  of 
lingering  decay,  he  died  at  Little 
Ealing,  June  29,  1774.  Being 
afked  one  day  how  he  could  live 
with  fo  little  nutriment  ?  /  live 

laid  he,  upon  the  recolleBion  of  an 
innocent  and  njjell  /pent  lifet  nvhich 
is  my  only  fnfenance. 

This  eminent  prelate  diftinguifh- 
ed  himfelf  in  every  part  of  his  life 
by  the  virtues  proper  to  his  ftation, 
His  literary  abilities,  and  applica¬ 
tion  to  facred  and  philological 
learning,  will  appear  by  the  fol¬ 
lowing  catalogue  of  his  works.  A 
Thankfgiving  Sermon  for  Pre- 
fervation  from  the  Plague,  before 
the  Lord-Mayor  and  Aldermen, 
1723. —  A  Farewell  Sermon,  on 
quitting  the  Redtory  of  St.  Bartho¬ 
lomew’s,  1723-4. —A  Sermon  at 
the  Confecration  of  St.  Martin’s 
Church,  061.  20,  1726.— -A  Ser¬ 
mon  on  the  Propagation  of  the 
Gofpel,  1729-30.-— A  Sermon  on 
Self-Murder,  1734.  — A  Sermon  on 
the  Subjedl  of  Charity-Schools, 
i73^,— C'oncio  ad  Synodum  Cleri, 
in  Provincia  Cant,  habita,  1 74. 1 . — ■ 
A  Spinal  Sermon,  at  St.  Bride’s, 
1743.  —  A  Sermon  before  the  Lords, 
Jan.  30,  1748-9.  —  A  Fail  Sermon 
before  the  Lords,  in  Weftminfter- 
Abbey,  March  14,  1760.— A  Ju¬ 
bilee  Sermon,  in  ditto,  June  3, 
1760.— Three  Letters  in  the  Guar¬ 
dian  and  Spedlator,  mentioned 


*  With  refpeS:  to  the  bifhop’s  earned:  defire  of  refigning  his  preferments,  the 
editor  (his  lordfhip’s  chaplain)  obferves,  that  it  gave  occasion  to  much  difqui- 
fition  and  conjecture.  *  As  it  could  not  be  founded  in  avarice,  it  was  fought 
in  vanity,  and  Dr.  Pearce  was  ful peeled  as  afpiring  to  the  antiquated  praife  of 
contempt  of  wealth,  and  defire  of  retirement.’  But  the  editor,  who  had  the 
belt  opportunities  of  judging,  feems  ftrongly  perfuaded,  that  the  intended  re¬ 
fignation  proceeded  from  the  caufes  publicly  alledged,  a  defire  of  difmiflion 
fiom  public  cares,  and  of  opportunity  for  more  continued  f-tudy.  Some  of  the 
jjifhop’s  manuferipts  confirm  him  in  this  opinion, 

E  3  • 


above* 
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above. — Cicero  de  Oratore,  1716, 
1732,  1746,  177 1  .—Longinus  de 

Sublimitate,  1724,  1732,  1733, 
3732,  1762,  1773.  —  Cicero  de  Of¬ 
fice's,  1745,  1  j(- 1  .—An  Account 
of  Trinity  College,  Cambridge, 
pamph.  1720.  Epiflolac  due  de 
editions  N.  T.  a  Bentleio  iui;  ep.a, 
de  corrupts  epiftolarum  N.  T.  lo 


as,  & 
clergy  < 


-  / 


on  account  cf  the  Source  from  which 
they  are  derived ,  as  forming  an 
authentic  Supplement  to  the  Account 
we  gave  of  the  Author  in  our  lajl 
Volume .  * 

T T  is  difficult  for  a  man  to  fpeak 
Jh  longof  himfelf  without  vanity  ; 
therefore,  i  fhajl  be  fhort.  It  may 
1.  — A  Letter  to  the  be  thought  an  inflance  of  vanity 
fht  church  of  England,  that  I  pretend  at  all  to  write  my 
on  occafiou  of  the  Iilijop  of  Ro  Ms;  but  this  narrative  iha'U  con- 
chefter’s  cornrnitn  ent  to  the  Tower, 

2  d  ■.  e  d .  1772 ; —  T  h  c  fa  m  e  1 n  F  r  e  n  r  h . 

— Miracles  of  Jcfus  vindicated* 

1727  and  1728.- -  A  Review  of  the 
Text  of  Milton,  1  33. — Two  Let¬ 
ters  again!!  Dr.  Middleton,  ocea- 
iioned  by  the  doctor’s  letter  to 
Waterland,  on  the  publication  of 
his  treatife,  in  tit  bed  Scripture  Vin¬ 
dicated,  3d  edit.  1752.— 

Since  bis  death  a  commentary 


tain  little  more  than  the  hiftory  of 
my  writings ;  a?,  indeed,  alraoft 
all  my  life  has  been  (pent  in  lite¬ 
rary  purfi:  its  and  occupations.  The 
fir  A  fucceh-  of  moB  of  my  writings 
was  not  fitch  as  to  he  an  cbjedt 
of  vanity. 

I  w;  born  the  26  th  of  April 
17  i  l,  old  it  vie,  at  Edinburgh. — • 
I  palled  through  the  ordinary  courfe 
of  education  with  fuccefs,  and  was 
with  notes  on  the  four  Evangelifts  feized  very  early  with  a  paffion  for 
and  the  A£ts  of  the  ApoiLes;  to-  literature,  which  has  been  the  rul- 
gether  with  a  new  tranflation  of  ing  paffion  of  my  life,  and  the 
St.  Paul’s  fir  ft  E  pi  file  to  the  Co-  great  fource  of  iny  enjoyments, 
rinthians,  with  a  paraphrafe  and  My  fludicus  difpofition,  my  fo- 
jiotes,  have  been  publilhed,  with  briety,  and  my  induilry,  gave  my 
his  life  prefixed,  from  original  family  a  notion  that  the  law  was 
MSS.  in  2  vol.  4?o.  by  his  Lord-  a  proper  profeffion  for  me  ;  but  I 
ihip’s  chaplain,  John  Derby,  A.  M.  found  an  u nfurmoun table  averfion 

to  every  thing  but  the  purfuits  of 

. — - - - — - -  philofophy  and  general  learning  ; 

and  while  they  fancied  I  was  por- 
Ektradis  from  the  Life  of  David  ing  upon  Voet  and  Vinntus,  Ci- 
Hume,  Efq\  written  by  himfelf.  cero  and  Virgil  were  the  authors 

which  I  was  lecretly  devouring. 

fThefe  Memoirs ,  as  we  are  told  in  an  My  very  flender  fortune,  how- 
Ad-Xsertifement  by  the  Editor*  were  ever,  being  unfuitable  to  this  plan 
written  by  Mr .  Hume,  a  few  of  life,  and  my  health  being  a  lit- 
JVlonths  before  his  Death ,  and  in  a  tie  broken  by  my  ardent  appli- 
Codicil  to  his  Will  they  are  order-  cation,  I  was  tempted,  or  rather 
ed  to.be prefixed  to  the  next  Edition  forced,  to  make  a  very  feeble 
cf  his  Works .  We  flatter  ourf elves  trial  for  entering  into  a  more  aflive 
therefore  that  they  will  not  be  unac-  feene  of  life.  In  1 7  74,  I  went 
ceptable  to  cur  Readers ,  as  well  to  Briilol,  with  fome  'recommen- 


#  Vid.  Ann.  Reg,  Vol.  xix.  p.  27, 
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dations  to  eminent  merchants,  but  during  that  time  made  a  confider- 


in  a  few  months  found  that  fcene 
totally  unfuitable  to  me.  I  went 
over  to  France,  with  a  view  of  pro- 
fecuting  my  iludies  in  a  country 
retreat  ;  and  l  there  laid  that  plan 
of  life,  which  I  have  Head i ly  and 
fuccefsfully  purfued. 

During  my  retreat  in  France, 
firft  at  Reims,  but  chiefly  at  La 
Fleche,  in  Anjou,  I  compofed  my 
’Treat if e  of  Human  Nature,  After 
palling  three  years  very  agreeably 
in  that  country,  I  came  over  to 
London  in  1737.  In  the  end  of 
1738,  I  publifhed  my  Treat; fe, 
and  immediately  went  down  to  mv 
mother  and  my  brother,  who  lived 
at  his  country-houle,  and  was  em¬ 
ploying  himfelf  very  judicioufly 
and  fuccefsfully  in  the  improve¬ 
ment  of  his  fortune. 

Never  literary  attempt  was  more 
unfortunate  than  my  Treatife  of 
Human  Nature,  it  fell  dead-born 
from  the  prejs ,  without  reaching 
fuch  diftindtion,  as  even  to  excite 
a  murmur  among  the  zealots.  But 
being  naturally  of  a  cheerful  and 
fanguine  temper,  I  very  loon  teco- 
vered  the  blow,  and  profecuted 
with  great  ardour  my  fludies  in 
the  country.  In  1743.,  X  printed 
at  Edinburgh  the  firft  part  of  my 
Effays :  the  work  was  favourably 
received,  and  foon  made  me  en¬ 
tirely  forget  my  former  diiappoint- 
ment. 

In  1745,  I  received  a  letter  from 
the  Marquis  of  Annandale,  invit- 
ing_me  to  come  and  live  with  him 
in  England  ;  I  found  alfo,  that  the 
friends  and  family  of  that  young 
nobleman  were  denrous  of  putting 
him  under  my  care  and  direction, 
for  the  ftate  of  his  mind  and  health 
required  it. — 1  lived  with  him  a 
twelvemonth.  My  appointments 


able  acceffion  to  my  fmall  fortune. 

1  then  received  an  invitation  from 
General  St.  Clair  to  attend  him 
as  a  fecretary  to  his  expedition, 
which  was  at  firft  meant  againft 
Canada,  but  ended  in  an  incurfion 
on  the  coaft  of  France.  Next  year, 
to  wit,  1747,  I  received  an  invi¬ 
tation  from  the  General  to  attend 
him  in  the  fameflation  in  his  mi¬ 
litary  embaffy  to  the  courts  of 
Vienna  and  Turin.  I  then  wore 
the"  uniform  of  an  officer,  and  was 
introduced  at  thefe  courts  as  aid- 
de-camp  to  the  general,  along  with 
Sir  Harry  Erfkine  and  Captaia 
Grant,  now  General  Grant. 

I  had  always  entertained  a  no¬ 
tion,  that  my  want  of  fuccefs  in 
publifhing  the  Treatife  of  Human 
Nature,  had  proceeded  more  from 
the  manner  than  the  matter,  and 
that  I  had  been  guilty  of  a  very 
ufual  indifcretion,  in  going  to  vthe 
prefs  too  early.  I,  therefore,  caft 
the  firft  part  of  that  work  anew  in 
the  Enquiry  concerning  Human. 
Underftanding,  which  was  publifh^ 
ed  while  I  was  at  Turin.  But  this 
piece  was  at  firft  little  more  fuc- 
cefsful  than  the  Treatife  of  Human 
Nature.  On  my  return  from  Italy, 

I  had  the  mortification  to  find  all 
England  in  a  ferment,  on  account 
of  Dr.  Middletqn’s  Free  Enquiry, 
while  my  performance  was  entirely 
overlooked  and  negledted.  A  new 
edition,  which  had  been  publifhed 
at  London  of  my  Effays,  moral 
and  political,  met  not  with  a  much 
better  reception. 

Such  is  the  force  of  natural 
temper,  that  thefe  difappointments 
made  little  or  noimpreffion  on  me, 
1  went  down  in  1749,  anc^ 
two  years  with  my  brother  at  Iiis 
country-houfe,  for  my  mother  was 
B  4  now 
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now  dead.  I  there  compofed  the 
fiecond  part  of  my  Effays,  which  I 
called  Political  Difcoiarles,  ana  alio 
my  Enquiry  concerning  the  Prin¬ 
ciples  of  Morals,  which  is  another 
part  of  my  Treatife  that  I  call: 
anew.  Meanwhile,  my  book  fel- 
Jer,  A.  Millar,  informed  me,  that 
my  former  publications  (all  but 
the  unfortunate  Treatife)  were  be¬ 
ginning  to  be  the  fuhjedl  of  con¬ 
versation  ;  that  the  i ale  of  them 
was  gradually  increafing,  and  that 
new  editions  were  demanded.  An- 
fwers  by  Reverends,  and  Right 
Reverends,  came  cut  two  or  three 
in  a  year;  and  I  found,  by  Dr. 
Warburton’s  railing',  that  the  books 
were  beginning  to  be  elteemed  in 
good  company. 

In  1 755,  I  removed  from  the 
country  to  the  town,  the  true  fcene 
for  a  man  of  letters.  In  1752, 
were  publifhed  at  Edinburgh,  where 
I  then  lived,  my  Political  Dif- 
courfes,  the  only  work  of  mine 
that  was  fuccefsful  on  the  fir  ft 
publication.  It  was  well  received 
abroad  and  at  home.  In  the  fame 
year  was  publifhed  a',  London,  my 
Enquiry  concerning  the  Principles 
of  Morals  ;  which,  in  my  own  opi¬ 
nion  (who  ought  not  to  judge  on 
that  fubjedl),  is  of  all  my  vyritings, 
hiflorica],  philofophical,  or  lite¬ 
rary,  incomparably  the  beft.  It 
came  unnoticed  and  unobferved 
into  the  world. 

In  1762,  the  Faculty  of  Advo¬ 
cates  chofe  me  their  Librarian,  an 
office  from  which  I  received  little 
or  no  emolument,  but  which  gave 
me  the  command  of  a  large  libra¬ 
ry.  I  then  formed  the  plan  of 
writing  the  Elillory  of  England; 
but  being  frightened  with  the 
notion  of  continuing'  a  narrative 
through  a  period  of  1700  years, 
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I  commenced  with  the  acceffioti 
of  the  Houfe  of  Stuart,  an  epoch 
when,  I  thought,-  the  mifrepre- 
feritations  of  faction  began  chiefly 
to  take  place.  I  was,  1  own,  ian- 
goine  in  my  expectations  of  the 
luocefs  of  this  work.  1  thought 
that  I  was  the  only  biftorian,  that 
had  at  once  negle&ed  prefen t 
power,  intereir,  and  authority,  and 
the  cry  of  popular  prejudices  ;  and 
as  the  fubjebt  was  iuited  to  eery 
capacity,  I  expected  proportional 
applaufe.  But  miferable  was  my 
di  {appoint  meat  ;  I  was  a  flailed  by 
one  cry  of  reproach,  dil approba¬ 
tion,  a  red  even  detection  ;  Eng- 
fdh,  Scotch,  and  Irifh  Vv  big  and 
T o r y ,  churchman  an d  1  e cl a r y ,  fi r e e - 
thinker  and  rel i gioniii ,  patriot  and 
courtier  united  in  their  rage  againit 
the  many  who  had  re  fumed  to 
ihed  a  generous  tear  for  the  fate  of 
Charles  1.  and  the  Earl  of  Straf¬ 
ford  :  and  after  the  foil  ebullitions 
of  their  fury  were  over,  wha:  was 
ftill  more  mortifying,  the  book 
feemed  to  link  into  oblivion*  Mr. 
Millar  told  me,  that  ir  a  twelve- 
month  he  fold  only  forty -five  co¬ 
pies  of  it.  I  fcatcely,  indeed, 
heard  of  one  man  in  the  hree 
kingdoms,  confiderable  for  rank 
or  letters,  that  could  endure  the 
bock.  I  mufi  only  except  the  pri¬ 
mate  of  England,  Dr.  Herr  rig,  and 
the  primate  of  Ireland,  Dr.  Stone, 
which  feem  two  odd  exceptions. 
Thefe  dignified  prelates  feparately 
fefct  me  meffages  not  to  be  difeou- 
raged. 

I  was,  however,  I  confefs,  dif- 
couraged-;  and  had  net  the  war 
been  at  that  time  breaking  out 
between  France  and  England,  I 
had  certainly  retired  to  foffie  pro¬ 
vincial  town  of  the  forme!  king¬ 
dom,  have  changed  my  name,  and 

■never 
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never  more  have  returned  to  my 
native  country.  But  as  this  fcheme 
was  not  now  pra&icable,  and  the 
fubfequent  volume  was  confiderably 
advanced,  I  refolved  to  pick  up 
courage  and  to  perfevere. 

In  tiiis  interval,  I  publilhed  at 
London  my  Natural  Hiilory  of  Re¬ 
ligion,  along  with  fome  other  fmall 
pieces:  i : s  public  entry  was  ra¬ 
ther  obfeure,  except  only  that  Dr. 
Hurd  *  wrote  a  pamphlet  againft 
it,  with  all  the  illiberal  petulence, 
r.rrogance,  and  feurrility,  which 
diiiinguifh  the  Warburtonian  fchool. 
This  pamphlet  gave  me  fome  con- 
lolation  for  rhe  otherwife  indiffe¬ 
rent  reenprion  of  my  performance. 

In  t  7  c  6 ,  two  years  after  the  fall 
of  the  firll  volume,  was  publi filed 
the  fecor.d  volume  of  my  Hiilory, 
containing  the  period  from  the 
death  of  Charles  I,  till  the  Revo¬ 
lution.  This  performance  hap¬ 
pened  to  give  lefs  dilpleafure  to 
the  Whigs,  and  was  better  re¬ 
ceived.  It  not  only  rofe  itfelf,  but 
helped  to  buoy  up  its  unfortunate 
brothers. 

But  though  I  had  been  taught  by 
experience,  that  the  Whig  party 
were  in  pofteftion  of  bellowing  all 
places,  both  in  the  Hate  and  in  li¬ 
terature,  I  was  fo  little  inclined  to 
yield  to  their  fenfelefs  clamour, 
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that  in  above  a  hundred  alterations, 
which  farther  lludy,  reading,  or 
reflediion  engaged  me  to  make  in. 
the  reigns  of  the  two  firll  Stuarts, 
I  have  made  all  of  them  invariably 
to  the  Tory  fide.  It  is  ridiculous 
to  confider  the  Englifh  conllitution 
before  that  period  as  a  regular  plan 
of  liberty. 

In  17^9,  I  publilhed  myJHiftory 
of  the  Houfe  of  Tudor.  The  cla¬ 
mour  againft  this  performance  was 
almoll  equal  to  that  againft  the 
Hiilory  of  the  two  firll  Sluarts. 
The  reign  of  Elifabeth  was  par¬ 
ticularly  obnoxious.  But  I  was  now 
callous  againll  the  impreffions  of 
public  folly,  and  continued  very 
peaceably  and  contentedly,  in  my 
retreat  at  Edinburgh,  to  finifh",  in 
two  volumes,  the  more  early  part 
of  the  Englifh  Hiilory,  which  I 
gave  to  the  public  in  1761,  with 
tolerable,  and  but  tolerable,  fuc- 
cefs. 

The  author  being  now,  as'he  in¬ 
forms  us,  turned  of  fifty,  and  hav¬ 
ing  obtained  by  the  fale  of  his 
books,  a  competent  and  indepen¬ 
dent  fortune,  he  retired  into  his 
native  country  of  Scotland,  deter¬ 
mined  never  more  to  fet  his  foot  out  of 
it .  From  this  refolution  he  was 
however  diverted  by  the  Earl  of 
Hertford,  whom  he  attended,  as 


*  The  title  of  the  pamphlet  alluded  to  is — Remarks  on  Mr.  David  Hume's 
EJJay  on  the  Natural  Hifory  of  Religion.  Add  refed  to  the  Rev.  Dr.  War  burton. 
— Since  the  appearance  of  Mr.  Hume’s  Life,  a  new  edition  of  this  performance 
has  been  publilhed,  with  the  following  advertilement  from  the  bookfeller  to 
the  reader. 

“  The  following  is  fuppofed  to  be  the  pamphlet  referred  to  by  the  late  Mr. 
David  Hume,  in  page  ax,  of  his  Life,  as  being  written  by  Dr.  Hurd.  Upon 
my  applying  to  the  bilhop  of  Litchfield  and  Conventry  for  his  permifiion  tore- 
publilh  it,  he  very  readily  gave  me  his  confent.  His  Lordlhip  only  added,  he 
was  forry  he  could  not  take  himfelf  the  WHOLE  infamy  of  the  charge  brought 
againft  him;  but  that  he  ihould  hereafter,  if  he  thought  it  worth  his  while, 
explain  himfelf  more  particularly  on  that  fubjeft. 

“  Strand}  March ,  1777. 


T.  CABELL.” 
fecretary. 


10 


A  N  N  U  A  L  R  EG  1STE  R,  1 777. 

what  It ric ken  in  years,  with  the 


Secretary,  on  his  embafiy  to  Paris 
in  the  year  1763.  He  gives  us  the 
following  account  of  his  reception 
in  that  capital. 

Thole  who  have  not  feen  the 
Grange  effects  of  modes,  will  ne¬ 
ver  imagine  the  reception  I  met 
with  at  Paris,  from  men  and  wo¬ 
men  of  all  ranks  and  ftations.  The 
more  I  refiled  from  their  e'xceffive 
civilities,  the  more  I  was  loaded 
with  them.  There  is,  however, 
a  real  fatisfadlion  in  living  at  Pans, 
from  the  great  number  of  feniible, 
knowing,  and  polite  company  with 
which  that  city  abounds  above 
all  places  in  the  univerfe.  I 
thought  once  of  fettling  there  for 
life. 

1  was  appointed  fecretary  to  the 
embaffy  ;  and,  in  fummer  1765, 
Lord  Hertford  left  me,  being  ap¬ 
pointed  Lord  Lie  men  ant  of  Ire¬ 
land.  I  was  charge  d'affaires  till 
the  arrival  of  the  Duke  ot  Rich- 
jtnond,  towards  the  end  of  the  year. 
In  the  beginning  of  1766,  I  left 
Paris,  and  next  fummer  went  to 
Edinburgh,  with  the  fame  view  as 
formerly,  of  burying  myfelf  in  a 
philofophical  retreat.  I  returned 
to  that  place,  not  richer,  but  with 
much  moire  money,  and  a  much  lar¬ 
ger  income,  by  means  of  Lord  Hert¬ 
ford’s  friendihip,  than  I  left  it  ; 
and  I  was  defirous  of  Tying  what 
fuperfluity  could  produce,  as  I  had 
formerly  made  an  experiment  cf  a 
competency.  But,  in  1767,  1  re¬ 

ceived  from  Mr.  Conway  an  invi¬ 
tation  to  be  Under- fecretary  ;  and 
this  invitation,  both  the  character 
of  the  perron,  and  my  connexions 
with  Lord  Hertford,  prevented  me 
from  declining.  I  returned  to 
Edinburgh  in  1769,  very  opulent 
(for  I  poffeffed  a  revenue  of  ibeol, 
^year),  healthy,  and  though  fome- 


profpefl  of  enjoying  long  my  eafe, 
and  of  feeing  the  increafe  of  my 
reputation. 

fn  fpring,  1775,  I  was  il-ruck 
with  a  diforder  in  my  bowels, 
which  at  fir  It  gave  me  no  alarm, 
but  has  hnce,  as  I  apprehend  it, 
become  mortal  and  incurable.  I 
now  reckon  upon  a  fpeedy  diffo- 
Iotion.  I  have  buffered  very  little 
pain  from  my  diforder;  and  what 
is  more  ilrange,  have,  nothwith- 
itanding  the  great  decline  of  my 
perfon,  never  buffered  a  moment’s 
abatement  of  my  fpirits  ;  info- 
much,  that  were  I  to  name  the 
period  of  rny  life,  which  I  ihould 
moil;  chooie  to  pafs  ever  again,  f 
might  be  tempted  to  point  to  this 
later  period.  I  poffefs  the  fame 
ardour  as  ever  in  ftudy,  and  the 
fame  gaiety  in  company,  I  con- 
fider,  befides,  that  a  man  of  fixty- 
five,  by  dying,  cuts  off  only  a  few 
years  of  infirmities  ;  and  though 
I  fee  many  fymptom;  of  my  litera¬ 
ry  reputation's  breaking  out  at  1  ait 
wfh  ad  fional  luitie,  I  know  that 
I  could  have  but  few  year*  to  en¬ 
joy  it  It  is  difficult  to  be  more 
de "ached  from  life  than  1  am  at 
prefen  f. 

To  conclude  hiflorically  with 
my  own  cb racier,  I  am,  or  ra¬ 
ther  was  (for  that  is  the  ftyle 
I  moil  now  ufe  in  ipeaktng  of 
my  if  if,  which  emboldens  me  the 
more  to  foeak  tuv  fentiments)  ; 
I  was,  I  fay,  a  man  of  mild 
difpofi tions,  of  command  of  tem¬ 
per,  of  an  open,  focial,  and  cheer¬ 
ful  humour,  capable  of  attach¬ 
ment,  but  little  fufceptible  of 
enmity,  and  of  great  moderation 
in  all  my  paffions.  Even  my 
love  of  literary  fame,  my  ruling 
pailiona  sever  {cured  my  tem¬ 
per* 
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per*,  notwithstanding  my  frequent 
difappointments.  My  company 
was  not  unacceptable  to  the  young 
and  carelefs,  as  well  as  to  the  It u- 
dious  and  literary  ;  and  as  I  took  a 
particular  pleafure  in  the  company 
of  model!:  women,  I  had  no  realon 
to  be  aifpleafed  with  the  reception 
*1  met  with  from  them.  In  a  word, 
though  moll  men  any  wile  eminent, 
have  found  reafon  to  complain  of 
calumny,  I  never  was  touched,  or 
even  attacked  by  her  baleful  tooth  : 
and  though  I  wantonly  expofed 
myfelf  to  the  rage  of  both  civil  and 
religious  factions,  they  feemea  to 
be  difarmed  in  my  behalf  of  their 
wonted  fury.  My  friends  never 
had  occafion  to  vindicate  any  one 
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circumltance  of  my  charabter  and 
conduct  :  not  but  that  the  zealots, 
we  may  well  fuppofe,  would  have 
been  glad  to  invent  and  propagate 
any  ftory  to  my  difadvantage,  but 
they  could  never  find  any  which 
they  thought  would  wear  the  face 
of  probability.  I  cannot  fay  there 
is  no  vanity  in  making  this  fune¬ 
ral  oration  of  myfelf,  but  I  hope  it 
is  not  a  mifplaced  one  ;  and  this  is 
a  matter  of  fact  which  is  eafily 
cleared  and  afeertained. 


cl'he  following  Sketches  are  faid  to 
ha-ve  been  delineated  by  the  Pen  of 


the  late  Lera  Chefterfield.  In  or¬ 
der  to  make  the  Groupe  complete ,  we 
ha-Te  added  that  of  Lord  Chefler- 
field  bimfelf  by  another  Hand . 

Sir  Roeert  Walpole. 

I  Much  queftjen,  whether  an  im¬ 
partial  character  of  Sir  Pvobert 
Walpole  will  or  can  be  tranfmitted 
to  poflerity  :  for  he  governed  this 
kingdom  fo  long,  that  the  various 
paiiions  of  mankind  mingled  and 
in  a  manner  incorporated  them- 
felves  with  every  thing  that  was 
faid  cr  written  concerning  him. 
Never  was  man  more  flattered  or 
more  abufed  ;  and  his  long  power 
was  probably  the  caufe  of  both.  I 
was  much  acquainted  with  him 
both  in  his  public  and  private  life. 
I  mean  to  do  impartial  juftice  to 
his  character,  and  therefore  my 
piblure  of  him  will  perhaps  be 
more  like  him,  than  it  will  be  like 
any  of  the  other  pictures  drawn  of 
him. 

In  private  life  he  was  good-na- 
tured,  chearful,  focial;  inelegant 
in  his  manners,  looie  in  his  mo¬ 
rals,  he  had  a  coarfe  ftrong  wit, 
which  he  was  too  free  of  for  a  man 
in  his  ftation,  as  it  is  always  in- 
confiftept  with  dignity.  He  was 
very  able  as  a  minifter,  but  with¬ 
out  a  certain  elevation  of  mind, 
neceffary  for  great  good,  or  great 


*  The  author  of  a  letter  addreffed  to  Dr.  Smith,  and  faid  to  have  been 
written  by  a  dignitary  of  the  Univerfity  of  Oxford,  puts  the  following  queries 
to  him,  upon  this  point — tf  Was  there,  then,  any  fufpicion  in  Scotland,  that 
il  he  might  not,  at  times,  be  quite  fo  corrpofed  and  eafy  as  he  fhould  have 
<c  been  ?  Was  there  any  particular  book  ever  written  againft  him,  that  fhook 
“  his  fyflem  to  pieces  about  his  ears,  and  reduced  it  to  a  heap  of  ruins,  the 
‘c  fuccefs  and  eclat  of  which  might  be  fuppofed  to  have  hurt  his  mind,  and  to 
“  have  afFedred  his  health?  Was  there  ary  author ,  who {t  name  his  friends 
never  dared  mention  before  him,  and  warned  all  ftrangeis,  that  were  intro- 
l(  duced  to  him,  againft  doing  it,  becauie  he  never  failed,  when  by  any  acci- 
<c  dent  it  was  done,  to  fiy  out  into  a  tranfport  of  paflion  and  i’wearing  ? 

mifehief* 


t 
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imfcbief,  Profufe  and  appctent,  Befides  this  powerful  engine  of  : 
his  ambition  was  fubfervient  to  his  government,  he  had  a  moll  extra- 
deiign  of  making  a  great  fortune—-  ordinary  talent  of  perfuading  and 
He  had  more  of  the  Mazarin  than  working  men  op  to  his  purpofe — 
of  the  Richelieu— He  ’would  do  A  hearty  kind  of  fraiiknefs.  which 
mean  things  for  profit,  and  never  fometimes  feemed  imprudence, 
thoupht  of  doing  great  ones  for  made  people  think  that  he  let  them 
jvfory.  He  was  both  the  bed  par-  into  his  fecrets,  whiill  the  im~ 
jfiament-ovan,  and  the  ableiPma-  poiitenefs  of  his  manners  (eemed  to 
nagfer  Of  parliament,  that  I  believe  atteit  his  fincerity.  When  he 
ever  lived.  An  artful,  rather  than  found  an))  body ,  proof  again#  pe¬ 
el  oquent  fpeaker,  he  faw,  as  by  cuniary  temptations,  which,  alas  [ 
intuition,  the  difpofition  of  the  was  but  feldom,  he  had  recourfe 
houfe,  and  prefied  or  receded  ac-  to  a  fti.ll  wori’e  art  :  for  he  Laughed 
cordingly.  So  clear  in  dating  the  at  and  ri'dicuAu  all  notions  of  pub- 
sioll  intricate  matters,  efpecially  lie  virtue  and  the  love  of  one’s 
in  the  finances,  that,  whilfl  he  was  country,  calling  them  “  AW  chi- 
fpeaking,  the  mo  ft  ignorant  thought  merical  flchool  boy  flights  of  clajflcal 
that  they  underflood  what  they  learning  declaring  hihifelf  at  the 
really  did  not.  Money,  not  pie-  fame  time  “  No  Sain:,  no  Spartan, 
rogative,  W'as  the  chief  engine  of  no  Reformer He  would  frequent- 
his  adminiilration  ;  and  he  em-  ly  a'fk  young  fellows  at  their  fir# 
ployed  it  with  a  fuccefs,  which  in  a  appearance  in  the  world,  while 
manner  difgraced  humanity.*  He  their  hone#  hearts  were  yet  un- 
was  not,  it  is  true,  the  inventor  tainted— “  Well,  are  you  to  he  an 
of  that  fhameful  method  of  go-  old  Roman  ?  a  patriot  r  Ton'll  foon 
verning,  which  had  '  been  gaining  come  of  of  that  and  grow  wij'er 
ground  infenfibly  ever  fince  Charles  And  thus  he  whs  mote  dangerous  to 
the  Second,  but  with  uncommon  the  morals,  than  to  the  liberties  of 
.fkiil  and  unbounded  profufion  he  his  country,  to  which  I  am  per- 
fcrought  it  to  that  perfection  which  fuaded  that  he  meant  jno  ill  in  his 
at  this  time  difbonours  and  dif-  heart  f 

treffes  this  country,  and  which,  (if  He  was  the  eafy  and  profufe  dupe 
not  checked,  and  God  knows  how  of  women,  and  in  fome  inftances 
it  can  be  now  checked)  mu#  ruin  indecently  fo  —  He  was  exceffively 
it.  open  to  flattery,  even  of  the  groffeifc, 

*  Notwithflanding  his  avowed  principles  of  venality,  it  is  a  well  known  truth, 
that  heTometimcs  checked  the  mean  fervility  of  members  of  Parliament,  eipeA- 
aliy  thole  from  North  Britain. 

f  Though  it  cannot  he  denied  that  Sir  Robert  ruled  this  country  by  general 
corruption,  and  lucceeded  in  his  plans  of  government  by  temporary  expedients, 
there  was  a  decency  in  his  parliamentary  condubr,  of  which  we  now  lament  the 
total  abfence. 

Every  motion  during  his  adminiilration  was  treated  with  refpefl,  and  every 
quefdon  difeufied  with  feeming  fail  nets  and  impartiality.  The  parliamentary 
chiefs  were  ranged  on  both  hdes,  according  ro  their  fuppofed  merit  $  and 
engaged  each  other,  not  only  with  vigour,  but  with  that  liberality  which  be¬ 
comes  citizens.  T  here  was  then  no  rude  and  boiilerous  uproar,  no  boyifh  and 
tymuiluous  clamour  of  The  queflion!  the  queftion  ! 

kind  ? 
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kind,  and  from  the  coarfeft  bung¬ 
lers  of  that  vile  profeffion  ;  which 
engaged  him  to  pafs  ipo  ft  of  his 

Jo  O  *  ,  . 

leifure  and  jovial  hours  .with  peo¬ 
ple  whofe  blafted  characters  re¬ 
flected  upon  his  own  —  tie  was 
loved  by  many,  but  relpeCfed  by 
none,  his  familiar  and  illiberal 
mirth  and  raillery  leaving  him  no 
dignity  —  He  was  not  vindictive, 
but  on  the  contrary  very  placable 
to  t'nofe  who  had  injured  him  the 
moll — His  good  humour,  good  na¬ 
ture,  and  beneficence  in  the  leveral 
relations  of  father,  hufoand,  maf- 
ter,  and  friend,  gained  him  the 
warmeli  affections  of  all  within  that 
circle. 

His  name  will  not  be  recorded 
in  hiftorv  amongft  the  Beit  Men, 
or  the  Belt  Minifters,  but  much 
lefs  ought  it  to  be  ranked  amongft 
the  word:.* 


Mr.  Pulteney. 

MR.  Pulteney  was  formed  by 
nature  for  focial  and  convi¬ 
vial  pleafures  —  Refentmemt  made 
him  engage  in  oulmefs.  He  had 
thought  himfelf  flighted  by  Sir 
Robert  Walpole,  to  whom  he  pub¬ 
licity  avowed  not  only  revenge, 
but  utter  deftrudtion.  He  had 
lively  and  fhining  parts,  a  furpriz- 


*3 

ing  quicknefs  of  wit,  and  a  happy 
turn  to  the  molt  amufmg  and  enter¬ 
taining  kinds  of  poetry,  as  epi¬ 
grams,  ballads,  odes,  &c.  in  all 
which  he  had  an  uncommon  faci¬ 
lity.  His  compofitions  in  that  way 
were  fpmetimes  fatirical,  often  li¬ 
centious,  but  always  full  of  wit. 

He  had  a  quick  and  clear  con¬ 
ception  of  bufinefs,  could  equally 
detelt  and  praCtife  fophiftry  —  he 
could  Hate  and  explain  the  molt 
intricate  matters,  even  in  figures, 
with  the  utmoft  perfpicuity.  His 
paits  were  rather  above  bufinefs, 
and  the  warmth  of  his  imagination, 
joined  to  the  impetuofity  and  reft- 
leflhefs  of  his  temper,  made  him 
incapable  of  conducting  it  long  to¬ 
gether  with  prudence  and  fteadi- 
nefs. 

He  was  a  moft  complete  orator 
and  debater  in  the  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons,  eloquent,  entertaining,  per- 
fuafive,  ftrong,  and  pathetic,  as 
occafton  required  ;  for  he  had  ar¬ 
guments,  wit,  and  tears  at  his  com¬ 
mand.  His  breaft  was  the  feat  of 
all  thofe  pr-ftions  which  degrade  our 
nature  and  difturb  our  reafon. 
There  they  raged  in  a  perpetual 
conflict; ;  but  Avarice,  the  meaneft 
of  them  all,  generally  triumphed, 
ruled  abfolutely,  and  in  many  in- 
ftances,  which  I  forbear  to  men¬ 
tion,  mo  ft  fcandaloujly . 


*  No  minifter  was  ever  fo  liberal  in  rewarding  his  authors  as  W.  ft  has 
been  faid,  and  I  believe  proved  beyond  contradiction,  that  Arnall,  the  writer 
of  The  Britifh  Journal,  at  different  times,  had  iums  from  him  to  the  amount 
of  ten  thou  land  pounds.  The  Hightail  favour  from  the  prefs  was  lure  to  be 
amply  rewarded-;  of  which  the  following  is  a  remarkable  „,lh nee  --About 
the  year  1735,  feveral  very  fevere  pamphlets  were  puhiilhed  apmf.Wa.pole  * 
adminiftration.  Among  the  reft  was  a  poem  called--  Are  thele  things  lo  ? 

A  young  gentleman  of  about  nineteen  years  of  age,  took  it  into  his  head  to 
write  ananfwer  to  this  piece,  to  which  he  gave  the  title  of,  «  A  s,  they  are 
Sir  Robert  was  fo  pleafed  with  it,  though  but  a  flimfy  performanc:  t.,at  ■-  fent 
for  Roberts  the  publilher,  and  expreffed  his  great  fatisiaSion  at  the  cormhment 
paid  him,  by  giving  a  bank  hote  of  a  hundred  pounds;  which  he  defired  the 
publifher  to  prefent  with  his  compliments  to  the  authoi. 


\ 
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His  fudden  paffion  was  ouyfage- 
ous,  but  fupported  by  great  perfo- 
nal  courage. 

Nothing  exceeded  his  ambition 
but  his  avarice;  they  often  accom¬ 
pany  and  are  frequently  and  reci¬ 
procally  the  caufes  and  the  effect s 
of  each  other,  but  the  latter  is  al¬ 
ways  a  clog  upon  the  former. 

He  affebted,  good  nature  and 
eompaffion,  and  perhaps  his  heart 
might  feel  the  misfortunes  and  dif- 
t relies  of  his  fellow-creatures,  but 
his  hand  was  feldom  or  never 
fbetcbed  oat  to  relieve  them. 

Though  he  was  an  able  abler  of 
truth  and  fmcerity,  he  could  occa- 
fionally  lay  them  afide  to.  ferve  the 
purpofes  of  his  ambition  or  ava¬ 
rice.* 

He  was  once  in  the  greateil 
point  of  view  that  I  ever  faw  any 
fubjedl  in.  When  the  opposition, 
of  which  he  was  the  leader  in  the 
houfe  of  commons,  prevailed  at 
Jail:  againll  Sir  Robert  Walpole,  he 
became  the  arbiter  between  the 
crown  and  the  people  :  the  former 
imploring  his  protection,  the  latter 


his  fupport.  In  that  critical  mo¬ 
ment  his  various  jarring  paflions 
were  in  the  high e It  ferment,  and 
for  a  while  fufpended  his  ruling  one. 
Senfe  of  fhame  made  him  helitate 
at  turning  courtier  on  a  fudden, 
after  having  added  the  patriot  fo 
long  and  with  fo  much  appiaufe  ; 
and  his  pride  made  him  declare  that 
he  would  accept  of  no  place,  vainly 
imagining,  that  he  could  by  fuch  a 
Emulated  and  temporary  felf  denial 
preferve  his  popularity  with  the 
people,  and  his  power  at  court. f 
He  was  miflaken  in  both.  The 
king  hated  him  almoft  as  much  for 
what  he  might  have  done,  as  for 
what  he  had  done  :  and  a  motley 
mini  dry  was  formed  who  by  no 
means  defined  bis  company. 

The  nation  looked  upon  him  as 
a  deferter,  and  he  (Trunk  into  in-' 
ilgnihcancy  and  an  earldom. 

He  made  feveral  attempts  after¬ 
wards  to  retrieve  the  popularity  he 
had  loir,  but  in  wain— -his  fituation 
would  not  allow  it — he  was  fixed 
in  the  houfe  oi  lords,  that  hofpital 
of  incurables,  and  his  retreat  to 


*  During  the  courfe  of  his  long  oppontion.,  his  animofity  to  Walpole  led 
him  (as  we  are  informed  by  the  ingenious  reviewer  of  Lord  Cbefterfield’s  Cha- 
rablers)  into  that  moft  fcandalous  pradlice  of  betraying  private  converfation . 
Mr.  Pulteney  in  a  pamphlet  which  he  published  about  the  year  1735,  and  which 
contained  a  particular  defence  of  himfelf  again  ft  a  miniiterial  work  called 
Scandal  and  defamation  difplayed,”  declared  upon  his  honour,  that  Sir  Ro¬ 
bert  Walpole  had  fpoken  in  very  flight  terms  of  the  king  when  prince  of 
Wales  ;  he  quoted  the  very  words  which  were  fuppoled  to  be  made  ufe  oi  by 
the  minifter,  and  which  conveyed  great  marks  of  contempt.  However,  he  loft 
his  aim  ;  for  the  king  generoufly  took  the  part  of  the  perfon  betrayed  ;  and,  to 
fhew  his  indignation  again  It  the  informer,  with  his  own  hand  he  (truck  his  name 
from  the  lift  of  privy  counfellors. 

-j-  We  are  told  by  the  above-mentioned  author,  that  the  following  accident, 
which  happened  during  the  adjournment  of  parliament,  might  poffibly  accelerate 
his  determination  : — As  he  was  riding  in  Hyde  Park,  he  had  an  accidental  fall 
fro  ns  his  horfe,  which  gave  him  a  flight  bruiie  ;  the  king  happened  to  come  by  at 
the  very  in  Rant ,  and  being  informed  of  Mr.  Pujteney’s  misfortune,  he  imme¬ 
diately  went  to  him,  took  him  into  his  coach,  and  (hewed  fuch  concern  for  him, 
as  could  not  but  foothe  and  affect  the  mind  of  a  perfon  fopublickly  diftiiiguiflied 
by  his  fovereign  agio  critical  a  tune. 

popularity 


/ 
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popularity  was  cut  oft — For  the 
confidence  of  the  people,  when  once 
great,  and  once  loft,  is  never  to  be 
regained — He  lived  afterwards  in 
retirement  with  the  wretched  com¬ 
fort  of  Horace’s  mifer. 


Popufos  me Jibilat ,  iff c. 


* 


I  may  perhaps  be  fufpetled  to 
have  given  too  llrong  colouring  to 
fome  features  of  this  portrait ;  but 
I  folemnly  proteft,  that  l  have 
drawn  it  conlcientioufly  and  to  the 
belt  of  my  knowledge,  from  very 
Jong  acquaintance  with  and  obler- 
vation  of  the  original.  Nay,  I 
have  rather  foftened  than  heighten¬ 
ed  the  colouring. f 


Lord  Hardwicke. 

LORD  Hardwicke  was  perhaps 
the  greateft  magiftrate  that 
this  country  ever  had.  He  pre- 
fided  in  the  court  of  chancery  above 
twenty  years,  and  in  all  that  time 
none  of  his  decrees  were  reverfed, 
nor  the  juftnefs  of  them  ever  quef- 
tioned.  Though  avarice  was  his 
ruling  paflion,  he  was  never  in  the 
leaft  fufpected  of  any  kind  of  cor¬ 
ruption —  a  rare  and  meritorious 
inftanee  of  virtue  and  felf-denial, 
under  the  influence  of  fuch  a 
craving,  infatiable,  and  increafing 
paflion  1 


*  Upon  the  death  of  George  the  Second,  the  E.  of  B.  made  a  tender  of  his 
fervices  to  his  prefent  majefty.— The  offer  was  accepted,  fo  far  as  to  the  hear¬ 
ing  of  his  advice  ;  but  the  Great  Perfon  knew  his  character  was  fo  difagreeable 
to  al  1  parties,  and  fo  odious  to  the  people  in  general,  that  he  could  not  think  of 
paving  him  any  poft  in  the  admimftration.  It  is  affirmed  with  great  confidence, 
that  whenever  his  opinion  was  alked  relating  to  pate-matteis,  he  conltantly  gave 
it  again  ft  the  popular  iide  of  the  queftion. 

-jd  Xn  jultice  to  the  noble  earl’s  memory  we  cannot  pafs  by  this  opportunity 
of  fubmitting  to  the  reader’s  judgment  another  character,  differing  in  many  re- 
fpe&s  from  that  which  my  Lord  Chefterfield  has  given  us  of  him,  and  drawn 
by  a  perfon  of  found  judgment,  ftri6t  veracity,  and  who  enjoyed  a  long  and  in¬ 
timate  connection  with  him,  Dr.  Z.  Pearce,  late  Bifhop  of  Rochefter.  \ 

<c  william  Pulteney,  Earl  of  Bath,  defcended  from  a  very  ancient  family, 
(the  De  Pultnevs,  who,  I  think,  came  to  England  with  the  Norman  Duke, 
William,)  was,  by  inheritance  and  prudent  oeconomy,  poffeffed  of  a  very  large 
eftate,  out  of  which  he  yearly  beftowed,  contrary  to  the  opinion  of  thofe  who 
were  lefs  acquainted  with  him,  more  than  a  tenth  part  of  his  whole  income. 
He  was  a  firm  friend  to  the  eftabliffied  religion  of  his  country,  and  free  from 
all  the  vices  of  the  age,  even  in  his  youth.  He  conftantly  attended  the  public 
worfhip  of  God,  and  all  the  offices  of  it,  in  his  panfli  church,  while  his  health 
permitted  it;  and  when  his  great  age  and  infirmities  prevented  him  from  fo 
doing,  he  fupplied  that  deleft  by  daily  reading  over  the  morning-fervice  of  the 
church  before  he  came  out  of  his  bedchamber.  That  he  had  quick  and  lively 
parts,  a  fine  head,  and  found  judgment,  the  many  things  which  he  publifhed 
occafionnally,  Efficiently  teftify.  He  had  twice,  chiefly  by  his  own  perfonal 
weight,  overturned  the  miniftry  j  viz.  in  1741  and’i745  j  though  he  kept  not 
in  power  long  at  each  of  thofe  great  events,  which  was  occafioned  by  his  ad-- 
hering  to  his  refolution  of  not  filling  any  place  of  profit  or  honour  in  the  admi- 
niftration  5  and  by  l’ome  other  means  lefs  creditable  to  his  affociates  than  to  him- 
felf,  which  the  writer  of  this  account  is  well  acquainted  with.  The  Bifhop  of 
Rochefter  had  lived  near  forty  years  in  friendffiip  with  him ;  and,  for  a  great 
part  of  thofe  years,  in  an  intimacy  with  him.” 

He 
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He  had  great  and  clear  parts  ; 
underftood,  loved,  and  cultivated 
the  belles  lettres. 

He  was  an  agreeable,  eloquent 
fpeaker  in  parliament,  but  not 
without  forne  little  tindlure  of  the 
pleader. 

Men  are  apt  to  mi  (lake,  or  at 
leak  to  feem  to  miftake  their  own 
talents,  in  hopes  perhaps  of  mif- 
leading  others  to  allow  them  that 
which  they  are  confcious  they  do 
not  po fiefs.  Thus  Lord  Hardwicks 
valued  himfelf  more  upon  being  a 
great  minifter  of  ftate,  which  he 
Certainly  was  not,  than  upon  being 
a  great  magiftrate,  which  he  cer¬ 
tainly  was. 

All  his  notions  were  clear,  but 
none  of  them  great.  Good  order 
and  domellic  details  were  his  pro¬ 
per  department.  The  great  and 
filming  parts  of  government, 
though  not  above  his  parts  to  con¬ 
ceive,  were  above  his  timidity  to 
undertake. 

By  great  and  lucrative  employ¬ 
ments,  during  the  courfe  of  thirty 
years,  and  by  fiill  greater  parftmo- 
ny,  he  acquired  an  immenfe  for¬ 
tune,  and  efiablifhed  his  numerous 
family  in  profitable  polls,  and  ad¬ 
vantageous  alliances.* 
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Though  he  had  been  folicitor 
and  attorney  general,  he  was  by 
no  means  what  is  called  a  preroga¬ 
tive  lawyer — he  loved  the  con  (lira- 
tion,  and  maintained  the  juft  pre¬ 
rogative  of  the  crown,  but  without 
firetching  it  to  the  oppreffion  of  the 
people. 

He  was  naturally  humane,  mo¬ 
derate,  and  decent,  and  when  by 
his  former  employments  he  was 
obliged  toprofecute  Hate-criminals, 
he  difcharged  that  duty  in  a  very 
different  manner  from  moil  of  his 
predecefi'ors,  who  were  too  jufily 
called  the  Blood-hounds  of  the 
crown. 

He  was  a  chearful  and  fnftruc- 
tive  companion,  humane  in  his  na¬ 
ture,  decent  in  his  manners,  un- 
fiained  with  any  vice  (avarice  ex¬ 
cepted)  a  very  Great  Magillrate* 
but  by  no  means  a  Great  Mirifier. 

Mr.  Fox. 

T\  /T R '  Heni7  Fox  vvas  a  y°°nger 
brother  of  the  lovvell  ex¬ 
traction. f  Kis  father,  Sir  Stephen 
Fox,  made  a  confiderahle  fortune* 
fame  how  or  other ,  and  left  him  a 
fair  younger  brother's  portion, 

which 


%  The  Marriage  A£l,  fays  the  reviewer,  was  a  thing  of  his  own  creating, 
and  which  he  efpoufed  with  all  his  might  and  vigour  :  it  met  with  great  oppo- 
iition  in  the  houfe  of  commons,  and  was  thought,  by  all  impartial  people,  a 
very  improper  law  in  a  commercial  country,  where  all  poiiible  methods  fhould 
be  taken  to  encourage  a  legal  commerce  between  the  fexes.  However,  b)'  his 
great  power  and  influence,  the  chancellor  carried  this  bill  triumphantly  through 
both  houfes.  Thofe  who  pretended  to  know  his  real  intentions  gave  out,  that, 
in  the  profecution  of  this  bufinefs,  he  had  nothing fo  much  at  heart  as  the  iecur- 
ing  his  own  children  from  rafli  and  imprudent  marriages. 

•f  The  editor  of  the  Characters  has  correfled  this  miftake  of  Lord  Chefter- 
field’s,  and  has  given  us  the  following  account  of  Mr.  f  ox’s  family. — Mr. 
Henry  Fox  was  the  fecond  furvivmg  ion  of  Sir  Stephen  Fox.  Sir  Stephen  was 
one  of  the  younger  of  many  children,  and  his  father,  Mr.  William  Fox,  was 
a  gentleman  of  the  county  of  Wilts,  poffefiing  a  landed  efiate  of  about  300L  a- 
year  ;  which  efiate,  upon  a  moderate  computation,  mull  have  been  at  one  time 
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Which  he  Toon  fpent  in  the  com¬ 
mon  vices  of  youth,  gaming  in¬ 
cluded.  This  obliged  him  to  tra¬ 
vel  for  fome  time.  While  abroad 
he  met  with  a  very  falacious  Eng- 
lifhwoman,  whole  liberality  re¬ 
trieved  his  fortune,  With  feveral 
circumflances,  more  to  the  honour 
of  his  vigour  than  his  morals. 

"When  he  returned,  though  by 
education  a  Jacobite,  he  attached 
himfelf  to  Sir  Robert  Walpole,  and 
was  one  of  his  ableft  eleves*  He 
had  no  fixed  principles  either  of 
religion  or  morality,  and  was  too 
unwary  in  ridiculing  and  explo¬ 
ding  them. 

He  had  very  great  abilities  and 
indefatigable  induftry  in  bufinefs, 
great  {kill  in  managing,  that  is, 
in  corrupting,  the  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons,  and  a  wonderful  dexterity 
in  attaching  individuals  to  him¬ 
felf.  He  promoted,  encouraged, 
and  pra&ifed  their  vices  ;  he  gra¬ 
tified  their  avarice,  or  fupplied 
their  profufion.  He  wifely  and 
puntflually  performed  whatever  he 
promifed,  and  molt  liberally  re¬ 


warded  their  attachment  and  de¬ 
pendence.  By  thefe  and  all  other 
means  that  can  be  imagined,  he 
made  himfelf  many  perfonal  friends 
and  political  dependants. 

He  was  a  moft  difagreeable 
fpeaker  in  parliament,  inelegant 
in  his  language,  hefitating  and  un¬ 
graceful  in  his  elocution,  but  fkil- 
ful  in  difcerning  the  temper  of  the 
houfe,  and  in  knowing  when  and 
how  to  prefs  or  to  yield, 

A  conftant  good  humour  and 
feeming  franknefs  made  him  a  wel¬ 
come  companion  in  focial  life,  and 
in  all  domeftic  relations  he  was 
good-natured. 

As  he  advanced  in  life,  his  am¬ 
bition  became  fubfervient  to  his 
avarice.  His  early  profufion  and 
diffipation  had  made  him  feel  the 
many  inconveniences  of  want,  and, 
as  it  often  happens,  carried  him 
to  the  contrary  and  worfe  extreme 
of  corruption  and  rapine.  Rem ,  quo- 
cunque  modo  rem  became  his  maxim, 
which  he  obferved  (I  will  not  fay 
religioufly  and  fcrupuloufly)  but 
invariably  and  fhamefully. 


in  that  family  from  father  to  fon  at  lead  two  hundred  years.  The  prefent 
Earl  of  Iichefter,  heir  and  elder  branch  of  that  family,  is  the  prefent  pofleffor 
of  it.  It  is  at  a  place  called  Farley,  where  the  family  has  been  buried,  as  ap¬ 
pears  by  their  monuments  in  that  church,  authenticating  the  fafls  here  ad¬ 
vanced.  Sir  Stephen  Fox  was  in  his  earlieft  youth  recommended  a9  a  compa¬ 
nion  to  King  Charles  the  Second,  then  Prince  of  Wales,  by  the  Earl  of 
Northumberland,  who  protefiled  and  in  fome  fort  educated  this  young  perfon, 
the  fon  of  his  friend  and  neighbour;  as  was  very  cuftomary  with  the  great  no¬ 
blemen  of  that  time,  who  had  ufually  in  their  houfes  fome  of  the  Tons  of  the 
lower  nobility  and  of  the  gentry  to  be  brought  up  undei  their  caie  and  infpec- 
tion.  Mr.  Fox,  afterwards  Sir  Stephen,  accompanied  his  majefty  during  his 
exile,  and  befides  receiving  diftinguiftiing  marks  01  the  io)a»  favour  abioao, 
upon  his  return  to  England,  and  at  the  reftoration,  he  was  made  privy  coun - 
fellor,  pa)  mailer  of  the  army,  and  was  at  one  time  fir  ft  commiffioner  of  the 
treafury.  Sir  Stephen  had  by  his  fifft  lady  two  daughters,  the  one  married  to 
the  Earl  of  Northampton,  the  other  to  the  Lord  Cornwallis— two  families  ths 
moft  unlikely  to  have  condefcended  to  mean  or  unfuitable  alliances.  He  died 
at  a  very  advanced  age,  leaving  two  funs,  who  were  alterwards  the  Earl  of  Ii¬ 
chefter  and  Lord  Holland,  and  one  daughter,  the  mother  of  the  prelent  Lord 
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He  had  tiot  the  leak  notion  of, 
or  regard  for,  the  public  good  or  the 
conkitution,  but  defpifed  thofe 
cares,  as  the  objects  of  narrow 
minds,  or  the  pretences  of  inter- 
eked  ones.  And  he  lived,  as  Bru¬ 
tus  died,  calling  Virtue  only  a 
name . 

The  following  traits  of  Mr.  Fox’s 
character  are  given  us  by  the 
judicious  writer  of  Lord  Chef- 
terfield’s  Characters  reviewed, 
and  will  ferve  to  make  the  re- 
femblance  more  perfect  and  com¬ 
plete. 

WHEN  he  applied  to  bulinefs, 
he  proved  himfelf  equal  to  any 
employment.  He  Itudied  his  great 
matter  Walpole  with  fuccefs ;  drew 
from  him  what  Was  ufeful  in  his 
minifterial  capacity ;  and  copied, 
him  in  the  joyous  part  of  his  cha¬ 
racter,  which  belt  fuited  his  future 
views  of  gaining  friends.  He  fof- 
tened  the  broad  flaring  mirth  and 
licentious  feftivity  of  Walpole  into 
a  conviviality  more  agreeable,  into 
wit  more  relifhing,  and  gaiety 
more  palatable. 

George  the  Second  had  often 
experienced  his  abilities,  as  well 
as  a  conltant  and  ready  fubmihion 
to  his  will.  In  a  very  critical 
time,  he  trufted  to  him  the  ma¬ 
nagement  of  his  bufinefs  in  the 
houfe  of  commons.  Fox  was  fo 
far  intoxicated  with  royal  favour, 
that  his  natural  caution  forfook 
him  ;  he  fent  cards  to  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  parliament,  importing  that 
the  king  had  truked  to  his  care 
the  management  of  the  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons.— -The  glaring  abfurdity  of 
fuch  a  behaviour  difgufted  every 
body  • — his  power  was  immediate- 
♦  l.y  loll,  and  he  was  obliged  to  re- 


fign  hi?  place.  His  influence  with 
his  maker  continued  kill  as  great 
as  ever,  and  he  gained  a  more  lu¬ 
crative  employment  under  a  mi- 
niker  who  hated  him. 

His  art  in  managing  elections 
was  fuperior  a  late  contek  for 
the  county  of  Oxford  will  not  be 
foon  forgotten,  nor  his  {kill  in  ma¬ 
naging  for  the  party  he  efpoufed. 
He  knew  beyond  all  men  the  true 
method  of  gaining  votes.  A 
tradesman  in  the  Strand,  who  has 
fince  figured  in  Germany  as  a 
commiffary,  was  well  rewarded  for 
underkanding  and  obeying  the 
commands  of  his  friend  and  pa¬ 
tron,  upon  this  and  other  fimilar 
occafions. 

Fox  was  an  excellent  hufband, 
a  moft  indulgent  father,  a  kind 
maker,  a  courteous  neighbour ; 
and,  what  the  world  in  general 
has  little  known,  but  which  I  now 
tell  them  on  the  bek  authority,  a 
man  whole  charities  de monkrated 
that  he  poffeffed  in  abundance  the 
milk  of  human  kindnefs . 

Mr.  Pitt. 

MR.  Pitt  owed  his  rife  to  the 
mok  confiderable  poks  and 
power  in  this  kingdom  iingly  to 
his  own  abilities.  In  him  they 
fupplied  the  want  of  birth  and  for¬ 
tune,  which  latter,  in  others,  too 
often  fupply  the  want  of  the  for¬ 
mer.  He  was  a  younger  brother 
of  a  very  new  family,  and  his  for¬ 
tune  was  only  an  annuity  of  one 
hundred  pounds  a  year. 

The  army  was  his  original  deki- 
nation,  and  a  cornetcy  of  horfe  his 
firk  and  only  commiflion  in  it. 
Thus  unaflifted  by  favour  or  for¬ 
tune,  he  had  no  powerful  protestor 
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to  introduce  him  into  bufinefs,  and 
(if  I  may  ufe  that  Cxprefhon)  to  do 
the  honours  of  his  parts — but  their 
Own  ftreng.th  was  fully  fufficient.  - 
His  conftitution  refufed  him  the 
ufual  pleafures,  and  his  genius  for¬ 
bid  him  the  idle  diffipations  of 
youth,  for  fo  early  as  at  the  age  of 
Sixteen  he  was  the  martyr  of  an  he¬ 
reditary  gout.  He  therefore  em¬ 
ployed  the  leifure,  which  that  tedi¬ 
ous  and  painful  diftemper  either 
procured  or  allowed  him,  in  acquir¬ 
ing  a  great  fund  of  premature  and 
ufeful  knowledge.*  Thus  by  the 
unaccountable  relation  of  caufes 
and  effe&s,  what  feemed  the  great- 
eft  misfortune  of  his  life  was  per¬ 
haps  the  principal  caufe  ofits  fplen- 
dour. 

His  private  life  was  ftained  by 
no  vice,  nor  fullied  by  any  mean- 
refs.  All  his  fentiments  were  li¬ 
beral  and  elevated.  His  ruling 
paftion  was  an  unbounded  ambi¬ 
tion,  which  when  fupported  by 
great  abilities,  and  crowned  with 
great  fuccefs,  make  what  the 
world  calls  a  Great  Man. 

He  was  haughty,  imperious,  im¬ 
patient  of  contradi&ion,  and  over¬ 
bearing-— qualities  which  too  often 
accompany,  but  always  clog,  great 
ones.' 
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He  had  manners  and  addreft, 
but  one  might  difcern  through 
them  too  great  a  confcioufnefs  of 
his  own  fuperior  talents. 

He  was  a  moft  agreeable  and 
lively  companion  in  focial  life,  and 
had  fuch  a  verfatility  ,of  wit,  that 
he  wohld  adopt  it  to  all  forts  of 
converfation.  He' had  alfo  a  mod 
happy  turn  to  poetry;  but  he  fel- 
dom  indulged,  and  feldom  avowed 
it. 

He  came  youtlg  into  parliament, 
and  upon  that  great  theatre  he 
foon  equalled  the  Oldeft  and  the 
ableft  adors.f  His  eloquence  \va3 
of  every  kind,  and  he  excelled  in 
the  argumentative,  as  well  as  in 
the  declamatory  way.  But  his  in¬ 
vectives  were  terrible,  and  uttered 
with  fuch  energy  of  di&ion,  and 
fuch  dignity  of  adtion  and  counte¬ 
nance,  that  he  intimidated  thofe 
who  were  the  moll  willing  and  the 
belt  able  to  eftfcotmter  him.t*  Their 
arms  fell  out  of  their  hands,  and 
they  Ihrunk  under  the  afeendant 
which  his  genius  gained  over 
t  heir’s,  (j 

In  that  aftembly,  where  public 
good  is  fo  itiuch  talked  of,  and 
private  intereft  fingly  purfued,  he 
fet  out  with  adting  the  patriot,  and 
performed  that  part  fo  ably,  that 


*  Notwithftanding  what  is  here  laid  by  the  noble  atifhpr,  it  is  well  known 
that  Pitt,  when  a  boy  at  Eton,  was  the  pride  and  boaft  of  the  fchoo! :  Dean 
Bland,  the  mafter,  valued  himfelf  upon  having  fo  bright  a  fcholar;  the  old 
man  ftiewed  him  to  his  friends,  and  to  every  body,  as  a  prodigy. 

f  It  is  faid  that  Sir  R.  Walpole  fear ce  heard  the  found  of  "his  voice  in  the 
houfe  of  commons,  but  he  was  alarmed  and  thunderftruck  ;  he  told  his  friends, 
that  he  would  be  glad,  at  any  rate,  to  muzzle  that  terrible  cornet  of  horfe. 
The  minifter  would  have  promoted  his  rife  in  the  army,  provided  he  would 
have  given  up  his  feat  in  parliament* 

X  Hume  Campbell  and  Lord  Mansfield. 

||  Demofthenes  Was  his  great  model  infpeaking;  and  we  are  told,  that  he 
tranflated  lome  of  his  orations,  by  way  cf  exercife,  feveral  times  over.  But 
though  he  was  delighted  with  the  manner  of  this  orator,  who  united  a  won¬ 
derful  power  of  ex  predion  to  the  moft  forcible  method  of  reafoning,  yet  he  Was 
equally  mafter  of  the  pleafing,  diffufe,  and  paftionate  ftyle  of  the  Roman 
•rator, 
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he  was  adopted  by  the  public  as 
their  chief,  or  rather  their  only 
mnfufpeC'ted  champion. 

The  weight  of  his  popularity 
and  his  uniyerfally  acknowledged 
abilities  obtruded  him  upon»King 
George  the  Second,  to  whom  he 
was  per fon ally  obnoxious.  He  was 
made  fecretary  of  ftate.  In  this 
difficult  and  delicate  fituation, 
which  one  would  have  thought 
m uft  have  reduced  either  the  pa¬ 
triot,  or  the  minifter,  to  a  decifive 
Option*  he  managed  with  inch  abi¬ 
lity,  that  while  he  ferved  the  king 
more  efieCtuallv  in  bis  molt  unwar¬ 
rantable  electoral  views,  than  any 
former  miriiftef,  however  willing, 
had  dared  to  do,  he  ftill  pre  ferved 
all  his  credit  and  popularity  with 
the  public,  whom  he  allured  and 
convinced  that  the  protection  and 
defence  of  Hanover  with  an  army 
of  feventy-five  thoufand  men  in 
Britiffi  pay,  was  the  only  pofiible 
method  of  fecuring  our  poffeffions 
or  acquifiticns  in  North  America 
**‘-So  much  eafier  is  it  to  deceive 
than  to  undeceive  mankind. 

His  own  diiinterdtednefs,  and 
even  contempt  of  money,  fmoothed 
his  way  to  power,  and  prevented  or 
Llenced  a  great  (hare  of  that  envy 
which  commonly  attends  it.  Molt 
men  think  that  they  have  an  equal 
natural  right  to  riches,  and  equal 
abilities  to  make  a  proper  ufe  of 
them,  but  not  very  many  of  them 
have  the  impudence  to  think  them- 
felves  qualified  for  power. 

Upon  the  whole,  he  will  make  a 
great  and  fhining  figure  in  the  an¬ 
nals  of  this  country  ;  notwkhftand- 
ing  th?  blot  which  his  acceptance 
of  three  thoufand  pounds  per  an¬ 
num  pen  fion  for  three  lives,  upon 
his  voluntary  refignation  of  the 
feals,  in  the  firft  year  of  the  prefent 
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king,  muft  make  in  his  character, 
Specially  as  to  the  difinterefted 
part  of  it. — However,  it  muft  be 
acknowledged,  that  he  had  thoie 
qualities  which  none  but  a  Great 
Man  can  have,  with  a  mixture  of 
feme  of  thofe  failings,  which  are 
the  common  lot  of  wretched  and 
imperfeCt  human  nature. 

The  following  Char  after  appears  to 
ha<ve  been  drawn  in  the  Year  175  9* 
nineteen  Years  after  Lord  Scar  bo¬ 
rough  Death .  It  is  more  finijhed 
than  any  of  thofe  which  we  have 
already  exhibited ,  and  furnijhes 
convincing  proof  of  the  noble  Au¬ 
thor  s  Difcernment  and  Obferva - 
tion. 

Lord  Scarborough. 

T  N  drawing  the  character  of  Lord 
j|_  Scarborough,  I  will  be  ftnCtly 
upon  my  guard  again  ft  the  partia¬ 
lity  of  that  intimate  and  unreferved 
friendfhip,  in  which  we  lived  for 
more  than  twenty  years ;  to  which 
friendfhip,  as  well  as  to  the  public 
notoriety  of  it,  I  owe  much  more 
than  my  pride  will  let  my  grati¬ 
tude  own.  If  this  may  be  fufpeCted 
to  have  biafled  my  judgment,  it 
muft  at  the  fame  time  be  allowed  to 
have  informed  it;  for  the  moft  fe- 
cret  movements  of  his  foul,  were, 
without  difguife,  communicated  to 
me  only.  However,  I  will  rather 
lower  than  heighten  the  colouring; 
I  will  mark  the  fhades,  and  draw 
a  credible  rather  than  an  exaCl 
likenefs. 

He  had  a  very  good  perfon,  raT 
ther  above  the  middle  fize;  s 
handfome  face,  and,  when  he  was 
chearful,  the  moft  engaging  coun¬ 
tenance  imaginable  ;  when  grave, 

which 


CHARACTERS. 


which  he  was  oftcneft,  the  moft 
refpeCtable  one:  he  had  in  the 
higheft  degree  the  air,  manners, 
and  addrefs  of  a  man  of  quality  ; 
politenefs  with  eale,  and  dignity 
without  pride. 

Bred  in  camps  and  courts,  it 
cannot  be  fuppofed  he  was  untaint¬ 
ed  with  the  fafh’onable  vices  of 
thofe  warm  climates  ;  but  if  I 
may  be  allowed  the  expreffion,  he 
dignified  them,  inftead  of  their 
degrading  him  into  any  mean  or 
indecent  aCtion.  Pie  had  a  good 
degree  of  claflical,  and  a  great  one 
of  modern  knowledge,  with  a  jult, 
and  at  the  fame  time  a  delicate 
tafte. 

In  his  common  expences  he  was 
liberal  within  bounds,  but  in  his 
charities  and  bounties  he  had  none. 
I  have  known  them  put  him  to  fome 
prefect  inconveniencies. 

Pie  was  a  ilrtpng,  but  not  an  elo¬ 
quent  or  florid  fpeaker  in  parlia¬ 
ment.  He  fpoke  fo  unaffectedly 
the  honell  dictates  of  his  'heart, 
that  truth  and  virtue,  which  never 
want,  and  feldom  wear  ornaments, 
feemed  only  to  borrow  his  voice. 
This  gave  fuch  an  aflonifhing 
weight  to  all  he  faid,  that  he  more 
than  once  carried  an  unwilling  ma¬ 
jority  after  him.  Such  is  the  au¬ 
thority  of  an  unfufpeCted  virtue, 
that  it  would  fometimes  fhame  vice 
into  decency  at  leafi. 

He  was  not  only  offered  but 
preffed  to  accept  the  poll  of  fecre- 
tary  of  ftate,  but  he  conftantly  re¬ 
filled  it.  I  once  tried  to  perfuade 
him  to  accept  it ;  but  he  told  me 
that  both  the  natural  warmth  and 
melancholy  of  his  temper  made 
him  unfit  for  it,  and  that  moreover 
he  knew  very  well  that  in  thofe 
minifterial  employments  the  courfe 
of  bufuiefs  made  it  neceffary  to  do 
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many  hard  things,  and  fome  unjuft 
ones,  which  could  only  be  autho¬ 
rized  by  the  jefuitical  cafuiltry  of 
the  direction  of  the  intention:  a 
doCtrine  which  he  faid  he  could 
not  poffibly  adopt.  Whether  he 
was  the  firlt  that  ever  made  that 
objection  I  cannot  affirm,  but  I 
fulpeCt  that  he  will  be  the  laft. 

He  was  a  true  conffitutional  and 
yet  practicable  patriot;  a  fincere 
lover,  and  a  zealous  afferter  of  the 
natural,  civil,  and  religious  rights 
of  his  country. 

But  he  would  not  quarrel  with 
the  crown  for  a  few  ilretches  of  the 
prerogative;  nor  with  the  people 
for  fome  unwary  ebullitions  of  li¬ 
berty  ;  nor  with  any  one  for  differ¬ 
ence  of  opinion  in  fpeculative 
points.'  He  confldered  the  con- 
ftiturion  in  the  aggregate,  and  on¬ 
ly  watched  that  no  one  part  of  it 
fhould  preponderate  too  much. 

His  moral  character  was  fo  pure, 
that,  if  one  may  fay  of  that  imper¬ 
fect  creature  man,  what  a  cele¬ 
brated  hiftorian  fays  of  Scipio,  nil 
non  laudandum  aut  dixit ,  aut  fecit , 
aut fenft ,  I  fmcereiy  think  (I  had 
almoit  faid  I  know)  one  might  fay 
it  with  great  truth  of  him,  one 
Angle  inftance  excepted,  which 
fhall  be  mentioned. 

He  joined  to  the  nobleft  and 
flriCtefl  principles  of  honour  and 
generofity,  the  tendereft  fenti- 
ments  of  benevolence  and  com- 
paflion ;  and  he  was  naturally 
warm  ;  he  could  not  even  hear  of 
an  injuflice  or  a  balenefs  without  a 
fudden  indignation  ;  norof  the  mif- 
fortunes  or  miferies  of  a  fellow- 
creature,  without  melting  into  foft- 
nefs,  and  endeavouring  to  relieve 
them. 

This  part  of  his  character  was 
fo  univerfaliy  known,  that  our  bell 

C  3  and 
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and  moft  fatyrical  Englilh  poet 
fays. 

When  I  confefs  there  is  who  feels  for 
farne, 

«An<J  melts  to  goodnefs,  Scarb’rough  need 
I  name  ? 

He  had  not  the  leaft  pride  of  birth 
and  rank;  that  common  narrow 
notion  of  little  minds,  that  wretch¬ 
ed  miftaken  fuccedaneum  of  me¬ 
rit;  but  he  was  jealous  to  anxiety 
of  his  charader,  as  all  men  are  who 
deferve  a  good  one.  And  fuch  was 
his  diffidence  upon  that  fubjed, 
that  he  never  could  be  perfuaded 
that  mankind  really  thought  of 
him  as  they  did.  For  furely  never 
man  had  a  higher  reputation,  and 
never  man  enjoyed  a  jnore  univer¬ 
sal  efteem  ;  even  knaves  refpeded 
him,  and  fools  thought  they  loved 
him.  If  he  had  any  enemies  (for  I 
jproteft  I  never  knew  one)  they 
could  only  be  fuch  as  were  weary 
of  always  hearing  of  Ariftides  the 

He  was  too  fubjed  to  fudden 
gulls  c>f  paffion,  but  they  never 
hurried  him  into  any  illiberal  or 
Indecent  expreffion  or  adion  ;  fo 
Invincibly  habitual  to  him  were 
good  nature  and  good  manners. 
But  if  ever  any  word  happened  to 
Call  from  him  in  warmth,  which 
upon  fubfequent  refledion  he  him- 
felf  thought  too  ftrong,  he  was  ne¬ 
ver  eafy  till  he  had  made  more 
than  fufficient  atonement  for  it. 

He  had  a  moll  unfortunate,  I 
wdl  call  it  a  moft  fatal  kind  of 
melancholy  in  his  nature,  which 
often  made  him  both  abfent  and 
£lent  in  company,  but  never  mo- 
roie  or  four.  At  other  times  he 
was  a  cheerful  and  agreeable  com- 
fanion;  but,  confcious  chat  he 
Was  not  always  io ,  he  avoided  com¬ 


pany  too  much,  and  was  too  often 
alone,  giving  way  to  a  train  of* 
gloomy  refiedions. 

His  conllitution,  which  was  ne¬ 
ver  robuft,  broke  rapidly  at  the 
latter  end  of  his  life.  He  had  two 
fevere  flrokes  of  apoplexy  or  palfy, 
which  confiderably  aifeded  his 
body  and  his  mind. 

I  defire  that  this  may  not  be 
looked  upon  as  a  full  and  finifhed 
charader,  writ  for  the  fake  of  wri¬ 
ting  it ;  but  as  my  folemn  depefit 
of  the  truth  to  the  beft  of  my 
knowledge.  I  owed  this  fmall  tri¬ 
bute  of  jullice,  fuch  as  it  is,  to  the 
memory  of  the  beft  man  I  ever 
knew,  and  of  the  deareft  friend  I 
ever  had. 

(The  ad  of  violence  which  this 
noble  lord  committed  on  himfelf, 
in  1740,  is  thus  related  by  the 
editor:] 

<c  The  morning  of  the  day  on 
which  he  accomplifhed  this  resolu¬ 
tion,  he  paid  a  long  vilit  to  Lord 
Chefterfield,  and  opened  himfelf 
to  him  with  great  earneftnefs  on 
many  fubjeds.  As  he  appeared 
fomewhat  difcompoled,  his  friendt 
preffied  him  to  ftay  and  dine  with 
him,  which  he  refufed,  but  ten¬ 
derly  embraced  him  at  parting. 
happened  in  the  pourfe  of  the  con- 
verlation  that  fomething  wasfpoken 
of  which  related  to  Sir  Wm.  Tem¬ 
ple’s  negociations,  when  the  two 
friends  not  agreeing  about  the  cir- 
cumftances.  Lord  Chefterfield, 
whofe  memory  was  at  all  times  re¬ 
markably  good,  referred  Ld.  S.  to 
the  page  of  Sir  Wm.’s  memoirs, 
where  the  matter  was  mentioned. 
After  his  lordfhjp’s  death  the  book 
was  found  open  at  that  very  page, 
feveral  other  books  being  piled 
about  him,  with  the  piftol  in  his 
mouth.  Jhus  he  (efms,  in  hig 
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lad  moments,  to  have  been  dill 
attentive  to  his  friend,  and  defirous 
that  he  fhould  know  he  was  fo. 
This  fatal  catadrophe  was  univer- 
fally  lamented,  tenderly  cenfured, 
and  entirely  excufed  by  thole  who 
conlidered  the  unaccountable  effects 
of  natural  evils  upon  the  human 
mind.  But  what  mud  Lord  Chef- 
terfield’s  fituation  have  been  upon 
his  being  informed  of  this  unfor¬ 
tunate  event?  His  excellent  lady 
does  not,  even  now,  without  the 
greated  emotion,  fpeak  of  the  man¬ 
ner  in  which  his  lordlhip,  on  her 
return  home  at  -night,  acquainted 
her  with  his  lofs  of  that  amiable 
nobleman  ;  die  ever  after  lamented 
that  he  did  not  detain  him  at  his 
houfe,  faying  he  might  perhaps 
have  been  faved,  if  he  had  not 
been  left  to  himfelf  that  day, 

Earl  Chesterfield. 

A 

HE  charadlerof  Lord  Cheder- 
field  is  generally  well  under- 
dood. — It  is  agreed  on  all  hands 
that  he  was  a  difereet  Clodius  ;  a 
fober  duke  of  Wharton  —  born  with 
inferior  abilities  to  thofe  which 
didingujlhed  that  unfortunate  no¬ 
bleman,  but  with  the  fame  paflion 
for  univerfal  admiration,  he  was 
mader  of  more  prudence  and  dif- 
cretion. 

He  formed  himfelf  very  early  to 
make  a  didinguifhed  figure  in  the 
date.  Impelled  by  his  ruling  paf- 
fion,  he  applied  himfelf  affiduoufly 
to  dudies  which  might  render  him 
an  accomplilhed  fpeaker,  an  able 
negociator,  a  counfellor  in  the  ca¬ 
binet — to  fum  up  all,  one  equal  to 
any  civil  employment.  There 
cannot  be  a  doubt  that  he  aimed  at 
acquiring  the  office  of  prime  mi- 
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nifter;  or  at  lead  the  power  of 
appointing  the  perfon  whom  he 
approved  to  that  pod.  But  the 
fuperior  abilities  of  Walpole  dif- 
appointed  his  ambition. 

His  fituation  was  flattering: - - 

When  young,  he  was  placed  about 
the  perfon  of  George  the  Second, 
when  Prince  of  Wales ;  he  did  not 
refledl,  that  thofe  who  are  in  the 
mod  elevated  dation  have  no  idea 
of  friendffiip  independent  of  a  mod 
implicit,  not  to  fay  abjett,  refigna- 
tion  to  their  will.  His  marriage 
with  the  Dutchefs  of  KendaPs 
niece,  fo  far  from  advancing  his 
intered  at  court,  occafioned  a  liti¬ 
gation  between  him  and  his  fove- 
reign. 

He  underdood  what  is  called  the 
balance  of  Europe,  or  the  feveral 
intereds  and  claims  of  its  princes, 
perfectly.  This  fcience,  with  his 
polifhed  addrefs,  qualified  him  to 
be  one  of  the  ableft  negotiators  of 
his  time.  He  made  himfelf  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  characters  of  all 
the  great  men  in  the  feveral  courts 
of  Europe;  he  knew  their  in¬ 
trigues,  their  attachments,  and 
their  foibles;  and  was  enabled 
from  thence  to  counteract  ail  their 
political  machinations. 

I  am  perfuaded  that  his  being 
fent  on  his  fird  embaffy  to  Holland 
was  rather  an  honourable  exile 
than  a  mark  of  favour ;  he  would 
in  all  probability  have  been  trou- 
blefome  at  home.  Walpole  did 
not  envy  him  the  honour  of  fhining 
among  the  Dutch,  and  eclipfing  a 
French  envoy  by  his  fuperior 
adroitnefs. 

As  a  fpeaker,  he  is  judly  cele¬ 
brated  for  a  certain  accuracy,  as 
well  as  brilliancy,  of  dyle;  for 
pointed  wit,  gay  humour,  and 
fportive  facetioufnefs.  However, 
C  4  his 
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his  admirers  mud:  confefs,  that  he  When  he  had  reached  one  goal, 
rpyer  could  reach  the  fublime  in  he  panted  for  another.  He  aimed 
oratory.  Of  all  the  great  fpeakers  at  univerfality  of  character:  he 
ancient  and  modern,  he  chiefly  re-  wifhed  to  be  efteemed  the  patron 
fembled  Hyperides*.  He  fre-  of  learned  men  ;  but  wanted  ge- 
quently  firove  to  difarm  his  adver-  nerofity  of  fo/ul  to  merit  that  title, 
fanes  by  the  molt  profpfe  commen-  He  efpoufed  and  patronized  a, 
dation  of  their  abilities ;  but,  what  great  genius  of  the  age,  who  ad~ 
is  certainly  very  reprehenflble  in  dreffed  an  admirable  plan  of  his 
him,  while  he  beftowed  unlimited  Dictionary  to  him  ;  but  the  capri- 
commendations  on  the  minifters  cioufnefs  and  unftability  of  his 
whom  he  oppofed,  he  threw  out  mind  prevented  his  gaining  that 
the  mod  hinging  reflections  on  the  honour  he  molt  ardently  wifhed  for, 
prince,  as  if  he  had  forgotten  that  a  dedication  of  the  work  itfelf.  A 
the  fervants  of  the  crown  are  alone  letter  written  to  him  on  that  me- 
accountable  for  errors  in  govern-  morabie  occafion  by  the  author, 
inept,  who  defpifeu  his  meannefs,  and 

The  molt  applauded,  as  well  as  difdained  to  gratify  his  vanity,  will 
nnexceptionabie  part  of  his  public  live  for  ever  in  the  memory  of 
character,  was  his  adminiftration  thofe  who  have  been  favoured  with 
of  Ireland  :  as  a  viceroy,  he  fhone  the  recital  of  it. 
with  great  luftn*,  and  was  univer-  It  is  impoflible  to  reconcile  to 
Tally  approved;  perhaps  he  was  any  principles  of  reafon  and  mora- 
Indebted  to  this  Angular  good  for-  lity  the  fhocking  advice  which  he 
tune,  for  his  being  called  to  :he  gives  his  fan,  to  treat  all  wo- 
office  of  fecretary  of  ftate,  at  the  “  men  alike,  and  to  fuppofe  them 
expiration  of  his  frit  year’s  go-  all  equally  liable  to  fed uClion.^ 
vernment  of  that  kingdom.  Was  then  his  lordfhip  fo  fuccefsful 

In  private  life  we  fliould  natu-  a  lover?  was  his  addrefs  fo  formr- 
rally  pronounce  3  Cheflerfleld  the  dable,  that  no  lady  could  re ii £t 
inoft  fatisfied  of  all  men  :  eafyr  gay,  him?  His  lordfhip,  I  am  afraid, 
polite,  and  mailer  of  his  paffions,  was  not  wholly  free  from  affeCla- 
wbat  could  fuch  a  man  want,  to  tion.  Great  wits,  and  men  who 
render  his  happinefs  complete  ?■ —  court  applaufe  from  all  the  world. 
The  fame  paffion  for  admiration,  are  not  generally  the  mod  paffionate 
which  aC'tuated  him  in  public,  ac-  lovers  ! 

cornpanied  him  through  every  _ _  . _ _ _ _ 

walk  of  life. 

An  Account  of  the  Life  of  the  late 
*<  Tho’  wondering  fepates  hung  on  all  Harrilon. 

<(  he  fpeke; 

The  cjub  m.uft  hail  him  matter  of  the  T\  yT  Jolln  Harnfon  (a  molt  ac- 
u  joke.”  J.VJL  curate  mechanic,  the  cele- 

*  - Habet  moratum  dicendi  genus  cum  fuavitate  jucundum,  leniter  dul- 

cedine  conditum;  et  innumerae  lunt  in  ill  o  urbanitates,  nafus  maxi  me  forenlis, 
fedi  vitas  liberalis,  viCtrix  in  ironiis  facilitas,  joci  non  illepidi  et  minime  inepti, 
fed  re?  inhaerentes,  felixque  diafynmus,  &  nuilta  vis  comica,  aculeufque  cunt 
}oco  1 cop  uni  bene  attingente,  &  non  inhitabilis  venuftas  in  his  omnibus. 

Longinus  de  Hyperide,  p.  187.  ed.  Pearce. 

,  ‘  '  brated 
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brated  inventor  and  maker  of  the 
famous  Time  keeper  for  afcertaining 
the  longitude  at  fea,  and  alfo  of 
the  compound,  or,  as  it  is  com¬ 
monly  called,  the  gridiron  pendu¬ 
lum)  was  born  at  Foulby,  in  the 
parifh  of  VVragby,  near  Pontefradl 
in  Yorkfhire,  in  1693.  The  vigour 
of  his  natural  abilities,  if  not  even 
Itrenirthened  by  the  want  of  edu- 
cation,  which  confined  his  at¬ 
tention  to  few  objects,  at  leaft  am¬ 
ply  compenfated  the  deficiencies  of 
it;  as  fully  appeared  from  the 
aftonifhing  progrefs  he  made  in 
that  branch  of  mechanics  to  which 
he  devoted  himfelf.  H'.s  father 
was  a  carpenter,  in  which  profef- 
fion  the  fon  affiHed;  occafionaliy 
alfo,  according  to  the  mifceilaneous 
pra&ice  of  country  artifts,  furvey- 
ing  land,  and  repairing  clocks  and 
watches.'  He  was,  from  his  early 
childhood,  attached  to  any  machi¬ 
nery  moving  by  wheels,  as  ap¬ 
peared  while  he  lay  fick  of  the 
fmall-pox,  about. the  6th  year  of 
his  age ;  when  he  had  a  watch 
placed  open  upon  his  pillow,  to 
amufe  himfelf  by  contemplating  on 
the  movement.  In  1700,  he  re¬ 
moved  with  his  father  to  Barrow  in 
Lincolnfhire,  where,  though  his 
opportunities  of  acquiring  know¬ 
ledge  were  very  few,  he  eagerly  im¬ 
proved  every  incident  from  which 
he  might  collect  information  ;  fre¬ 
quently  employing  all,  or  great  part 
of  his  nights,  in  writing,  or  draw¬ 
ing  :  and  he  always  acknowledged 
his  obligations  to  a  clergyman  who 
came  every  Sunday  to  officiate  in 
the  neighbourhood,  who  lent  him 
a  MS.  copy  of  profefibr  Saunder- 
fon’s  Lectures ;  which  he  carefully 
and  neatly  tranferibed,  with  all  the 
diagrams.  His  native  genius  ex¬ 
erted  itfelf  fuperior  to  :hefe  foiitary 
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di fadvantages ;  for  in  the  year 
1726,  he  had  conftrutted  two 
clocks,  moltly  of  wood,  in  which 
he  applied  the  efcapement  and 
compound  pendulum  of  his  own 
invention  :  thefe  furpafTed  every 
thing  then  made,  fcarcely  erring  a 
fecond  in  a  month.  In  1728,  he 
came  up  to  London  with  the  draw¬ 
ings  of  a  machine  for  determining 
the  longitude  at  fea;  in  expedi¬ 
tion  of  being  enabled  to  execute 
one  by  the  board  of  longitude. 
Upon  application  to  Dr.  Halley, 
he  referred  him  to  Mr.  George 
Graham  ;  who  difeovering  he  had 
uncommon  merit,  advifed  him  to 
mnke  his  machine  before  he  ap¬ 
plied  to  the  board  of  longitude. 
He  returned  home  to  perform  this 
talk,  and  in  1735,  came  to  Lon¬ 
don  again  with  his  firji  machine  ; 
with  which  be  was  lent  to  Lifbon 
the  next  year  for  a  trial  of  its  pro¬ 
perties.  In  this  fhort  voyage  he 
corrected  the  dead  reckoning  about 
a  degree  and  a  half,  a  fuccefs  that 
proved  the  means  of  his  receiving 
both  public  and  private  encourage¬ 
ment.  About  the  year  1739,  he 
com  pleated  his  fecond  machine ,  of 
a  conftruttion  much  more  fimple 
than  the  former,  and  which  an- 
fwered  much  better  :  this,  though 
not  fent  to  fea,  recommended  Mr. 
H.trrifon  yet  flronger  to  the  patro¬ 
nage  of  his  private  friends  and  of 
the  public.  His  third  machine , 
which  he  produced  in  1749,  was  Ihil 
lefs  complicated  than  the  fecond, 
and  fuperior  in  accuracy,  aserring 
only  three  or  four  feconds  in  a 
week.  This  he  conceived  to  be 
the  ne  plus  ultra  of  his  attempts  ; 
but  in  an  endeavour  to  improve 
pocket  watches,  he  found  the  prin¬ 
ciples  he  applied,  to  furpafs  his 
expectations  to  much,  as  to  en¬ 
courage 
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courage  him  to  make  his  fourth 
T 'me- keeper,  which  is  in  the  form 
of  a  pocket  watch,  about  fix  inches 
in  diameter.  With  this  time¬ 
keeper  his  fon  made  two  voyages, 
the  one  to  Jamaica,  and  the  ocher 
to  Barbadoes ;  in  both  which  ex¬ 
periments  it  corrected  the  longi¬ 
tude  within  the  neared  limits  re¬ 
quired  by  the  a£l  of  the  12th  of 
Queen  Anne :  and  the  inventor 
therefore,  at  different  times,  chough 
not  without  infinite  trouble,  re¬ 
ceived  the  propofed  reward  of 
20.000 /.  Thefe  four  machines 
were  given  up  to  the  board  of  lon¬ 
gitude.  The  three  former  were 
not  of  any  ufe,  as  all  the  advan- 
tages  gained  by  making  them,  were 
comprehended  in  the  lad  :  they 
were  worthy  however  of  being  care¬ 
fully  preferved  as  mechanical  cu- 
riofnies,  in  which  might  be  traced 
the  gradations  of  ingenuity,  exe¬ 
cuted  with  the  mod  delicate  work- 
manlhip  !  whereas,  they  now  lie 
totally  negledled,  in  the  royal 
©bfervatory  at  Greenwich.  The 
fourth  machine,  emphatically  di- 
ftinguifhed  by  the  name  of  the 
cfi?ne- keeper,  has  been  copied  by  the 
ingenious  Mr.  Kendal  ;  and  that 
duplicate,  during  a  three  years  cir¬ 
cumnavigation  of  the  globe,  in  the 
fouthern  hemifphere  with  Captain 
Cook,  anfwered  as  well  as  the  ori¬ 
ginal.  The  latter  part  of  Mr. 
Harriian’s  life,  was  employed  in 
making  cs  fifth  im-pro^vedi  ime- keeper , 
on  the  fame  principles  with  the 
preceding  one;  which  at  the  end 
of  a  ten  weeks  trial,  in  1772,  at 
the  king’s  private  obfervatory  at 
Richmond*  erred  only  feconds. 
Within  a  few  years  of  his  death, 
bis  con  dilution  vifibly  declined, 
ond  he  had  frequent  fits  of  the 
gout,  a  diforder  that  never  attack¬ 


ed  him  before  his  77th  year  :  he 
died  at  his  houfe  in  Red  Lion 
Square,  London,  on  the  24th  of 
March,  1776,  aged  83.  There- 
clufe  manner  of  his  life  in  the  un¬ 
remitting  purfuit  of  his  favourite 
objedt,  was  by  no  means  calculat¬ 
ed  to  qualify  him  as  a  man  of  the 
world  ;  and  the  many  difcourage- 
ments  he  encountered,  in  foliciting 
the  legal  reward  of  his  labours,  dill 
lefs  difpofed  him  to  accommodate 
himfelf  to  the  humours  of  mankind. 
In  converfing  on  his  profeffion,  he 
was  clear,  didind,  and  modeft,  yet, 
like  many  other  meer  mechanics, 
found  a  difficulty  in  delivering  his 
meaning  by  writing;  in  which  he 
adhered  to  a  peculiar  and  uncouth 
phrafeology.  This  was  but  too 
evident  in  his  Defcription  concerning 
fuch  Mechanifn  as  will  afford  a  nice, 
or  trueMenfuration  of  Time,  See.  8vo. 
1775;  which  his  well  known  me¬ 
chanical  talents  will  induce  the 
public  to  account  for  from  his  un¬ 
acquaintance  with  letters,  from  his 
advanced  age,  and  attendant  men¬ 
tal  infirmities ;  among  which  may 
be  ranked  his  obdinate  refufal  to 
accept  of  any  affidance  whatever 
in  this  publication.  This  fmall 
work  includes  alfo  an  account  of 
his  new  mufical  fcale  ;  or  mecha¬ 
nical  divifion  of  the  o&ave,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  proportion  which 
the  radius  and  diameter  of  a  circle, 
have  refpedlively  to  the  circum¬ 
ference.  He  had,  in  bis  youth, 
been  the  leader  of  a  difcinguifhed 
band  of  church-fingers ;  had  a  very 
delicate  ear  for  malic  3  and  his  ex¬ 
periments  on  found,  with  a  mod 
curious  monochord  of  his  own  im¬ 
provement,  are  reported  to  have 
been  not  lefs  accurate  than  thofe  he 
was  engaged  in  for  the  raenfuration 
of  time. 
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Memoirs  officiate  Samuel  Foote,  Efq, 

MR.  Foote  was  born  at  Truro, 
in  Cornwall,  and  was  de- 
fcended  front  a  very  ancient  family. 

H  IS  father  was  member  of  parlia¬ 
ment  for  Tiverton,  in  Devonthire, 
2nd  enjoyed  the  pod  of  commil- 
fioner  of  the  prize  office  and  fine- 
contraft.  His  mother  was  heirefs 
of  the  Dinely  and  Goodere  fami¬ 
lies.  The  dreadful  confequence  of 
the  mifunderftanding  between  her 
two  brothers.  Sir  John  Dinely 
Good  ere, Bart.andSamuelGood  ere, 
Efq;  Captain  of  his  Majefty’s  ffiip 
the  Ruby ,  is  well  known  ;  on  which 
a  confiderable  part  of  the  Goodere 
eftate,  which  was  better  than  5000I. 
perannum,  defcended  toMr.  Foote. 

He  was  educated  at  Worcefter 
college,  Oxford,  which  owed  its 
foundation  to  Sir  Thomas  Cookes 
Winford,  Bart,  a  fecond  coufin  of 
cur  author’s.  On  leaving  the  uni- 
verfity,  he  commenced  ftudenc  of 
law  in  the  Temple  ;  but,  as  the 
drynefs  of  this  ifudy  did  not  fuit* 
the  livelincfs  of  his  genius,  he  foon 
relinquiffied  it.  He  married  a 
young  lady  of  a  good  family  and 
fome  fortune  ;  but,  their  tempers 
not  agreeing,  a  perfedl  harmony 
did  noc  long  iubfift  between  them. 
|de  now  launch’d  into  all  the  fa- 
fhionable  foibles  of  the  age,  gam¬ 
ing  not  excepted,  and  in  a  few 
years  fpent  his  whole  fortune.  His 
neceffities  led  him  to  the  ftage,  and 
he  made  his  firlt  appearance  in  the 
charatfer  of  Qthello*.  He  next 
performed  Fondlewife  with  much 
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more  applaufe  ;  and  this,  indeed, 
was  ever  after  one  of  his  capital 
parts.  He  attempted  Lord  Fop- 
pington  likewife,  but  prudently 
gave  it  up.  But,  as  Mr.  Foote  was 
never  a  capital  a£tor  in  the  plays 
of  others,  his  falary  was  very  un¬ 
equal  to  his  gay  and  extravagant 
turn  ;  and  he  contracted  debts 
which  forced  him  to  take  refuge 
within  the  verge  of  the  court. 

He  relieved  his  neceffities  by  a 
very  laughable  firatagem.  Sir 
Fr — s  D  —  1 — 1  had  long  been  his 
intimate  friend,  and  had  diffipated 
his  fortune  by  ftmilar  extravagance. 
Lady  N-lT-u  P — 1-t,  who  was  like- 
wife  an  intimate  acquaintance  of 
Foote’s,  and  who  was  exceeding 
rich,  was  fortunately  at  that  time 
bent  upon  a  matrimonial  fcheme. 
Foote  itrongly  recommended  to  her 
to  coniult  upon  this  momentous 
affair  the  conjurer  in  the  Old 
Bailey,  whom  he  reprefenced  as  a 
man  of  furprifing  fkilfand  pene¬ 
tration.  He  employed  an  acquain¬ 
tance  of  his  own  to  perfonate  the 
conjurer,  who  depi£ted  Sir  Fr — s 
D — 1 — 1  at  full  length  ;  defcribed 
the  time  when,  the  place  where, 
and  the  drefs  in  which  (he  would 
fee  him.  The  lady  was  fo  ftruclc 
with  the  coincidence  of  every  cir- 
cumifance,  that  fhe  married  D— - • 
1- — 1  in  a  few  days.  For  this 
iervice  Sir  Francis  fettled  an  an¬ 
nuity  upon  Foote.;  and  this  enabled 
h;m  once  more  to  emerge  from  oiu 
fcurity. 

In  1747  he  opened  the  little  thea¬ 
tre  in  the  Hay-market,  taking  upon 
himfelf  the  double  charter  of 


*  “  But  when  I  play’d  Othello,  thoufands  fwore 
They  never  faw  fuch  tragedy  before 

fajd  Woodward,  jn  the  grafter  of  Foote,  when  he  took  him  off  in  his  Th 
for  Tat . 

3U£hjQ£ 
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author  and  performer,  and  appear-  other  perfons  of  diftinCtion,  this 
ed  in  a  dramatic  piece  of  his  own  oppofition  was  over-ruled  :  and, 
cbmpofing,  called  the  Dmjevfons  of  having  altered  the  title  of  his  per- 
the  Morning.  This  piece  confuted  formanoe,  Mr,  Foote  proceeded, 
of  nothing  more  than  the  exhi-  without  further  moleftation,  to  give 
bition  of  leveral  charaders  well  tea  in  a  morning  to  his  friends,  and 
known  in  real  life,  whofe  manner  reprefented  it  thro’  a  run  of  forty 
of  converfation  and  expression  this  mornings  to  crowded  and  fplendid 
author  very  happily  hit  cfF  in  the  audiences.  , 

didion  of  his  drama,  and  dill  more  The  enfuing  feafon  he  produced 
happily  reprefented  on  the  ilage,  another  piece  of  the  fame  kind, 
by  an  exadand  mod  amazing  imi-  which  he  called  An  Auftion  of  Pic - 
tation,  not  only  of  the  manner  tures.  In  this  performance  he  in- 
and  tone  of  voice,  but  even  of  the  troduced  feveral  new  and  popular 
very  perfons  of  thofe  whom  he  in-  characters;  particularly  Sir  Tho- 
tended  to  take  off.  In  this  perfor-  mas  De  Veil,  then  the  ading  juf- 
manee,  a  certain  phyfician.  Dr.  tice  of  peace  for  Weftminfter,  Mr. 
T— n,  well  known  for  the  oddity  Cock  the  celebrated  auctioneer,  and 
and  fingularity  of  his  appearance  the  equally  famous  Orator  Hen- 
and  converfation,  and  the  cele-  ley.  This  piece  alfo  had  a  very 
brated  Chevalier  Taylor,  who  was  great  run. 

at  that  time  in  the  height  of  his  His  Knights ,  which  was  the  pro- 

popularity,  were  made  objeCts  of  duce  of  the  enfuing  feafon,  was 
Foote’s  ridicule ;  the  latter,  indeed,  a  performance  of  fomewhat  more 
very  defervedly:  and  in  the  con-  dramatic  regularity  ;  but  dill,  al- 
cludirg  part  of  his  fpeecb,  under  though  his  plot  and  characters 
the  character  of  a  theatrical  direc-  feemed  lefs  immediately  perfonaj, 
tor,  Mr.  Foote  took  off,  with  great  it  was  apparent  that  he  kept  fome 
humour  and  accuracy,  the  feveral  particular  real  perfons  flrongly  in 
ilyles  of  ading  of  every  prim-  his  eye  in  the  performance ;  and 
cipal  performer  on  the  Englidi  the  town  took  upon  themfelves  to 
ilage  *.  fix  them  where  the  refemblance  ap- 

This  performance  at  firfl  met  peared  to  be  the  moft  fftking. 
with  fome  oppofition  from  the  civil  Thus  Mr.  F^ore  continued,  from 
magiftrates  of  Wedminfier,  under  time  to  time,  to  feleft,  for  the  en- 
the  fandion  of  the  ad  of  parlia-  tertain  merit  of  the  public,  fuch 
xnent  for  limiting  the  number  of  charaders,  as  well  general  as  in- 
playhoufes,  as  well  as  from  the  dividual,  as  feemed  mod  likely  to 
jealoufy  of  one  of  the  managers  of  engage  their  attention.  His  dra- 
Drury-lane  playhoufe;  but,  the  matic  pieces,  exclufive  of  the  in- 
autfior  being  patronized  by  many  terlude  called  Piety  in  Pattens ,  are 
of  the  principal  nobility,  and  •  as  follow  :  “  Take,  The  Knights, 

*  One  of  thefe  was  the  late  facetious  Harry  Woodward,  mentioned  above, 
who  returned  the  compliment  in  a  little  piece  called  Pit  for  Pat,  of  which  the 
following  was  the  beginning  : 

st  Call’d  forth  to  battle,  fee  poor  I  appear 

To  try  one  fall  with  this  fam’d  auctioneer,’* 

T  ki 
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The  Author,  The  Englifhman  in 
Parts,  the  Englifhman  Returned 
from  Pans,  The  Mayor  of  Garet, 
The  Lyar,  The  Patron,  The  Minor, 
The  Orators  f.  The  Commiflary, 
The  Devil  upon  Two  Sticks,  The 
Lame  Lover,  The  Maid  of  Bath, 


The  Nabob,  The  Couzeners,  The 
Capu'.hin,  The  Bankrupt,”  and 
an  unfinilhed  comedy  called  “  The 
Slanderer.” 

All  thefe  works  are  only  to  be 
ranked  among  the  petites  pieces  of 
the  theatre.  In  the  execution  they 


+  It  was  in  this  performance  that  he  took  off  George  Faulkner,  the  cele¬ 
brated  printer  ;  who  refented  the  joke  fo  ferioufly ,  that  he  in  acted  our  hu- 
morift  for  a  libel,  and,  from  the  difpofition  of  the  judge  who  preiided  in  the 
court  of  king’s  bench,  Dublin,  it  was  generally  believed  the  matter  would 
have  terminated  very  much  to  his  dilgrace :  but  he  iuddemy  quitted-that  me¬ 
tropolis,  and  returned  to  England,  leaving  his  bail  to  pay  the  penalty  of  the.r 
bonds,  whom,  notwithflanding  the  reports  to  the  contrary,  he  afterwards  re- 

imburfed.  .  ...  .  r  T  » 

This  profecution  very  probably  took  its  rife  from  a  ludicious  letter  or  -Lord. 

Chefterfield  to  his  friend  George,  which  that  maukifh  compound  of  butter  and 
honey  confidered  as  a  ferious  piece  of  advice.  “  Would  you  think  it  ?”  lays 
his  lordihip  :  “  Mr.  Foote,  who,  if  I  miftake  not,  was  one  of  your  Sympofon 
while  in  London,  (and,  if  fo,  the  worfe  man  he,)  takes  you  off  in  his  new 
farce  called  The  Orators.  As  the  Government  here  cannot  properly  take  notice 
of  it,  would  it  be  amifs,  that  you  Jhouid  Jhenv  fome  fpirit  on  this  occafion ,  either  by 
way  of  ftriclure,  contempt,  or  by  bringing  an  a6dion  againlt  him  ;  I  do  not 
mean  for  writing  the  laid  farce,  but  for  acting  it.  The  do&nne  f crib  ere 
eft  arere  was  looked  upon  as  too  hard  in  the  cafe  of  Algernon  Sydney;  but 
my  Lord  •  Coke,  my  Lord  Chief  Juftice  Hales,  my  Lord  Vaughan,  Salkeid, 
and,  in  fhort,  all  the  greateft  men  of  the  law,  do,  with  their  ufual  perfpicuity. 
and  precision,  lay  it  down  for  law,  that  agere  eft  agere.  And  this  is  exaaiy 
Mr.  Foote’s  cafe  with  regard  to  you  :  therefore,  any  orders  that  you  mall  think 
fit  to  fend  me  in  this  affair  as  to  retaining  counfel,  filing  a  bill  of  Faulkner  l  erfis 
Foote ,  or  bringing  a  common  adhon  upon  the  cafe ,  which  I  think  would  be  bell  of 
all,  the  cafe  if  elf  being  actionable y  lhali  be  punctually  executed  by  your  faithful 

friend.  _  1  ,, 

Chesterfield. 

The  irony  of  this  letter  will  bed  appear  by  a  fubfequent  letter  of  his  lord- 
fhip’s,  in  which  he  expreffes  his  impatience  to  congratulate  his  friend  George^ 
oh  his  late  triumph  in  making  his  enemy  his  foot-fool.  “  A  man  of 
lefs  philofophy  than  yourfeif,  fays  his  lordfhip,  would,  perhaps,  have 
chadded  Foote  corporally,  and  have  made  him  feel  that  your  wooden  leg, 
which  he  mimicked,  had  an  avenging  arm  to  proted  it  ;  but  you  fcomed  fo 
inglorious  a  victory,  and  called  juftice  and  the  laws  of  your  country  to  punifli 
the  criminal ,  and  to  avenge  your  caufe.  You  triumphed  ;  and  I  heartily  join 
my  weak  voice  to  the  loud  acclamations  of  the  good  citizens  of  Dublin  upon 
this  occafion.  I  take  it  for  granted,  that  fome  of  your  many  tributary  w.ts 
have  already  prefented  you  with  gratulatory  poems,  See.  upon  this  iubjeot.  I 
own  I  had  fome  thoughts  myfelf  of  inferring  a  fhort  poem  to  you  upon  your 
triumph  ;  but,  to  tell  you  the  truth,  when  I  had  writ  not  above  two  thoufand 
verfes  of  it,  my  Mufe  forfook  me,  my  poetic  vein  flopped,  I  threw  away  my 
pen,  and  I  burned  my  poem,  to  th£  irreparable  lofs  not  only  ot  the  pi  efent  age, 
but  alfo  of  latefl  poftenty.” 

2  are 
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are  fomewhat  loofe,  negligent,  and 
uniiniffied  j  the  plots  are  often  ir¬ 
regular,  and  the  cataftrophes  not 
always  conclulive;  but,  with  all 
thefe  deficiencies,  they  contain 
more  ftrength  of  charader,  more 
ftrokes  of  keen  fatire,  and  more 
touches  of  temporary  humour, 

than  are  to  be  found  in  the  writ- 

„  .  \  { 

mgs  of  any  other  modern  drama- 
tiil.  Even  the  language  fpoken 
by  his  charaders,  incorred  as  it 
may  fomecimes  feem,  will,  on  a 
clofer  examination,  be  found  en¬ 
tirely  dramatical  ;  as  it  abounds 
with  thofe  natural  minutiae  of  ex- 
preffion  which  frequently  form  the 
very  bafis  of  charader,  and  which 
render  it  the  trueft  mirror  of  the 
converfation  of  the  times  in  which 
he  wrote. 

In  the  year  1766,  being  on  a 
party  of  pleafure  with  the  late 
Duke  of  York,  Lord  Mexborough, 
and  Sir  Francis  Delaval,  Mr.  Foote 
had  the  mis  fortune  to  break  his 
by  a  fall  from  his  horfe,  in 
conference  of  which  he  was  com¬ 
pelled  to  undergo  an  amputation. 
This  accident  fa  fenfibly  affeded 
the  duke,  that  he  made  a  point  of 
obtaining  for  Mr.  Foote  a  patent 
lor  life,  whereby  he  was  allowed 
to  perform,  'at  the  little  theatre  in 
the  Haymarket,  from  the  15th  of 
May  to  the  15th  of  September, 
every  year. 

He  now  became  a  greater  favou¬ 
rite  of  the  town  than  ever;  his 
very  laughable  pieces,  with  his 
more  laughable  performances,  con- 
ilantly  filed  his  houfe ;  and  his 
receipts  were  foroe  feafons  almoft 
incredible.  Parfimony  was  never 
a  vice  to  be  afcribed  to  Mr.  Foote ; 
his  hospitality  and  generofity  were 
ever  eonfpicuous ;  he  was  vifited 


by  the  firft  nobility,  and  he  was 
fomctimes  honoured  even  by  royal 
guells. 

'  The  attack  made  upon  his  cha¬ 
rader  by  one  of  his  domeftics, 
whom  he  had  difmiffed  for  mifbe- 
haviour,  is  too  well  known  to  be 
particularized  here.  Suffice  it  to 
fay,  he  was  honourably  acquitted 
of  that  charge  ;  but  it  is  believed 
by  fame  that  the  fhock  which  he 
received  from  it  accelerated  his 
death  ;  others  pretend  that  his  li¬ 
terary  altercation  with  a  certain 
then  duchefs,  or  rather  her  agents, 
much  affeded  him,  and  that  from 
that  time  his  health  declined.  We 
are  of  opinion,  however,  that  his 
natural  volatility  of  fpirits  could 
fcarcely  fail  to  fupport  him  again!! 
all  impreffions  from  either  of  thefe 
quarters. 

Mr.  Foote,  finding  his  health  de¬ 
cline,  entered  into  an  agreement 
with  Mr.  Colman,  for  his  patent 
of  the  theatre,  according  to  which 
he  was  to  receive  from  Mr.  Colman 
1600I.  per  annum,  befides  a  fli- 
pulated  fum  whenever  he  chofe  to 
perform.  Mr.  Foote  made  his  ap¬ 
pearance  two  or  three  times  lad 
fummer,  in  fome  of  the  mod  ad¬ 
mired  charaders ;  but  being  fud- 
aenly  affeded  with  a  paralytic 
ftroke  one  night  whilft  upon  the 
f!age,  he  was  compelled  to  retire, 
and  from  that  time  the  public  loft 
their  juftly  admired  Ariftophanes. 
He  was  advifed  to  bathe,  and  ac¬ 
cordingly  repaired  to  Brighthelm- 
llone,  where  he  apparently  reco¬ 
vered  his  former  health  and  fpirits, 
and  was,  what  is  called,  the  f<  fid¬ 
dle  of  the  company”  who  relorted 
to  that  agreeable  place  of  amufe- 
ment.  A  few  weeks  before  his 
death  he  returned  to  London  ;  but. 
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by  the  advice  of  his  phyficians, 
fet  out  with  an  intention  to  fpend 
the  winter  at  Paris,  and  in  the 
South  of  France.  He  had  got  no 
farther  than  Dover,  when  he  was 
fuddenly  attacked  by  another  ftroke 
of  the  palfy,  which  in  a  few  hours 
terminated  his  exigence.  He  died 
on  the  2  i  ft  of  October  in  the  56th 
year  of  his  age,  and  was  privately 
interred  in  the  cloifters  of  Weft- 
minfter-abbey.  He  has  left  a  na¬ 
tural  fon,  a  minor,  to  whom  he 
has  bequeathed  moil  of  his  for¬ 
tune. 

We  are  informed  from  good  au¬ 
thority,  that  the  day  on  which  Mr. 
Foote  fet  out  for  Dover,  about  an 
hour  before  he  went  into  his  chaife, 
he  walked  into  every  room  in  his 
houfe,  examined  with  an  accuracy 
not  ufual  to  him,  every  article  of 
furniture  he  had,  but  more  par¬ 
ticularly  his  pi&ures,  of  which  he 
had  a  large  and  elegant  collection. 
When  he  came  to  the  portrait  of 
^Wefton,  he  made  a  full  flop,  as  if 
by  fome  fecret  impulfe  ;  and  ri¬ 
veted  his  eyes  upon  the  counte¬ 
nance  of  his  old  acquaintance  for 
above  ten  minutes,  without  utter¬ 
ing  a  fyllable.  Then  turning  off 
with  a  tear  in  his  eye,  he  exclaim¬ 
ed,  “  Poor  Wefton  1”  But  the 
words  had  fcarce  dropped  from 
his  lips,  when,  with  a  tone,  as  it 
were,  of  reproach  for  his  Teeming 
fecuritv,  he  repeated  again,  “  Poor 
Wefton  !  It  will  be  very  fhortly 
Poor  Foote  !  or  the  intelligence  of 
my  fpirits  deceives  me.” 


Mr.  Foote,  as  a  private  man, 
was  ftncere,  generous,  and  humane. 
As  no  man  ever  contributed  more 
to  the  entertainment  of  the  public, 
fo  no  man  oftener  made  the  minds 
of  his  companions  expand  with 
mirth  and  good-humour  ;  and,  in 
the  company  of  men  of  high  rank 
and  fuperior  fortune,  who  courted, 
his  acquaintance,  he  always  pre- 
ferved  an  eafy  and  noble  indepen¬ 
dency.  That  he  had  his  foibles 
and  caprices,  no  one  will  pretend 
to  deny  ;  but  they  were  amply 
counterbalanced  by  his  merit  and 
abilities,  which  will  tranfmit  his 
name  to  pofterity  with  diftinguiftied 
reputation. 

“  Alas,  poor  Yorick  ! — Where 
be  your  gambols  ?  yourfongs? 
your  flafties  of  merriment,  that 
were  wont  to  fet  the  table  in 
a  roar  ?  Not  one  now  !  Alas, 
poor  Yorick !” 


Memoirs  of  the  Life  of  Mr.  Vol- 
taire*. 

OME  fix  the  birth  of  Francis 
de  Voltaire  to  the  20th  of 
February,  others  to  the  20th  of 
November,  1694,  and  there  are 
extant  medals  of  him  bearing  each, 
of  theie  dates. 

At  twelve  years  of  age,  having 
written  fome  verfes  that  appeared 
to  be  fuperior  to  what  could  have 
been  expected  fo  early  in  life,  he 
was  introduced  to  the  celebrated 
Ninon  de  PEnclos,  by  the  Abbe 


*  Thefe  anecdotes  are  extracted  from  a  work,  originally  publifhed  in  French, 
entitled  Hijlcrical  Memoirs  of  the  author  of  the  Henriade .  We  are  allured,  in  an 
advertil’euient  prefixed  to  the  Englilh  tranftation,  that  they  are  the  work  of  the 
celebrated  author  himfelf  j  and  indeed  the  contents  leave  us  very  little  room  to 
doubt  of  their  authenticity. 


Chateau- 


Chateauneuf,  her  intimate  friend, 
and  that  extraordinary  woman  be¬ 
queathed  to  him  the  fum  of  two 
thoufand  livres  to  buy  books ;  which 
legacy  was  pun£tually  paid. 

The  little  piece  in  verfe  here 
alluded  to,  is  probably  that^  which 
he  compofed  for  an  invalid  w'ho 
had  ferved  in  the  regiment  of  Dau¬ 
phins,  under  the  only  fon  of  Louis 
XIV.  The  old  foldier  had  gone 
to  the  Jefuits  college  to  entreat  one 
of  the  mailers  to  oblige  him,  by 
writing  a  petition  in  verfe,  to  be 
prefented  to  the  Dauphin.  Lhe 
mailer  told  him  he  was  then  too 
bufy,  but  that  there  was  a  young 
fcholar  who  could  do  him  the  fa¬ 
vour  he  requeued  *. 

Notwith  Handing  his  extreme 
youth,  he  was  admitted  to  an  in¬ 
timacy  with  the  Abbe  Chaulieu, 
the  Marquis  de  la  Fare,  the  Duke 
of  Sully,  and  the  Abbe  Courtin  ; 
and  he  has  often  told  us  that  his 
father  believed  him  entirely  ruin¬ 
ed,  becaufe  he  kept  company  with 
people  of  faihion,  and  made  verfes. 

At  the  age  of  eighteen,  he  began 


in  which 
ce  chortifes 
ancients  f. 
The  players  were  cry  unwilling 
to  appear  in  a  tragedy,  the  fub- 
je£t  of  which  had  been  a! re  dy 
treated  by  Corneille,  whofe  per¬ 
formance  was  what  is  commonly 
called  a  Stock  Play.  It  was  not 
a&ed  till  1718,  and  even  then, 
not  without  an  order  from  the 
court. 

The  young  man,  who  was  ex- 
ceffively  diffipated  and  immerfed 
in  all  the  pleafures  .common  at 
his  time  of  life,  was  not  fenfible 
of  the  rifque  he  ran,  nor  did  he 
give  himfeif  any  trouble  whether 
his  piece  fucceeded  or  not.  He 
indulged  himfeif  in  a  thoufand  fai¬ 
lles  on  the  llage,  and  at  lall  wan¬ 
tonly  laid  hold  of  the  train  of  the 
chief  prieft,  in  a  fcene  where  that 
pontiff  was  producing  a  very  tragi¬ 
cal  effed.  Marfhal  Villars’s  lady, 
who  was  in  thefirft  box,  enquired 
who  the  young  man  was  that  had 
play’d  that  trick,  as  it  Teemed  to 
be  done  with  a  view  to  ruin  the 
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the  tragedy  of  Oedipus 
he  propofed  to  intrc 
after  the  manner  of 


*  The  following  verfes  are  given  as  having  been  compofed  by  him  on  that 
occafjon.' 

Digne  fils  du  plus  grand  des  Rois,  ' 

Son  amour  et  notre  efperance, 

Vous  qui,  fans  regner  fur  la  France, 

Regnes  fur  le  coeur  des  Francois  } 

Souffrez-vous  que  ma  vieille  veine. 

Par  un  effort  ambitieux, 

Ofe  vous  donner  une  etrenne, 

Vous  qui  n’en  recevez  que  de  la  main  des  Dieux  ? 

On  a  dit  qu’a  votre  naiffance 
Mars  vous  donna  la  vaillance. 

Mine-rye  la  fageffe,  A.pollon  la  beaute  : 

Mais  un  Dieu  bienfaifant,  que  j 'implore  en  me  pienes, 

Vpulut  audi  me  donner  rnes  etrennes, 

En  yous  donnant  la  liberalite. 

We  have  a  letter  of  the  learned  Dacier,  dated  1713?  in  which  he  advifes  the 
author,  who  had  then  finifhed  his  piece,  to  add  finging  chorufes,  in  imitation  of 
tne  Greeks  }  but  it  was  impracticable  on  the  French  Hage. 

piece  j 
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piece;  and  being  told  that  he  was 
the  author  i-  oe  Tent  for  him  into 
the  box,  the  attachment  he 

formed  fromn*  at  time  to  the  Ma- 
rechal  and  his  lady,  continued 
during  their  lives. 

Yv  hat  is  as  fingular,  and  a  fadl 
fcarcely  known,  is,  that  the  Prince 
of  Conti,  the  father  of  him  who 
gained  fo  great  reputation  by  the 
battle>  at  the  blockade  of*Demont 
and  Chateau  Dauphin,  addrefled 
iome  verfes  to  him,  which  con¬ 
clude  thus  ; 

“  Ayant  puife  fes  vers  aux  eaux  de 
“  I’ Aganippe, 

“  Pour  fon  premier  projet  il  fait  le  choix 
“  d’Oedipe, 

f<  Et  quoique  des  longtems  ce  fujet  fut 
“  connu, 

“  Par  un  Rile  plus  beau  cette  piece 
u  changee 

(i  Fit  croire  des  Enfers  Racine  revenu, 
i(  Ou  que  Corneille  avait  la  fknne  cor- 
«  rigce.” 

From  Aganippe’s  fobrce  his  ftrains  he 
drew, 

Then  brought  old  Oedipus  again  to  view, 
A  theme  well  known — yet  luch  correftnefs 
fhines. 

Such  eafy  grace  adorns  his  poli/h’cHines'; 
We  think  Racine  has  left  the  lliades  be¬ 
low, 

Or  Corneille’s  rugged  numbers  learnt  to 
flow. 

We  have  not  been  able  to  find' 
the  anfwer  of  the  author  of  Oedi¬ 
pus.  We  afked  him  one  day  if  he 
did  not  jeftingly  fay  to  the  prince, 

“  my  lord,  you  will  be  a  great 
poet  ;  1  muft  procure  you  a  pen- 
fion  from  the  king  and  whether, 
as  is  alfo  pretended,  he  did  not 
once  put  this  quellion  to  his  high- 
nefs  at  fupper.  Are  we  all.  princes  ? 
or  are  we  all  poets  ?  He  replied, 
DeliSIa  ju-ventutis  mere  ne  memineris 
Domine.  Remember  not  the  Jins  of 
my  youth ,  O  Lord . 

Vol.  XX. 
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After  having  fin  I  Hied  his  Oedi¬ 
pus,  but  before  it  had  been  per¬ 
formed,  he  began  the  Hennade , 
when  with  Monfieur  de  Caumartin, 
intendant  of  the  finances,  at  St. 
Ange. 

We  have  oftner  than  once  heard 
him  (ay,  that  when  he  undertook  . 
thefe  two  performances,  he  did  not 
imagine  he  ihould  be  able  to  finifh. 
them,  and  that  he  was  neither 
acquainted  with  the  rules  of  the 
drama,  nor  Epic  poetry  ;  but  that 
he  was  fired  with  what  he  heard  of 
Henry  IV.  from  Monfieur  Cau¬ 
martin,  who  was  well  verfed  in 
hiltory,  an  excefiive  admirer  of  that 
prince,  and  a  gentleman  of  a  moft 
refpedlabie  character  ;  and  that  he 
began  the  work  from  mere  enthu- 
fialm,  almofl  without  reflection. 

Having  one  day  read  feveral 
cantos  of  his  poem  when  on  a  vifit 
to  his  intimate  friend,  the  young 
Prefident  de  Maifons,  he  was  fo 
teazed  with  objections,  that  he  loll 
patience,  and  threw  his  manufeript 
into  the  fire.  The  prefident,  He- 
naut,  with  difficulty  refeued  it. 

“  Remember,-  faid  Mr.  Henaut  to 
him,  in  one  of  his  letters,  it  was 
I  that  faved  the  Henriade,  and 
that  it  colt  me  a  handfome  pair  of 
ruffles.  ” 

Some  years  after,  feveral  copies 
of  this  poem  were  handed  about, 
while  it  was  only  a  (ketch,  and  an 
edition  of  it  with  many  chafms  was 
publifhed,  under  the  title  of  The 
League . 

All  the  DC-ets  in  Paris,  and  even 
many  of  the  learned,  fell, foul  of 
him.  Twenty  pamphlets  were  let 
fly  againfl:  him.  The  Henriade 
was  played  at  the  fair  ;  and  it  was 
infinuated  to  the  old  Bifhop  of 
Frejus,  preceptor  to  the  king,  that 
it  was  indecent,  and  even  crimi- 
D  nal, 

t  t 
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nal,  to  write  in  praife  of  Ad¬ 
miral  C'oligny  and  Queen  Eliza¬ 
beth. 

The  Cabal  had  interell  enough 
to  engage  Cardinal  de  Bifii,  then 
prefident  of  the  afiembly  of  the 
clergy,  to  pafs  a  judicial  cenlure 
upon  the  work*  but  this  ftrange 
defign  proved  abortive.  The 
young  author  was  filled  with  equal 
furprize  and  refentment  at  thefe 
antfigues.  His  diflipation  prevent¬ 
ed  hint  from  making  friends  among 
the  literati  :  and  he  had  not  the 
art  of  combating  his  enemies  with 
their  own  weapons,  which  is  faid 
to  be  abfolutely  necedfary  in  Paris, 
if  a  man  vvifhes  to  fucceed  in  any 
kind  of  purfuit. 

In  1722,  he  gave  the  tragedy 
of  Mariamne,  That  princefs  was 
poifoned  by  Herod.  When  file 
drank  the  cup,  the  faction  cried 
out,  the  Queen  drinks ,  and  the  piece 
was  damned  * . 

Theie  continual  mortifications 
determined  him  to  print  the  Ken- 
riade  in  England,  as  he  could  nei¬ 
ther  obtain  privilege  r.or  patronage 
for  it  in  France. 

He  was  right  ;  King  George  the 
Firft,  and  more  particularly  the 
Jbi  ncefs  of  Wales3af terwards  Queen 
of  England,  railed  an  immenfe 
fubfeription  for  him.  Their  libe¬ 
rality  laid  the  foundation  of  his 
fortune  ;  for  on  his  return  to  France 
in  1728,  he  put  his  money  into  a 
lottery  efiablilhed  by  Mr.  Desforts, 
comptroller  general  of  the  finan¬ 
ces.  The  adventurers  received  a 
rent  charge  on  the  Hotel de-V Hie 
for  their  tickets  ;  and  the  prizes 
were  paid  in  ready  money ;  fo 
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that  if  a  fociety  had  taken  all 
the  tickets,  it  would  have  gained 
a  million  of  livres.  He  joined 
with  a  numerous  company  of  ad- 
venturers,  and  vvas  fortunate.  We 
were  furnilhed  with  this  anecdote 
by  a  member  of  the  lame  lociety, 
who  verified  it  bv  producing  his 
regifters.  Mr.  Voltaire  wrote  to 
him  as  follows  ;  “  To  make  a  for¬ 
tune  in  this  country,  nothing  more 
is  requisite  than  to  read  the  arrrets 
of  the  Council.  It  is  feldom  but 
the  minifiry  is  obliged  to  make 
fuch  arrangements  in  the  finances, 
as  turn  to  the  advantage  of  indivi¬ 
duals.  ’* 

We  are  afterwards  informed  of 
the  bad  fuccefs  of  his  Brutus  and 
Zara,  and  of  the  refufal  of  the 
Academicians  to  admit  him  into 
their  fociety.  About  this  time 
he  became  intimately  acquainted 
with  the  illuftrious  Marchionefs 
of  Chatellet,  with  whom  he  ftu- 
d led  the  principles  of  Newton, 
and  the  fyftems  of  Leibnitz.  They 
retired  to  Cirey,  in  Champagne, 
for  feveral  years,  two  of  which 
Mr.  Koenig,  an  eminent  mathe¬ 
matician,  palled  with  them.  Mr., 
Voltaire  caufed  a  gallery  to  be 
eredled,  where  they  performed  all 
the  experiments  on  light  and  elec¬ 
tricity. 

When  he  attempted  to  publifii 
his  Elements  of  the  Newtonian  Phi - 
lofophy ,  a  philofophy  then  fcarce 
known  in  France,  he  could  not 
obtain  a  privilege  from  the  Chan¬ 
cellor  AguefTeau,  who  was  a  man 
of  univerfal  learning,  but  being 
bred  a  Cartefian,  difeouraged  the 
new  difcovei*ies  as  much  as  he 


*  Probably  this  alluded  to  fome  report  circulated  at  that  time,  which  has  not 
come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  tranllator,  other  wife  the  exprefiionxould  not  have 
Jhad  fuch  an  effe£L 
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COuld.  Our  author’s  attachment 
to  the  principles  of  Neuron  and 
Locke,  drew  upon  him  a  new  crowd 
of  enemies.  He  wrote  to  Mr. 
Falkner,  to  whom  he  didicated 
his  Zara.  “  It  is  believed  that 
the  French  love  novelty,  but  it 
mult  be  in  cookery  and  fafhions, 
for  as  to  new  truths  they  are  al¬ 
ways  profcribed  among  us  ;  it  is 
only  when  they  grow  old  that  they 
are  well  received.” 

By  way  of  relaxation  from  his 
ftudies  in  Natural  Philofophy,  he 
amufed  himfelf  in  writing  his  Maid 
of  Orleans.  We  have  proofs  that 
this  piece  of  drollery  was  compofed 
almolt  entirely  at  Cirey.  Madame 
de  Chatellet  loved  poetry  as  much 
as  geometry,  and  was  a  very  good 
judge  of  it.  Although  this  poem 
was  only  comic,  yet  there  is  much 
more  fancy  in  it  than  in  the  Hen- 
riade  ;  but  it  was  vilely  difgraced 
by  fome  lhamelefs  fcoundrels,  who 
printed  it  with  horrid  lewdneifes. 
The  only  good  editions  are  thofe 
of  Geneva. 

Not  long  afterwards,  he  became 
acquainted  with  the  celebrated 
RoufTeau  at  Bruffels,  and  they  foon 
conceived  a  ftrong  averfion  from 
each  other.  RoufTeau  having  (hewn 
his  antagonist  a  lyric  epiftle,  ad- 
dre{Ted  to  poderity,  met  with  this 
reparte~  ;  my  friend ,  this  letter' s will 
never  be  delivered  according  to  its 
direction.  RoufTeau  never  forgave 
this  piece  of  raillery.  There  is 
extant  a  letter  from  Mr.  de  Vol¬ 
taire  to  Mr.  Linant,  containing 
the  following  paflage  :  “  RoufTeau 
defpifes  me  becaufe  I  am  carelefs 
in  my  rhimes,  and  I  defpife  Rouf¬ 
ieau  becaufe  he  is  only  a  rhimer.” 

*  Hence  the  ridiculous  cuftom  of  cryi 
whether  good  or  bad,  fucceeds  the  firft  j 
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In  the  year  1738,  commenced 
the  correfpondeni e  wi f h  which  the 
king,  Ten  H^redi'ary  Prince  Ro\  al 
of  Pruflia,  haih  ever  fin.e  been 
pleafed  to  honour  him  ;  and  in  the 
year  1740,  he  went  to  pay  his 
court  ar  Berlin,  before  the  king  was 
prepared  for  invading  Siiefli. 

Soon  after  his  return  from  Ber¬ 
lin,  he  wrote  the  tragedies  of  Ma- 
hornet  and  Merope.  The  tragedy 
of  Merope  is  the  fird  piece,  not 
upon  a  facred  fubjetl,  that  fuc- 
ceeded  without  the  aid  of  an  amo¬ 
rous  paffion,  and  which  procured 
our  author  rr\ore  honour  than  he 
hoped  from  it.  It  was  played  on 
the  26th  of  February,  1743.  We 
cannot  bet’er  defcribe  the  lingular 
circum dances  attending  i  s  recep¬ 
tion,  than  by  inferting  his  letter 
of  the  4th  of  April  following,  to 
his  friend  Mr.  L’Aiguebere,  then 
at  Tholoufe. 

“  Merope  is  not  yet  printed.  I 
am  afraid  it  will  not  fucceed  fo 
well  in  the  clofet  as  on  the  llage. 
—  The  piece  is  not  mine  ;  it  is 
Mademoifeile  Dumenil’s.  — -  What 
think  you  of  an  a£trefs  that  kept 
the  audience  in  tears  through  three 
TuccefTive  a&s  ?  —  The  public  have 
run  into  a  little  onidake,  and  given 
me  credit  for  a  part  of  rhe  extreme 
pleafure  given  them  by  the  adiors. 
The  fedudion  was  fo  great,  that 
the  pic,  with  loud  fhouts,  infilled 
upon  feeing  me  *.  I  was  feized 
in  the  hiding  place,  where  I  had 
fquatted  for  flicker,  and  brought 
by  force  into  the  box  of  Marfhal 
Villars’s  lady,  who  was  there  with 
her  daughter-in-law.  —  The  pit 
vvas  mad  ;  they  called  out  to  the 
Dutchefs  de  Villars  to  kifs  me,  a  id 

igthe  author,  the  author,  when  a  piece, 
ight. 
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they  made  fo  much  noife,  that  Hie 
was  obliged  to  comply  by  order 
of  her  mother-in-law. — -I  bus  have 
I  been  killed  in  public,  as  was 
Alain  Chartier,  by  the  Princefs 
Margaret  of  Scotland  ;  but  he  was 
afleep,  and  I  was  wide  awake.” 

Soon  ’after  we  fee  him  again 
taking  a  journey  to  the  King  of 
Pruffia,  who  was  always  inviting 
him  to  Berlin,  but  could  never 
prevail  on  him  to  quit  his  old 
friends  for  any  confiderable  time. 
In  this  journey  he  performed  a 
lingular  fervice  to  the  king  his 
maker,  as  we  fee  by  the  letters 
which  palled  between  him  arid 
Mr.  Arnelot,  the  minifter  of  date. 
But  thefe  particulars  come  not 
within  cur  prefent  defign. — We 
view  him  only  in  his  literary  cha¬ 
racter. 

In  the  year  T749,  after  the  death 
of  the  illuftrious  Ma'rchionefs  of 
Chatellet,  whom  Mr.  Voltaire  had 
attended  to  the  court  of  Staniflaus, 
the  King  of  Pruffia  gave  him'  an 
invitation  to  come  and  live  with 
him.  It  was  not  till  towards  the 
end  of  the  month  of  Auguft,  1750, 
after  having  for  fix  months  com¬ 
bated  the  opinions  of  all  his  friends, 
who  flrcngly  diffuaded  him  from 
going,  that  we  find  him  refolved 
to  quit  France,  and  attach  hircj- 
felf  to  his  P ruffian  Majefty  tor  the 
reft  of  his  life.  He  could  not 


withftand  the  letter  which  the  King 


of  Pruffia  wrote  to  him  the  23d  of 
Auguft  from  the  apartments  deft  in - 
ed  for  his  future  gueft  in  the  pa¬ 
lace  of  Berlin  :  a  letter  which  has 
been  often  printed  and  is  univer- 
fally  known. 

ATt-v’r  this  letter,  the  King  of 
Pruffia  afked  the  con  fen  t  of  the 
King  of  France,  by  his  minifter 
at  that  court,  which  was  readily 
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granted.  Our  author  was  prefen  t* 
ed  at  Berlin  with  the  order  of  me¬ 
rit.  the  key  of  Chamberlain,  and 
a  penilon  of  twenty  thoufand  livres. 
However  he  did  not  give  up  his 
houfe  at  Paris,  and  by  the  accounts 
of  Mr.  Delaleu,  the  Notary,  we 
find  that  Mr.  de  Voltaire  was  at 
an  expence  of  thirty  thoufand 
livres  a  year  there.  He  was  at¬ 
tached  to  the  King  of  Pruffia  by 
the  rnoft  refpedtful  regard,  as  well 
as  by  their  conformity  of  take. 
He  has  a  hundred  times  faid,  that 
Monarch  was  as  agreeable  in  com¬ 
pany,  as  he  was  formidable  at  the 
head  of  an  army  ;  and  that  he  had 
never  more  pleafmg  evening  par¬ 
ties  at  Paris,  than  thofe  to  which 
that  prince  would  have  conftantly 
admitted  him.  His  regard  for  the 
King  of  Pruffia  rofe  to  a  degree  of 
enthufiafm.  His  apartments  were 
under  the  King’s,  and  he  never 
quitted  them  but  to  go  to  i upper. 
The  king  compofed  works  in  phi- 
lofophy,  hiftory,  and  poetry,  in 
the  upper  apartments,  while  his 
favourite  cultivated  the  fame  arts 
and  the  fame  talents  in  the  lower. 
They  communicated  theiy  works 
to  one  another.  'The  Pruffian  Mo¬ 
narch  wrote  his  memoirs  of  the 
houfe  of  Brandenburg  at  Potzdata  ; 
and  the  French  author  having  car¬ 
ried  his  materials  with  him,  wrote 
his  age  of  Louis 'XIV.  at  the  fame 
place.  Thus  did  his  days  glide 
along  in  tranquility  enlivened  by 
fuch  agreeable  employments. 

It  muft  be  owned,  that  nothing 
could  be  more  agreeable  than  this 
kind  of  iife,  or' any  thing  do  more 
honour  to  philofophy  and  the  belles 
lettres.  This  happinefs  would 
have  been  more  lafting,  and  would 
not  have  given  place  to  a  kill, 
greater  happinefs,  if  it  had  not 

been : 
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been  for  a  difpute  on  a  fubjedl  in 
mixed  mathematicks,  which  arofe 
between  Maupertuis,  who  likewife 
Jived  at  that  time  with  the  King 
of  Pruffia,  and  Koenig,  librarian 
to  the  Princels  of  Orange,  at  the 
Hague.  This  difpute  was  a  con¬ 
tinuation  of  that  which  for  a  long 
time  had  divided  the  mathemati¬ 
cians  about  the  living  and  dead 
forces.  It  cannot  be  denied  but 
that  a  little  quackery  gets  into  this 
fubjedt,  as  well  as  into  theology 
and  medicine.  It  was  a  moll  tri¬ 
lling  quellion  at  bell,  for  let  them 
entangle  it  as  much  as  they  will, 
they  mull  always  return  to  v  the 
plain  laws  of  motion.  The  tem¬ 
pers  of  the  difputants  were  lour¬ 
ed,  and  Mauper.tuis,  who  rujed 
the  academy  at  Berlin,  procured  a 
condemnation  of  Koenig’s  opinion 
in  the  year  1752,  on  the  autho¬ 
rity  of  a  letter  of  the  late  Leib¬ 
nitz,  without  being  able  to  pro¬ 
duce  the  original  or  thac  letter, 
which  however  had  been  leen  by 
Mr.  Wolf.  He  went  fill  I  farther, 
—  he  wrote  to  the  Princels  of 
Orange,  to  beg  her  to  difmils 
Kcenig  from  his  employment  of 
Librarian  ;  and  reprefented  him  to 
the  King  of  Pruffia,  as  a  man  who 
had  been  wanting  in  the  refpedt 
due  to  his  majeity.  Voltaire,  who 
had  pa  fled  two  whole  years  at  Cirey 
with  Kcenig,  during  which  he  had 
contracted  an  intimacy,  thought  it 
was  his  duty  openly  to  eipoufe  the 
caufe  of  his  friend. 

The  quarrel  became  violent, 
and  the  itudy  of  philofophy  de¬ 
generated  into  fadtion  and  cabal, 
Maupertuis  was  at  fome  pains  to 
have  it  reported  at  court,  that  one 
day,  while  General  Manliein  hap¬ 
pened  to  be  in  the  apartments  of 
Mr.  de  Voltaire,  who  was  then 
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tranflating  into  French,  The  Me¬ 
moirs  of  Rujfia ,  compofed  by  that 
Officer  ;  the  king,-  in  his  ufuai 
manner,  fent  a  copy  of  verfes  to 
be  examined,  when  Voltaire  faid 
to  Manftein,  Let  us  leave  off  for 
the  prefent ,  my  friend  ;  you  fee  th$ 
king  has  Jent  me  his  dirty  linen  to 
'waft},  1  will  wafh  your3 s  another 
time .  A  fingle  word  is  fometimes 
fufficient  to  ruin  a  man  at  cojurt  % 
Maupertuis  imputed  fuch  a  word 
to  Voltaire,  and  lucceeded. 

It  was  about  this  very  tjme 
that  Maupertuis  publifhed  his  very 
flrange  Bhilofophical  Letters,  in 
which  he  propofed  to  build  a  la- 
tin  citv  ;  to  fail  in  quefl  of  difeo- 
veries  diredlly  under  the  pole ;  to 
perforate  the  earth  to  the  center  ; 
— to  go  to  the  Streights  of  Magel¬ 
lan,  and  difleft  the  brains  of  a 
Patagonian,  in  order  to  inveitigate 
the  nature  of  the  foul  ; — t'o  cover 
the  bodies  of  the  fick  with  pitch, 
to  prevent  the  danger  of  perfpira- 
tion  ;  and,  above  all,  not  to  pay 
the  phyfician, 

Mr.  de  Voltaire  heightened  thefe 
philofophic  ideas  with  all  the  rail¬ 
lery  which  fo  fine  an  opportunity 
prefen  ted,  and,  unfortunately,  the 
learned  all  over  Europe  were  amuf. 
ed  with  the  ridicule.  Maupertuis 
was  careful  to  join  his  own  caufe 
to  the  caufe  of  the  king  ;  and  this 
piece  of  ridicule  was  looked  upon 
as  a  failure  in  refpedl  to  his  ma- 
jefty.  Our  author  in  the  mofl  re- 
fpedlful  manner  returned  the  key 
of  C'hhmberlain,  and  the  crofs  of 
his  order  to  the  king,  with  the  fol¬ 
lowing  verfes. 

«  Je  ies  recqs,  avec  tendrefTs  ; 

<c  Je  vous  les-  rend  avec  douieur, 
u  Coijime  un  am  ant  jaioux,  dans 
“  mauvaife  hurneur, 

“  Rend  le  portrait  de  fa  MaltreATe*” 

D  3 
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The  king  Tent  back  the  key  and 
ribbon.  Our  author  then  fet  out 
to  pay  a  vilir  to  her  highnefs  the 
Puchefs  of  Gotha,  who  con'inued 
to  honour  him  with  her  friendfhip 
while  Ihe  lived.  !t  was  for  her 
that  the  wrote  LThe  Annals  of  the 
Empire ,  about  a  year  after;  a  wotk 
which  was  entirely  new  m  del  led 
in  his  Ejfay  upon  the  Hijiory  of  the 
Genius  and  Manners,  of  Rations. 

While  he  remained  at  Gotha, 
Ma  upertuis  employed  all  his  bat¬ 
teries  again  it  our  traveller,  which 

O  9 

he  was  made  fenfible  1,  when  he 
came  to  meet  his  niece,  Madame 
Deals,  at  Francfort  on  the  Mayne. 

On  the  firlt  of  June,  an  hon^ft 
German,  who  neither  Joyed  the 
French  ror  their  verfes,  came,  and 
in  bad  French,  demanded  the  works 
in  poejhy  of  the  king  his  matter. 
Our  traveller  replied,  that  the 
works  in  poejhy  were  with  the  rett 
of  his  property  at  Le  pfic.  The 
German  informed  him,  that  he  was 
ordered  to  Francfort,  and  mutt  not 
depart  till  thefe  works  arrived. 
3VT  .  do  Voltaire  gave  him  the  key 
of  Chamberlain,  and  the  crofs  of 
the  order,  and  promifed  to  rettore 
what  he  h  id  demanded  j  upon 
which  the  mettlnger  wrote  the  lyi¬ 
ng  billet  *. 

“  S  I  R, 

*e  So  foon  the  large  package 
**  from  Leipfic  fhall  be  here,  where 
**  is  the  work  of  poefhy  of  the 
4i  king,  my  mailer,  yc  u  may  de- 

V  part  wherever  you  thimk  pro- 

V  per. 

44  Francfort,  ift  June,  175 3,” 

*  The  Tranflator,  that  the  fpirit  of 
rendered  it  word  for  word* 

>  .  *  ■  -  .  v  1  *  i 
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The  prifoner  wrote  at  the  hot* 
tom  of  the  note.  Good  for  ihe  nxork 
of  poejhy  of  the  king ,  your  mafter , 

.But  when  the  verfes  arrived,  it 
was  pretended  there  were  fome 
bills  of  exchange  expe&ed,  which 
did  not  arrive.- -The  travellers  \vere 
detained  fifteen  days  at  the  iig n 
of  the  Goat,  on  account  of  thefe 
pretended  bilk  ;  and  at  laft  were 
not  permitted  to  depart  without 
paying  a  conhderahle  random.—* 
Thefe  are  detail-  which  never  come 
to  the  ears  of  kings. 

This  ad  venture  was  very  foon 
forgotten  by  both  parties,  and  with 
great  propriety.  The  king,  lent 
back  hi-  verfes  to  h;s  old  admirer, 
and  lorn  after  a  conliderable  num¬ 
ber  of  new  ones,  (c  was  a  love 
quarrel  ;  —  the  bickerings  of  a  court 
foon  die  away  ;  but  a  laudable 
ruling  paffion  will  long  continue,  f 
/  Soon  after  his  departure  from 
Berlin,  he  p  rchafd  the  Seignory 
of  Ferny  in  the  Pays  de  Gex,  about 
a  league  from  Geneva.  It  was  here, 
that  he  undertook  the  defence  of 
the  celebrated  family  ,-of  Galas ; 
and  it  was  nor  long  before  he  had 
a  fecond  opportunity  of  vindicating 
the!  nnccence  of  another  condemn¬ 
ed  famBy  of  he  name  of  Striven* 
T  is  fomewhar  reinark^bl  ,  that 
in  the  year  1774,  be  bad  the  third 
tune  a  lingular  opporunity  of  em¬ 
ploying  tnat  fame  zeal,  which  he 
had  the  good  fortune  to  difplay  in, 
the  fatal  catattrophe  of  the  fami¬ 
lies  of  CaJas  and  Sirven.  As  this 
tt°ry  is  not  So  generally  known  as 
the  former,  we  fhall  give  it  the 
reader  in  the  author’s  own  words. 

the  original  might  not  evaporate,  has 
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He  was  informed  that  there  was 
a  young  French  gentleman  of  mo¬ 
del!  merit,  and  lingular  good  (enfe, 
in  the  King  of  Pruffia’s  army,  at 
Wefel.  This  young  gentleman  was 
only  a  volunteer,  and  had  been 
condemned  at  Abbeville,  with  the 
Chevalier  de  la  Barre,  to  fufFer  the 
punifhment  of  parricides,  for  not 
kneeling  in  time  of  rain  before  a 
proceflion  of  Capuchins,  who  had 
palfed  about  fifty  or  fixty  paces 
from  them. 

To  this  accusation  was  added 
that  of  having  lung  a  rakilh  fong 
of  a  hundred  years  old,  and  re¬ 
peating  Piron’s  Ode  to  Priapus. 
This  Ode  of  Piron’s  was  a  lewd 
flight  of  a  young  man,  and  look¬ 
ed  upon  as  loch  a  venial  trefpais, 
that  the  King  of  France,  Louis  XV, 
hearing  that  the  author  was  poor, 
gave  him  a  penlion  out  of  his  pri¬ 
vy  purfe.  Thus  he  who  compofed 
the  piece  was  rewarded  by  a  good 
king,  while  they  who  repeated  it, 
were  condemned  to  fufFer  the  molt 
dreadful  punifhment,  by  fome  in¬ 
human  mongers  of  a  village. 

Three  judges  of  Abbeville  con¬ 
duced  the  profecution,  and  the 
fentence  was  as  follows :  1  hat  the 
Chevalier  de  la  Barre,  and  his 
young  friend  (of  whom  we  have 
been  fpeaking)  fhould  be  put  to 
the  torture  ordinary  and  extraordi¬ 
nary,  their  hands  be  cut  off,  their 
tongues  torn  out  with  pincers,  and 
their  bodies  burnt  alive. 

Of  three  judges  who  gave  this 
fentence,  two  of  them  were  abso¬ 
lutely  incompetent.  One  of  them 
for  being  the  declared  enemy  of 
the  young  people’s  parents;  the 
other,  becaufe  having  formerly  got 
himfelf  admitted  counfellor,  he 
had  fince  purchased  and  exereifed 
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the  bufmefs  of  attorney  in  Ab¬ 
beville:  His  principal  employ¬ 
ment  was  that  of  a  dealer  in  bul¬ 
locks  and  hogs  f— he  had  been 
condemned  by  the  confuls  of  Ab¬ 
beville,  and  the  court  of  Aides  had 
afterwards  declared  him  incapable 
of  holding  any  municipal  employ¬ 
ment  in  the  kingdom. 

The  third  judge,  intimidated  by 
the  two  others,  had  the  weaknefs 
to  fubferibe  to  their  fentence,  which 
was  followed  by  the  moft  poignant 
and  fruitiefs  remorfe. 

To  the  furprife  and  aftonHhment 
of  all  Europe,  that  ftill  (hudders 
with  horror  at  the  deed,  the  Che¬ 
valier  de  la  Barre  was  executed  s 
his  friend  was  outlawed,  having 
been  in  a  foreign  country  before 
the  beginning  of  the  profecution. 

This  fentence,  fo  execrable,  and 
at  the  fame  time  fo  abiurd,  which 
is  an  eternal  difgrace  to  France, 
was  much  more  to  be  condemned 
than  that  by  which  the  innocent 
Calas  was  broke  upon  the  wheel  5 
for  thejudges  of  Calas  were  guilty 
of  no  other  fault  than  that  of  de¬ 
ceiving  themfelves,  while  the  crime 
of  the  Abbeville  judges,  was  their 
being  monllers  of  cruelty  with 
their  eyes  open.  They  condemned 
two  youths  to  fufFer  as  cruel  a  death 
as  Ravaillac  and  Damiens,  for  a 
levity  which  only  deferved  a  week’s 
imprifonment.  It  may  be  faid  that 
fince  the  maffacre  of  St.  Bartholo¬ 
mew  nothing  fo  dreadful  has  hap¬ 
pened.  It  is  melancholy  to  relate 
fuch  an  inftance  of  brutal  ferocity 
as  is  not  to  be  met  with  among 
the  moft  favage  people,  but  truth 
obliges  us  tp  it. 

Mr.  de  Voltaire  having  been 
informed  that  the  other  young  per- 
fun,  a  vi&im  of  the  moft  deteftable 
X>  4  f&aau- 
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fanaticifm  that  ever  polluted  the 
earth,  was  in  one  of  the  King  of 
Pruilia’s  regiments ;  he  acquainted 
that  Monarch  of  it,  who  imme¬ 
diately  had  the  generofity  to  make 
him  an  officer.  The  King  of  Pruf- 
jia  enquired  particularly  about  the 
young  gentleman  t,  he  found  that 
he  had  learnt  the  ait  ofx drawing 
and  defig n  without  the  help  of  a 
mailer  ;  that  he  was  prudent,  fen- 
jible,  and  virtuous  ;  and  that  the 
whole  of  his  conduct  gave  the  lie 
to  his  pretended  judges  of  Abbe¬ 
ville.  The  king  called  him  near 
,  his  perfon,  gave  him  a  company, 
appointed  him  engineer,  and  ho¬ 
noured  him  with  a  p.enfion,  and 
thus  by  his  benevolence  wiped  away 
the  crimes  committed  by  folly  and 
barbarity.  He  wrote  in  the  mod 
affecting  terms  to  Mr.  de  Voltaire, 
to  acqnain ■  him  with  what  he  had 
done  for  this  truly  valuable  and 
unfortunate  young  feldier.  We 
have  all  been  witneffes  of  this  hor¬ 
rid  affair,  fo  difbonourable  for 
France,  and  fq  noble  for  a  royal 
philofopher.  This  great  example 
will  inform  mankind,  but  will  it 
torrid  them  ? 


Memoirs  of  the  A  bbe  Terrai. 

^~Jp  B  E  famous  Abbe  Terrai  is 
Ji.  the  fpn  of  a  notary  at  Bouin 
in  Forez.  An  uncle  of  his,  who 
was  a  ph  Tit  ian  at  court,  patro¬ 
nized  him  ;  bought  him  a  place  in 
the  parliament  of  Paris,  and  left 
him  a  confiderable  fortune.  M. 
Terrai  fotm  diitinguilhed  himfelf 
by  his  talents  and  indufjry.  His 
reports  were  cornprehenfive,  per- 
fpicuous,  fatisfadlory  to  the  par¬ 
ties,  apparently  impartial,  and  con¬ 
sidered  as  mailer- pieces.  The  court 
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appointed  him  a  rapporteur,  or  a 
legal  informer  to  the  court  of  all 
the  parliamentary  tran factions.  In 
this  place  he  ferved  his  employers 
effectually,  yet,  at  the  fame  time, 
caufed  the  remonlf  ranees  of  parlia¬ 
ment  to  be  liberally  diflributed  both 
at  Paris  and  abroad.  Honed  M. 
d-lnvau,  the  then  comptroller-ge¬ 
neral  of  the  finances,  was  difpleaf- 
ed  with  his  conduct  ;  but  the  chan¬ 
cellor  took  the  Abbe’s  part  ;  Mr. 
d’Invau  was,  in  fpite  of  the  Duke 
of  ChoifeuFs  endeavours,  dii miff¬ 
ed,  and  iucceeded  in  his  place  by 
M.  Terrai  himfelf.  The  new 
comptroller  now  began  his  admi- 
niflration  with  flopping  the  pay¬ 
ment  of  the  crown  debts,  and  di¬ 
verting  the  revenue  of  the  CaifTe 
d’Amortiffement,  or  finking  fund, 
to  other  purpofes  ;  with  impofing 
the  fame  taxes  which  under  jM. 
dTnvau’s  ardminiftr^tion  he  had 
zeal  on  fly  oppoied.  Hi?  depreda¬ 
tions  on  the  public,  induced  the 
Duke  de  Choii  al  to  attempt  his 
removal  ;  but  M  Terrai  prevailed 
by  gaining  over  the  men  in  power, 
by  increaflng  their  p  n lions,  and 
by  foothing  the  farme?  s -general  l 
but  chiefly  by  humouring  the  king’s 
inclination  for  building,  and  in¬ 
dulging  the  rapacioufnefs  of  the  fa¬ 
mily  of  he  royal  milt. refs:  without 
any  regard  to  the  uuerefts  of  the 
kingdom,  to  the  juft  ice  or  inj  office 
of  his  expedients,  of  the  fate  of 
the  fubjeCts  and  servants  of  the 
crown.  He  ruined  the  Eait  India 
Company,  whom  he  had  formerly 
ferved  as'fyndicj  he  forced  her  to 
pay  her  debts  to  government  in 
ready  money,  and,  in  return,  to 
accept  payment  of  the  king’s 
debts  to  her  in  paper  of  very  ftnall 
value.  Thus  he  contrived  not  only 
to  di  (charge  the  twenty  millions, 
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due  from  the  king  to  the  company, 
but  to  kiddle  her  with  a  debt  of 
I  5,000,000  of  1  i v res  to  the  king. 
The  rents  in  the  hotel  che  viile, 
annually  amoun ting  to  no  lefs  than 
61,060,000,  and  nil  then,  always 
refpedled  by  all  other  ininillers, 
were  in  the  liril  fix  months  of  his 
adminillration,  reduced  one  fifth. 
He  irnpofed  feveral  new  taxes  to  the 
amount  of  45,000,000,  and  recalled 
all  fuch  ui  the  demefnes  of  the  crown 
as  were  then  fold  or  granted  away. 
The  clergy  had  compounded  for  a 
tax  called  the  Quinzieme,  or  fif¬ 
teenth  penny  ;  he  kept  the  ccm- 
pofition  money,  and  yet  demanded 
the  payment  of  the  tax.  He  ex¬ 
tended  the  Vinotieme,  or  twen- 
tieth  penny,  to  new  obje&s,  and 
railed  it  to  a  tenth  penny.  He 
fold  feme  goods  and  rights  to  a 
Jew  for  2,000,000  ;  and  after  hav¬ 
ing  received  the  payment,  with¬ 
held  the  goods;  and  the  unfortu¬ 
nate  Jew,  in  a  fit  of  defpair,  killed 
himfelf.  M.  Terrai  even  feized 
on  the  monies  depofited  in  courts 
of  Juftice,  and  for  80,000  livres 
calh,  returned  the  Marquife  de  la 
Palace  paper  money,  for  which  fhe 
could  get  no  more  than  20,000. 
The  univerfi  y  of  Paris  having  fav- 
ed  200.000  livres,  and  dedined 
them  for  a  building,  he  ieized  the 
money,  undertook  the  building-, 
and  never  ere  died  a  fingie  done. 
Without  any  regard  for  the  inter- 
ceflion  of  the  queen  and  the  whole 
royal  family,  he  difmified  feveral 
payeurs  de  rents,  and  on  their 
reprefen tatibns  of  their  didrefs, 
told  them  that  they  might  carry  a 
rnufket.  A  father  of  fixteen  chib 
d.en  difmiiTed  without  any  caule, 
for  whom  the  queen  alfo  had  in¬ 
terceded,  once  alked  him  in  a 
Dafficn,  *  am  I  then  to  drangle 


them  ?’  *  You  would  perhaps  do 
them  a  fervice,’  anfwered  Terrai. 
He  raifed  the  Droit  du  Marc  rl’Or 
from  450,000  livres  to  three  mil¬ 
lions  ;  and  was  for  extending  it 
to  military  officers ;  but  this  fcheme 
was  defeated  by  the  minifters  of 
war.  His  meafures  contributed 
towards  caufing  a  dearth.  A  fpe- 
cimen  of  the  wretched  bread  of 
the  poor  country  people  was  fent 
to  the  king,  who  tailed  it,  and 
found  it  de  edable  ;  but  was  fooa 
again  loothed  by  his  midrefs.  Dur¬ 
ing  thefe  times  of  public  didrefs, 
five  new  operas  were  to  be  per¬ 
formed  at  court,  for  which  five 
thousand  d redes  were  made.  He 
had  an  annual  revenue  of  1,200,000 
livres;  yet  when  the  queen  herfelf 
was  once  collecting  charities  for 
fome  didreded  perfon,  he  offered 
her  a  crown  piece,  and  it  was  only 
by  repeating  her  entreaties  that 
fhe  at  length  prevailed  on  him  to 
contribute  two  Louis  d’ors.  Such, 
was  the  animofity  and  hatred  his 
own  vaffals  bore  him,  that  once 
when  he  gave  an  entertainment, 
they  cut  off  the  fupply  of  provi- 
fions. 

After  the  king’s  death,  Abbe 
Terrai  retired  without  any  penfion, 
but  with  all  his  wealth,  to  his  own 
cadle  la  Motte. 


Anecdotes  of  Thomas  Britton,  the 
famous  Mufical  Small- Coal-Man* 

*  |  ^  PI  I  S  extraordinary  perfon 
bound  himfelf,  and  ferved 
feven  years,  to  a  fmall-coal-man  in 
St.  JofinVUreet.  After  which  his 
mailer  gave  him  a  fum  of  money, 
and  Tom  went  back  to  his  native 
place,  Higham-Ferrer*,  in  Morth- 

amptonlhire* 
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amptonfhire.  When  be  had  rpe^t 
his  money  he  returnee  to  London, 
and  fet  up  the  (moil*coa!  trade, 
no?v\  it  h  Handing  his  n  after  wa^  fts  il 
living,  ami  took  a  liable,  which 
he  turned  into  a  huule  ;  ot  which 
more  hereafter.  Son  e  time  after 
lie  became  an  excellent  chymift, 
and,  perhaps,  performed  fuch  things 
in  that  proft-ftion,  as  had  never 
been  done  before,  by  the  hep  of 
a  moving  eHhoratory,  thar  was 
contrived  and  built  by  hitnlelf, 
and  much  admired  by  the  iacul- 
ty.  He  was  alfo  famous  for  his 
jkill  in  the  theory  and  practice  of 
jnufic ;  and  kept  up  for  forty  odd 
years  in  his  own  little  cell,  a  mu* 
heal  club,  which  was  nothing  lefs 
than  a  concert,  and  merits  our 
attention  the  more,  as  it  was  the 
jfirft  meeting  of  the  kind,  and  the 
undoubted  parent  of  fome  of  the 
jmeft  celebrated  concerts  in  Lon¬ 
don.  Its  origin  was  from  Sir 
Roger  L’Eftrange:  and  this  at¬ 
tachment  of  Sir  Roger,  and  other 
ingenious  gentlemen,  arcie  from 
the  profound  regard  that  Britton 
had,  in  general,  to  all  kinds  ot  li¬ 
terature.  The  humility  of  his  de¬ 
portment  procured  him  great  ref- 
pedt  ;  he  was  called,  though  lo  low 
in  Ration,  Mr.  Britton:  and  men 
of  the  bell  wit,  as  well  as  fome  of 
the  belt  quality,  honoured  his  mu- 
Heal  fociety  with  their  company. 
When  pafting  the  ftreets  in  his  blue 
linen  frm  k,  and  with  his  fack  of 
final!- coal  on  his  back,  he  was 
frequently  accofted  with,  “There 
goes  the  fmall-coal  man  who  is  a 
lover  of  learning,  a  performer  of 
jnufic,  and  a  companion  for  gen¬ 
tlemen.'’ 

Britton’s  houfe  was  next  to  the 
old  Jerufalem  tavern,  under  the 
gateway  (lately  pulled  down  and 
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rebuilt.)  On  the  ground  floor  was-! 
a  repolitory  for  fmall-coal  ;  overa 
that  was  the  concert  room,  whichij 
was  verv  long  and  narrow;  and  1 
had  a  deling  fo  low,  that  tall  I 
men  could  but  juft  Hand  upright:! 
in  it.  The  Hairs  to  this  roomij 
were  on  the  out  fide  of  the  houfe, 
and  could  Icarce  be  aicended  with- d 
our  crawling.  The  houfe  itfelflj 
was  very  old,  low  built,  and,  in  i 
every  refpedt  io  mean,  as  to  be  ; 
a  fit  habitation  for  only  a  very  ; 
poor  man.  Norwitbftanding  ail, 
this  manfion,  delpicable  as  it  may  1 
feem,  attracted  to  it  as  polite  an 
audience  as  ever  the  Opera  did. 
And  a  lady  of  the  firft  rank  in 
this  kingdom,  now  living,  one  of 
the  firft  beauties  of  her  time,  may 
yet  remember,  that,  in  the  plea- 
lure  which  fhe  manifefted  at  hear¬ 
ing  Mr.  Britton’s  concert,  (he  Teem¬ 
ed  to  have  fcrgot.tbe  difficulty  with 
which  (he  afeended  the  fteps  that 
led  to  it. 

At  thefe  concerts,  Dr.  Pepufch, 
and  frequently  Mr  Hancel,  played 
the  harffichord  ;  Mr.  Ban n liter 
the  firft:  violin,  Dubourg,  then 
a  child,  played  his  firft  lolo  at 
Britton’s  concert,  Handing  upon  a 
joint-ftool,  but  lo  terribly  awed  at 
the  fight  of  fo  iplendid  an  aifem- 
bly,  that  be  was  near  falling  to 
the  ground. 

It  has  been  faid,  that  Britton 
found  inftruments,  and  that  the 
fubfeription  to  his  concert  was  ten 
ihillings  a  year,  and  that  they  had 
coffee  at  a  penny  a  difh,  If  fo> 
Britton  had  departed  from  his  ori¬ 
ginal  inftitution  j  for,  at  firft,  no 
coffee  was  drank  ther^,  nor  would 
he  receive  any  gratuity  from  any 
of  his  guefts  •  on  the  contrary,  he 
was  offended  whenever  it  was  of¬ 
fered  to  him  5  which  is  averted  by 
'  a  very 
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a  very  ancient  perfon  now  living, 
a  frequent  performer  at  his  con¬ 
cert. 

The  following  flanza  of  a  fong, 
written  by  Ward,  in  praife  of  Brit¬ 
ton,  feems  to  confirm  it; 

UPON  Thurfday  repair 
To  my  palace,  and  there 
Hobble  i:p  flair  by  llair  j 
Eut  1  p’ay  ye  take  care, 

That  you  break  not  your  fhins  by  a  Humble. 
And  withoi  t  e'er  a  foufe, 

Paid  to  me  or  my  fpoufe. 

Sit  as  ttiil  as  a  moufc 
At  the  top  of  the  bcufe. 

And  there  you  ihall  hear  how  we  fumble. 

As  to  his  own  real  fkill  in  mefic,  it 
is  not  to  be  doubted  :  it  is  certain 
he  could  tune  a  harpfjchord  ;  ar.d 
he  frequently  played  the  viol  di 
Samba  in  his  own  concert, 

O  ... 

Britton  was  in  his  perfon  a  fhort 
thick-fe.  man,  with  a  very  honefi 
ingenuous  countenance.  There  are 
two  pictures  of  him  extant,  both 
pa.nted  by  his  friend  Mr,  Wollaf- 
ton.  It  happened  thus  :  Bri  ton 
had  been  out  one  morning,  and, 
having  nearly  emptied  his  lack  in 
a  fhorter  time  than  he  expedit'd, 
had  a  mind  to  fee  hi  friend  Mr. 
Woilalton,  but  having  always  con- 
fidered  himfeit  in  two  capacities, 
v  z.  as  one  wno  fub  filled  by  a  very 
mean  occupation,  and  as  a  compa¬ 
nion  for  perions  in  a  ifation  of  life 
above  him,  he  could  not,  con¬ 
fident  with  this  diilmdlion,  drefl 
as  he  then  was,  make  a  vifit  ;  he 
therefore,  in  his  way  hone,  va¬ 
ried  hts  ulual  round,  and  paffing 
through  Warwick- Jane,  determin¬ 
ed  to  cry  fmall  coal  fo  near  Mr. 
Wollatfon’s  door,  as  to  hand  a 
chance  to  be  invited  in.  Accor¬ 
dingly,  he  had  no  foonef  turned 
into  Warwick-court,  and  cried 
fmall-coal  in  his  ulual  tone,  than 

•  l  .  V  \  * 


Mr.  Wollaflon,  who  had  never 
heard  him  there  before,  flung  up 
the  fafh,  and  beckoned  him  in. 
Mr.  Wollaflon  intimated  a  deiire 
to  draw  his  pidlure,  which  he 
confented  to,  and  he  was  painred 
in  his  blue  frock,  and  with  his 
fniall-coal  meafure  in  his  hand. 

About  the  beginning  of  this 
century  a  paffion  for  collecting  old 
books  and  manuferipts  reigned 
among  the  nobility.  The  chief 
of  thofe  who  I  ught  after  them, 
were  Edward  Earl  of  Oxford  j 
the  earls  of  Pembroke,  Sunder¬ 
land,  and  Winchdfea,  and  the 
duke  of  Devonfhire.  Thefe  per-^ 
fons  in  the  winter  feafon,  on  Sa¬ 
turdays,  ?. he  parliament  not  fitting 
on  that  day,  were  ufed  to  reforfc 
to  the  city,  and,  dividing  them- 
felve>,  took  feveral  fours,  lome  to 
Little  Britain,  fome  to  Moorfields, 
and  others  to  different  parts  of  the 
town,  inhabited  by  bookiellers  z 
there  they  would  enquire  in  the 
feveral  (hops  as  they  palled  along 
for  old  books  and  manuferipts  5 
and  fome  time  before  noon  would 
aflemble  at  the  (hop  of  one  Chri- 
flopher  Bateman,  a  bookfeller,  at 
the  corner  of  Ave  Maria-Iane  in 
Paler- noiier- row  ;  and  here  they 
were  frequently  met  by  Mr.  Bag- 
ford,  a^d  other  per  fons  engaged  in. 
the  lame  purluits,  and  a  converfa- 
tion  always  commenced  on  the  fub- 
jedl  of  their  enquiries,  Bagford 
informed  them  where  any  thing 
curio. *s  was  to  be  feen  or  purchal- 
ed,  and  they  in  return  obliged  him 
with  a  fight  of  whai  they  from  time 
to  time  co  levied.  While  they 
were  engaged  in  this  convei fation, 
and  as  near  as  could  be  to  the  hour 
of  twel  e  by  St.  P  ui’s  clock,  Brit¬ 
ton,  who  by  that  rime  had  finifhed 
his  round,  arrived  ciad  io  his  blue 

frock. 
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frock,  and,  pitching  his  lack  of 
fmall  coal  on  the  bulk  of  Mr.  Bate¬ 
man’s  Aiop  window,  would  go  in 
and  join  them  ;  and  after  a  con¬ 
version,  which  generally  lafted 
about  an  hour,  the  noblemen  above- 
mentioned  adjourned  to  the  Mourn¬ 
ing  Bufii  at  Alderfgate,  where  they 
dined  and  fpen't  the  remainder  of 
the  day. 

The  Angularity  of  his  cha- 
rafter,  the  courle  of  his  Audies, 
and  the  colle&ibns  he  made,  in¬ 
duced  fufptcions  that  Britton  was 
not  the  man  he  feemed  to  be  :  ana 
what  Mr.  W alpole  lays  as  to  this 
particular  is  very  true;  foine  thought 
his  mufical  a  trembly  only  a  cover 
for  feditious  meetings ;  others  for 
magical  purpofes ;  and  that  Brit¬ 
ton  himfelf  was  taken  for  an  atheift, 
a  prefbyterian,  a  jefoit  ;  but  thefe 
were  ill-grounded  conjectures,  for 
he  was  a  plain,  Ample,  honetl  tn an, 
perfectly  ihoffenfive,  and  highly 
efteemed  by  all  that  knew  him  ; 
and,  notwithftandi'hg  the  mean-' 
T.efs  of  his  occupation^  was  called 
Mr.  Bri£tors* 

The  circumAances  of  this  man’s 
death  are  not  lefs  remarkable  than 
thofe  of  his  life.  There  dwelt  in 
Britton’s  time,  near  Clerkenwell- 
clofe,  a  man  named  Robe,  who 
frequently  played  at  his  concert, 
and  who,  being  in  the  commiffion 
of  the  peace  for  the  county  of 
Middlefex,  was  ufually  called  Juf- 
iice  Robe ;  at  the  fame  time  one 
Samual  Honeyman,  a  black fmith 
by  trade,  and  who  lived  in  Bear- 
Areet,  near  Leicefter-fquare,  be¬ 
came  very  famous  for  a  faculty 
which  he  pofTefiecI  of  fpeaking  as 
if  his  voice  proceeded  from  feme 
diAant  part  of  the  houfe  where  he 
Hood;  in  Ihort,  he  was  one  of  thofe 
mm  called  Vemriloqui,  i*  e.  thofe 
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that  fpeak  as  it  were  from  their 
bellies,  and  are  taken  notice  of  by 
Reginald  Scott,  in  his  difeovery  of 
Witchcraft,  p.  1  1 1,  for  which  rea- 
ion  he  was  called  the  Talking 
Smith  :  the  pranks  played  by  this 
man,  if  collected,  would  make  a  ; 
volume.  Daring  the  time  that  1 
Dr.  Sachevereil  was  under  cenfure,  J 
and  had  a  great  refort  of  friends  to  : 
his  houfe  near  the  church  in  Hol- 
born,  he  had  the  confidence  to  get 
himfelf  admitted,  by  pretending 
that  he  came  from  a  couple  who 
wifhed  to  be  married  by  the  doc¬ 
tor.  He  Aayed  not  long  in  the 
room,  but  made  ib  good  ufe  of  his  i 
time,  that  the  dodtor,  who  was  a 
large  man,  and  one  of  the  fioutefi 
and  molt  athletic  then  living,  was 
almoA  terrified  into  fits.  Dr.  Der- 
ham  of  Up  minder,  that  fugacious 
enquirer  into  the  works  of  nature, 
had  a  great  curiofity  to  fee  Honey- 
man,  but  the  perfoii  he  employed 
to  bring  about  the  meeting,  and' 
who  communicated  this  anecdote, 
contrived  always  to  disappoint  him, 
knowing  full  well  that  had  it  taken 
effect,  it  muA  have  terminated  in 
the  difgrace  of  the  doctor,  wbofe 
reputation  as  a  divine  and  a  philo- 
fopher  he  thought  a  fubjedt  too  fe- 
rious  to  be  fported  with. 

This  man,  Robe  was  fooliAr 
and  wicked  enough  to  introduce, 
unknown,  to  Britton,  for  the  foie 
purpofe  of  terrifying  him,  and  he 
fucceeded  in  it :  Honeyman,  with¬ 
out  moving  his  lips,  or  feeming  to 
fpeak,  announced,  as  from  afar 
off,  the  death  of  poor  Britton 
within  a  few  hours,  with  an  inti¬ 
mation,  that  the  only  way  to  avert 
his  doom  was  for  him  to  fall  on 
his  knees  immediately  and  fay  the 
Lord’s  Prayer :  the  poor  man  did 
ss  he  was  bid?,  went  home  and  took 

IQ 


C  H  A  R  A 

to  Ins  bed,  and  in  a  tews  days  died  ; 
leaving  his  friend  Mr.  R.obe  to 
enjoy  the  fruits  of  his  mirth. 


Authentic  Account  of  the  Burning  of 
a  Gen  too  Woman,  at  her  own 
requeji ,  at  Azumabad. 

IT  being  aiTerted  by  Mr.  Guthrie, 
in  his  Geographical  Grammar, 
p.  536,  and  tome  other  authors, 
that  the  cuftom  of  the  Gentoo  wo¬ 
men  burning  themfelves  with  their 
deceafed  huibands  was  difufed  in 
India,  I  detire  you  would  infert 
the  following  Extrad  of  a  Letter 
from  Mr.  Jofeph  Wilfon,  at  Azu¬ 
mabad,  (lately  called  Canfbang) 
in  the  kingdom  of  Bengal,  by 
which  it  appears  that  cuftom  is 
yet  kept  up  and  pradifed.  1  give 
it  in  his  own  words. 

March  1,  1777.  Yours, 

Broomhead.  John  Wilson. 

««  I  WAS  laft  September  an 
eye  witnefs  to  a  Gentoo  woman 
burning  w'ith  her  hufband;  and  as 
I  flood  by  all  the  time,  and  took 
notes  of  all  that  palled,  you  may 
depend  upon  the  following  nar¬ 
ration  to  be  ftridly  true  ;  I  mean 
the  ceremonies  that  were  uled  by 
thefe  people,  who  had  always  got 
their  bread  by  their  labour,  and 
indeed  were  lo  very  poor,  tnat  the 
fon  was  obliged  to  go  from  home 
to  houfe  to  beg  fire- wood  to  burn 
them  with  :  the  richer  people  are 
more  curious,  and  have  their  piles 
made  of  a  fweetdeented  wood  call¬ 
ed  Sandal,  and  much  larger  than 
the  people  I  am  fpeaking  of  can 
poffibly  afford. 

< «  The  Account  of  Jananca,  Wife 
cf  Otrarn  Gofs,  who  was  burnt 
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ali'Ve  with  her  Hufband ,  Sept.  2. 
1776,  at  the  Head  of  the  Bazaar 
at  Canfbang. 

<c  AS  focn  as  her  hufband  was 
given  over  by  the  Dodor,  fhe  fent 
for  a  Bramin,  and  declared  her  in¬ 
tentions  to  burn  herfelf,  fon,  and 
daughter,  (which  was  the  whole 
of  the  family)  together,  which  fime 
neighbours  endeavoured  as  much 
poffible  to  diffuade  her  from,  but 
all  to  no  purpofe,  and  from  that 
time  refufed  easing  any  thing,  ex¬ 
cept  a  few  plantains  and  betel-nuts. 
She  fent  for  all  her  friends,  who 
ltaid  with  her  all  night,  and  with 
whom  fhe  was  very  merry.  In 
the  morning  the  man  died,  and 
his  fon  came  to  me  to  afk  leave 
to  burn  his  father  and  mother  in 
the  Bazaar  (or  market-place),  as 
it  belongs  to  the  plantation,  and 
is  clofe  to  my  houfe.  I  told  him 
very  well ;  but  that  I  fhould  take  > 
care  no  force  was  ufed  to  make  her 
burn  againil  her  will.  fie  told 
me  he  was  fo  far  from  forcing,  that 
he  had  offered  her  two  rupees'  a 
month  for  life;  but  yet  could  not 
help  faying  it  would  refled  an  ho¬ 
nour  on  his  family  for  his  mother 
to  burn.  The  man  was  fcarce 
cold  before  he  and  his  wife  were 
carried  upon  men’s  fhoulders,  fhe 
fitting  by  him  ;  and  having  pro¬ 
vided  herfelf  with  fome  couries 
(fmall  fhells  which  go  current  for 
money  here),  fhe  diilributed  them 
amongft  the  populace,  together 
with  rice  fried  in  butter  and  fugar, 
very  plentifully,  as  fhe  paffed  from 
her  houfe  to  the  place  of  burning  ; 
-where,  when  fhe  arrived,  they  had 
not  begun  to  make  the  pile ;  fo 
flie  was  fet  down,  together  with 
her  dead  hufband,  and  gave  feveral 
orders  to  the  people  in  making  the 
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pile,  and  was  fo  far  from  being  in 
the  leaf*  afraid,  that  (he  rejoiced 
Hiuch.  I  went  up  to  her,  and 
alked  her  if  it  was  her  own  free 
will  and  confent?  She  told  me  it 
was,  and  that  (he  was  much  oblig¬ 
ed  to  me  for  giving  her  liberty 
to  burn  in  that  place,  and  defired 
I  would  not  offer  to  oppofe  it,  as 
flie  would  certainly  make  away 
with  her  (elf,  was  fhe  prevented. 
She  fat  there,  talking  with  her 
friends  and  neighbours,  till  the 
pule  was  ready,  whicn  was  above 
an  hour,  and  then  went  a  little 
dillance  off.,  where  the  deceafed 
Was  alfo  carried,  and  were  both 
Walked  with  Ganges  water,  and 
clean  clothes  put  on  them.  The 
fon  of  the  deceafed  then  put  a 
painted  paper  crown,  or  cap,  on 
his  father’s  head,  of  the  fame  kind 
as  is  ufua!  lor  them  to  wear  at 
their  marriages  ;  and  a  Bramin 
woman  brought  four  Lamps  burn¬ 
ing,  and  put  one  of  them  into 
the  woman’s  hand  and  placed  the 
other  three  round  her,  upon  the 
ground  :  all  the  time  fhe  held  the 
lamp  in  her  hand,  the  Bramin  wo¬ 
man  was  repeating  fome  prayers 
to  her  ;  which  when  finiihed,  fhe 
put  a  garland  of  flowers  round 
her  head,  and  then  gave  the  fon 
of  the  deceafed,  who  was  (landing 
clofe  by,  a  ring  made  of  grafs, 
which  (he  put  upon  one  of  his 
lingers,  and  an  earthen  plate  full 
of  boiled  rice  and  plantains  mixed 
tip  together,  which  he  immediately 
offered  to  his  deceafed  father,  put¬ 
ting  it  three  times  to  his  mouth, 
and  then  in  the  fame  manner  to 
his  mo  her,  who  did  not  tafte  it. 
The  deceafed  was  fupponed  all 
this  time,  and  fee  upon  his  breech 
clofe  by  his  wife,  who  never  (poke 
after  this,  but  made  three  ielams 
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to  her  hulband,  by  putting  her 
hands  upon  the  foies  of  his  feet^ 
and  then  upon  her  own  head.  The 
deceafed  was  then  carried  away  and 
laid  upon  the  pile,  and  his  wife 
immediately  followed,  with  a  pot 
under  her  arm,  containing  2\  cou- 
ries,  21  pieces  of  faffron,  21  pons 
for  betel- nut,  and  the  leaf  made 
up  ready  for  chewing;  one  little 
piece  of  iron,  and  one  piece  of 
fan  dal  wood.  When  (he  got  to 
the  pile,  (he  looked  a  httfe  at  her 
hu(band,  who  was  lying  upon  it, 
and  then  walked  (even  times  round 
it ;  when  (he  (lopped  at  his  feet, 
and  made  the  fame  obeifance  to 
him  as  before.  She  then  mounted 
the  pile  without  help,  and  laid 
herfelf  down  by  her  hu(band’s  fide, 
putting  the  pot  (he  carried  with 
her  clofe  to  her  head  ;  which  as 
foon  as  done,  (lie  clalp^d  her  huff 
band  in  her  arms;  and  the  fon, 
who  was  Handing  ready  with  a 
wifp  of  draw  lighted  in  his  hand, 
put  the  blaze  of  it  three  times  to 
his  father  and  mother’s  mouths, 
and*  then  fet  the  pile  on  hre  all 
round,  whilil  the  populace  threw 
reeds  and  light  wood  upon  them  5 
and  they  were  both  burnt  to  allies 
in  ieff  than  an  hour.  I  believe  fhe 
foon  died,  for  fhe  never  moved* 
though  there  was  no  weight  upon 
her  but  what  (lie  might  have  eafily 
overfet,  had  (lie  had  any  inclina¬ 
tion.  It  was  entirely  a  voluntary 
ad,  and  (he  was  as  much  in  her 
lenfes  as  ever  fhe  was  in  her  life. 
I  forgot  to  mention  that  fhe  had 
her  forehead  painted  with  red 
paint,  which  fhe  feraped  off  with 
her  nails,  and  diftributed  amongft 
her  friends,  and  alfo  gave  them 
chewed  betel  out  of  her  mouth, 
for  which  favours  every  one  (eem- 
ed  very  follicitous*  The  above,  I 
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aflure  you,  is  a  true  account  of 
what  I  favv. 


Account  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Wal- 
lachua,  by  Baron  Inigo  Born. 

THEIR  manner  of  living  is 
extremely  rough  and  lavage. 
They  want  religion,  arts  and 
fciences.  Their  children  are  from 
their  firft  infancy  walhed  every 
day  in  the  open  air,  in  warm  wa¬ 
ter,  and  then  fwarhed  in  coarfe 
linen  or  woollen  cloth.  The  dif¬ 
ference  of  the  leafons  and  the  wea¬ 
ther  makes  herein  no  difference. 
From  the  fifth  to  the  twelfth  or 
fourteenth  year  of  their  age  they 
are  left  with  the  herds  and  flocks 
to  attend  them  ;  however,  the  girls 
are  taught  in  the  fame  time  walk¬ 
ing,  baking,  fpinning,  making 
needle- work,  weaving,  and  fo  on. 
From  the  fourteenth  year  they  are 
brought  up  and  employed  in  hus¬ 
bandry.  Kukuruz,  or  maiz,  is 
their  chief  object  of  agriculture. 
However,  tney  fow  likevvife  oats, 
barley,  and  wheat.  They  diftil 
from  the  fruits  of  trees,  which  they 
plant  in  great  plenty,  a  fort  of 
brandy,  called  rakie  ;  which  they 
are  very  fond  of.  Their  meat  is 
as  Ample  as  their  drefs.  Bifcuit 
of  coarfe  grinded  maiz,  baked  un¬ 
der  afhes,  which  they  call  malai, 
fome  flefh,  milk,  cheefe,  beans, 
and-  other  vegetables,  are  their 
common  food.  Their  drefs  is  va¬ 
rious  ;  but  generally  it  confifls  of 
the  following  articles.  The  rnen 
wear  long  white  woollen  trowfers, 
as  the  Hungarians,  but  wider  : 
foies  of  raw  fkin  tied  about  the  feet 
inftead  of  {hoes ;  a  fhirt  open  on 
the  breaft  ;  a  woollen  jacket  or 
coat,  tight  around  the  waift,  witU 
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long  fleeves,  and  a  fur  cap,'  or 
bonnet,  for  the  head.  The  women, 
have  long  fhirts  down  to  the  ancles  ; 
a  brown  variegated  ftriped  petti¬ 
coat  open  on  both  Tides,  and  tied 
with  a  girdle  ;  a  vvaiftcoat  or  gar¬ 
ment  of  coarfe  cloth,  fomewhat 
fhorter  than  the  fhirts,  and  an  an¬ 
nular  boifter  fluffed  with  hair  or 
flraw  upon  their  head,  which  they 
cover  with  a  woven  cloth.  The 
girls  go  bare  headed.  Their  or¬ 
naments  confilt  of  ear-rings  of 
white  or  yellow  braf  ,  of  coloured 
glafs,  beads,  pgarls,  glafs,  fea¬ 
thers,  and  pieces  of  money  {aliened 
to  a  firing  and  tied  round  the  head 
and  neck.  This  ornament  makes 
a  ringing,  fo  that  a  hne  drefied 
Raze,  or  Walla^hian  girl,  n  ay 
very  often  be  heard  fooner  thufi 
feeo.  They  marry  very  young  : 
and  there  are  married  couples,  the 
man  not  above  fourteen  ;  the  wife 
even  not  twelve  years  of  age.  Some 
manual  arts  feem  to  be  peculiar  to 
them.  Scarce  any  where  you  will 
find  a  cartwright  or  a  weaver; 
every  Wallachian  being  a  cart- 
wright,  and  every  woman  a 
weaver.  No  woman  is  feen  going 
about  without  fome  work  in  hand* 
What  they  bring  to  fide  they  carry 
on  their  heads.  If  they  have  a 
child  to  nurfe,  it  is  carried  in  the 
fame  manner.  The  fpindie  is  flick¬ 
ing  in  their  girdle,  and  all  the 
way  they  are  fpinning.  All  their 
neceffaries  are  worked  up  by  them- 
felves.  Scarce  any  tradefmen  nor 
any  beggars  are  feen  among  them. 
What  can  I  fay  to  you  of  their  re¬ 
ligion  ?  They  confefs  the  non¬ 
uni  ted  Greek  religion,  Graci  ritus 
non  unitorum .  But,  in  fa 61,  they 

have  fcarce  more  religion  than  their 
domeftic  animals,  except  repeated 
fallings,  which  almoll  take  up  half 
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the  year,  and  are  fb  extremely  fe- 
vere,  that  they  dare  not  eat  any 
jTieat,  eggs,  or  milk  :  they  fcarce 
have  any  idea  of  other  religious 
duties.  But  in  thefe  failings  they 
are  fo  fcrupulous,  that  they  do  not 
break  them,  even  fhourld  they 
flight  every  other  divine  or  human 
law.  A  robber  will  never  indulge 
himfelf  contrary  to  this  abfhnence, 
nor  lie  with  his  own  or  another 
man’s  wife,  for  fear  that  God  might 
in  this  cafe  withdraw  his  bleffing 
from  his  trade.  What  barbarifm  1 
vhat  humiliating  ideas  of  the  Su¬ 
preme  Being  !  The  ignorance  and 
fuperilition  of  the  bonzes  cannot 
poffibly  be  above  that  of  their 
popes,  Some  of  them  are  fo  igno¬ 
rant  as  to  be  unable  to  read  ;  what 
can  they  teach  the  poor  people? 
They  plough  and  till  their  ground, 
they  attend  their  herds  like  other 
pea  fan  is,  deal  in  every  trade  as 
jews,  and  get  drunk  at  the  ex¬ 
pence  of  their  flu  pi  d  parifhioners, 
who  fell  them  their  fins,  and  think 
to'  be  happy,  and  to  be  faved,  if 
they  difcharge  their  own  and  their 
deceafed  relations  fins  at  a  good 
price. 

The  religious  rites  and  ceremo¬ 
nies  of  this  people  favqur  rather  of 
Paganifm  and  Judaifm,  than  of 
that  religion  which  they  profefs. 
For  example;  no  woman  will  at¬ 
tempt  to  kill  any  animal  whatever 
It  be.  The  bride  is  on  her  wed¬ 
ding  day,  and  the  day  before,  con- 
flan  tly  hid  under  a  veil.  Whoever 
unveils  her  is  entitled  to  a  kifs  ; 
and,  if  fhe  delire  it,  obliged  to 
make  her  a  prefent.  The  women 
are  in  the  churches  feparated  from 
the  men.  Their  funerals  are  lin¬ 
gular.  The  corpfe  is  with  diirrtal 
fhrieks  brought  to  the  tomb,  in 
which  it  is  funk  down  as  icon  as 


the  pope  has  done  with  his  ritual* 
At  this  moment  the  friends  and 
relations  of  the  deceafed  raife  hor¬ 
rid  cries.  They  remind  the  de¬ 
ceafed  of  his  friends,  parents,  cat¬ 
tle,  houfe  and  houfehold,  and  a  Ik 
for  what  reafon  he  left  them.  As 
no  anfwer  enfues  the  grave  is  filed 
up,  and  a  wooden  crofs  with  a 
large  Hone  placed  at  the  head,  to 
avoid  the  dead  becoming  a  <vampye9 
or  a  drolling  nocturnal  blood- 
fucker.  Wine  is  thrown  upon  the 
grave,  and  frankincenfe  burnt 
around  it,  to  drive  away  evil  Spi¬ 
rits  and  witches.  This  done  they 
go  home;  bake  bread  of  wheat 
dour,  which  to  the  expiation  of  the 
deceafed  they  erat,  plentifully  drink¬ 
ing  to  be  the  better  comforted  them- 
felves.  The  folemn  fhrieks,  liba¬ 
tions  or  wine,  and  fumigations 
about  the  tomb,  continue  during 
fome  days,  nay  even  lbme  weeks, 
repeated  by  the  neared  relations. 
'Fhe  funeral  of  a  bridegroom  is  ftiil 
more  folemn.  A  pole,  fome  fa¬ 
thoms  Jong,  is  fixed  to  his  tomb, 
and  the  bride  hangs  on  it  a  gar¬ 
land,  a  quill,  and  a  white  hand¬ 
kerchief. 

If  they  engage  them'felves  in  an 
indi  Soluble  friendfhip,  in  life  and 
death,  they  put  thejorm  of  a  crofs 
in  the  veffel  or  the  cup  from  which 
they  eat  or  drink  ;  fwearing  ever- 
lading  fidelity.  This  ceremony  is 
never  to  be  flighted  It  is  gene¬ 
rally  a  previous  rite  to  robberies. 
The  fame  ceremony  is  re  for  ted  to 
as  the  mod  efficacious  bond  ;  for 
example,  if  robbers  releafe  a  man, 
by  whom  they  apprehend  to  be  in- 
dided,  they  oblige  him  to  filence 
by  an  oath  by  the  crofs,  the  fait 
and  the  bread,  which  they  call 
giurar  pe  cruce ,  pe  pita ,  pe  fare. 
Their  canon  law  is  very  different 

from 
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from  ours.  Stealing  ancl  adultery 
are  confidered  as  trifling  crimes, 
but  violating  or  difhonouring  a  girl 
are  great  ones.  No  murther  can 
be  difpenfed  with  by  their  popes. 
That  difpenfation  is  referved  to 
God  alone.  However,  robberies 
and  murthers  are  extremely  com¬ 
mon  among  this  people'.  The  rea- 
.  fon  is  obvious.  They  have  no  true 
ideas  either  of  God  or  of  the  foul; 
how  fhould  not  they  be  wrong  in 
their  ideas  of  the  focial  and  politi¬ 
cal  obligations  of  man  ?  Any  phe¬ 
nomenon,  or  effect  of  unknown 
caufes,  is  confidered  by  them  as  a 
miracle.  They  look  upon  a  folar 
eclipfe  as  a  fray  of  the  infernal 
dragon  with  the  fun  ;  for  that  rea¬ 
son,  during  an  eclipfe,  a  great' 
bring  is  heard  through  the  land, 
to  frighten  away  the  dragon,  wh’«ch 
elfe  might  conquer  and  devour  the 
fun,  and  plunge  the  world  into 
eternal  darknefs.  The  infeCts 
which  in  the  lpring  creep  forth 
from  under  a  rock  near  Columbacz 
on  the  limits  of  the  Turkish  domi¬ 
nions,  and  which  greatly  annoy 
their  herds,  are,  according  to  their 
opinion,  vomited  by  the  devil. 
The  holy  knight,  St.  George,  is 
faid  to  have  cut  off  his  head  in  a 
cavern  under  the  rock.  A  Walla- 
chian  will  never  cut  a  fpit  of  beech 
to  roaft  his  meat  on.  The  reafon 
is,  beech  yields  in  the  fpring  a  red 
fap,  and  the  fentimental  compaf- 
flonate  tree  weeps  thefe  bloody 
tears,  according  to  the  learned  and 
profound  obfervations  of  the  Wal- 
)achians,becaufetheT  urkifliblood- 
hounds  ufed  to  cut  the  fpit,s  for 
roafling  Chriflians  from  .  beech- 
wood.  No  capital  punifpment  is 
in  greater  abhorrence’ among  the 
Wallachians  than  that  of  the  rope. 
The  pale  and  wheel  feern  prefer- 
Vol.  XX. 
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able  to  it.  But  why  ?  A  rope  ties 
t lie  neck  and  forces  the  foul  out 
downwards.  They  call  that  a 
rnofl  difguftfu!  impure  defilement 
of  the  foul,  and  1  call  their  An¬ 
gular  nicety  on  that  account  true 
pfychological  tnaterialifm. 


Account  of  the  Savage  bribes  of  Ame¬ 
rica,  ext  rafted  from  Dr.  Robert- 
fon’j  Hifory . 

np-HE  firll  appearance  of  the 
JL  inhabitants  of  the  New 
World,  filled  the  difcoverers  with 
fuch  allonifhment,  that  they  were 
apt  to  imagine  them  a  race  of  men 
different  from  thole  of  the  other 
hemilphere.  Their  complexion  is 
of  a  reddifh  brown,  nearly  refem- 
bling  the  colour  of  copper.  The 
hair  of  their  heads  is  always  black, 
long,  coarfe,  and  lank.  They 
have  no  beard,  and  every  part  of 
their  body  is  perfectly  fmooth. 
Their  perfons  are  of  a  full  fize,  ex¬ 
tremely  ftraight,  and  well  propor¬ 
tioned.  Their  features  are  regu¬ 
lar.,  though  often  diftorted  by  ab- 
furd  endeavours  to  improve  the 
beauty  of  their  natural  form,  or  to 
render  their  afpeCt  more  dreadful 
to  their  enemies.  In  the  iflands, 
where  four-footed  animals  were 
both  few  and  fmall,  and  the  earth 
yielded  her  productions  almofl: 
fpontaneoufly,  the  conflitution  of 
the  natives,  neither  braCed  by  the 
aCtive  exercifes  of  the  chace,  nor 
invigorated  by  the  labour  of  cul¬ 
tivation,  was  extremely  feeble  and 
languid.  On  the  continent,  where 
the  forefls  abound  with  game  of 
various  kinds,  and  the  chief  occu¬ 
pation' of  many  tribes  was  to  pur- 
lueit,  their  frame  acquired  greater 
firmnefs.  Still,  however,  theAme- 
E  ricans 
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rtcans  were  more  remarkable  for 
agility  than  drengfh.  They  re- 
fembled  beads  of  prey,  rather  than 
animals  formed  for  labour.  They 
were  not  only  averfe  to  toil,  but 
incapable  of  it ;  and  when  rouzed 
by  force  from  their  native  indo¬ 
lence,  and  compelled  to  work, 
they  funk  under  talks  which  the 
people  of  the  other  continent  would 
have  performed  with  eafe.  This 
feeblenefs  of  conditution  was  uni- 
verfal  among  the  inhabitants  of 
thofe  regions  in  America  which  we 
are  furveying,  and  may  be  confi- 
dered  as  charatteriftic  of  the  fpecies 
there. 

The  beardlefs  countenance  and 
fmooth  fkin  of  the  American  feems 
to  indicate  a  defeft  of  vigour,  oc- 
Cafioned  by  fome  vice  in  his  frame. 
He  is  deditute  of  one  fign  of  man¬ 
hood  and  of  drength.  This  pe¬ 
culiarity,  by  which  the  inhabitants 
of  the  New  World  are  diftinguilhed 
from  the  people  of  all  other  na¬ 
tions,  cannot  be  attributed,  as 
fomc  travellers  have  fuppofed,  to 
their  mode  of  fubfidence.  For 
though  the  food  of  many  Ameri¬ 
cans  be  fo  extremely  in  lipid,  that 
they  are  altogether  unacquainted 
with  the  ufe  of  fait,  rude  tribes  in 
other  parts  of  the  earth  have  fub- 
iifted  on  aliments  equally  fimple 
without  this  mark  of  degradation, 
or  any  apparent  fympt'om  of  a  di¬ 
minution  in  their  vigour. 

As  theexternalform  of  the  Ame¬ 
ricans  leads  us  to  fufped  that  there 
is  fome  natural  debility  in  their 
frame,  the  fmn Uriels  of  their  ap¬ 
petite  for  food  has  been  mentioned 
by  many  authors  as  a  confirmation 
of  this  fufpicion.  The  quantity 
of  food  which  men  confume  varies 
according  to  the  temperature  of  the 
climate  in  which  they  live,  the  de- 
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gree  of  adiivity  which  they  exert 
and  the  natural  vigour  of  their 
conditutions.  Under  the  enerva¬ 
ting  heat  of  the  torrid  zone,  and 
when  men  pafs  their  days  in  indo¬ 
lence  and  eafe,  they  require  lefs 
nourilhment  than  the  active  inha¬ 
bitants  of  temperate  or  cold  coun¬ 
tries.  But  neither  the  warmth  of 
their  climate,  nor  their  extreme 
lazinefs,  will  account  for  the  un¬ 
common  defedt  of  appetite  among 
the  Americans.  The  Spaniards 
were  afton  idled  with  obferving  this, 
not  only  in  the  idands,  but  in  fe- 
verai  parts  of  the  continent.  The 
conditutional  temperance  of  the 
natives  far  exceeded,  in  their  opi¬ 
nion,  the  abftinence  of  the  moll 
mortified  hermits ;  while,  on  the 
other  hand,  the  appetite  of  the 
Spaniards  appeared  to  the  Ameri¬ 
cans  infatiably  voracious ;  and  they 
affirmed,  that  one  Spaniard  de¬ 
voured  more  food  in  a  day  than 
was  fufficient  for  ten  Americans. 

A  proof  of  fome  feeblenefs  in 
their  frame  dill  more  ftriking,  is 
the  infendbility  of  the  Americans 
to  the  charms  of  beauty,  and  the 
power  of  love.  That  paffion  which 
was  dedined  to  perpetuate  life,  to 
be  the  bond  of  focial  union,  and 
the  fource  of  tendernefs  and  joy,  is 
the  mod  ardent  in  the  human 
bread  5  and  though  the  perils  and 
hardlhips  of  the  favage  date, 
though  exceflive  fatigue,  on  fome 
occafions,  and  the  difficulty  at  all 
times  of  procuring  fublidence,  may 
feem  to  be  adverfe  to  this  paffion, 
and  to  have  a  tendency  to  abate  its 
vigour,  yet  the  ruded  nations  in 
every  other  part  of  the  globe  feem 
to  feel  its  influence  more  powerful¬ 
ly  than  the  inhabitants  of  the  New 
World.  The  negro  glows  with  all 
the  warmth  of  defire  natural  to 

his 
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his  climate  ;  and  the  mo  ft  uncul¬ 
tivated  Afiatics  difcover  that  fenfi- 
bility,  whicffi,  from  their  fituation, 
we  fhould  expert  them  to  have  felt. 
But  the  Americans  are,  in  an  amaz¬ 
ing  degree,  Grangers  to  the.  force 
of  this  fir  ft  in  it  in  ft  of  nature.  In 
every  part  of  the  New  World  the 
natives  treat  their  women  with 
coldnofs  and  indifference.  They 
are  neither  the  objects  of  that  ten¬ 
der  attachment  which  takes  place 
in  civilized  fociety,  nor  of  that  ar¬ 
dent  defire  confpicuousamong-rude 
nations.  Even  in  climates  where 
this  paflion  if Ai ally  acquires  its 
greateft  vigour,  the  favage  of  Ame¬ 
rica  views  his  female  with  difdain, 
as  an  animal  of  a  lei's  noble  fpecies. 

M 

He  is  at  no  pains  to  win  her  favour 
by  the  affiduity  of  courtfhip,  and 
Hill  lefs  folicitous  to  preferve  it  by 
indulgence  and  gentlenefs.  Mif- 
fionaries  themfelves,  notwithfland- 
ing  the  aufterity  of  monadic  ideas, 
cannot  refrain  from  expre fling  their 
aftonifhment  at  the  difpaflionate 
coldnefs  of  the  American  young 
men  in  their  intercourfe  with  the 
other  fex.  Nor  is  this  referve  to 
be  afcribed  to  any  opinion  which 
they  entertain  with  refpeft  to  the 
merit  of  female  chaftity.  That  is 
an  idea  too  refined  for  a  favage, 
and  fuggefted  by  a  delicacy  of  fen- 
timent  and  affettion.  to  which  he  is 
a  ftranger. — 

— Notwithstanding-  the  feeble 

O 

make  of  the  Americans,  almoft  none 
of  them  are  deformed,  or  mutilated, 
or  defedtive  in  anv  of  their  fenfes. 
All  travellers  have  been  ftruck  with 
this  circumftance,  and  have  cele¬ 
brated  the  uniform  fymmetry  and 
perfection  of  their  external  figure. 
Some  authors  fearch  for  the  caufe 
of  this  appearance  in  their  phyii- 
cal  condition.  As  the  parents  are 
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not  exhaufted  or  over-fatigued  with 
hard  labour,  they  fuppofe  that 
their  children  arc  born  vigorous 
and  found.  They  imagine,  that 
in  the  liberty  of  favage  life,  the 
human  body*  naked  and  uncon- 
fined  from  its  earlieft  age,  pre- 
ferves  its  natural  form  ;  and  that 
all  its  limbs  and  members  acquire  a 
jufter  proportion,  than  when  fet¬ 
tered  with  artificial  reftraihts, 
which  flint  its  growth,  and  diftort 
its  fhape.  Something,  without 
doubt,  may  be  afcribed  to  the  ope¬ 
ration  of  thefe  cailfes  ;  but  the  true 
reafons'of  this  apparent  advantage, 
which  i"  common  to  all  favap-e  na- 
tions,  He  deeper,  and  are  elofely 
interwoven  with  the  nature  and  ge¬ 
nius  of  that  date.  The  infancy  of 
man  is  fo  long  and  fo  helplefs,  that 
it  is  extremely  difficult  to  rear  chil¬ 
dren  among  rude  nations.  Their 
means  of  fubfiftenee  are  not  only 
fcanty,  but  precarious.  Such  as 
live  by  hunting  mult  range  over 
extenfive  countries,  and  fh i f t  often 
from  place  to  place.  The  care  of 
children,  as  well  as  every  other 
lab  orious  talk,  is  devolved  upon 
the  women.  The  diflreffes  and 
hardships  of  the  favage  life,  which 
are  often  fuch  as  can  hardly  be 
fupported  by  perfons  in  full  vi¬ 
gour,  mull  be  fatal  to  thofe  of 
more  tender  age.  Afraid  of  un¬ 
dertaking  a  talk  fo  laborious,  and 
of  fuch  long  duration,  the  women, 
in  feme  parts  of  America,  extin- 
guifli  the  firll  fparks  of  that  life 
which  they  are  unable  to  cherifh, 
and  by  the  ufe  of  certain  herbs 
procure  frequent  abortions.  Sen- 
fible  that  only  flout  and  well- 
formed  children  have  force  of 
conftitution  to  ftrup-gde  through 
fuch  an  hard ' infancy ,  other  na¬ 
tions  abandon  or  deltroy  fuch  of 
E  2  their 
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their  progeny  as  appear  feeble  or  America,  which  lie  within  the  tor- 
defe&ivef  as  utt  Worthy  of  attention,  rid  zone,  they  naturally  expected. 
Even  when  they  endeavour  to  rear  to  find  people  of  the  fame  com¬ 
all  their  children  without  diftinc-  plexion  with  thofe  in  the  corre- 
tion,  fo  great  a  proportion  of  the  fponding  regions  of  the  other  he- 
, whole  number  peri  ih  6s  under  the  mifphere.  To  their  amazement, 
rigorous  treatment  which  mud  be  however,  they  difcovered  that 
their  lot  in  the  favage  Hate, that  America  contained  no  negroes; 
few  of  thofe  who  laboured  under  and  the  caufe  of  this  fmgular  ap- 
any  original  frailty  attain  the  age  pearance  became  as  much  the  ob- 
of  manhood*  Thus,  in  polilhed  j eel  of  curiofity,  as  the  fadt  itfelf 
focieties,  where  the  means  of  fuh-  was  of  wonder.  In  what  part  or 
fiftence  are  fecured  with  certainty,  membrane  ofthebody  tbathumoup 


and  acquired  with  eafe  ;  where  the 
talents  of  the  mind  are  often  of 
more  importance  than  the  powers 
of  the  body  ;  children  are  pre- 
ferved  notwithilanding  their  de¬ 
fers  or  deformity,  and  grow  up  to 
be  ufeful  citizens.  In  rude  na¬ 
tions,  fuch  perfons  are  either  cut 
off.  as  foon  as  they  are  born,  or 
becoming  a  burden  to  themfelves 
and  to  the  community,  cannot 
long  protract  their  lives.  But  in 
thofe  provinces  of  the  New  World 
where,  by  the  eftabliihment  of  the 
Europeans,  more  regular  provifion 
has  been  made  for  the  fubfiflence 
of  its  inhabitants,  and  they  are  re¬ 
trained  from  laying  violent  hands 
on  their  children,  the  Americans 
are  fo  far  from  being  eminent  for 
any-  fuperior  perfection  in  their 
form,  that  one  fhould  rather  fuf- 
pe£t  fome  peculiar  imbecility  in 
the  race,  from  the  extraordinary 
number  of  individual's  who  are  de¬ 
formed,  dwarfilh,  mutilated,  blind, 
or  deaf. 

However  feeble  the  conftitution 
of  the  Americans  may  be,  it  is  re¬ 
markable,  that  there  is  lefs  va¬ 
riety  in  the  human  form  through¬ 
out  the  New  World,  than  in  the 
ancient  continent.  When  Colum¬ 
bus  and  the  other  difeoverers  firlt 
vifited  the  different  countries  of 


relides  which  tinges  the  complexion 
of  the  negro  with  a  deep  black,  it 
is  the  buiinefs  of  anatomilb  to  in¬ 
quire  and  delcribe.  The  powerful 
operation  of  heat  appears  manifeft- 
ly  to  be  the  caufe  which  produces 
this  linking  variety  in  the  human 
fpecies.  All  Europe,  almoft  the 
whole  of  Afia,  and  the  temperate 
parts  of  Africa,  are  occupied  by 
men  of  a  fair  complexion.  All 
the  torrid  zone  in  Africa,  fome  of 
the  warmer  regions  adjacent  to  it, 
and  a  few  countries  in  Afia,  are 
filled  with  people  of  a  deep  black 
colour.  If  we  trace  the  nations  of 
our  con  tinent,  making  our  progrefs 
from  cold  and  temperate  countries- 
towards  thofe  parts  which  are  ex¬ 
po  fed  to  the  influence  of  vehement 
and  unremitting  heat,  we  fhall 
find,  that  the  extreme  whitenefs  of 
their  Ikin  foon  begins  to  diminifh; 
that  its  colour  deepens  gradually  as 
we  advance  ;  and  after  palling 
through  all  fy.cceffive  gradations  of 
lhade,  terminates  in  an  uniform 
unvarying  black.  Butin  America, 
where  the  agency  of  heat  is  checked 
and  abated  by  various  caufes,  which 
I  have  already  explained,  the  cli¬ 
mate  feems  to  be  dellitute  of  that 
force  which  produces  fuch  wonder¬ 
ful  effects  on  the  human  frame. 
The  colour  of  the  natives  of  the 

torrid 
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tcrrid  zone,  in  America,  can  hard¬ 
ly  be  faid  to  be  of  a  deeper  hue 
than  that  of  the  people  in  the  more 
temperate  parts  of  their  continent. 
Accurate  obfervers,  who  had  an 
opportunity  of  viewing  the  Ameri¬ 
cans  in  very  different  climates,  and 
in  countries  far  removed  from  each 
other,  have  been  ftruck  with  the 
amazing  fimilarity  of  their  figure 
and  afpeCt. 

— In  order  to  form  a  complete  idea 
with  refpeCt  to  the  conftitution  of 
the  Inhabitants  of  this  and  the  other 
hemifphere,  we  fhould  attend  not 
only  to  the  make  and  vigour  of 
their  bodies,  butconfider  what  de¬ 
gree  of  health  they  enjoy,  and  to 
what  period  of  longevity  they  ufu- 
ally  arrive.  In  the  fimplicity  of 
the  favage  date,  when  man  is  not 
■opprefted  with  labour,  or  enervated 
by  luxury,  or  difquieted  with  care, 
we  are  apt  to  imagine  that  his  life 
will  flow  on  almolt  untroubled  by 
difeafe  or  fufiering,  until  his  days 
be  terminated,  in  extreme  old  age, 
by  the  gradual  decays  of  nature. 
We  find,  accordingly,  among  the 
Americans,  as  well  as  among  other 
rude  people,  perfons,  whofe  de¬ 
crepit  and  fhri veiled  form  feems  to 
indicate  an  extraordinary  length  of 
life.  But  as  molt  of  them  are  un¬ 
acquainted  with  the  art  of  number¬ 
ing,  and  all  of  them  as  forgetful 
of  what  is  pall,  as  they  are  impro¬ 
vident  for  what  is  to  come,  it  is 
•impolfible  to  afcertain  their  age 
with  any  degree  of  precilion.  It 
is  evident,  that  the  period  of  their 
longevity  mult  vary  confiderably, 
according  to  the  diverfity  of  cli¬ 
mates,  and  their  different  modes 
of  fubflftence.  They  fcem,  how¬ 
ever,  to  be  every  where  exempt 
from  many  of  the  diftempers  which 
iifflift  poliflied  nations.  None  -of 
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the  maladies,  which  are  the  im" 
mediate  offspring  of  luxury,  or 
floth ,  ever  viflted  them  ;  and  they 
have  no  names  in  their  languages 
by  which  to  diftinguifh  this  nu¬ 
merous  train  of  adventitious  evils. 

But,  whatever  be  the  iituation  in 
which  man  is  placed,  he  is  born 
to  fuffer ;  and  his  difeafes,  ;n  the 
favage  date,  though  fewer  in  num¬ 
ber, "are,  like  thofe  of  the  animals 
whom  he  nearly  reiembles  in  his 
mode  of  life,  more  violent,  and 
more  fatal.  If  luxury  engenders 
and  nourishes  diftempers  of  one  fpe- 
cies,  the  rigour  and  diltrefles  of 
favage  life  bring  on  thole  of  an¬ 
other.  As  men,  in  this  flate,  are 
wonderfully  improvident,  and  their 
means  of  fubflftenceprecarious,they 
often  pafs  from  extreme  want  to 
exuberant  plenty,  according  to  the 
vicillitudes  of  fortune  in  the  chace, 
or  to  the  variety  in  the  productions 
of  the  feafons.  Their  inconfider- 
ate  gluttony  in  the  one  iituation, 
and  their  fevere  abftinence  in  the 
other,  are  equally  pernicious.  For, 
though  the  human  conftitution  may 
be  accuftomed  by  habit,  like  that 
of  animals  of  prey,  to  tolerate 
long  famine,  and  then  to  gorge 
voracioufly,  it  is  not  a  little  affect¬ 
ed  by  fuch  fudden  and  violent  tran- 
fitions.  The  ftrength  and  vigour 
of  favages  are,  at  fome  feafons, 
impaired  by  what  they  fufter  from 
fcarcity  of  food  ;  at  others,  they 
are  afflicted  with  diforders  arifing 
from  indigeftion  and  a  fuperfluity 
of  grofs  aliment.  Theie  laft  are  fo 
common,  that  they  may  be  confi- 
dered  as  the  unavoidable  confe- 
quenceof  their  mode  of  fubfifting, 
and  cut  off  confiderable  numbers  in 
the  prime  of  life.  They  are  like- 
wife  extremely  fubject  to  conlump- 
tions,  to  pleuretic,  afthmatic,  and 
E  3  paralytic 


54  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1777. 

paralytic  diforders,  brought  on  by 
the  immoderate  hardships  and  fa¬ 
tigue  which  they  endure  in  hunt¬ 
ing  and  in  war  ;  or  owing  to  the 
inclemency  of  the  feafons  to  which 
they  are  continually  expofed.  In 
the  favage  hate,  hard  (hips  and  fa¬ 
tigue  violently  affauit  the  conftitu- 
tion.  In  do! idled  focieties,  intem¬ 
perance  underminds  it.  It  is  not 
eafy  to  determine  which  of  them 
operates  with  molt  fatal  effect,  or 
tends  moft  to  abridge  human  life. 

The  influence  of  the  former  is  cer¬ 
tainly  moft  ex  ten-live.  The  per¬ 
nicious  co-nfequences  of  luxury 
reach  only  a  few  members  in  any 
community,  the  diftrefles  of  favage 
life  are  felt  by  all.  As  far  as  I 
can  judge,  after  very  minute  in¬ 
quiry,  the  general  period  of  hu¬ 
man  life  is  fhorter  among  favages, 
than  in  well-regulated  and  induf- 
trious  focieties. 

e 

One  dreadful  malady,  the  fe- 
vereft  fcourge  with  which,  in  this 
life,  offended  Heaven  challens  the 
indulgence  of  criminal  delire, 
feerns  to  have  been-  peculiar  to  the 
Americans.  By  communicating  it 
to  their  conquerors,  they  have  not 
only  amply  avenged  their  own 
wrongs,  but  by  adding  this  cala¬ 
mity  to  tliofe  which  formerly  em¬ 
bittered  human  life,  they  have, 
perhaps,  more  than  counterba¬ 
lanced  all  the  benefits  which  Eu¬ 
rope  Has  derived  from  the  difco- 
very  of  the  New  World.  This  dif- 
temper,  from  the  country  in  which 
it  fir  ft  raged,  or  from  the  people 
by  whom  it  was  iuppofed  to  have 
been  fpread  over  Europe,  has  been 
femetimes  called  the  Neapolitan, 
and  fometimes  the  French,  difeafe, 

At  its  firft  appearance,  the  in¬ 
fection  was  fo  malignant,  its  fymp- 
toms  fo  yiolent,  its  operation  fo 


rapid  and  fatal,  as  to  baffle  all  the 
efforts  of  medical  (kill.  Aftonifh- 
ment  and  terror  accompanied  this 
unknown  affliction  in  its  progrefs, 
and  men  beuan  to  dread  the  extinc- 
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tion  of  the  human  race  by  fuch  a 
cruel  vifitation.  Experience,  and 
the  mgen  uity  of  phyficians,  gradu¬ 
ally  difeovered  remedies  of  fuch 
virtue  as  to  cure  or  mitigate  the 
evil.  During  the  courfe  of  two 
centuries  and  a  half,  its  virulence 
feems  to  have  abated  confiderably, 
At  length,  in  the  fame  manner 
with  the  leprofy,  which  raged  in 
Europe  for  fome  centuries,  it  may 
wafte  its  force  and  difappear  ;  and 
in  fome  happier  age,  this  weftern 
infection,  like  that  from  the  Eaff, 
may  be  known  only  by  defeription. 

After  confidering  what'  ap¬ 
pears  to  be  peculiar  in  the  bodily 
conftitution  of  the  Americans,  our 
attention  is  naturally  turned  to¬ 
wards  the  powers  and  qualities  of 
their  minds.  As  the  individual 
advances  from  the  ignorance  and 
imbecility  of  the  infant  ftate,  to 
vigour  and  maturity  of  underftand- 
ing,  fomething  fimilar  to  this  may 
be  obferved  in  the  progrefs  of  the 
fpecies.  With  refpeCl  to  it,  too, 
there  is  a  period  of  infancy,  during 
which  feveral  powers  of  the  mind 
are  not  unfolded,  and  all  are  fee¬ 
ble  and  defeClive  in  their  ooera- 
tion.  In  the  early  ages  of  fociety, 
while  the  condition  of  man  is  Am¬ 
ple  and  rude,  his  reafon  is  but  lit¬ 
tle  exerciled,  and  his  defires  move 
within  a  very  narrow  fphere. 
Hence  arife  two  remarkable  cha- 
raCteriftics  of  the  human  mind,  in 
this  ftate.  Its  intellectual  powers 
are  extremely  limited  ;  its  emo¬ 
tions  and  efforts  are  few  and  lan¬ 
guid.  Both  thefe  diftinClions  are 
confpicuous  among  the  rudeft  and 
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mod  unimproved  of  the  American 
tribes,  and  conditute  a  linking 
part  in  their  defcription. 

What,  among  polifhed  nations, 
is  called  fpeculative  reafoning  or 
refearch,  is  altogether  unknown  in 
the  rude  date  of  fociety,  and  ne¬ 
ver  becomes  the  occupation  or 
amufementof  the  human  faculties, 
until  man  be  lo  far  improved  as  to 
have  fecured,  with  certainty,  the 
means  of  fubfillence,  as  well  as  the 
poffeffion  of  leifure  and  tranquility. 
The  thoughts  and  attention  of  a 
favage  are  confined  within  the 
fmall  circle  of  objects,  immedi¬ 
ately  conducive  to  his  preservation 
or  enjoyment.  Every  thing  be¬ 
yond  that,  efcapes  his  obfervation, 
or  is  perfectly  indifferent  to  him. 
Like  a  mere  animal,  what  is  be¬ 
fore  his  eyes  interells  and  affects 
him  ;  what  is  out  of  light,  or  at  a 
dillance,  makes  no  imprcffion. 
There  are  feveral  people  in  Ame¬ 
rica  whofe  limited  underdandings 
feem  not  to  be  capable  of  forming 
an  arrangement  for  futurity  ;  nei¬ 
ther  their  folicitude  nor  their  fore¬ 
fight  extend  fo  far.  They  follow 
blindly  the  impulfe  of  the  appetite 
which  they  feel,  but  are  entirely 
regardlefs  of  didant  confequences, 
and  even  of  thofe  removed  in  the 
lead  degree  from  immediate  appre- 
henfion.  While  they  highly  prize 
fuch  things  as  ferve  prefent  ufe,  or 
minider  to  prefent  enjoyment,  they 
fet  no  value  upon  thofe  which  are 
not  the  objeft  of  fome  immediate 
want.  When,  on  the  approach  of 
the  evening,  a  Caribbee  feels 
himfelf  difpofed  to  go  to  red,  no 
confideration  will  tempt  him  to 
fell  his  hammoc.  But,  in  the 
morning,  when  he  is  fallying  out 
to  the  bufinefs  or  padime  of  the 
day,  he  will  part  with  it  for  the 


55 

flighted  toy  that  catches  his  fancy. 
At  the  dole  of  winter,  while  the 
im predion  of  what  he  has  differed 
from  the  rigour  of  the  climate  is 
frefh  in  the  mind  of  the  North. 
American,  he  fets  himfelf  with  vi¬ 
gour  to  prepare  materials  for 
erecting  a  comfortable  hut  to  pro¬ 
tect  him  againd  the  inclemency  of 
the  fucceeding  feafon  ;  but  as  foon 
as  the  weather  becomes  mild,  he 
forgets  what  is  pad,  abandons  his 
work,  and  never  thinks  of  it  more, 
until  the  return  of  cold  compels 
him,  when  too  late,  to  refume  it. 

—  After  viewing  the  bodily  con- 
ditution  of  the  Americans,  and 
contemplating  the  powers  of  their 
minds,  we  are  led,  in  the  natural 
order  of  inquiry,  to  consider  them 
as  united  together  ia  fociety.  Hi¬ 
therto  our  refearches  have  been 
confined  to  the  operations  of  under- 
danding  refpeCling  themfelves,  as 
individuals,  now  they  will  extend 
to  the  degree  of  their  fcnfibility 
and  affection  towards  their  fpecies. 

The  domedic  date  is  the  lird 
and  mod  fimple  form  of  human 
affociation.  The  union  of  the 
fexes,  among  different  animals,  is 
of  longer  or  fhortcr  duration  in 
proportion  to  the  eafe  or  difficulty 
of  rearing  their  offspring.  Among 
thofe  tribes  where  the  feafon  of  in¬ 
fancy  is  ffiort,  and  the  young  foon 
acquire  vigour  or  agility,  no  per¬ 
manent  union  is  formed.  Nature 
commits  the  care  of  training,  up 
the  offspring  to  the  mother  alone, 
and  her  tendernefs,  without  any 
other  affiftance,  is  equal  to  the 
talk.  But  where  the  date  of  in¬ 
fancy  is  long  and  helplefs,  and  the 
joint  affiduity  of  both  parents  is 
requifite  in  tending  their  feeble 
brood,  there  a  more  intimate  con¬ 
nection  takes  place,  and  continues 
E  4  until 
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until  the  purpofe  of  nature  be  ac¬ 
compli  fheci  ,  and  the  new  race  grow 
up  to  full  maturity.  As  the  infancy 
of  man  is  more  feeble  and  helplefs 
than  that  of  any  other  animal,  and 
he  is  dependent,  •  during  a  much 
longer  period,  on  the  care  and 
forelight  of  his  parents,  the  union 
between  hufband  and  wife  came 
early  to  be  confidered,  not  only  as 
a  folemn,  but  as  a  permanent  con¬ 
trail  p  A  general  date  of  promis¬ 
cuous  intercoufe  between  the  fexes 
never  exilted  but  in  the  imagina¬ 
tion  of  poets.  In  the  infancy  of 
fociety,  when  men,  deilitute  of 
arts  and  induilry,  lead  a  hard  pre¬ 
carious  life,  the  rearing  of  their 
progeny  demands  the  attention  and 
efforts  of  both  parents  ;  and  if  their 
union  had  not  been  formed  and 
continued  with  this  view,  the  race 
could  not  have  been  preferved. 
Accordingly,  in  America,  even 
among  the  rudeft  tribes,  a  regular 
union  between  hufband  and  wife 
was  univerfaJ,  and  the  rights  of 
marriage  were  underftood  and  re¬ 
cognized,  In  thofe  diftricts  where 
fubfiftence  was  fcanty,  and  the  dif¬ 
ficulty  of  maintaining  a  family  was 
great,  the  man  confined  himfelf  to 
ope  wife  ;  in  warmer  or  more  fer¬ 
tile  provinces,.  the  facility  of  pro¬ 
curing  food  concurred  with  the  in¬ 
fluence  of  climate,  in  inducing  the 
-  inhabitants  to  increafe  the  number 
of  their  wives.  In  feme  countries 
the  marriage  union fub filled  during 
lite  ;  in  otners,  the  impatience  of 
tue  Americans  under  reftraint  of 
any  fpecies,  together  with  their 
natm  al  levity  and  caprice,  prompt¬ 
ed  them  to  diiloive  it  on  very  flight 
pretexts,  and  often  without’ aflien- 
jng  any  caufe.  6 

But  v/hether  they  confider  the 
Obligation  of  this  contract  as  per- 
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petual,  or  only  temporary,  the 
condition  of  women  was  equally 
humiliating  and  mifcrable.  Whe¬ 
ther  man  has  been  improved  by  the 
progrefs  of  arts  and  civilization  in 
fociety,  is  a  queftion,  which,  in 
the  wantonnefs  of  difputation,  has 
been  agitated  among  philofophers. 
That  women  are  indebted  to  the 
refinements  of  polifhed  manners 
for  a  happy  change  in  their  ftate, 
is  a  point  which  can  admit  of  no 
doubt.  To  defpife  and  to  degrade 
the  female  fex,  is  the  charabteriftic 
of  the  favage  Rate  in  every  part  of 
the  globe.  Man,  proud  of  excel¬ 
ling  in  ftrength.  and  in  courage, 
the  chief  marks  of  pre-eminence 
among  rude  people,  treats  woman, 
as  an  inferior,  with  difdain.  The 
Americans,  perhaps  from  that 
coldnefs  and  infenfibility  which 
has  been  confidered  as  peculiar  to 
their  ccnffi tution,  add  neglebt  and 
harfhnefs  to  contempt.  The  mod 
intelligent  travellers  have  been 
ltruck  with  this  inattention  of  the 
Americans  to  their  women.  It  is 
not,  as  I  have  already  cbferved, 
by  a  ftudied  difplay  of  tendernefs 
and  attachment,  that  the  Ameri¬ 
can  endeavours  to  gain  the  'heart 
of. the  woman  whom  he  withes  to 
marry.  Marriage  itfelf,  inftead 
of  being  an  union  of  affebiion  and 
intereft  between  equals,  becomes, 
among  them,  the  unnatural  con¬ 
junction  of  a  in  after  with  his  Have. 
It  is  the  obYervation  of  an  author, 
whofe  opinions  are  deferred ly  of 
great  weight,  that  wherever  wives 
are  purchafed,  their  condition  is 
extremely  depreffed.  They  be¬ 
come  the  property  and  the  Haves  of 
thofe  who  buy  them.  In  whatever 
part  of  the  globe  this  cuftom  pre¬ 
vails,  the  obfervation  holds.  In 
countries  where  refinement  has^ 
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■made  fome  progrefs,  women,  ex¬ 
cluded  from  fociety,  and  fhut  up 
in  fcqueltered  apartments,  are  kept 
under  the  vigilant  guard  of  their 

O  O 

matters.  In  ruder  nations,  they 
are  degraded  to  the  meanef  func¬ 
tions.  Among  many  people  of 
America  the  marriage-contrail  is 
properly  a  purchafe.  The  man 
buys  his  wife  of  her  parents. 
Though  unacquainted  with  ihe  ufe 
of  money,  or  with  fuch  commer¬ 
cial  tranfadions  as  take  place  in 
more  improved  fociety,  he  knows 
how  to  give  an  equivalent  for  any 
objed  which  he  defires  to  po fiefs. 
In  fome  places  the  fuitor  devotes 
his  fervice  for  a  certain  time  to  the 
parents  of  the  maid  whom  he 
courts  ;  in  others,  he  hunts  for 
them  occafionally,  or  affifts  in  cul¬ 
tivating  their  fields,  and  forming 
their  canoes  ;  in  others,  he  offers 
prefentsof  fuch  things  as  are  deem¬ 
ed  molt  valuable  on  account  of  their 
ufefulnefs  or  rarity.  In  return  for 
thefe,  he  receives  his  wife;  and 
this  circumftance,  added  to  the 
low  effimation  of  women  among 
favages,  leads  him  to  confider  her 
as  a  female  fervant  whom  he  has 
acquired,  and  whom  he  has  a  title 
to  treat  as  an  inferior.  Tn  all  un- 
polifhed  nations,  it  is  true,  the 
fundions  in  domeftic  ceconomy, 
which  fall  naturally  to  the  (hare  of 
women,  are  fo  many,  that  they 
are  fubjeded  to  hard  labour,  and 
mult  b  ar  more  than  their  full  por¬ 
tion  of  the  common  burden.  Eut 
in  America  their  condition  is  fo 
peculiarly  grievous,  and  their  de- 
preffion  fo  complete,  that  fervitude 
is  a  name  too  mild  to  deferibe  their 
wretched  date.  A  wife,  among 
molt  tribes,  is  no  better  than  a 
bead  of  burden,  defined  to  every 
pfike  of  labour  and  fatigue.  While 
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the  men  loiter  out  the  day  in  doth, 
or  fpend  it  in  amufement,  the  wo¬ 
men  are  condemned  to  inceffant 
toil.  Talks  are  impofed  upon 
them  without  pity,  and  fervices 
are  received  without  complacence 
or  gratitude.  Every  circumftance 
reminds  women  of  this  mortifying 
inferiority.  They  mult  approach, 
their  lords  with  reverence  ;  they 
mult  regard  them  as  more  exalted 
beings,  and  are  not  permitted  to 
eat  in  their  prefence.  There  are 
difriils  in  America  where  this  do¬ 
minion  is  fo  grievous,  and  fo  fen- 
fibly  felt,  that  fome  women,  in  a 
wild  emotion  of  maternal  tender- 
nefs,  have  deltroyed  their  female 
children  in  their  infancy,  in  order 
to  deliver  them  from  that  intoler¬ 
able  bondage  to  which  they  knew 
they  were  doomed.  Thus  the  firft 
inflitution  of  focial  life  is  pervert¬ 
ed.  That  llate  of  domefic  union 
towards  which  nature  leads  the  hu¬ 
man  fpecies,  in  order  to  foften  the 
heart  to  gentlenefs  and  humanity, 
is  rendered  fo  unequal,  as  to  ef  a- 
b  1  i ill  a  cruel  diliindtion  between 
the  fexes,  which  forms  the  one  to 
be  harfli  and  unfeeling,  and  hum¬ 
bles  the  other  to  fervility  and  fub- 
jeition. 

It  is  owing,  perhaps,  in  fome 
meafure,  to  this  fate  of  depreflion, 
that  women  in  rude  nations  are  far 
from  being  prolific.  The  vigour 
of  their  confitution  is  exhaufed 
by  exceffive  fatigue,  and  the  wants 
and  difreffes  of  favage  life  are  fo 
numerous,  as  to  force  them  to  take 
various  precautions  in  order  to 
prevent  too  rapid  an  increafe  of 
their  progeny.  Among  wander¬ 
ing  tribes,  or  fuch  as  depend  chiefly 
upon  hunting  for  fublifence,  the 
mother  cannot-* attempt  to  rear  a 
fecond  child,  until  the  firf  has  at¬ 
tained 
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tamed  fuch  av  degree  of  vigour  a? 
to  be  in  fome  meafure  independent 
of  her  care.  From  this  motive,  it 
is  the  univerfal  pradiceof  the  Ame¬ 
rican  women  to  nurfe  their  chil¬ 
dren  during  feveral  years ;  and  as  , 
they  feldom  marry  early,  the  pe¬ 
riod  of  their  fertility  is  over,  before 
they  can  fi'nifh  the  long:  but  necef- 
farv  attendance  upon  two  or  three 
fucceffive  children.  Among  fome 
of  the  lead  polithed  tribes,  whofe 
indudry  and  forefight  does  not  ex¬ 
tend  fo  far  as  to  make  any  regular 
provifion  for  their  own  fubfi  Hence, 
it  is  a  maxim  not  to  burthen  thern- 
felves  with  rearing:  more  than  two 
children  ;  and  no  fuch  numerous 
families,  as  are  frequent  in  civi¬ 
lized  focieties,  are  to  be  found 
among  men  in  this  date.  When 
twins  are  born,  one  of  them  com¬ 
monly  is  abandoned,  becaufe  the 
mother  is  not  equal  to  the  talk  of 
educating  both.  When  a  mother 
dies  while  die  is  nurfing  a  child, 
all  hope  of  preferving  its  life  fails, 
and  it  is  buried  together  with  her 
in  the  fame  grave.  As  the  parents 
are  frequently  expofed  to  want  by 
their  own  improvident  indolence, 
the  difficulty  of  fudaining  their 
children  becomes  fo  great,  that  it 
is  not  uncommon  to  abandon  or 
dedroy  them.  Tims  their  expe¬ 
rience  of  the  difficulty  of  training 
up  an  infant  to  maturity,  amidd 
the  hardfhips  of  favage  life,  often 
Hides  the  voice  of  nature  among 
the  Americans,  and  fuppreffes  the 
drong  emotions  of  parental  ten- 
dernefs. 

But,  though  neceffity  compels 
the  inhabitants  of  America  thus  to 
fct  bounds  to  the  increafe  of  their 
families,  they  are  not  deficient  in 
affect  ion  and  attachment  to  their 
offspring.  They  feed  the  power  of 


this  inftind  in  its  full  force,  and  as 
long  as  their  progeny  continue  fee¬ 
ble  and  helplefs,  no  people  exceed 
them  in  tendernefs  and  care.  But 
in  rude  nations,  the  dependence 
of  children  upon  their  parents  is  of 
fhorter  continuance  than  in  polidi- 
ed  idcieties.  When  men  mud  be 
trained  to  the  various  functions  of 
civil  life  by  previous  difeipline  and 
education,  when  the  knowledge  of 
abdrufe  fciences  mud  be  taught, 
and  dexterity  in  intricate  arts  mud 
be  acquired,  before  a  young  man 
is  prepared  to  begin  his  career  of 
action,  the  attentive  feelings  of  a 
parent  are  not  confined  to  the  years 
of  infancy,  but  extend  to  the  eda- 
bliihment  of  his  child  in  the 
world.  Even  then,  his  folicitude 
does  not  terminate.  His  protedion 
may  dill  berequifite,  and  his  wif- 
dom  and  experience  dill  prove 
ufeful  guides.  Thus  a  permanent 
connection  is  formed  ,  parental 
tendernefs  is  exercifed,  and  filial 
refped  returned,  throughout  the 
whole  courfe  of  life.  But  in  the 
fimplicity  of  the  favage  date,  the 
affection  of  parents,  like  the  in- 
dindive  fondnefs  of  animals,  ceafes 
aimed  entirely  as  fbon  as  their  off- 
fpring  attain  maturity.  Little  in- 
drudion  fits  them  for  that  mode 
of  life  to  which  they  are  dedined. 
The  parents,  as  if  their  duty  were 
accompliffied,  when  they  have  con- 
duded  their  children  through  the 
helplefs  years  of  infancy,  leave 
them  afterwards  at  entire  liberty. 
They  feldom  advife  or  admonilh, 
they  never  chide  or  chadife  them. 
They  fuffer  them  to  be  abfolute 
maders  of  their  own  adions.  In 
an  American  hut,  a  father,  a  mo¬ 
ther,  and  their  poderity,  live  to¬ 
gether,  like  perfons  afiembled  by- 
accident,  without  deeming  to  feel 
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the  obligation  of  the  duties  mutu¬ 
ally  ariling  from  this  connection. 
As  filial  love  is  not  cherifhed  by 
the  continuance  of  attention  or 
good  offices,  the  recollection  of 
benefits  received  in  early  infancy 
is  too  faint  to  excite  it.  Con- 
fcious  of  their  own  liberty,  and 
impatient  of  rellraint,  the  youth 
of  America  are  accuftomed  to  ad 
as  if  they  were  totally  independent. 
Their  parents  are  not  objects  of 
greater  regard  than  other  perfons. 
They  treat  them  always  with  neg¬ 
lect,  and  often  with  fuch  harfh- 
nefs  and  infolence,  as  to  fill  thofe 
who  have  been  witneffes  of  their 
conduct  with  horror.  Thus  the 
ideas  which  leem  to  be  natural  to 
man  in  his  favage  Hate,  as  they 
refult  from  his  circumftances  and 
condition  in  that  period  of  his  pro- 
grefs,  affeCt  the  two  capital  rela¬ 
tions  in  domeftic  life.  They  ren¬ 
der  the  union  between  hufband  and 
wife  unequal.  They  fhorten  the 
deration,  and  weaken  the  force, 
of  the  connection  between  parents 
and  children. 

From  the  domeftic  ftate  of  the 
Americans,  the  tranfition  is  na¬ 
tural  to  the  confideration  of  their 
civil  government  and  political  in- 
ftitutions.  In  every  inquiry  con¬ 
cerning  the  operations  of  men 
when  united  together  in  fociety, 
the  firft  objeCt  of  attention  fhould 
be  their  mode  of  fubfiftence.  Ac¬ 
cordingly  as  that  varies,  their  laws 
and  policy  muft  be  different.  The 
inftitutions  fuited  to  the  ideas  and 
exigences  of  tribes,  which  fubfift 
chiefly  by  fifhing  or  hunting,  and 
which  have  hardly  formed  a  con¬ 
ception  of  any  fpecies  of  property, 
will  be  much  more  fimple  than 
thofe  which  muft  take  place  when 
jthe  earth  is  cultivated  with  regular 
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induftry,  and  a  right  of  property, 
not  only  in  its  productions,  but  in 
the  foil  itfelf,  is  completely  afeer- 
tained. 

All  the  people  of  America,  now 
under  review,  belong  to  the  former 
clafs.  But  though  they  may  all  be 
comprehended  under  the  general 
denomination  of  favage,  the  ad¬ 
vances  which  they  had  made  in  the 
art  of  procuring  to  themfelves  a 
certain  and  plentiful  fubfiftence, 
were  very  unequal.  On  the  valt 
plains  of  South-xA.merica,  man  ap¬ 
pears  in  one  of  the  rudeft  ftates  in 
which  he  has  been  ever  obferved, 
or,  perhaps,  can  exift.  Several 
tribes  depend  entirely  upon  the 
bounty  of  nature  for  fubfiftence. 
They  difeover  no  folicitude,  they 
employ  little  forefight,  they  fcarce- 
ly  exert  any  induftry,  to  fecure  what 
is  neceftary  for  their  fupport.  The 
Topayers  of  Brafil,  the  Guaxeros  of 
Tierra-Firme,  the  Caiguas ,  the 
Moxos,  and  feveral  other  people  of 
Paraguay,  are  unacquainted  with 
every  fpecies  of  cultivation.  They 
neither  low  nor  plant.  Even  the 
culture  of  the  manioc,  of  which 
caliada  bread  is  made,  is  an  art  too 
intricate  for  their  ingenuity,  or 
too  fatiguing  to  their  indolence. 
Theroots  which  the  earth  produces 
fpontaneoully,  the  fruits,  the  ber¬ 
ries,  and  feeds,  which  they  gather 
in  the  woods,  together  with  li¬ 
zards  and  other  reptiles,  which  the 
heat  engenders  in  a  fat  foil,  moift- 
ened  by  frequent  rains,  fupply 
them  with  food  during  fome  part 
of  the  year.  At  other  times  they 
fubfift  by  fifhing;  and  nature  feems 
to  have  indulged  the  la^inefs  of 
the  people,  by  the  liberality  with 
which  lhe  minifters,  in  this  way, 
to  their  wants.  The  vaft  rivers  of 
South- America  abound  with  an 
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infinite  variety  of  the  moil  delicate 
fifh.  The  lakes  and  marfhes, 
formed  by  the  annual  overflowing 
of  the  waters,  are  filled  with  all 
the  different  fpecies,  where  they 
remain  fliut  up,  as  in  natural  re- 
fervoirs,  for  the  ufe  of  the  inhabi¬ 
tants.  They  fwarm  in  fuch  flioals, 
that  in  fome  places  they  are  catched 
without  art  or  induftry.  In  others, 
the  natives  have  difcovered  a  me\ 
thod  of  infedling  the  water  with 
the  juice  of  certain  plants,  by 
which  the  fifh  are  fo  intoxicated, 
that  they  float  on  the  furface,  and 
are  taken  with  the  hand.  Some 
tribes  have  ingenuity  enough  to 
pref^rve  them  without  fait,  by 
drying  or  fmoaking  them  upon 
hurdles  over  a  flow  fire.  The  pro¬ 
lific  quality  of  the  rivers  in  South- 
America  induces  many  of  the'  na¬ 
tives  to  refort  to.  their  banks,  and 
to  depend  almofl  entirely  for  nou- 
tifhment  on  what  their  waters  fup- 
ply  with  fuch  profuflon.  In  this 
part  of  the  globe,  hunting  feems 
not  to  have  been  the  firft  employ¬ 
ment  of  men,  or  the  firfl  effort  of 
their  invention  and  labour  to  ob¬ 
tain  food.  They  were  nfhers  be¬ 
fore  they  became  hunters ;  and  as 
the  occupations  of  the  former  do 
not  call  for  equal  exertions  cf  ac¬ 
tivity,  or  talents,  with  thofe  of 
the  latter,  people  in  that  date  ap¬ 
pear  to  pofiefs  neither  the  fame  de¬ 
gree  of  enterprife,  norof  ingenuity. 
The  petty  nations,  adjacent  to  the 
Maragnon  and  Orinoco,  are  mani- 
feftly  the  mod  inactive  and  lead 
intelligent  of  all  the  Americans. 

None  but  tribes  contiguous  to 
great  rivers  can  fuftain  themfelves 
m  this  manner.  The  greater  part 
of  the  American  nations,  difperfed 
over  the  forefls  with  which  their 
country  is  covered,  do  not  procure 


fubfiftence  with  the  fame  facility. 
For  although  thefe  forefls,  efpe- 
cially  in  the  fouthern  continent 
of  America,  are  ftored  plentifully 
with  game,  conliderable  efforts  of 
activity  and  ingenuity  are  requi- 
fite  in  purfuit  of  it.  Neceffity  in¬ 
cited  them  to  the  one,  and  taught 
them  the  other,  blunting  became 
their  principal  occupation  ;  and  as 
it  called  forth  flrenuous  exertions 
of  courage,  of  force,  and  of  inven¬ 
tion,  it  was  deemed  a  fundlion 
no  lefs  honourable  than  neceifary. 
This  was  peculiar  to  the  men. 
They  were  trained  to  it  from  their 
earliefl  youth.  A  bold  and  dex¬ 
trous  hunter  ranked  next  in  fame 
to  the  diflinguifhed  warrior,  and 
an  alliance  with  the  formep  is  of¬ 
ten  courted  in  preference  to  one 
with  the  latter.  Hardly  any  de¬ 
vice,  which  the  ingenuity  of  man 
has  difcovered  for  enfnaring  or 
deftroying  wild  animals,  was  un¬ 
known  to  the  Americans.  While 
engaged  in  this  favourite  exercife, 
they  fhake  off  the  indolence  pe¬ 
culiar  to  their  nature,  the  latent 
powers  and  vigour  of  their  minds 
are  roufed,  and  they  become  adlive. 
perfevering,  and  indefatigable. 
Their  fagacity  in  finding  their 
prey,  and  their  addrefs  in  killing 
it,  are  equal.  Their  reafon  and 
their  fenfes,  being  conftantly  di- 
redted  towards  this  one  object,  the 
former  difplays  fuch  fertility  of  in¬ 
vention,  and  the  latter  acquire  fuch 
a  degree  of  acutenefs,  as  appear 
almofl  incredible.  They  difcern 
the  footfteps  of  a  wild  bead,  which 
efcape  every  other  eye,  and  can 
follow  them  with  certainty  through 
the  pathlefs  forefl.  If  they  attack 
their  game  openly,  their  arrow 
feidom  errs  from  the  mark ;  if 
they  endeavour  to  circumvent  it  by 
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art,  it  is  aimed  impoffible  to  avoid 
their  toils.  AmongTeveral  tribes, 
theiryoung  men  were  not  permitted 
to  marry,  until  they  had  given  fuch 
proofs  of  their  (kill  in  hunting 
as  put  it  beyond  doubt  that  they 
were  capable  of  providing  for  a 
family.  Their  ingenuity,  always 
on  the  ftretch,  and  fharpened  by 
emulation,  as  well  as  neceflity,  has 
Itruck  out  many  inventions,  which 
greatly  facilitate  fuccefs  in  'the 
chafe.  The  mod  fingular  of  thefe 
is  the  difeovery  of  a  poifon  in  which 
they  dip  the  arrows  employed  in 
hunting.  The  flighted  wound 
with  thofe  envenomed  fhafts  is 
mortal.  If  they  only  pierce  the 
{kin,  the  blood  fixes  and  congeals 
in  a  moment,  and  the  dronged 
animal  falls  motionlefs  to  the 
ground.  Nor  does  this  poifon, 
notwithdanding  its  violence  and 
fubtlety,  infeft  the  defh  of  the  ani¬ 
mal  which  it  kills.  That  may  be 
eaten  with  perfect  fafety,  and  re¬ 
tains  its  native  relifh  and  qualities. 
All  the  nations  along  the  Marag- 
non  and  Orinoco  are  acquainted 
with  this  compofition,  the  chief 
ingredient  in  which  is  the  j  uice  ex¬ 
tracted  from  the  root  of  the  curare , 
a  fpecies  of  withe.  In  other  parts 
of  America,  they  employ  the  juice 
of  the  tnanchenille  for  the  fame  pur- 
pofe,  and  it  operates  with  a  no 
lei's  fatal  activity.  To  people 
podeded  of  thofe  fecrets,  the  bow 
is  a  more  dedrudtive  weapon  than 
the  mulket,  and,  in  their  fkilful 
hands,  does  great  execution  among 
the  birds  and  beads  which  abound 
in  the  foreds  of  America. 

But  the  life  of  a  hunter  gradually 
leads  man  to  a  date  more  advanced. 
The  chafe,  even  where  prey  is 
abundant,  and  the  dexterity  of  the 
hunter  much  improved,  affords  but 


an  uncertain  maintenance,  and  at 
fome  feafons  it  mud  be  fufpended 
altogether.  If  a  favage  trulls  to 
his  how  alone  for  food,  he  and 
his  family  will  be  often  reduced  to 
extreme  diltrefs.  Hardly  any  re¬ 
gion  of  the  earth  furnilhes  man 
fpontaneoudy  with  what  his  wants 
require.  In  the  milded  climates, 
and  mod  fertile  foils,  his  own  in- 
dudry  and  forefight  mud  be  exert¬ 
ed,  in  fome  degree,  to  fecurearegu- 
larfupply  of  food.  Their  experience 
of  this  furmounts  the  abhorrence 
of  labour  natural  to  favage  nations, 
and  compels  them  to  have  recourfe 
to  culture,  as  fuljfi diary  to  hunt¬ 
ing.  In  particular  fituations,  fome 
fmall  tribes  may  fubfid  by  fifhing, 
independent  of  any  production  of 
the  earth,  raifed  by  their  own  in- 
dudry.  But  throughout  all  Ame¬ 
rica,  we  fcarcely  meet  with  any 
nation  of  hunters,  which  does  not 
practife  fome  fpecies  of  cultivation. 

Their  agriculture,  however,  is 
neither  extenfive  nor  laborious.  As 
game  and  fifh  are  their  principal 
food,  all  they  aim  at  by  cultiva¬ 
tion,  is  tofupplyany  occadonal  de¬ 
fect  of  thefe.  In  the  fouthern  con¬ 
tinent  of  America,  the  natives  con¬ 
fined  their  indudry  to  rearing  a 
few  plants,  which,  in  a  rich  foil 
and  warm  climate,  were  eafily 
trained  to  maturity.  The  chief  of 
thefe  is  Maize ,  well  known  in  Eu¬ 
rope  by  the  name  of  T urkey  or  In¬ 
dian  wheat,  a  grain  extremely 
prolific,  of  fimple  culture,  agree¬ 
able  to  the  tafte,  and  affording  a 
ftrong  hearty  nourishment.  The 
fecond  is  the  manioc ,  which  grows 
to  the  fize  of  a  large  fhrub,  or 
fmall  tree,  and  produces  roots 
fomewhat  refembling  parfnips. 
After  carefully  Squeezing  out  the 
juice,  thefe  roots  are  grated  down 

to 


6a  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1777. 


to  afine  powder,  and  formed  into 
thin  cakes,  called  Cajfada  bread, 
which,  though  iniipid  to  the  tade, 
proves  no  contemptible  food.  As 
thejuice  of  the  manioc  is  a  deadly 
poifon,  fome  authors  have  cele¬ 
brated  the  ingenuity  of  the  Ame¬ 
ricans,  in  converting  a  noxious 
plant  into  wholefome  nourifhment. 
But  it  fhould  rather  be  confidered 
as  one  of  the  defperate  expedients 
for  procuring  fubddence,  to  which 
neceflity  reduces  rude  nations  ;  or, 
perhaps,  men  were  led  to  the  ufe 
of  it  by  a  prog-refs,  in  which  there 
is  nothing  marvellous.  One  fpe¬ 
cies  of  manioc  is  altogether  free  of 
any  poifonous  quality,  and  may  be 
eaten  without  any  preparation  but 
that  of  roading  it  in  the  embers. 
This,  it  is  probable,  was  fird  ufed 
by  the  Americans  as  food ;  and  ne- 
cefiity  having  gradually  taught 
them  the  art  of  feparating  its  per¬ 
nicious  juice  from  the  other  fpecies, 
they  have  by  experience  found  it 
to  be  the  mod  prolific  as  well  as 
the  mod  nourifhing  plant  of  the 
two.  The  third  is  the  plantain , 
which  though  it  rifes  to  the  height 
of  a  tree,  is  of  fuch  quick  growth, 
that  in  lefs  than  a  year  it  rewards 
the  indudry  of  the  cultivator  with 
its  fruit.  This,  when  roaded, 
fupplies  the  place  of  bread,  and  is 
both  palatable  and  nourifhing. 
The  fourth  is  the  potatoe ,  whofe 
culture  and  qualities  are  too  well 
known  to  need  any  defeription. 
The  fifth  is  pimento ,  a  fmall  tree, 
yielding  a  drong  aromatic  fpice. 
The  Americans,  who,  like  other 
inhabitants  of  warm  climates,  de¬ 
light  in  whatever  is  hot  and  of 
poignant  flavour,  deem  this  fea- 
foning  a  neceffary  of  life,  and  min¬ 
gle  it  copioudy  with  every  kind  of 
food  they  take. 


Such  are  the  various  productions, 
which  were  the  chief  objedl  of  cul¬ 
ture  among  the  hunting  tribes  on 
the  continent  of  America,  and  with 
a  moderate  exertion  of  adtive  and 
provident  indudry,  thefe  might 
have  yielded  a  full  fupply  to  the 
wants  of  a  numerous  people.  But 
men,  accudomed  to  the  free  and 
vagrant  life  of  hunters,  are  inca¬ 
pable  of  regular  application  to  la¬ 
bour;  and  confider  agriculture  as 
a  fecondary  and  inferior  occupa¬ 
tion.  Accordingly,  the  providon 
for  fubddence,  arifing  from  culti¬ 
vation,  was  fo  limited  and  fcanty 
among  the  Americans,  that,  upon 
any  accidental  failure  of  their  ufual 
fuccefs  in  hunting,  they  were  often 
reduced  to  extreme  didrefs. 

In  the  iflands,  the  mode  of  fub- 
fiding  was  confiderably  different. 
None  of  the  large  animals  which 
abound  on  the  continent  were 
known  there.  Only  four  fpecies 
of  quadrupeds,  befides  a  kind  of 
fmall  d  umb  dog,  exided  in  the 
iflands,  the  bigged  of  which  did 
not  exceed  the  fize  of  a  rabbit.  To 
hunt  fuch  diminutive  prey,  \yas  an 
occupation  which  required  no  effort 
either  of  activity  or  courage.  The 
chief  employment  of  a  hunter  in 
the  ides  was  to  kill  birds,  which 
on  the  continent  are  deemed  igno¬ 
ble  game,  and  left  chiedy  to  the 
purfuit  of  boys.  This  want  of  ani¬ 
mals8,  as  well  as  their  peculiar 
dtuation,  led  the  iflanders  to  de¬ 
pend  principally  upon  fifhing  for 
their  fubddence.  Their  rivers, 
and  the  fea  with  which  they  are 
furrounded,  fupplied  them  with 
this  fpecies  of  food.  At  fome  par¬ 
ticular  feafons,  turtle,  crabs,  and 
other  lhell-fifh,  abounded  in  fuch 
numbers,  that  they  could  fupport 
themfelves  with  a  facility  in  which 

their 
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their  indolence  delighted.  At 
other  times,  they  ate  lizard?,  and 
various  reptiles  of  odious  forms. 
To  fifhing,  the  inhabitants  of  the 
idands  added  fomc  decree  of  apri- 
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culture.  Maize,  manioc,  and 
other  plants,  were  cultivated  in 
the  fame  manner  as  on  the  conti¬ 
nent.  But  all  the  fruits  of  their 
indudry,  together  with  what  their 
foil  and  climate  produced  fponta- 
neoufiy,  afforded  them  but  a  fcan- 
ty  maintenance.  Though  their  de¬ 
mands  for  food  were  very  fparing, 
they  hardly  railed  what  was  fuffi- 
cient  for  their  own  confumption. 
If  a  few  Spaniards  fettled  in  any 
didridt,  fuch  a  frnall  addition  of 
fupernumerary  mouths  foon  ex- 
hauded  their  fcanty  fores,  and 
brought  on  a  famine. 

Two  circumdances,  common  to 
all  the  favage  nations  of  America, 
concurred  with  thofe  which  I  have 
already  mentioned,  not  only  in 
rendering  their  agriculture  imper¬ 
fect,  but  in  circumfcribing  their 
power  in  all  their  operations. 
They  had  no  tame  animals  ;  and 
they  were  unacquainted  with  the 
ufe  of  metals. 

—  Agriculture,  even  when  the 
drength  of  man  is  feconded  by  that 
of  the  animals  which  he  has  fub- 
jedted  to  the  yoke,  and  his  power 
augmented  by  the  ufe  of  the  va- 
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rious  indruments  with  which  the 
difeovery  of  metals  has  furnifhed 
him,  is  dill  a  work  of  great  labour  ; 
and  it  is  with  the  fweat  of  his  brow 
that  he  renders  the  earth  fertile. 
It  is  not  wonderful,  then,  that 
people  deditute  of  both  thefe  ad¬ 
vantages  fhould  have  made  fo  little 
progrefs  in  cultivation,  that  they 
mud  be  confidered  as  depending 
for  fubfidence  on  diking  and  hunt¬ 
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ing,  rather  than  on  the  fruits  of 
their  own  labour. 


Account  of  a  Society  in  the  Friendly 
Ifands  named  Arreoy;  extracted 
from  Forder’r  Voyage. 

WrE  walked  along  this  creek 
in  the  afternoon,  as  far  as 
the  intermittent  fhowers  would 
permit.  The  fliore  was  lined  with 
innumerable  canoes,  whild  every 
houfe  and  died  was  crouded  with 
people,  many  of  whom  were  pre¬ 
paring  large  and  luxurious  dinners, 
from  heaps  of  provifions  which 
were  every  where  accumulated. 
We  were  told  that  a  peculiar  fo- 
ciety  or  order  of  perfons  of  both 
fexes,  named  Arreoy,  exided  in 
thefe  i Hands ;  and  that  they  affem- 
bled  at  times  from  all  parts,  and 
travelled  through  all  the  idands, 
leading  and  carduling  to  excefs. 
D  tiring  the  time  we  lay  at  II  uahine, 
we  had  obferved  no  lefs  than  fe- 
venty  canoes,  with  more  than  feven 
hundred. of  thefe  arreoy s  on  board, 
eroding  over  to  Raietea  in  one 
morning.  We  were  told  that  they 
had  fpent  a  few  days  on  the  eaft 
fide  of  the  iiland,  and  were  arrived 
on  its  wedern  fliore  only  a  day  or 
two  before  us.  We  took  notice 
that  they  were  all  perfons  of  fome 
confequence,  and  of  the  race  of 
chiefs.  Some  of  the  men  were 
pundtured  in  large  broad  blotches; 
and  Mahine  adured  us,  thefe  were 
the  mod  eminent  members  of  the 
fociety,  and  that  the  more  they 
were  covered  with  pundtures,  the 
higher  was  their  rank.  They  were 
in  general  dout  and  well  made,  and 
all  profeffed  themfelves  warriors. 
Mahine  had  a  very‘high  veneration 
i  for 
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for  this  fociety,  and  told  us  he 
himfeif  was  a  member.  They  are 
united  by  the  ties  of  reciprocal 
friendfhip,  and  exercife  hofpitali- 
ty  towards  each  other  in  its  greateft 
latitude.  As  foon  as  an  arreoy  vi- 
iits  another,  though  he  were  un¬ 
known  to  him,  he  is  fure  to  have 
his  wants  fupplied,  and  his  defires 
gratified ;  he  is  introduced  to  other 
jnembers  of  the  order,  and  they 
vie  with  each  other  in  loading  him 
with  carefTes  and  prefents.  It 
was  to  this  principle  that  Mahine 
afcribed  all  the  pleafures  which  lie 
had  enjoyed  at  Taheitee.  T'he  fir  ft 
people  who  favv  him  on  board  were 
arrecys  according  to  his  account, 
and  in  that  quality  made  him  a 
prefent  of  their  garments,  fince  he 
had  no otherthan  European  cloaths. 
It  appears,  that  one  or  more  per- 
fons  of  each  little  family  of  chiefs 
enter  into  this  community,  of 
which  the  invariable  and  funda¬ 
mental  character  is,  that  none  of 
its  members  are  permitted  to  have 
any  children.  From  the  accounts 
of  the  moft  intelligent  among  the 
natives,  we  have  great  room  to 
fuppofe,  that  the  original  inflitu- 
tion  required  their  living  in  perpe¬ 
tual  celibacy.  As  this  law  was  too 
repugnant  to  the  impulfes  of  na¬ 
ture,  which  muft  be  uncommonly 
ftrong  in  their  climate,  they  foon 
tranfgreffed  it ;  but  preferved  the 
intention  of  the  prefcribed  abfti- 
nence,  by  fufFocating  their  unfor¬ 
tunate  offspring  immediately  after 
birth. 

_  The  arreoy s  enjoy  feveral  pri¬ 
vileges,  and  are  greatly  refpected 
throughout  the  Society  I  Hands  and 

i  aheiteej  nay,  they  claim  a  great 
fhare  of  honour  from  the  very  cir- 
cumftance  of  being  childlefs.  Tu- 
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pava,  when  he  heard  that  the  king 
of  England  had  a  numerous  off- 
fpring,  declared  he  thought  him¬ 
feif  much  greater  becaufe  he  be¬ 
longed  to  the  arreoys.  In  mofl 
other  countries  the  name  of  a  pa¬ 
rent  gives  honour  and  refpedft ;  but 
when  an  arreoy,  at  Taheitee,  em¬ 
phatically  bellows  it,  it  is  meant 
as  a  term  of  contempt  and  reproach. 
T  he  arreoys  keep  great  meetings 
at  ftated  times,  travelling  from 
one  i fl an d  to  another.  They  feafl 
on  the  choiceft  vegetables,  and  on. 
plenty  of  pork,  dog’s  flefh,  fifh, 
and  poultry,  which  is  liberally 
furmfhed  by  the  tow  tows,  or  lower 
clafs,  for  their  entertainment.  The 
pepper- root  drink  is  prepared  and 
f wallowed  in  furprifing  quantities 
on  thefe  occafions.  Wherever  they 
go,  the  train^  of  fenfual  pleafure 
waits  upon  them.  They  are 
amufed  with  mufic  and  dances, 
which  are  faid  to  be  particularly 
lafcivious  at  night,  when  no  other 
fpe£lators  befides  themfelves  are 
admitted. 

In  a  country  fo  far  emerged  from 
barbarifm  as  Taheitee,  it  cannot 
be  fuppofed  that  a  fociety  would 
have  maintained  itfelf  to  the  pre¬ 
fent  time,  which  appears  fo  inju¬ 
rious  to  the  reft  of  the  nation,  un- 
lefs  its  ad  van  tages  were  fo  confider- 
able,  as  to  require  its  continuance. 
Two  reafons  feem  to  favour  the 
exiftence  of  arreoys,  and  both  are 
in  fome  meafure  connefled  toge¬ 
ther.  The  firft  appears  to  be  the 
neceffity  of  entertaining  a  body  of 
warriors,  to  defend  their  fellow- 
citizens  from  theinvafions  and  de¬ 
predations  of  enemies.  This  is 
confirmed  by  thecircumftance,  that 
all  the  arreoys  are  warriors ;  but  as 
love  might  beWuppofed  to  ener¬ 
vate 
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Vate  them,  they  were  retrained  to 
that  celibacy,  which  they  have 
fince  found  it  too  difficult  to  ob- 
ferve.  The  fecond  reafon  for  the 
afiociation  of  the  arreoys,  feems  to 
be  to  prevent  the  too  rapid  propa¬ 
gation  of  the  race  of  chiefs.  An 
intelligent  man,  who  perhaps  was 
once  the  lawgiver  of  Taheitee, 
might  forefee,  that  the  common 
people  would  at  length  groan  un¬ 
der  the  yoke  of  this  numerous  and 
ever  multiplying  breed  of  petty- 
tyrants.  To  oblige  a  part  of  them 
to  a  (ingle  life,  was  the  fhorteft 
means  of  obtaining  this  end  ;  but 
certain  glaring  advantages  were  to 
be  held  out,  to  make  them  fubmit 
without  reiu&ance  to  fuch  a  re- 
flraint.  From  hence  we  m3y  de¬ 
rive  that  high  efteem  with  which 
the  whole  nation  honours  the  order 
of  arreoy ;  and  likewife  account 
for  their  authority,  and  for  their 
gluttony  in  eating,  which  has  been 
the  privilege  of  warriors  in  every 
country,  before  they  became  the 
tools  of  tyranny.  When  the  ar¬ 
reoys  had  once  fo  far  departed  from 
the  laws  of  their  fi r  ft  inilitution,  as 
to  admit  the  commerce  with  the 
fex,  it  is  eafy  to  conceive,  that, 
by  infenfible  degrees,  they  have  al- 
ifloft  wholly  Soil  the  original  challe 
and  fober  fpiritof  the  order.  They 
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are  at  prefent,  without  doubt,  the 
moll  luxurious  fet  of  people  in  the 
iiland  ;  though  I  have  not  found 
the  leaft  reafon  to  charge  tliem 
with  a  refinement  in  voluptuotif- 
nefs,  which  is  at  once  improbable, 
and  inconfifteot  with  the  tendernefs 
of  the  whole  people.  We  have 
been  told  a  wanton  tale  of  promif- 
cuous  embraces,  where  every  wo¬ 
man  is  common  to  every  man  :  but 
when  wre  enquired  for  a  confirma¬ 
tion  of  this  fiery  from  the  natives, 
Vol.  XX, 
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we  were  foon  convinced  that  it 
mufl,  like  many  others,  be  confi- 
dered  as  the  groundlefs  invention 
of  a  traveller’s  gay  fancy. 

Some  arreoys  arc  married  to  a 
woman,  in  the  fame  manner  as 
Mahine  was  to  the  daughter  of 
Toperree  ;  but  ethers  keep  a  tem¬ 
porary  miilrefs.  Many  may  per¬ 
haps  revel  in  the  arms  of  feveral 
proflitutes,  which  are  to  be  met 
with  in  all  the  illands.  This  dif- 
folute  pleafure  is  however  much, 
more  frequent  in  every  civilized 
country  of  Europe  ;  but  I  appre¬ 
hend  it  would  not  authorife  an  afi- 
fertion,  that  in  Europe  there  exifts 
a  fociety  of  men  and  women,  who 
practife  a  particular  refinement  of 
fen  finality.  When  we  confider  the 
whole  character  of  the  Taheitians ; 
when  we  recoiled  their  gentlenefis, 
their  generofity,  their  afFedicnate 
friendfhip,  their  tendernefs,  their 
pity,  we  cannot  reconcile  thefe 
qualities  to  the  murder  of  their  own 
offspring.  We  fhudder  at  tha 
hern  inhumanity  of  the  father, 
but  much  more  fo  at  the  obdu¬ 
rate  heart  of  the  mother,  where 
the  voice  of  nature,  and  of  power¬ 
ful  inftind,  fhould  cry  aloud  for 
mercy  and  protedion.  The  paths 
of  virtue  are  but  too  eafily  forfaken  5 
flili  we  are  at  a  lofs  to  conceive, 
how  a  people  fo  much  left  to  na¬ 
ture,  could  arrive  at  fuch  a  detefl- 
able  pitch  of  depravity  :  but  cuftom , 

That  monfter  cuftom,  who  all  fenfe  doth 
eat 

Of  habits  evil—  - —  Shakespeare. 

gradually  blunts  every  Feeling,  and 
overcomes  the  flings  of  femorfe. 
We  had  no  fooner  learnt  that  fuch.  / 
an  unnatural  and  barbarous  prac¬ 
tice  fligmatized  the  fociety  of  ar¬ 
reoy,  than  we  reprehended  our 
F  young 
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young  friend  Mahine  for  valuing 
himfelfon  being  a  member  of  furh 
adeteftabie  body.  We  endeavoured 
to  point  out  the  iru morality  and 
cruelty  of  this  practice,  and  made 
ufe  of  every  argument  which  our 
refledicns  could  furnifh,  or  our 
words  exorefs.  We  eafiiy  fucceeded 

A  ■> 

in  convincing  him,  and  obtained  a 
promife  that  he  would  not  kill  his 
children,  but  feparate  from  the  fo- 
ciety  as  foon  as  he  fhou'd  receive 
the  glorious  name  of  father.  To 
our, great  fatisfaCHon  he  affured  us, 
that  theinftances  of  arreoys  having 
children  were  extremely  rare.  It 
feems  that  they  choofe  their  wives 
and  millreffes  among  the  profti- 
tutes  ;  and  from  this  circumftance, 
as  well  as  from  their  great  volup- 
tuoufnefs,  they  have  feldom  reafon 
to  dread  the  in.tr  u  non  of  an  unfor¬ 
tunate  infant.  The  anfwers  of  O- 
Mai,  whom  I  confulted  on  this 
fubjeCt  after  my  return  to  England, 
gave  me  lliil  greater  plealure,  as 
they  foftened  the  fcfanfgreffion  at 
leaft  of  one  part,  and  entirely  freed 
the  bulk  of  the  nation  from  that 
fhare  ot  guilt,  which  the  Ample  ac- 
cjuiefcence  in  fuch  a  heinous  crime 
might  throw  upon  them.  He 
affured  me,  that  the  invariable 
laws  of  the  community  of  arreoy 
required  the  extinction  of  their 
offspring;  that  the  pre-eminence 
and  advantages  which  a  rgan  en¬ 
joyed  as  arreoy  were  fo  valuable, 
to  urge  him  on  again  it  his  own 
feelings  ;  that  the  mother  was  never 
willing  to  confent  to  the  horrid 
murder,  hut  that  her  hufband  and 
other  arreoys  perfuaded  her  to 
yield  up  the  child  ;  and  that  when 
entreaties  were  not  fufficient,  force 
was  fometimes  employed.  But 
above  all,  he  added,  that  this  aCt 
was  always  performed  in  fecret. 


and  fo  that  none  of  the  people* 
not  even  the  towtows  or  attendants 
of  the  houfe,  were  prefent ;  be¬ 
en  ufe,  if  it  were  feen,  the  mur¬ 
derers  muft  be  put  todeath.  This 
being  the  cafe,  we  may  comfort 
ourfelves  with  the  reflection,  that 
criminal  individuals  are  not  more 
numerous  in  the  Society  Iflands, 
than  among  other  people  ;  and  that 
the, votaries  of  vice  have  no  reafon 
to  triumph,  in  fuppofing  a  whole 
nation  accuftomed  to  commit  un¬ 
natural  murders,  without  a  fenfe  of 
wrong. 

The  arreoys  were  no  lefs  hofpi- 
table  than  luxurious,  and  it  was 
not  for  want  of  invitation  that  we 
did  not  partake  of  their  refrefh- 
ments.  We  rambled  in  the  coun¬ 
try  till  fun-fet,  and  then  returned 
to  the  fhip,  which  Mahine,  the 
woman,  and  the  other  Indian  paf- 
fengers  had  now  left.  The  next 
morning  a  great  number  of  natives 
came  to  the  fliip  in  their  canoes, 
among  whom  were  many  women, 
who  remained  with  the  failors. 
At  Huahine  the  commerce  of  this 
kind  had  been  very  inconfiderable, 
and  chiefly  confined  to  women  who 
were  only  on  a  vifit  to  that  ifland  ; 
it  was  therefore  refumed  here  with 
the  greateft  eagernefs  by  our  crew. 
We  paffed  the  day  on  an  excur/ion 
to  the  northward,  where  we  fhot 
feveral  wild  ducks,  and  met  with 
a  hofpitable  reception  in  different 
cottages. 

The  next  was  a  fine  day,  de¬ 
lightfully  tempered  by  a  flrong 
eaflerly.  gale.  We  received  the 
vifits  of  Orea  and  all  his  family,  of 
Boba,  the  viceroy  of  the  ifland  of 
O-Taha,  and  of  Tei'na,  the  fair 
dancing- woman,  whole  pi&ure 
Mr.  Hodges  had  formerly  attempt¬ 
ed  to  draw.  Boba  was  a  tail, 

hand- 
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handfome  young  man,  a  native  of 
Borabora,  related  to  Poonee,  the 
king  of  that  iflan d ,  and  conqueror 
of  Raietea  and  Taha.  Mahine  has 
frequently  told  us,  that  he  is 
defined  to  be  the  fucceffor  of 
O-Poone,  whole  only  daughter 
Maiwherua,  faid  to  be  a  young 
beautiful  princcfs,  twelve  years  old, 
he  is  to  marry.  Boba  was  at  pre- 
fent  an  arreoy,  and  kept  the  lively 
Teina  as  his  miflrefs,  who  was 
with  child  in  confequenee.  We 
entered  into  converfation  with  her 
op  the  cnllom  of  killing  the  off- 
fpring  of  an  arreoy.  The  fhort 
dialogue  which  palled  between  us 
was  couched  in  the  moil  fimple  ex- 
preffions,  becaufe  we  had  not  fuffi- 
cient  knowledge  of  the  language 
todifeourfe  of  abitratt  ideas.  For 
the  fame  reafon  all  our  rhetoric 
was  exhautled  in  a  few  moments, 
and  had  no  other  efredt,  than  to 
draw  the  following  conceffion  from 
Teina- mai’:  “  that  our  eatua  (dei¬ 
ty)  in  England  might  perhaps  be 
offended  by  the  pradlice  of  the  ar- 
reoys  ;  but  that  her’s  was  not  dif- 
pleafed  with  it.  She  promifed, 
however,  if  we  would  come  from 
England  to  fetch  her  child,  flie 
might  perhaps  keep  it  alive,  pro¬ 
vided  we  gave  her  a  hatchet,  a 
Biirt,  and  lome  red  feathers.” 

In  a  former  volume  vue  have  riven 

J  O 

our  Readers  an  account  of  the  man¬ 
ners  and  cufoms  of  the  natives  of 
Qtaheite.  As  fa7ne  fadts  in  that 
account  appear  to  have  been  mif- 
reprefented ,  voe  think  it  necef- 
.  Jary  to  add  the  following  extradl 
from  Captain  Cook's  l aft  Voyage. 

GREAT  injuftice  has  been 
done  the  women  of  Otaheite, 
ana  the  Society  files,  by  thofe  who 
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have  reprefented  them,  without 
exception,  as  ready  to  grant  the 
laid  favour  to  any  man  who  will 

J 

come  up  to  their  price.  But  this 
is  by  no  means  the  cafe  ;  the  fa¬ 
vours  of  married  women,  and  alfo 
the  unmarried  of  the  better  fort* 
are  as  difficult  to  be  obtained  here 
as  in  any  other  country  whatever* 
Neither  can  the  charge  be  under¬ 
load  indifcriminately  of  the  un¬ 
married  of  the  lower  clafs,  for 
many  of  chefe  admit  of  no  fuch  fa¬ 
miliarities.  That  there  are  proiti- 
tutes  here,  as  well  as  in  other  coun¬ 
tries,  is  very  true,  perhaps  more  in 
proportion,  and  fuch  were  thofe 
who  came  on  boaid  the  (hips  to 
our  people,  and  frequented  the 
pod  we  had  on  fhore.  By  feeing 
thefe  mix  indifcriminately  with, 
thofe  of  a  different  turn,  even  of 
the  hrfl  rank,  one  is,  at  firlf,  in¬ 
clined  to  think  that  they  are  all 
dilpofed  the  fame  way,  and  hat 
the  only  difference  is  in  the  price* 
But  the  truth  is,  the  woman  who 
becomesa proftitute,  does  not  fee m, 
in  their  opinion,  to  have  com¬ 
mitted  a  crime  of  fo  deep  a  dye  as 
to  exclude  her  from  the  edeern  and 
fociety  of  the  community  in  gene¬ 
ral.  On  the  whole,  a  flranger 
who  vifits  England  might,  with 
equal  juflice,  draw  the  charafters 
of  the  women  there,  from  thofe 
which  he  might  meet  with  on 
board  the  mips  in  one  of  the  naval 
ports,  or  in  the  purlieus  of  Covent- 
Garden  and  D  ury-Line.  ]  mud, 
however,  allow  that  they  are  ad 
completely  verfed  in  the  art  of  co¬ 
quetry,  and  that  very  few  of 
them  fix  any  bounds  to  their  con¬ 
vention.  It  is,  therefore,  no  won¬ 
der  that  they  haye  obtained  the 
chara&er  of  libertines. 
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Account  of  a  Woman  in  the  Shire 
of  Rofs,  living  without  Food  or 
Drink . 

From  the  Philofophical  Franf actions . 

JANET  Mac  Leod,  unmar- 
_  ried,  aged  thirty-three  years 
and  Tome  months,  daughter  of 
Donald  Mac  Leod,  tenant  in 
Croick,  in  the  parifii  of  Kincar¬ 
dine,  and  fhire  of  Rofs  ;  in  the 
fifteenth  year  of  her  age  had  a 
pretty  lharp  epileptic  fit :  fhe  had 
till  then  been  in  perfed  health, 
and  continued  fo  till  about  four 
years  thereafter,  when  fhe  had  a 
fecond  fit,  which  lafled  a  whole 
day  and  night ;  and  a  few  days 
afterwards,  fhe  was  feized  with  a 
fever  of  feveral  weeks  continuance, 
from  which  fhe  had  a  flow  and  very 
tedious  recovery  of  feveral  months. 

During  this  period  file  lofi  the 
natural  power  of  her  eye-lids,  was 
under  the  necefnty  of  keeping  them 
open  with  the  fingers  of  one  hand, 
when  fhe  had  any  thing  to  do  with 
th°  other,  went  our,  or  wanted  to 
k  about  her;  in  every  other 
relpt At  file  was  in  health  and  tcle- 
r  ode  spirits,  only  here  it  may  be 
tv  to  remark,  that  fhe  never  "had 
Lie  je-ft  appearance  of  the  ?nenfes , 
ut  pe; iodically  fpit  up  blood  in 
previy  la  ge  quantities,  and  at  the 
me  -rime  flowed  from  the  nofe. 
-  Uis  vicarious  diicharge,  accord¬ 


ing  to  her  mother’s  report,  hap¬ 
pened  regularly  every  month  for 
feveral  years. 

About  five  years  ago,  a  little 
before  which  time  the  abovemen- 
tioned  periodical  difcharge  had  dis¬ 
appeared,  file  had  a  fhort  third 
epileptic  fit,  which  was  imme¬ 
diately  fucceeded  by  a  fever  of 
about  a  week’s  continuance,  and 
of  which  fhe  recovered  fo  fiowlv 
that  fhe  had  not  been  out  of  doors 
till  fix  weeks  after  the  crifis  ; 
when,  without  the  knowledge  of 
her  parents  or  any  of  the  family 
(who  were  all  buffed  in  the  harveft- 
field)  fhe  ftole  out  of  the  houfe, 
and  bound  the  corn  of  a  ridge  be¬ 
fore  they  obferved  her.  On  that 
fame  evening  fhe  took  to  her  bed, 
complaining  much  of  her  heart  and 
head;  and  fince,  fhe  has  never 
rifen  out  of  it  except  when  lifted, 
has  feldom  fpoken  a  word,  and 
has  had  fo  little  craving  for  food, 
that  at  firft  it  was  by  downright 
compulfion  her  parents  could  get 
her  to  take  as  much  as  would  fup- 
port  a  fucking  infant:  afterwards 
fhe  gradually  fell  off  from  taking 
even  that  fmall  quantity ;  info- 
much  that,  at  Whitfuntide  1763, 
fhe  totally  refufed  food  and  drink, 
and  her  jaw  became  fo  fall  locked, 
that  it  was  with  the  greateft  diffi¬ 
culty  her  father  was  able  with  a 
knife  or  other  methods  to  open  her 
teeth  fo  as  to  admit  a  little  thin 

gruel 
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gruel  or  whey,  and  of  which  fo 
much  generally  run  ouc  at  the  cor¬ 
ners  of  her  mouth,  that  they  could 
not  be  fenfibie  that  any  of  it  had 
been  fwallowed. 

Much  about  this  time,  that  is, 
about  four  years  ago,  they  got  a 
bottle  of  the  water  from  a  noted 
medicinal  fpring  in  Brea- mar,  of 
which  they  endeavoured  to  get  her 
to  fwallow  a  part,  by  pouring  fome 
out  oi  a  fpoon  between  her  lips 
(her  jaws  all  the  while  fall- locked) 
but  it  all  run  out.  With  this, 
however,  they  rubbed  her  throat 
and  jaws,  and  continued  the  trial 
to  make  her  fwallow',  rubbing  her 
throat  with  the  water  that  run  out 
of  her  mouth  for  three  mornings 
together.  On  the  third  morning 
during  this  operation,  fhe  cried. 
Give  me  more  water;  when  all 
that  remained  of  the  bottle  was 
given  her,  which  fhe  fwallowed 
with  eafe.  Thele  were  the  only 
words  fhe  fpoke  for  almoft  a  year, 
and  fhe  continued  to  mutter  fome 
more  (which  her  parents  under- 
flood)  for  twelve  or  fourteen  days, 
after  which  fhe  fpoke  none,  and 
rejedled,  as  formerly,  all  forts  of 
nourifhment  and  drink,  till  fome 
time  in  the  month  of  July  1765, 
when  a  filter  of  her’s  thought,  by 
fome  figns  that  fhe  made,  that  fhe 
wanted  her  jawrs  opened  ;  which 
her  father,  not  without  violence, 
got  done,  by  putting  the  handle 
of  a  horn-fpoon  between  her  teeth. 
She  faid  then.;  intelligibly.  Give 
me  a  drink  ;  and  drank  with  eafe, 
and  all  at  one  draught,  about  an 
Englifh  pint  of  water.  Her  father 
then  afked  her,  why  fhe  would  not 
make  fome  figns,  although  fhe 
could  not  ipeak,  when  fhe  wanted 
a  drink  ?  She  anfvvered,  why 
fhould  file  when  fhe  had  no  de- 


fire.  At  this  period  they  kept  the 
jaws  afunder  with  a  bit  of  wood, 
imagining  fhe  got  her  fpeech  by 
her  jaws  being  opened,  and  con¬ 
tinued  them  thus  wedged  for  about 
twenty  days,  chough  in  thefirit  four 
or  five  days  fhe  had  wholly  loft  the 
power  of  utterance.  At  f  ft  they 
removed  the  wedge,  as  it  g  >ve  her 
uneafinefs,  and  made  her  lip.  fore. 
At  this  time  fhe  was  fenfibie  of 
every  thing  done  or  faid  about 
her  ;  and  when  her  eye-lids  were 
opened  for  her,  fhe  knew  every 
body:  and  when  the  neighbours 
in  their  vi fits  would  be  bemoaning 
her  condition,  they  could  obferve 
a  tear  ftand  in  her  eye. 

In  fome  of  the  attempts  to  open 
her  jaws,  two  of  the  under  fore¬ 
teeth  were  forced  out  ;  of  which 
opening  they  often  endeavoured 
to  avail  themfelves  by  putting 
fome  thin  nourifhing  drink  into 
Her  mouth  ;  but  without  effedt, 
for  it  always  returned  by  the  cor¬ 
ners  ;  and,  about  a  twelvemonth 
ago,  they  thought  of  thrufting  a 
little  dough  of  oatmeal  through 
this  gap  of  thp  teeth,  which  fhe 
would  retain  a  few  feconds.,  and 
then  return  with  fomething  like 
a  draining  to  vomit,  without  one 
particle  going  down  :  nor  has  the 
family  been  fenfibie,  though  ob- 
ferving,  of  any  appearance  like 
that  of  fwallovving,  for  now  four 
years,  excepting  thefmall  draught 
of  Brea-mar  water  and  the  Englifh 
pint  of  common  water;  and  for 
the  laft  three  years  fhe  has  no  had 
any  evacuation  by  ftool  or  urine, 
except  that,  once  or  twice  a  wecR, 
fhe  has  palfied  a  few  drops  of  urine, 
as  the  parents  expreh  it,  about  as 
much  as  would  wet  the  iu  f  .ce  of 
a  haif-penny  ;  and  even  «m  1 !  1  as 
th  is  quantity  is,  it  gives  her  i>  e 
I  3  untui.- 
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oneafinefs  till  fhe  voids  it :  for 
they  know  ali  her  motions,  and 
when  they  fee  her  thus  uneafy, 
they  carry  her  to  the  door  of  the 
houfe,  where  fhe  makes  thefe  few 
drops.  Nor  have  they,  in  all  thefe 
three  years,  ever  difcovered  the 
fm  all  ell  wetting  in  her  bed;  in 
proof  of  which,  notwich  handing 
her  being  fo  !ong  bed-ridden,  there 
has  never  been  the  lead  excoria¬ 
tion,  though  (lie  never  attempts  to 
turn  herfelf,  or  makes  any  motion 
with  hand,  head,  or  foot,  but  lies 
like  a  log  of  wood.  Her  pulfe  to¬ 
day,  which,  with  fame  d;ffi  uky  1 
felt  (he’'  mother  at  this  time  hav¬ 
ing  raibd  her,  and  fupported  her 
in  her  bed)  is  dillindl  and  regular, 
flow,  and  to  the  extremeft  degree 
fmail.  Her  countenance  is  clear 
and  pretty  frefh,  her  features  not 
disfigured  nor  funk;  her  flan  feels 
natural,  both  as  to  touch  and 
warmth  ;  and  to  my  ailonifhment, 
when  I  came  to  examine  her  body, 
for  I  expected  to  feel  a  fkeleton,  I 
found  her  bread  round,  and  pro¬ 
minent,  like  thefe  of  a  healthy 
young  woman  ;  her  legs,  arms, 
and  thighs,  not  at  all  emaciated  ; 
the  abdomen  femewhat  tumid,  and 
the  mufules  tenfe  :  her  knees  bent, 
and  her  ham-firings  tight  as  a 
bow- firing  ;  her  heels  almofl  dole 
to  the  nates.  When  they  flruggle 
with  her,  to  put  a  little  water  with¬ 
in  her  Jips,  they  obferve jometimes 
a  dewy  foftnefs  on  her  fk  n  ;  Hie 
ileeps  much,  and  very  quiet  ;  but 
when  awake  keeps  a  conftant 
whimpering  like  a  new-  boi  n  weekly 
infant,  and  fomeiimes  makes  an 
effort  to  cough.  At  prefen t  no 
degree  of  Itrength  can  force  open 
her  jaws,  I  put  the  point  of  my  lit¬ 


tle  finger  into  the  gap  in  her  teeth, 
ard  found  the  tongue,  as  far  as  X 
could  reach,  loft  and  rnoifl  ;  as  I 
did  with  my  other  fingers  the 
mouth  and  cheeks  quite  to  the 
back  teeth.  She  never  can  remain 
a  moment  on  her  back,  but  always 
falls  to  one  fide  or  to  the  other; 
and  when  her  mother  fat  behind 
her  in  the  bed,  and  fupported  her 
while  I.  was  examining  her  body, 
her  head  hung  clown,  with.her  chin 
dole  to  her  breaft,  nor  could  i 
With  any  force  move  it  backwards, 
the  anterior  mufcles  of  the  neck 
being  rigid,  like  a  perfon  in  the 
emprojiboto'nos ,  and  in  this  poflure 
fhe  conflantiy  lies. 

'Fhe  above  cafe  was  taken  in 
writing  this  day,  at  the  difeafed 
woman’s  bed  tide,  from  ihe  mouths 
of  her  father  and  mother,  who  are 
k n o -a  n  to  be  people  of  great  vera¬ 
city,  and  are  under  no  temptation 
to  deceive  ;  for  they  neither  afk, 
expebt,  or  get  any  thing:  their 
daughter’s  fituation  is  a  very  great 
mortification  to  them,  and  univer- 
faliy  known  and  regretted  by  all 
their  neighbours.  1  had  ..long 
with  me,  as  interpreters Mr. 
Robertlon,  a  very  dilcreet  young 
gentleman,  eldefi  fon  to  the  mmi- 
fier  o*  the  parifh,  and  David  Rois, 
at  the  Craig  of  Strath- Carron, 
their  neighbour,  and  one  of  the 
eiuers  of  the  parifh,  who  v  rified 
from  his  own  knowledge  ail  that 
is  above  related.  The  prefent 
fituation  and  appearances  of  the 
pa dent  were  carefully  examined 
this  zi ft  of  October,  1767,  by  Dr. 
Alexander  Mackenzie,  phyfic'ian 
at  New  Tarbat  ;  who  likewife,  in 
the  month  of  Qdtober,  1772,  be¬ 
ing  informed  that  the  patient  was 
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recovering  and  ate  and  drank,  vi- 
jited  her,  and  found  her  condition 
to  be  as  follows  : — About  a  year 
preceding  this  lad  date,  her  parents 
one  day  returning  from  their  coun¬ 
try  labours,  (having  left  their 
daughter  as  for  fome  years  before 
fixed  to  her  bed)  were  greatly  fur- 
prized  to  find  her  fitting  on  her 
hams,  on  the  fide  of  the  houfe  op- 
pofite  to  her  bed-place,  fpinning 
with  her  mother’s  difiafF.  iafked, 
whether  fhe  ever  ate  or  drank? 
whether  (lie  had  any  of  the  natu¬ 
ral  evacuations  ?  whether  fhe  ever 
fpoke  or  attempted  to  fpeak  ?  And 
was  anfwered,  that  fhe  fometirnes 
crumbled  a  bit  of  oat  or  barley 
cake  in  the  palm  of  her  hand,  as 
if  to  feed  a  chicken  ;  that  fhe  put 
little  crumbs  of  this  into  the  gap 
of  her  teeth,  rolled  them  about 
for  fome  time  in  her  mouth,  and 
then  fucked  cut  of  the  palm  of  her 
hand  a  little  water,  whey,  or  milk  ; 
and  this  once  or,  twice  a  day,  and 
even  that  by  compulfion  :  that  the 
egefia  were  dn  proportion  to  the 
ingefla ;  that  fhe  never  attempt¬ 
ed  to  fpeak;  that  her  jaws  were 
dill  faft-locked,  her  ham-firings 
tight  as  before,  and  her  eyes  fhut. 
On  myope  nirg  he  re  ye- lids  X  found 
the  eye- balls  turned  up  under  the 
edge  of  the  os  frontis,  her  counte¬ 
nance  ghaftly,  her  complexion  pale, 
her  fkin  ihrivelled  and  dry,  and 
her  whole  perfon  rather  emaciated  ; 
her  pulfe  with  the  utmofi  difficulty 
to  be  felt.  She  ieemed  fenfible 
and  tradlable  in  every  thing,  ex¬ 
cept  in  taking  food  ;  for,  at  my 
requefi,  fhe  went  through  her  dif¬ 
ferent  exercifes,  fpinning  on  the 
difiaff,  and  crawling  about  on  her 
hams,  by  the  wall  of  the  houfe, 
with  the  help  of  her  hands:  but 
when  fhe  was  defired  to  eat,  fhe 
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{hewed  the  greateft  reludlance,  and 
indeed  cried  before  fhe  yielded  ; 
and  this  was  no  more  than,  as  I 
have  faid,  to  take  a  few  crumbs  as 
to  feed  a  bird,  and  to  fu  k  half  a 
fpoonful  of  milk  from  the  palm  of 
her  hand.  On  the  whole,  her 
exiftence  was  little  lefs  wonderful 
now'  than  when  X  firfi  faw  hfir, 
when  file  had  not  fwallowed  the 
fmallefi  particle  of  food  for  years 
together.  I  attributed  her  thin- 
nefs  and  wan  complexion,  that  is, 
the  great  change  of  her  looks  from 
what  X  had  firfi  feen  when  fixed  to 
her  bed,  to  her  exhaufiing  coo 
much  of  th tfalvva  by  fpinning  flax 
on  the  difiaff,  and  therefore  re¬ 
commended  her  being  totally  con¬ 
fined  to  fp;nning  wool  :  this  fhe 
does  with  equal  dexterity  as  fhe 
did  the  flax.  The  above  was  her 
fit  nation  in  October,  1772  ;  and 
within  chefe  eight  days  X  have 
been  told  by  a  neighbour  of  her 
father’s,  that  file  till  continues  in 
the  fame  way,  without  any  addi¬ 
tion  to  her  iupport,  and  without 
any  additional  ailment. 

New  Tarbat,  .  , 

April  3,  177c.  Alex.  Mackenzie. 

At  Croick,  the  fifteenth  Day  of 
June,  1775. 

TO  authenticate  the  hiftory  fet 
forth  in  the  preceding  pages,  Do- 
naidMacLeod,  Efq.  of  Granics, 
fheriff  depute  of  Rofs-fhire,  George 
Munro,  Efq.  of  Cuteain,  Simon 
Rofis,  Efq.  of  Gladfield,  Captain 
George  Sutherland  of  Elphin,  all 
juflices  of  the  peace;  Meffieurs 
William  Smith,  preacher  of  the 
gofpei,  {oho  Barclay  writer  in 
Tain,  Hugh  Rofs  fiudent  of  di¬ 
vinity,  and  Alexander  MacLeod, 
did  come  to  this  place,  accompa- 

F  4  nied 
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r.ied  by  the  above  Dr.  Alexander 
Mackenzie,  phyfician  at  New  Tar- 
bat,  and  after  explaining  the  pur¬ 
port  and  meaning  of  the  above 
hiftory  to  Donald  Mac  Lead,  father 
to  Janet  Mac  Leod  above-mention¬ 
ed,  and  to  David  Rofs,  elder,  in 
the  parifh  of  Kincardine,  who  lives 
in  the  clofe  neighbourhood  of  this 
place,  and  was  one  pf  the  doctor’s 
original  interpreters  ;  they,  to  our 
full  fatisfaftion,  after  a  minute  ex¬ 
amination,  authenticate  ail  the  fadts 
fet  forth  in  the  above  account :  and, 
for  our  further  fatisfadtion,  we  had 
Janet  Mac  Leod  brought  out  be¬ 
fore  us  to  the  open  air,  when  the 
dodlor  difcovered  a  very  great  im¬ 
provement  in  her  looks  and  health 
iince  the  period  of  his  having  feen 
her  laft,  as  now  fhe  walked  tolera¬ 
bly  upright,  with  a  little  hold  by 
the  wall.  And  notwithftanding 
her  age,  which,  upon  enquiry,  we 
found  to  be  exadtly  as  fet  forth  in 
the  above  account,  her  countenance 
and  looks  would  have  denoted  her 
not  to  be  above  twenty  years  of 
age  at  molt.  At  prefent,  the  quan¬ 
tity  of  food  fhe  ufes  is  not  above 
what  would  be  neceiTary  for  the 
fuftenance  of  an  infant  of  two  years 
pf  age.  And  we  do  report,  from 
our  knowledge  of  the  above  men, 
and  the  circumfiances  of  the  cafe, 
that  full  faith  and  credit  is  to  be 
given  tq  every  article  of  the  above 
hiftory. 

William  Smith, 

John  Barclay,  N.  P. 

JduGH  Iloss, 

Alexander  Mac  Leod, 
Donald  Mac  Leod,  Sh.  Dep, 
Geor'ge  Munro,  j.  P. 

SfMON  Ross,  J.  P. 
jpjjo^pE  Sutherland,  J.  P. 


Account  of  Perfons  <who  could  not 
difingujjh  Colours. 

From  the  Philofophical  Franf actions. 

London, 

SIR,  Jan.  15,  1 777. 

Read  Feb.  13,  THEN  I  had  the 
1777*  \  V  pleafure  of  wait¬ 

ing  on  you  laft  winter,  I  had  hopes 
before  now  of  giving  you  a  mere 
perfedt  account  of  the  peculiarity 
of  vifion  which  J  then  mentioned 
to  you,  in  a  perfon  of  my  acquaint¬ 
ance  in  the  North  :  however,  if  I 
give  you  now  the  beft  I  am  able, 
I  perfuade  myfelf  you  will  pardon 
the  delay. 

I  promifed  to  procure  you  a 
written  account  from  the  perfon 
hirnielf,  but  this  I  was  unfortu¬ 
nately  difappointed  in,  by  his  dy¬ 
ing  fuddenly  of  a  pleurify  a  Ihort 
time  after  my  return  to  thecountry. 

You  will  recoiled!  I  told  you 
that  this  perlon  lived  at  Mary- 
porc  in  Cumberland,  near  which 
place,  ‘viz.  at  Allen  by,  I  myfelf 
live,  and  having  known  him  about 
ten  years,  have  had  frequent  op¬ 
portunities  of  converfmg  with  him. 
His  name  was  Harris,  by  trade 
a  ftioe-maker.  I  had^often  heard 
from  others  that  he  could  difeern 
the  form  and  magnitude  of  all  ob¬ 
jects  very  diltindUy,  but  could  nqt 
diftinguifh  colours.  This  report 
having  excited  my  curiofity,  I  con- 
verfed  with  him  frequently  on  the 
fobjedt.  The  account  he  gave  was 
this  :  That  he  had  reafon  to  be¬ 
lieve  other  perfons  faw  fomething 
in  objedts  which  he  could  not  fee ; 
that  their  language  feemed  to  mark 
qualities  with  confidence  and  pre- 
cifion,  which  he  could  only  guefs 
at  with  hefitation,  and  frequently 
with  error.  His  Jirft  fufpicion  of 
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«h  is  arofe  when  he  was  about  four 
years  old.  Having  by  accident 
found  in  t  he  ftreet  a  child’s  {locking, 
he  carried  it  to  a  neighbouring 
houfe  to  inquire  for  the  owner  :  he 
cblerved  the  people  called  it  a 
red  docking,  though  he  did  not 
underftand  why  they  gave  it  that 
denomination,  as  he  him  lei  f  thought 
it  completely  delcribed  by  being 
called  a  flocking.  The  circu  al¬ 
liance,  however,  remained  in  his 
memory,  and  together  with  fub- 
fequent  oblervations  led  him  to 
the  knowledge  of  his  defect.  As 
the  idea  of  colours  is  among  the 
hrit  that  enters  the  mind,  it  may 
perhaps  feem  extraordinary  that  he 
did  not  obferve  his  want  of  it  dill 
earlier.  This,  however,  may  in 
foine  meafure  be  accounted  for  from 
the  circumdance  of  his  family  be- 
jng  Quakers,  among  whom  a  ge¬ 
neral  uniformity  of  colours  is  known 
to  prevail. 

He  obferved  alfo  that,  when 
young,  other  children  could  difcern 
cherries  on  a  tree  by  fome  pretend¬ 
ed  difference  of  colour,  though  he 
could  only  diitinguifh  them  from 
the  leaves  by  their  difference  of 
fize  and  lhape.  He  obierved  alio, 
that  by  means  of  this  difference  of 
colour  they  could  lee  the  cherries 
at  a  greater  didance  than  he  could, 
though  he  could  fee  other  objects 
at  as  great  a  didance  as  they;  that 
is,  where  the  fight  was  not  addled 
by  the  colour.  Large  objects  he 
could  fee  as  well  as  other  perfons  ; 
and  even  the  fmaller  ones,  if  they 
were  not  enveloped  in  other  things, 
as  in  the  cafe  of  cherries  among 
the  leaves. 

I  believe  he  could  never  do  more 
than  guefs  the  name  of  any  co¬ 
lour;  yet  he  could  didinguilji  white 
front  black,  or  black  from  any 
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light  or  bright  colour.  Dove  or 
ltraw-colour  he  called  white,  and 
different  colours  he  frequently  cal¬ 
led  by  the  fame  name  :  yet  he 
could  difcern  a  difference  between 
them  when  placed  together.  In 
general,  colours  of  an  equal  degree 
of  brightnefs,  however  they  might 
otherwife  differ,  he  frequently  con¬ 
founded  together.  Yet  a  Itriped 
ribbon  he  could  didinguilh  from  a 
plain  one  ;  but  he  could  not  tell 
what  the  colours  were  with  any 
tolerable  exadlnefs.  Dark  colours 
in  general  he  often  miltook  for 
black,  but  never  imagined  white 
to  be  a  dark  colour,  nor  a  dark  to 
be  a  white  colour. 

He  was  an  intelligent  man,  and 
very  defirous  of  underdanding  the 
nature  of  light  and  colours,  for 
which  end  he  had  attended  a  courle 
of  ledures  in  natural  philofophy. 

He  had  two  brothers  in  the  lame 
circumdances  as  to  fight  ;  and  two 
other  brothers  and  filters  who,  as 
well  as  their  parents,  had  notning 
of  this  defed. 

One  of  the  hril  mentioned  bro¬ 
thers,  who  is  now  living,  ismader 
of  a  trading  veffei  belonging  to 
Mary-port.  I  met  with  nim  in 
December  1776,  at  Dublin,  and 
took  the  opportunity  of  converging 
with  him.  I  wifhed  to  try  his  ca¬ 
pacity  to  didinguilh  the  colours  in 
a  prifm,  but  not  having  one  by 
me,  I  aiked  him,  whether  he  had 
ever  feen  a  rain-bow  ?  He  replied, 
he  had  often,  and  could  didinguilh 
the  different  colours ;  meaning  on¬ 
ly,  that  it  was  compofed  of  diffe¬ 
rent  colours,  for  he  could  nodtell 
what  they  were. 

I  then  procured  and  fhewed  him 
a  piece  of  ribbon  :  he  immediately, 
without  any  difficulty,  pronounced 
it  adri'ped  and  not  a  plain  ribbon. 

He 
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He  then  attempted  to  name  the 
different  ftripes :  the  feveral  ftripes 
of  white  he  uniformly,  and  without 
hefitation,  called  white  :  the  four 
black  ftripe's  he  was  deceived  in, 
for  three  of  them  he  thought  brown , 
though  they  were  exactly  of  the 
fame  (hade  with  the  other,  which 
he  properly  called  black.  He 
fpoke,  however,  with  diffidence  as 
to  all  thofe  (tripes  ;  and  it  mud  be 
owned,  the  black  was  not  very  di- 
itindt  :  the  light  green  he  called 
yellow  ;  but  he  was  not  very  pc  fi- 
tive  :  he  faid,  **  I  hhink  this  is 
what  you  call  yellow. ”  The  mid¬ 
dle  ftripe,  which  had  a  flight  tinge 
of  red,  he  called  •  a  fort  of  blue. 
But  he  was  moft  of  all  deceived  by 
the  orange  colour;  of  this  he  fpoke 
very  confidently,  faying,  This 
is  the  colour  of  grafs  ;  this  is 
green.”  I  alfo  (hewed  him  a  great 
variety  of  ribbons,  the  colour  of 
which  he  fometimes  named  right¬ 
ly,  and  fometimes  as  differently 
as  poffible  from  the  true  colours. 

1  afksd  him,  whether  he  ima¬ 
gined  it  poffible  for  all  the  various 
colours  he  faw,  to  be  mere  differ¬ 
ence  of  light  and  fhade  ;  whether 
lie  thought  they  could  be  various 
degrees  between  white  and  black  ; 
and  that  all  colours  could  be  com- 
pofed  of  thefe  two  mixtures  only  ? 
With  fome  hefi cation  he  replied, 
no,  hy  did  imagine  there  was  fome 
other  difference. 

I  could  not  conveniently  procure 
from  this  per  fori  an  account  in 
writing;  hut  I  have  given  his 
own  words,  having  fet  them  down 
in  writing  immediately.  Befides, 
as  this  donverfation  happened  only 
the  10th  of  left  month,  it  is  Hill 
frefh  in  my  memory.  I  have  en¬ 
deavoured  to  give  afaithful  account 


of  this  matter,  and  not  to  render  h 
more  wonderful  than  it  really  is. 

It  is  proper  to  add,  that  the  ex¬ 
periment  of  the  ftriped  ribbon  was 
mace  in  the  day-time,  and  in.  a 
good  light. 

I  am,  SIR,  Sec. 


An  Account  of  a  fourney  into  Africa 
from  the  Cape  oj  Good-Hope,  and 
a  Defcription  of  a  new  Species  of 
Cuckow.  By  Dr.  Andreas  Sparr- 
man,  of  the  Royal  Academy  of 
Stockholm,  in  a  Letter  to  Dr. 
John  Reinhold  Foriler,  F .  R.  S. 

From  the  Rhilofophical  TranJaEUons. 

Sept.  16,  1776. 
Hear.  Sir,  Gottenburgh. 

Read  Dec.  19,  ¥3  E IN G  returnee  to 
J776-  jfjl  my  native  country 
after  an  abience  of  five  years  from 
it,  I  will  endeavour  to  give  you  a 
fhort  account  of  my  expedition  into 
Africa,  which  I  undertook  foon  af¬ 
ter  parting  with  you  at  the  Cape 
of  Good-  Hope.  The  voyage  round 
the  world,  of  which  I  fhared  the 
perils  and  pleafures  with  you,  had 
only  made  me  more  eager  to  con¬ 
tinue  my  rambles  in  queff  of  new 
difeoveries.  I  fet  out  therefore 
from  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
Cape-town  in  the  beginning  of 
Auguft  1775,  with  no  other  com¬ 
pany  than  the  fon  of  the  Dutch 
Lieutenant  Em  elm  an,  who  had  for¬ 
merly  accompanied  my  learned 
friend  Dr.  Thunberg  on  a  fimilar 
journey,  and  fome  Hottentots  who 
took  care  of  my  oxen. 

The  firft  misfortune  I  met  with 
was  the  lofs  of  the  thermometer 
which  you  had  left  me,  and  which 
broke  before  I  had  readied  the  hot- 

bath. 
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bath.  This  was  only  3  prelude  to  miles,  where  we  nad  greater  (port 
greater  diitrcff  s.  The  drought  than  any  German  prince  could 
was  fo  violent  this  year,  that  the  ever  boait  of.  On  that  route  I 
like  had  not  been  ‘experienced  in  penetrated  farther  into  the  country 
the  colony  within  the  memory  of  than  any  of  my  predeceffors,  hav- 
man,  and  it  obliged  the  inhabi-  ii-'g  gone  one  hundred  miles  be¬ 
ta  nts*  to  leave  their  country-feats,  yond  the  laft  Chriftian’s  o  Butch- 
A  i  rear  part  of  their  cattle  perifhed  man’s  hut,  into  the  diftridt  of  the 
for  want  of  grafs  and  water,  and  1  Yellow  or  (as  they  are  vulgarly 
have  frequently  Buffered  the  mcft  called)  Chineft  Hottentots, 
raging  thin fc  in  the  hot  deiurts  The  great  buffaloes  which  in- 
which  I  iraverfed  ;  but  i  was  too  habit  the  wilds  of  Africa,  ao  not 
well  lea  for;  ed  during  the  voyage  to  appear  to  me  to  differ  in  any  re¬ 
dread  the  hardihips  of  a  Vcanty  fpedt  from  the  North  Americaa 
fubliltence,  the  fatigues  of  travel-  Blfon,  although  1  have  feen  great 
ling,  or  the  power  of  the  climate,  numbers  of  them.  I  hare  likewife 
The*  me  it  fe  r  fible  misfortune  which  found  a  fpecies  of  pole- cat  on  that 
the  dry  feafon  brought  along  with  continent  which  Linnaeus  calls  Vi- 
it,  was  the  defola'ion  of  the  vege-  verra  Puto  ius>  contrary  to  M.  De 
table  kingdom.  F  from  being  Buffon’s  opinion,  who  feems  to 
fo  fortunate  as  D‘.  Thunberg,  who  confine  this  animal  and  its  ipecies 
has  added  above  a  thousand  fpecies  to  America.  By  the  fea  fide  I  was 
to  the  Flora  Cupenjls,  I  found  every  fortunate  enough  to  catch  a  Mana - 
thing  b  n  up,  and  only  in  the  tee  alive,  notwithstanding  the  diffi- 
thick?  ft  for  efts  met  with  fome  pe-  culty  which  muft  attend  the  cap- 
yen niai  plants  which  were  new  to  ture  of  inch  an  unwieldy  animal, 
me,  and  whi  h,  upon  a  reviial  of  There  I  likewife  faw  fome  iflands, 
that  gentleman’s  herbal,  J  believe  on  which  I  was  told  an  Englifh 
are  hkewiie  unknown  10  him.  Of  Blip  had  been  loll.  T.  hole  i  ful— 
thele  1  propofe  to  fend  you  fpeci-  petted  a.  frit  to  be  the  Dodrflngtcns  ; 
mens  as  icon  as  1  can  find  time  to  but  afterwards  had  reaion  to  doubt 
brin,  my  collection  into  fome  it,  thoff  iflands  being  luppofed  to 
kind  of  order.  On  the  other  hand,  lie  in  a  more  foutheriy  latitude. 

I  have  been  fortunate  with  animals,  1  have  had  opportunities  of  mak« 
arid  efptcially  in  the  clafs  of  qua-  ing  many  curious  and  valuable  ob- 
drupeds.  I  fhall  not  ipeak  of  lions  fervations  relative  to  the  different 
and  other  beails  o f  prey,  which  I  trioes  of  iiottentors,  then  csvono— 
have  frequent!)  fee i  in  .  ro  .d  day  my,  hunting  matches,  and  other 
Jight,  and  Ireard  roanngabout  me  cuftoms ;  an  account  of  which,  to- 
aT night,  t  ough  they  never  ven-  gether  with  fome  remarks  on  the 
tured  to  a  tack  our  cattle.  But  it  natural  hiftory  of  the  elephant,  the 
was  chit  f]  v  among  the  antelopes  rhinoceros,  and  other  animals,  I 
and  animals  of  that  fort  that  I  intend  to  prepare  for  the  prefs.  I 
hunted.  Mr.  Emelman  and  my-  arn  poffeffed  of  an  accurate  map 
felf,  with  nine  Hottentots,  a  wag-  of  that  part  of  Africa  which  I  have 
gon  drawn  by  feveral  pairs  of  oxen,  vifned,  containing  all  the  hills, 
and  feveral  hunting  horfes,  hap-  together  with  the  imadeil  rivulets, 
pily  travelled  a  delart  of  fifty  as  far  as  the  Bay  deiaGoa,  which, 
*  7  I  think. 
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I  think,  will  be  a  great  addition 
to  the  vvoik.  I  only  regret  that  I 
was  not  able  to  draw  the  objects  of 
n  at  oral  hi dory,  and  have  an  hun¬ 
dred  times  wifhed  that  your  fon 
had  been  with  me  for  this  purpofe. 

As  I  had  been  upwards  of  nine 
months  on  this  journey,  at  my  re¬ 
turn  to  the  Cape  l  found  that  my 
acquaintance  had  given  upall  hopes 
of  feeing  me  again,  having  had  no 
tidings  of  me  for  (o  long  a  ip  ace 
of  time.  Not  with  dan  ding  the 
many  dangers  to  which  I  had  been 
expofed  on  this  expedition,  I  af- 
fure  you  I  was  greatly  tempted  to 
day  another  year,  in  hopes  of  be¬ 
ing  more  fuccefsful  in  botanical 
diicoveries.  However,  the  pro- 
fped  of  fecuring  the  fpoils  which 
I  had  collected,  prevailed  on  me 
to  reiinquiih  that  fcheme.  Indeed 
I  little  thought  at  that  time  that  the 
greatelt  danger  awaited  my  collec-' 
tion  in  Sweden.  A  few  days  ago  a 
great  part  of  it  has  been  damaged 
here  by  fire,  which  has  been  parti¬ 
cularly  fatal  to  my  (luffed  birds, 
having  dedroyed  fome  vvhicn  were 
not  yet  defcribed. 

As  I  am  well  acquainted  with 
the  plealure  which  every  new  dif- 
covery  in  the  hiilory  of  nature  gives 
you,  I  take  this  early  opportunity 
of  exp  reding  the  readinefs  with 
which  I  wifh  to  contribute  to  your 
latisfadion,  and  have  fubjomed  to 
this  letter  an  account  of  a  curious 
bud,  a  Ipecies  of  Cuckow,  which 
1  have  iaved  out  of  the  fire.  I 
only  beg  that  you  will  confider  it  as 
an  earned  of  more  important  com- 
rn unications,  as  foon  as  the  hurry 
of  my  afrairs  will  permit  me  to 
bring  my  papers  into  order.  In 
the  mean  time  if  you  diould  think 

*  Probably  a  new 
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that  account,  and  the  annexed 
drawing,  worthy  the  attention  of 
the  Royal  Society,  I  fhould  be 
greatly  flattered  if  you  would  do 
me  the  honour  to  lay  it  before  that 
learned  body. 

With  the  greateft  efteem  I  remain,  & c. 

The  Hiflory  of  the  Honey-Guide,  or 
Cuculus  Indicator. 

THIS  curious  fpecies  of  Cuckow 
is  found  at  a  considerable  didance 
from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  in 
the  interior  parts  of  Africa,  being 
entirely  unknown  at  that  fettie- 
ment.  The  firft  place  where  I 
heard  of  it  was  in  a  wood,  called 
,the  Groot  Vaader’’ s  Bofch ,  the  Grand 
Father’s  Wood,  fi coated  in  a  de¬ 
fart  near  the  river  which  the  Hot¬ 
tentots  cali  Hkaudkai.  The  Dutch 
feeders  there-abouts  have  given 
this  bird  the  name  of  Ho  nig  -  ovy  zer , 
or  Honey-guide,  from  its  quality  of 
diicovering  wild  honey  to  travellers. 
Its  colour  has  nothing  driking  or 
beautiful,  as  will  appear  from  the 
delcription  and  drawing  annexed  ; 
and  its  iize  is  confiderably  (mailer 
than  that  of  our  Cuckow  in  Eu¬ 
rope  :  but  in  return,  the  indintt 
which  prompts  it  to  feek  its  food 
in  a  fingular  manner,  is  truly  ad¬ 
mirable.  Not  only  the  Dutch  and 
Hottentots,  but  likewise  a  fpecies 
of  quadruped,  which  the  Dutch 
name  a  Rat  el* ,  are  frequently  con¬ 
cluded  to  wild  bee-hives  by  this 
bird,  which  as  it  were  pilots  them 
to  the  very  fpot.  The  honey  be¬ 
ing  its  favourite  food,  its  own  En¬ 
tered  prompts  it  to  be  indrumemal 
in  robbing  the  hive,  as  feme  feraps 
are  commonly  left  for  its  fupport. 

fpecies  of  badger,, 

The 
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The  morning  and  evening  are. its 
times  of  feeding,  and  it  is  then 
heard  calling  in  a  Thrill  tone  cherr , 
cherr,  which  the  honey-hunters 
carefully  attend  to  as  thefunimons 
to  the  chace.  From  time  to  time 
they  anfwer  with  a  foft  whiftle, 
which  the  bird  hearing,  always 
continues  its  note.  As  foon  as 
they  are  in  fight  of  each  other,  the 
bird  gradually  flutters  towards  the 
place  where  the  hive  is  fituated, 
continually  repeating  its  former 
call  of  cherry  cherr:  nay,  if  it 
fhould  happen  to  have  gained  a 
conflderable  way  before  the  men 
(who  may  eafily  be  hindered  in 
the  purfuit  by  buflies,  rivers,  and 
the  like)  it  returns  to  them  again, 
and  redoubles  its  note,  as  if  to  re¬ 
proach  them  vvith  their  inactivity. 
At  lait  the  bird  is  obferved  to  ho¬ 
ver  for  a  few  moments  over  a  cer¬ 
tain  fpot,  and  then  filently  retir¬ 
ing  to  a  neighbouring  bufh  or 
other  reding  place,  the  hunters  are 
fure  of  finding  the  bees  nefl  in  that 
identical  fpot,  whether  it  be  in  a 
tree,  or  in  the  crevice  of  a  rock, 
or  (as  is  moll  commonly  the  cafe) 
in  the  earth.  Whilft  the  hunters 
are  bufy  in  taking  the  honey,  the 
bird  is  feen  looking  on  attentively 
to  what  is  going  forward,  and 
waiting  for  its  (hare  of  the  fpoil. 
The  bee-hunters  never  fail  to  leave 
a  fmall  portion  for  their  conductor, 
but  commonly  take  care  not  to 
leave  fo  much  as  would  iatisfy  its 
hunger.  The  bird’s  appetite  being 
only  whetted  by  this  parfimonv,  it 
is  obliged  to  commit  a  fecond  trea- 
fon,  by  difcovering  another  bees- 
neft,  in  hopes  of  a  better  falary. 
It  is  further  obferved,  that  the 
nearer  the  bird  approaches  ths 
hidden  hive,  the  more  frequently 
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it  repeats  its  call,  and  feems  more 
impatient. 

I  have  had  frequent  opportuni¬ 
ties  of  feeing  this  bird,  and  have 
been  vvitnefs  of  the  deftrudtion  of  fe- 
veral  republicks  of  bees,  by  means 
of  its  treachery.  I  had  however 
but  two  opportunities  of  fhooting 
it,  which  I  did  to  the  great  indig¬ 
nation  of  my  Hottentots.  From 
thofe  fpecimens  (both  of  which 
are  fuppofed  to  be  females)  I  have 
made  the  fubfequenc  defcription. 
The  inhabitants  in  general  accufe 
the  fame  bird  of  fcmetimes  con¬ 
ducting  its  followers  where  wild 
beads  and  venomous  ferpents  have 
their  places  of  abode  :  this  how¬ 
ever  I  never  had  an  opportunity  of  ' 
afcertaining  myfelf ;  but  am  apt  to 
believe  luch  cafes  to  be  accidental, 
when  dangerous  animals  happen  to 
be  in  the  neighbourhood  of  a  bees- 
nefl. 

Whilft  I  ftaid  in  the  interior 
parts  of  Africa,  a  neft  was  fhewn 
to  me,  which  fome  peafants  allur¬ 
ed  me  was  the  neft  of  a  Honey- 
guide.  It  was  woven  of  {lender 
filaments  or  fibres  of  bark,  in  the 
form  of  a  bottle.  The  neck  and 
opening  hung  downwards,  and  a 
firing  in  an- arched  fhape  was  fuf- 
pended  acrofs  the  opening,  fattened 
by  the  two  ends,  perhaps  for  the 
bird  to  perch  upon. 

Defcriptio  Cuculi  Indicatoris. 

ROSTRUM  crafliufculum,  verfus 
bafin  fufeum,  apice  luteum. 

Angulus  oris  ufque  infra  oculos 
extenfus. 

Nares  poftremse  ad  bafin  roftri, 
fupremse  vicinte  utcarinula 
dorfali  laltem  leparerentur, 

oblongse. 
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oblongs;,  margine  promi- 
nulo. 

Pili  aliquot  ad  bafin  rofffi, 
prascipue  in  mandibula  in¬ 
feriors. 

Lingua  plana,  fubfagitrata. 

Oculorum  irides  ferrugineo-grife®. 

P alp e dree  nud®,  nigrse. 

Pedes  nigri,  fcanforii.  ‘Tibiae  breves; 
Ungues  tenues,  nigri. 

Pileus  Isete  grifeus  e  pennis  brevi- 
b u s  latiuficulis.  , 

Quia ,  fugulum ,  Peclus,  fordide  al¬ 
ba,  cum  aliquo  virore  vix  nota- 
bili  in  pe&ore. 

Dor/um  et  Uropygiwm  ferrugineo- 
grifea. 

Abdomen ,  Grijfumque  alba. 

Femora  tefta  pennis  albis,  macula 
longitudinal!  nigra  notatis. 

Alarutn  tetlrices  luperiores  o lanes 
grifeo-fuf®,  exceptis  fumtnis 
aliquot  quae  flavis  apicibus  for¬ 
mant  maculam flanjam  in  aurr.e- 
ris,  exiguamt,  et  a  plu-mis  fcapu- 
*aribus  faspe  tediain. 

5f edlrices  infra  alam  albsdae, 
harum  fuprem®  ex  albido 
nigroque  maculat®. 

Remiges  omnes  fupra  fufci,  prl- 
marii  o£to,  fectmdarii  fex, 
fubtus  cinereo  fufci. 

Alulae  grifeo-fufcae. 

Cauda cu n eifor  in is,  rebind  bus  duo- 
decim  :  harum  du®  intermedia 
longiores  anguiiiores,  fupra  et 
infra  aeruginofo-fufc®  ;  proxim® 
du®  fullginofae,  margine  iriteri- 
cre  albican. tes :  du®  utrinque 
bis  proxim®,  alb®,  apice  fuf- 
c®,  et  exterms  ad  bafin  macula 
r.igra  notat®';  extima  utrinque 
reliqui?  brevior,  alba,  apice  fu- 
fca,  macula  nigra  vix  uila  ad 
bafin. 

Alee  com p  1  ic a  t®  ca  ud sc  par te m  qu ar¬ 
ea  ni  actingunt. 

Longitude  ab  apice  rodri  ad  extre- 
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mum  caud®  circiter  feptem  un«  - 
cias  pedis  A’  glicani  explet. 

Ref  rum  a  ball  fuperiore  ad  apicem  l 
femunciale. 


An  Account  of  the  late  Earthquake  %  \ 
by  Dr  Percival,  of  Mancheiter. 

N  Sunday,  the  14th  of  Sep¬ 
tember,  at  11  o’clock  in  the 
forenoon,  a  fevere  fhock  of  an.  i 
earthquake  was  felt  here,  which 
extended  itfelf  through  a  circuit 
of  more  than  300  miles.  The 
morning  was  unclouded  and  fe~ 
rene,  the  wind  was  eafterly,  but 
fuddenly  veered  into  the  oppofite 
quarter,  about  the  time  of  the 
earthquake  :  and  the  air  was  tem¬ 
perately  warm,  without  any  ful- 
phurecus,  or  other  offenfive  va¬ 
pours. 

The  Summer  has  been  cold  and 
wet ;  but  towards  the  end  of  A u - 
guft,  the  weather  changed,  and 
has  continued  dry  and  pieafant, 
with  few  intermiiiions  to  the  pre- 
fent  time  September  26,  31 777 * 

The  Aurora  Borealis  has  not  often 
appeared,  and  ftorms  of  thunder 
and  lightening  have  been  uncom¬ 
monly  rare.  Two  months  ago,  a 
water  Ipout  is  laid  to  have  fallen 
near  Huddersfield,  a  town  in 
Yo  kfhire,  between  twenty  and 
thirty  miles  diliant  from  Man- 
chefter. 

During  the  fpace  of  three  weeks 
before  the  earthquake,  vegetation 
was  obferved  to  be  uncommonly, 
vigorous.  On  the  Saturday  pre¬ 
ceding  it,  an  eleftrical  machine 
collected  more  fire  than  it  had 
ever  been  known  to  do  before. 

Different  churches  in  this  town 
feem  to  have  been  very  differently 
affedted  by  the  Ihock,  St.  John’s 

Church 
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Church  was  moft,  St.  Paul’s  leaft 
agitated.  The  former  is  built  of 
ftone  upon  a  dry  rocky  founda¬ 
tion  ;  and  the  galleries  are  fup- 
ported  with  pillars  of  call  iron. 
The  latter  is  a  brick  building  ; 
has  a  clayey  wet  foundation,  and 
a  common  fewer  runs  under  it. 
Four  leaden  fpouts  alfo,  which 
convey  rain  from  the  roof,  appear 
to  pafs  into  the  ground.  I  fay 
appear  to  pafs,  becaufe  at  the  bot¬ 
tom  they  are  covered  with  wood, 
and  the  clergyman  of  the  church 
has  not  yet  afcertained  the  faCt. 

The  bell  of  St.  Mary’s  Church, 
was  heard  to  ring  during  the  fhock. 
An  eleCtrical  rod  palTes  through 
the  fteeple,  which  may  perhaps  ac¬ 
count  for  this  peculiarity. 

The  fhock  was  trifling  at  my 
country  houfe  at  Hart-Hill,  which 
has  many  high  trees  about  it ; 
whereas  it  was  feverely  felt  at  a 
gentleman’s  houfe  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood,  not  fo  circumilanced. 

A  noife  was  antecedent  to  the 
concuflion,  and  gave  the  alarm  to 
many  perfons,  who  were  infenlible 
of  the  fhock.  It  was  particularly 
loud  in  feveral  houfes  which  have 
eleCtrical  conductors. 

Few  travellers,  either  on  horfe 
back  or  in  carriages,  perceived  the 
earthquake.  The  paffage  boat  upon 
the  Duke  of  Bridgewater’s  canal 
was  flopped  in  its  courfe,  as  if  it 
had  ftruck  upon  a  cable,  or  other 
obftacle.  Many  perfons  feemed  to 
be  electrified  by  the  fhock;  and 
wandering  rheumatic  pains  fuc- 
ceeded  it. 

A  lady  received  a  fudden  flroke 
on  her  head,  during  the  earth¬ 
quake.  She  was  Handing  in  a 
clofet,  on  the  outfide  wall  of  which, 
oppofite  to  her  head,  a  leaden  fpout 


terminated,  fo  as  to  form  an  im¬ 
perfect  conductor. 

I  am  informed  by  a  gentleman, 
whofe  cattle  graze  in  a  large  paf- 
ture  near  his  houfe,  that  he  ob- 
feryed  them  to  be  exceedingly  agi¬ 
tated  before  the  earthquake  ;  and 
that  previous  to  it,  they  all  ran  to 
their  ufual  place  of  fhelter  in 
dorms. 

Thefe  faCts  cannot  be  explained 
by  any  fappofirion  of  fermentations 
or  explosions  in  the  bowels  of  the 
earth,  unlefs  they  be  confid,?red  as 
agents  in  the  production  and  accu¬ 
mulation  of  the  eledtrical  fluid: 
and  many  of  them  feem  to  couii  m 
the  theory  of  Dr.  Scuckeley  and 
Signior  Beccaria,  concerning  earth¬ 
quakes.  But  in  whatever  manner 
fuch  awful  and  tremendous  events 
may  be  accounted  for,  the  pious 
philofopher,  when  he  contemplates 
them,  extends  his  views  beyond 
all  fecondary  caufes;  and  directing 
them  to  the  great  Author  of  the 
univerfe,  regards  the  laws  of  na¬ 
ture  only  as  the  exertions  of  his 
divine  energy. 

* My  friend  Dr.  Prieflley,  to 
whom  I  have  communicated  the 
preceding  obfervations,  and  who 
is  much  better  acquainted  with 
electricity  than  I  am,  feems  to  be 
fully  fatisfied  that  the  late  earth¬ 
quake  is  not  to  be  aferibed  to  any 
fubterranean  caufe.  Andheisper- 
fuaded  that  he  fhall  be  able  to  pro¬ 
duce  fimilar  phenomena,  by  means 
of  a  moft  powerful  and  magnifi¬ 
cent  eleCtrical  machine,  now  in. 
the  pofleflion  of  Lord  Shelburne, 
from  which  he  has  feen  (parks 
taken  in  the  open  air,  at  the  di- 
ftance  of  twenty  inches. 

Tho,  Psrcival, 
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An  Account  of  the  Tenia,  or  Ion & 
'Tape-Worm .  and  of  the  Method 
of  treating  it>  as  praclifed  at  Mo¬ 
ral  in  Switzerland. 

THE  Tenia,  or  long  Tape¬ 
worm,  on  account  of  its  ex¬ 
traordinary  fizeaud  the  capacity  of 
reprodudlion,  not  only  excites  the 
moil  alarming  fymptoms  in  thofe 
whom  it  infefts,  but  is  alfo*  ex¬ 
tremely  difficult  to  expel.  A  me¬ 
thod  for  effecting  this  purpofe  was 
a  few  years  ago  pradlifed  on  the 
continent  with  fo  great  iuccefs,  by 
Madame  NoufFer,  that  the  king' of 
France  was  induced  to  make  the 
acquifition  of  it  for  the  benefit  of 
the  public.  Her  method  of  cure 
confuted  in  the  occafional  ufe  of  a 
foup,  a  clyfter,  fpecific,  and  a 
purging  bolus, ’which  are  Ps  de¬ 
scribe  d. 

No.  1.  The  Soup. 

Take  a  point  and  a  half  of  wa¬ 
ter,  two  or  three  ounces  of  good 
frefh  butter,  and  two  ounces  of 
bread  cut  in  thin  dices,  add  to  this 
fait  enough  to  feafon  it,  and  then 
boil  it  over  the  fire  to  the  confidence 
of  panada. 

No.  2.  The  Clyder. 

Take  a  fmall  quantity  of  the 
leaves  of  mallows,  and  boil  them 
in  a  fufficient  quantity  of  w'ater, 
mixing  with  it  a  little  fait,  and 
when  drained  off,  add  two  ounces 
of  olive  oil. 

No.  3.  The  Specific. 

Take  two  or  three  drams  of  the 
root  of  the  male  fern,  gathered  in 
autumn,  and  reduced  to  a  very  fine 
powder,  in  four  or  fix  ounces  of 
water  difhlled  from  fern,  or  the 
flowers  of  the  line  tree.  It  will 
be  right  for  the  patient  to  drink 
two  or  three  times  of  the  fame  wa¬ 
ter,  rincing  his  glafs  with  it,  fo 
that  none  of  the  powder  m£ty  re¬ 


main  either  in  the  glafs  or  hist 
mouth. 

N04.  The  purgative  Bolus. 

Take  of  the  panacea  of  mercury 
fourteen  times  iublimed,  and  feledl 
refin  of  fcammony  each  ten  grains; 
of  frefh  and  good  gamboge  fix  or 
feven  grains ;  reduce  each  of  thefe 
fubdances  feparateiy  into  powder, 
and  then  mix  them  with  dome  con- 
ferve  into  a  boius^ 

With  refpedl  to  the  ufe  of  thofe 
remedies,  we  meet  with  the  follow¬ 
ing  information. 

Madame  NoufFer  requires  of  her 
patients  no  particular  preparation 
till  the  day  before  they  are  to  take 
the  remedy.  That  day  they  are  to 
avoid  all  aliment  after  dinner,  till 
about  feven  or  eight  o’clock  at 
night,  when  they  are  to  take  the 
foup,  No.  1  ;  about  a  quarter  of  an 
hour  after  this,  die  gives  them  at 
bifcuit  and  a  glafs  of  white  wine, 
either  pure  or  mixed  with  water  ; 
fhe  even  paves  water  alone  to  thofe 
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who  have  not  been  accudomed  to 
wine.  If  the  patient  has  not  been 
to  dool  that  day,  or  Is  naturally 
codive,  (which  is  not  ufual  how¬ 
ever  with  patients  in  this  way)  Ma¬ 
dame  NoufFer  directs  the  ufe  of  the 
clyder.  No.  2,  after  which  the  pa¬ 
tient  is  to  go  to  bed. 

Early  the  next  morning,  about 
eight  or  nine  hours  after  the  fupper 
of  the  preceding  evening,  the  pa¬ 
tient  takes  the  fpecific,  No.  3,  in 
bed,  and  to  avoid  the  naufea  which 
this  medicine  fometimes  occafions, 
it  will  be  right  for  him  to  chew  le- 
mon  or  fomethingelfe  that  is  agree** 
able  to  him,  or  he  may  walh  his 
mouth  with  any  thing  he  likes, 
but  lie  mud  be  careful  n6't  to'fwal- 
low  any  thing.  He  may  like- 
wife  fm  ell  to  vinegar,  to  check 
the  ficknefs  ;  but  if,  notwithstand¬ 
ing  all  his  efforts,  the  naufea  con¬ 
tinues. 
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tinues,  and  he  is  obliged  to  throw 
up  the  fpecific,  it  will  be  right  for 
him  to  take  a  freih  dofe  of  it,  as 
foon  as  the  fickheis  is  gone  off, 
and  then  he  fhould  try  togo  to  deep. 
About  two  hours  after  this,  hernuft 
get  up,  and  take  the  purging  bo¬ 
lus  No.  4.  at  one  ©r  two  different 
times,  waffling  it  down  with  one 
or  two  difhes  of  weak  green  tea, 
and  walking  afterwards  about  his 
chamber. — When  the  bolus  begins 
to  operate,  the  patient  is  defiled  to 
take  a  difh  of  the  fame  tea  occa- 
fionally,  until  the  worm  is  expel¬ 
led  ;  then,  and  not  before,  Ma¬ 
dame  NoufFer  gives  him  broth  or 
loup,  and  he  is  directed  to  dine  as 
is  ufual  after  taking  phyfic.  After 
dinner  he  may  either  lie  down  or 
walk,  taking  care  to  condudl  him- 
jfelf  difcreetly,  to  eat  but  little 
fupper,  and  to  avoid  every  thing 
that  is  not  eafy  of  digeftion. 

'JTe  cure  is  then  compleat,  but 
it  is  not  always  effedled  with  the 
fame  quicknefs  in  every  fubjedt. 
lie  who  has  not  kept  down  the 
whole  bolus,  or  who  is  not  fuffi- 
ciently  purged  by  it,  ought  to  take, 
jfour  hours  after  it,  from  two  to 
eight  drachms  of  Epfom  fait  dif- 
ifolved  in  boiling  water.  I  he  dofe 
pf  this  fait  may  be  varied  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  temperament  and  other 
Circumftances  of  the  patient. 

If  the  worm  fhould  not  come 
Bway  in  a  bundle,  but  in  the  form 
nf  a  thread  (which  particularly 
happens  when  the  worm  is  involved 
n  much  tenacious  mucus),  the  pa¬ 
rent  muff;  continue  to  fit  upon  the 
(lofe-ftool,  without  attempting  to 
Iraw  it  away,  drinking  at  the  fame 
5me  warm  weak  tea:  fometimes  this 
.lone  is  not  fufftcient,  and  the  pa¬ 
rent  is  obliged  to  take  another 
ofe  of  purging  fult,  but  without 
Vol.XX. 
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varying  his  pofition  till  the  worm, 
is  wholly  expelled. 

It  is  unufual  for  patients  who 
have  kept  down  both  the  fpecific 
and  purging  dofe,  not  to  diicharge 
the  worm  before  dinner  time.  This 
however  fometimes  happens  when 
the  dead  worm  remains  in  large 
bundles  in  the  inreftines,  fo  that 
the  faeces  becoming  more  limpid 
towards  the  end  of  the  purging, 
pafs  by  it  without  drawing  it  with, 
them.  The  patient  may  in  this 
cafe  eat  his  dinner  ;  and  it  has 
been  obferved  that  the  food,  join¬ 
ed  to  the  ufe  of  a  clyfter,  has 
brought  about  the  expulfion  of  the 
worm. 

Sometimes  the  worm  is  brought 
away  by  the  action  of  the  fpecific 
alone,  before  the  patient  has  taken 
the  purging  bolus ;  when  this  hap¬ 
pens,  Madame  Nouffer  only  gives 
two  thirds  of  it,  or  fubftitutes  the 
fait  in  its  Head. 

Patients  muff  not  be  alarmed  by 
any  fenfation  of  heat  or  uneafinefs 
they  may  feel  during  the  adtion  of 
the  remedy,  either  before  or  after 
a  copiousevacuation,  or  juft  as  they 
are  about  to  void  the  worm. 
Thefe  fenfations  are  tranfitory,  and 
go  off  of  their  own  accord,  or  by  the 
affiffance  of  the  vapour  of  vinegar 
drawn  in  at  the  nofe. 

They  who  have  vomited  both 
the  fpe«ific  and  bolus,  or  who  have 
kept  down  only  a  part  of  them, 
fometimes  do  not  void  the  worm 
that  day.  Madame  Nouffer  there¬ 
fore  diredls  them  to  take  again 
that  night  the  foup  No*  1.  the 
wine  and  bifeuit,  and,  if  circum- 
ffances  require  it,  the  clyffer  No.  2. 
if  the  worm  does  not  come  away 
duringthe  night,  fhe  gives  them 
early  the  next  morning  another 
dofe  of  the  fpecific,  and  two  hours 
G  after 
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afterwards,  fix  drachms  or  an  ounce 
of  purging  fait,  repeating  the 
whole  procefs  of  the  preceding 
day,  excepting  the  bolus,  which 
ihe  fuppreffes. 

She  obferves,  that  very  hot  wea¬ 
ther  dimini  (lies  in  fame  degree  the 
action  of  her  remedy,  (he  therefore 
prefers  the  month  of  September  for 
adminiftering  it  ;  but  as  (lie  has 
not  been  always  able  to  chufe  the 
feafon,  and  has  been  fometimes 
obliged  to  undertake  the  care  of 
patients  in  the  hotted  days  of  fum- 
mer,  fhe  then  gave  herfpecific  very 
early  in  the  morning;  and  with 
this  precaution  die  faw  no  differ¬ 
ence  in  its  effects. 


A  Defcription  of  the  Highlands  of 
Scotland,  and  Remarks  on  the  Se¬ 
cond  Sight  of  the  Inhabitants.  By 
Dh  Beattie, 

TH  E  Highlands  of  Scotland 
are  a  pidlurefque,  but  in 
general  a  melancholy  country. 
Long  tradls  of  mountainous  defert, 
covered  with  dark  heath,  and  of¬ 
ten  obfcured  by  miity  weather  ; 
narrow  valleys,  thinly  inhabited, 
and  bounded  by  precipices,  re- 
founding  with  the  fall  of  torrents  ; 
a  (oil  fo  rugged  and  a  cl  in  ate  fo 
dreary,  as  in  many  parts  to  admit 
neither  the  amufements  of  paftur- 
age,  hor  the  labours  of  agriculture  ; 
the  mournful  dafhing  of  waves  along 
the  friths  and  lakes  that  .interiedt 
the  country  ;  the  portentous  noifes 
which  every  change  of  the  wind, 
and  every  increafe  and  diminution 
of  the  waters  is  apt  to  raife  in  a 
lonely  region  full  of  echos  and 
rocks  arid  caverns;  the  grotefque 
and  g badly  appearance  of  fuch  a 
Undicape  by  the  light  of  the  moon  ; 


objedls  like  thefe  diffufe  a  gloom, 
over  the  fancy,  which  may  be  com¬ 
patible  enough  with  occafional  and 
iocial  merriment,  but  cannot  fail 
to  tindlure  the  thoughts  of  a  native 
in  the  hour  of  filence  and  folitude. 
If  thefe  people,  notwithftanding 
their  reformation  in  religion,  and 
more  frequent  intercourse  with 
llrangers,  do  dill  retain  many  of 
their  old  fuperftitions,  we  need 
not  doubt  but  in  former  times  they 
mud  have  been  much  more  infiav- 
ed  to  the  horrors  of  imagination, 
when  befet  with  the  bugbears  of 
Popery,  and  the  darknefs  of  Paga¬ 
nism.  Mod  of  their  fuperfiitions 
are  of  a  melancholy  calf.  That 
fecond fight  wherewith  home  of  them 
are  dill  fuppofed  to  be  haunted,  is 
confidered  by  themfelves  as' a  mif- 
fortune,  on  account  of  the  many 
dreadful  images  it  is  faid  to 
obtrude  upon  the  fancy.  I  have 
been  told  that  the  inhabitants  of 
fome  of  the  Alpine  regions  do 
likewiie  lay  claim  to  a  fort  of  fecond 
fight.  Nor  is  it  wonderful,  that 
perfons  of  lively  imagination,  im¬ 
mured  in  deep  folitude,  and  fur- 
rounded  with  the  ftupendous  fcene- 
ry  of  clouds,  precipices  and  tor¬ 
rents,  fh'ould  dream,  even  when 
they  think  themfelves  awake,  of 
thofe  few  finking  ideas  with  which 
their  lonely  lives  are  diverfified  ; 
of  corpfes,  funeral  proceffions  and 
other  fubjedts  of  terror  ;  or  of  mar¬ 
riages,  and  the  arrival  of  llrangers, 
and  fuch  like  matters  of  more 
agreeable  curiofity. 

Let  it  be  obferved  alfo  that  the 
ancient  Highlanders  of  Scotland 
had  hardly  any  other  way  of  Pup- 
porting  themfelves,  than  by  hunt¬ 
ing,  fifhing,  or  war ;  profefiions 
that  are  continually  expo  fed  to  fa¬ 
tal  accidents.  —  And  hence,  no 
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floubt,  additional  horrors  would  of¬ 
ten  haunt  their  folitude,  and  a 
deeper  gloom  overfhadow  the  ima¬ 
gination  even  of  the  hardieit  na¬ 
tive. 

I  do  not  find  fufficient  evidence 
for  the  reality  of  Jecojid fight ,  or 
at  leaft  of  what  is  commonly  un¬ 
derflood  by  that  term.  A  treatife 
on  the  fubjedt  was  published  in 
the  year  J762,  in  which  many 
tales  were  told  of  perlons  whom 
the  author  believed  to  have  been 
favoured,  or  haunted,  with  thefe 
illuminations  ;  but  moll  of  the  tales 
were  trifling  and  ridiculous  ;  and 
the  whole  work  betrayed,  on  the 
part  of  the  compiler,  fuch  extreme 
credulity,  as  could  not  fail  to  pre¬ 
judice  many  readers  againfl  his 
fyflem. 

That  any  of  thefe  vifionaries 
are  liable  to  be  fwayed  in  their 
declarations  by  finiiler  views,  I 
will  not  fay  ;  though  a  gentleman 
of  charafler  aflured  me,  that  one 
of  them  offered  to  fell  him  this  un¬ 
accountable  talent  for  half  a  crown. 
But  this  I  think  may  be  faid  with 
confidence,  that  none  but  ignorant 
people  pretend  to  be  gifted  in  this 
way.  And  in  them  it  may  be  no¬ 
th!  ng  more,  perhaps,  than  fhort 
Jits  of  fudden  fleep  or  drowzinefs, 
attended  with  lively  dreams,  and 
arifing  from  fome  bodily  diforder, 
the  efreft  of  idlenefs,  low  fpirits, 
or  a  gloomy  imagination.  For  it 
is  admitted  even  by  the  moft  cre¬ 
dulous  Highlanders,  that  as  know¬ 
ledge  and  induftry  are  propagated 
in  their  country,  the  fecond  fight 
difappearsin  proportion:  and  no¬ 
body  ever  laid  claim  to  this  fa¬ 
culty,  who  was  much  employed  in 
the  intercourfe  of  focial  life.  Nor 
is  it  at  all  extraordinary,  that  one 
fhould  have  the  appearance  of  be¬ 


ing  awake,  and  fhould  even  think 
one’s  felf  fo,  during  thefe  fits  of 
dozing;  or  that  they  fhould  come 
on  fuddenly,  and  while  one  is  en¬ 
gaged  in  fome  bufinefs.  The  lame 
thing  happens  to  perlons  much  fa¬ 
tigued,  or  long  kept  awake,  who 
frequently  fall  afleep  for  a  mo¬ 
ment,  or  for  a  longer  fpace,  while 
they  are  ftanding,  or  walking,  of 
riding  on  horfeback.  Add  but 
a  lively  dream  to  this  dumber,  and 
(which  is  the  frequent  effedt  of 
difeafe)  take  away  the  confciouf- 
nefs  of  having  been  afleep,  and  a 
fuperftitious  man,  who  is  always 
hearing  and  believing  tales  of  fe¬ 
cond  fight,  may  eafily  miftake  his 
dream  for  a  waking  vifion  ;  which, 
however,  is  foon  forgotten,  when 
no  fubfequent  occurrence  recalls  it 
to  his  memory  ;  but  which,  if  it 
fhall  be  thought  to  refemble  any 
future  event,  exalts  the  poor  dreamer 
into  a  Highland  prophet.  This 
conceit  makes  him  more  reclufe 
and  more  melancholy  than  ever  ; 
and  fo  feeds  his  difeafe,  and  mul¬ 
tiplies  his  vifions  ;  which,  if  they 
are  not  diflipated  by  bufinefs  or  fo- 
ciety,  may  continue  to  haunt  him 
as  long  a r.  he  lives,  and  which,  in 
their  progrefs  through  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood,  receive  fome  new  tinc¬ 
ture  of  the  marvellous,  from  every 
mouth  that  promotes  theircircula- 
tion.  As  to  the  prophetical  na¬ 
ture  of  this  fecond  fight,  it  cannot 
be  admitted  at  all.  That  the  Dei¬ 
ty  lhould  work  a  miracle,  in  order 
to  give  intimation  of  the  frivolous 
things  that  thefe  tales  are  made  up 
of,  .the  arrival  of  a  firanger,  the 
nailing  of  a  coffin,  or  the  colour 
of  a  fuit  of  clothes  ;  and  that 
thefe  intimations  fhould  -  be  given 
for  no  end,  and  to  thofe  perfons 
only  who  are  idle  and  folitary,  who 
G  2  •  fpeak 
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fpeak  Erfe,  or  who  live  among 
mountains  and  deferts,  is  like  no¬ 
thing  in  nature  or  providence  that 
we  are  acquainted  with  ;  and  muft 
therefore,  unlefs  it  were  confirmed 
by  fatisfa&ory  proof  (which  is  not 
the  cafe)  be  rejected  as  abfurd  and 
Incredible. 

The  viflons,  fuch  as  they  are, 
may  reafonably  enough  be  afcribed 
to  a  diflempercd  fancy.  And  that 
in  them,  as  well  as  in  our  ordinary 
dreams,  certain  appearances  fliould, 
on  fome  rare  occafions,  referable 
certain  events,  is  to  be  expeded 
from  the  laws  of  chance ;  and 
feems  to  have  in  it  nothing  more 
marvellous  or  fupernatural  than  that 
the  parrot,  who  deals  out  his  fcur- 
rilities  at  random,  fhould  fome 
times  happen  to  falute  the  palTenger 
by  his  right  appellation. 

t-i.-,'—  .  » - - - - - -  •  ■  ■  . . . . * - :  '  ■'  * 

v  .  ' 

Of  the  Mines  in  Mexico  and  Peru, 
From  Dr,  R  ober  fan’s  Biflory  of  America. 

X  -  ( 

OF  all  the  methods  by  which 
riches  may  be  acquired,  that 
of  fearching  for  the  precious  me¬ 
tals  is  one  of  the  mod  inviting  to 
men,  who  are  either  unaccuiiomed 
to  the  regular  afliduity  with  which 
the  culture  of  the  earth,  and  the 
operations  of  commerce  muft  be 
carried  on,  or  fo  enterprifing 
and  rapacious,  as  not  to  be  fatis- 
fled  with  the  gradual  returns  of 
profit  which  they  yield.  According¬ 
ly,  as  foon  as  the  feveral  countries 
In  America  were  fubje&ed  to  the 
dominion  of  Spain,  this  was  ai¬ 
med  the  only  method  of  acquir¬ 
ing  wealth  which  occurred  to  the 
adventurers,  by  whom  they  were 
conquered.  Such  provinces  of  the 
continent  as  did  not  allure  them  to 


iettle,  by  the  profpedt  of  their  af- 
fording  gold  and  diver,  were  to¬ 
tally  negleded,.  Thofe  in  which 
they  met  with  a  difappointment  of 
the  fanguine  expeditions  they  had 
formed,  were  abandoned.  Even 
the  value  of  the  iflands,  the  drd 
fruits  of  their  dHcoveries,  and  the 
drd  objedl  of  their  attention,  funk 
fo  much  in  their  eftimation,  when 
the  mines  which  they  had  opened 
there  were  exhauded,  that  they 
were  deferred  by  many  of  the  plan¬ 
ters,  and  left  to  be  occupied  by 
more  induftrious  pcffelfors.  All 
crowded  to  Mexico  and  Peru,  where 
the  vail  quantities  of  gold  and  di¬ 
ver  found  among  the  natives,  who 
fearched  for  them  with  little  in- 
duftry,  and  lefs  fkill,  promifed  an 
unexhaufted  ftore,  as  the  recom- 
pence  of  more  intelligent  and  per- 
fevering  efforts. 

During  feveral  years,  the  ar¬ 
dour  of  their  refearches  was  kept 
up  by  hope,  rather  than  fuccefs. 
At  length,  the  rich  diver  mines 
ofPotod,  in  Peru,  were  acciden¬ 
tally  difeovered  in  the  year  1545, 
by  an  Indian,  as  he  was  clamber¬ 
ing  up  the  mountain,  in  purfuit  of  a 
Llama  which  had  Arayed  from  his 
flock.  Soon  after  the  mines  of 
Sacotecas,  in  New  Spain,  little 
inferior  to  the  other  in  value,  were 
opened.  From  that  time,  fuccef. 
five  difeoveries  have  been  made  in 
both  colonies,  and  filver  mines  are 
now  fo  numerous,  that  the  working 
of  them,  and  of  fome  few  mines rof 
gold  in  the  provinces  of  Tierra 
Firm  a,  and  the  new  kingdom  of 
Granada,  has  become  the  capital 
occupation  of  the  Spaniards,  and 
is  reduced  into  a  fyflem  no  lefs 
complicated  than  interefling.  To 
deferihe  the  nature  of  the  various 
ores,  the  mode  of  extrading  them 
2  from 
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from  the  bowels  of  the  earth,  and 
to  explain  the  feveral  proceffes  by 
which  the  metals  are  feparated  from 
the  fubftances  with  which  they  are 
mingled,  cither  by  the  a&ion  of 
fire,  or  the  attractive  powers  of 
mercury,  is  the  province  of  the  na¬ 
tural  philofopher  or  chymift,  ra¬ 
ther  than  pf  the  hiftorian. 

The  exuberant  profufion  with 
which  the  mountains  of  the  New 
World  poured  forth  their  treafures, 
aftonifhed  mankind,  accuitomed 
hitherto  to  receive  a  penurious  fup- 
ply  of  the  precious  metals,  from 
the  more  fcanty  ftores  contained  in 
the  mines  of  the  ancient  hemi- 
fphere.  According  to  principles 
of  computation,  which  appear  to 
be  extremely  moderate,  the  quan¬ 
tity  of  gold  and  filver  that  has  been 
regularly  entered  in  the  ports  of 
Spain,  is  equal  in  value  to  four 
millions  flerling  annually,  reckon¬ 
ing  from  the  year  1492,  in  which 
America  was  difcovered,  to  the 
prefent  time.  This  in  two  hun¬ 
dred  and  eighty-three  years,  amounts 
to  eleven  hundred  and  thirty-two 
millions.  Immenfe  as  this  fum 
is,  the  Spanifh  writers  contend, 
that  as  much  more  ought  to  be  ad¬ 
ded  to  it,  in  confideration  of  the 
treafure  which  has  been  extracted 
from  the  mines,  without  paying 
duty  to  the  king.  By  this  account, 
Spain  has  drawn  from  the  New 
World  a  fupply  of  wealth,  amount¬ 
ing  at  lealt  to  two  thoufand  mil¬ 
lions  of  pounds  flerling. 

The  mines,  which  have  yielded 
this  amazing  quantity  of  treafure, 
are  not  worked  at  the  expence  of 
the  crown,  or  of  the  public.  In 
order  to  encourage  private  adven¬ 
turers,  the  perfon  who  difcovers  a 
jiew  vein,  is  entitled  to  the  pro¬ 
perty  of  it.  Upon  laying  his  claim 
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before  the  governor  of  the  pro¬ 
vince,  a  certain  extent  of  land  is 
meafured  oft,  and  a  certain  num¬ 
ber  of  Indians  allotted  him,  under 
the  obligation  of  his  opening  the 
mine  within  a  limited  time,  and 
of  his  paying  the  cuftomary  duty 
to  the  king,  for  what  it  fhall  pro¬ 
duce.  Invited  by  the  facility  with 
which  fuch  grants  are  obtained, 
and  encouraged  by  fome  linking 
examples  of  fuccels  in  this  line  of 
adventure;  not  only  the  fanguine 
and  the  bold,  but  the  timid  and 
diffident  enter  upon  it  with  afto- 
niffiing  ardour.  With  vaft  ob¬ 
jects  always  in  view,  fed  conti¬ 
nually  with  hope,  and  expeding 
every  moment  that  fortune  will 
unveil  her  fecret  ftores,  and  give 
them  up  to  their  wifhes,  they 
deem  every  other  occupation  infi— 
pid  and  uninterefting.  The  charms 
of  this  purfuit,  like  the  rage  for 
deep  play,  are  fo  bewitching,  and 
take  fuch  full  poffeffion  of  the  mind, 
as  even  to  give  a  new  bent  to  the 
natural  temper.  Under  its  in¬ 
fluence  the  cautious  become  enter- 
prizing,  and.  the  covetous,  profufe. 
Powerful  as  this  charm  naturally 
is,  its  force  is  augmented  by  the 
arts  of  an  order  of  men  known  in 
Peru,  by  the  cant  name  of  fearcb- 
ers.  Thefe  are  commonly  perfons 
of  defperate  fortunes,  who,  avail¬ 
ing  themfelves  of  fome  Hull  in 
-  mineralogy,  accompanied  with  the 
infinuating  manner,  and  confident 
pretenfions  peculiar  to  projectors, 
addrefs  the  wealthy  and  the  cre¬ 
dulous.  By  plaufible  defcriptions 
of  the  appearances  which  they  have 
difcovered  of  rich  veins  hitherto 
unexplored  ;  by  producing,  when 
requifite,  fpecimens  of  promifing 
ore;  by  affirming,  with  an  im- 
poling  aflurance,  that  fuccefs  is 
G  3  certain. 
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certain,  and  that  the  expence  muft 
be  trifling ; -they  feldom  fail  to 
perfuade.  An  aflociatton  is  form¬ 
ed  ;  a  final  1  fum  is  advanced  by 
each  co-partner  ;  the  mine  is  open¬ 
ed  ;  the  Jearcher  is  entrufted  wun 
the  foie  direction  of  every  opera¬ 
tion  ;  unforefeen  difficulties  occur  ; 
new  demands  of  money  are  made  ; 
but  ami cflt  a  fucceffion  of  dii ap¬ 
pointments  and  delays,  hope  is 
never  extinguifhed,  and  the  ar¬ 
dour  of  expectation  hardly  abates. 
For  it  is  obferved,  that  if  any 
perfon  once  enters  this  feducing 
path,  it  is  almoft  iropoffible  to 
return  ;  his  ideas  alter,  he  feems 
to  be  poffefled  with  another  fpi¬ 
rit,,  vifions  of  imaginary  we*  1th 
are  continually  before  his  eyes,  and 
he  thinks,  and  (peaks,  and  dreams 
of  nothing  el ie . 

Such  is  the  fpirit  that  muft  be 
formed,  wherever  the  aCtive  exer¬ 
tions  of  any  fpffiety  are  chiefly  em¬ 
ployed  in  working  mines  of  gold 
and  ft  her,  No  fpirit  is  more  ad- 
yerfe  to  fuch  improvement  in  agri¬ 
culture  and  commerce,  as  render  a 
nation  really  opulent,  if  the  fyf- 
tem  of  adminiftration  in  the  Spa- 
nifh  colonies  had  been  founded 
upon  principles  of  found  policy, 
the  power  and  ingenuity  of  the 
legiflature  would  have  been  exerted 
with  as  much  ardour,  in  reftraining 
its  fubjedis  from  fuch  pernicious 
induftry,  as  it  is  now  employed  in 
alluring  them  towards  ir.  <s  Pro- 
jedls  of  mining  (fays  a  good  judge 
of  the  political  conciudl  of  nations) 
inftead  of  placing  the  capital  em¬ 
ployed  in  them,  together  with  the 
ordinary  profit  of  flock,  commonly 
abforb  both  capital  and  profit. 
They  are  the  projects,  therefore,  to 
which,  of  all  others,  a  prudent 
law-giver,  who  dedired  to  increafe 
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the  capita]  of  his  nation,  would, 
leaft  chuie  to  giveany  extraordinary 
encouragement,  or  to  turn  towards 
them  a  greater  fhare  of  that  capital 
than  would  go  to  them  of  its  own 
accord.  Such,  in  reality,  is  the  ab- 
furd  confidence  which  all  men 
have  in  their  own  good  fortune, 
that  wherever  there  is  the  leafl  pro-* 
bability  of  fuccefs,  too  great  a 
fhare  of  it  is  apt  to  go  to  them  of 
its  own  accord.”  But  in  the  Spa- 
nifh  colonies,  government  is  ftu- 
dious  to  cheriflt  a  fpirit  which  it 
fhould  have  laboured  to  deprefs, 
and  by  the  fandtion  of  its  approba¬ 
tion  augments  that  inconftderate 
credulity,  which  has  turned  the 
adtive  induftry  of  Mexico  and  Peru 
into  fuch  an  improper  channel. 
To  this  may  be  imputed  the  (lender 
progrefs  which  they  have  made, 
during  two  centuries  and  a  half, 
either  in  ufeful  manufactures,  or 
in  thofe  lucrative  branches  of  culti¬ 
vation,  which  furnifh  the  colonies 
of  other  nations  with  their  ilaple 
commodities.  In  companion  with 
the  precious  metals,  every  bounty 
of  nature  is  fo  much  defpifed,  that 
this  extravagant  idea  of  their  va¬ 
lue  has  mingled  with  the  idiom  of 
the  language  in  America,  and  the 
Spaniards  fettled  there  denominate 
a  country,  rich,  not  from  the  fer¬ 
tility  of  its  foil,  the  abundance  of 
its  crops,  or  the  exuberance  of  its 
paftures,  but  on  account  of  the  mi¬ 
nerals  which  its  mountains  contain. 
In  queft  of  thefe,  they  abandon  the 
delightful  plains  of  Peru  and  .Mexi¬ 
co,  and  re  fo;  t  to  barren  and  un¬ 
comfortable  regions,  where  they 
have  built  fome  of  thedaraeft  towns 
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which  they  polTefs  in  the  New 
World.  As  the  activity  and  en» 
terprife  of  the  Spaniards  originally 
took  this  direction,  it  is  now.  f6 
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difficult  to  bend  them  a  different 
way,  that  although,  from  various 
caufes,  the  gain  of  working  mines 
is  much  decreafed  ;  the  fafcination 
continues,  and  almolt  every  perfon, 
who  takes  any  active  part  in  the 
commerce  of  New  Spain  'or  Peru, 
is  ftill  engaged  in  lome  adventure 
of  this  kind. 


Obfer<vations  on  the  Formation  of  Ice- 
ijJands  ;  and  on  the  Exijlence  of  a 
Southern ■  Continent.  Extracted 
from  Cook’j  Voyage. 

I  HAD  now  made  the  circuit 
of  the  Southern  Ocean  in  a 
high  latitude,  and  traverfed  it  in 
fuch  a  manner  as  to  leave  not  the 
lead  room  for  the  poffibility  of 
there  being  a  continent,  unlefs 
near  the  pole,  and  out  of  the  reach 
of  navigation.  By  twice  vifiting 
the  tropical  fea,  I  had  not  only 
fettled  the  fituation  of  fome  old  dif- 
coveries,  but  made  there  many 
new  ones,  and  left,  1  conceive, 
very  little  more  to  bedoneeven  in 
that  part.  Thus  1  flatter  myfelf, 
that  the  intention  of  the  voyage 
has,  in  every  reTped!,  been  fully 
anfvvered  ;  the  fouthern  hemifphere 
fufficiently  explored;  and  a  final 
end  put  to  the  fearching  after  a 
fouthern  continent,  which  has,  at 
times,  ingroffed  the  attention  cf 
fome  of  the  maritime  powers,  for 
near  two  centuries  pad,  and  been 
a  favourite  theory  amongif  the  geo¬ 
graphers  of  all  ages. 

That  there  may  be  a  continent, 
or  large  tract  of  land,  near  the 
pole,  I  will  not  deny  ;  on  the 
contrary,  I  am  of  opinion  there  is ; 
and  it  is  probable  that  we  have  feen 
a  part  of  ft.  The  excedive  cold, 
the  many  iflands  and  vait  Boats  of 
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ice,  all  tend  to  prove  that  there 
mult  be  land  to  the  fouth  ;  and 
for  my  perfuafion  that  this  fouthern 
land  mult  lie,  or  extend,  farthed, 
to  the  north,  oppofite  to  the  fou¬ 
thern  Atlantic  and  Indian  oceans, 

I  have  already  afligned  fome  rea- 
lon  ;  to  which  I  may  add  the 
greater  degree  'of  cold  experienced 
by  us  in  thefe  leas,  than  in  the 
fouthern  pacific  ocean  under  the 
fame  parallels  of  latitude. 

In  this  laft  ocean,  the  mercury 
in  the  thermometer  feldom  fell  fo 
low  as  the  freezing  point;  till  we 
were  in  6o°  and  upwards ;  where¬ 
as  in  the  others,  it  fell  as  low  in 
the  latitude  of  540.  This  was 
certainly  owing  to  there  being  a 
greater  quantity  of  ice,  and  to  its 
extending  farther  to  the  north,  in 
thefe  two  feas  than  in  the  fouth 
pacific  :  and  if  ice  be  drd  formed 
at,  or  near  land,  of  which  I  have 
no  doubt,  it  will  follow  that  the 
land  alfo  extends  farther  north. 

The  formation  or  coagulation  of 
ice-idands  has  not,  to  my  know¬ 
ledge,  been  thoroughly  invedigat- 
ed.  Some  have  fuppofed  them  to 
be  formed  by  the  freezing  of  the 
water  at  the  mouths  of  large  rivers, 
or  great  catara6ls,  where  they  ac¬ 
cumulate  till  they  are  broken  off 
by  their  own  weight.  My  obfer- 
vations  will  not  allow  me  to  ac- 
quiefce  in  this  opinion  ;  becaufe 
we  never  found  any  of  the  ice  which 
we  took  up  incorporated  with 
earth,  or  any  of  its  produce,  as  I 
think  it  muft  have  been,  had  it 
been  coagulated  in  land  waters.  It 
is  a  doubt  with  me,  whether  there 
be  any  rivers  in  thefe  countries. 
It  is  certain,  that  we  faw  not  a 
river,  or  dream  of  water,  on  all 
the  coalt  of  Georgia,  nor  on  any 
of  the  fouthern  lands*  Nor  did 
Q  4  w£ 
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we  ever  fee  a  dream  of  water  run 
from  any  of  the  icc-iflands.  Flow 
are  we  then  to  fuppofe  that  there 
are  large  rivers  ?  The  vallies  are 
covered,  many  fathoms  deep,  with 
ever  lading  fnow  ;  and,  at  the  fea, 
they  terminate  in  icy  cliffs  of  vaft 
height.  It  is  here  where  the  ice- 
iflands  are  formed  ;  not  from  dreams 
of  water,  hut  from  confolidated 
fnow  and  fleet,  which  is,  almoil 
continually,  falling  or  drifting 
down  from  the  mountains,  spe¬ 
cially  in  the  winter,  when  the  froft 
mud  be  intenfe.  During  that  fea- 
fon,  the  ice  cliffs  mud  io  accumu¬ 
late  as  to  fill  up  all  the  bays,  be 
they  ever  fo  large.  This  is  a  radt 
which  cannot  be  doubted,  as  we 
have  feen  it  fo  in  dimmer.  Thefe 
cliffs  accumulate  by  continual  fails 
of  fnow,  and  what  drifts  from  the 
mountains,  till  they  are  no  longer 
able  to  fupport  their  own  weight; 
and  then  large  pieces  break  off, 
which  we  call  ice-iflands.  Such  as 
have  a  flat  even  furface,  mud  be 
of  the  ice  formed  in  the  bays,  and 
before  the  flat  vallies  ;  the  others, 
which  have  a  tapering  unequal 
furface,  mud  be  formed  on,  or 
under,  the  fide  of  a  coad  compofed 
of  pointed  rocks  and  precipices, 
or  fome  foch  uneven  furface.  For 
we  cannot  fuppofe  that  fnow  alone, 
as  it  falls,  can  form,  on  a  plain 
furface,  fuch  as  the  fea,  fuch  a 
variety  of  high  peaks  and  hills, 
as  we  faw  on  many  of  the  ice, 
ides.  It  is  certainly  more  reafon- 
ible  to  believe  that  they  are  formed 
on  a  coad  whole  furface  Is  fome- 
thing  dm i Ur  to  fheirs.  I  have  ob- 
ferved  that  all  the  ice  id'ands  of  any 
extent,  and  before  they  begin  to 
break  to  pieces,  are  terminated  by 
perpendicular  cliffs  of  clear  ice  or 
frozen  fnow,  always  ,o.n  one  or 
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more  Tides,  but  mod  generally  all 
round.  Many,  and  thefe  of  the 
larged  fize,  which  had  a  hilly  and 
fpiral  furface,  die  wed  a  perpendi¬ 
cular  cliff  or  fide  from  the  fummit 
of  the  highed  peak  down  to  its 
bafe.  This  to  me  was  a  convinc¬ 
ing  proof,  that  thefe,  as  well  as 
the  dat  ides,  mud  have  broken  off 
from  fubdances  like  themfelves  ; 
that  is,  from  fome  large  trad  of 
ice. 

When  I  condder  the  vad  quan¬ 
tity  of  ice  we  faw,  and  the  vied 
nicy  of  the  places  to  the  pole 
where  it  is  formed,  and  where 
the  degrees  of  longitude  are  very 
fmail,  I  am  led  to  believe  that 
thefe  ice  cliffs  extend  a  good  way 
into  the  fea,  in  fome  parts,  efpe- 
cially  in  fuch  as  are  dickered  from 
the  violence  of  the  winds.  It  may 
even  be  doubted  if  ever  the  wind 
is  violent  in  the  very  high  lati¬ 
tudes.  And  that  the  iea  will  freeze 
over,  or  the  fnow  that  falls  upon 
it,  which  amounts  to  the  fame 
thing,  we  have  in  dances  in  the 
northern  hemifphere.  The  Baltic, 
the  Guiph  of  Saint  Laurence,  the 
Siraits  of  Belle  Ifje,  and  many 
other  equally  large  Teas,  are  fre¬ 
quently  frozen  over  in  winter. 
Nor  is  this  at  all  extraordinary  ; 
for  we  have  found  the  degree  of 
cold  at  the  furface  of  the  iea,  even 
in  dimmer,  to  be  two  degrees  be¬ 
low  the  freezing  point;  comie- 
quently  nothing  kept  it  from  freez¬ 
ing  but  the  falls  it  contains,  and 
the  agitation  of  its  iurface.  When¬ 
ever  this  lad  ceafeth  in  winter, 
when  the  frod  is  fet  in,  and  there 
comes  a  fall  of  fnow,  it  will  freeze 
on  the  furface  as  it  falls,  and  in 
a  few  days,  or  perhaps  in  one 
night,  form  fuch  a  dieet  of  ice  as 
will  not  be  eafily  broken  up. 
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Th  us  a  foundation  will  be  laid  for 
it  to  accumulate  to  any  thicknefs 
by  falls  of  fnow,  without  its  being 
at  all  neceffary  for  the  fea  water 
to  freeze.  It  may  be,  by  this 
means,  thefe  vail  floats  of  low  ice 
we  find  in  the  fpring  of  the  year 
are  formed,  2nd  which,  after  they 
break  up,  are  carried  by  the  cur¬ 
rents  to  the  north.  For,  from  all 
the  obfervations  I  have  been  able 
to  make,  the  currents  every  where, 
in  the  high  latitudes,  fee  to  the 
north,  or  to  the  N.  E.  or  N.  W,  ; 
but  we  have  very  feldom  found 
them  confiderable. 

If  this  imperfect  account  of  the 
formation  of  thefe  extraordinary 
floating  iflands  of  ice,  which  is 
:  written  wholly  from  my  own  ob¬ 
fervations,  does  not  convey  fome 
ufeful  hints  to  an  abler  pen,  it 
will,  however,  convey  fome  idea 
©f  the  lands  where  they  are  form¬ 
ed.  Lands  doomed  by  nature  to 
perpetual  Frigid nefs  5  never  to  feel 
the  warmth  of  the  fun’s  ravs  ; 
whofe  horrible  and  favage  afpedt 
I  have  not  words  to  deferibe.  Such 
are  the  lands  we  have  difeovered  ; 
what  then  may  we  expedf  thofe  to 
be,  which  lie  flill  farther  to  the 
fouth  ?  For  we  may  reafonably  fup- 
pofe  that  we  have  feen  the  bed,  as 
lying  mod  to  the  north.  If  any 
;  one  ihouid  have  refolutipn  and  per- 
1  feverar.ee  to  clear  up  this  point  by 
proceeding  farther  than  I  have 
done,  I  fhali  not  envy  him  the 
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honour  of  the  difeovery  ;  but  I  will 
be  bold  to  fay,  that  the  world  will 
not  be  benefited  by  it. 

I  had,  at  this  time.,  fome  thoughts 
of  revifiting  the  place  where  the 
French  difeovery  is  faid  to  lie.  But 
then  I  confidered  that,  if  they  had 
really  made  this  difeovery,  the  end 
\yould  be  as  fully  anfwered  as  if  I 
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had  done  it  myfelf.  We  know  it 
can.  only  be  an  i (land  ;  and  if  we 
judge  from  the  degree  of  cold  wc 
found  in  that  latitude,  it  cannot  be 
a  fertile  one.  Befides,  this  would 
have  kept  me  two  months  longer 
at  fea,  and  in  a  tempefluous  la¬ 
titude,  which  we  were  not  in  a 
condition  to  druggie  with.  Our 
fails  and  rigging  were  fo  much 
worn,  that  fomething  was  giving 
way  every  hour;  and  we  had  no¬ 
thing  left,  either  to  repair  or  to 
replace  them.  Our  provifions 
were  in  a  date  of  decay,  and  con- 
fequently  afforded  little  nourifh- 
ment,  and  we  had  been  a  long 
time  without  refrefhrnknts.  My 
people,  indeed,  were  yet  healthy, 
and  would  have  chearfu.lly  gone 
wherever  I  had  thought  proper  to 
lead  them  ;  but  I  dreaded  the  feur- 
vy  laying  hold  of  them,  at  a  time 
when  we  had  nothing  left  to  re¬ 
move  it.  I  mud  fay  farther,  that 
it  would  have  been  cruel  in  me  to 
have  continued^  the  fatigues  and 
hardfhips  they  were  continually 
expofed  to,  longer  than  was  abfo- 
I utely  neceffary.  Their  behaviour, 
throughout  the  whole  voyage,  me- 
rited  every  indulgence  which  it  was 
in  my  power  to  give  them.  Ani¬ 
mated  by  the  condudt  of  the  offi¬ 
cers,  they  fhewed  themfelves  capa¬ 
ble  of  furmounting  every  difficulty 
and  danger  which  came  in  their 
way,  and  never  once  looked  either 
upon  the  one  or  the  other,  as  being 
at  all  heightened,  by  our  fepara-, 
tion  from  our  confort  the  Adven¬ 
ture. 

All  thefe  confiderations  induced 
me  to  lay  afide  looking  for  the 
French  difeoveries,  and  to  fleer 
for  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  ;  with 
a  refolution,  however,  of  looking 
for  the  lf]es  of  Penia  and  Marfe, 
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veen,  which  are  laid  down  in  Dr. 
Halley’s  variation  chart  in  the  la¬ 
titude  of  4i-a-  S.,  and  about  40 
of  longitude  to  the  eaft  of  the  me¬ 
ridian  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 
With  this  view  I  fleered  N.E.  with 
a  hard  gale  at  NC  V/.  and  thick 
weather;  and  on  the  25th,  at 
noon,  we  faw  the  laft  ice-ifland, 
being  at  this  time  in  the  latitude 
of  52°52'  S.  longitude  26°  31'  E. 


Account  of  federal  W a.ter  Spouts  ob- 
fernjed  in  the  South  Seas  by  Mr, 
Forffer. 

IN  the  afternoon,  about  four 
o’clock,  we  were  nearly  oppo- 
fite  Cape  Stephens,  and  had  little 
or  no  wind.  We  obferved  thick 
clouds  to  the  S.  W.  about  that 
time,  and  faw  that  it  rained  on  all 
the  fouthern  parts  of  that  cape.  On 
a  fudden  a  whitifhfpot  appeared  on 
the  fea  in  that  quarter,  and  %  co¬ 
lumn  arofe  out  of  it,  looking  like 
a  glafs  tube  ;  another  feemed  to 
come  down  from  the  clouds  to  meet 
this,  and  they  made  a  coalition, 
forming  what  is  commonly  called  a 
water-fpout.  A  little  while  after  we 
took  notice  of  three  other  columns, 
which  were  formed  in  the  fame 
manner  as  the  firfL  The  neared 
of  all  thefe  was  about  three  miles 
dillant,  and  its  apparent  diameter, 
as  far  as  we  could  guefs,  might  be 
about  fevcnty  fathom  at  the  bafe. 
We  found  our  thermometer  at  5 6f- 
when  this  phenomenon  firft  took 
its  rife.  The  nature  of  water- 
fipouts  and  their  caufes  being  hi¬ 
therto  very  little  known,  we  were 
extremely  attentive  to  mark  every 
little  circumftance  attendant  on  this 
-appearance.  Their  bafe,  where 
the  water  of  the  fea  was  violently 


agitated,  and  rofe  in  a  fpiral  form 
in  vapours,  was  a  broad  fpot, 
which  looked  bright  and  yellowifh 
when  illuminated  by  the  fun.  The 
column  was  of  a  cylindrical  form, 
rather  increafmg  in  width  towards 
the  upper  extremity.  Thefe  co¬ 
lumns  moved  forward  on  the  furface 
of  the  fea,  and  the  clouds  not  fol¬ 
lowing  them  with  equal  rapidity, 
they  affirmed  a  bent  or  incurvated 
fhape,  and  frequently  appeared 
eroding  each  other,  evidently  pro¬ 
ceeding  in  different  directions ; 
from  whence  we  concluded,  that  it 
being  calm,  each  of  thefe  water- 
fpouts  can  fed  a  windjof  its  own. 
At  lad  they  broke  one  after  ano¬ 
ther,  being  probably  too  much 
didended  by  the  difference  between 
their  motion  and  that  of  the  clouds. 
In  proportion  as  the  clouds  came 
nearer  to  us,  the  fea  appeared  more 
and  more  covered  with  ihort  broken 
waves,  arid  the  wind  continually 
veered  allround  the  compafs,  with¬ 
out  fixing  in  any  point.  We  foon 
faw  a  fpot  on  the  fea,  within  two 
hundred  fathom  of  us,  in  a  violent 
agitation.  The  water,  in  a  fpace 
of  fifty  or  fixty  fathoms,  moved 
towards  the  centre,  and  there  ri¬ 
ling  into  vapour,  by  the  force  of 
the  whirling  motion,  afeended  in 
a  fpiral  form  towards  the  clouds. 
Some  haildones  fell  on  board  about 
this  time,  and  the  clouds  looked 
exceedingly  black  and  louring 
above  us.  Dire&ly  over  the  whirl¬ 
pool,  if  I  may  fo  call  the  agitated 
fpot  on  the  lea,  a  cloud  gradually 
tapered  into  a  long  (lender  tube, 
which  feemed  to  defeend  to  meet 
the  rifing  fpiral,  and  foon  united 
with  it  into  a  lirait  column  of  a 
cylindrical  form.  We  could  di- 
ilindly  obferve  the  water  hurled 
upwards  with  the  greateff  violence. 
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in  a  fpiral,  and  it  appeared  that  it 
left  a  hoilow  fpace  in  the  centre  ; 
fo  that  we  concluded  the  water  only 
formed  a  hollow  tube,  indead  of 
a  folid  column.  We  were  ilrongly 
confirmed  in  this  belief  by  the  co¬ 
lour,  which  was  exactly  like  any 
hollow  g’afs  tube.  After  fome 
time  the  lad  water-fpout  was  in- 
curvated  and  broke  like  the  others, 
with  this  difference,  that  its  dif- 
junclion  was  attended  with  a  fialh 
of  lightning,  but  no  txplofion  was 
heard.  Our  fituation  during  all 
this  time  was  very  dangerous  and 
alarming  ;  a  phenomenon  which 
carried  fo  much  terrific  majedy  in 
it,  and  connected  as  it  were  the 
fea  with  the  clouds,  made  our  olded 
mariners  uneafy  and  at  a  lofs  how 
to  behave  ;  for  mod  of  them, 
though  they  have  viewed  water- 
fpouts  at  a  didance,  yet  had  never 
been  io  befet  with  them  as  we  were; 
and  all  withoutexception  had  heard 
dreadful  accounts  of  their  perni¬ 
cious  elfedls,  when  they  happened 
to  break  over  a  fhip.  We  prepared 
indeed  for  the  word,  by  cluing  up 
our  top  fail  s ;  but  it  was  the  gene¬ 
ral  opinion  that  our  mads  and 
yards  mud  have  gone  to  w'reck  if 
we  had  been  drawn  into  the  vortex. 
Ic  was  hinted  that  firing  a  gun  had 
commonly  fucceeded  in  breaking 
vv  a  ter- i  pouts,  by  the  drong  vibra¬ 
tion  it  cauies  in  the  air;  and  ac¬ 
cordingly  a  four  pounder  was  or¬ 
dered  to  be  got  ready,  but  our  peo¬ 
ple  being,  as  ufua),  very  dilatory 
about  it,  the  danger  was  pad  be¬ 
fore  we  could  try  this  experiment. 
How  far  eledlricity  may  be  con- 
fidered  as  the  caufe  of  this  pheno¬ 
menon,  we  could  not  determine 
with  any  precihon  ;  fo  much  how¬ 
ever  feems  certain,  that  it  has  fome 
Connection  with  it,  from  the  flaih 
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of  lightning,  which  was  plainly 
obferved  at  the  burding;  of  the  lad 
column.  The  whole  time,  from 
their  fird  appearance  to  the  diiTo- 
lution  of  the  lad,  was  about  three 
quarters  of  an  hour.  It  was  five 
o’clock  when  the  latter  happened, 
and  the  thermometer  then  dood  at 
54°  or  z|  degrees  lower,  than  when, 
they  began  to  make  their  appear¬ 
ance.  The  depth  of  water  we  had 
under  us  w'as  thirty-fix  fathom. 
The  place  we  were  in  was  analo¬ 
gous  to  molt  places  where  water- 
fpouts  have  been  obferved,  inaf- 
much  as  it  was  in  a  narrow  fea  or 
drait..  Dr.  Shaw  and  Thevenot 
faw  them  in  the  Mediterranean  and 
Perfian  Gulph  ;  and  they  are  com¬ 
mon  in  the  Wed  Indies,  the  Straits 
of  Malacca,  and  the  Chinefe  fea. 
Upon  the  whole,  we  were  not  for¬ 
tunate  enough  to  make  any  re¬ 
markable  dilcoveries  in  regard  to 
this  phenomenon  ;  ail  our  obferva- 
tions  only  tend  to  confirm  the  facls 
already  noticed  by  others,  and 
which  are  fo  largely  commented 
upon  &y  the  learned  Dr.  Benjamin 
Prankiin,  h  .  P„.  S.  His  ingenious 
hypothecs,  that  whirlwinds  and 
water- fpouts  have  a  common  ori¬ 
gin,  has  not  been  invalidated  by 
our  oblervations  We  refer  our 
philofophical  readers  to  his  papers, 
as  containing  the  mod  complete 
and  fatisfa&ory  account  of  water- 
fpouts. 


Singular  Cafe  of  a  Boy  Jlruck  with 
Horror  at  an  Execution  in  France. 

AMES  DEREAU,  apprentice 
to  an  engraver,  aged  fourteen 
years,  born  at  Eoncainbieau,  lived 
in  the  dreet  d’Enfer  in  Paris,  near 
the  Font  Rouge ,  with  his  mailer  the 

Sieur 
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Sieur  Montabon,  who  occupied  an  round  him  ;  his  cries  were  lefs  fre- 
apartment,  two  chambers  of  which  quent;  his  difpofition,  naturally 
look  towards  the  Greve.  gentle  and  weak,  made  him  trad- 

This  youth  was  in  one  of  thofe  able.  He  had  two  abfceffes  formed 
chambers,  with  one  Leroux,  his  near  the  loins  ;  they  were  opened, 
companion,  May  6,  the  day  of  the  and  foon  healed.  He  left  the  hof- 
execution  of  des  Rues  :  his  mailer,  pita!  Aug.  1,  having  recovered 


mi  lire  fs,  and  fame  of  their  friends, 
were  in  the  other  chamber. 

At  the  moment  of  the  criminal’s 
leaving  the  Town-houfe,  Dereau, 
apprized  by  his  companion,  felt  an 
extraordinary  emotion  ,  this  agita- 
tion  was  prodigiously  increafed 
when  this  unfortunate  wretch  was 
thrown  into  the  lire.  Dereau  was 
inftantly  feized  with  a  violent  head- 
ach,  and  a  great  fufrocation  and 
uneaftnefs.  In  the  night  he  was 
difturbed  by  frightful  dreams  ;t  the 
objed  that  had  ftruck  him  remain¬ 
ed  ftronoly  impreffed  on  his  brain. 
Next  day  his  diibrder  and  uneaft- 
nefs  increafed  ;  on  the  9th  he  was 
brought  to  the  Hofpital  of  Chari¬ 
ty  :  he  continued  in  the  fame  liqu¬ 
ation  for  above  a  month.  He  had 
alfoafever,  all  his  motions  were 
convulfive,  his  looks  were  expref- 
live  of  fright  ;  the  leak  noile,  the 
approach  of  thofe  who  took  care  of 
him,  feemed  to  infpire  him  with 
horror.  He  uttered  incelfantly, 
by  day  and  night,  deep  and.  bitter 
cries ;  he  forcibly  kept  his  eyes 
fhut ;  he  refufed  all  food  and  me¬ 
dicines  }  he  was  extremely  weak 
and  emaciated  ;  at  length  he  had  a 
cramp,  which  lafted  forty-eight 
hours.  This  alarming  attack 
yielded  to  the  application  of  bl li¬ 
ters  ;  but  the  fame  time  his  bel¬ 
ly  fwelled.  This  new  fymptom 
was  fuccefsfully  combated  by  bark 
glifters,  and  from  that  time  the 
violence  of  the  diforder  abated. 
The  boy  began  to  open  his  eyes, 
ventured  tp  look  at  the  objects 


his  fl'efh  and  all  his  fenfes.  No¬ 
thing  remains  but  a  little  oppreffion 
and  difficulty  of  expreffing  himfelf, 
and  a  voice  almoft  loft  ;  infteaa  of 
which  l>e  afferts  that  his  pronunci¬ 
ation  was  clear,  and  his  voice  fo- 
norous.  This  remarkable  diforder 
is  not  the  only  one  occasioned  by 
the  wretched  des  Rues  :  a  woman, 
ill  before,  it  is  true,  was  ft)  affe&ed 
by  the  particulars  of  his  villainy, 
that  Ihe  thought  herfelf  fufpeded 
of  being  his  accomplice  ;  and  this 
impreftion  deprived  this  poor  crea¬ 
ture  of  her  fenfes,  fo  that  (he  threw 
herfelf  out  at  window  from  a  third 
ftory,  but  did  not  iofe  her  life  by 
the  fail. 


Account  of  the  Mildew,  confidered  as 
the  principal  Caufe  of  Epidemic 
Difeajes  among  the  Cattle  ;  with 
Directions  concerning  the  Manner 
of  treating  thefe  Dijeafes. 

7|  /|'  J.  S.  Segar,  the  author  of 
IVl  ©  a  treatife  upon  this  fubjedt, 
obferves  that  the  mildew,  which  he 
conftders  as  a  kind  of  ruft,  is  of  fuch 
a  ffiarp  and  corroftve  nature  that  it 
raifes  blifters  on  the  feet  of  the 
fhepherds,  who  go  bare-foot,  and 
even  confumes  the  hoofs  of  the  cat¬ 
tle.  He  fufpedts  that  it  has  more 
or  lefs  the  quality  of  arfenic,  though 
he  does  not  pretend  to  affirm  this 
pofttively.  its  pernicious  influ¬ 
ence,  according  to  him,  is  rendered 
kill  more  powerful  by  a  variety  of 
circumftanees,  fuch  as  fending  the 
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cattle  into  the  fields  too  early  in 
the  fpring,  their  drinking  water 
mixed  with  ice,  or  bat  lately  thaw¬ 
ed,  their  being  kept  in  ftables  that 
are  too  clofe  and  filthy,  and  are 
rot  fufficiently  aired.  The  mildew, 
producing  the  difeafe,  is  that  which 
dries  and  burns  the  ?rafs  and  leaves. 

,  o 

It  falls  ufually  in  the  morning, 
particularly  after  a  thunder-florm. 
Its  poifonous  quality,  (which  does 
not  continue  above  twenty-four 
hours)  never  operates,  but  when  it 
has  been  fwallowed  immediately 
after  its  falling:.  The  diforder  it 
occafions,  attacks  the  ftomach,  is 
accompanied  with  pimples  oh  the 
tongue,  with  lofs  of  appetite,  with 
the  deficcation  of  the  aliments  in 
the  ftomach,  with  a  cough  and  a 
difficulty  of  refpiration.  As  a  pre- 
fervative,  the  author  prescribes 
purging  in  fpring  and  in  winter. 
The  medicine  he  advifes  is  com- 
pofed  of  thirty  grains  of  fulphur  of 
antimony  and  fixty  grains  of  refin 
of  jalap.  He  is  againft  vomiting, 
and  every  thing  that  is  of  a  heating 
nature. 


Account  of  a  -poifonous  Fijb  found  in 
the  South  Seas ,  by  Capt.  Cook. 

THIS  fifh  was  of  the  genus  by 
Linnxus  named  tetraodou. 
It  refembled  in  fhape  the  fun-fiih, 
and  bad  a  large,  long,  ugly  head. 
During  the  ftay  of  the  Refolution 
at  the  ifiand  of  New  Caledonia,  the 
captain’s  clerk  had  purchafed  it 
from  one  of  the  natives,  who  had 
killed  it  with  a  fpear.  Captain 
Cook  having  no  fufpicion  of  its 
feeing  of  a  poifonous  nature,  or¬ 
dered  it  to  be  drefted  for  fupper, 
but  fortunately  the  operations  of 
drawing  and  deferibing  it  took  up 


fo  much  time,  that  the  liver  and 
roe  only  were  ferved  up  that  even¬ 
ing,  and  the  remainder  preferred 
for  the  next  day.  As  the  liver  was 
large  and  oily,  though  without  any 
particular  bad  tafte,  the  captain 
and  the  two  Mr.  Forfters  only  tailed 
it.  About  three  o’clock  in  the 
morning,  Mr.  Forfter  awaking 
found  himfelf  extremely  giddy,  and 
his  hands  and  feet  entirely,  as  it 
were,  benumbed.  He  got  up, 
and  was  fcarcely  able  to  ftand ; 
and  Captain  Cook  and  the  younger 
Mr.  Forfter,  upon  being  awakened, 
found  themfelves  in  the  fame  fixa¬ 
tion.  The  fymptoms  were  fome- 
what  alarming.  Their  limbs  were 
benumbed,  and  without  fenfation, 
fo  that  they  could  not  diftinguifti 
between  light  and  heavy  bodies  ; 
the  blood  had  left  their  cheeks, 
their  lips  became  livid,  and  a  great 
degree  of  languor  and  opprellion 
had  taken  place.  Emetics  were 
adminiftered  to  them  by  the  fur- 
geon,  Mr.  Patton,  and  afterwards 
ludorifics.  Thefe  medicines  gave 
them  great  relief,  and  in  a  few  days 
they  were  all  reftored  to  health 
without  any  bad  confequences  re¬ 
maining.  Some  dogs  which  had 
feized  upon  the  remains  of  the  liver 
were  taken  extremely  ill,  and  a  pig 
which  had  eaten  the  entrails  of  the 
fifh  died  foon  after,  being  fwelled 
to  an  unufual  fize.  The  day  after 
the  fifh  was  purchafed,  fome  of  the 
natives  came  on  board.  At  light 
of  the  fifh,  which  was  hung  under 
the  half-deck,  they  made  figns  that 
it  occafioned  pains  in  the  ftomach, 
drowfinefs  and  death  ;  and  when 
it  was  offered  them  they  refufed  it 
with  the  ftrongeft  marks  of  aver- 
fion. — The  fifh  was  prefer ved  by 
Mr.  Forfter  in  fpirits  of  wine,  and 
brought  over  to  England. 

On 
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On  the  Food  or  Nutriment  of  Plants , 
extracted  from  the  Notes  of  DoSior 
Htinter’j  Edition  of  Evelyn’j 
Sylva. 

IT  is  of  the  utmoft  confluence 
to  determine  what  is  the  food 
of  plants.  Upon  that  queftion  phi- 
lofophers  have  widely  differed. 
From  a  number  of  experiments, 
accurately  conducted,  I  am  led  to 
believe  that  all  vegetables,  from  the 
by  flop  upon  the  wall  to  the  cedar 
of  Lebanon,  receive  their  principal 
aourifhment  from  oily  particles 
incorporated  with  water,  by  means 
of  an  alkaline  fait  or  abforbent 
earth.  Till  oil  is  made  mifcible, 
it  is  unable  to  enter  the  radical 
veffels  of  vegetables;  and,  on.  that 
account,  providence  has  bounti¬ 
fully  fupplied  all  natural  foils  with 
chalky  or  other  abforbent  particles. 
I  fay  natural  foils,  for  thofe  which 
have  been  a  Lifted  by  art  are  fed]  of 
materials  for  that  purpofe ;  fuch 
as  lime,  marl,  foap-afhes,  and  the 
volatile  alkaline  fait  of  putr  d 
dunghills.  It  may  be  afked, 
whence  do  natural  foils  receive  their 
oily  particles  ?  I  anfwer,  the  air 
fupplies  them.  During  the  fum- 
mer  months,  the  atmofpkere  is  full 
of  putrid  exhalations  arifing  from 
the  fleam  of  dunghills,  the  peifpi- 
ration  of  animals  and  irr.oak. 
Every  fhower  brings  down  thefe 
oleaginous  particles  for  the  nourifh.- 
ment  of  plants. 

The  ingenious  Mr.  .Tull,  and 
others,  have  contended  for  earth’s 
being  the  food  of  plants.  If  fo, 
all  foils  equally  tilled  would  prove 
equally  prolific.  The  increafed 
fertility  of  a  well-pulverifed  foil, 
induced  him  to  imagine  that  the 
plow  could  fo  minutely  divide  the 
p  .rticles  of  earth,  as  to  fit  them 


for  entering  into  the  roots  of  plants* 
An  open  foil,  if  not  too  light  in  its 
own  nature,  will  always  produce 
plentiful  crops.  It  readily  teceives 
the  air,  rains,  and  dews  into  its 
bofom,  and  at  the  fame  time  gives 
the  roots  of  plants  a  free  paiTage  in 
queft  of  food.  This  is  the  true 
reafon  why  land  well  tilled  is  fo 
remarkably  fruitful.  — Water  is 
thought,  by  fome,  to  be  the  food 
of  vegetables,  when  in  reality  it  is 
only  the  vehicle  of  nourifnment. 
Water  is  an  heterogeneous  fluid, 
and  is  no  where  to  be  found  pure. 
It  always  contains  a  folution  of 
animal  or  vegetable  fubftances. 
Thefe  conftitute  the  rtouri  foment  of 
plants,  and  the  element  in  which 
they  are  minutely  fufpended,  adds 
only  as  a  vehicle,  in  guiding  them 
through  the  fine  veffels  of  the  ve¬ 
getable  body.  The  hyacinth,  and 
other  bulbous  roots,  are  known  to 
perfedt  their  flowers  in  pure  water. 
Hence  fuperficia!  obfervers  have 
drawn  an  argument  in  favour  of 
water  being  the  food  of  vegetables. 
But  the  truth  is,  the  roots,  ftem, 
and  dowers  of  fuch  plants  are  nou- 
rifhed  by  the  mucilaginous  juices  i 
of  the  bulb,  diluted  by  the  fur¬ 
rounding  water.  This  mucilage  is 
juft  fufffcient  to  perfect  the  flower-^, 
and  no  more.  Such  a  bulb  neither 
forms  feeds,  nor  fends  forth  off- 
lets.  At  the  end  of  the  feafon,  it 
appears  weak,  fhrivelled,  and  ex- 
haufted,  and  is  rendered  unfit  to 
produce  flowers  the  fucceeding 
year.  A  root  of  the  fame  kind, 
that  has  been  fed  by  the  oily  and 
mucilaginous  juices  of  the  earth, 
effentially  differs  in  every  particu¬ 
lar.  It  has  a  plump  appearance, 
is  full  of  mucilage — with  ofF-fets 
upon  its  fides.  All  rich  foils,  in  a 
date  of  nature,  contain  oil  ;  and 
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In  thofe  lands  which  have  been  un¬ 
der  the  plow  for  fome  years,  it  is 
found  in  proportion  to  the  quantity 
of  putrid  dung  that  has  been  laid 
upon  them,  making  an  allowance 
for  the  crops  they  have  fuftuined. — 
To  fet  this  matter  in  a  clearer  light, 
let  us  attend  to  the  effects  of  ma¬ 
nures  of  an  oily  nature,  and  we 
jfhall  foon  be  fatisfied  that  oil,  how¬ 
ever  modified,  is  one  of  the  chief 
things  concerned  in  vegetation. 
Rape-dud,  when  laid  upon  land, 
is  a  fpeedy  and  certain  manure,, 
though  an  expenfive  one,  and  will 
generally  anfwer  bed  on  a  lime- 
ilone  land,  or  where  the  foil  has 
been  moderately  limed.  This  fpe- 
cies  of  manure  is  much  edeemed 
by  the  farmer.  It  contains  the 
food  of  plants  ready  prepared  ;  but 
as  it  is  not  capable  ofloofening  the 
foil  by  any  fermentation,  the  lands 
upon  which  it  is  laid  ought  to  be 
in  excellent  tilth.  At  prefect, 
that  uleful  -article  of  hufibandry  is 
much  diminifhed  in  goodnefs,  ow¬ 
ing  to  the  impjoved  methods  of 
extracting  the  oil  from  the  rape. 
Heat  and  preffure  are  employed  in 
a  double  degree.  —  Farmers  that 
live  in  the  neighbourhood  of  large 
towns  ufe  abundance  of  foot.  It  is 
an  oily  manure,  but  different  from 
the  former,  containing  alkaline 
fait  in  its  own  nature,  calculated 
as  well  for  opening  the  foil,  as  for 
rendering  the  oily  parts  mifcible 
with  water.  It  is  cbferved  that  pi¬ 
geons  dung  is  a  rich  and  hady  ma¬ 
nure.  Thefe  animals  feed  chiefly 
upon  grains  and  oily  feeds ;  it  mull 
therefore  be  expe&ed  that  their 
dung  fhould  contain  a  large  pro¬ 
portion  of  oil.  The  dung  of  dable- 
kept  horfes  is  alfo  a  drong  manure, 
and  fhould  not  be  ufed  until  it  has 
undergone  the  putrid  ferment ,  in 


order  to  mix  and  affimilate  its  oily, 
watery,  and  faline  parts.  Beans, 
oats,  and  hay,  contain  much  oil. 
The  dung  of  horfes,  that  are  kept 
upon  green  herbage,  is  of  a  weaker 
kind,  containing  much  lefs  oil. 
Swines  dung  is  of  a  faponaceous 
and  oily  nature,  and  perhaps  is  the 
riched  of  the  animal  manures. 
When  made  into  a  compofl  and  ap¬ 
plied  with  judgment,  it  is  excellent 
for  arable  lands.  The  dung  of 
ruminant  animals,  as  cows  and 
fheep,  is  preferable  to  that  of  horfes 
at  grafs,  owing  to  the  quantity  of 
animaljuices  mixed  with  their  food 
in  chewing.  And  here  I  beg  leave 
to  remark  in  general,  that  the  fat¬ 
ter  the  animal,  ceteris  paribus ,  the 
richer  the  dung.  Human  ordure 
is  full  of  oil  and  a  volatile  alkaline 
fait.  By  itfelf,  it  is  too  drong  a 
manure  for  any  land  ;  it  fhould 
therefore  be  made  into  a  compoft 
before  it  is  ufed.  The  dung  of 
carnivorous  animals  is  plentifully 
dored  with  oil.  Animals  that  feed 
upon  feeds  and  grains  come  next, 
and  after  them  follow  thofe  which 
fubfid  upon  grafs  only.  To  fuit 
thefe  different  manures  to  their  pro¬ 
per  foils,  requires  the  greated  judg¬ 
ment  of  the  farmer,  as  what  may 
be  proper  for  cne  foil,  may  be 
highly  detrimental  to  another. 

In  order  to  ftrengthen  my  argu¬ 
ment  in  favour  of  oil  being  the 
principal  food  of  plants,  I  mud  beg 
leave  to  obferve,  that  all  vegeta¬ 
bles,  whofe  feeds  are  of  an  oily 
nature,  are  found  to  be  remarkable 
impoverifhers  of  the  foil,  as  hemp, 
rape,  and  dax  -y  for  which  reafon, 
the  bed  manures  for  lands  worn  out 
by  thefe  crops,  are  fuch  as  have  a 
good  deal  of  oil  in  their  compofl- 
tion ;  but  then  they  mud  be  laid 
on  with  lime,  chalk,  marl,  or 
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foap-athes,  fo  as  to  render  the  oily 
particles  mifcible  with  water. 
Tbe  book  of  nature  may  be  dil- 
played,  to  fhew  that  oiiy  particles 
conflicute  the  nourifhment  of  plants 
in  their  embryo  date  ;  and,  by  a 
fair  inference,  we  may  fuppofe 
that  fornething  of  the  fame  nature 
is  continued  to  them  as  they  ad  - 
Yance  in  growth.  The  oily  feeds, 
as  rape,  hemp,  line,  and  turnip, 
can  fill  of  two  lobes,  which,  when 
fpread  upon  the  furface,  form  the 
feminal  leaves.  In  them  the  whole 
oil  of  the  feed  is  contained.  The 
moifmre  of  the  atmofphere  pene¬ 
trates  the  cuticle  of  the  leaves,  and 
mixing  with  the  oil,  conftitutes  an 
emulfion  for  the  nourifhment  of  the 
plant.  The  fweetnefs  of  this 
balmy  fluid  invites  the  fly,  againft 
which  no  fufRcient  remedy  has,  as 
yet,  been  difcovered.  The  olea¬ 
ginous  liquor  being  confumed,  the 
feminal  leaves  decay,  having  per¬ 
formed  the  office  of  a  mother  to 
her  tender  infant.  To  per  fobs  un¬ 
acquainted  with  the  analogy  be¬ 
tween  plants  and  animals,  this  re¬ 
flexion  will  appear  ftrange.  No¬ 
thing,  however,  is  more  demon  - 
ffrahle.' — The  leguminous  and  fa¬ 
rinaceous  plants  keep  their  pla¬ 
centa,  or  feminal  leaves,  within 
the  earth  5  in  which  fltuation  they 
fupply  the  tender  germ  with  oily 
nutriment,  until  its  roots  are  grown 
fufHciently  ftrong  to  penetrate  the 
foil. 

It  is  ufual  to  talk  of  the  falts  of 
the  earth  ;  but  chymiftry  has  not 
been  able  to  difcover  any  falts  in 
land  which  has  not  been  manured, 
though  oil  may  be  readily  obtained 
from  every  foil,  the  very  Tandy 
ones  excepted.  Marl,  though  a 
rich  manure,  has  no  falts.  It  is 
thought  to  contain  a  fmall  portion 
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of  oleaginous  matter,  and  an  ah- 
forbent  earth,  of  a  nature  fi rnilar 
to  lime’ftone,  with  a  large  quantity 
of  clay  intermixed.  Lime  mixed 
with  clay  comes  nearePc  to  the  na¬ 
ture  pf  marl  of  any  fadtitious  body 
that  we  know  of,  and  may  be  ufed 
asfueh,  where  it  can  be  had  with¬ 
out  much  expence.  By  increafing 
the  quantity  of  clay,  it  will  make 
an  excellent  compofi:  for  a  light 
Tandy  foil ;  but  to  make  the  ground 
fertile,  woollen  rags,  rotten  dung, 
or  any  oily  manure,  fhould  be  in¬ 
corporated  with  it  Tome  time  be¬ 
fore  it  is  laid  on.  — It  is  a  received 
opinion,  that  lime  enriches  the 
land  it  is  laid  upon,  by  means  of 
fupplying  a  fait  fit  for  the  nourifh¬ 
ment  of  plants ;  but  by  all  the  ex¬ 
periments  that  have  been  made 
upon  lime,  it  is  found  to  contain 
no  kind  of  fait.  Its  operation  there¬ 
fore  fhould  be  confidered  in  a  dif¬ 
ferent  light;  by  the  fermentation 
that  it  induces,  the  earth  is  opened 
and  divided,  and,  by  its  abforbent 
and  alkaline  quality,  it  unites  the 
oiiy  and  watery  parts  or  the  foil. 

It  alfo  Teems  to  have  the  property 
of  collecting  the  acid  of  the  air, 
which  it  readily  forms  into  a  neu¬ 
tral  lalt  of  great  ule  in  vegetation. 
From  viewing  lime  in  this  light, 
it  is  probable  that  it  tends  to  rob 
the  foil  of  its  oily  particles,  and  in 
time  will  render  it  barren,  unlefs 
we  take  care  to  fupport  it  with  rot¬ 
ten  dung,  or  other  manures  of  an 
oily  nature.  As  light  Tandy  foils 
contain  but  a  fmall  portion  of 
oleaginous  particles,  we  fhould  be 
extremely  cautious  not  to  overdo 
them  with  lime  ;  unlefs  we  can  at 
the  fame  time  affitt  them  liberally 
with  rotten  dung,  woollen  rags, 
Ihavings  of  horn,  and  other  ma¬ 
nures  of  an  animal  kind.  Its  great 

excellence, 
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excellence,  however,  upon  a  Tandy 
Toil,  is  by  mechanically  binding 
the  looTe  particles,  and  thereby 
preventing  the  liquid  parts  of  the 
mahure  from  efcaping  out  of  the 
reach  of  the  radical  fibres  of  the 
plants.  Upon  clay  the  effeCt  of 
lime  is  different;  for  by  means  of 
the  gentle  fermentation  that  it  pro¬ 
duces,  theunfubdued  foil  is  opened 
and  divided  ;  the  manures  laid  on 
readily  come  into  contact  with 
every  part  of  it ;  and  the  fibres  of 
the  plants  have  full  liberty  to 
fpread  themfelves.  It  is  generally 
faid  that  lime  anfwers  better  upon 
fand  than  clay.  This  obfervation 
will  undoubtedly  hold  good  as  long 
as  the  farmer  continues  to  lime  his 
clay  lands  in  a  fcanty  manner.  Let 
him  treble  the  quantity,  and  he 
will  then  be  convinced  that  lime  is 
better  for  clay  than  fand.  It  may 
be  juftly  anfwered,  that  the  profits 
will  not  admit  of  the  expence.  I 
agree.  But  then  it  mull  be  under- 
Hood  that  it  is  the  application, 
and  not  the  nature  of  the  lime,  that 
fhould  be  called  in  queltion.  Clay, 
well  limed,  will  fall  i n  water,  and 
ferment  with  acids.  Its  very  na¬ 
ture  is  changed.  Under  fuch  agree¬ 
able  circumllances,  the  air,  rains, 
and  dews  are  freely  admitted,  and 
the  foil  is  enabled  to  retain  the 
nourifhment  that  each  of  them 
brings.  In  confequence  of  a  fer¬ 
mentation  raifed  in  the  foil,  the 
fixed  air  is  fet  at  liberty,  which, 
in  a  wonderful  manner,  promotes 
vegetation.  It  is  the  nature  of 
dime  to  attract  oils  and  dilfolve  ve¬ 
getable  bodies.  Upon  thefe  prin¬ 
ciples  we  may  account  for  the  won¬ 
derful  effects  of  lime  in  the  im¬ 
provement  of  black  moor- land. 
Moor-earth  confills  of  diffolved, 
and  half- dilTolved,  vegetable  fub- 
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fiances.  It  is  full  of  oil.  Lime 
affimilates  the  one  anddiffolves  the 
other.  Such  lands,  not  originally 
worth  fourpence  per  acre,  may  be 
made,  by  paring,  burning,  and 
liming,  to  produce  plentiful  crops 
of  turneps,  which  may  be  followed 
with  oats,  barley,  or  grafs-feeds, 
according:  to  the  inclination  of  the 
owner.  Thefe  obfervations,  how¬ 
ever,  are  rather  foreign  to  the  pre- 
fent  argument,  to  which  I  fhall 
now  return. 

To  the  univerfal  principle,  oil, 
we  mull  add  another  of  great  effi¬ 
cacy,  though  very  little  underftood  ; 
I  mean  the  nitrous  acid  of  the  air. 
That  the  air  does  contain  the  ru¬ 
diments  of  nitre,  is  demonllrable 
from  the  manner  of  making  falt- 
petre  in  the  different  parts  of  the 
world.  The  air  contains  no  fuch 
fait  as  perfeCl  nitre  ;  it  is  a  facti¬ 
tious  fait,  and  is  made  by  the  ni¬ 
trous  acid  falling  upon  a  proper 
matrix.  The  makers  of  nitre  form 
that  matrix  of  the  rubbilh  of  old 
houfes,  fat  earth,  and  any  fixed 
alkaline  fait.  The  univerfal  acid, 
as  it  is  called,  is  attracted  by  thefe 
materials,  and  forms  true  nitre, 
which  is  rendered  pure  by  means 
of  cryhallization,  and  in  that  form, 
it  is  brought  to  us.  In  very  hot 
countries  the  natural  earth  forms  a 
matrix  for  nitre,  which  makes  the 
operation  very  ffiort.  It  is  ob- 
ferved  that  nitre  is  moil  plentifully 
formed  in  winter,  when  the  wind 
is  northerly  :  hence  we  may  un¬ 
derhand  the  true  reafon  why  farm¬ 
ers  and  nurferymen  lay  up  their 
lands  in  high  ridges  during  the 
winter  months.  The  good  effe&s 
of  that  operation  are  wholly  attri¬ 
buted  to  the  mechanical  aClion  of 
the  froll  upon  the  ground.  Light 
foils,  as  well  as  the  tough  ones, 
H  may 


o8 


ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1777: 


may  be  expofed  in  bigii  ridges, 
but  with  feme  limitation,  hi  ore  er 
to  imitate  the  mud  walls  m  Ger¬ 
many,  which  are  found,  by  expe¬ 
rience,  to  colled  confiderable  quan¬ 
tities  of  nitre  during  the  winter. 
After  faying  fo  much  in  praife  or 
nitre,  it  will  be  expe&ed  that.  I 
ihould  produce  fome  proofs  of  its 
efficacy,  when  ufed  as  manure.  I 
mull  confefs  that  experiments  do 
not  give  11s  any  fuch  proofs.  Per¬ 
haps  too  large  a  quantity  has  been 
ufed;  or  rather,  it  could  not  be 
reftored  to  the  earth  with  its  parti¬ 
cles  fo  minutely  divided,  as  when 
it  remained  united  with  the  foil, 
by  means  of  the  chymiifry  of  na¬ 
ture.  I  fhall  therefore  confider  this 
nitrous  acid,  or,  as  philofophers 
call  it,  the  acidum  wagum,  in  the 
light  of  a  vivifying  principle,  with 
whole  operation  we  are  not  yet 
fully  acquainted. —A  curious  ob~ 
ferver  will  remark,  that  there  fub- 
fifts  a  ftrong  analogy  between 
plants  and  animals.  Oil  and  wa¬ 
ter  feem  to  make  up  the  nourifh- 
inent  of  both.  Earth  enters  very 
little  into  the  compofition  of  ei- 
th  er.  It  is  known  that  animals 
take  in  a  great  many  earthy  par¬ 
ticles  at  the  mouth,  but  they  are 
loon  difeharged  by  urine  and  (look 
Vegetables  take  in  the  fmalleft  por¬ 
tion  imaginable  of  earth  ;  and  the 
reafon  is,  they  have  no  way  to 
di  (charge  it.  It  is  highly  proba¬ 
ble,  that  the  radical  fibres  of 
plants  take  up  their  nourifhment 
from  the  earth,  in  the  fame  man¬ 
ner  that  the  lafteal  veffels  abforb 
the  nutriment  from  the  inteftines ; 
and  as  the  oily  and  watery  parts  of 
our  food  are  perfectly  united  into  a 
milky  liquor,  by  means  of  the  fpit- 
tle,  pancreatic  juice,  and  bile, 
before  they  enter  the  la&eals,  we 
6  '  '  ■'  ' 


have  all  the  reafon  imaginable  to 
keep’  up  the  analogy,  and  fuppofe 
that  the  oleaginousand  watery  parts 
of  the  foil  are  alfo  incorporated, 
previous  to  their  being  taken  up 
by  the  a,bforbing  velTels  of  the 
plant.  To  form  a  perfedl  judg¬ 
ment  of  this,  we  muft  reflect  that 
every  foil,  in  a  date  of  nature,  has 
in  itfel-f  a  quantity  of  abforbent 
earth,  fufficient  to  incorporate  its 
inherent  oil  and  water  ;  but  when 
we  load  it  with  fat  manure?,  it 
becomes  effentially  qeceftary  to  be¬ 
llow  upon  it,  at  the  fame  time, 
fomething  to  affimilate  the  parts. 
Lime,  foap-afnes,  kelp,  marl,  and 
all  the  alkaline  fubftances,  perform 
that  office.  In  order  to  render  this 
operation  vifible  to  the  fenfes : 
Dilfolve  one  drachm  of  Ruffia  pot- 
afh  in  four  ounces  of  water;  then 
add  one  fpoonful  of  oil.  Shake 
the  mixture,  and  it  will  inltantly 
become  an  uniform  mafs  of  a  whi- 
tifh  colour,  adapted  to  all  the  pur- 
pofes  of  vegetation.  Thiseafy  and 
familar  experiment  is  a  juft  repre¬ 
fen  cation  of  what  happens  after  the 
operation  of  Burn- baking,  and 
confequently  may  be  confidered  as 
a  confirmation  of  the  hypothefts 
advanced.- — Let  us  attend  to  the 
procefs.  The  fward  being  reduced 
to  allies,  a  fixed  alkaline  fait  is 
produced.  The  moifture  of  the 
atmofphere  foon  reduces  that  fait 
into  a  fluid  ftate,  which,  mixing 
with  the  foil,  brings  aboutan  union 
of  the  oily  and  watery  parts,  in  the 
manner  demon ftrated  by  the  expe¬ 
riment.  When  the  under  ftratura 
conftfts  of  a  rich  vegetable  mould, 
the  effects  of  Burn-baking  will  be 
lading  ;  but  when  the  foil  happens 
to  be  thin  and  poor,  the  fir  ft  crop 
frequently  fufrers  before  it  arrives 
at  maturity.  The  farmer  there¬ 
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fore,  who  is  at  the  expence  of  par¬ 
ing  and  burning  a  thin  foil,  fhould 
bellow  upon  it  a  portion  of  rotten 
dung,  or  fhambles  manure,  before 
the  alhes  are  fpread,  in  order  to 
fupply  the  deficiency  of  oily  parti¬ 
cles.  In  confequence  of  this  pru¬ 
dent  management,  the  crop  will  be 
Supported  during  its  growth,  and 
the  land  will  be  preferved  in  health 

and  vigour. - Hitherto  I  have 

conlidered  plants  as  nourifhed  by 
their  roots.  I  fhall  now  take'  a 
view  of  them  as  nouiifhed  by  their 
leaves.  An  attention  to  this  part 
of  the  vegetable  fyltem  is  eflential- 
Jy  necelTary.  Vegetables  that  have 
a  fucculent  leaf,  fuch  as  vetches, 
peafe,  beans,  and  buck-wheat, 
draw  a  great  part  of  their  nourifh- 
ment  from  the  air,  and  on  that 
account  impoverifk  the  foil  lefs  than 
wheat,  oats,  barley,  or  rye,  the 
leaves  of  which  are  of  a  firmer 
texture.  Rape  and  hemp  are  oil¬ 
bearing  plants,  and,  confequently, 
impoverifhers  of  the  foil  ;  but  the 
former  lefs  fo  than  the  latter,  ow¬ 
ing  to  the  greater  fucculency  of  its 
leaf.  The  leaves  of  all  kinds  of 
grain  are  fucculent  for  a  time,  du¬ 
ring  which  period  the  plants  take 
little  frbm  the  earth  ;  but  as  foon 
as  the  ear  begins  to  be  formed, 
they  Iofe  their  foftnefs,  and  di- 
minifh  in  their  attra&ive  power. 
The  radical  fibres  are  then  more 
vigoroufly  employed  in  extracting 
the  oily  particles  of  the  earth,  for 
the  nourifhment  of  the  feed. 

I  1  _ 

1  **  t  4 

On  the  Climate  of  America  ;  from 
Dr,  Robertlon’i  Hifory, 

HAT  mod  didinguifhes 
America  from  other  parts  of 
{he  earth,  is  the  peculiar  tempera¬ 
ture  of  its  climate,  and  the.difFer- 
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ent  laws  to  Which  it  is  fubjeCt  with 
refpeCt  to  the  diftribution  of  heat 
and  cold.  We  cannot  determine 
precifely  the  portion  of  heat  felt  in 
any  part  of  the  globe,  merely  by 
mealuring  its  diftance  from  the 
equator.  The  climate  of  a  country 
is  afFeCted,  in  fome  degree,  by  its 
elevation  above  the  fea,  by  the 
extent  of  continent,  by  the  nature 
of  the  foil,  the  height  of  adjacent 
mountains,  and  many  other  cir- 
cumftances.  The  influence  of  thefc, 
however,  is,  from  various  caufes, 
lefs  confiderable  in  the  greater  part 
of  the  ancient  continent ;  and  from 
kn  owing  the  pofltion  of  any  coun¬ 
try  there,  we  can  pronounce  with 
more  certainty  what  will  be  the 
warmth  of  its  climate,  and  the  na¬ 
ture  of  its  productions. 

The  maxims  which  are  founded 
upon  obfervation  of  our  hemifphere 
will  not  apply  to  the  other.  There, 
cold  predominates.  The  rigour  of 
the  frigid  zone  extends  over  half 
of  that  which  fhould  be  temperate 
by  its  pofltion.  Countries  Where 
the  grape  and  the  fig  fhould  ripen, 
are  buried  under  fnovv  one  half  of 
the  year ;  and  lands  fltuated  in 
the  fame  parallel  with  the  mod  fer¬ 
tile  and  bed  cultivated  provinces  in 
Europe,  are  chilled  with  perpetual 
frofts,  which  alrnoft  dedroy  the 
power  of  vegetation.  As  we  ad¬ 
vance  to  thofe  parts  of  America 
which  lie  in  the  fame  parallel  with 
provinces  of  Afia  and  Africa,  blef- 
fed  with  an  uniform  enjoyment  of 
fuch  genial  warmth  as  is  mod 
friendly  to  life  and  vegetation,  the 
dominion  of  cold  continues  to  be 
felt,  and  winter,  though  during  a 
fhort  period,  often  reigns  with  ex¬ 
treme  feverity.  If  we  proceed  along 
the  American  continent  into  the 
torrid  zone,  we  dial!  find  the  cold 
H  2  •  prev^- 
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prevalent  in  the  New  World  ex¬ 
tending  itfelf  alfo  to  this  region 
of  the  globe,  and  mitigating  the 
excels  of  its  fervour.  While  the 
negro  on  the  coaft  of  Africa  is 
fcorched  with  unremitting  heat, 
the  inhabitant  of  Peru  breathes  an 
air  equally  mild  and  temperate, 
and  is  perpetually  fhaded  under  a 
canopy  of  grey  clouds,  which  in¬ 
tercepts  the  fierce  beams  of  the  fun, 
without  obflru&ing  his  friendly  in¬ 
fluence.  Along  the  earftern  coaft 
of  A  m erica,  the  climate,  though 
more  fimilar  to  that  of  the  torrid 
zone  in  other  parts  of  the  earth, 
is  neverthelefs  confiderably  milder 
than  in  thofe  countries  of  Afia  and 
Africa  which  lie  in  the  fame  lati¬ 
tude.  If  from  the  fouthern  tropic 
we  continue  our  progrefs  to  the  ex¬ 
tremity  of  the  American  continent, 
we  meet  with  frozen  feas,  and 
countries  horrid,  barren,  and  fcarce- 
jy  habitable  for  cold,  fooner  than 
in  the  north. 

Various  caufes  combine  in  ren¬ 
dering  the  climate  of  America  fo 
extremely  different  from  that  of  the 
rnciertt  continent.  Though  the 
mm  oft  extent  of  America  towards 
the  north  be  not  yet  difeovered, 
we  know  that  it  advances  nearer 
to  the  pole  than  either  Europe  or 
Afia.  The  latter  have  large  feas 
to  the  nohb,  which  are  open  dur¬ 
ing  part  of  the  year  ;  and  even 
when  covered  with  ice,  the  wind 
that  blows  over  them  is  lefs  in- 
tenfely  cold  than  that  which  blow's 
over  land  in  the  fame  high  lati¬ 
tudes.  But  in  America  the  land 
fb  etches  from  the  river  St.  Lau¬ 
rence  towards  the  pple,  and  fpreads 
out  immensely  to  the  weft.  A 
chain  of  enormous  mountains,  co¬ 
vered  with  fnow  and  ice,  runs 
through  all  this  dreary  region.  The 


wind,  in  palling  over  fuch  an  ex¬ 
tent  of  high  and  frozen  land,  be¬ 
comes  fo  impregnated  with  cold, 
that  it  acquires  a  piercing  keennefs, 
which  it  retains  in  its  progrefs 
through  warmer  climates,  and  is 
not  entirely  mitigated  until  it  reach 
the  Gulph  of  Mexico.  Over  all 
the  continent  of  North  America, 
a  north-wefterly  wind  andexceffive 
cold  are  fynonymous  terms.  Even 
in  the  moft  fultry  weather,  the 
moment  that  the  wind  veers  to  that 
quarter,  its  penetrating  influence 
is  felt  in  a  tranfition  from  heat 
to  cold,  no  lefs  violent  than  Bid¬ 
den.  To  this  powerful  caufe  we 
may  afcribe  the  extraordinary  do¬ 
minion  of  cold,  and  its  violent  in¬ 
roads  into  the  fouthern  provinces  in 
that  part  of  the  globe. 

Other  caufes,  no  lefs  remark¬ 
able,  diminiih  the  a&ive  power  of 
heat  in  thofe  parts  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  continent  which  lie  between  the 
tropics.  In  all  that  portion  of  the 
globe,  the  wind  blows  in  an  inva¬ 
riable  direction  from  eaft  to  weft. 
As  this  wind  hold  its  courfe  acrofs 
the  ancient  continent,  it  arrives  at 
the  countries  which  ftretch  along 
the  weftern  fhore  of  Africa,  in¬ 
flamed  with  all  the  fiery  particles 
which  it  hath  collected  from  the 
fultry  plains  of  Afia,  and  the  burn¬ 
ing  land-s  in  the  African  defarts. 
The  coaft  of  Africa  is,  according¬ 
ly,  the  region  of  the  earth  which 
feels  the  moft  fervent  heat,  and  is 
expofed  to  the  unmitigated  ardour 
of  the  torrid  zone.  But  this  fame 
wind  which  brings  fuch  an  accef- 
fion  of  warmth  to  the  countries  ly¬ 
ing  between  the  river  of  Senegal 
and  Cafraria,  trav-erfes  the  Atlan¬ 
tic  Ocean  before  it  reaches  the 
American  fhore.  It  is  cooled  in 
its  pafTage  oyer  this  vaft  body  o| 
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water,  and  is  felt  as  a  refrefhing 
gale  along  the  coalls  of  Brafil,  and 
Guiana,  rendering  thefe  countries, 
though  among  the  warmed  in  Ame¬ 
rica,  temperate,  when  compared 
with  thofe  which  lie  oppofue  to 
them  in  Africa.  As  this  wind  ad¬ 
vances  in  its  courfe  acrofs  Ameri¬ 
ca,  it  meets  with  immenfe,  plains, 
covered  with  impenetrable  forefts, 
or  occupied  by  large  rivers,  marfhes, 
and  ftagnating  waters,  where  it 
can  recover  no  considerable  degree 
of  heat.  At  length  it  arrives  at 
the  Andes,  which  run  from  north 
to  fouth  through  the  whole  conti¬ 
nent.  In  palling  over  their  ele¬ 
vated  and  frozen  Summits,  it  is  fo 
thoroughly  cooled,  that  the  greater 
part  of  the  countries  beyond  them 
hardly  feel  the  ardour  to  which 
they  feem  expofed  by  their  Situa¬ 
tion.  In  the  other  provinces  of 
America,  from  Tierra  Firme  weft- 
ward  to  the  Mexican  empire,  the 
heat  of  the  climate  is  tempered,  in 
Some  places,  by  the  elevation  of 
the  land  above  the  fea,  in  others, 
by  their  extraordinary  humidity, 
and  in  all,  by  the  enormous  moun¬ 
tains  Scattered  over  this  trad.  The 
iflands  of  America  in  the  Torrid 
Zone  are  either  Small  or  moun¬ 
tainous,  and  are  fanned  alter¬ 
nately  by  refrefhing  fea  and  land 
breezes. 

The  caufes  of  the  extraordinary 
cold  towards  the  Southern  limits  of 
America,  and  in  the  Seas  beyond 
it,  cannot  be  ascertained  in  a  man¬ 
ner  equally  latisfying.  It  was  long 
fuppofed  that  a  vaft  continent,  di- 
Itinguifhed  by  the  name  of  ’Ttrra 
Aujlr alis  Incognita,  lay  between  the 
Southern  extremity  of  America  and 
the  Antarctic  pole.  The  fame 
principles  which  account  for  the 
extraordinary  degree  of  cold  in  the 
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northern  regions  of  America,  were 
employed  in  order  to  explain  that 
which  is  felt  at  Cape  Horn  and 
the  adjacent  countries..  The  im¬ 
menfe  extent  of  the  Southern  conti¬ 
nent,  and  the  large  rivers  which 
it  poured  into  the  ocean,  were  men¬ 
tioned  and  admitted  by  philoso¬ 
phers,  as  caufes  Sufficient  to  occafion 
the  unufual  fenfation  of  cold,  and 
the  Still  more  uncommon  appear¬ 
ances  of  frozen  Seas  in  that  region 
of  the  globe.  But  the  imaginary 
continent  to  which  Such  influence 
was  aferibed,  having  been  Search¬ 
ed  for  in  vain,  and  the  Space  which 
it  was  fuppofed  to  occupy  having 
been  found  to  be  an  open  fea,  new 
conjedures  muft  be  formed  with 
refped  to  the  caufes  of  a  tempera¬ 
ture  of  climate,  fo  extremely  dif¬ 
ferent  from  that  which  we  expe¬ 
rience  in  countries  removed  at  the 
fame  diftance  from  the  oppofue 
pole. 

Accofta  is  the  flrft  philofopher, 
as  far  as  I  know,  who  endeavoured 
to  account  for  the  different  degrees 
of  heat  in  the  old  and  new  conti¬ 
nents,  by  the  agency  of  the  winds 
which  blow  in  each.  Hift.  Mo¬ 
ral.  &c.  lib.  ii.  &  iii.  *  M.  de  Buf- 
fon  adopts  this  theory,  and  has 
not  only  improved  it  by  new  ob¬ 
servations,  but  has  employed  his 
amazing  powers  of  deferiptive  elo¬ 
quence  in  embellishing  and  placing 
it  in  the  molt  linking  light;  Some 
remarks  may  be  added,  which  tend 
to  illuftrate  more  fully  a  dodrine 
of  much  importance  in  every  in¬ 
quiry  concerning  the  temperature 
of  various  climates. 

When  a  cold  wind  blows  over 
land,  it  muft  in  its  paffage  rob  the 
Surface  of  Some  of  its  heat.  By 
means  of  this,  the  coldnefs  of  the 
wind  is  abated.  But  if  it  conti- 
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ri lie  to  blow  in  the  fame  direction, 
it  will  come,  by  degrees,  to  pafs 
over  a  furface  already  cooled,  and 
will  fuffer  no  longer  any  abatement 
of  its  own  keen nefs.  Thus  as  it 
advances  over  a  large  traft  of  land, 
it  brings  on  all  the  feverity  of  in- 
tenfe  froft. 

Let  the  fame  wind  blow  over  an 
extend ve  and  deep  fea  ;  the  iuper- 
iicial  water  inuft  be  immediately 
cooled  to  a  certain  degree,  and  the 
wind  proportionally  warmed.  But 
the  fuperficial  and  colder  water 
becoming  fpecifically  heavier  than 
the  warmer  water  below  it,  de¬ 
scends;  what  is  warmer  Supplies 
its  place,  which,  as  it  comes  to  be 
cooled  in  its  turn,  continues  to 
warm  the  air  which  paffes  over  it, 
or  to  dimmifti  its  cold.  This 
change  of  the  fuperficial  water,  and 
fucceffive  afcent  of  that  which  is 
warmer,  and  confequent  fucceffive 
abatement  of  coldnefs  in  the  air, 
is  aided  by  the  agitation  caufed  in 
the  fea  by  the  mechanical  action  of 
the  wind,  and  alfo  by  the  motion 
of  the  tides.  This  will  go  on, 
and  the  rigour  of  the  wind  will 
continue  to  diminilh  until  the 
whole  water  is  fo  far  cooled,  that 
the  water  on  the  furface  is  r.o  long¬ 
er  removed  from  the  adlion  of  the 
wind,  fail;  enough  to  hinder  it  from 
being  arrefted  by  froft.  Whenever 
the  furface  freezes,  the  wind  is  no 
longer  warmed  by  the  Water  from 
below,  and  it  goes  on  with  undi- 
ininifhed  cold. 

From  thofe  principles  may  be 
explained  the  feverity  of  winter 
fro  Its  in  extenfive  continents ;  their 
mildnefs  in  fmall  illands ;  and  the 
fbperior  rigour  of  winter  in  thofe 
parts  of  North  America  with  which 
we  are  heft  acquainted.  In  the 
north- weft  parts  of  Europe,  -wthe 


G  I  S  T  E  R,  1777. 

feverity  of  winter  is  mitigated  by 
the  weft  winds,  which  ulually  blow 
in  the  months  of  November,  De¬ 
cember,  and  part  of  January, 

On  the  otherhand,  when  a  warm 
wind  blows  over-land,  it  heats  the 
furface,  which  mult  therefore  ceafe 
to  abate  the  fervour  of  the  wind. 
But  the  fame  wind  blowing  over 
water,  agitates  it,  brings  up  the 
colder  water  from  below,  and  thus 
is  continually  lofmg  fomewhat  of 
its  own  heat. 

But  the  great  power  of  the  fea 
to  mitigate  the  heat  of  the  wind  or 
air  palling  over  it,  proceeds  from 
the  following  circumltance,  that  on 
account  of  the  tranfpgrency  of  the 
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fea,  its  furface  cannot  be  heated  to 
a  great  degree  by  the  fun’s  rays; 
whereas  the  ground,  fubjefted  to 
their  influence,  very  foon  acquires 
great  heat.  When,  therefore,  the 
wind  blows  over  a  torrid  continent, 
it  is  foon  railed  to  a  heat  a! moll  in¬ 
tolerable;  but  during  its  paffiage 
over  an  extenfive  ocean,  it  is  gra¬ 
dually  cooled  ;  fo  that  on  its  arri¬ 
val  at  the  far  theft  fhore,  it  is  again 
fit  for  refpiration. 

Thofe  principles  will  account 
for  the  fultry  heats  of  large  conti¬ 
nents  in  the  torrid  zone;  for  the 
mild  climate  of  illands  in  the  fame 
latitude  ;  and  for  the  fuperior 
warmth  in  fummer  which  large 
continents  fituated  in  temperate  or 
colder  zones  of  the  earth,  enjoy, 
when  compared  with  that  of  illands. 
The  heat  of  a  climate  depends  not 
only  upon  the  immediate  effedt  of 
the  fun’s  rays,  but  on  their  conti¬ 
nued  operation,  on  the  effect  which 
they  have  formerly  produced,  and 
which  remains  for  lome  time  in  the 
ground.  This  is  the  reafon  why 
the  day  is  warmeft  about  two  in 
the  afternoon,  the  fummer  warmeft 

about 


natural 

1  4 

pb'nut  the  middle  of  July,  and  the 
vvinter  coldefl  about  the  middle  of 
januaiy. 

The  forefts  which  cover  Ame¬ 
rica,  and  hinder  the  fun-  beams  from 
heating  the  ground,  are  a  great 
caufe  of  the  temperate  climate  of 
the  equatorial  parts.  ’The  ground, 
not  being  heated,  cannot  heat  the 
air;  and  the  leaves,  which  receive 
the  rays  intercepted  from  the 
ground,  have  not  a  mafs  of  mat¬ 
ter  fufficient  to  abforb  heat  enough 
for  this  purpofe.  Befides,  it  is  a 
known  fad,  that  the  vegetative 
power  of  a  plant  occafions  a  per- 
fpiration  from  the  leaves  in  propor¬ 
tion  to  the  heat  to  which  they  are 
expofed  ;  and,  from  the  narure  of 
evaporation,  this  perfpiration  pro¬ 
duces  a  cold  in  the  leaf  proportional 
to  the  perfpiration.  Thus  the  ef¬ 
fect  of  the  leaf  in  heating  the  air 
in  contad  with  it,  is  prodigioufiy 
diminifhed.  For  thofe  obferva- 
tions,  which  throw  much  additional 
light  on  this  curious  fubjed,  1  am 
indebted  to  my  ingenious  friend, 
iVl r.  .Robin fon,  profeffor  of  natural 
philofophy  in  the  univerfity  of 
Edinburgh. 


On  the  Uje  of fermenting  Cataplafms 
in  Mortifications.  From  Medical 
Fran  factions. 

ABOUT  fhe  beginning  of 
July  J770,  1  was  called  to 
the  afliftance  of  a  gentlewoman  of 
this  town,  aged  67  years;  fhe 
was  of  a  thin  relaxed  habit  of 
body,  and  her  natural  ilrength 
much  decayed  :  at  thi9  time  a 
mortification  was  beginning  in  the 
end  of  her  great  toe,  which  did 
not  fucceed  any  other  diforder  or 
accident. — The  bark,  red  wine, 
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opiates,  volatile  and  cordial  medi¬ 
cines,  were  therefore  freely  admi- 
niflered.  Cataplafms,  with  the 
bark,  opiates,  and  aromatics,  were 
frequently  applied  externally  ;  vi¬ 
nous-  and  ipiricuous  fiupes  were 
likewife  uied  ;  but  before  the  end 
of  September  all  the  toes  on  the 
affe&ed  foot  were  perilhed  ;  and 
the  mortification  kept  advancing 
flow ly,  with  a  livid  appearance 
fpreading  as  high  as  the  ancle  : 
which  gave  me  very  little  hopes  of 
her  recovery,  efpecially  as  fhe  grew 
tired  of  ail  medicines. — -But  as  I 
had  fuccefsfully  preferved  dead 
flefn  for  many  months  by  keeping 
it  in  fixable,  or  new  generated 
air,  (according  to  the  difeovery  of 
Dr.  Macbride)  I  determined  to  try 
the  effebt  it  would  have  by  an  ex¬ 
ternal  application  in  this  cafe,  ex¬ 
pecting  the  putrid  effluyia  of  the 
gangrened  parts  (on  which  there 
is  great  reafon  to  believe  the  fpread¬ 
ing  of  all  gangrene*?  depend)  might 
be  correbled,  or  in  fome  part  de- 
itroyed,  by  the  fixable  air,  A 
caraplafm  was  tnerefore  direCled 
of  fuch  ingredients  as  I  thought 
bed  adapted  to  ferment  by  the  ad¬ 
dition  of  fome  yea  If,  as  wheat 
flower,  Honey,  and  water;  thefe 
were  mixed  into  a  thin  palle,  and 
fet  by  the  lire  till  they  began  to 
ferment,  and  were,  then  applied, 
nearly  cold,  once  a  day  for  ten 
days,  when  to  rriy  great  fatisfablion 
the  mortification  was  flopped,  and 
the  putrid  (tench  abated  ;  the  ca¬ 
taplafms  were  continued  till  the 
dead  toes  became  loofe,  and  were 
removed,  when  common  digeflives 
and  defenfative  plaflers  were  fub- 
flituted  in  their  place;  the  fore  be¬ 
gan  to  difeharge  good  matter,  put 
up  new  flefh,  and  had  a  favour¬ 
able  appearance.  But  accidentally 
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One  night  about  the  end  of  No¬ 
vember  Ihe  got  her  dreffings  off, 
find  lay  with  the  flump  expofed 
to  the  cold  air;  in  the  morning  I 
found  the  flump  black  and  dry. 
I  dreffied  it  with  warm  foft  di- 
gefti  ves,  and  covered  them  with 
the  Tberiaca  Londinenfis  :  but  could 
not  get  any  difcharge  from  it,  the 
mortification  having  again  taken 
place;  and  reached  in  a  few  days 
the  thick  part,  or  middle  of  the 
foot.  The  fmell  becoming  again 
intolerable,  the  fermenting  cata- 
plafms  were  applied  as  before;  and 
all  the  livid  appearance,  which 
fpread  a  hand’s  breath  above  the 
ankle,  was  alfo  covered  with  them ; 
and  in  a  few  days,  I  was  thorough¬ 
ly  fatisfied  the  mortification  was 
again  flopped  ;  though  her  appe¬ 
tite  was  greatly  decayed,  and  her 
flrength  much  exhaufled.  The  ca- 
taplafms  were  continued  till  the 
beginning  of  March  1771,  when 
the  dead  parts  feparated  about  the 
middle  of  the  metatarfal  bones, 
almofl  as  even  as  if  they  had  been 
taken  cfFwith  a  favv,  and  were  re¬ 
moved  with  the  dreffings  without 
the  lofs  of  a  tea-fpoon  full  of 
blood.  From  this  time  the  fore 
healed  kindly,  though  remarkably 
flow ;  (lie  began  to  recover  her 
appetite  and  health,  which  Ihe  flill 
retains. 

Since  the  above  cafe,  I  have 
feen  the  good  effe&s  of  fixed  air, 
applied  nearly  in  the  fame  man¬ 
ner,  (adding  fometimes  a  little 
■cort.  Peruv.  or  tindl.  Thebaic ,  to 
the  cataplaims)  in  a  beginning 
mortification  on  the  leg  of  an  old 
gentleman,  attended  with  fwelling 
and  blacknefs  about  his  foot  and 
ankle;  with  a  livid  appearance 
fanning  up  the  fide  of  his  leg,  and 


many  large  vefications  upon  the 
foot,  which  never  grew  any  larger, 
nor  more  in  number,  after  the  fer¬ 
menting  cataplafms  were  applied; 
but  healed,  or  dried  up,  foon ; 
the  fwelling  abated,  and  the  black¬ 
nefs  difappeared  in  a  few  days  j 
and  in  a  fortnight  he  was  able  to 
walk  about,  and  flill  continues 
well. 

I  have  alfo  ufed  the  fermentable 
cataplafms,  with  fome  advantage, 
to  foetid  foul  ulcers,  where  I  have 
fufpeCted  the  abforption  of  the  foe¬ 
tid  matter  to  be  prejudicial  to 
health. 

Query,  Is  not  fixed  air  a  weak 
acid  ? — If  fo,  it  is  not  furprizing 
that  it  fhould  refill  putrefaction,  as 
all  other  acids  have  been  long 
known  to  do;  but  its  greater  flui¬ 
dity  enabling  it  to  penetrate  further 
into  foft  bodies,  and  its  cauflicity 
being  fo  fmall,  renders  it  both 
more  efficacious,  and  more  conve¬ 
nient  for  counteracting  putrefaction 
in  living  bodies. 

The  acid  nature  of  this  fluid  ap¬ 
pears  from  its  uniting  with  caujiil 
calcareous  earthy  and  producing  thofe 
cryltals  called  dogtooth  fpar. 

With  caujiic  fixed  alkalies ,  it 
cryllalizes,  and  produces  mild  fixed 
alkalies. 

With  caufiic  volatile  alkalies ,  it 
cryllalizes,  and  produces  mild  vo¬ 
latile  alkalies :  and  from  all  thefe 
bodies  it  is  difpoffeffied  by  Itronger 
acids.-— It  further  appears  to  be  an 
acid,  from  its  diffiolving  the  iron 
in  chalybeate  waters. 

I  beg  leave  to  add  that  this  fixed 
or  fixable  air  (if  a  weak  acid)  is 
the  moll  univerfal  acid  in  nature, 
as  not  only  all  limehone,  chalk, 
marble  and  marles,  are  replete 
with  it ;  but  it  makes  up  a  great  part 
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of  the  compoiition  of  all  animal, 
and  vegetable  bodies,  and  floats  in 
great  abundance  in  the  armofphere: 
as  appears  from  the  experiments  of 
procuring  fixable  air  from  all  thefe 
bodies,  by  fermentation,  or  by 
the  addition  of  ftronger  acids,  by 
burning  charcoal,  and  laftly  from 
the  feum  which  is  almolt  inftantly 
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produced  on  lime  water  expofed  to 
the  air,  which  is  a  re-produ£tion  of 
limeftone.  I  am,  Gentlemen,  with 
great  refpeft. 

Your  very  humble  fervant, 

John  Power, 

PoJefvjortb . 
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Cautions  again ft  the  Burial  of  Per - 
fans  fuppofed  Dead . 

AS  the  following  addrefs  relates 
to  a  fubjedt  in  which  every 
individual  is  interefted,  the  writer 
willies  to  render  the  knowledge  of 
it  as  general  as  poffible. 

The  cuftom  of  laying  out  the 
bodies  of  the  perfons  fuppofed  to  be 
dead  as  foon  as  refpi ration  ceafes, 
and  the  interment  of  them  before 
the  figns  of  putrefaction  appear, 
has  been  frequently  oppofed  by 
men  of  learning  and  humanity  in 
this  and  other  countries.  JVlonf. 
Bruhier,  in  particular,  a  phyfician 
of  great  eminence  in  Paris,  pub- 
lilhed  a  piece,  about  thirty  years 
ago,  intitled,  if  The  Uncertainty 
of  the  Signs  of  Death, in  which 
he  clearly  proved,  from  the  tedi- 
monies  of  various  authors,  and  the 
attellations  of  unexceptionable  wit- 
neffes,  that  many  perfons  who  have 
been  buried  alive,  and  were  provi¬ 
dentially  difcovered  in  that  date, 
had  been  refcued  from  the  grave, 
and  enjoyed  the  pleafuresof  lociety 
for  leveral  years  after. 

But,  notwithdanding  the  nu¬ 
merous  and  well  authenticated  faCts 
of  this  kind,  the  cudom  above 
mentioned  remains  in  full  force. 

*  Alluding  to  the  motto  of  the 
Lateat  Scintillula  forfan,” 
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As  fooil  as  the  femhlance  of  death 
appears,  the  chamber  of  the  lick  is 
defined  by  friends,  relatives,  and 
phyficians ;  and  the  apparently  dead , 
though  frequently  h-uing  body ,  is 
committed  to  the  management  of 
an  ignorant  and  unfeeling  nurfe, 
whole  care  extends  no  farther  than 
laying  the  limbs  ilraight,  and  fe- 
curing  her  accuftomed  perquifites. 
The  bed-cloaths  are  immediately 
removed,  and  the  body  is  expofed 
to  the  air,  which,  when  cold,  mud 
extinguilh  the  little  fpark  of  life 
that  may  remain,  and  which,  by  a  ' 
different  treatment,  might  have 
been  kindled  into  flame  *. 

I  am  willing,  however,  to  hope^ 
that  lince  it  has  of  late  been  fo 
frequently  demondrated,  that  the 
vital  principle  may  exift,  where  the 
charaCteriitics  of  death,  except  pu¬ 
trefaction,  are  prefent,  the  rational 
part  of  the  community  are,  at 
length,  difpofed  to  pay  feme  atten¬ 
tion  to  this  fubjeCL 

With  that  hope  I  fh all  venture 
to  particularize  a  few  of  the  cafes  in 
which  this  fallacious  appearance  is 
mod  likely  to  happen,  and  point  cut 
the  mode  of  treatment,  which,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  bed  of  my  judgment, 
fhould  be  refpeCtively  adopted. 

In  apoplectic  and  fainting  fits, 

medal  given  by  the  Humane  Society, 

and 
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and  in  thofe  arifing  from  any  vio¬ 
lent  agitation  of  rnind,  and  alfo 
when  opium  or  fpirituous  liquors  have 
been  taken  in  too  great  a  quan¬ 
tity*,  there  is  reaion  to  believe 
that  the  appearance  of  death  has 
been  frequently  miftaken  for  the 
; reality .  In  theie  cafes,  the  means 
recommended  by  the  Humane  Society 
1 for  the  Recovery  of  Drowned  Perjons 
fhould  be  perfevered  in  for  feveral 
hours,  and  bleeding,  which  in 
fimilar  circumfbnces  has  fometimes 
proved  pernicious,  ihould  be  uled 
with  great  caution. 

In  the  two  latter  inftances  it  will 
be  highly  expedient,  with  a  view 
of  countcradling  the  foporific  effects 
of  opium  and  lpirits,  to  convey  in¬ 
to  the  ilomach,  by  a  proper  tube,  a 
folution  of  tartar  emetic,  and  by 
various  other  means  to  excite  vomit¬ 
ing. 

From  the  number  of  children 
carried  off  by  convulfions,  and  the 
certainty,  arifing  from  undoubted 
fads,  that  fome  who  have,  in  ap- 
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pearance,  died  from  that  caufe, 
have  been  recovered  f,  there  is  the 
greatelt  reafon  for  concluding,  that 
many,  in  confequence  of  this  dif- 
eale,  have  been  prematurely  num¬ 
bered  among  the  dead  ;  and  that 
the  fond  parent,  by  neglecting  the 
means  of  recalling  life,  has  often 
been  the  guiltlels  executioner  of 
her  own  offspring. 

To  prevent  the  commiffion  of 
fuch  dreadful  miftakes,  no  child, 
whofe  life  has  been  apparently  ex- 
tinguiffied  by  convulfions,  fhould 
be  confgned  to  the  grave  till  the 
means  of  recovery  above  recom¬ 
mended  in  apoplexies,  &c.  have 
been  tried  ;  and,  if  poffible,  under 
the  diredion  of  lome  fkilful  prac- 
tioner  of  medicine,  who  may 
vary  them  as  circumftances  fhall 
require. 

When  fevers arife in  weak  habits, 
or  when  the  cure  of  them  has  been 
principally  attempted  by  means  of 
depletion,  the  confequent  debility 
is  often  very  great,  and  the  patient 


*  I  fhould  thinkj'myfelf  extremely  culpable,  if  I  negleded  this  opportunity 
of  cautioning  parents  and  nurfes  again!!  the  free  ufe  of  Godfrey’s  Cordial.  It 
is  a  flrong  folution  of  opium,  and  1  am  perfuaded  that  the  fleep  it  produces 
has  proved  the  fleep  of  death  to  thoufands  of  children.  When  this  poifonous 
cordial  has  been  given  in  a  dangerous  dofe,  and  a  dilcovcry  of  it  is  made  before 
the  power  of  lwallowing  is  loft,  it  will  be  advifeable  to  give  the  child  a  tea- 
(poonful  of  ipecacuan  wine  every  quarter  of  an  hour,  till  the  contents  of  the 
ftomach  are  difeharged. 

-f-  A  remarkable  fail  of  this  kind  maybe  found  in  the  Ephemerid.  Medico- 
Pliyf,  Germ.  Ann.  OCt.  the  iubftance  of  which  is  as  follows; — A  girl,  about 
/even  years  of  age,  who  had  been  for  feme  weeks  before  troubled  with  a  bad 
cough,  was  fudd^nly  lei  zed  with  a  fit  5  a  phyfician  was  immediately  lent  for,, 
who,  finding  that  the  heart  and  lungs  had  ceafed  to  perform  their  functions, 
that  her  lips  and  cheeks  were  pale,  and  her  temples  funk,  concluded  that  life 
was  irrecoverably  lolf.  For  the  iatisfs6iion,  however,  of  her  afflicted  parents, 
a  clyfter  was  adininiffered,  and  her  w rifts  were  chafed  with  fpirituous  water; 
but  no  fign  of  life  appearing,  the  foies  of  the  feet  were  ordered  to  be  rubbed 
with  ftrong  brine  ;  and  the  friftion  was  continued  without  intermiffion  three 
quarters  of  an  hour;  at  the  end  of  which  time  ihe  began  to  breathe.  The 
friftion  was  then  inereafed  ;  two  or  three  deep  infpirations  followed;  and  in  a 
fliort  time  the  child,  who  w'as  fuppofed  to  he  dead  by  the-phyfician,  as  well  as 
the  byftanders,  was,  to  the  furpnze  of  both,  and  the  great  joy  of  her  parents, 
reflortd  to  life  and  health. 


fome- 
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fometimes  finks  into  a  (late  which 
bears  fo  clofe  an  affinity  to  that  of 
death,  that  I  am  afraid  it  has  too 
often  deceived  the  byftanders,  and 
induced  them  to  fend  for  the  un¬ 
dertaker  when  they  fhouid  have 
had  recourfe  to  the  fuccours  of  me¬ 
dicine. 

In  fuch  cafes,  volatiles,  eau  de 
luce  for  example,  fhouid  be  applied 
to  the  nofe,  rubbed  on  the  tem¬ 
ples,  and  fprinkled  often  about  the 
bed;  hot  dannels,  moiftened  with 
a  flrong  foiution  of  camphorated 
fpirit,  may  likewife  be  applied 
over  the  bread,  and  renewed  every 
quarter  of  an  hour;  and  as  foon  as 
the  patient  is  able  to  fwallovv,  a 
tea-fpoonful  of  the  drongeft  cordial 
fhould  be  given  every  five  minutes. 

The  fame  methods  may  alfo  be 
wfed  with  propriety  in  the  final  1- 
pox  when  the  pudules  fink,  and 
death  apparently  enfues ;  and  like¬ 
wife  in  any  other  acute  difeafes, 
when  the  vital  fundlions  are  fuf- 
pended  from  a  fnnilar  caufe. 

Even  in  old  age,  when  life  feems 
to  have  been  gradually  drawing  to 
a  clofe,  the  appearances  of  death  are 
often  fallacious. 

“  Not  many  years  fince,  a  lady 
in  Cornwall,  more  than  eighty 
years  of  age,  who  had  been  a  con¬ 
siderable  time  declining,  took  to 
her  bed,  and  in  a  few  days  feem- 
ingly  expired  in  the  morning.  As 
fhe  had  often  defired  not  to  be  bu¬ 
ried  till  fhe  had  been  two  days 
dead,  her  requeft  was  to  have  been 
regularly  complied  with  by  her  re¬ 
lations.  All  that  faw  her,  looked 
upon  her  as  dead,  and  the  report  was 
current  though  the  whole  place  ; 
n ay,  a  gentleman  of  the  town 
adtually  wrote  to  his  friend  in  the 
iiland  of  Scilly,  that  ilie  was  de- 
ceafed.  But  one  of  thofe  who  were 
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paying  the  laft  kind  office  of  hu¬ 
manity  to  her  remains  perceived 
fome  warmth  about  the  middle  of 
the  back,  and  acquainting  her  1 
friends  with  it,  they  applied  a  mir-  j 
ror  to  her  mouth ;  but,  after  re¬ 
peated  trials,  could  not  obferve  it 
in  the  lead  flained  ;  her  under-jaw  \ 
was  likewife  fallen,  as  the  common 
phrafe  is ;  and,  in  fhort,  fhe  had  ; 
every  appearance  of  a  dead  perfon. 
All  this  time  fhe  had  not  been 
dripped  or  dreffed,  but  the  win¬ 
dows  were  opened,  as  is  ufual  in 
the  chambers  of  the  deceafed.  In 
the  evening  the  heat  feemed  to  in- 
creafe,  and  at  length  fhe  was  per¬ 
ceived  to  breathe.”  —  See  Lend. 
Chron.  vol,  iv.  p.  465. 

It  was  the  intention  of  the  wri-.. 
ter  to  publifh  a  work  upon  this  fub- 
jedl,  but  as  his  various  avocations 
will  not  permit  him  to  carry  that 
defign  into  execution,  he  thought 
it  his  duty  to  throw  out  the  above 
hints  ;  and  if  they  fhouid  be  the 
means  of  preventing  one  perfon 
from  being  laid  out,  or,  what  is 
more  horrible,  buried  alive,  it  will 
afford  the  writer  a  pleafure  of  the 
nobled  kind,  that  aridng  from  the 
confcioufnefs  of  doing  good  to  his 
fellow-creatures. 

Palfgravc  Place ,  W.  EIAWES, 

\  - .  > 

P.  S.  If  that  regard  be  paid  to 
the  above  addrefs  which  the  fubjedt 
of  it  feems  to  demand,  and  any  life 
or  lives  be  faved  in  confequence  of 
the  hints  that  I  have  thrown  out, 
the  communication  of  any  fuch  in- 
ftances  of  fuccefs  will  be  efleemed  a 
particular  favour  ;  as  it  will  afford 
me  the  mo  ft  folid  pleafure,  and  be 
a  fatisfadtory  evidence  that  a  man 
who  labours  to  promote  the  inre- 
refts  of  humanity  will  be  attended 
to  by  the  public. 

The 
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The  following  Cafe ,  amongft  a  Va¬ 
riety  of  others  which  have  fallen 
under  the  immediate  Infpeflion  of 
Mr .  Harmant,  a  celebrated  Phy- 
fician  at  Nancy,  furnijhes  us  with 
a  ftrong  Proof  of  the  Necejfity  of 
the  Caution  recommended  abovey 
with  Jo  tnuch  Humanity  and  Judge¬ 
ment ,  by  Mr.  Hawes. 

December  *3,  1764,  1  was 

lent  for  by  M.  de  Potier 
Knight  of  the  royal  and  military 
order  of  St.  Lewis ,  See.  at  Nancy , 
to  hallen  with  the  utmoft  expedi¬ 
tion  to  his  manfion,  to  attend  his 
cook,  who  was  dangeroufly  ill.  It 
was  about  eight  o’clock  in  the 
morning  when  the  meflenger  came 
to  my  houfe  ;  but  as  I  was  not  at 
home,  they  had  recourie  to  another 
phyfician.  This  gentleman  judg¬ 
ing,  from  the  appearance  of  the 
patient,  that  it  was  an  apopledtic 
fit,  he  ordered  the  remedies  ufual 
in  fuch  cafes,  but  without  any  ef¬ 
fect.  Clyfters  of  tobacco,  with 
coloquintida,  made  not  the  lealt 
impreffion.  T.  hey  concluded  that 
the  patient  was  abfolutely  dead, 
and  from  that  moment  every  re¬ 
medy  was  difeontinued. 

It  was  not  before  two  o'  clock  in 
the  afternoon  that  I  was  informed 
either  of  the  invitation  in  the 
morning,  or  of  the  Hate  of  the  pa¬ 
tient.  I  ran  to  his  affiftance.  As 
I  was  entering  the  doors,  the  other 
phylician  happened  to  meet  me, 
told  me  the  cook  was  dead,  and 
that  every  kind  of  aid  had  been  ad- 
miniflred  in  vain. 

This  account  did  not  abate  my 
defires  to  fuccour  the  unfortunate 
objedt.  I  went  into  the  room 
where  the  fuppofed  corpfe,  yet  in 
bed,  was  expofed  to  the  light  of 
3  multitude  of  fpe&ators,  all  of 


whom  feemed  affedted  with  the 
event. 

They  were  already  preparing  for 
his  funeral.  I  immediately  exa¬ 
mined  his  body  with  the  ftridlefl 
attention  ;  I  found  his  face  livid, 
and  a  little  fwollen  ;  the  eyes  half 
open,  bright,  prominent  ;  the 
mouth  clofed,  teeth  fixed,  the  neck 
enlarged,  the  belly  very  much 
fwoln  :  there  was  neither  pulfe  nor 
refpiration. 

By  thefe  different  fymptoms  I 
concluded  immediately  that  they 
were  the  effeft  of  the  vapour  of 
lighted  charcoal.  I  made  enquiry 
upon  this  fubjedl  of  all  the  do- 
meftics.  The  kitchen  girl  inform¬ 
ed  me,  that  he  had  retired  to  his 
chamber  about  eleven  o’clock  the 
preceding  evening,  in  good  health  ; 
that  (he  had  carried  up,  by  his 
order,  a  bralier,  with  charcoal  ; 
that  finding  he  did  not  make  his 
appearance  in  the  kitchen  at  the 
ufual  hour,  fhe  concluded  that  he 
was  Hill  alleep  ;  but  perceiving 
that  it  grew  late,  fhe  went  into  the 
room  in  order  to  awaken  him,  and 
then  fhe  found  him  in  the  fituation 
in  which  I  had  feen  him. 

This  account  confirming  my 
conjectures,  I  prepared  to  admini- 
fter  affiftance.  I  ordered  him  to  be 
immediately  taken  out  of  the  bed 
and  out  of  the  chamber,  and  had 
him  placed  naked  upon  a  feat  in  a 
court  by  the  fide  of  a  fountain. 
After  he  was  properly  fixed,  I  be¬ 
gan  with  throwing  cold  water  in 
his  face  by  glafsfuls.  I  defired  fe- 
veral  of  the  affiftants  to  follow  my 
example,  but  they  complied  with 
reludtance,  being  prepoffeffed  that 
the  man  was  dead,  and  that  my  at¬ 
tempts  were  fruitlefs. 

More  than  an  hour  elapfed  be¬ 
fore  the  patient  had  difeovered  any 

figns 
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figns  of  fenflbility.  The  attend¬ 
ants  began  to  defpair,  and  to  ani¬ 
mate  tfleir  courage,  I  allured  them 
that  in  a  fhort  time  they  would 
perceive  their  error.  This  affur- 
ance,  join’d  to  my  entreaties,  made 
them  renew  the  application  of  the 
water;  they  threw  it  with  greater 
force,  and  more  frequently  than 
before,  which  boon  produced  a  flight 
hickop. 

This  Arft  fymptom  having  flruck 
them  like  a  refurre&ioo,  the  noife 
thereof  was  foon  fpread  throughout 
the  manfion,  and  feverai  perfons 
of  d  iff  in  ft  ion  ran  to  the  place  ;  1 
ordered  the  adminiffration  of  cold 
water  to  be  continued  in  their  pre- 
fence,  frequently,  and  by  giafs- 
fuls.  The  hiccoughs  became  ffrong- 
er  and  more  frequent,  and  I  per¬ 
ceived  that  the  teeth  began  to 
j'cfax, 

I  had  ordered  cylinders  of  li¬ 
quorice  root  to  he  prepared,  j 
introduced  forne  with  the  utmoft 
difficulty  between  the  teeth,  to 
hinder  them  from  fixing  again  ; 
and  we  foon  perceived  the  efforts 
©f  the  air  attempting  to  enter  the 
cheff,  and  ot  the  chef l  endeavour¬ 
ing  to  di  fiend  avid  con  trad  itfelf. 

I  ordered  Span! fh  fnuff  alfo  to 
be  blown  into  the  noffrils  with  a 
vieiv  to  excite  freezings,  tho’  with- 
out  this  effeef  ;  but  the  attendants 
perceived  him  to  move  his  head, 
and  give  manifeft  ligns  of  fenfa- 
tson  ;  he  moved  alfo  his  right  hand 
and  Angers,  as  if  he  wiflied  to  raife 
them  to  his  nofe.  This  new  in¬ 
dication  of  his  RcfurreSHon  gave 
the  highejft  fatisfa&ion  to  the  com¬ 
pany. 

The  projection  of  water  was 
continued  with  vigour,  and  the 

frequency  of  the  hiccoughs  increaff 

V.  ’ r  -  -  1 


ed  prQportionably.  This  remedy 
excited  a  flight  vomiting  of  nau- 
feous  matter.  1  had  already  fpent 
three  compleat  hours  in  attempting 
the  recovery,  and  had  advanced  no 
further  than  to  the  fymptoms  men¬ 
tioned  above  but  they  portended 
a  per fpd  cure.  This  I  intimated 
to  the  attendants,  and  perfevered 
in  the  application  of  the  cold  wa¬ 
ter. 

The  continuance  of  this  Ample 
remedy  at  length  procured  a  vo¬ 
miting  off  frothy  matter,  refem- 
bling  foap  fuds,  to  which  fucceed- 
ed  the  moil  violent  efforts  of  the 
cheff  to  relieve  itfelf.  The  body 
of  the  patient  began  to  be  greatly 
agitated,  and  to  raife  itfelf.  All 
the  members,  and  particularly  the 
fingers  and  toes,  became  violently 
con  traded.  In  a  word,  he  uttered 
a  cry  which  I  had  prefaged  to  he 
the  mod  certain  fign  of  returning 
life,  I  redoubled  at  the  fame  time 
the  projection  of  the  water,  and 
this  renewal  produced  a  fret h  dif- 
charge  of  fqponaceous  matter,  with 
new  attempts  to  refpire.  The 
movements  of  the  body  redoubled 
with  fuch  agitation,  that  they 
feemed  to  indicate  the  pain  which 
the  patient  fullered  from  fo  lonq- 
a  continuance  of  our  method  of 
treatment. 

I  was  perfuaded,  by  the  moff 
urgent  entreaties,  to  convey  the 
patient  from  the  open  court,  where 
we  all  experienced  the  fevered;  cold, 
into  a  warmer  place.  At  ffrft  I 
oppofed  their  entreaties,  but  was 
at  length  obliged  to  yield  to  the 
requeirs  of  his  relations.  He  was 
conveyed  into  the  kitchen  ;  but 
what  I  had  feared  and  predicted, 
came  to  pafs.  The  patient  was 
no  fooner  conveyed  thither,  than 
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he  relapfed  into  his  former  Hate  of 
in fenfibility.  We  were  obliged  to 
open  the  windows  and  doors  im¬ 
mediately,  in  order  to  obtain  the 
greateil  degree  of  cold  poffible,  and 
renew  the  proje&ion  of  water, 
which  we  fortunately  found  at 
hand.  Three  hours  more  were 
employed  in  this  exercife  ;  and  be¬ 
tween  eight  and  nine  o’clock  in 
the  evening  the  fubjedt  began  to 
cry  out  with  violence,  and  was  feiz- 
ed  with  a  univerfal  trembling. 

I  now  condudfed  myfelf  as*~in  the 
former  cafes,  and  ordered  him  to 
be  put  to  bed. 

I  vifited  him  about  half  pad  ten 
o’clock  in  the  evening,  I  found  him 
perfedtly  fenfible,  but  his  belly 
was  didended,  and  his  body  was 
feized  with  fhiverings  at  intervals. 
1  ordered  a  cly  flier  to  be  applied, 
and  a  ptifan  of  chicken  broth  with 
nitre  to  be  given  him,  and  alfo 
the  vulnerary  mixture,  with  the 
liquor  inineralis  Hoffmanni.  Thefe 
medicines  having  appeafed  the  lat¬ 
ter  fymptorns,  1  learned  the  next 
morning  that  he  had  paffed  a  good 
night.  'I  he  pulfe  was  become 
more  regular,  and  the  pain  in  the 
head  lels,  as  alio  the  fhiverings, 
and  there  only  remained  a  fen  fa  - 
tion  of  fatigue,  and  a  fmall  deten¬ 
tion  of  the  abdomen,  occafioned  by 
the  wind.  % 

The  fourth  day  our  patient  find¬ 
ing  himfelf  radically  cured  by  the 
continuance  or  proper  remedies, 
determined  to  go  to  the  foot  of  the 
altar,  and  return  thanks  to  God 
for  preferving  him  from  being  in¬ 
terred  alive;  a  miferable  event, 
which  would  indubitably  have  tak¬ 
en  place,  had  it  not  been  for  the 
application  of  this  efficacious  re¬ 
medy  ! 


R  O  J  E  C  T  S. 

The  following  Cafe,  tranfated  from 
the  trench,  and  inferted  in  ths 
Reports  of  the  Humane  Society , 
cannot  be  too  entenfively  fiublijhed, 
as  it  proves,  the  great  Danger,  a?id 
e-ven  Inhumanity ,  of  immediately 
new  -  born  Infants 
when  apparently  dead ,  infead  of 
afjiduoufly  p  erf  evening  in  the  T rial 
of  every  Method  that  may  ref  ore 
them  to  Life. 

A  PUPIL  in  Midwifry  in 
Manheim,  being  lent  for  to 
Lampertheim  on  Good  Friday  lad, 
to  a  woman  in  labour,  found  her 
in  a  very  weak  date  in  confe- 
quence  of  an  haemorrhage  of  ir 
days  continuance.  He  delivered 
her  of  a  boy  perfe&ly  formed,  but 
who,  though  all  the  means  ufual 
in  fuch  cafes  were  tried,  o-ave  no 
iigns  of  life.  Fortunately  the  prac- 
titioner  recollected,  that  when  he 
had  feparated  the  funis  umbilicalis, 
its  artery  was  filled  with  blood* 
from  which  he  concluded,  that  the 
d^ath  of  the  child  was  not  occa¬ 
fioned  by  the  mother’s  hsemorr- 
hage  ;  lor  when  that  is  the  cafe, 
the  umbilical  artery  is  generally 
empty  and  flaccid.  This  confi- 
deration  encouraged  him  to  try  the 
following  experiment: 

Having  placed .  the  child  in 
a  bath  of  warm  wine,  he  applied 
nis  mouth  to  that  of  the  patient, 
and  blew  into  it,  cloflng  the  nof! 
tnls  with  the  right  hand^  that  the 
breath  might  be  impelled  into  the 
tracnea,  while,  with  his  left  hand 
he  rubb’d  the  abdomen  ;  by  thefe 
mea  ns  producing  a  kind  of  artificial 
refpiration.  He  continued  this 
operation  during  the  fpace  of  half 
an  hour ,  without  perceiving  any 
effect,  except  that  the  colour  of 
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the  body  became  more  animated. 
This  flight  profpe£l  of  fuccefs  made 
him  perfifi:  in  his  endeavours.  Af¬ 
ter  ten  minutes  the  infant  fuddenly 
breathed  in  a  convulfive  manner, 
and  uttered  a  plaintive  cry,  but 
without  repeating  thefe  fymptoms. 
He  now  obferved  a  flight  pulfation 
in  the  funis  umbilicalis,  but  with¬ 
out  any  perceptible  motion  of  the 
thorax.  Encouraged  by  thefe  fa¬ 
vourable  appearances,  he  continued 
to  blow  into  the  mouth  of  the 
child,  who  foon  gave  repeated 
fighs,  and  in  a  little  time  the  pa¬ 
tient’s  compleat  recovery  was  the 
reward  of  thefe  affiduous  attempts 
in  which  this  gentleman  had  per- 
fevered  during  three  quarters  of  an 
hour.*1 


Of  fmoky  HoufeSy  occafioned  by  Faults 
in  other  Parts  of  the  Building ,  al¬ 
together  independent  of  the  Structure 
of  the  Chimney  it f elf. 

^“T“^  H  E  firft  and,  moft  com- 
jL  mon  defedl  is  a  too  great 
clofenefs  of  the  room.  Smoke 


is  impelled  up  the  chimney  by 
the  preiTure  of  the  air  entering 
at  the  fire-place,  and  riling  up¬ 
wards  after  being  rarefied  by  the 
heat  of  the  fire  ;  but  if  frefh  air  is 
not  admitted  into  the  apartments 
in  fufficient  quantities,  to  fupply 
the  confumptipn  by  the  fire,  the 
room  will  be  quickly  exhaufled, 
and  the  air  in  it  become  as  light  as 
the  external  air  at  the  top  of  the 
chimney,  fo  that  the  fmoke  will 
as  readily  be  difperfed  into  the 
chamber  as  through  the  chimney. 

In  this  cafe,  if  any  door  or  win¬ 
dow  is  opelied,  fo  as  to  admit  plenty 
of  free  air,  the  fnpoke  will  be  quick¬ 
ly  difpelled,  and  the  proper  cir¬ 
culation  eflablifhed.  The  fame 
effed  will  be  produced,  by  making 
a  fmall  hole  in  fome  of  the  Tides  of 
the  room  :  but  unlefs  this  be  done 
with  fome  judgment,  it  may  fre¬ 
quently  add  to  the  difeafe,  as  it 
may  concur  with  fome  of  the  other 
caufes  of  fmoky  houfes,  to  be  af¬ 
terwards  mentioned. 

A  better  method  of  remedying 
this  evil  would  be,  to  have  a  fmall 
hole  made  in  the  wall  at  the  back 


*  We  have  inferted  in  the  Reports  of  the  year  1774,  page  70,  two  cafes  of  a 
fimilar  nature,  merely  as  inftances  of  the  fuccefs  which  will  fometimes  attend 
our  afiiduous  ufe  of  i'uitable  methods  in  the  cale  of  llill-born  childrqp,  For 
the  fame  ends  we  will  alfo  fubjoin  the  following  cafe  communicated  to  us  by 
Tr.  Houlfton  : 


A  friend  of  mine,  Mr.  Wright  Gleave,  furgeon,  in  Liverpool,  delivered 
the  wife  of  Mr.  Thomas  Clarke,  fait  boiler  there,  of  a  fon,  Auguft  21,  1776. 

1  his  woman  had  a  deformed  pelvis,  and  had  not  been  delivered  of  her  other 
children  (except  one  at  leven  months)  without  the  help  of  inftruments.  She 
now  had  a  laborious,  lingering  time  5  but  at  the  end  of  two  days, “was  deli¬ 
vered  naturally.  The  child’s  head  was  much  elongated.  It  had  neither  re- 
ipiraticn,  puliation,  nor  motion  ;  and  was  judged  by  all  the  by-ftanders  to  be 
dead..  It  remained  thus  ten  minutes  at  leaft,  though  Mr.  Gleave  had  very  ju- 
diciotifly  employed  immediately  fri£lions  on  the  cheft,  temples,  foies  of  the 
feet,  &c.  change  of  pofture,  and  inflation  of  the  lungs.  After  thefe  had 
been  perfevered  in  near  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  fome  puliation  of  the  heart  was 
perceived  ;  foon  after,  forne  motion,  and  then  a  general  convulfion  came  on, 
which  lafled  near  ten  minutes  3  after  which  the  child  cried,  and  recovered  per- 
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'  cf  the  chimney,  and  immediately 
underneath  it:  or  a  fmall  perfora¬ 
tion  made  in  the  wall  in  any  other 
convenient  manner  ;  the  one  end 
of  which  fhould  communicate  with 
the  external  air,  and  the  other  com¬ 
municate  with  the  chamber  in  any 
place  near  the  grate,  and  as  low 
down  as  poffible,  through  which  a 
conftant  fupply  of  air  would  be  ad- 
miniftered  to  the  fire,  without  the 
fmalleft  inconvenience  or  trouble. 

If  this  were  praflifed,  doors  and 
windows  might  with  fafety  be 
made  much  clofer  than  ufual,  and 
our  apartments  rendered  equally 
warm  and  comfortable,  with  a 
much  fmaller  quantity  of  fuel 
than  we  ufe  at  prefent.  For  as  the 
fire,  in  the  ordinary  mode  of  con- 
ftru&ing  chambers,  is  kept  alive 
by  a  conftant  fuccefiion  of  cold  air 
from  the  doors,  windows,  and 
other  crannies  of  the  room,  ruftiLg 
towards  the  chimney  in  all  direc¬ 
tions,  the  air  of  the  room,  which, 
if  not  cooled  by  this  means,  would 
be  quickly  heated  to  a  great  de¬ 
gree,  is  conftantly  kept  cold,  in 
fpite  of  the  ftrong  heat  of  a  blazing 
fire;  which,  at  the  fame  time  that 
it  fcorches  the  parts  of  our  body 
that  are  moft  expofed  to  it,  does 
rot  warm  the  parts  which  are  turn¬ 
ed  from  it ;  anc^  we  experience  at 
the  fame  time  a  burning  heat  and 
piercing  cold,  which  is  often  pro¬ 
ductive  of  the  moft  difagreeable 
effects.  But  if  the  fire  were  fup- 
plied  with  air  in  the  manner  above- 
mentioned,  there  would  be  lefs  air 
drawn  in  through  the  crannies  of 
the  room,  fo  that  what  was  within 
would  be  foon  warmed,  and  conti¬ 
nue  long  fo,  even  with  a  fmall  de¬ 
gree  of  heat. 

However  improper  this  might  be 
for  people  in  perfect  health,  it 
might  furely  be  of  great  ufe  for 
Vol.  XX. 
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tbofewho  are  in  a  weakly  habit  of 
body;  efpecially  ifcare  were  taken 
to  carry  off  the  foul  air,  by  having 
a  fmall  tube  leading  from  the  up¬ 
per  part  of  the  room  to  the  top  of 
the  houfe,  through  which  the  air 
that  had  been  rendered  noxious  by 
the  fmoke  of  candles,  or  perfpira- 
tion,  would  be  conveyed  away, 
and  a  fucceflion  of  frefh  air  admit¬ 
ted  from  the  tube  near  the  fire¬ 
place  to  fupply  that  want.  * 

If  any  one  fhould  think  of  adopt¬ 
ing  this  fpecies  of  refinement,  it 
is  proper  he  ftiould  be  warned  of  , 
the  inconveniencies  that  may  at¬ 
tend  it,  as  well  as  the  benefits  that 
may  refult  from  it.  I  {hall  there¬ 
fore  be  excufed  for  pointing  thefe 
out  on  this  occafion  with  fame  de¬ 
gree  of  precifion. 

Perhaps  nothing  contributes  fo 
much  towards  preferving  the  health 
of  fedentary  and  reclufe  perfons, 
as  the  fires  that  are  ufually  burnt 
in  our  apartments;  as  they  perform 
the  part  of  a  perpetual  ventilator^ 
which  helps  to  carry  off  the  foul 
air,  that  is  continually  generating 
by  the  breath  of  the  company,  and 
burning  of  the  candles ;  which 
would  foon  be  accumulated  in  fuch 
quantities  as  to  become  extremely 
noxious,  were  it  not  for  the  aid 
that  this  affords  us  in  cold  climates, 
— On  this  account  open  fires,  which 
are  much  more  chearful,  are  alfo 
more  conducive  to  health,  than, 
concealed  ftoves,  which  are  em¬ 
ployed  in  feme  cold  countries.— 
We  ought  therefore  to  adhere  to 
our  own  old  falhion,  and  not  be 
in  too  much  hafte  to  imitate  our 
frugal  neighbours  in  this  particu¬ 
lar. 

For  the  fame  reafon  I  would  by 
no  means  advife,  that  the  method 
above  deferibed  of  feeding  the  fire 

O 

with  frefh  air,  ftiould  bs  adopted 
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without  proper  precautions.  For 
fhould  our  doors  and  windows  be 
made  very  clofe,  and  thefe  pipes 
for  admitting  air  be  left  open,  the 
frefh  air  would  be  fo  readily  ad¬ 
mitted  by  that  means,  as  to  keep 
the  air  of  the  room  in  tequihbrio 
with  the  external  atmofphere,  fo 
that  little  or  none  would  be  preffed 
in  through  the  crannies  at  which  it 
at  prefent  enters ;  and  the  per¬ 
petual  ventilation  would  thus  be 
Itopped, — and  the  foul  air  be  con¬ 
tinually  retained  in  the  room  ; 
which  might  thus  indeed  be  heated 
at  a  much  fmaller  expence,  and 
more  equally,  than  at  prefent,  but 
it  would  be  at  the  fame  time  iefs 
healthful  to  the  inhabitants. 

It  would,  therefore,  by  no  means 
be  fafe  to  introduce  the  cool  air 
by  this  contrivance,  without  at  the 
fame  time  opening  a  vent-hole  in 
the  top  of  the  room,  by  which  the 
foul  air  might  be  carried  out  of 
the  apartment.  This  might  be 
done  by  means  of  a  fmall  tube 
opening  into  the  room,  either  in 
or  near  the  ceiling  ;  which  might 
either  be  carried  to  the  top  of  the 
build  tap,  or  be  made  to  comma- 

O'  # 

nicate  with  the  external  air  by  a 
fmall  perforation  through  the  wall 
at  the  roof  of  the  room,  by  means 
of  either  of  which  a  proper  circu¬ 
lation  would  be  edablifhed,  and 
the  foul  air  be  carried  off. 

For  the  lire  would  no  fooner 
have  warmed  any  particles  of  air 
within  the  room,  than  thefe  would 
be  greatly  expanded,  and  rife  im¬ 
mediately  upwards,  fo  as  to  fill 
the  higher  parts  of  the  room  with 
rarefied  air ; — and  as  other  parti¬ 
cles  would  be  fuccefiively  heated 
and  rarefied  in  their  turn,  by  their 
expanfive  force  they  would  prefs 
upon  the  Tides  of  the  apartment  in 
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every  place,  fo  as  to  force  toe 
lighted  particles  through  the  open¬ 
ing  left  for  that  purpofe  in  the  top 
of  the  room,  by  which  means  the 
fouled  air  would  be  gradually  drawn 
off,  without  defending  again  into 
the  lower  regions,  to  the  annoy¬ 
ance  of  the  company. 

By  attending  to  thefe  circum- 
ftances,  it  will  appear  fufficiently 
obvious,  that  a  room  which  has 
fuch  a  ventilator  within  itfelf  in 
the  roof,  will  be  more  fweet  and 
wholefome  than  one  in  the  ordina¬ 
ry  falhion. — Tor  although  the  fire 
ventilates  the  under  part  of  the 
room  well  enough  ;  yet  iuch  parti¬ 
cles  of  air  as  are  rarefied  by  its  ac¬ 
tion  at  fuch  a  didance  from  it,  as 
to  be  buoyed  upwards  beyond  the 
reach  of  the  chimney,  when  they 
once  rife  above  the  top  of  the  man¬ 
tle  will  be  carried  dire&ly  to-  the 
top  of  the  room,  where  they  mud 
remain  clogged  with  the  foul  va¬ 
pours  ;  having  no  outlet  through 
which  they  can  iffue  forth  to  the 
open  air. 

To  cure  this  evil,  a  fpecies  of 
ventilator  has  been  lately  contrived, 
by  fitting  a  fmall  circular  wheel  of 
metal  into  one  of  the  upper  panes 
of  the  highed  window  ; — which  is 
certainly  of  fome  utility,  unlefs 
where  it  is  attended  with  other  in- 
conveniencies,  which  now  require 
to  be  pointed  out. 

If  a  vent-hole  is  made  in  the 
roof  of  the  room,  through  which 
the  rarefied  air  may  be  readily 
emitted,  it  mud  follow,  that  as 
the  air  within  the  room  is  gra¬ 
dually  heated,  and  thus  carried  off, 
fome  cool  frefh  air  mud  infinuatc 
itfelf  into  the  room  to  fupply  that 
deficiency,  as  well  as  to  keep  the 
fire  alive  :  but  if  there  is  no  vent 
fqr  the  heated  air  in  the  room  but 

through 
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through  the  pipe  of  the  chimney, 
there  will  be  lefs  danger  that  the 
fmoke  will  be  drawn  from  it  into 
the  apartment,  than  if  there  be 
another  opening  made  for  carrying 
off  that  heated  air; — fo  that  any 
thing  of  this  fort  mull  have  a  ten¬ 
dency  to  diminifh  the  draught  of 
the  chimney,  and  may  on  lome 
occafions  produce  fmoke,  where  it 
would  not  have  appeared  without 
it. 

Every  opening,  therefore,  of  the 
fort  here  mentioned,  ought  to  be 
fo  contrived,  as  to  admit  of  being 
fhut  or  opened  at  pleafure,  fo  as 
that  a  remedy  may  be  at  hand  for 
this  difeafe  whenever  it  may  be¬ 
come  troublefome.  But  the  wheel- 
ventilators  above  alluded  to  do  not 
admit  of  this,  and  are  on  this  ac¬ 
count  imperfect. 

There  is  no  neceffity  for  having 
that  opening  very  large  on  any  oc- 
ccfion,  but  it  ought  to  be  fo  formed 
as  to  admit  of  being  eaflly  con- 
tradled  without  being  wholly  fhut ; 
which  might  be  beft  effected  by 
having  the  mouth  of  it  covered 
with  a  Hiding  flutter,  like  that  on 
the  end  of  a  telefcope,  which  might 
be  clofed  or  opened  to  pny  degree, 
at  pleafure. 

But  if  this  pipe  in  the  upper  part 
of  the  room  will  h&ve  fome  ten¬ 
dency  in  any  cafe  to  produce  fmoke, 
it  will  be  rather  in  greater  danger 
of  occafioning  this,  if  the  frefh  air 
is  admitted  to  the  fire  by  the  pipes 
above  defcribed,  than  in  the  or¬ 
dinary  way.  —  For  as  the  room,  as 
well  as  the  chimney,  muff  in  this 
cafe  be  in  a  great  meafure  fupplied 
with  frefh  air  from  thefe  tubes, 
there  would  be  fome  danger,  that 
in  iffuing  into  the  room  it  might 
draw  fome  fmoke  along  with  it. — • 
This  danger,  however,  it  mull  be 


acknowledged,  is  but  very  fmall, 
next  to  nothing, — as  all  the  frefh 
air  that  would  flow  from  thefe  into 
the  room  would  iffue  at  the  under 
part  next  the  hearth,  where  there 
would  be  no  fmoke. — Whatfhould 
0-0  once  through  the  orate,  could 
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never  be  drawn  from  the" chimney, 
unlefs  by  extreme  imprudence  in. 
allowing  too  great  an  opening  in 
the  roof  of  the  room. 

It  would  be  better,  however,  on 
all  occafions  to  obviate  this  incon¬ 
venience,  fmall  as  it  is,  by  the  fol¬ 
lowing  contrivance,  which  would 
render  our  apartments  more  fweet, 

wholefome,- - equally  warm  in 

every  part,  and  more  agreeable 
upon  the  whole,  than  any  other. 

Let  another  opening  be  made  in 
the  ceiling  of  the  room,  having  a 
communication  with  a  fmall  pipe, 
that  fliould  lead  from  thence  either 
to  the  outfide  of  the  wall,  or  to  any 
other  part  of  the  building  that 
might  bejudged  more  convenient  ; 
where  it  fhould  be  bent,  and  cqu~ 
dufted  downwards,  till  it  reached 
the  ground  ;  where  it  fhould  be 
left  open,  to  communicate  with  the 
external  air. — In  this  fituation  the 
cool  external  air  would  be  forced 
in  at  the  lower  opening  of  the 
tube,  and  made  to  afcend  into  the 
apartment,  in  proportion  to  the 
quantity  that  efcaped  towards  the 
higher  regions  by  means  of  the 
ventilator.  —  And  as  that  weighty 
air  would  no  fooner  enter  the  room 
than  it  would  tend  towards  the  floor 
by  its  own  natural  gravity,  it 
would  gradually  mix  with  the 
heated  air  in  its  defcent, — become 
in  fome  meafure  warmed  by  that 
means,  and  equally  difperled 
through  the  room,  fo  as  flowly  and 
imperceptibly  to  reach  the  candles 
and  the  company  in  the  room, 

I  3  '  and 
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and  fupply  them  with  a  fufficient  ing  the  air  in  our  apartments  Tweet 
quantity  of  frelh  and  wholefome  and  wholefome  at  that  Teafon 
air,  without  the  inconveniences  to  • 


which  the  company  are  fubjefted 
by  the  ufual  way  of  admitting  frefh 
air.  For,  if  it  enters  near  the  floor 
of  the  apartment,  it  is  hurried 
along  in  a  rapid  undivided  (bream, 
towards  the  fire-place,  and  flrik- 
ing  upon  the  legs  and  inferior  parts 
of  the  body,  affedls  them  with  a 
ftrong  fenfation  of  cold.  To  over¬ 
come  the  effects  of  this,  large  fires 
mull  be  kept;  by  which  other  parts 
of  the  body  are  warmed  to  an  ex¬ 
traordinary  degree,  which  is  pro¬ 
ductive  of  mo  ft  of  thofe  diforders 
that  are  pernicious  to  the  young, 
and  often  prove  fatal  to  the  old, 
during  the  winter  feafon,  in  thefe 
cold  regions* 

Thus  might  our  apartments  be 
kept  conflantly,  and  moderately, 
and  equably  warm,  at  a  moderate 
expence,  without  endangering  our 
health  on  the  one  hand,  by  refpir- 
ing  a  confined,  ftagnant,  and  putrid 
air;  or,  on  the  other  hand,  by  fub- 
jedting  ourfelves  to  fuch  danger  of 
catchingcolds,  confumptions,  and 
rheumatic  com  plain  ts,  by  being  ex¬ 
posed  to  fuch  exceedingly  unequal 
degrees  of  heat  and  cold,  as'are 
unavoidable  where  our  apartments 
are  fo  open  as  to  admit  a  ready 
p adage  to  the  external  air  during 
the  winter  feafon. 

T  he  reader  will  eaflly  perceive, 
that  all  that  has  been  here  faid,  has 
a  reference  only  to  thofe  apartments 
in  cold  climates  and  rigorous  wea¬ 
ther,  where  Are  to  warm  them  be¬ 
comes  neceflary.- — In  warmer  regi¬ 
ons,  or  during  the  fummer  feafon, 
there  can  be  no  objedion  to  the 
wheel  ventilator  in  the  window.— 
it  is  a  Ample  contrivance,  and  a 
late  and  effedlual  mean  of  preferv- 


On  the  TJfefuJnefs  of  nvajhing  and 
rubbing  the  Stems  of  freest  by 
Mr.  Marfham. 

I  Had  for  feveral years  intended  to 
putin  practice  the  celebrated  Dr. 
Hales5  advice  of  waffling,  with  that 
of  Mr.  Evelyn  of  rubbing  the  ftem 
of  a  tree,  in  order  to  increafe  its 
growth  ;  but  other  avocations  pre¬ 
vented  me  till  the  I  aft  fpring : 
when,  as  foon  as  the  buds  began, 
to  fweil,  I  wafhed  rny  tree  round 
from  the  ground  to  the  beginning 
of  the  head;  viz.  between  thirteen 
and  fourteen  feet  in  height.  This 
was  done  firft  with  water  and  a  ftiiF 
fhae-orufh,  until  the  tree  was  quite 
cleared  of  the  mofs  and  dirt :  then 
I  only  waflied  it  with  a  coarfe  flan¬ 
nel.  I  repeated  the  walking  three, 
four,  or  five  times  a  week,  during 
all  the  dry  time  of  the  fpring,  and 
the  fore-part  of  the  fummer;  but 
after  the  rains  were  frequent,  I 
very  fddom  walked.  The  un- 
wafhed  tree,  whofe  growth  I  pro¬ 
moted  to  compare  with  it,  was  (at 
five  feet  from  the  ground)  before 
the  laft  year’s  increafe,  3  ft.  7  in. 
T^ths  ;  and  in  the  autumn,  after 
the  year’s  growth  was  compleated, 

3  ft.  9  in.  ~th;  viz.  increafe  1  in. 
T%ths.  The  walhed  tree  was  lafl: 
ipring  3  ft.  7  in.  -p-ths,  and  in  the 
autumn  it  was  .3  ft.  9  in.  JLths  ; 
viz.  increafe  2  in.  -P^ths,  that  is, 
one-tenth  of  an  inch  above  double 
the  increafe  of  the  unwalhed  tree. 
As  the  difference  was  fo  great,  and 
as  fome  unknown  accident  might 
have  injured  the  growth  of  the  un- 
wafhed  tree,  I  added  the  year’s  in- ? 

creafe 
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ereaie  of  five  other  beeches  of  the 
fame  age  (viz.  all  that  I  had  mea- 
fured),  and  found  the  aggregate 
increafe  of  the  fix  unwafiied  beeches 
to  be  9  in.  TVths,  which,  divided 
by  fix,  gives  one  inch  and  five- 
tenths  and  an  half  for  the  growth 
of  each  tree  ;  fo  the  gain  by  wafh- 
ing  is  nine-tenths  and  an  half.  To 
make  the  experiment  fairly,  I  fixed 
on  two  of  my  largeil  beeches,  fown 
ifl  1741,  and  tranfplanted  into  a 
grove  in  1 7 49 .  The  vvafhed  tree 
had  been,  from  the  firft  year,  the 
largeft  plant  till  the  year  1767, 
when  its  rival  became  and  conti¬ 
nued  the  largeft  plant,  until  I  be¬ 
gan  to  walh  the  other  :  therefore  I 
fixed  on  the  lefs  thriving  tree  as 
the  faireft  trial.  The  trees  were 
nearly  of  the  fame  height  and 
fhape,  fpreading  a  circle  of  about 
fifty  feet  diameter.  I  think  it  ne- 
ceflary  to  mention  thefe  circum- 
ftances  ;  for  I  know  by  experience, 
that  a  fhort  and  fpreading  tree, 
having  ample  room,  will  increafe 
twice  or  three  times,  and  perhaps 
four  times  as  much,  as  a  tall  fmall- 
headed  tree  of  the  fame  age,  that 
ftands  near  other  trees.  Thus  my 
wafhed  beech  increafed  above  fix 
times  as  much  as  Mr.  Drake’s 
beautiful  beech  %at  Shardeloes, 
though  that  tree  feemed  in  good 
health  when  I  faw  it  in  1759  and 
1766.  But  it  increafed  only  2  in. 
T9gahs  in  thofe  feven  years  ;  which 
may  perhaps  be  owing  to  its  vnft 
height,  being  feventy-four  feet 
and  a  half  to  the  boughs  (as  the 
late  knight  of  the  fhire  for  Suffolk, 
Sir  John  Rous,  told  me  that  Mr. 
Drake  had  informed  him)  only  fix 
feet  and  four  inches  round,  and 
having  a  fmall  head,  and  little 
room  to  fpread. 

Stratton,  Gd,  29,  1775. 
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Directions  for  making  the  kejl  Com- 
pojition  for  the  Metals  of  refieCling 
Delefcopes ,  by  Mr.  John  Mudge. 

A  |  AHE  perfedion  of  the  metal 
JL  of  which  the  fpeculum  lhould 
be  made  confifts  in  its  hardnefs, 
whitenefs,  and  compadnefs  ;  for 
upon  thefe  properties  the  refledive 
powers  and  durability  of  the  fpe¬ 
culum  depend.  And  firft,  of  the 
hardnefs  and  whitenefs  of  the  me¬ 
tal.  There  are  various  compofi- 
tions  recommended  in  Smith’s  Op¬ 
tics,  all  which  have  however  their 
feveral  defeds.  Three  parts  cop¬ 
per  and  one  part  and  one-fourth  of 
tin  will  make,  he  fays,  a  very  hard 
white  metal  ;  but  it  is  liable  to 
be  porous.  This,  however,  is  an 
imperfedion  which  I  fhall  pre- 
fentlyfhevv  the  method  of  prevent¬ 
ing  ;  but  the  permanent  fault  of 
it,  and  which  I  have  myfelf  ex¬ 
perienced,  is,  that  it  is  no:  hard 
enough.  The  fpeculum  of  a  re- 
fleding  telefcope  ought  to  have  the 
utmoft  poffible  hardnefs,  compati¬ 
ble  with  its  being  operated  upon 
by  the  tool. 

It  is  to  be  obferved,  that  ever 
fo  fmall  a  quantity  of  tin  added  to 
melted  copper  dcftroys  its  perfed: 
malleability,  and  at  the  fame  time 
produces  a  metal  whiter  and  harder 
than  copper.  As  the  quantity  of 
tin  is  increafed, 1  fuppole  to  a  fifth 
or  fourth  part,  the  metal  becomes 
whiter,  ftill  harder,  and  confe- 
quently  more  friable.  If  the  quan¬ 
tity  of  tin  be  further  increafed  to 
a  third  of  the  whole  compofition, 
it  will  then  have  its  uemoft  white¬ 
nefs  ;  but  will  be  rendered  at  the 
fame  time  fo  exceedingly  hard  anti 
brittle,  that  the  fineft  wafhed  eate¬ 
ry  upon  lead  or  brafs  will  not  cut 
it  without  breaking  up  its  fur  face  ; 
J  3  -  and 
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and  the  common  blue  flones  uied 
in  grinding  the  fpeculurm,  will  not 
touch  it.  Mr.  Jackfon  (feme  time 
fince  dead)  a  mathematical-inftru- 
ment-jmaker,  and  a  moft  excellent 
workman,  told  me,  that  the  tin 
was  increafed  to  the  above  propor¬ 
tion  in  his  metals ;  but  that  they 
were  fa  exceedingly  hard,  that  it 
coft  him  an  infinite  deal  of  pains, 
and  a  journey  of  two  hundred  miles, 
to  find  out  a  ftone  of  fufticient  hard- 
nefis  to  cut  it,  and  whole  texture 
at  the  fame  time  was  fine  enough 
not  to  injure  its  furface.  I  have 
keen  feveral  of  his  fmifh.ed  metals  ; 
they  were  indeed  perfectly  hard 
and  white  ;  but  the  kind  of  florid 
with  which  he  ground  them  lie  kept 
a  fecret. 

After  many  experiments  with 
various  proportions  of  tin  and  cop¬ 
per,  by  gradually  increafing  the 
former,  I  at  3 aft  found  that  four¬ 
teen  ounces  and  an  half  of  grain- 
tin  to  two  pounds  of  good  Swedifti 
copper,  made  a  beautiful  white 
and  very  hard  metal  ;  fo  hard  in¬ 
deed,  that  the  {lories  would  but 
barely  cut  it,  and  wafhed  emery  on 
brafs  or  tin  but  juft  grind  the  fur- 
face  without  breaking  it  up  ;  where¬ 
as  the  proportion  of  tin  being  in¬ 
creafed  by  the  addition  of  only 
another  half  ounce,  the  former 
inconvenience  immediately  took 
place.  This  therefore  is  the  maxi¬ 
mum  in  point  of  hafdnefs. 

Thus  much  of  the  two  firft  con- 
{iderations,  the  hardneds  and  white- 
pefs  cf  the  metal  ;  the  next,  and 
indeed  the  moft  often tial,  property 
ds.  its  corripa&nefs,  or  its  beino- 
without  pores. 

This  compofition  (though  com¬ 
plete  in  the  former  rcfpe&s)  was, 
ss  well  as  Dr.  Smith’s,  fubjedt 
every  now  ap'd  then  to  be  porous ; 


fometimes,  indeed,  I  fucceeded  in. 
cafting  a  fingle  metal,  or  perhaps 
two  or  three,  without  this  imper- 
fe&ion  ;  at  other  times,  and  moft 
frequently  indeed,  they  were  at¬ 
tended  with  this  defeft,  without 
mv  being  at  all  able  to  form  a 
probable  conjedlure  at  the  caufe  of 
my  fuccefs  or  difappointment.  The 
pores  were  fo  very  fmall  that  they 
were  not  difcoverable  when  the 
metal  had  received  a  good  face  and 
figure  upon  the  hones,  nor  till  the 
laft  and  higheft  poliih  had  been 
given  ;  and  then  it  frequently  ap¬ 
peared  as  if  dulled  over  wfith  mil¬ 
lions  of  microfcopic  pores,  which 
were  exceedingly  prejudicial  in  two 
refpedts  ;  for  firft,  they  became  in 
time  a  lodgment  for  a  moifture 
which  tarnilhed  the  furface  ;  and 
fecondly,  on  poll  fining  the  fpec  il¬ 
ium,  the  putty  neceftarily  rounded 
off  the  edges  of  the  pores,  fo  as  to 
Jpoii  a  great  part  of  the  metal,  by 
the  lofs  of  as  much  light  and  fiharp- 
nefs  in  the  image  as  there  were 
defective  points  of  reflection  in  the 
metal. 

Befides  the  trouble  of  a  great 
number  of  experiments,  in  order  to 
get  rid  of  this  mifehief,  and  to  a f- 
certain  the  caufe  to  which  it  was 
owing,  there  was  this  additional 
inconvenience  attending  it,  viz. 
that  the  fault  was  not  difeovered, 
as  was  obferved  before,  till  a  great 
deal  of  trouble  had  been  takep  in 
grinding  and  even  pqliftiing  the 
metal,  the  whole  of  which  was 
rendered  ufelefs  by  the  mortifying 
difeovery  of  this  defedl. 

I  was  extricated  at  laft  from  this 
difficulty,  and  in  fome  meafure  by 
accident-.  Having  one  day  made 
a  great  number  of  experiments, 
and  having  melted  down  all  the 
good  copper  I  had  or  could  pro¬ 
cure  ; 
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cure;  though  puzzled  and  fatigued, 

yet  not  caring  to  give  it  up,  I  >e- 
colletted  that  I  had  fome  metal 
which  was  referved  out  of  curioflty, 
and  was  a  part  of  one  of  the  bells 
of  St.  Andrew’s  which  had  been 
re-cad.  Expelling,  however,  very 
little  from  this  grofs  and  un  cert  an 
compofition,  I  was  nevertheless  de¬ 
termined  to  fee  what  could  be 
made  of  it  by  enriching  the  com¬ 
pofition  with  a  little  frefh  tin.  Ac¬ 
cordingly  cading  a  metal  with  it, 
it  turned  out  perfectly  free  from 
pores,  and  in  every  relpeci  as  fine 
a  metal  as  ever  I  faw. 

I  could  not  at  fir  ft  conceive  to 
what  this  fuccefs  was  owing;  but 
at  laft  I  hit  upon  the  real  caufe  of 
that  defeft,  which  had  given  me 
fo  much  embarraffment  and  trou¬ 
ble  during  a  courfe  of  near  a  hun¬ 
dred  experiments,  and  in  confe- 
quence  thereof  fell  upon  a  method 
which  ever  after  prevented  it. 

I  had  hitherto  always  melted  the 
copper  firft,  and  when  it  was  fuffi- 
ciently  fufed,  1  ufed  to  add  the  pro¬ 
portional  quantity  or  tin;  and  as 
foon  as  the  two  were  mixed,  and 
the  fcoria  taken  off,  the  metal  was 
poured  into  the  moulds.  I  began 
to  confider  that  putty  was  calcined 
tin,  and  drongly  fufpedted,  that 
the  exceflive  heat  which  the  copper 
neceflarily  undergoes  before  fufion, 
was  fuflicient  to  reduce  p9»Tt  of  th-e 
tin  to  this  flate  of  calcination,  which 
therefore  might  fly  orr  from  the 
compofition  in  the  form  of  putty, 
at  the  time  the  metal  was  poured 
into  the  flafks. 

Upon  this  idea,  after  I  had  fur- 
nifhed  myfelf  with  fome  more 
Svvedifli  copper  and  grain-tin  (botn 
which  I  had  always  before  ufed) 
I  melted  the  copper,  and  having 
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added  the  tin  as  ufual  to  it,  call 
the  whole  into  an  ingot  :  this  was, 
as  I  expected,  porous.  1  then  melt¬ 
ed  it  again,  and  as  in  this  mixed 
{late  it  did  not  acquire  half  the  heat 
which  was  before  neceflary  to  melt 
the  copper  alone,  fo  it  was  not  fuf- 
ficient  to  calcine  the  tin  ;  the  fpe- 
culum  was  then  perfectly  clofe,  and 
free  from  this  fault ;  nor  did  I  ever 
after,  in  a  fingle  inftance,  meet 
with  the  above-mentioned  itrsper- 
fettion. 

All  that  is  neceflary,  therefore, 
to  be  done  to  procure  a  metal  which 
fhall  be  white,  as  hard  as  it  can  be 
wrought,  and  perfectly  compact,  is 
to  melt  two  pounds  of  Swedifh  cop¬ 
per,  and  when  fo  melted,  to  add 
fourteen  ounces  and  a  half  of  grain-^ 
tin  to  it  ;  then,  having  taken  off 
the  fcoria,  to  call  it  into  an  ingot. 
This  metal  mud  be  a  fecond  time 
melted  to  call  the  fpeculum  ;  but 
as  it  will  fufe  in  this  compound 
date  with  a  fmall  heat,  and  there¬ 
fore  will  not  calcine  the  tin  into 
putty,  it  fhould  be  poured  off  as 
foon  as  it  is  melted,  giving  it  no 
more  heat  than  is  absolutely  ne¬ 
ceflary.  It  is  to  be  cbferved,  how¬ 
ever,  that  the  fame  metal,  by  fre¬ 
quent  melting,  loles  Something  oi 
its  hardnefs  and  whitenefs  :  when 
this  is  the  cafe,  it  becomes  neceflary 
to  enrich  the  metal  by  the  addition 
of  a  little  tin,  perhaps  in  the  pro¬ 
portion  of  half  an  ounce  to  a  pound. 
And  indeed  when  the  metal  is  firft 
made,  if  in  dead  of  adding  the  four¬ 
teen  ounces  and  a  half  of  tin  to  tne 
two  pounds  of  melted  copper,  about 
one  ounce  of  the  tin  were  to  be 
referved  and  added  to  it  in  tne 
fucceeding  melting,  before  it  is 
cad  off  into  the  moulds,  the  com¬ 
pofition  would  be  the  more  heau- 
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tiful,  and  the  grain  of  it  mucji 
finer:  this  I  know  by  experience 

to  be  the  cafe. 

The  bed  method  for  giving  the 
melted  metal  a  good  furface  is  this : 
the  moment  before  it  is  poured  oft', 
throw  into  the  crucible  a  fpoonfui 
of  charcoal-duff ;  immediately  af¬ 
ter  which  the  metal  muft  be  ftirred 
with  a  wooden  fpatula,  and  poured 
into  the  moulds. 

I  with  I  may  not  be  confidered 
as  tedious  in  the  above  detail ;  but 
as  this  bu fine fs  caufed  me  a  great 
deal  of  trouble,  I  was  willing  to 
give  fame  account  of  the  means  by 
which  I  was  freed  from  this  diffi-f 
culty  ever  after.  Perhaps,  indeed, 
the  whole  of  this  procefs  may  be 
unneceftary,  as  many  years  fince, 
I  communicated  this  composition, 
and  I  believe  at  the  fame  time  the 
method  of  preventing  the  pores,  to 
the  late  Mr.  Peter  Collinfon,  a 
member  of  the  Royal  Society ; 
and  likewife  two  or  three  years 
fince,  at  the  defire  of  my  brother, 
to  Mr.  Michel!.  Although  it  be 
poffible,  therefore,  that  this  me¬ 
thod  is  generally  known,  yet,  as  I 
have  frequently  of  late  feen  fpecula 
with  this  defeft,  and  obferved  me¬ 
tals  of  fome  of  Mr.  Short’s  tele- 
fcopes  which  are  not  quite  fo  per¬ 
fect  as  could  be  wifhed  (though 
they  are  all  exquifitely  figured)  I 
was  willing  by  this  publication 
wholly  to  remove  any  future  embar- 
raffment  of  this  fort,  and  to  furnifh 
workmen  with  an  excellent  compo- 
fition  for  their  metals.  And  would 
the  Royal  Society  be  pleafed  to 
honour  the  procefs  with  a  place  in 
tiieir  records,  I  know  of  no  other 
v  method  fo  proper  to  give  this,  as 
well  as  the  following  information, 
p  general  notoriety. 

The  metal  being  caft,  there  will 
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be  no  occafion  for  the  complicated 
apparatus  directed  by  Dr.  Smith, 
for  grinding  and  polifhing  it.  Four 
tools  aie  all  that  are  neceifary,  viz. 
the  rough  grinder  to  work  off  the 
rough  face  of  the  metal ;  a  brafs 
convex-grinder,  on  which  the  metal 
i$  to  receive  its  fpherical  figure  ; 
a  bed  of  hones,  which  is  to  perfedt 
that  figure,  and  to  give  the  metal 
a  fine  fmooth  face  ;  and  a  concave 
tool  or  bruifer,  with  which  both 
the  brafs  grinder,  and  the  hones 
are  to  be  formed.  A  poliftier  may 
be  confidered  as  an  additional  tool ; 
but  as  the  brafs  grinder  is  ufed 
for  this  purpofe,  and  its  pitchy 
furface  is  expeditioufly,  and  with¬ 
out  difficulty  formed  by  the  bruif¬ 
er,  the  apparatus  is  therefore  not 
enlarged. 


On  the  JJfe  of  Oak  Leaves  in  Hot - 
Houfes  in  Preference  to  Tanner' s 
Bark ,  by  W.  Speechly,  Gardener 
to  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Port¬ 
land. 

I  Prefume  that  the  leaves  of  the 
oak  abound  with  the  fame  qua¬ 
lity  as  the  bark  of  the  tree,  there¬ 
fore  the  fooner  they  are  raked  up 
after  they  fall  from  the  trees,  the 
better,  as  that  quality  will  natu¬ 
rally  decreafe  during  the  time  they 
are  expofed  to  the  weather.  After 
being  raked  into  heaps  they  fhould 
immediately  be  carried  to  fome 
place  near  the  hot-houfes,  where 
they  muft  lie  to  couch .  I  generally 
fence  them  round  with  charcoal 
hurdles,  or  any  thing  elfe  to  keep 
them  from  being  blown  about  the 
garden  in  windy  weather.  In  this 
place  we  tread  them  well,  and  wa¬ 
ter  them  in  cafe  they  happen  to 
have  been  brought  in  dry.  We 
2  piafee 
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make  the  heap  fix  or  feven  feet  in 
thicknef?,  covering  it  over  with 
old  matts,  or  any  thing  clfe>  to 
prevent  the  upper  leaves  from  be¬ 
ing  blown  away.  In  a  few  days 
the  heap  will  come  to  a  ftrong 
heat.  For  the  firft  year  or  two 
that  I  ufed  thefe  leaves,  I  did  not 
|  continue  them  in  the  heat  longer 
than  ten  days  or  a  fortnight;  but 
in  this  I  difcovered  a  confiderable 
inconvenience,  as  they  fettled  fo 
much  when  got  into  the  hot-houfe 
as  foon  to  require  afupply.  Taught 
by  experience,  I  now  let  them 
remain  in  the  heap  for  five  or  fix 
weeks,  by  which  time  they  are 
properly  prepared  for  the  hot- 
houfes.  In  getting  them  into  the 
pine-pits,  if  they  appear  dry,  vve 
water  them  again,  treading  them  in 
layers  exceedingly  well  till  the  pits 
are  quite  full.  We  then  cover  the 
whole  with  tan  to  the  thicknefs  of 
two  inches,  and  tread  it  well  till 
the  furface  -become  fmooth  and 
even.  On  this  we  place  the  pine 
pots  in  the  manner  they  are  to 
hand,  beginning  with  the  middle 
row  firft,  and  filling  up  the  fpaces 
between  the  pots  with  tan.  In 
like  manner  we  proceed  to  the  next 
row  till  the  whole  be  finilhed  ;  and 
this  operation  is  performed  in  the 
fame  manner  as  when  tan  only  is 
ufed. 

After  this  the  leaves  require  no 
farther  trouble  the  whole  feafon 
through,  as  they  will  retain  acon- 
ftant  and  regular  heat  for  twelve 
months  without  either  ftirring  or 
turning;  and  if  I  may  form  a 
judgment  from  their  appearance 
when  taken  out,  (being  always  en¬ 
tire  and  perfect)  it  is  probable  they 
would  continue  their  heat  through 
a  fecond  year;  but  as  an  annual 
fupply  of  leaves  is  eafily  obtained. 


fuch  a  trial  is  hardly  worth  the 
trouble  of  making. 

After  this  the  pines  will  have 
no  occafion  to  be  moved  but  at  the 
ftated  times  of  their  management, 
viz.  at  the  Ihlfting  them  in  their 
pots,  &c.  when  at  each  time  a  lit¬ 
tle  frefh  tan  fhould  be  added  to 
make  up  the  deficiency  arifing 
from  the  fettling  of  the  beds;  but 
this  will  be  inconfiderable,  as  the 
leaves^do  not  fettle  much  after  their 
long  couching.  During  the  two  firft 
years  of  my  pradtice  I  did  not  ufe 
any  tan,  but  plunged  the  pine- 
pots  into  the  leaves,  and  juft  co¬ 
vered  the  furfaceof  the  beds,  when 
finilhed,  with  a  little  faw-duft,  to 
give  it  a  neatnef?.  This  method 
was  attended  with  one  inconve¬ 
nience  ;  for  by  the  caking  of  the 
leaves  they  fhrunk  from  the  fides  of 
the  pots,  whereby  they  became  ex- 
pofed  to  the  air,  and  at  the  fame 
time  the  heat  of  the  beds  was  per¬ 
mitted  to  efcape. 

Many  powerful  reafons  may  be 
given  why  oak  leaves  (for  I  have 
not  tried  any  other  kinds)  are  pre¬ 
ferable  to  tanners  bark. 

Firft,  They  always  heat  regu¬ 
larly  ;  for  during  the  whole  time 
that  I  have  ufed  them,  which  is 
near  feven  years,  I  never  once  knew 
of  their  heating  with  violence ; 
and  this  is  fo  frequently  the  cafe 
with  tan,  that  I  affirm,  and  indeed 
it  is  well  known  to  every  perfon 
converfant  in  the  management  of 
the  hot-houfe,  that  pines  fuffer 
more  from  this  one  circumftance, 
than  from  all  the  other  accidents 
put  together,  infedts  excepted. 
When  this  accident  happens  near 
the  time  of  their  fruiting,  the  eftedt 
is  foon  feen  in  the  fruit,  which  al¬ 
ways  comes  ill-lhaped  and  exceed¬ 
ingly  fmal!.  Sometimes  there  will 

be 
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be  little  or  no  fruit  at  all;  there¬ 
fore  gardeners  who  make  ufe  of 
tan  only  for  their  pines,  fhould  be 
moll  particularly  careful  to  avoid 
an  over-heat  at  that  critical  feafon 
— the  time  o f  jhenving  fruit. 

Secondly,  The  heat  of  oak 
leaves  is  conftant ;  whereas  tan¬ 
ners  bark  generally  turns  cold  in 
a  very  fhort  time  after  its  furious 
heat  is  gone  off.  This  obliges  the 
gardener  to  give  the  tan  frequent 
turnings  in  order  to  promote  its 
heating.  Thefe  frequent  turnings 
(not  to  mention  the  expence)  are 
attended  with  the  wqrft  confe- 
quences;  for  by  the  continual 
moving  of  the  pots  backwards  and 
forwards,  the  pines  are  expofed  to 
thp  extremes  of  heat  and  cold, 
whereby  their  growth  is  confidera- 
bly  retarded  ;  whereas  when  leaves 
are  ufed,  the  pines  will  have  no 
occafton  to  be  moved  but  at  the 
times  of  potting,  &c. — /The  pines 
have  one  particular  advantage  in 
this  undifturbed  fituation ;  their 
roots  grow  through  the  bottoms  of 
the  pots  and  matt  amongft  the  leaves 
in  a  fur  pricing  manner^  From  the 
vigour  of  the  plants,  when  in  this 
htuation,  it  is  highly  probable  that 
the  leaves,  even  in  this  Hate,  afford 
them  an  uncommon  and  agreeable 
nourifhment. 

Thirdly,  There  is  a  faving  in 
point  of  expence,  which  is  no  in- 
confiderable  objefl  in  places  where 
tan  cannot  be  had  but  from  a  great 
diftance,  as  is  the  cafe  here,  the 
article  of  carriage  amounting  to 
ten  (hillings  for  each  waggon-load. 
Indeed  this  was  the  principal  rea¬ 
son  that  firil  induced  me  to  make 
trial  of  leaves. 

My  laid  ground  of  preference 
is  the  confideration  that  decayed 
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leaves  makegood  manure;  whereas 
rotten  tan  is  experimentally  found 
to  be  of  no  value.  I  have  often 
tried  it  both  on  fand  and  clay,  alfo 
on  wet  and  dry  lands,  and  never 
could  difcover  in  any  of  my  ex¬ 
periments,  thatit  deferved  the  name 
of  a  manure  ;  whereas  decayed 
leaves  are  the  richeft,  and,  of  all 
others,  the  mod  fuitable  for  a 
garden.  But  this  mu  ft  only  be  un- 
derftoodofieavesafterthey  have  un¬ 
dergone  their  fermentation,  which 
reduces  them  to  a  trap  vegetable 
mould,  in  which  we  experimentally 
know  that  the  food  of  plants  is 
contained — but  whether  that  food 
be  oil,  mucilage ,  or  fait,  or  a  com¬ 
bination  of  all  three,  I  leave  to 
philofophers  to  determine.  This 
black  mould  is,  of  all  others,  the 
moft  proper  to  mix  with  compoft 
earth,  and  I  ufe  it  in  general  for 
pines,  and  almoft  for  every  thing 
that  grows  in  pots.  For  flowers  it 
is  moll  excellent.  The  remainder 
of  this  vegetable  mould  may  be 
employed  in  manuring  the  quarters 
of  the  kitchen-garden,  for  which 
purpofe  it  is  highly  ufeful. 

Leaves  mixed  with  dung  make 
excellent  hot-beds — and  I  find  that 
beds  compounded  in  this  manner 
preferve  their  heat  much  longer 
than  when  made  entirely  with 
dung.  In  both  cafes  the  applica¬ 
tion  of  leaves  will  be  a  confider- 
able  faving  of  dung,  a  circumftance 
very  agreeable,  as  it  will  be  the 
means  of  preventing  the  contefts 
frequently  obferved  in  large  fami¬ 
lies  between  the  fuperintendant  of 
the  gardens  and  the  directors  of  the 
hufbandry. 

Welbeck,  w_  SPEECHLY. 
ret/.  20,  1776. 

Ufeful 
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XJJeful  Hints  for  learning  to  fwim.' 

By  Benjamin  Franklin,  LL .  D. 

F .  R.  S.  In  a  Letter  to  a  Friend. 

Dear  Sir, 

CANNOT  be  of  opinion  with 
you,  that  it  is  too  late  in  life 
for  you  to  learn  to  fvyim ;  the  river 
near  the  bottom  of  your  garden, 
affords  a  mok  convenient  place  for 
the  purpofe.  And,  as  your  new 
employment  requires  your  being 
often  on  the  water,  of  which  you 
have  fuch  a  dread,  I  think  you 
would  do  well  to  make  the  trial  ; 
nothing  being  fo  likely  to  remove 
thcfe  apprehenfions,  as  the  con- 
fcioufnefs  of  an  ability  to  fwim  to 
the  (here  in  cafe  of  an  accident,  or 
of  fupporting  yourfelf  in  the  water 
till  a  boat  could  come  to  take  you 
up. 

I  do  not  know  how  far  corks  or 
bladders  may  be  ufeful  in  learning 
to  fwim,  having  never  feen  much 
trial  of  them.  Pofhbly  they  may 
be  of  fervice  in  fupporting  the 
body  while  you  are  learning  what 
is  called  the  kroke,  or  that  man¬ 
ner  of  drawing  in  and  ftriking  out 
the  hands  and  feet  that  is  neceflary 
to  produce  progrefiive  motion. 
But  you  will  be  no  fwimmer  till 
you  can  place  fome  confidence  in 
the  power  of  the  water  to  fupport 
you;  I  would  therefore  advife  the 
acquiring  that  confidence  in  the 
firk  place,  efoekially  as  I  have 
known  feveral  who,  by  a  little  ot 
the  pr  a  cl  i  ce  neceflary  for  that  pur¬ 
pofe,  have  infenfibly  acquired  the 
kroke,  taught  as  it  were  by  na¬ 
ture. 

The  practice  I  mean  is  this : 
chufing  a  place  where  the  water 
deepens  gradually,  walk  coolly  in 
to  it  till  it  is  up  to  your  break, 
then  turn  round  your  face  to  the 
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flrore,  and  throw  an  egg  into  the 
water,  between  you  and  the  fhore; 
it  will  fink  to  the  bottom,  and  be 
eafily  feen  there,  as  your  water  is 
clear.  It  mull;  lie  in  the  water  fo 
deep  as  that  you  cannot  reach  it 
to  take  it  up  but  by  diving  for  it. 
To  encourage  yourfejf  in  order  to 
do  this,  reflett  that  your  progrefs 
will  be  from  deeper  to  fnallower 
water,  and  that  at  any  time  you 
may,  by  bringing  your  legs  under 
you,  and  landing  on  the  bottom, 
raife  your  head  far  above  the  wa¬ 
ter.  Then  plunge  under  it  with 
your  eyes  open,  throwing  yourfelf 
towards  the  egg,  and  endeavour¬ 
ing,  by  the  aftion  of  your  hands 
and  feet  againft  the  water,  to  get 
forward  till  within  reach  of  it.  In 
this  attempt  you  will  find  that  the) 
water  buoys  you  up  againll  youi; 
inclination  ;  that  it  is  not  fo  ea If 
a  thing  to  fink  as  you  imagined  ; 
that  you  cannot,  but  by  a&iv  e 
force,  get  down  to  the  egg.  Thu.s 
you  feel  the  power  of  the  water  f:o 
lupport  you,  and  learn  to  conficle 
in  that  power;  while  your  ende?K 
vours  to  overcome  it,  and  to  reac.h 
the  egg,  teach  you  the  manner  <of 
acting  on  the  water  with  your  feet 
and  hands,  which  abtion  is  after¬ 
wards  ufed  in  fwimming  to  fuppoirt 
your  head  higher  above  water,  or 
to  go  forward  through  it. 

I  would  the  more  earneftly  prufs 
you  to  the  trial  of  this  method, 
becaufe,  though  I  think  i  fatisfi  ed 
you  that  your  body  is  lighter  than 
water,  and  that  you  might  float  in 
it  a  long  time  with  your  mouth  free 
for  breathing,  if  you  would  put 
yourfelf  in  a-  proper  pofture,  and 
would  be  Rill,  and  forbear  krug- 
gling,  yet,  till  you  have  obtaim- 
ed  this  experimental  confidence 
in  the  water,  I  cannot  depend  on 
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your  having  the  neceftary  prefence 
of  mind  to  recoiled  that  pofture, 
and  the  dire&ions  I  gave  you  relat¬ 
ing  to  it.  The  furprife  may  put 
all  out  of  your  mind.  For,  though 
we  value  ourfelves  on  being  rea- 
fonable  knowing  creatures,  reafon 
and  knowledge  feem,  on  fuch  oc- 
cafions,  to  be  of  little  ufe  to  us : 
and  the  brutes,  to  whom  we  al¬ 
low  fcarce  a  glimmering  of  either, 
appear  to  have  the  advantage  of 
us. 

I  will,  however,  take  this  op¬ 
portunity  of  repeating  thofe  parti¬ 
culars  to  you,  which  I  mentioned 
in  ourlaft  converfation,  as,  by  pe- 
rufing  them  at  your  leifure,  you 
may  poffibly  imprint  them  fo  in 
your  memory,  as  on  occafion  to 
be  of  fome  ufe  to  you. 

ill.  That,  though  the  legs,  arms, 
and  head  of  a  human  body,  being 
folid  parts,  are  fpecifically  fome- 
what  heavier  than  frefh  water,  yet 
the  trunk,  particularly  the  upper 
part,  from  its  hollownefs,  is  fo 
much  lighter  than  water,  as  that 
the  whole  of  the  body,  taken  to¬ 
gether,  is  too  light  to  fink  wholly 
under  water,  but  fome  part  will 
remain  above,  until  the  lungs  be¬ 
come  filled  with  water ;  which 
happens  from  drawing  water  into 
them  inftead  of  air,  when  a  perfon, 
in  the  fright,  attempts  breathing, 
while  the  mouth  and  noftrils  are 
under  water. 

2dly,  That  tne  legs  and  arms 
are  fpecifically  lighter  than  falt- 
water,  and  will  be  fupported  by  it; 
fo  that  a  human  body  would  not 
fink  in  fait- water,  though  the 
lungs  were  filled  as  above,  but  from 
the  greater  fpecific  gravity  of  the 
head. 

3dly,  That  therefore  a  perfon 
throwing  himfeif  on  his  back  in 

1 


fait  water,  and  extending  his  arms, 
may  eafily  lie  fo  as  to  keep  his 
mouth  and  noftrils  free  for  breath¬ 
ing;  and  by  a  fmall  motion  of  * 
his  hands,  may  prevent  turning, 
if  he  fhould  perceive  any  tendency 
to  it. 

4thly,  That,  in  frefh  water,  if 
a  man  throws  himfeif  on  his  back, 
near,  the  furface,  he  cannot  long 
continue  in  that  fituation,  but  by 
a  proper  adtion  of  his  hands  on 
the  water.  If  he  ufes  no  fuch 
adtion,  the  legs  and  lower  part  of 
the  body  will  gradually  fink  till  he 
comes  into  an  upright  pofition,  in 
which  he  will  continue  fufpended, 
the  hollow  of  the  break  keeping 
the  head  uppermoft. 

5thly,  But  if  in  this  eredl  pofition 
the  head  is  kept  upright  above  the 
fhoulders,  as  when  we  ftand  on  the 
ground,  the  immerfion  will,  by 
the  weight  of  that  part  of  the  head 
that  is  out  of  water,  reach  above 
the  mouth  and  noftrils,  perhaps  a 
little  above  the  eyes,  fo  that  a  man 
cannot  long  remain  fufpended  in 
water  with  his  head  in  that  poft- 
tion. 

6thly,  The  body  continued  fuf¬ 
pended  as  before,  and  upright,  if 
the  head  be  leaned  quite  back,  fo 
that  the  fpce  looks  upwards,  all  the 
back  part  of  the  head  being  then 
under  water,  and  its  weight  confe- 
quently  in  a  great  meafure  fupport¬ 
ed  by  it,  the  face  will  remain 
above  water  quite  free  for  breath- 
ing,  will  rife  an  inch  higher  every 
infpiration,  and  fink  as  much  every 
expiration,  but  never  fo  low  as 
that  the  water  may  come  over  the 
mouth. 

ythly.  If  therefore  a  perfon,  un¬ 
acquainted  with  fwimming,  and 
falling  accidentally  into  the  water, 
could  have  prefence  of  mind  fufft- 
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cient  to  avoid  Uruggling  and  plung¬ 
ing,  and  to  let  the  body  take  this 
natural  pofition,  he  might  conti¬ 
nue  long  fafe  from  drowning,  till 
perhaps  help  would  come.  For, 
as  to  the  cloaths,  their  additional 
weight,  while  immerfed,  is  very 
inconliderable,  the  water  fupport- 
ing  it ;  though,  when  he  comes 
out  of  the  water,  he  would  find 
them  very  heavy  indeed. 

But,  as  I  faid  before,  I  would 
not  advife  you  or  any  one  to  de¬ 
pend  on  having  this  prefence  of 
mind  on  fuch  an  occafion,  but 
learn  fairly  to  fwim,  as  I  with  all 
men  were  taught  to  do  in  their 
youth  ;  they  would,  on  many  oc¬ 
currences,  be  the  fafer  for  having 
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that  fkill,  and  on  many  more  the 
happier,  as  freer  from  painful  ap- 
prehenfions  of  danger,  to  fay  no¬ 
thing  of  the  enjoyment  in  fo  de¬ 
lightful  and  wholefome  an  exercife* 
Soldiers  particularly  Ihould,  mO- 
thinks,  all  be  taught  to  fwim  ;  it 
might  be  of  frequent  ufe  either  in. 
furprizing  an  enemy,  or  faving 
themfelves.  And,  if  I  had  now 
boys  to  educate,  I  fhould  prefer 
thofe  fchools  (other  things  being 
equal)  where  an  opportunity  was 
afforded  for  acquiring  fo  advanta¬ 
geous  an  art,  which,  once  learnt, 
is  never  forgotten.  I  am.  See. 

B.  Franklin. 
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Afn  Account  of  the  Events  produced  in 
England,  by  the  Grant  of  the 
Kingdom  of  Sicily,  to  Prince 
Edmund,  Second  Son  cf  King 
Henry  the  Third.  By  Thomas 
A  Me,  Eftp. 

p  H  E  grant  of  the  kingdom 
JL  of  Sicily  by  Pope  Innocent 
the  Fourth  to  Prince  Edmund, 
will  be  found  upon  enquiry  to 
ftav  e  produced  the  greatelt  events 
in  t  heir  confequences,  that  ever  a'p- 
pea  red  in  the  annals  of  England. 
Airmngk  others,  the  affociaiion  of 
the  barons  againk  King  Henry 
the  Third;  the  appointing  con¬ 
fer'  /ators  of  the  peace  in  the  feveral 
counties;  and  the  fettling  the  de¬ 
mo  cratical  part  of  our  conMtuiion 
uptpn  a  permanent  bafis,  by  Simon 
Mcpntfort,  Earl  of  Leiceker,  whilk 
the  king  was  his  prifoner. 

i  Is  the  king’s  wars  with  his  ba¬ 
rons  have  not  been  generally  at- 
trib  uted  to  his  connections  with 
Sici  iy,  and  foreign  hiftorians  be¬ 
ing  almoft  filent  upon  this  head,  I 
Fatter  myfelf  that  an  account  of 
this  tran faction  may  be  acceptable 
to  th  e  focietv. 

j 

^  The.  emperor  Frederick,  who 
died  in  1250,  by  his  will  fhared 
his  kingdoms  amongft  his  chil¬ 
dren.  He  gave  the  1  lie  of  Sicily 
to  his  i  on  Henry,  whom  he  had  by 
his  .third  wife  Ifabella  of  Eng¬ 
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land,  filter  to  King  Henry  the 
Third.  But  the  Emperor  Conrade 
the  Fourth,  his  fucceffor,  being 
at  war  with  Pope  Innocent  the 
Fourth,  that  Pontiff  attempted  to 
feize  upon  Sicily:  and,  appre¬ 
hending  that  this  attempt  might 
be  attended  with  great  expence, 
he  endeavoured  toperfuadeRichard 
Earl  of  Cornwall,  third  brother  to 
King  Henry  the  Third,  to  accept 
of  the  crown  of  Sicily  ;  flattering 
himfelf,  that  the  earl’s  immenfe 
wealth  would  enable  him  to  fup- 
port  his  military  operations:  but 
Richard,  being  a  prince  of  great 
ceconomy,  declined  the  offer.  The 
Pope  afterwards  offered  the  crown 
of  the  Two  Sicilies  to  King  Henry 
the  Third,  who  refufed  the  pre- 
fent ;  being  unwilling  to  deprive 
his  nephew  Henry  of  his  kingdom. 
However,  Conrade,  having  put 
his  brother  Henry  to  death,  and 
made  himfelf  maker  of  Sicily,  was 
in  the  year  1253  poifoned,  as  is 
foppofed,  by  his  bakard-brother 
Manfred,  who  ufurped  the  throne 
of  that  kingdom.  Hereupon  Pope 
Innocent  the  IVth,  improving  the 
opportunity,  made  himfelf  maker 
ofNaples ;  but  Conradine,  the  fon 
of  the  late  emperor,  continuing 
the  war,  the  Pope  found  himfelf 
unable  to  maintain  the  army  which, 
he  had  fent  to  Naples.  In  this 
exigency  he  applied  once  more  to 
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the  king  of  England,  and  offered 
him  the  crown  of  Sicily  for  his 
fecond  fon  Edmund ;  obferving, 
that  as  his  nephew  Henry  was  dead, 
there  was  no  further  room  for  his 
fcruples, 

Henry  was  weak  enough  to  ac¬ 
cept  the  offer,  and  not  only  fent 
the  Pope  all  the  money  which  he 
could  borrow  or  extort  from  his 
fubjedts,  but  was  al!o  fo  indilcreet, 
as  to  engage  for  the  payment  of  all 
the  fums  which  the  Pope  might 
borrow  for  placing  Prince  Ed¬ 
mund  upon  the  throne  of  Sicily. 
The  Pope,  the  better  to  carry  on 
his  defigns,  and  to  amufe  and 
pleafe  the  king,  who  was  become 
exceedingly  fond  of  this  Sicilian 
connexion,  fent  over  into  England 
Albert  his  notary,  with  inftruc- 
tions  to  grant  the  kingdom  of  Si¬ 
cily  to  Prince  Edmund  and  his 
heirs.  1 

The  Pontiff,  finding  that  Henry 
was  fo  compleatly  fallen  into  his 
fnare,  fpared  not  the  king’s  purfe, 
and  drew  away  his  money  fo  fa  ft, 
that  his  ordinary  revenue  could 
not  poffibly  anfvver  the  expence. 
This  put  him  upon  various  me¬ 
thods  of  obtaining  money  from  his 
people,  which  rendered  him  ex¬ 
ceedingly  odious  to  them  ;  but  he 
was  fo  infatuated  with  the  hopes 
of  acquiring  a  kingdom  for  his 
fon,  that  he  difregarded  their  com¬ 
plaints.  Notwithftanding  Pope 
Innocent  was  very  fenfible  that  it 
was  out  of  the  king’s  power  to  per¬ 
form  his  engagements,  he  affifted 
him  with  his  apoflolical  authority 
in  borrowing  and  fqueezing  money 
from  the  clergy  as  well  as  from 
the  laity;  and  when  Henry  was 
unable  to  fatisfy  his  demands,  the 
Pope  threatened  to  give  the  crown 
of  Sicily  to  feme  other  prince;  but. 
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his  forces  being  defeated  by  thofe 
of  Manfred  between  Troya  and 
Foggia  in  the  year  1254,  he  foon 
after  died,  as  it  is  faid,  of  vexa¬ 
tion.  Elis  fucceffor  Alexander  the 
fourth,  at  a  great  expence,  car¬ 
ried  on  the  war  again  ft  Manfred, 
who,  having  defeated  the  forces  of 
his  Holinefs  near  Nocera,  was 
crowned  king  of  the  Two  Sicilies. 

Pope  Alexander  pradlifed  the 
fame  arts  as  his  predeceffor  upon 
the  King  of  England,  who,  being 
ignorant  of  what  had  happened  in 
Italy,  was  made  the  dupe  of  this 
defigning  Pontiff.  And  he,  the 
better  to  conceal  his  intended  im- 
pofitions  upon  Henry,  fent  the 
bifhop  of  Banonia  to  London  with 
a  bull,  confirming  his  predeceffor’s 
grant  of  the  kingdom  of  Sicily  to 
Prince  Edmund,  upon  the  follow¬ 
ing  conditions,  viz. 

That  Edmund  fhould  perform 
liege  homage  to  the  Pope. 

That  Sicily  fhould  be  no  longer 
divided;  but  that  the  two  parts 
fhould  be  under  the  government  of 
one  and  the  fame  king. 

That  the  king  fhould  make  the 
Pope  every  year  an  acknowledge¬ 
ment  cf  two  thoufand  ounces  of 
pure  gold. 

That  he  fhould  fend  three  hun¬ 
dred  horfe  for  three  months  to  ferve 
the  church  in  cafe  of  need. 

That  the  churches  of  Sicily 
fhould  enjoy  their  liberties,  and 
that  the  Pope  fhould  quietly  pof- 
fefs  his  rights  to  thofe  churches. 

That  Edmund  and  his  fuccef- 
fors,  when  they  paid  their  homage, 
fhould  fwear  that  they  would  ne¬ 
ver  confent  to  be  cholen  em¬ 
perors,  on.  pain  of  lofing  their 
crown,  and  being  excommuni¬ 
cated. 

That  the  church  fhould  keep 

poffel- 
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poffeffion  of  the  Dutchy  of  Bene- 
vento. 

That  Edmund,  when  he  came 
to  the  age  of  fifteen,  fhould  per¬ 
form  his  homage  in  perfon ;  and 
until  then  the  kino-  his  father 
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fhould  pay  it  for  him.  (The  form 
of  the  homage  is  inferted  in  the  in- 
Ilrument.) 

That  it  fhould  be  at  the  Pope’s 
choice,  whether  ,  he  would  have 
homage  paid  him  by  Edmund  and 
his  fucceffors  in  perfon  or  by  proxy. 
And, 

That  Edmund  fhould  confirm 
and  maintain  the  grants  made  by 
his  predecefTors  to  the  family  of 
Hoemburch. 

Befide?  the  above  conditions, 
there  were  many  other  conventions 
and  inffruments  for  puttln  g  Ed¬ 
mund  into  poflefiion  of  the  king¬ 
dom;  feveral  of  which  may  be 
found  in  the  Foedera;  and  many 
more  are  extant  upon  the  patent, 
claufe,  and  charter  rolls. 

About  the  end  of  Odlober,  1255, 
the  ceremony  of  invefliture  was 
performed  at  London  by  thebifhop 
of  Bononia,  in  the  prefence  of  the 
king  arid  a  numerous  aflembly  of 
great  men,  by  the  fymbol  of  a 
ring  which  the  Pope  had  fent  for 
That  purpofe.  The  poor  king  wept 
for  joy  at  this  ceremony,  and  fent 
the  Pope  immediately  afterwards 
fifty  thoufand  marks,  and  bound 
himfelf  to  fend  two  hundred  thou¬ 
fand  more  within  a  dated  time; 
upon  which  account,  the  Pope 
granted  the  king  the  tenths  of 
the  revenues  of  the  clergy. 

Although  the  king’s  flatterers 
congratulated  him  upon  this  aug¬ 
mentation  of  glory,  there  were 
wifer  people  who  were  grieved  to 
lee  their  iovereign  fo  g?eat  a  dupe 
to  the  Pope ;  and  perceived  that 
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all  the  ready-money  in  the  king¬ 
dom  \#as  not  fufficient  to  bring 
about  the  undertaking  in  which 
he  was  embarked.  In  fhort,  this 
Sicilian  connection  was  become  ex¬ 
ceedingly  unpopular,  and  the  bu- 
finefs  grew  more  and  more  alarm¬ 
ing.  However,  Henry  being  pref- 
fed  by  the  Pope,  was  obliged  to 
call  a  parliament,  for  fupplies; 
and  he,  to  avoid  oppofition,  omit¬ 
ted  fending  writs  to  the  refraCtory 
barons.  In  this  parliament,  the 
king  introduced  his  fon  cloathed 
in  the  Apulian  habit,  and  made 
a  fpeech,  wherein  he  demanded 
large  fupplies  for  placing  him  upon 
the  throne  of  Sicily ;  but  thebarons, 
being fenflble of  theridiculous  cheat 
impofed  by  the  Pope,  determined 
not  to  lavilh  the  treafure  of  the 
kingdom  upon  fuch  a  chimerical 
projedl,  abfolutely  refufed  to  com¬ 
ply  with  the  king’s  demands  ;  and 
afligned  the  following  reafons  for 
their  refufal : 

1.  The  great  diftance  of  that 
kingdom  from  England. 

2.  The  difficulties  of  fecuring  a 
free  paflage  through  the  territories 
of  powers  at  enmity  with  the  king 
of  England,  and  perhaps  favourers 
of  his  adverfary. 

3.  Manfred’s  being  in  poflef- 
fion  of  Labor  ( Laboris J  and  other 

’'places  through  which  the  commu¬ 
nication  between  the  feveral  parts 
of  the  kingdom  is  ufually  carried 
on.  - 

4.  The  flrength  of  the  prince 
(Manfred)  in  the  kingdom. 

5.  The  alliance  actually  fubfifL 
ing  between  that  prince,  the  na¬ 
tives  of  Apulia,  and  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  the  adjacent  countries. 

6.  Manfred’s  being  in  pofleflion 
of  mod  of  the  cities,  caftles,  and 
fortreffes/  of  the  kingdom. 

7.  The 
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7.  The  great  riches  which  that  their  aflent  to  the  king’s  taking 
prince  daily  received  from  thence.  upon  himfelf  the  burthen  of  this 


8.  The  immenfe  expence  al¬ 
ready  incurred  by  the  king  with¬ 
out  any  advantages  gained  in  re¬ 
turn. 

9.  The  exceffive  Turns  requifite 
for  difcharging  the  debts  then  due, 
as  alfo  for  defraying  the  expences 
of  Prince  Edmund’s  journey,  and 
fettling  him  in  quiet  pofTeffion  of 
the  kingdom  ;  all  which  would 
amount  to  more  money  than  the 
whole  kingdom  of  England  could 
produce. 

10.  The  deftrudlion  and  impo- 
verifhment  of  England,  which  mud 
be  the  confequence  of  the  feveral 
and  freqtient  iters  or  circuits  of 
the  juftices,  and  of  a  variety  of 
extortions,  feizures,  and  other  op- 
preffions. 

11.  The  fcantinefs  of  the  king’s 
and  his  fon’s  treafure,  and  the  po¬ 
verty  of  the  Englifh  as  well  clergy 
as  laity. 

12.  The  troubles  prevailing  in 
Gafcony,  Ireland,  and  Scotland. 

13.  .The  hoftile  invafion  of  Eng¬ 
land  by  the  Welch,  in  order  to 
drive  out  the  natives  by  force  of 
arms. 

14.  The  diminution  of  the  pow¬ 
er  of  England  in  refpedl  to  its 
councellors,  wealth,  and  people, 
which  the  departure  of  the  Earl  of 
Cornwall  mull  occafion. 

13.  Theengouragement  it  would 
give  to  the  King  of  France,  and 
other  neighbouring  princes,  but 
more  efpecially  to  iuch  as  former¬ 
ly  polTelfed  lands  in  England,  to 
attack  that  kingdom,  fo  foon  as 
the  affairs  of  Sicily  had  drained  it 
of  men,  councellors,  arms,  and 
money. 

16.  The  refolutions  they  had 
taken  not  only  to  refufe  giving 
Vol,  XX.* 


bufinefs,  lelt  it  fhould  be  furmifed 
that  they  confented  to  his  being 
betrayed  or  delivered  into  the 
hands  of  his  enemies;  but  totally 
to  decline  being  concerned  in  the 
^bufinefs  aforefaid  jointly  with  the 
king  ;  and  that  as  well  for  the  be¬ 
fore-mentioned  reafons,  as  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  immoderate  ahd  un¬ 
certain  expence  wherewith  it  muft 
be  attended,  and  which  could  noc 
be  raifed. 

Laflly,  The  difficult  and  heavy 
terms  required  in  cafe  the  bufinei 
fhould  be  undertaken,  and  which, 
might  occafion  the  king’s  lof s  of 
his  right  to  that  kingdom  after  in¬ 
finite  trouble  and  expence  in  or¬ 
der  to  obtain  it. 

In  this  extremity  the  King  and 
the  Pope  united  in  oppreffing  the 
people  ;  the  king  iffued  a  procla* 
mation,  commanding  all  that  were 
worth  13/.  per  a?inum  in  land  to 
take  the  order  of  knighthood,  or 
to  pay  a  certain  fum  :  he  alfo  took 
a  tallage  of  300  marks  from  the  ci¬ 
tizens  of  London,  and  his  Holi- 
nefs  fent  Rufbnd.  his  legate  into 
England  to  extort  money ;  for 
which  purpofe  hefummoned  an  af- 
fembly  of  the  bifhops  and  abbots, 
whom  he  acquainted  with  the 
Pope’s  and  the  King’s  pleafure* 
The  demands  of  the  legate  were 
fo  exorbitant,  that  they  were  re¬ 
ceived  by  the  affembly  with  the 
greatefl  furprize  and  indignation. 
The  Bifhop  of  Worcefler  declared 
roundly,  that  he  would  lofe  his  life 
rather  than  comply.  The  Bifhop 
of  London  faid,  that  if  the  mitre 
was  taken  off  his  head,  he  would 
clap  on  an  helmet  in  its  place.  The 
legate  was  no  lefs  violent;  and, 
in  the  end,  the  bifhops  and  abbots 
K»  being 
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t-  threatened  with excommuni-  many  difficulties  would  attend  the 
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cation, 


were  obliged  to  fubmit. 
It  feerrts,  however,  that  fotne  of 
the  prelates  did  not  comply  with 
the  Pope’s  demands  ;  for,  on  the 
10th  of  the  kalends  of  October, 


con  quell  of  a  country  fo  great  a 
diftance  from  England  ;  that  the 
bncerity  of  the  Pope  was  much  to 
be  doubled  ;  that  the  Apulians 
were  a  moil  treacherous  people. 


i  he  iffued  a  bull,  whereby  who  poifoned  their  relations  ;  and 


he  excommunicated  all  the  pre¬ 
lates  who  had  not  paid  _  their 
tenths.  Nor  did  his  Bolinefs  flop 
here  •  for  he  borrowed  from  fe- 
veral'  Italian  merchants,  in  King 
Henry’s  name,  135,540  marks; 
and,  ’to  difcharge  theie  debts,  he 
caufed  obligatory  notes  to  be  drawn 
upon  the  btihops  and  abbots  m 
England,  which  they  at  firft  refufed 
to  pay,  but,  after  ieveral  druggies, 
they  agreed  to  repay  thcfe  fonts  ; 
and  by  a  bull,  dated  the  -th  of  the 
kalends  of  October,  1256,  he  or¬ 
dered  a  fu biddy  to  be  .  levied  upon 
the  clergy  of  Scotland  for  the  pay¬ 
ment  of  the  debt  contra  died  by 
King  Henry  for  the  affairs  of 
Sicily. 

Upon  the  20th  of  the  nones  of 
October,  the  Pope  iffued  a  bull,' 
allowing  the  king  fix  months  time 
for  the  payment  of  the  debt  to 
him  ;  and  ordered  the  king  to 
fend  an  army  inro  Sicily  upon  pain 
of  excommunication  and  interdidl. 
In  fhort,  the  demands  of  the  Pope 
were  infatiable,  and  he  prefled  the 
king  continually  to  fend  him  mo¬ 
ney  and  troops  to  Italy  ;  both  of 
which,  the  parliament  convened 
for  that  pnrpofe,  abfolutely  refill¬ 
ed  ;  and  returned  foranfwer  to  the 
king’s  demands,  that  he  had  un¬ 
advisedly  accepted  the  kingdom  of 
Sicily  from  the  Pope  without  the 
counfel  of  his  nobles,  defpifing 
their  deliberation  and  wifdom  ; 
that  he  ought  to  have  been  instruc¬ 
ted  by  the  example  of  his  brother, 
who  had  rejected  the  offer ;  that 


concluded  by  declaring,  that  they 
neither  could  nor  would  longer 
bear  with  fich  extortions  and  op- 
preffiors.  At  length  the  king  ad¬ 
journed  the  parliament  to  Oxford  ; 
and  agreed,  rhat  the  government 
should  be  reformed  and  put  into 
the  hands  of  twenty-  four  comaiif 
fioners,  who  formed  the  fix  fa¬ 
mous  articles,  called  the  Provifions 
or  Stafotes  of  Oxford.  The  ba¬ 
rons,  before  they  broke  up,  agreed 
upon  an  oaih  of  allocation,  where¬ 
by  they  obliged  themfelves  to  main¬ 
tain  theie  provifions  with  their 
lives  and  fortunes  ;  and  the  city 
of  London  foon  afterwards  entered 
into  the  affociarion.  The  king,' 
being  deprived  of  great  part  of 
his  power  by  thefe  provifions,  was 
abTolved  by  Pope  Urban  the  Fourth 
from  his  oath  which  he  had  taken  , 
to  obterve  thefe  Matures  ;  where¬ 
upon  he  declared  to  the  parliament 
at  London,  that  he  would  not  he 
longer  bound  by  them.  He  took 
poffeffion  of  the  Tower,  and  dii- 
m  fled  by  proclamation  all  the  of¬ 
ficers  who  had  been  appointed  by 
the  twenty-four  comm  ill!  oners,  and 
nominated  others  in  their  room. 
The  barons,  after  feverai  fruitlefs 
attempts  for  an  accommodation, 
had  recourfe  to  arms.  The  Earl 
of  Leicefler,  who  was  at  the  head 
of  the  confederates,  having  taken 
the  king  prifoner  at  the  battle  of 
Lewes,  obliged  him  to  iffue  fuch 
mandates  as  he  thought  proper. 
All  the  officers  of  the  crown  and 
of  the  houfehold  were  named  by 
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t Ti e1  earl  ;  and  the  whole  authority, 
as  well  as  arms,  of  the  Hate,  were 
lodged  in  his  handu  He  mflitut- 
ed  in  each  county  officers,  to  whom 
were(given  the  ride  of confervators 
of  the  peace,  and  in  veiled  them 
with  new  and  arbitrary  powers. 
In  the  body  of  each  com  million  ap¬ 
pointing  the  conferva  tors  of  the 
peace,  there  was  a  precept  to  every 
of  them,  to  lend  four  knights 
of  each  county,  to  be  chofen  by 
the  aflcnt  of  that  county,  Jor  the 
•whole  county ,  to  meet  the  king  at 
London  upon  the  octaves  of  the 
Holy  Trinity  then  next  enfuing. 
Thefe  corn  millions  bear  date  the 
4th  of  June,  48  Henry  III.  A.  D. 
1258.  The  parliament  met  accor¬ 
dingly,  and  approved  of  the  new 
plan  of  government  formed  by  the 
barons.  >. 

Leiceiler,  being  in  the  zenith 
of  his  power,  cauied  writs  to  be 
i fined  in  the  king’s  name,  for  a 
new  parliament  to  rneer  at  London 
on  the  octaves  of  St.  Hlary.  To 
this  parliament  only  twenty- three 
of  the  temporal  barons,  which  were 
of  his  party,  and  a  great  number 
of  eccJefiaHics,  who  were  devoted 
to  his  intereif,  were  fummoned  ; 
and,  the  better  to  increafe  and 
turn  to  advantage  his  popularity, 
he  caufed  general  writs  to  be  lent 
to  the  theriff  of  each  county,  to  re¬ 
turn  two  kninhts  for  each  fhire, 

o  _y 

and  for  each  borough  two  burgef- 
les,  to  fit  in  parliament. 

It  has  been  a  Her  red  by  Dr. 
Brady,  Mr.  Hume,  Mr.  WhitAker, 
and  others,  that  this  was  the  fir  ft 
time  that  the  cities  and  boroughs 
lent  deputies  to  reprefent  them  in 
parliament;  which  opinions  have- 
been  controverted  by  Mr.  Petit, 
Mr.  Tyrrel,  Mr.  Hodv,  and  the 
late  Lord  Lyttelton.  Bui,  without 


entering  into  this  conteft,  it  may 
be  remarked,  that,  fince  the  time 
of  the  Earl  of  Leiceller’s  admini- 
ftration,  the  right  of  the  citizens 
and  burgeffes  to  lit  in  parliament 
hath  never  been  quellioned  ;  al¬ 
though  the  commons  were  not  re¬ 
gularly  sfu m maned  to  parliament 
for  many  years  afterwards. 

It  may  not  be  improper  to  ob- 
ferve,  that  Pope  Urban  the  Fourth, 
by  his  bull  daied  .  5  kail.  Augr 
1  2 ') 3 ,  revoked  the  grant  of  Sicily 
to  Prince  Edmund  ;  and  his  fuc- 
cetTor,  Pope  Clement  the  Fourth, 
granted  the  fame  to  Charles  of 
Anjou,  brother  to  St.  Lewis  ICing 
of  France.  Upon  the  6th  of  June, 
126-;,  the  king,  w  hi  111  he  was  in 
Leicefter's  power,  tffued  acommiT. 
fion  to  feveral  perfons  therein  nam¬ 
ed,  to  renounce  the  kingdom  of 
Sicily  in  the  name  and  on  the  be¬ 
half  of  him  and  his  fon  Edmund; 
and  Leiceiler  afterwards  caufed  that 
renunciation  to  be  notified  to  the 
Pope  by  a  ietter  from  the  king. 
Indeed,  that  Earl  was  obliged  in 
honour  to  take  thefe  Heps,  as  he 
and  feveral  of  his  adherents  had 
found  themfelv.es  by  an  oath  not 
to  make  peace  with  the  king  until 
he  had  renounced  his  pretenfions 
to  the  kingdom  of  Sicily.  Bui 
Prince  Edmund  had  ample  amends 
for  the  lofs  of  that  kingdom;  for 
upon  the  4th  of  Augutl,  1265, 
brother.  Prince  Edward,  having 
defeated  Leiceiler  and  his  adhe¬ 
rents  at  the  battle  of  E’ve (ham,  the 
immenfe  eftates  of  that  Earl,  toge¬ 
ther  with  thole  of  Robert  Ferrers, 
Earl  of  Derby*  John  of  Mon¬ 
mouth,  and  others,  were  give  -  tor 
Prince  Edmund,  who  was  creared 
Earl  of  Lancafter,  Leiceiler,  Der- 
bv,  and  Campaigne.  Thefe  vail 
poffellions  laid  the  foundation  of 
K  a  'the 
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the  future  greatnefs  01  the  noufe 
of  Lancafter ;  the  power  and  in¬ 
fluence  of  which  increafed  to  inch 
a  heighth,  that  Henry  of  Boling¬ 
brook,  being  too  powerful  for  a 
fubjeft,  depofed  his  coufin  german 
King  Richard  II,  and  mounted  the 
throne  of  this  kingdom.  And 
thus,  in  the  perfon  of  Prince  Ed¬ 
mund,  were  originally  founded  the 
great  contentions  which  long  fub- 
fifted  between  the  two  houfes  of 
York  and  Lancafter. 


comaund  and  appoynte  from  tyme 
to  tyme  hereafter. 

Furfle  a  groome  or  a  page  to 
take  a  torche  &  to  goo  to  the 
warderobe  of  the  kynges  bedd,  Sc 
bryng  theym  of  the  warderobe  with, 
the  kynges  fluff  unto  the  cham- 
br  for  makyng  of  the  fame  bedde. 
Where  as  aught  to  be  a  gen- 


tyl  m  an -u  flier,  iiij  yornen  of  the 
chambr  for  to  make  the  fame 
bedde.  The  groome  to  ftande  at 
the  beddes  feete  with  his  torche. 
They  of  the  warderobe  open- 


fhe  Ceremonial  of  making  the  King's 
Bed.  By  Mr.  Brooke,  of  the 
Herald"' s  College ,  F .  S.  A. 


THIS  account  is  extraaed 
from  an  original  manu- 
feript,  elegantly  written,  beauti¬ 
fully  illuminated,  and  richly  bound, 
which  was  fome  time  in  the  library 
of  Henry  Duke  of  Norfolk,  Earl 
marfhal  of  England,  to  whom  it 
came  by  deicent  from  1  hornas  the 
great  duke  of  Norfolk,  beheaded 
in  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth  ; 
who  married  Mary,  daughter  and 
coheir  of  Henry  buz- Alan,  Earl 
of  Arundel,  lord-chamberlain  to 
King  Henry  the  V filth .  It  con¬ 

tains  the  whole  duty  of  the  lord- 
chamberlain,  and  of  the  officers  in 
his  department,  is  the  original  copy 
kept  for  the  information  of  that 
earl,  and  had  been  compiled  by 
order  of,  and  approved  by  the  king 
himfelf  in  council. 


nyng  the  kynges  fluff  of  hys  bedde 
upon  a  fay  re  fheete  bytween  the 
fayde  groom©  &  the  beddes  fote, 
iij  yornen  or  two  at  the  lefte  in 
every  fyd#—of  the  bedde.  The 
gentylman  uflier  and  parte  com- 
maundyng  theym  what  they  fhall 

doo. - A  yoman  with  a  dagger 

to  fearche  the  ftrawe  of  the  kynges 
bedde  that  there  be  none  untreuth 
therin. - And  this  yoman  to 


I.  C.Brooke,R.C. 


Herald’s  College, 
Jan. 15, 1776. 


“  The  oolde  ordre  of  makyng 
the  kynges  bedd,  not  to  be  ufed 
nor  done,  but  as  hys  grace  woll 


cafte  up  the  bedde  of  downe  upon 
that,  &  oon  of  theym  to  torhble 
over  yt  for  the  ferche  thereof. 
Then  they  to  bete  and  tufte  the 
fayde  bedde,  and  to  laye  oon  then 
the  bolfler  without  touchyng  of  the 
bedde,  where  as  it  aught  to  lye. 
Then  they  of  the  warderobe  to  de- 
lyver  theym  a  fuftyan  takyng  the 
faye  thereof.  All  theys  yornen  to 
laye  theyr  hands  thereoon  at  oones, 
that  they  touch  not  the  bedde,  tyll 
yt  be  layed  as  it  fholde  be  by  the 
comaundement  of  the  Uffher. — 
And  fo  the  furfte  fheete  in  lyke 
wyfe,  and  then  to  truffle  in  both 
fheete  &  fuftyan  rownde  about  the 
bedde  of  downe.  The  warderoper 
to  delyver  the  fecond  fheete  unto 
two  yornen,  they  to  croffe  it  over 
theyre  arme,  and  to  ftryke  the 
bedde  as  the  TJffher  fhall  more 
playnly  fheweun  to  theym.  Then 

every 
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every  yoman  layeing  hande  upon 
the  fheete  to  lay  the  fame  fheece 
upon  the  bedde.  And  fo  the  other 
fullyan  upon  or  ij  with  fuche  co- 
verynge  as  fh all  content  the  kynge. 
Thus  doon  the  ij  yomen  next  to 
the  bedde  to  laye  down  agene  the 
overmore  fuftyan,  the  yomen  of 
the  warderobe  delyverynge  theym 
a  pane  fheete,  the  fayde  yoman 
therewythall  to  cover  the  fayde 
bedde  :  and  fo  then  to  laye  down 
the  overmolt  fheete  from  the  beddes 
heed.  And  then  the  faid  ij  yo¬ 
men  to  laye  all  the  overmoft 
clothes  of  a  quarter  of  the  bedde. 
Then  the  warderoper  to  delyver 
unto  theym  fuch  pyllowes  as  fhall 
pleafe  the  kynge.  The  fayd  yo- 
man  to  laye  theym  upon  the  bol¬ 
der  and  the  heed  fheete  with  vvhych 
the  fayde  yoman  fhall  cover  the 
fayde  pyllowes.  And  fo  to  truffe 
the  endes  of  the  fayde  fheete  under 
every  ende  of  the  bolder.  And  then 
the  fayde  warderoper  to  delyver 
unto  them  ij  lytle  fmall  pyllowes 
whervythall  the  fquyres  for  the 
bodye  or  gentylman  uffher  fhall 
give  the  fayde  to  the  warderoper, 
and  to  the  yoman  whyche  have 
layde  on  hande  upon  the  fayde 
bedde.  And  then  the  fayd  ij  yo¬ 
men  to  laye  upon  the  fayde  bedde 
toward  the  bolder  as  yt  was  bifore. 
They  makyng  a  erode  and  kidynge 
yt  where  there  handes  were.  Then 
ij  yomen  next  to  the  feete  to  make 
th£  fee rs,  as  the  uffher  fhall  teche 
theym.  And  fo  then  every  of  theym 
dicke  up  the  aungeli  about  the 
bedde,  and  to  lette  downe  the  cor- 
teyns  of  the  fayde  bedde  or  fparver. 

Item,  a  fquyer  for  the  bodve  or 
gentylman-uffher  aught  to  fett  the 
kynges  fword  at  hys  beddes  hedde. 

Item,  a  fquyer  for  the  bodye 
aught  to  charge  a  fecret  groome  or 


page  to  have  the  kepynge  of  the 
fayde  bedde  with  a  lyght  unto  the 
tyme  the  kynge  be  dilpofed  to  goo 
to  yt.  ' 

Item,  a  groome  or  page  aught  to 
take  a  torche  whyle  the  beede  ys 
yn  making  to  feche  a  loof  of  brede, 
a  pott  wyth  ale,  a  pott  wyth  wine 
for  theym  that  maketh  the  bedde, 
and  every  man. 

Item,  the  gentylman-uffher 
aught  to  forbede  that  no  manner 
of  man  do  fett  eny  dyffhe  uppon 
the  kynge’s  bedde  for  fere  of  hurt- 
yng  of  the  kynge’s  ryche  counter- 
poynt  that  lyeth  therupon.  And 
that  the  fayde  uffher  take  goode 
heede,  that  noo  man  wipe  or  rubbe 
their  hands  uppon  none  arras  of  the 
kynges,  wherby  they  myght  bee 
hurted,  in  the  chambr  where  the 
kynge  ys  fpecially,  and  in  all 
other.55 


In  a  former  Volume  we  gave  our 
Readers  an  Account  of  the  Objec¬ 
tions  snade  by  an  anonymous  W riter 
to  Mr.  Bryant’s  Explanation  of  the 
celebrated  Apamean  Medal ,  toge¬ 
ther  with  Mr.  Bryant’s  Anfwer. 
As  the  Ground  of  that  Difpute  is 
now  confiderably  charged  by  the 
Authenticity  of  the  Medal  itfelf  be¬ 
ing  queflioned,  the  following  Ob - 
J'ervations  by  the  learned  Prefident 
of  the  Sidety  of  Antiquarians  may 
not  be  unacceptable  to  our  Readers . 

^  H  E  very  learned  and  inge- 
nious  Mr.  Bryant  having  di¬ 
rected  the  attention  of  the  public  to 
the  Apamean  medal,  I  hope  it  will 
not  be  thought  an  unacceptable  or 
a  ufelefs  attempt,  to  clear  up  fome 
points  relative  to  that  coin  ;  and 
to  enquire  into  the  proofs  of  its 
authenticity,  that  the  learned  may 
K  3  ‘b* 
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be  better  enabled  to  judge  of  the 
opinions  which  have  been  formed 
upon  it. 

This  medallion  was  ftrtick  at 
Apamea  in  Phrygia,  curing  toe 
reign  -of the  elcer  Philip,  and  frit 
communicated  to  the  public  by  Ot¬ 
tavio  Falconeri,  a  fkdfu!  Italian 
medalift,  as  we  may  infer  from  ths 
learned  Spanheim’s  dedicating  to 
him  his  book  De  vfu  et  praefiantid 


took  to  be  NHTON,  in^  that  of 
Philip  NpF.*.  From  thefe  figures 
ar.d  emblems,  but  more  efpeciaily 
from  the  ark,  and  the  name  of  the 
Patriarch  fuppofed  to  be  infer;  bed 
on  it,  Falconeri  Perns  to  have 
thought  that  both  thefe  reverfes  al¬ 
luded  to  the  Noachic  deluge. 

This  opinion  remained  for  fame 
time  uncontroverted  in  print,  but 
uncredited  by  all  fkilful  medalifts. 


numifmatum.  Falconeri’ s  t'reatife  au  time  when  medals  were  not  Jo 

"  .  •  r  n.  nnripvHt-vrvrl  nor  in  rntica  V 


on  this  coin  was  firft  printed  at 
Rome  in  1668,  ahervyards  added 
to  the  fecond  edition  of  Seguin  s 
Numifmata,  Paris  1684,  and  a 
third  time  reprinted  in  the  tenth 
volume  of  Gronovius’s  Greek  An¬ 
tiquities,. 

fie  profeffes  to  have  feen  no  lefs 
than  three  different  fpecimens  of 
this  coin  :  onein  the  Giand  Duke’s 
gallery  at  Florence;  a  fecond  in 
the  cabinet  of  Cardinal  Ottoboni  ; 
and  a  third  in  the  collefiion  of 


well  underflood,  nor  fo  critically 
examined  as  they  are  at  prefen  c; 
and,  indeed,  the  firft  fubfequent 
examination  of  the  Gttohopi  coin, 
which  was  made  in  1697,  proved 
unfavourable,  lor  the  legend  on 
the  ark  appeared  to  be  more  perfect 
than  Falconeri  had  represented  it; 
and  the  letters  were  found  to  be 
N'kOK,  not  N  with  an  obliteration 
of  two  letters,  as  he  had  hated  the 
matter,  and  much  leis  NoE,  as 
on  the  Medicean  coin.  In  ccnfe- 


Pri nee  Chigi.  From  the  firfl  of  quence  of  this,  Monk  \  aillant, 
thefe,  as  the  molt  perfect,  he  took  who  publifhed  his  book  of  Greek 
his  drawing,  and  formed  his  dif-  coins  a  few  years  after,  admits  the 

Ottoboni  medal  into  his  catalogue 
with  the  legend  N  ,  O  K ,  which  he 
renders  Neocorcrurn,  and  is  followed 
in  that,  reading  and  interpretation 
bv  all  the  fublequent  medalifts. 

From  his  quoting  the  Ottoboni 
inftead  of  the  Florentine  coin  for 


fertation  ;  wherein  he  pofitively 
aflerts,  and  appeals  to  Seguin,  Go- 
thofred,  and  others,  as  joint  wit- 
neffes,  that  the  letters  NQF  are 
exprefled  not  ob/cur ely  on  the  ark, 
in  the  reverfe  ;  but  that  in  the  Ot¬ 
toboni  coin  the  N  .only  is  vifibl 


and  in  Prince  Cbigi’s  all  three  let-  this  reverfe,  among  the  medals  or 


ters  are  effaced. 

Fie  endeavours  to  illuftrate  this 
medallion  by  one  of  Sept.  Severus, 
ft  ruck  alio  at  Apamea,  and  en¬ 
graved  from  a  drawing  lent  him  by 
Monfr.  Seguin.  The  figures  and 
emblems  on  the  reverfe  of  both 
coins  are  nearly  fimilar  ;  the  prinT 
cipal  difference  confiding  in  the 
names  and  titles  of  the  perlbns, 
and  in  the  letters  inferibed  on  the 
ark ;  which  in  Severups  co.in  he 


Philip,  it  may  be  fuppofed  either 
that  he  doubted  the  authenticity 
of  the  latter,  or  at  lead  thought 
the  former  a  more  refponhble 
coin . 

This  difagreement  in  the  legend 
of  the  two  medals  materially  ‘  aE 
fe&ed  Faiconeri’s  opinion,  by  de¬ 
priving  him  of  the  patriarch’s 
name,  on  which  the  ftrength  of 
his  argument  depended.  And,  in- 
cited,  if  both  coins  had  been  ge¬ 
nuine., 
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nuir.e,  and  the  difference  was  lup- 
pofed  to  arile  only  from  a  miilake 
in  the  mint-maker,  the  error  would 
more  jultly  have  been  imputed  to 
the  Medicean  coin,  Ircm  the  im¬ 
probability  of  i tb  bearing  the  name 
of  Noah  ;  w  hereas  the  word  N  b  U  K 
on  the  other  coin,  expreffed  a  title 
commonly  borne  by  the  Afiatic 
cities,  and  frequently  exprelied  on 
their  medals. 

It  happens  unfortunately,  that 
the  coin  on  which  Falconeri’s  d;f- 
fertation  is  founded,  has  been 
proved  to  be  fpurious.  Profeffor 
Gori,  the  keeper  of  the  Grand 
Duke’s  collection,  vvhofe  (kill  in 
medals,  and  particularly  in  thofe 
under  his  care,  gives  the  greateft 
weight  to  his  opinion,  pronounces 
it  to  be  a  call  coin,  deferibes  its 
jmperfeClions,  and  points  out  the 
particular  appearance  of  its  fur- 
face,  common  to  all  fuch  counter¬ 
feit  coins,  by  faying,  Vorulis  et 
ramentis  J'catet  :  unwilling,  how¬ 
ever,  to  dilcredit  either  the  Duke’s 
cabinet,  or  Falccnerrs  judgment, 
he  fuggefts  that  this  counterfeit 
piece  was  {ubftitued  by  fraud  in 
the  place  of  the  genuine  coin  de- 
feribed  by  the  author.  But  if  this 
is  faCt,  may  we  not  all:,  What  is 
become  of  that  genuine  coin  r  Was 
it  llo’en,  that'  the  fraudulent  pof- 
feffor  might  keep  it  for  ever  fe- 
cluded  from  human  in fpeCtion ,  and 
confine  the  enjoyment  of  it  to  his 
own  foie  view  ?  Would  he  not 
rather  have  been  tempted  to  difpole 
of  it  to  fome  of  thofe  royal  and 
magnificent  collectors,  who  are 
known  to  fpare  no  expence  in  the 
purchafe  of  fuch  valuable  uniques  ? 
But  no  genuine  com  of  this  imp-ref- 
fion,  with  a  fair  legend  on  the  ark, 
is  to  be  found  in  any  other  public 
collection  $  at  leak  as  far  as  we  are 


informed  by  the  publifhers  of  me¬ 
dals.  There  is  one  of  them  indeed 
in  the  King  of  France’s  cabinet  ; 
but  the  Abbe  Barthelemy,  who  is 
a  very  learned  and  fikilful  medalilt, 
expreffes  his  doubts,  even  almoft 
to  a  difbelief,  of  the  authenticity 
of  that  coin.  His  words  are: 
“  The  medallion  of  P.hilip,  with 
the  fame  type,  is  preferved  in  the 
king’s  cabinet;  it  is  perfectly  like 
ip  that  Falconeri  has  engraved,  but 
the  two  or  three*  letters  on  the  a,k 
are  entirely  defaced.  1  have  ne¬ 
ver  been  fatisfied  with  this  medal  ; 
the  full  glance  of  it  is  very  unfa¬ 
vourable,  and  our  fuipicions  en- 
cr.eafe  in  proportion  as  we  examine 
it  with  more  attention.”  There  is 
another  of  thefe  medals  in  the  col¬ 
lection  of  the  Earl  of  Pembroke, 
which  is  ali  that  the  prefent  li¬ 
quation  of  that  cabinet  will  per¬ 
mit  us  to  fay  of  it ;  but  I  hope 
.  it  will  not  be  thought  a  bold  or 
difrefpeCtful  conjecture,  to  fuppofe 
that  whenever  that  collection  fhall 
be  fubmitted  to  public  view,  this 
medallion  will  prove  to  be  ejufdem 
faricene  with  that  of  Florence  ;  and 
1  am  the  more  jollified  in  this  opi¬ 
nion,  from  the  opportunities  which 
1  have  had  of  examining  three  dif¬ 
ferent  f pecimens  of  the  fame  coin, 
all  poke  fifed  by  gentlemen  of  great 
worth,  and  molt  app  oved  fikW  in 
the  fcience.  The  fir  ft,  which  may 
boaft  with  that  at  Florence,  or  be¬ 
ing  in  the  molt  entire  prefervation, 
belongs  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Croats  ; 
the  figures  and  legend  are  perfeCt, 
and  the  dark  brown  pattern,  lo  of¬ 
ten  leen  on  genuine  coins,  is  well 
imitated,  Mr.  Duane  poffekes  an¬ 
other  of  thefe  piCces,  caft  (as  it 
fheuid  feem)  in  the  fame  mould  ; 
the  metal  is  yet  more  yellow,  and  it 
pretends  not  to  thole  external  marks 
K  q  tf 


ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1777. 


1 3s 

of  antiquity  which  appear  on  Mr. 
Crofts’s  coin.  The  third  is  in  Dr. 
Hunter’s  cabinet,  and  (either  on 
purpofe,  or  by  accident)  has  been 
broken  into  three  or  four  parts, 
but  is  joined  and  holden  together  in 


more  excufable  than  fabricating  a 
falfe  one,  especially  if  it  is  formed 
without  an  archetype,  and  has  no 
other  foundation  but  the  fancy  of 
the  maker.  The  Italians,  who  are 
very  converfantin  this  kind  of  ma- 


a  rim  of  brafs.  It  bears  "the  moil  nufadture,  confider  it  as  a  venial 
refemblance  to  the  other  two,  fin,  and  the  Abbe  Venuti,  fpeak- 
except  in  point  of  prefervadon.  ing  of  the  Florentine  coin,  fup- 
The  worthy  poffeffors  of  thefe  me-  pofes  the  word  N QE  to  have  been 
dais,  who  fo  obligingly  favoured  formed  on  this,  and  on  all  the 
me  with  a  fight  of  them,  will  not  other  genuine  medals  of  this  im- 
be  difpleafed,  I  hope,  with  my  preffion,  by  an  operation  which 
declaring  from  the  moil  thorough  he  calls  polijhing  the  coin ,  as  if  re- 
convi&ion  (and  poffibly  not  differ-  pairing  and  falsifying  were  fynony- 


ing  from  them  in  opinion),  that 
all  three  coins  are  fpurious,  and 
fee m  to  have  been  call  in  the  fame 
mould. 

From  thyefe  fad Is  it  fhould  follow, 
that  the  Ottoboni  and  Chigi  me¬ 
dallions  are  the  only  genuine  pieces 


mous 

ever, 


terms.  The  paflage,  how¬ 
to  which  I  refer,  confirms 
what  has  been  before  advanced 
concerning  the  legend  of  this  me¬ 
dal. 

Though  this  was  manifeftly  the 
moil  eafy  and  natural  method  of 


extant  of  Philip  with  this  reverfe.  new  modelling  the  coin  in  queflion. 
Of  the  latter  we  know  nothing  ex¬ 
cept  the  name  :  but  the  former  has 
flood  the  examination  of  medaliils, 
as  fupported  by  the  authority  of 
Vaillant,  and  may  have  given 


yet  it  is  fomewhat  remarkable, 
that  no  genuine  medal  of  Philip  fo 
altered  exifls  in  any  collection* 
Poffibly  its  extreme  rarity  may 
have  prevented  the  fabricators  from 


birth  to  the  fevera!  fpurious  coins  trying  this  experiment  on  it ;  for 


which  perhaps  were  call  in  imita¬ 
tion  of  it.  For,  whatever  may  be 
the  real  hlFory  reprefen  ted  on  this 
medallion,  the  ark  fwimming  on 
the  waters,  the  two  perfons  in  it, 
the  dove  with,  the  branch,  and  the 
word  NF.QIC  on  the  ark,  fo  little 
different  from  NOf ,  might  have 
fnggeiled  the  fir  ft  hint,  and  have 
been  the  great  inducement  to  the 
falfifi  ers  of  coins  to  give  importance 
and  rarity  to  a  genuine  medailkm 


the  fraud  appears  to  have  been  uni¬ 
formly  carried  on  (as  is  evident 
from  the  above-mentioned  fpeci- 
mens),  by  caking  new  medals,  not 
by  repairing  old  ones  j  fo  that  on 
the  whole  we  may  fubfcribe  to 
Gori’s  opinion,  with  which  he  con¬ 
cludes  his  cuffertation  on  this 
coin  : 

ii  Profe&o  neminem  fore  arbi- 
tror,  qui  turbatis  corruptifque  hoc 
loci  numifrnatis  credere  velit,  in 


of  this  impreffion,  by  changing  area  feriptum  nomen  NQF. 


the  word  Nf  OK  into  NQE»  Ah 
terations  more  bold  and  difficult 
have  been  frequently  pradhfed  ro 
impofe  upon  -colfedlors  9  and  the 
deceit  of  changing  a  few  letters 
®nJy  on  a  genuine  coin,  I*  much 


It  is  rather  unfortunate,  that  one 
of  Falconeri’s  engravings  fhould  re¬ 
prefen  t  a  falfe  medal,  and  the  other 
mifreprefent  a  true  one ;  for  we 
may  allow  the  genuinenefs  of  Se- 
vgrys’s  coin,  which  is  now  in  the 

French 
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French  king’s  cabinet,  on  the 
united  authority  of  Monf.  Vaillant 
and  the  Abbe  Barthelemy.  It  is, 
however,  furprizing  that  Seguin’s 
drawing  of  that  coin  {hould  repre¬ 
fen  t  the  word  on  the  ark  to  be 
NHTQN,  and  that  Vaillant  fhould 
read  it  NEOK,  as  on  the  Ottoboni 
coin  ;  but  it  is  kill  more  extraor¬ 
dinary,  that  Seguin  fhould  correct 
his  full  error  by  a  l'econd  ;  and  ac¬ 
knowledge  in  the  preface  to  Fal- 
coneri’s  difTertation,  that  on  a 
more  accurate  infpe&ion  of  the 
coin,  he  found  the  word  on  the 
ark  to  be  NQE  not  NHTPN,  as 
he  had  before  reprefented  it  ;  the 
two  firft  letters  of  NPF,  he  fays, 
were  manifeilly  apparent,  and  the 
lak  not  obfcurely  difcernible.  But 
can  any  credit  be  given  to  two  fuch 
contradictory  accounts  ?  and  how 
can  either  of  them  be  received 
againft  the  more  eltablifhed  autho¬ 
rity  of  Vaillant,  and  ail  the  other 
fubfequent  medaliks? 

From  the  refemblance  in  the 
figures  and  emblems  on  the  me¬ 
dallions  of  Severus  and  Philip,  it  is 
natural  to  infer  that  the  word  In  - 
fcribed  on  the  ark  was  the  fame  in 
both  ;  and  fo  it  appears  by  the  Se¬ 
guin  and  Ottoboni  coins.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  word  NOE  is  not 
to  be  found  on  any  except  the  fpu- 
rious  one  at  Florence,  and  thofe 
which  have  been  fabricated  in  the 
fame  manner.  The  true  reading, 
therefore,  being  rekored  in  the  word 
NFOK,  the  city  where  the  coin  was 
kruck,  as  well  as  the  hikory  re¬ 
prefented  on  the  coin,  are  materi¬ 
ally  affe&ed  by  the  change.  Thefe 
two  fyllables  will  then  be  the  ini¬ 
tials  of  NEPKOpor  inkead  of  termi¬ 
nating  the  word  //ct'^NHTPN,  and 
confequently  the  city  of  Magnefia 
will  lofe  all  its  right  to  this  me¬ 
dal.  Apamea  will  enjoy  it  folely, 
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and  the  union  or  oaovota,  between 
thofe  two  cities,  fpoken  of  by  Ve~ 
nuti  and  other  writers,  will  vanifh. 
It  will  be  no  lefs  fruitful  to  fearck 
for  thofe  ideal  perfonages  who 
are  fuppofed,  fey  a  very  learned 
and  ingenious  author,  to  be  here 
pointed  out  under  the  title  of 
APT1M  ATNHTES,  and  the  le¬ 
gend  without  force  or  alteration 
will  kand  thus  : 

Em  ArPNOQETOT.  A  PTE  M  A* 
r.  AH  AM  EON  NEP  ; 

thus  rendered  by  Monf.  Vaillant, 

“  Sub  Artema  Agonotheta  tertium 
Apamenfium  Neocororum.” 

This  explanation  is  the  more  natu¬ 
ral,  as  the  name  of  Artemas  occurs 
on  a  coin  of  Caracalia,  kruck  alfo 
at  Apamea, 

Eni  A  PTE  MAT  API  AMEI2 
KOINON  $PTriA2. 

There  is  alfo  a  preetor  called  Arte¬ 
mas,  or  Artemagus,  on  a  coin  of 
Herennia  Etrufcilla,  kruck  at 
Magnefia  ad  Sipylum  (a  different 
city  from  that  ad  Maeandrum), 
which  is  mentioned  by  Vaillant 
and  Harduin,  who  read  the  legend 
thus, 

Eni  2TP,  APTEMAT  MATNH- 
TPN  SinTAOT. 

Harduin  fuppofes  this  to  have 
been  the  fame  perfon  who  was 
praetor  of  Apamea  :  “  Qiiem  & 
Apamenfium  Phrygian  praetorem 
fuiffe  fuo  loco  vidimus. ”  Proba¬ 
bly  the  word  Ap7  may  be  a 

contradion  of  the  proper  name  Ar¬ 
temagus,  or  Ariemagoras ;  other- 
wife  the  T  muk  be  a  numeral,  and 
the  legend  will  be  Artema  tertium, 
as  on  the  other  coin  ;  but  befides 
the  dikance  of  thofe  cities  from 
each  other,  it  feems  a  very  impro¬ 
bable  fuppofition,  that  the  fame 
man  kiould  be  recorded  as  praetor. 
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and  in  the  fame  period  of  his  office 
in  both  cities.  This  point,  how¬ 
ever,  is  not  material  to  the  prefect 
queflion.  But  it  has  been  objeded 
with  regard  to  the  word  NT.  OK, 
that  Aparnea  does  not  appear,  by 
any  coin  or  other  record,  to  have 
enjoyed  the  Necorate,  though  the 
city  of  M agnefia  did,  as  is  evident 
from  a  medal  of  Maximus  quoted 
by  Harduin, 

MAFNH  FO-N  OK  OP  ON  THS 
APT  i?VMI  AOS. 

This  obje&ion,  however,  being 
merely  negative,  may  not  be 
thought  conclufive  ;  for,  if  the  le¬ 
gends  on  thefe  medallions  of  Se¬ 
ver  us  and  Philip  are  ready  genuine, 
they  will  be  fuffieient  to  eftabiifh 
this  fad. 

What  has  been  already  faid  re¬ 
lates  only  to  the  authenticity,  con¬ 
dition,  and  legend  of  the  medals 
in?  queftion  :  but  the  mod  material, 
and  indeed  the  molt  difficult  part 
of  the  enquiry,  is  the  import  of 
thefe  emblematical  figures  on  their 
reverfe,  and  the  hiftory  intended 
to  be  reprefen  ted  by  them.  The 
public  has  already  before  them 
three  different  opinions  on  this  fob- 

1 

j  fl.  That  which  arofe  from  Fal- 
coneri’s  difiertation,  and  is  adopted 
by  Mr.  Bryant,  which  fuppofes  this 
reverfe  to  ajlude  to  the  Noachic 
deluge  :  that  of  Vaillant,  and  other 
fubfequent  medalilts,  who  make  it 
to  be  defcriptive  of  Deucalion’s 
Hood  ;  and  the  third  opinion  is 
that  of  Father  Harduin,  which 
differs  from  both  thefe,  and,  as 
ttfua],  is  lingular  in  its  kind  ;  for 
he  tells  us,  that  the  ark  floating 
among  the  waters  reprefents  the 
fituation  of  Apamea  between  the 
rivers  Marfyas,  Qbrimas,  and  Or- 
gas ;  that  the  figures  within  and 


without  the  ark  denote  the-  Em¬ 
peror  and  Emprefs;  their  up  lifted 
hands,  and  the  dove  with  the 
branch,  are  emblems  of  the  peace 
and  tranquillity  procured  for  Ail  a 
in  general,  and  for  this  city  in 
particular,  by  SeveruPs  conquefl 
over  the  Parthians.  It  may  be  {ef¬ 
ficient  merely  to  mention  this  Eft, 
which  fee  ms  to  want  both  date  and 
cone!  upon . 

The  firli  of  thefe  hypothefes,  as 
I  have  before  obferved,  was  very 
materially  affeded  by  the  acknow¬ 
ledged  fpurioufnefs  of  the  Floren¬ 
tine  coin.  The  fuppofed  name  of 
the  patriarch  being  rejected,  and 
the  true  legend  re ftored .  the  figures 
and  emblems  are  left  to  tell  then- 
own  dory,  whether  it  relate  to  the 
Hood  of  Noah,  to  that  of  Deuca¬ 
lion,  or  to  any  other  event  of  a  dif¬ 
ferent  nature  and  period. 

It  is  confeifedly  difficult  to  fup- 
pofe,  that  a  fad  in  the  Mofaicat 
h i (lory  ffould  be-  reprefen  ted  and 
deferi bed  on  a  coin  of  the  lower 
empire,  Truck  in  a  cuv  of  Aba, 
where  neither  the  inhabitants  nor 
the  mint-mailers  can  well  be  iup- 
pofed  to  have  been  either  jews  or 
Ch riflians.  Had  they  been  fa, 
they  could  not  have  undertaken  to 
record  this  event  in.  io  public  a 
manner,  without  the  permiffion  of 
the  emperor :  and  ihould  it  be  far¬ 
ther  fuppofed,  that  Philip  was  a 
convert  to  chriftianity,  which 
thofe  learned  writers,  Monf.  Tille- 
mont,  and  bluet,  have  attempted 
to  prove,  yet  even  this  would  not 
folve  the  difficulty,  becaufe  the 
fame  reaion  could  not  be  applica¬ 
ble  to  the  fimilar  reverfe  on  the 
coin  of  Severus,  who  wasconfeffediy 
a  heathen,  and  a  violent  perfecutor 
of  the  chriilians. 

It  would  certainly  give  great 

weight 
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weight  to  this  opinion,  if  fome 
charaderiftical  mark  '  could  be 
pointed  out  on  the  coin  peculiar  to 
the  loriptural  hillory  of  the  flood, 
and  not  applicable  to  that  of  Deu¬ 
calion.  And  furh  at  fi r it  fight  ap¬ 
pear  to  be  the  two  b;rds,  one  re- 
prefcnted  fitting  on  the  ark,  the 
other  flying  towards  it  with  a 
branch  in  its  claws;  provided  that 
the  former  be  fuppofed  a  raven, 
and  the  latter  a  dove;  becaufe  both 
are  mentioned  as  having  been  fent 
out  by  Noah  to  difeover  whether 
the  waters  were  abated  ;  but  on  the 
other  hand,  it  cannot  be  aflerted, 
that  the  former  is  intended  for  a 
raven  ;  and  if  it  were,  medalifls 
have  found  an  allufion  from  the 
bla'cknefs  of  that  bird  to  the  an-^ 
tient  name  of  Apamea',  which  ac¬ 
cording  to  Pliny  was  firfl  called 
Cehrnae,  and  according  to  Ste¬ 
phanos  K  The  eagle  alfo 

(for  fo  Harduin  thinks  it  to  be) 
was  an  emblem  of  this  city,  and 
apoears  on  its  medals,  and  the  bird 
on  the  wing  re  enables  an  eagle  on 
*>everus’s  medailloo,  though  in  Phi¬ 
lip’s  it  is  more  like  a  dove.  But 
thefe  two  birds  are  equivocal  em¬ 
blems,  for  according  to  Plutarch 
the  dove  attended  Deucalion,  and 
was  a  token  to  him  of  the  encrcafing 
temped  by  his  return  to  the  ark, 
and  of  fair  weather  when  he  came 
back  no  more;  and  Abydenus,  as 
quoted  by  Eofebius  in  relation  to 
tnat  deluge,  fpeaks  of  birds  in  the 
plural  as  thrice  fent  out  by  Sifu- 
thrus.  The  branch,  indeed,  is 
rot  taken  notice  of  by  any  pro¬ 
fane  hillorian,  and  the  Mofaical 
account  reprelents  only  a  leaf  in 
the  bird’s  mouth. 

The  tradition  of  the  Deucalionic 
flood  being,  fuppoied  more  recent, 
and  better  preierved  in  the  minds 
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of  the  heathen,  by  forming  a  re¬ 
markable  sera  in  their  hillory  of 
the  vvoild,  was  a  more  probable 
object  of  their  attention  ;  eipeci- 
a !  1  y  when  it  is  confldered,  that 
many  fuch  allufions  to  different 
parts  of  profane  hillory  are  to 
be  found  on  their  coins ;  but  the 
representation  of  Noah’s  flood 
would  be  a  Angle  indance  of  ferip- 
ture  hillory  recorded  on  a  heathen 
medal. 

It  is  with  the  greateft  diffidence 
that  1  prefume  to  doubt  any  opinion 
advanced  by  that  moll  learned  and 
ingenious  author,  whole  Analyfisof 
Antient  Mythology  has  enriched 
the  public  with  fuch  a  treafure  of 
learning  ;  and  who,  with  a  good- 
nels  of  heart  equal  to  the  extent  of 
his  abilities,  has  applied  them  to 
illullrate  many  important  truths  re¬ 
vealed  in  facred  hiflory.  As  he 
wanted  not  various  and  abundant 
proofs  of  this  event,  he  may  well 
be  jullified  in  illuftrating  his  other 
arguments  by  the  mention  of  the 
Apamean  coin  of  Philip  ;  but  as 
his  reafoning,  fo  far  as  the  letters 
on  the  ark  are  concerned,  was 
founded  on  the  fuppofed  authenti¬ 
city  of  this,  coin,  for  which  he 
ought  not  to  be.  made  anfwerable  ; 
the  cafe  may  poflibly  now  appear 
to  him  in  a  different  light;  at  ieaft 
he  will  only  draw  his  conclufions 
from  the  number,  attitude,  Sec.  of 
the  figures  on  the  reverfe  :  and, 
though  the  words  NF.O  and  NOE, 
under  the  conduct  of  his  able  pen, 
may  be  taught  to  fpeak  the  lame 
language,  yet  the  addition  of  a  final 
K  feems  to  determine  the  word  to  a 
different  meaning  ;  and  inftead  of 
conveying  the  name  of  a  deity,  or 
a  patriarch,  points  out  a  title  or 
office  belonging  to  the  city  where 
the  medal  was  itruck. 


This 
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This  objeSion  may  be  thought  jlances  vary  Jr°t™ ; s ® obfetr varion 
of  more  confequence  than  a  dilqui-  1  would  . 

a  tfM*  rn  f  the 


even  to  the  coin,  itfelf,  whereon 
the  accuracy  or  fkill  of  a  mint- 
matter  cannot  much  be  depended 
on,  according  to  whofe  ideas  and 
sniferabie  perfpeftive,  the  fame 
figure  might  reprefent  an  open  or 
a  covered  building',  a  boat  or  an 
ark,  a  fuggehum  or  a  temple  ; 


w  — i  ^  r  c  L 

jition  concerning  the  form  of  the 

ark  as  represented  on  tne  medal, 
whether  it  be  intended  to  reprefent 
a  fquare  or  quinquelate.ai  vefiel , 
whether  it  be  open  at  top,  or  co¬ 
vered  with  a  flat  or  angular  root. 

Mr.  Bryant’s  reprefentation  un¬ 
doubtedly  differs  from  thorn  in  t  e  ’  .  ^  coins  minted 

giK  sS  u V.  r»  »f  “•  “• 

&SL;-Tf  *it$S&XSSSi. ... 

faithfully  reprefented  from  the  on  N^oc.^  fize  of  the  ark>  or 

gtnal  engravings;  but  he  cannot  q  ber  of  perfons  reprefented 

be  charged  with  any  confiderable  the  numDer  or  pe  p 

deviation  from  Falconeri’s  en-  without  or  within  it ;  for  it  was 
eravino-  which  probably  was  his  not  the  intention,  much  lefs  was  tt 

vchetvpe  The  difference  con fi Its  within  the  capacity  of  the  mint- 
archetype,  i  ■>  .  dino.  mafter,  to  include  fuch  a  variety  of 

ant’s  plate  from  the  back  of  the  row  coropafs  of  a  fingle  reverie 
ark,  and  is  loft  behind  the  fecond  It  was  thought  foffiaen,  rf  he 

.flirure  forms  a  larger  angle  with  could  mark  the  hiftorical  t«Ct  by 

the  fide  or  end  line  of  the  ark,  than  one  or  two  leading ; and  well-ki 

it  does  in  Falconeri’s  and  there-  *  <°ad  tt  he  ob! 

fore  conveys  the  idea  of  an  angular  ^oac”‘E  aeIufe  ,  ,  , 

roof.  whereas  that  line  in  Falco-  jeft  of  his  work,  he  could  not  have 

wucica  /Wrrihed  all  the  Derfons  containea 

neri  approaches  fo  near  to.  a  per-  “  „h  J  h  lefs  could  he 

pendicular,  that  it  may  feem  to  the  n  that  veliei  ,  muci  _ 

eye  rather  as  the  end  in  perfpeaive  have  found  room  for  the  variety  of 
of  an  open  boat  or  veflel,  whofe  animals  preferved  in  it.  -  he  re- 
fides  are  of  equal  height.  It  is  flotation  of  mankind,  whether  by 
evident,  however,  from  Falconeri’s  Noah’s  or  Deucalion  s  iooq,  was 
defeription  of  the  coin,  that  the  joftly  depifted  in  the  perfon 

tranfverfe  line  relling  on  what  he  male  and  female, 

. .  s  has  pointed  out  as  the  parents  of 

the  poftdiluvian  world.  1  hey  are 
reprefented  in  one  part  of  the  re- 
verfe  in  an  ark  floating  on  the  wa¬ 
ters,  in  another  part  as  juft  landed 
from  it,  with  uplifted  hands,  in 
thankfulnefs  to  the  deity  for  their 
prefervation.  The  repetition  of 
the  figures,  far  from  being  an  ob¬ 
jection  to  either  of  thofe  hiftories, 
feems  rather  to  give  ah  additional 

illuftration  to  the  coin,  and  to 

afeertam 


calls  the  duo  tigilli  ere3it  was  un¬ 
der  flood  by  him  to  reprefent  a  co¬ 
vering  over  the  heads  of  the  figures ; 
and  therefore  it  feems  immaterial 
whether  that  roof  was  flat  or 
angular :  nor,  indeed,  can  any 
fatisfaftory  conclufion  be  drawn 
from  the  delineation  of  the 
ipurious  coin  of  Philip,  nor  even 
from  the  three  different  repre¬ 
fen  cations  of  the  genuine  medaillon 
pj  Sevcrus,  which,  in  fame  in- 
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afertain  the  fatt,  by  exhibiting 
the  two  perfons  in  different  fitua- 
tions.  This  liberty  is  fometimes 
taken  in  hiftorical  paintings,  and 
the  fame  figure  appears  in  various 
parts  of  the  picture. 

But  whether  the  facred  or  pro¬ 
fane  hiftory  of  the  deluge  was  the 
object  of  this  reverie,  the  word  in¬ 
ferred  on  the  ark  will  be  of  very 
little  ufe  in  explaining  the  figures. 
For,  according  to  Vaillant,  the 
word  NEQK  muff  be  fubftituted 
inftead  of  NOE.  The  Abbe  Bar- 
thelemy  thinks  that  authority  is 
wanting  for  both,  and  that  neither 
of  the  words  can  be  fairly  traced 
on  any  of  the  genuine  medals  with 
this  reverfe ;  fo  that,  NOE  ap¬ 
pearing  only  on  the  ipurious  me- 
daillon  of  Philip,  it  will  be  to  no 
purpofe  to  contend  for  it,  either  as 
the  name  of  the  patriarch,  or,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Mr.  Barrington,  as  the 
dual  of  the  pronoun  EFQ,  put  into 
the  mouths  of  Deucalion  and 
Pyrrha,  to  exprefs  their  fituation, 
and  alluding  to  that  palfage  in 
Ovid’s  Metam.  lib.  i. 

“  Nos  duo  turba  funnis.” 

For  it  is  apprehended  that  this 
prpnoun  is  aizvays  f pel t  with  an  I, 
and  therefore,  until  fome  authority 
can  be  produced,  either  from  MSS. 
or  printed  books,  of  its  being 
written  with  an  E,  neither  the 
fpelling  nor  the  meaning  here 
given,  can  be  juftified  from  the 
Greek  language. 

It  is  alfo  well  known  to  all  thofe 
who  are  converfant  with  medals, 
that  they  hardly  ever  fpeak  a  lan¬ 
guage  like  this.  The  office  of  the 
mint- mailers  was  of  a  public  and 
ferious  nature.  They  were  em¬ 
ployed  in  reprefenting  the  ceremo- 
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nies  of  religion,  and  the  events  of 
hiflory,  in  the  plained  and  moll 
intelligible  manner,  for  the  public 
information  ;  and,  though  they 
might  be  tolerable  my thologifts, 
yet  they  could  have  nothing  to  do 
with  poetry.  It  may  be  juft  mat¬ 
ter  of  doubt,  whether  the  name  or 
writings  of  Ovid  were  known  to 
the  Apameans,  fituated  at  500 
miles  diftance  from  Tomis,  the 
place  of  that  poet’s  refidence.  It 
may  be  thought  ftill  lefs  probable, 
that  they  ffiould  be  fo  familiarifed 
to  his  works  as  to  allude  to  them  on 
fo  remarkable  an  event  by  the  ap¬ 
plication  of  a  fingle  pronoun,  which 
did  not  convey  fo  much  informa¬ 
tion  as  might  be  learned  from  the 
number  and  attitude  of  the  figures 
themfelves  ;  but  this,  being  only- 
matter  of  opinion,  muft  be  referred 
to  the  judgment  of  the  reader. 

But  is  there  no  other  event  to 
which  thefe  medals  might  refer  ? 
were  there  no  religious  or  hiftori¬ 
cal  fads  relative  to  Apamea,  the 
circumftances  of  which  may  not 
have  been  tranfmitted  to  pofterity, 
though  they  were  well  known  at 
that  time  to  the  Apameans  ?  Is 
any  thing  more  frequent  on  the 
medals  of  the  Afiatic  cities  than  the 
reprefentation  of  their  local  deities, 
temples,  images,  altars,  and  cere¬ 
monies  of  worfhip  ?  Why  may 
not  the  building  reprefent  a  tem¬ 
ple  dedicated  to  fome  marine  or 
river  deities,  fituated,  as  the  coin 
reprefents  it,  at  the  confluence 
of,  or  upon  the  Apamean  ri¬ 
vers,  with  the  images  of  thofe  dei¬ 
ties  in  the  temple?  and  may  not 
the  figures  Handing  near  the  tem¬ 
ple  reprefent  Worfhippers,  Priefts, 
Editui  or  N iUKopoi,  efpecially  as 
one  of  them  is  veiled  like  a  prieft, 

and 


ft 


ANNUAL  REGIS  T  E  R,  1777. 


142 

and  their  right-hands  are  lifted  up 


in  the  potiure  of  adoration  or 
thankfgiving  ■  May  not  this  have 
been  a  celebrated  temple,  for 
which  games  were  inftituted  in  the 
ceremonial  of  their  worfhsp,  uncter 
the  prefidency  of  an  a ; 

and  to  which,  on  fuch  a  {appo¬ 
rtion,  the  title  of  Nwubpcov 
might  be  applicable.  But,  as  no¬ 
thing  can  be  produced  from  hi  do¬ 


ry 


from  the  ftate  of  thefe  medals, 


deter- 


on  the  following  oecafion  ; 
Themiftocles  was  marching 

O 


or  from  their  legends,  to 
mine  percifely  the  fail  to  wmc 
they  allude,  there  is  ftill  ample 
room  left  for  further  .conjecture  ; 
the  principal  objedt  of  this  paper 
having  been  to  fhew  the  different 
ffate  of  the  medals  under  coniider- 
ation,  to  vdiflinguifh  the  fpurious 
from  the  genuine  coins,  and  ra¬ 
ther  to  (hew  what  confequences 
cannot  be  drawn,  than  to  eitablifh 
any  certain  ones,  on  fo  difficult  a 
fubjedt.  But  whatever  thefe  may 
be,  it  feems  neceffary  that  they 
fliould  be  deduced  from  the  figmes 
and  legend  on  the  Contour  only, 
which  are  allowed  by  the  belt  me- 
dalilts  to  be  genuine. 


On  the  Antiquity  of  Cock  Fighting. 

/TEN  have  long  availed  them- 
V.!.  lelves  of  the  antipathy  one 
tock  {hews  to  another,  and  have  en¬ 
couraged  that  natural  hatred  with 
arts  that  di (grace  human  reafon. 
—The  origin  of  this  fport  is  faid 
to  be  derived  from  the  Athenians 

When 

was  'marching  his 
army  againfl  the  Perfians,  he  by 
the  way  efpying  two  cocks  fight¬ 
ing,  caufed  his  army  to  behold 


them,  and  made  the  following 
fpeech  to  them  :  ‘£  Behold,  thefe 
do  not  fight  for  their  houfehold 
gods,  for  the  monuments  of  their 
artceftors,  nor  for  glory,  nor  for 
liberty,  nor  for  the  fafety  of  their 
children,  but  only  becaufe  the 
one  will  not  give  way  unto  the 
other.”  This  fo  encouraged  the 
Grecians,  that  they  fought  fire- 
nuoufly,  and  obtained  the  vidtory 
over  the  Perfian  ;  upon  which 
cock-fighting  was  by  a  particular 
law  ordained  to  be  annually  prac- 
tiied  by  the  Athenians. 

Though  the  ancient  Greeks 
piqued  themfelves  on  their  polite- 
nefs,  calling  all  other  nations  bar¬ 
barous,  yet  Mr.  Pegge  has  proved 
clearly  in  a  Treadle  published  in 
the  third  volume  of  the  Archaeolo- 
gia,  chat  they  were  the  authors  of 
this  cruel  and  inhuman  mode  of 
diverfion. — The  inhabitants  of  De¬ 
los  were  great  lovers  of  this  fport  ; 
and  Tanagra ,  .  a  city  of  Bceotia, 
the  Idle  of  Rhodes,  Chalcis  in  Eu¬ 
boea,  and  the  country  of  Media, 
were  famous  for  their  generous  and 
magnanimous  race  of  chickens. — 
It  appears  they  had  fame  method 
of  preparing  the  birds^  for  battle. 
Cock-fighting  was  an  inftitution 
partly  religious,  and  partly  poli¬ 
tical  at  Athens,  and  was  continued 
there  for  the  purpofe  of  improv¬ 
ing  the  feeds'  of  valour  in  the  minds 
of  their,  youths  — But  it  was  after¬ 
wards  abufed  and  perverted,  both 
there  and  in  other  parts  of  Greece, 
to  a  common  paili me  and  amufe- 
ment,  without  any  moral,  political 
or  religious  intention  ;  and  as  it 
is  now  followed  and  pradfifed 
among  It  us. — It  appears  that  the 
Romans,  who  borrowed  this,  with 

,}  Torn  Greece, 

ufed 


many 


other  things, 


1 
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ufed  quails  *  as  well  as  cocks  for 
hp-htina — The  firfl  caufe  of  con- 
tention  between  the  two  brothers, 
Balkan  us  ard  G  ta,  Tons  of  the 
Emperor  Septimius  Severus,  hap¬ 
pened,  according  to  Herodian,  in 
their  youth,  about  fighting  their 
quails  and  cocks -f-  —  Cocks  and 
quails,  fitted  for  the  purpofe  of 
engaging  one  another  to  the  laid; 
gafp,  for  diveriion,  are  frequently 
compared  in  the  Roman  writers  {, 
and  with  much  propriety,  to  Gla¬ 
diators.  The  fathers  of  the  church 
inveigh  with  great  warmth  againft 
the  fpeftacles  of  the  Arena  —  the 
wanton  fhedding  of  hurrmn  blood 
in  fpnrt—  One  would  have  thought 
that  with  this,  cock  fighting  would 
alio  have  been  difcar-ded,  under 
the  mild  and  humane  genius  ot 
Chrillianity.  —  But  it  was  reierved 
for  this  enlightened  aera  to  pra&ife 
it  with  new  and  aggravating  cir 
cumflances  of  cruelty  — The  Shrove 
Tueiday  majfacre  of  this  ufelul  and 
fpirited  creature,  is  now  indeed 
in  a  declining  way  ;  but  that  mon- 
flrous  barbarity,  the  battle  royal 
and  Welfh  main  flill  continue  to 
be  in  full  force  amongfl  us.  —  A 
ftrikine  difgrace  to  the  manly  cha¬ 
racter  of  Britons  1 

It  is  probable  that  cock-fighting 
was  firfl:  introduced  into  this  i fl a n d 
by  the  Romans. — The  bird  itfelf 
was  here  before  Caefar’s  arrival. 

William  Fitz  -  Stephen,  who 
wrote  the  life  of  Becket,  in  the 
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reign  of  Henry  IT.  is  the  firfl  of 
our  writers  that  mentions  cocking , 
defcribing  it  as  the  (port  of  fchool- 
boys  on  Shrove  Tuefday.  The 
theatre  (the  cockpit)  it  feems  was 
the  fchool,  and  the  mailer  was  the 
comptroller  and  director  of  the 
fport.  —  From  this  time,  at  leail, 
the  diveriion,  however  abfurd, 
and  even  impious,  was  continued 
amongil  us :  It  was  followed^ 
though  difapproved  and  prohibited 
39  Edward  Ill. — -Alfo  in  the  reign 
of  Henry  VIII,  and  A.  D.  1569. 
It  has  been  by  fome  called  a  royal 
diverfion  ;  and  every  one  knows 
the  cockpit  at  Whitehall  was  erec¬ 
ted  by  a  crowned  head,  for  the 
more  magnificent  celebrating  of 
the  fport.  It  was  prohibited  how¬ 
ever  by  one  of  Olivet’s  a£ts,  March 

3*>  >65+- 


Origin  cf  the  Name  of  Old  Nick, 

OBODY  has  accounted  for 
the  Devil’s  having  the  name 
of  Old  Nick.  Key  Her  de  Dea  Ne~ 

haleuvia ,  p.  33,  and  Antiq .  Sep- 
tentr.  p.  261,  mentions  a  deity  of 
the  waters  worfhipped  by  the  an- 
tient  Germans  and  Danes  under 
the  name  of  Nocca  or  Nicken,  fly  led 
in  the  Edda  Nikur ,  which  he  de¬ 
rives  fiom  the  German  nugen,  aa« 
fwering  to  the  Latin  necare.  Wor- 
mius,  Mon.  Dan.  p.  1 7.  fays  ths 


*  Hence  Marcus  Aurelius,  1.  feft.  6.  fays,  (<  I  learn  from  Diognetus,”  ne 
rebus  manibus  fludium  iinpenderem,  ne  Coturnices  ad  pugnain  aitrem,  neve 
rebus  itliulmodi  animum  adjicerem. 

f  Interque  le  frarres  diffidtrbaut  p'ueri! iprimum  certamine,  edendis  Cotor- 
nicum  pugnis,  Gallinaceorumque  confliftibus,  ac  puerorum  colluftationibu* 
exorta  difcordia.  Herodian.  III.  Seft.  33. 

t  Hence  Pliny’s  expreflion,  Gallorum,  feu  Gladiatorum,  and  that  of  Co¬ 
lumella,  rixofaruni  Avium  laniftce — Lanilla  being  the  proper  term  for  the  mailer 
of  the  Gladiators. 
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rcdnefs  in  the  faces  of  drowned 
perfons  was  afcribed  to  this  deity’s 
fucking  their  blood  out  at  their 
Doftrils.  Waflhovius,  pref  ad  Fit 
Sandior.  and  Loccenius,  Antiq. 
Sueo-Goth.  p-  17,  call  him  Neccus, 
and  quote  from  a  Belgo-Gallic 
Dictionary,  Neccer ,  Spiritus  Aqua- 
ticus ,  and  Necce ,  necare.  The 
Iflandic  DiCt.  in  Hickes’  Thef. 
P.  Ill,  p.  85.  renders  Nickur ,  bel- 
lua  aquatica.  Lailly,  Rudbekius, 
Atlant .  p.  I.  c.  7.  §  p.  192,  & 
c.  30,  p.  7 1 9 »  mentions  a  notion 
prevalent  among  his  countrymen, 
that  Neckur ,  who  governed  the 
fea,  affumed  the  form  of  various 
animals,  or  of  a  horfeman,  or  of 
a  man  in  a  boat.  He  fuppofes 
him  the  fame  with  Odin  ;  but  the 
above  authorities  are  fufficient  to 
evince  that  he  was  the  Northern 
Neptune ,  or  feme  fubordinate  fea- 
god  of  a  noxious  difpofition.  Wor- 
mius  queries  whether  a  figure  faid 
to  be  feen,  1615,  on  the  river 
Lan ,  and  called  Waffer  Nichs,  might 
not  be  of  this  kind.  Probably  it 
was  a  fea-monfler  of  the  fpecies 
called  Mermen ,  and  by  our  Spen- 
fer.  Fairy- Queen,  II.  12,  24. 

E'he  gmejly  Wajferman. 

It  is  not  unlikely,  but  the  name 
of  this  evil  (pint  might,  as  Chrif- 
tianity  prevailed  in  thefe  northern 
nations,  be  transferred  to  the  fa¬ 
ther  of  evil. 

If  it  would  not  be  thought  pun¬ 
ning  on  names,  I  would  hazard 
another  conjecture  —  St.  Nicholas 
was  the  patron  of  mariners,  confe- 
quently  opponent  to  Nicker.  How 
he  came  by  this  office  does  not  ap¬ 
pear.  The  Legend  fays,  “  Vng 
jour  que  aucuns  mariniers  perijjbyent 
Ji  le  prierent  ainji  a  larmes ,  Nicolas , 
ferviteur  de  Dieu ,  Ji  les  chofes  font 
tar  ayes  que  nous  a-vons  ouyey  ft  Us 
■z 
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efp:  ouve  maintenant,  Et  tarn  lot  ting 
homme  s’apparut  au  la  fembhnee  de 
luy ,  &  leur  dit ,  Veez  moy ,  Je  ne 
tn  appellez  vous  pas  :  &  leur  comment 
ca  a  leur  ayder  en  leur  exploit :  de  la 
ne  fet  t ant  oft  la  t  mpeftate  ceffa.  Et 
quant  Us  furent  us  a  fon  Eg  hfe  ilz 
fe  cogneurent  far  demonflrer  iff  Ji 
ne  ly avoient  one  ues  veil.  V  lors 
rendirent  graces  .  Dieu  Cff  ,  luy  de 
leur  deliv  ranee  ;  il  leur  dit  me  ilz 

attribuaffent  a  Le  mifericorde  V  Dieu 
et  a  leur  creanc  et  non  p  a  fes 
merites . — Then  follow  other  mira¬ 
cles,  not  peculiarly  appropriated 
to  him  under  this  character.  We 
have  afterwards,  indeed,  another 
flory  of  his  d$ivering  from  an 
illufion  of  the  Devil  certain  pil¬ 
grims  qui  allot  a  luy  a  nage, 
which  I  undent  d  to  mean  only 
by  water,  Le  '  d’or.  fol.  viii. 
See  alfo  Blomebe.  ’s  Hilt,  of  Nor¬ 
folk,  II.  p.  86 1 

A  L  JE  0  P  n  I  L  U  s  . 


Remarkable  Inflances  of  the  Crafts . 

ORRUPTIONS,  by  means  of 
the  figure  we  call  a  Crafts , 
have  had  a  great  effeCt,  I  believe, 
in  all  languages ;  it  is  when  the 
prefix  adheres  to  the  following 
word,  which  it  often  very  eafiiy 
and  naturally  does,  in  pronuncia¬ 
tion,  and  afterwards  is  written  or 
printed  in  that  form.  Thus  the 
modern  names  of  the  city  of  Athens , 
are  Satinas  and  Satinet,  from 
5/  AQnvcLS  ;  and  that  of  Confantinople, 
Stamboul,  from  oroA/u.  Hence 
cedepol ,  mehercule ,  &c.  of  the  Ro¬ 
mans  ;  and,  perhaps,  our  word  en¬ 
deavour,  and  rendezvous,  from  the 
French  endeavoir,  and  rendez  vous. 
Some  attention,  however,  is  ne- 
ceffiary  in  the  cafe,  and  fame  dif- 

tinClion 
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tin&yon  ftiould  be  made,  for  the  Now,  the  prefixes,  of  other  par- 
Crajis  is  not  concerned  in  all  words  ticles>  which  ufually  coalefce  with, 
that  .coalefce  together,  as  othervjife,  the  words  they  belong  to,  fo  as  to 
alvuys,  See.  which  ought  rather  alter  or  difguife  them,  are  thefe  : 


to  be  called  compounds;  for  I 
efteem  it  no  CrA  ^  unlefs  there  be 
fuch  mixture  Ov coalition  of  let¬ 
ters  'i  the  word to  make  the 
word  .o  feem  dif-e.ent  from  itfelf, 
and  t  be  obfeuroi  or  deformed  by 
it.  h’hu s  Birlady  a  form  of  fwear- 
ing  ;  the  blefttd  Virgin,  much 


A,  An,  At,  Ap,  By,  Di,  De ,  Do,  /, 
In-  It,  Mine,  Ne,  O,  Saint e ,  The* 
Two,  Three ,  and  To.  And  thefe 
I  propofe  to  go  through  in  their 
order. 

A. — An  Accomplice.  The  mon- 
ki fh  hiftorians  perpetually  ufe  the 
word  Complices  in  Latin;  and  Com- 


u  t  O  7  -  -  l - - - 1  - - 

ufed-j  jrmerly,  and  fometimes  now,  plice  itfelf,  as  an  Englifh  word, 
is  a  manifeft  jumble  and  corruption  occurs  in  Weaver,  Fun.  Monu- 
of  By  our  Lady.  ments,  p.  266,  and  fee  Johnfon . 

It  appears,  from  this  fhort  ac-  80  that  I  fufpedl  a  Crajls  here, 
countr.of  things,  that  vulgar,  hafty,  and  that  it  was  firft  a  Complice , 
and  inaccurate  pronunciation  has  corrupted  afterwards  to  Accomplice , 
been  the  princip  c.aufe  of  this  fi-  which  in  that  cafe  would  require 
gure  5  which  ha  ‘'been  more  ap>-  the  article  an  to  be  prefixed.  The 
plied  in  our  1-v  -  ge  than,  I  word  accomplijh  might  facilitate 

prefuroe,  is  cbnbhonly  thought ;  the  corruption  with  unthinking 
and  t  -efore  I  An  hopes  that  a  people. 

regard  had  untef  :annot  fail  of  An. — A  Nayword.  This  is  a 

givin^  ~ht  un'  die  fenfe  and  common  expreffion  for  a  by- word 
etymcr“gy  of  v  many  of  our  or  proverb,  and  is  probably  a  Cra- 
Englilh  words.  The  figure  has  Jis  of  an  Aye-voord ;  that  is,  a  word 
alfo  operated  very  remarkably  in  or  faying,  ahvays  and  perpetually 
fome  of  our  Englijh  ftrnames,  as  ufed,  agreeablfe  to  the  ancient  ufe 
has  been  noted  by  our  learned  Cam-  of  Aye.  If  this  be  not  the  mean- 
den.  Remains ,  p.  122;  we  fhall  ing  and  the  original  of  it,  it  will 
therefore  infert  thofe  inftances  be  difficult  to  account  for  it. 
amongft  the  reft.  I  obferve,  laft-  A  Narrow,  id  eft,  an  Arrow. 
Jy,  before  I  proceed  on  my  Alpha-  See  Mr.  Hearne  ad  Gul.  Neuhrig , 
bet,  that  it  is  furprifing  how  prone  p.  lxxxv,  lxxxvi.  The  prefix  has 
the  country-people  of  the  North  here  evidently  grown  and  faftened 
and  midland  parts  of  England  are  itfelf  to  the  noun, 
to  the  ufe  of  this  grammatical  fi-  Jacke  Napes ,  which  Shelton  gives 
gure,  efpecially  in  refped  of  the  us,  p.  160,  feems  to  be  Jack  an 
article  The ,  which  in  the  ftiape  of  Apes ,  as  Littleton  writes  it ;  but  I 
T  or  Th  they  will  join  to  words  am  doubtful  about  this,  as  Nape 
which  begin  with  a  confonant,  or  or  Knape  is  the  fame  as  knave  or 
with  more  than  one;  cauling  there-  fervaot.  See  Gloff.  to  Douglas’s 
by  much  roughnefs  and  harfhnefs,  Virgil. 

and  even  difficulty  of  pronuncia-  ANogler.  This  is  the  name  for- 
tion  ;  o’er  th’ bridge,  o’er  th’brig ,  merly  given  to  thofe  people  who 
as  they  fpeak  it,  for  over  the  travelled  the  councry  with  Sheffield 
bridge.  ,  wares ;  a  practice  now  generally 

Vol.XX,  L  left 
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left  off  there,  infomueh  that  the* 
name  itfelf  is  falling  into  oblivion, 
as  the  original  of  the  word  has 
long  fince  done.  I  take  the  ety¬ 
mon  to  be  this :  what  we  call  an 
Higler  was  once  written  an  Hagler , 
and  fo  you  will  find  it  in  Dr.  Ful¬ 
ler's  Worthies,  p.  278.  Now,  an 
Hauler  is  very  eaffly  turned  into 
a  Nagler ,  and  with  a  open  a  No- 
gler.  Dr.  Johnfon  omits  the  Hig¬ 
ler,  and  defcribes  the  Hagler  as 
one  that  is  tardy  in  bargaining, 
from  to  haggle.  But  it  feems  the 
Higler  and  the  Flagler  is  the  fame 
perfon,  and  fo  this  fenfeof  the  lat¬ 
ter  word  is  omitted  by  him. 

A  Newt .  An  Eft,  or  fmall  li¬ 
zard,  of  which  Newt  is  the  com¬ 
mon  name  in  Derbyjhire  and  Staf- 
fordjhire.  Plott.  Elia.  Staff,  p.244, 
*251;  and  it  is  ufed  by  Shake/p. 
Macbeth,  A.  IV.  Sc.  s.  “  Newt, 
fays  Dr.  fohnfon,  is  fuppofed  by 
Skinner  to  be  contra&ed  from  an 
Evetf  and  it  certainly  is  fo.  The 
Saxon  word  is  erete  ;  fo  that  the 
gradation  is  an  Efete,  an  Evet, 
a  Nevet,  a  Newt,  v  confonant 
being  turned  into  a,  juft  as  v  in 
Devil  is  changed  into  u  by  thofe 
who  pronounce  it,  as  the  vulgar 
often  do.  Deal. 

A  Needle ,  anciently  written  a 
Neld,  which  perhaps  may  by  Cra¬ 
fts  be  an  Eld,  the  fame  as  an  El/e, 
ufed  by  (hoemakers. 

NavA ,  i.  e.  an  Awl,  implement 
of  the  cobler,  ufed  by  Beaum.  &■ 
Fletcher ,  VIII.  p.  55. 

A  Noddy  ;  quad,  by  a  Crafts, 
an  Oddy  ;  a  ftngular  or  whimftcal 
perfon. 

A  Nailbourn.  This  word  is  both 
fo  written  and  pronounced  in  Kent, 
and, anfwering  to  t h e Ftp feys 0 r G>> p - 
keys  in  Torkfhire,  Ceimd*  Col.  901, 

3 


or  Ray  on  the  Deluge,  p.  97, 
means  a  torrent  which  flows  only 
now  and  then,  or  once  in  a  few 
years.  Now,  when  thefe  torrents 
broke  out,  they  were  fuppoled  to 
betoken  famines,  ftcknefles,  and 
deaths,  chiefly  I  prefumefickneffes  j 
whence  I  conjecture  there  is  a  Cra¬ 
fts  in  the  cafe,  a  Nailbourn  being 
in  faCl  an  Ailbourn ,  as  the  fore¬ 
runner  of  Ails  or  difeafes.  It  is 
written,  however,  Eylebourn  by  Dr. 
Harris,  p.  240,  23,  41  1.  and  io 
Phi  li pot  gives  it,  p.  42.  which  per¬ 
haps  may  be  a  corruption  of  Ail¬ 
bourn  ;  but  as  thefe  defultory  tor¬ 
rents  often  abound  with  fmall  eels* 
it  is  poflibie  they  might  take  their 
names  from  thence,  qua  ft  Eel- 
bourns.  But  there  will  ftill  be  a 
Crafts  in  Nailbourn. 

At.  —  This  particle  coheres 
chiefly  in  fuch  names  of  perfons 
as  are  taken  from  fttuation  ;  as, 

F’ajh ,  which  Mr.  Camden  thinks 
is  contracted  from  At  Aft>*  Re¬ 
mains,  p.  123.  ^ 

Dwells.  As  we  have  the  name 
of  Atwells,  or  Atwell,  one  has  cer¬ 
tainly  reafon  to  think  that  Dwells 
is  a  Crafts  for  At  Wells. 

As  or  Ap. — We  have  certain 
names  now  in  England,  brought 
originally.  I  fuppole,  from  IValcs, 
in  which  the  Ab  or  Ap  is  become 
a  part  of  the  name  that  followed 
it.  At  fir  ft  they  were  patrony¬ 
mics,  though  they  are  not  fo 
now.  Thus  Pugh  is  ap  Hugh  % 
Price  or  Brice,  ap  Rice ;  Pritchard, 
ab  Richard ;  Prideaux,  ap  Rideaux  ; 
Bevan ,  ap  Evan ;  Bowen ,  ap  Owen ; 
Bowel,  ap  Ha  el. 

BY.—Bilive,  i.  e.  by  le  Eve  % 
fometimes  written  Hive  and  blyve * 
GloiT.  to  Chaucer ,  v.  Brlive. 

D 1 . —Didappev ,  the  bird,  quaff 


ANTI  Q^U  I  T  I  E  S,  147 


Dive-Dapper  ;  which  is  confirmed 
by  its  being  called  Dab-Chick  in 
Kent. 

Do.  —  Don  and  doff,  i.  e.  to  do 
°n ,  and  do  of.  See  f  ohnfon  in  Vo  - 
cibus. 

De. — In  namesof  perfons  drawn 
from  the  places  of  their  abode,  or 
extra&ion,  the  French  particle  De 
will  often  coalefce  with  the  name 
of  the  place,  if  it  begin  with  a 
vowel.  Dangers,  de  or  d'  Anvers  ; 
Daetb  ;  de  or  d'  Aeth,  a  town  in 
Hainault  ;  Dajhwood  may  be  fup- 
pofed  to  be  de  or  d'  AJhwood  ;  Da¬ 
niil,  d'Eivill',  Camden ,  Remains, 
p.  122;  Doily ,  de  Oily ,  ibid, 
p.  ill;  Dauney ,  ibid.  p.  *122. 
Aunay  is  a  plot  of  ground  where 
alders  grow  ;  and,  to  name  no 
more,  Devereux  is  undoubtedly  d'E- 
vereux. 

Eche  or  Each. — Hence  every 
cbone ,  Skelton ,  p.  192,  i.  e.  every 
ecbe  one  ;  which  we  have  now  con- 
tradted  to  every  one. 

I. — This  pronoun  eafily  coale¬ 
sces,  as  Pm,  Pll,  Eld,  i.  e.  I 
would.  Percy's  Songs,  p.  8 1 .  Tchul- 
le ,  Percy,  III.  p.  xvii.  i.e.  I /ball, 
ye  Jhall. 

In. — hh  for  in  the ;  hence  yth, 
Percy ,  I.  p.  6. 

It.  —  Hence  'tis. 

Mine. — My  Neam ,  my  No  fit ; 
Nuncle,  Nont.  Thefe  words  are 
ufed  familiarly  in  the  North  by 
young  people  to  the  elder  fort, 
though  there  be  no  alliance  or 
relation  between  them,  fiame  is 
the  Saxon  for  uncle,  and  the  poffef- 
five  pronoun  mine  has  grown  to  it. 
The  fecond  is  from  mine  Aunt  in 
like  manner,  as  likewife  Nuncle 
(fee  Sbakefp.  Lear,  I.  fc.  13.)  and 
Nont . 

1  Ns. — This  aid ‘  negative  very 


readily  coincided  with  words  be¬ 
ginning  with  a  vowel  or  a  vj. 

Nis  and  Nys,  i.  e.  ne  is,  or  is 
not:  Skelton,  p.  92.  Kill,  for  ne 
vjill ;  nilt,  ne  wilt  :  Fairfax ,  Chau¬ 
cer.  Hence  will  or  nill :  Inve&ive 
againd  Wolfey.  So  nil' d  for  ne 
would:  Mirrour  of  Magidrates, 
p. 487. 

N'ct,  and  nolt ,  for  ne  wot,  or 
know  not ,  written  in  Machabree , 
folio  220,  note.  Nolt  occurs  in 
Fairfax,  xviii.  50. 

None  is  either  ne  one  or  no  one. 

Nere,  i.  e.  ne  vjsre :  Fairfax, 
xli.  81 1  v.  47  ;  x.  61;  alibi. 

Nould,  ne  would :  Fairfax. 

Nought,  ne  ought ;  written  alfo 
formerly  noght. 

Nam,  neam  ;  nart ,  neart  ;  nad, 
ne  had ;  nif ,  nevnfl:  all  in  Chaucer * 

O.- — Ho!  I  take  to  mean  0 ye. 

Of.  —  o'/h'.i  i.  e.  of  the.  Hence 
alh  th :,  Percy,  i.  p.  6,  where  the 
abounds  by  the  .miltake  of  copy i It ; 
f  r  p.  9,  you. have  athe,  for  of  the , 
twice. 

Saint. —Th’s  word,  pr  fixed  to 
the  names  of  certain  holy  men,  or 
reputed  to  be  fo,  either  adhered, 
by  means  of  its  lad  letter  T,  to  the 
name  of  fuch  faint,  or  the  whole 
of  it  was  joined  to  it;  efpecialiy 
in  certain  of  our  firnames  borrowed, 
from  the  names  of  faints.  I  fhall 
fpecify,  fird,  feme  cafes  where  the 
lad  letter  only  adheres,  which 
modly  happens  where  the  name 
begins  with  a  vowel.  Thus  the 
French  S.  Agnan  or  Aignan  was 
pronounced  by  fome  in  France 
Vignan :  H.  Steph.  Apoiog.  pour 
Herodote,  iii.  p.  242^.  Edit*  1735* 

A  7 antony  pig',  lo  written  in 
Drake's  Eborac.  p.  315*  meaning 
a  pig  of  St.  Anthony . 

Tawdry ,  i.  e.  St.  Awdrey  ;  a 
L  2  term 
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term  borrowed  from  thofe  times 
when  they  tricked  and  bedecked 
the  fhrines  and  altars  of  the  faints, 
as  being  at  vye  with  each  other 
on  that  occafton.  The  votaries  of 
St .Audrey  (an  ille  of  Ely  iaint)  ex¬ 
ceeding  all  the  reft  in  thedrefs  and 
equipage  of  her  altar,  it  grew  into 
a  byword  upon  any  thing  that 
was  very  gaudy,  that  it  was  all 
taudry ,  as  much  as  to  fay,  all  St. 
Audrey”  Canting  Did.  v.  Tau¬ 
dry. 

Talkmund.  St.  Alkmond  s  church 
at  Derby  is  commonly  called  j  alk- 
mumd. 

San  Telmo.  The  meteor  called 
St.-  Elmo ,  in  Ulloa ,  ii.  p.  35°* 
written  San  Telmo. 

St.  Tat  bant,  St.  Athan  or  Ait  ban. 
Memorial  of  Brit.  Piety,  Append. 

p  •  • 

St.  Twinnel ,  i.  e.  St.  Winnoc. 
Ibid.  p.  48. 

'Tooley-ft. reet,  Tootey- bridge.  Too- 
ley- corner,  all  in  Southwark,  from 
St.  Clave,  pronounced  Olye,  as 
Camden  gives  it.  Remains,  p. 

123. 

St.  Toofes.  St.  Ofithe’s ,  written 
St.  Toofes  in  Bailey’s  Life  of  Bp. 
Fijber ,  p.  88.  Mr.  Camden-  ob- 
ferves,  that  St.  Ofyib  is  turned  into 
Saint  Tows:  Remains,  ibid. 

St.,  T abbe.  St.  Ebba  was  the  fa¬ 
mous  priorefs  of  Coldingham,  who 
chofe  to  deform  herfelt,  wirh  her 
nuns,  rather  than  be  abufed  by 
the  infolent  Danes.  See  Camb . 
Remains,  l.c.  alfo  Fuller ,  Worthies 
in  P.utland. 

St.  Thetha ,  or  St.  Teath .  St. 
Etha  was  a  Cornijb  Saint. 

St.  Tomer .  This  name  we  have 
jn  Camden’s  Remains,  p.  15*>  ^or 
St.  Omer,  or  de  Sto.  Awdomaro . 

Sc.  Tole.  St.  Aldate’s  church,  or 
St.  Old’s ,  at  Oxford,  is  vulgarly 
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called  St.  Tale’s.  Pointer,  Oxen. 
Acad.  p.  109. 

Town.  This  firname,  I  imagine, 
may  be  corrupted  of  St.  Owen ,  who 
occurs  in  Camden,  p.  15** 

I  come  now  to  thofe  inftances 
where  the  whole  fubftance,  as 
it  were,  of  the  word  Saint  is 
incorporated  with  the  name, 
as  is  evident  from  many  of 
our  firnames  taken  from  the 
names  of  faints.  The  French 
San,  as  in  Sampol ,  Sammar - 
t banns,  See.  coheres  thus  in 
their  language. 

S amend :  i.  e.  St.  Amand,  or  de 
Sto.  Amando. 

Simberd.  St.  Barbe,  or  de  St  a. 
Barbara.  Camd.  p.150. 

Sinclair.  De  Sta.  Clara ,  or  de 
Sto.  Claro ,  as  Newcourt ,  in  Re- 
pert.  i.  p.  224.  But  q.  if  this  be 
not  an  error. 

Sanliz ,  Senliz ,  Singlis .  Thefe 
are  St.  Lis ,  or  de  Sto,  Lifeo,  or  SyJ- 
vanedlenfs ,  for  which  fee  Camd . 
p.  150. 

Sentlo.  St.  Lo,  or  de  Sto.  Laudo . 
Camd.  p.  151* 

Sent  low.  This  is  different  from 
the  former,  being  interpreted  de 
Sandlo  Lupo.  Lamd.  ibid.  Lupus  is 
the  name  of  a  faint. 

Sellinger.  So  they  commonly 
pronou nee  this  name  ;  whereas  the 
orthography  is  St.Leger ,  i,  e.  de 
Sto.  Leodegario,  Camd.  p.  15°* 

Semarton ,  St.  Martin ,  or  de  Sto* 
Martino.  Camd.  p.  l  5  1  • 

Sernarc .  St.  Medard.  Camd.  p ♦ 
1^0.  But  one  would  rather  think 
St.  Marc. 

Seimple,  Sampole.  The  firft  is 
the  Scotch  name,  the  fecond  the 
French  ;  both  are  St.  Paul. 

Seimpere .  Sampier ,  or  S empire, 
St.  PAer,  or  de  Sto.  Petra. 

JSemour. 
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Semonr.  De  Sto.  Mauro. 

The. — Bydene ,  i.e.  bytheewen, 
or  by  night.  Romance  of  Amys 
and  Amy  lion. 

To  tbende.  To  the  ende.  C ax- 
ton,  Myrrour,  cap.  5. 

T ay  lot.  Gloceferfhire  word  ; 
meaning  an  hay-loft.  At  firft,  no 
doubt,  they  faid  in  taylot,  for  in 
the  hay-loft ;  and  then  converted 
the  whole  into  a  fubitantive,  call¬ 
ing  a  hay  loft  by  that  name. 

Tuffold,  or  Towel.  This  means 
an  bowel  in  Derby/hire ,  where  they 
fir  ll  faid  in  towel ,  i.e.  in  the  bowel ; 
and  then,  by  miftake,  took  towel 
to  be  the  fubftantive,  for  bowel. 

Ton  and  Tother  :  as,  do  you  take 
ton,  and  I’ll  take  tother ;  meaning 
the  one  and  the  other.  The  ton, 
Percy  i.  p.  7,  where  either  the  or 
t  abounds  ;  and  yet  this  is  very 
commonly  ufed,  as  is  the  tother ,  for 
which  fee  Percy ,  p.  58. 

Tierr.e  crofs ,  in  Somner’s  Antiq. 
of  Canterb.  p.  II,  169,  is  the  iron 
crofs . 

Natblefs .  Not  the  left.  See  Dr. 
fohnfon. 

To. — By  cutting  off  the  o,  this 
fign  glues  itfelf  to  many  verbs  in 
Caxton ,  and  other  authors  ;  as  ta- 
bound,  t accompli Jh ,  tarette  it,  i.  e. 
to  impute  it  ;  t offer,  t  ailed ge  bun- 
gre  and  tburfe ,  Caxton ,  in  Myr¬ 
rour,  cap.  5,  is  to  allay  them. 

Two. — This  numeral  will  fome- 
times  cohere  with  a  noun,  as  t-zvin- 
fer,  a  calf  two  winters  or  two  years 
old.  Derbyfhire . 

Towet.  This,  in  Kent,  means 
two  pecks,  and  confequently  is  a 
coalition  of  twoo  fat  or  wat. 

A  Twjibill.  This  is  an  imple¬ 
ment  that  cuts  both  ways  ;  and  as 
Twois  pronouncedoften  twoa,  hence 
you  ha ve  twoa-  bill,  or  twji  bill. 
Three.  —A  Trevet  is  an  houfe- 


149 

hold  implement  of  iron  with  three 
feet  to  Hand  before  the  fire,  tor  the 
purpofe  of  letting  any  thing  upon 
to  dry  or  warm,  and  takes  its  name 
from  the  faid  three  feet.  See  T  an- 
ner ,  Biblioth.  in  Nic  Triwet. 

Toot. — This  word  means  to 
peep ,  or  peep  out.  When  peafe  in 
Derbyfhire  firft  appear,  they  are  faid 
to  toot,  i.e.  to  out ;  and  hence  they 
have  the  participle  tooting.  Thus, 
I  conceive  that  tooting  at  Tunbridge- 
wo  ells  means  to  out,  in  the  way  cf 
inviting  and  bringing  guefts  to 
their  mafter’s  houfe. 

Postscript. 

Trimon. — In  the  anonymous 
metrical  hiilory  of  the  battle  of 
Floddon-Field,  lately  publifhed,  it 
is  obferved,  p.  32,  that  St.  Paul , 
St.  Peter ,  and  St.  Andrews ,  never 
taught  the  Scottifb  prelates  to  go  to 
war,  but  rather  fome  later  Popifh 
faints,  Trimon  of  bfuhytehorn,  or 
Doffin  of  Ro/s  ;  where,  as  St.  A7- 
nian  was  the  great  faint  at  Cancli - 
da  Cafa,  or  Whitebern ,  the  Editor 
fays,  we  Ihould  read  Ninian  of 
Sfubytehorn.  An  emendation  is  un¬ 
doubtedly  neceffary ;  inis,  however, 
is  not  a  happv  one.  The  Scots> 
it  feems,  call  Ninian ,  Ringen,  (fee 
Memorial  of  Brit.  Piety,  p.  131,) 
whence  I  conjedlure  there  is  a  Cra- 
fis  here,  and  that  the  true  correc¬ 
tion  is  Trincren.  if  this  be  the 
truth,  as  I  prefume  it  is,  it  af¬ 
fords  a  pregnant  inftance  of  the 
ufefulnefs  of  attending  to  theeffedts 
of  the  Crafs  :  but,  indeed,  of  this, 
in  point  of  etymology,  we  have 
feen  many  examples  above. 

Smerwi ck.  —There  is  fome- 
thing  particular  in  this,  as  the  fifft 
letter,  inftead  of  the  lait,  in  Saint, 
coalefces ;  for  it  means  St  .Marywoick, 
in  the  county  of  Kerry ,  in  Ireland. 
Campbell,  Lives  of  Adm .  iu  p.  49. 

L  3  Account 


j||Jannua'L  re 

ijjBirfnf  of  fever  at  Gigantic  Statues 
found  in  Eafler  If  and,  W  the 
South  Seas ,  by  Captain  Cook. 

ON  the  eaft  fide,  near  the  fea, 
they  met  with  three  platforms 
of  done-work,  or  rather  the  ruins 
of  them.  On  each  had  flood  four 
of  thofe  large  flatues,  but  they 
were  all  fallen  down  from  two  of 
them,  and  alfo  one  from  the  thirci  ; 
all  except  one  were  broken  by  the 
fall,  or  in  fome  meafure  defaced. 
Mr.  Wales  meafured  this  one,  and 
found  it  to  be  fifteen  feet  in  length, 
and  fix  feet  broad  over  the  (boul¬ 
ders.  Kach  flatue  had  on  its  head 
a  large  cylindric  done  of  a  red  co¬ 
lour,  wrought  perfectly  round.  The 
one  they  meafured,  which  was  not 
by  far  the  larged,  was  fifty-two 
inches  high,  and  fix'y- fix  in  dia¬ 
meter.  In  fome  the  upper  corner 
of  the  cylinder,  was  taken  oh  in 
a  fort  of  concave  quarter-round  ; 
but' in  others  the  cylinder  was  en¬ 
tire. 

They  obferved  that  this  fide  of 
the  ifland  was  full  of  thofe  gigan¬ 
tic  flatues  ifo  often  mentioned  ; 
fome  placed  in  groupes  on  plat¬ 
forms  of  mafonry;  others  Angle, 
fixed  only  in  the  earth,  and  that 
not  deep  ;  and  thefe  latter  are,  in 
general,  much  larger  than  the 
others.  Having  meafured  one, 
which  had  fallen  down,  they  found 
|t  very  near  twenty-feven  feet  long, 
find  upwards  of  eight  feet  oyer  the 
bread  or  fhoulders  ;  and  yet  this 
appeared  considerably  (hort  of  the 
fHe  of  one  they  faw  (landing  :  its 
Ihade^  a  little  pad  two  o’clock, 
being  fufficient  to  (belter  all  the 
party,  con  filling  of  near  thirty  per¬ 
sons,  from  the  rays  of  the  fun. 
Here  they  flopped  to  dine;  after 
yyiiicb.  they  repaired  to  a  hill,  from 
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whence  they  faw  all  the  eafl  and 
north  (hores  of  the  i(le,  on  which 
they  could  not  fee  either  bay  or 
creek  fit  even  for  a  boat  to  land 
in  ;  nor  the  lead  ligns  of  frefh 
water.  What  the  natives  brought 
them  here  was  real  fait  water ; 
but  they  obferved  that  fome 
of  them  drank  pretty  plentifully 
of  it,  fo  far  will  neceflity  and  cuf- 
tom  get  the  better  of  nature  !  On 
this  account  they  were  obliged  to 
return  to  the  lad  mentioned  well  ; 
where,  after  having  quenched  their 
third,  they  directed  their  route 
acrofs  the  ifland  towards  the  (hip, 
as  it  was  now  four  o’clock. 

In  a  fmall  hollow,  on  the  higheA 
part  of  the  ifland,  they  met  with 
feveral  fuch  cylinders  as  are  placed 
on  the  heads  of  the  flatues,  Some 
of  thefe  appeared  larger  than  any 
they  had  feen  before  ;  but.  it  was 
now  too  late  to  flop  to  meafure  any 
of  them.  Mr.  Wales,  from  whom 
I  had  this  information,  is  of  opi¬ 
nion  that  there  had  been  a  quarry 
here,  whence  thefe  dones  had  for¬ 
merly  been  dug  ;  and  that  it  would 
have  been  no  difficult  matter  to 
roll  them  down  the  hill  after  they 
were  formed.  I  think  this  a  very 
reafonable  conjedlure;  and  have  uq 
doubt  that  it  has  been  fo. 

Thegigantic  flatues,  before  men¬ 
tioned,  are  not,  in  my  opinion, 
looked  upon  as  idols  by  theprefent 
inhabitants,  whatever  they  might 
have  been  in  the  days  of  theDutch^ 
at  lead,  I  faw  nothing  that  could 
induce  me  to  think  (0.  On  the 
contrary,  I  rather  fuppofe  that 
they  are  burying-places  for  certain 
tribes  or  families.  I,  as  well  as 
fome  others,  faw  a  human  (kele- 
ton  lying  in  one  of  the  platforms, 
jud  covered  with  dones.  Some  of 
thefe  platforms  of  mafonry  are 

thirty 
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thirty  or  forty  feet  long,  twelve  or 
fixteen  broad,  and  from  three  to 
twelve  in  height;  which  lad  in 
fome  meafure  depends  on  the  na¬ 
ture  of  the  ground.  For  they  are 
generally  at  the  brink  of  the  bank 
facing  the  fea,  fo  that  this  face 
may  be  ten  or  twelve  feet  or  more 
high,  and  the  other  may  not  be 
above  three  or  four.  They  are 
built,  or  rather  faced,  with  hewn 
dones  of  a  very  large  fize  ;  and 
the  workmanfhi p  is  not  inferior  to 
the  bell;  plain  piece  of  mafonry  we 
have  in  England.  They  ufe  no 
fort  of  cement;  yet  the  joints  are 
exceedingly  clofe,  and  the  Hones 
morticed  and  tenanted  one  into 
another,  in  a  very  artful  manner. 
The  fide-wails  are  not  perpendi¬ 
cular,  but  inclining  a  littlein  wards, 
in  the  fame  manner  that  bread- 
works,  &c.  are  built  in  Europe: 
yet  had  not  all  this  care,  pains, 
and  fagacity,  been  able  to  preferve 
thefe  curious  ftru&ures  from  the  ra¬ 
vages,  of  all-devouring  time. 

The  datues,  or  at  lead  many  of 
them,  are  erefted  on  thefe  plat¬ 
forms,  which  ferve  as  foundations. 
They  are,  as  near  as  we  could 
judge,  about  half  length,  ending 
in  a  fort  of  dump  at  the  bottom, 
on  which  they  dand.  The  work- 
manlhip  is  rude,  but  not  bad  ; 
nor  are  the  features  of  the  face 
ill  formed,  the  nofe  and  chin  in 
particular;  but  the  ears  are  long 
beyond  proportion  ;  and  as  to 
the  bodies,  there  is  hardly  ar.y 
thing  like  a  human  figure  about 
them. 

I  had  an  opportunity  of  examin¬ 
ing  only  two  or  three  of  thefe  da¬ 
tues,  which  are  near  the  landing- 
place  ;  and  they  were  of  a  grey 
Itone,  feemingly  of  the  fame  fort 
as  that  with  which  the  platforms 


were  built.  But  fome  of  the  gen¬ 
tlemen,  who  travelled  over  the 
ifl and,  and  examined  many  of 
them,  were  of  opinion  that  the 
done  of  which  they  were  made, 
was  different  from  any  other  they 
faw  on  the  ifland,  and  had  much 
the  appearance  of  being  faftitious. 
We  could  hardly  conceive  how 
thefe  iflanders,  w'holly  unacquaint¬ 
ed  with  any  mechanical  power, 
could  raile  fuch  dupenaous  fi¬ 
gures,  and  afterwards  place  the 
large  cylindric  dones,  before  men¬ 
tioned,  upon  their  heads.  The 
only  method  I  can  conceive,  is  by 
raifmgthe  upper  end  by  little  and 
little,  fupporting  it  by  dones  as  it 
is  raifed,  &nd  building  about  it 
till  they  got  it  ereft ;  thus  a  fort 
of  mount  or  fcaffolding  would  be 
made,  upon  which  they  might  roll 
the  cylinder,  and  place  it  upon 
the  head  of  the  datue  ;  and  then 
the  dones  might  be  removed  from 
about  it.  But  if  the  dones  are 
factitious,  the  datues  might  have 
been  put  together  on  the  place,  in 
their  prefent  pofition,  and  the  cy¬ 
linder  put  on  by  building  a  mount 
round  them  as  above  mentioned. 
But,  let  them  have  been  made  and 
let  up,  by  this  or  any  other  me¬ 
thod,  they  mud  have  been  a  work 
of  imrnenfe  time,  and  fufHciently 
fhew  the  ingenuity  and  perfever- 
ance  of  the  iflanders  in  the  age  in 
which  they  were  built;  for  the 
prefent  inhabitants  have  mod  cer¬ 
tainly  had  no  hand  in  them,  as 
they  do  not  even  repair  the  foun¬ 
dations  of  thofe  which  are  going 
to  decay.  They  give  different 
names  to  them,  fuch  as  Goto  m  oar  a, 
Marapate,  Canaro,  Goway- toogoo, 
Matta  Malta,  &c.  &c.  ;  to  which 
they  fometiincs  prefix  the  word 
Moi,  and  fometimes  annex  Ao-e- 
L  4.  '  kce. 
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kee.  The  latter  fignifies  chief; 
and  the  former,  burying,  or  fleep- 
ing- place,  as  well  as  we  could  un¬ 
derhand. 

Befides  the  monuments  of  anti¬ 
quity,  which  were  pretty  numer¬ 
ous,  and  no  where  but  on  or  near 
the  fea-coafi,  there  were  many  lit¬ 
tle  heaps  of  hones,  piled  up  in 
different  places,  along  the  coaft. 
Two  or  three  of  the  upperniOil 
Hones  in  each  pile  were  generally 
white;  perhaps  always  fo,  when 
the  pile  is  complete.  It  will  hardly 
be  doubted  that  thefe  piles  of  hone 
had  a  meaning.  Probably  they 
might  mark  the  place  where  people 
had  been  buried,  and  ferve  inhead 
of  the  large  ftatues, 

**  .'»■■■* ."ili  .«■■■  ■'  1  1  ■  1  .  1  .  — — — 

On  the  fir  ft  Introduction  oft  Mufic 
into  the  Service  oft  the  Church. 
From  Sir  j.  Hawkins V  General 
Hifiory  oft  Mufic. 

IT  has  already  been  obfervcd, 
that  the  fcience  of  harmony  was 
anciently  a  fubjed  of  philosophical 
enquiry  ;  and  it  is  manifeh,  from 
the  account  herein  before  given  of 
them  and  their  writings,  that  the 
G  reeks  treated  it  as  a  fubjed  of 
very  abflrad  fpeculation,  and  that 
they  neither  attended  to  the  phy il¬ 
eal  properties  of  found,  nor  con¬ 
cerned  thejnfelves  with  the  pradice 
of  mufic,  whether  vocal  or  inflru- 
mental.  Ptolemy  was  one  of  the 
]ah  of  the  Greek  harmonicians ; 
and  from  his  time  it  may  be  ob- 
fcrved?  that  the  cultivation  of  mu¬ 
fic  became  the  care  of  a  fet  of  men, 
who,  then  at  lead,  made  no  pre- 
tenfions  to  the  charader  of  philo¬ 
sophers.  This  may  be  accounted 
for  either  by  the  decline  of  philo- 
about  this  period f  or  by  the 


not  improbable  fuppofition,  that 
the  fubjed  itfelf  was  exhaufted, 
and  that  nothing  remained  but  an 
improvement  in  pradice  on  that 
foundation  which  the  ancient  wri¬ 
ters,  by  their  theory,  had  fo  well 
laid.  But  whatever  may  have  been 
the  caufe,  it  is  certain,  that  after 
the  efiablifhment  of  chriftianity 
the  cultivation  of  mufic  became  the 
concern  of  the  church  :  to  this  the 
chriftians  were  probably  excited  by 
the  example  of  the  Jews,  among 
whom  mufic  made  a  confiderable 
part  of  divine  worlhip,  and  the 
countenance  given  to  it  in  thewrU 
tings  of  St.  Paul,  Nor  is  it  to  be 
wondered  at  by  thofe  who  confider 
the  effeds  of  mufic,  its  influence 
on  the  paflions,  and  its  power  tq 
infpire  fentiments  of  the  moft  de, 
vout  and  affeding  kind,  if  it  eafily 
found  admittance  into  the  worfhip 
of  the  primitive  chriflians  :  as  to 
the  date  of  it  in  the  three  firfi  cen¬ 
turies,  we  are  very  much  at  a  lofs  $ 
yet  it  fhould  feem  from  the  in¬ 
formation  of  St.  Auguftine,  that  in 
his  time  it  had  arrived  at  fome  de¬ 
gree  of  perfedion  ;  poflibly  it  had 
been  cultivating,  both  in  the  Eaft- 
ern  and  Weftern  empire,  from  the 
firft  propagation  of  chriftianity. 
The  great  number  of  men  who 
were  drawn  off  from  fecular  pur- 
fuits  by  their  religious  profeffion, 
amidft  the  barbarifm  of  the  times, 
thought  themfelves  laudably  em¬ 
ployed  in  the  fludy  of  ?  fcience 
which  was  found  to  be  fubfervient 
to  religion  :  while  fome  were  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  oppugning  heretical 
opinions,  others  were  taken  up  in 
compofing  forms  of  devotions, 
frarping  liturgies;  and  others  in 
adapting  fuitable  melodies  to  fuch 
pfalms  and  hymns  as  had  been  re¬ 
ceived  into  the,  fer vice  of  the 

church. 


A  N  T  I  Q_ 

church,  and  which  made  a  very 
confidcrable  pare  of  the  divine  of¬ 
fices  :  all  which  is  the  more  proba¬ 
ble,  as  the  progrefs  of  human  learn¬ 
ing  was  then  in  a  great  meafure 
at  a  Hand. 

But  as  the  introduction  of  mufic 
into  the  fervice  of  the  church  feems 
to  be  a  new  aera,  it  is  necefiary  to 
be  a  little  more  particular,  and  re¬ 
late  the  opinions  of  the  moll  au¬ 
thentic  writers,  as  well  as  to  the 
reception  it  at  firfi  met  with,  as  its 
fubfequent  progrefs  among  the 
converts  to  chrifiianitv.  If  anion? 
the  accounts  to  be  given  of  thefe 
matte.'s,  fome  fhculd  carry  the  ap- 
pearanceofimprobability,  or  fhould 
even  verge  towards  the  regions  of 
fable,  let  it  be  remembered,  that 
very  little  credit  would  be  due  to 
hifiory,  were  the  writer  to  fupprels 
every  relation  againft  the  credible 
lity  whereof  there  lay  an  objection. 
Hifiory  does  not  propofe  to  tranf- 
mit  barely  matters  of  real  fadt,  or 
opinions  abfolutely  irrefragable  ; 
falfehood  and  error  may  very  in¬ 
nocently  be  propagated,  nay  the 
general  belief  of  falfehood,  or  the 
exiltence  of  any  erroneous  opinion, 
may  be  confidered  as  faCts ;  and 
then  it  becomes  the  duty  of  an 
hifiorian  to  relate  them.  Who¬ 
ever  is  converfant  with  the  eccle- 
fiafiical  hifiorians  mufi  allow  that 
the  fuperftition  of  fome,  and  the 
enthufiafm  of  others  of  them,  have 
fomewhat  abated  the  reverence  due 
to  their  tefiimony.  But  notwith- 
fianding  this,  the  characters  of 
£ufebius,  Socrates,  Sozomen,  The- 
odoret,  and  Evagrius,  for  veracity 
and  good  intelligence,  Hand  fo  high 
in  the  opinion  of  all  fober  and  inir 
partial  men,  that  it  is  impoflible 
to  withhold  our  alfent  from  the  far 
g -eater  part  of  what  they  have 
written  on  this  fubjeCU. 
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The  advocates  for  the  high  an¬ 
tiquity  of  church-mufic  urge  the 
authority  of  St.  Paul  in  its  favour, 
who,  in  his  EpiHle  to  the  Ephe- 
fians,  charges  them  to  fpeak  to 
themfelves  in  plalms,  and  hymns, 
and  fpiritual  fongs,  finging  and 
making  melody  in  their  hearts  to 
the  Lord ;  and  who  exhorts  the 
Colofiians  to  teach  and  admonifh 
one  another  in  pfalms,  hymns,  and 
fpiritual  fongs.  Cardinal  Bona  is 
one  of  thefe ;  and  he  fcruples  not 
to  afiert,  on  the  authority  of  thefe 
two  p adages,  that  fongs  and  hymns 
were,  from  the  very  efiabiifhrnenc 
of  the  church,  fung  in  the  affein, 
blies  of  the  faithful.  Johannes  Da- 
mafeenus  goes  farther  back;  and 
relates,  that  at  the  funeral  of  the 
BlefTed  Virgin,  which  was  cele¬ 
brated  at  Gethlemana,  theapoHles, 
afiified  by  angels,  continued  fing¬ 
ing  her  requiem  for  three  whole 
days  inceilantly.  The  fame  au¬ 
thor,  fpeaking  of  the  ancient  hymn 
called  the  Trifagion,  dates  its  ori¬ 
ginal  from  a  miracle  that  was  per¬ 
formed  in  the  time  of  Proclus,  the 
archbifhop:  his  account  is,  that 
the  people  of  Confiantinople  being 
terrified  with  fome  portentous  figns 
that  had  appeared,  made  folemn 
proceffions  and  applications,  to  the 
Almighty,  befeeching  him  to  avert 
the  calamities,  that  Teemed  to 
threaten  their  city,  in  the  midft 
whereof  a  boy  was  caught  from 
among  them,  and  taken  up  to  hea¬ 
ven  ;  who,  upon  his  return,  re¬ 
lated,  that  he  had  been  taught  by 
angels  to  fing  the  hymn  in  Greek, 

A yio$  a  0*o<,  ctyio$  io/vpot,  ctyio$ 
CtOaVCLTOt,  <*A ZVUTOV  YlUdf, 

Holy  God,  holyand  firong,  holy  andim- 
rncital,  have  mercy  upon  us. 

The  truth  of  this  relation  is  quef- 
tioaed  by  fome,  who  yet  credit  a 

vifian 
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vifion  of  St.  Ignatius;  of  which 
Socrates,  the  ecclefiafiical  hidorian, 
gives  the  following  account :  “  St. 
Ignatius,  the  third  biihop  of  An¬ 
tioch,  in  Syria,  after  the  apodle 
Peter,  who  alfo  converfed  familiar¬ 
ly  with  the  apodles,  faw  the  blefied 
fpirits  above  fmging  hymns  to  the 
Sacred  Trinity  alternately,  which 
method  of  Tinging,  fays  the  lame 
hidorian,  Ignatius  taught  to  his 
church;  and  this,  together  with 
an  account  of  the  miracle  which 
gave  rife  to  it,  was  communicated 
to  all  the  churches  of  the  Eaft.’5 
Nicephoros,  St.  Chryfodom,  Ama- 
larius,  and  fundry  others,  acqui- 
efce  in  this  account  of  the  origin  of 
antiphonal  fmging :  as  do  our 
countrymen,  Hooker,  Hammond, 
Beveridge,  and  Dr.  Comber. 

By  the  Apoftclical  Conftitutions, 
faid  to  have  been,  if  not  compiled 
by  the  apodles  themfelves,  at  lead 
colle&ed  by  Clement,  a  difciple 
of  theirs,  the  order  of  divine  wor- 
fhip  is  prefcribed;  wherein  it  is 
exprefsly  required,  that  after  the 
reading  the  two  lefions,  one  of  the 
prefbyters  fhould  ling  a  pfalm  or 
hymn  of  David  ;  and  that  the  peo¬ 
ple  fhould  join  in  dnging  at  the 
end  of  each  verfe.  It  would  be  too 
little  to  fay  of  this  collection,  that 
the  authority  of  it  is  doubted,  fmce 
it  is  agreed,  that  it  did  not  appear 
in  the  world  till  the  fourth  century  : 
and  the  opinions  of  authors  are, 
that  either  it  is  fo  interpolated  as 
to  deferve  no  credit,  or  that  the 
whole  of  it  is  an  abfolute  forgery. 

Hitherto,  then,  the  high  anti¬ 
quity  of  church-mudc  ftands  on  no 
better  a  foundation  than  tradition, 
backed  with  written  evidence  of 
fuch  a  kind  as  to  have  fcarce  a  pre¬ 
tence  to  authenticity :  there  are, 
however,  accounts  to  be  met  with 


among  the  writers  of  ecc’efiadical 
hidory,  that  go  near  to  fix  it  at 
about  the  middle  of  the  fourth  cen¬ 
tury. 

Having  determined  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  mufic  in  the  chri£ian 
worfhip,  the  hidorian  next  men¬ 
tions  the  particular  perfons  under 
whofe  prote&ion  it  was  cultivated 
with  the  greated  zeal  and  fuccefs. 
Thofe  were,  St.  Bafil,  St.  Chry¬ 
fodom,  and  St.  Ambrofe  ;  the  lat¬ 
ter  of  whom  indituted  that  method 
of  fmging,  which  from  him  has 
been  denominated  the  Cantus  A m - 
brofianus,  or  Ambrofian  Chant. 
Sir  John  Hawkins  obferves,  in  re- 
fpett  of  this  name,  that  it  appears 
not  to  have  fpecified  any  deter¬ 
mined  feriesof  notes,  but  was  only 
invented  to  exprefs  in  general  a 
method  of  Tinging  agreeable  to 
iome  rule  prefcribed  or  taught  by 
that  father.  It  is  however  fup- 
pofed  to  have  had  a  reference  to 
the  modes  of  the  ancients,  at  lead: 
to  thofe  of  Ptolemy,  which  our  au¬ 
thor  has  proved,  in  a  preceding 
part  of  the  Hidory,  to  have  been 
exa&ly  coincident  with  the  feven 
fpecies  of  the  diapafon ;  though 
St.  Ambrofe  conceiving  all  above 
four  to  be  fuperduous,  reduced  them 
to  that  number,  in  which  he  re¬ 
tained,  but  under  other  denomi¬ 
nations,  the  Dorian,  Phrygian, 
Lydian,  and  Myxolydian  modes. 
The  defign  of  the  reverend  pa¬ 
triarch,  as  our  author  farther  re¬ 
marks,  was  to  introduce  a  kind  of 
melody  founded  on  the  rules  of  art, 
and  yet  io  plain  and  fimple  in  its 
nature,  that  the  whole  congrega¬ 
tion  might  fing  it. 

Among  the  improvements  of 
mufic  lubfequenc  to  this  period, 
our  author  mentions  in  terms  of 
peculiar  didinbtion  thofe  made 

about 
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about  the  end  of  the  flxth  century, 
by  St.  Gregory  the  Great,  the  hrll 
pope  of  that  name;  a  man,  as  he 
juitly  obferves,  not  more  remark¬ 
able  for  his  virtues  than  for  his 
learning  and  profound  fkill  in  the 
fcience  of  mufic.  The  firft  im¬ 
provement  made  by  this  venerable 
pontiff  was  the  invention  of  that 
kind  of  notation  by  the  Roman 
letters,  which  is  ufed  at  the  prefent 
time.  But  he  is  chiefly  celebrated 
for  having  encreafed  the  number 
of  tones  from  four  to  eight,  and 
for  the  inftitution  of  what  is  called 
the  Gregorian  Chant,  or  plain 
fong.  Of  the  reformation  which 
he  effe&ed  in  the  mufic  of  the 
church,  our  author  has  leleded  an 
account  from  Maimbourg’s  Hiftoire 
du  Pontifical  de  St.  Gregoire. 

3ir  John  Hawkins  obferves,  that 


it  was  in  the  cathedral  church  of 
Canterbury  that  the  choral  fervice 
was  firfb  introduced  into  England; 
to  which  place,  and  the  churches 
of  Kent,  it  was  confined  till  the 
arrival  of  Theodore,  when  it  af¬ 
terwards  fpread  over  the  whole 
kingdom. 

An  anecdote  mentioned  by  our 
author  refpe&ing  the  primitive  fim- 
plicity  of  Putta,  biihop  of  Rochef- 
ter,  deferves  to  be  mentioned.  Be¬ 
ing  driven  from  his  fee  by  Ethelred 
king  of  the  Mercians,  in  677,  he 
retired  to  Scroulfe,  the  bifhop  of 
Mercia,  where  obtaining  a  fmall 
cure,  and  a  portion  of  ground,  he 
remained  in.  that  country,  totally 
unfolicitous  for  the  reflitution  of 
his  former  dignity,  and  even  went 
about,  teaching  choralmufic  where- 
ever  he  could  find  entertainment. 
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Miscellaneous  Essays. 


The  following  is  one  of  thofe  betters 
which,  fonie  Time  ago ,  engaged 
the  Attention  of  the  Public  fo  much 
tender  the  Name  of  Ganganelli. 
It  contains  a  fhort  and  fuccind  De¬ 
fer  ipt  ion  of  Italy. — The  principal 
Objeds  are  frongly  and  judicioufy 
marked ,  and  the  Whole  is  written 
in  a  lively  and  Jpiriied  Manner . 

To  the  Abbe  Ferghen. 

Mons.  Abbe, 

OU  cannot  do  better  to  divert 
yourfelf  from  your  troubles 
and  embarraffment  than  to  vifit 
Italy.  Every  well-informed  man 
owes  an  homage  to  this  country, 
fo  defervedly  boafted  of ;  and  it 
will  give  me  inexpreffible  fatisfac- 
tion  to  fee  you  here. 

The  fird  objedl  that  drikes  you 
will  be  the  great  bulwarks  given  us 
by  Nature,  in  the  Alps  and  Ap- 
pennines,  which  feparate  us  from 
France,  and  have  occafioned  our 
being  (tiled  Tramontanes  by  that 
nation.  They  are  a  majeltic  range 
of  mountains,  which  (erve  as  a 
frame  to  the  magnificent  picture 
within  them. 

Torrents,  rivulets,  and  rivers, 
without  reckoning  the  feas,  are 
objedls  which  prefen t  the  mod  cu¬ 
rious  and  intereding  points  of  view 
to  foreigners,  and  efpecially  to 
painters.  Nothing  can  be  more 


agreeable  than  the  mod  fertile  foil 
in  the  fined  climate,  every  where  \ 
interfered  with  dreams  of  running  ; 
water,  and  every  where  peopled 
with  villages,  or  ornamented  with 
fuperb  cities. — Such  a  country  is 
Italy  ! 

If  agriculture  was  held  in  equal 
edeem  with  architecture;  if  the 
country  was  not  divided  into  fuch  a 
number  of  governments,  all  of  dif¬ 
ferent  forms,  and  almod  ail  weak, 
and  of  little  extent ;  mifery  would 
not  be  found  by  the  fide  of  magni¬ 
ficence,  and  indudry  without  ac¬ 
tivity;  but  unfortunately  we  are 
more  engaged  in  the  embeliifhment 
of  cities,  than  in  the  culture  of  the 
country ;  and  uncultivated  lands 
every  where  reproach  the  idlenefs 
of  the  people. 

If  you  begin  your  route  at  Ve¬ 
nice,  you  will  fee  a  city  very  fin- 
gular  from  its  fituation  ; — it  re- 
lembles  a  great  fhip  reding  upon 
the  waters,  and  which  cannot  be 
approached  but  by  boats. 

The  fingularity  of  its  fituation  is 
not  the  only  thing  that  will  fur- 
prife  you. — The  inhabitants  in 
mafque  for  four  or  five  months  in 
the  year;— the  laws  of  a  defpotic 
government,  which  allow  the 
greated  liberty  in  their  amufe- 
ments ;  the  rights  of  a  fovereign 
without  authority;  the  cudoms  of 
a  people  who  dread  even  his  (ha- 
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dovv,  and  yet  enjoy  the  greateil 
tranquillity;  form  inconfiilencies, 
which  in  a  very  extraordinary  man¬ 
ner  mull  affedl  foreigners.  There 
is  fcarcely  a  Venetian  who  is  not 
eloquent  colledlions  have  been 
made  of  the  bon  mots  of  their  Gon¬ 
doliers,  replete  with  true  Attic  fait. 

Ferrera  difplays  a  vail  and  beau¬ 
tiful  folitude  within  its  walls,  al- 
moil  as  filent  as  the  tomb  of  Arioito, 
who  was  buried  there. 

Bologna  prefents  another  kind 
of  pi&ure;  there  the  fciences  are 
familiar,  even  to  the  fex  *;  who 
appear  with  dignity  in  the  fchools 
and  academies,  and  have  trophies 
frequently  erected  to  them.  A 
thoufand  different  paintings  will 
gratify  your  mind  and  eyes,  and 
the  converfation  of  the  inhabitants 
will  delight  you. 

You  will  then  pafs  through  a 
multitude  of  fmall  towns,  in  the 
fpace  of  more  than  a  hundred 
leagues,  each  of  which  has  its 
theatre,  its  cafin  ( a  rendezvous  for 
the  nobility ),  a  man  of  learning,  or 
fome  poet,  who  employ  themfelves 
according  to  their  taile  or  their 
leifure. 

You  will  vifit  Loretto,  made  fa¬ 
mous  by  the  great  concourfe  of  pil¬ 
grims  from  other  countries,  and 
The  treafures  with  which  the  church 
is  magnificently  enriched. 

You  will  then  defery  Rome, 
which  may  be  feen  a  thoufand 
years,  and  always  with  new  plea- 
fure.  The  city,  fituated  upon  fe- 
ven  hills,  which  the  ancients  called 
the  Seven  Miftreffes  of  the  World, 
feems  from  thence  to  command  the 
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univerfe,  and  boldly  to  fay  to 
mankind,  that  fhe  is  the  queen  and 
the  capital. 

You  will  call  to  mind  the  an¬ 
cient  Romans,  the  remembrance  ot 
whom  can  never  be  effaced,  on 
calling  an  eye  on  the  famous  Ti¬ 
ber,  which  has  been  fo  often  men¬ 
tioned,  and  which  has  been  fo  fre¬ 
quently  fwelled  by  their  own  blood, 
and  that  of  their  enemies. 

You  will  be  in  extacy  at  the 
fight  of  St.  Peter’s,  which  artifts 
fay  is  the  wonder  of  the  world  ; 
being  infinitely  fuperior  to  the  St. 
Sophia  atConftantinople,  St,  Paul’s 
at  London,  or  even  the  Temple  of 
Solomon. 

It  is  a  ilruflure  which  extends  it- 
felf  as  you  furvey  it,  where  the 
whole  feems  to  be  immenfe,  while 
every  member  of  it  appears  to  pre- 
ferve  its  due  proportion.  The 
paintings  are  exquifite,  the  monu¬ 
mental  fculptures  breathe,  and  you 
will  imagine  that  you  fee  the  New 
Jerufalem  come  down  from  Hea¬ 
ven,  which  St.  John  fpeaks  of  in 
the  Revelations. 

You  will  find,  both  in  the  great 
and  in  the  detail  of  the  Vatican, 
which  was  erefled  on  the  ruins  of 
falfe  oracles,  beauties  of  every  kind 
that  will  tire  your  eyes,  while  they 
at  the  fame  time  charm  you.  Here 
Raphael  and  Michael  Angelo, 
fometimes  in  a  fublime,  fo  pie- 
times  in  a  pathetic  manner,  have 
difplayed  the  mailer  -  pieces  of 
their  genius,  by  expreffing  in  the 
moil  lively  language  the  whole 
energy  of  their  fouls;  and  here  the 
fcience  and  genius  of  all  the  writers 


*  This  expreffion  is  not  diilinguiihed  in  the  original  by  a  gender;  for  there 
is  a  certain  peculiar  politenels  in  the  Italian  and  French  languages,  that  when¬ 
ever  the  word  fix  is  ufed  abfolutely  and  irrelatively,  it  is  always  to  be  under- 

iiood  ol  the  female. 
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in  the  world  are  depofited,  in  the 
multitude  of  works  which  compofe 
that  rich  and  immenfe  library. 

Churches,  pal  aces,  public  fquares, 
pyramids,  obelilks,  pillars,  galle¬ 
ries,  grand  fronts  of  buildings, 
theatres,  fountains,  gardens,  views, 
all,  all  will  declare  to  you  that  you 
are  at  Rome;  and  every  thing  will 
attach  you  to  it,  as  to  the  city, 
which  of  all  others  has  been  the 
moil:  univerfally  admired.  You 
will  not,  indeed,  meet  with  that 
French  elegance  which  prefers  the 
beautiful  to  the  fublime  ;  but  you 
will  be  amply  recompenfed  by  thofe 
llriking  views  that  every  inflant 
mull  excite  your  admiration. 

Laflly,  in  all  the  figures  of 
painting  or  of  fculpture,  both  an¬ 
cient  and  modern,  you  will  fee  a 
new  creation,  and  almoft  think  it 
animated.  The  Academy  of  Paint¬ 
ing,  filled  with  French  Undents, 
will  fhew  you  fome  who  are  de¬ 
fined  to  become  great  mailers  in 
their  profeflion,  and  who  by  com¬ 
ing  to  ftudy  here  do  honour  to 
Italy. 

You  will  admire  the  grandeur 
and  fimp-icity  of  the  head  of  the 
Church,  the  fervant  of  fervants  in 
the  order  of  humility,  and  the  firft 
of  men  in  the  eyes  of  the  Faithful. 
The  cardinals  who  furround  him 
will  reprefent  to  you  the  twenty- 
four  old  men  who  encircle  the 
throne  of  the  Lamb,  whom  you 
will  find  equally  modeft  in  their 
manners,  and  edifying  in  their 
morals. 

Rut  thefe  great  and  pleafing  ob¬ 
jects  will  be  difgraced  by  the  dif- 
gufting  fight  of  groupes  of  Mendi¬ 
cants,  whom  Rome  improperly 
fupports,  by  bellowing  mifapplied 
charity,  inliead  of  employing  them 
in  ufeful  labours:  thus  it  is  that 


the  thorn  is  feen  with  the  rofe,  and 
vice  too  frequently  by  the  fide  of 
virtue. 

But  if  you  wilh  to  fee  Rome  in 
all  her  fplendour,  endeavour  to  be 
there  by  the  feaft  of  St.  Peter.  The 
illumination  of  the  church  begins 
with  a  gentle  light,  which  you  may 
eafily  miftake  for  the  rebellion 
of  the  fetting  fun  :  it  then  fends 
forth  fome  pieces  of  beautiful  ar¬ 
chitecture,  and  afterwards  finifhes 
with  waving  flames,  which  make 
a  moving  picture,  that  lafts  till 
day-break.  All  this  is  attended 
with  double  fire-works,  the  fplen¬ 
dour  of  which  is  fo  bright,  that 
you  would  think  the  liars  had  fallen 
from  the  heavens,  and  burll  upon 
the  earth. 

I  do  not  mention  to  you  the 
flrange  metamorpholis  which  has 
placed  the  order  of  St.  Francis  even 
in  the  capitol,  and  has  produced  av 
new  Rome  from  the  ruins  of  the 
old;  to  fhew  the  world,  that 
chrillianity  is  truly  the  work  of 
God,  and  that  he  has  fubdued  the 
moll  famous  conquerors  to  eftablifh 
it  in  the  very  centre  of  their 
empire. 

If  the  modern  Romans  do  not 
appear  warlike,  it  is  becaufe  the 
nature  or  principle  of  their  govern¬ 
ment  does  not  infpire  them  with 
valour  :  but  they  have  the  feed  of 
every  virtue,  and  make  as  good 
foidiers  as  any,  when  they  carry 
arms  under  a  foreign  power.  It  is 
certain  that  they  have  a  great  fhare 
of  genius,  a  Angular  aptitude  in 
acquiring  the  fciences;  and  you 
would  imagine  they  were  born 
Harlequins,  fo  exprefiive  are  they 
in  their  gellures,  even  from  their 
infancy. 

You1  will  next  travel  by  the  fa¬ 
mous  Appian  Way,  which  from 
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Us  age  is  become  wretchedly  incon¬ 
venient,  and  you  will  arrive  at 
Naples,  the  Parthenope  of  the  An¬ 
cients,  where  the  allies  of  Virgil 
are  depofited,  and  where  you  will 
fee  a  laurel  growing,  which  could 
not  poffibly  be  better  placed. 

Mount  Vefuvius  on  one  fide,  and 
the  Elyfian  Fields  on  the  other, 
prefent  a  molt  lingular  and  con- 
traded  view;  and  after  being  fa- 
tisfied  with  this  delightful  prolpeft, 
you  will  find  yourielf  furrounded. 
by  a  multitude  of  Neapolitans, 
lively  and  ingenious,  but  too  much 
addiCled  to  pleafure  and  idlenefs, 
to  become  what  they  otherwife 
might  be  capable  of.  Naples 
would  be  a  delightful  place,  if  it 
was  not  for  the  multitude  of  the 
lower  populace,  who  have  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  unhappy  wretches,  or 
banditti,  though  often  without  be¬ 
ing  either  the  one  or  the  other. 

The  churches  are  magnificently 
decorated,  but  their  architecture  is 
in  a  wretched  date,  and  by  no 
means  comparable  to  the  Roman. 
You  will  have  a  lingular  pleafure 
in  traverfing  the  environs  of  this 
town,  which  is  mod  delightful, 
from  its  delicious  fruits,  charming 
views,  aud  fine  fituations.  You 
will  penetrate  into  the  famous  fub- 
terranean  city  of  Herculaneum, 
which  was  fwallowed  up  in  a 
former  age  by  an  eruption  of  Mount 
Vefuvius.  If  the  mountain  hap¬ 
pens  to  be  raging,  you  will  fee 
torrents  of  fire  iiTuing  from  its 
bowels,  and  majedically  over- 
fpreading  the  country.  You  will 
fee  a  collection  of  whatever  has 
been  recovered  out  of  Hercula¬ 
neum,  at  Portici ;  and  the  envi¬ 
rons  of  Puzzuolo,  fung  by  the 
Prince  of  Poets,  will  inipire  you 
with  a  true  paffion  for  poetry. 


You  fhould  walk  with  the  .Eneid 
in  your  hand,  and  compare  the 
cave  of  the  Cumacan  Sybil  and 
Acheron  with  what  Virgil  has  faid 
of  them. 

You  will  return  by  Caferta, 
which  from  its  decorations,  mar¬ 
bles,  extent,  and  aqueduCls  wor¬ 
thy  of  ancient  Rome,  is  the  fined 
place  in  Europe  :  and  you  will 
make  a  vifit  to  Mount  Caffino, 
where  the  fpirit  of  St.  Benedict  has 
fubfided  uninterruptedly,  above  a 
dozen  ages,  in  fpite  of  the  im- 
menfe  riches  of  that  fuperb  mo- 
nadery. 

Florence,  from  whence  the  fine 
arts  have  ifiued,  and  where  their 
mod  magnificent  mader-pieces  are 
depofited,  will  prefent  other  ob¬ 
jects  to  your  view.  There  you 
will  admire  a  city,  which,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  remark  of  a  Portu- 
guefe,  jhould  only  be  Jhenxin  on  Sun¬ 
days,  it  is  fo  handfome,  and  fo 
beautifully  decorated.  "V ou  will 
every  where  trace  the  fplendour 
and  elegance  of  the  family  of  Me¬ 
dici,  infcribed  in  the  annals  of 
Tade  as  the  redorers  of  the  fine 
arts. 

Leghorn  is  a  well  inhabited  fea- 
port,  of  great  advantage  to  Tuf- 
cany.  Pifa  always  has  men  of 
learning,  in  every  fcience,  in  its 
fchools.  Sienna,  remarkable  for 
the  purity  of  its  air  and  language, 
will  intereft  you  in  a  very  fingular 
manner.  Parma,  placed  in  the 
midd  of  fertile  padures,  will  fhew 
you  a  theatre  which  can  contain 
fourteen  tboufand  people, and  where 
every  one  can  hear  what  is  faid, 
though  fpoken  in  a  whifper.  Pla¬ 
centia  will  appear  to  you  worthy 
of  the  name  it  bears,  as  its  delight¬ 
ful  fituatioa  mud  captivate  every 
traveller. 


You 
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You  will  not  forget  Modena,  as 
it  is  the  country  of  the  famous  Mu- 
ratori,  and  a  city  celebrated  for 
the  name  which  it  has  given  to  its 
Sovereigns. 

You  will  find  at  Milan  the!  Se¬ 
cond  church  in  Italy,  for  fize  and 
beauty  :  more  than  a  thoufand 
marble  flatues  decorate  its  outfide, 
and  it  would  be  a  mafler-piece,  if 
it  had  a  proportionable  front.  The 
fociety  of  its  inhabitants  is  quite 
agreeable,  ever  fince  it  was  be- 
lieged  by  the  French.  They  live 
there  as  they  do  in  Paris,  and  every 
thing,  even  to  the  hofpitals  and 
burying-grouads,  prefents  an  air 
of  fplendour.  The  Ambrofian 
Library  mufl  attract  the  literati; 
and  the  Ambrofian  ritual  no  lefs 
engage  the  ecclefiaftic,  who  wifhes 
to  know  the  ufages  of  the  church 
as  well  as  thofe  of  antiquity. 

The  Borromean  Ifles  will  next 
attract  your  curiofity,  from  the  ac¬ 
counts  you  mufl;  have  had  of  them. 
Placed  in  the  middle  of  a  delight¬ 
ful  lake,  they  prefent  to  your  view 
whatever  is  magnificent  or  gay  in 
gardens. 

Genoa  will  appear  to  you  truly 
fuperb  in  its  churches  and  palaces. 
There  you  will  fee  a  port  famous 
for  its  commerce,  and  the  refort  of 
flrangers.  You  will  fee  a  doge 
changed  almoft  as  often  as  the  fu- 
perio's  of  communities,  and  with 
fcarce  any  greater  authority. 

And  laftly  Turin,  the  refidence 
of  a  court  where  the  virtues  have 
long  inhabited,  will  charm  you 
with  the  regularity  of  its  buildings, 
the  beamy  of  its  fquares,  the 
flreigh  nefs  of  its  itreets,  and  the 
fpirit  of  the  people  ;  and  there  you 
will  agreeably  conclude  your  tra¬ 
vels. 

I  have  been  jufl  making  the  tour 


of  Italy  moft  rapidly  and  at  little 
expence,  as  you  fee,  to  invite  you 
to  it  in  reality; — *tis  fufficient  to 
.(ketch  paintings  to  fuch  a  maker  as 
you. 

I  make  no  mention  of  our  morals 
to  you  ;  they  are  not  more  corrupt, 
than  among  other  people,  let  ma¬ 
lice  fay  what  it  will  ;  they  vary 
only  their  (hades*  according  to  the 
difference  of  the  governments. — 
The  Roman  does  not  refemble  the 
Genoefe,  nor  the  Venetian  the 
Neapolitan;  but  you  may  fay  of 
Italy,  as  of  the  whole  world,  that, 
with  fome  little  diftin&ions,  it  is 
here,  as  it  is  there,  a  little  good 
and  a  little  had. 

I  do  not  attempt  to  prejudice  you 
in  favour  of  the  agreeabienefs  of 
the  Italians,  nor  of  their  love  of 
the  arts  and  fclences  :  you  will 
very  foon  perceive  it  when  you 
come  among  them;  you  of  all 
men,  with  whom  one  is  delighted 
to  converfe,  and  to  whom  it  will 
always  be  a  pleafure  to  fay,  that 
one  is  his  moft  humbie  and  moft: 
obedient  fervant. 

I  have  taken  the  opportunity  of 
a  leifure  moment,  to  give  you  fome 
idea  of  my  country;  it  is  only  a 
coarfe  daubing,  which  in  another 
band  would  have  been  a  beautiful 
miniature  :  the  fubjebl  deferves  it, 
but  my  pencil  is  not  fufficiently  de¬ 
licate  for  the  execution. 

Rome ,  12  AW.  1756. 


On  Languages ,  hy  Mr.  de  Voltaire; 
in  a  Letter  to  Signior  Tovafi  Deo- 
dad. 

S  I  R, 

AM  extremely  fenfible  of  the 
honour  you  have  done  me,  by 
fending  me  your  Treatife  on  the 

excel- 
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‘  •  Excellency  of  the  Italian  lanp-ua^e  ; 
it  was  like  fending  to  a  lover  an 
encomium  on  his  miftrefs.*—  How¬ 
ever,  allow  me  to  offer  feme  re¬ 
flections  in  favour  of  the  French 
tongue,  which  you  feem  to  depre¬ 
ciate  a  little  too  much.  —  A  man 
often  takes  the  part  of  his  wife, 
when  fhe  is  not  treated  with  fufti- 
cient  refpecl  by  his  miftrefs. 

I  believe,  fir,  that  no  language 
can  lay  claim  to  perfection ;  we 
may  fay  with  regard  to  them  as 
to  many  other  things,  the  igno¬ 
rant  have  preferibed  laws  to  the 
learned. 

All  languages  have  been  origi¬ 
nally  formed  by  the  uncultivated 
vulgar.  Workmen  have  impofed 
names  on  their  tools. —  Savage 
/Lords ,  as  foon  as  they  affembled, 
contrived  words  to  exprefs  their 

4 

wants  ;  and  after  a  number  of  ages 
were  paffed,  men  of  genius  arote, 
who  made  the  bell  uie  they  could 
of  the  terms  their  rude  ancellors  had 
by  chance  eftabliflied. 

In  my  opinion  there  are  only 
two  languages  exilling  that  have  a 
claim  to  real  harmony,-— the  Greek, 
and  the  Latin.  In  them  alone  we 
find  a  verification  that  cgn  boail 
of  a  genuine  meafure, — a  certain 
Rhythmics ,  a  real  mixture  of  Dadyls 
and  Spondees ,  and  quantity  in  the 
fyllables.* — The  rude  inventors  of 
thofe  two  languages,  had  certain¬ 
ly  more  mufical  heads,  a  j utter  ear, 
and  more  delicate  organs,  than 
others  nations. 

You  have*  you  fay,  fir,  long 
and  fhort  fyllables  in  your  beauti¬ 
ful  Italian  language,  and  "fo  have 
we  in  our  French  ;  but  neither  you 
nor  we,  nor  any  other  nation,  have 
real  Dadlyls  and  Spondees.  Our 
verfes  are  dillinguifhed  by  the 
number,  not  the  quantity  of  fyl* 
Vol,  XX, 


labies.  La  Leila  lingua  L  ofcana  e  la 
jlgLa  primogenlia  ad  Latino.  “  Fhe 
beautiful  1  ulcun  language  is  the 
el  deft  daughter  of  the  Latin/’  En¬ 
joy  your  right  of  feniority,  but  al¬ 
low  your  younger  fillers  fome  lhare 
in  the  fucceihon. 

1  have  always  refpecled  the  Ita¬ 
lians  as  our  maiters;  but  you  will 
acknowledge  that  you  have  formed 
excellent  fcholars.  Almoll  all  the 
European  languages  have  a  mix¬ 
ture  of  beauties  and  faults  which 
balance  e^ch  other.  You  have  not 
the  melodious  and  {lately  termina¬ 
tions  of  the  Span: ih  words,  which 
are  rendered  io  fonorous  by  a  hap¬ 
py  concourfe  of  vowels  and  con  Co¬ 
nan  ts.  los  rios ,  los  hombres,  las  hif- 
tonas ,  los  cojiumbres.  Nor  have 
you  thofe  dipthongs  which  in  cur 
language  produce  fo  harmonious  an 
effedl  ;  —  Iss  Roisi  les  Empereurs ,  les 
exploits ,  les  hiftoires  :  you  reproach 
us  with  Gur  £  mute,  as  a  fiat  dull 
found,  which  expires  on  our  lips, 
but  to  tfUit  e  mute  are  we  princi¬ 
pally  indebted  fot*  the  harmony  of 
our  profe  and  our  vefife.  Empire t 
couronne,  diademe,  jiamme ,  tendrejfe , 
'-uidcire :  all  thefe  terminations 
leave  a  found,  which  dwells  upon 
the  ear  even  after  the  word  is  pro¬ 
nounced,  as  a  harpiichord  echoes 
after  the  finger  is  lifted  off  the 
keys. 

Acknowledge,  fir,  that  the  pro¬ 
digious  variety  of  thofe  termina¬ 
tions  give  our  language  fome  ad¬ 
vantages  over  you:  s ;  the  words  of 
which  end  only  with  the  five  vow¬ 
els,  a ,  e,  i,  o,  u,  and  even  the  Jail 
ol  thefe  we  ought  to  flrike  out,  for 
you  have  not  in  the  whole  compais 
of  your  language,  above  feven  or 
eight  words  that  end  in  u. — There 
remaimthen  only  the  four  founds, 
a,  e*  1)  o ,  for  the  terminations  of 
M  -■  al  2 


/ 


6  2 


ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1777, 


all  Italian  words.  Do  you  fmcere-  ly  fall  into  the  error  of  terminating 
]y  think,  fir,  that  the  ear  of  a  fo-  your  verfes  with  the  canine  letter  r, 
reigner  can  be  pleafed  with  hearing  which  the  Greeks  never  did.* 


the  following  verfes  of  Taffo  ? 


il  Capitano 


CheTgrano  fepolcro  Jiberodi  Chrifto, 
Molto  egli  opro  col  fenno  e  colla  mano. 


Do  you  think  fuch  a  frequent 
repetition  of  the  vowel  o,  can  be 
agreeable  to  any  ear  not  accullomed 
to  it  ?  Compare  with  this  dull  uni¬ 
formity  fo  tirefome  to  a  ftranger  ; 
—compare  with  thofe  dry  heavy 
lines,  the  following  fimple  couplet 
of  Corneille. 


It  is  acknowledged  that  the  La¬ 
tin  tongue  mull  have  long  appeared 
rude  and  barbarous  to  the  Greeks, 
from  the  frequent  repetition  of  ur 
and  un ,  and  the  multitude  of  pro¬ 
per  names  which  terminated  in  us. 
We  have  fueceeded  better  than  you 
in  getting  rid  of  this  uniformity. 
— If  Rome  was  anciently  filled  with 
fenators  and  knights  in  us,  we  at 
prefent  meet  only  with  the  cardi¬ 
nals  and  abbes  in  i. 

You  boaft,  fir,  and  with  great 


Le  deft  in  fe  declare,  et  nous  venons  d’en-  reafon,  of  the  copioufnefs  of  your 


tend  re 

Ce  quit  a  refolu  du  beau-pere  &  du  gen- 
dre. 

You  fee  that  every  word  has  a  dif¬ 
ferent  termination.  Pronounce 
now  thefe  two  verfes  of  Homer, 


E£  8  Sn'lct  'wpafld.  fitt ?h7hv  spicrzv'lt 

A1  fillfllS  "li  OLvfpaiV  KOU  eT/ 0 c  A 


Pronounce  thefe  verfes  before  a 
young  lady,  either  of  Hr  gland  or 
Germany,  who  has  the  Jeafl  deli¬ 
cacy  of  ear,  (he  will  prefer  the 
Greek,  —  fhe  will  tolerate  the 
French,  and  fhe  will  be  a  little 
difguiled  with  the  uniformity  of 
the  Italian  terminations.  5Tis  an 
experiment  I  have  often  tried. 

Your  poets,  who  affified  in  form-  you  reproach  us. 
Ing  your  language,  were  fo  fenfi-  us  a 
ble  of  this  radical  defedt  in  the 
termination  of  the  Italian  words, 
that  they  have  cut  off  the  letters  e 
and  0 ,  in  which  your  infinitives, 
preterites,  and  nominatives,  con- 
flantly  end.  They  fay  amar ’  in- 
ilead  of  dmare ,  noqueron  for  noque- 
rcno ,  la  Jlagion  for  la  Jlagion'e ,  buon 


language,  but  allow  that  we  la¬ 
bour  under  no  fcarcity.  5Tis  true, 
there  is  no  idiom  exifling  which 
paints  ail  the  different  fhades  of 
ideas.  In  this  refpedl,  all  lan¬ 
guages  are  poor;  for  example,  no 
language  can  exprefs,  by  a  fingle 
word,  love  founded  on  eileem,  on 
beauty  alone,  on  fimilarity  of  cha¬ 


racters,  or  on  conftitution  ;  th.e 


cafe  is  the  fame  with  all  the  paf- 
fions,  all  the  qualities  of  our  foul : 
what  we  perceive  moll  diflinctly,  it 
is  often  impoffible  to  exprefs. 

Yet,  fir,  do  not  imagine  that 
in  every  thing  we  are  reduced  to 
the  extreme  indigence  with  which 

You  have  given 
lumns  to 
fhew  your  own  plenty  and  our  po¬ 
verty.  You  fet  on  one  fide  orgoglio , 
alterigia,  fuperbia,  and  on  the  other 
the  tingle  word  orgueil .  But,  fir, 
we  have  orgueil ,  fuperbe ,  hauteur , 
fieri  e ,  morgue ,  elevation,  dedain , 
arrogance,  irfiolence,  gloire,  gloriole , 
prefemtion,  outre  cuidance .  All 


catalogue  of  two  columns 


for  buono ,  malevol  for  tnalevole.  thefe  words  exprefs  different  modes 
You  were  defirous  to  avoid  a  dif-  of  the  fame  pafiion,  in  the  fame 
agreeable  found,  and  you  frequent-  manner  as  your  orgoglio ,  fuperbia , 

*  This  is  a  very  extraordinary  miflake  of  M.  Voltaire's.  The  Greek  dra¬ 
matic  and  lyric  poets  abound  m  fuch  verfes. 

alterigia, 
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alterigia,  are  not  always  precifely 
fyncnimous. 

In  your  inventory  of  our  men¬ 
dicity,  you  reproach  us  with  hav¬ 
ing  only  one  word,  vaillant ,  to 
fignify  valiant.  1  know,  fir,  that 
your  nation  is  very  valiant  when 
it  pleafes  itfelf,  and  when  it  is  the 
pleafure  of  others  ;  Germany  and 
France  have  had  the  happinefs  of 
entertaining  in  their  fervice,  many 
Italian  officers  diltinguifhed  for 
their  bravery  and  military  {kill. 
Uitalico  valor  non  e  ancor  morlo. 
“  The  Italian  valour  is  not  yet  ex- 
tindh” 

But  if  you  have  valente  prode, 
animofo ,  we  have  vaillant,  valeu- 
reux ,  preux,  courageux ,  intrepide , 
hardiy  anirne,  audacieuxy  brave,  Sec. 
Of  that  courage,  that  bravery,  there 
are  many  different  characters,  each 
of  which  has  its  peculiar  epithet. 
We  would  fay  that  our  generals 
are  valiant,  courageous,  brave,  but 
we  would  diflinguifh  that  keen, 
impetuous  courage  of  the  general 
who  carried  fword  in  hand  all  the 
works  of  Port-Mahon,  which  were 
cut  in  the  living  rock  :  from  that 
unfhaken,  deliberate,  and  fkilful 
firmnefs,  with  which  one  of  our 
commanders  preferved  a  whole  gar- 
rifon  from  the  brink  of  ruin,  and 
performed  a  march  of  thirty  leagues 
in  the  face  of  an  hoflile  army, 
compofed  of  thirty  thoufand  fight¬ 
ing  men. 

We  would  exprefs  in  a  flill  dif¬ 
ferent  manner  the  calm  intrepidi¬ 
ty  which  the  connoiffeurs  admire 
in  the  grand  nephew  of  the  hero  of 
the  Valteline ,  when,  after  his  forces 
were  put  to  the  route  by  a  panic 
terror  which  feized  our  allies,  that 
general  perceiving  the  regiment  of 
Diejlach,  and  another  making  head 
againft  a  victorious  army,  tho’  they 


were  already  attacked  by  the  ene¬ 
my’s  cavalry,  and  feverely  gaul- 
ed  by  their  artillery,  fingly  jdined 
thofe  regiments,  praifed  their  va¬ 
lour,  their  courage,  their  firmnefs^ 
their  intrepidity ,  their  rcfoiutic n, 
their  Jieadinefs ,  their  boldnefs ,  their 
Spirit)  their  bravery,  their  heroifm , 
&c.  See,  fir,  hew  many  terms 
inltead  of  one.  Fie  was  afterwards 
daring  enough,  in  defiance  of  the 
victorious  enemy,  to  drawoff  thofe 
two  regiments,  at  a  flow  pace, 
from  the  danger  into  which  their 
gallantry  had  led  them;  and  flill 
had  th e  Jpirit  to  be<fr  the  reproaches 
cf  a  multitude  always  ill-informed* 
Believe  then,  fir,  I  intreat  you, 
that  our  language  has  genius  to 
exprefs,  what  the  defenders  of  our 
country  have  merit  to  perform. 

You  infult  us,  fir,  on  the  word 
ragout,  imagining  that  we  have 
only  that  term  to  exprefs  our  mej- 
Set,  our  difoes,  our  entries ,  our Ser¬ 
vices.  Would  to  heaven  you  were 
in  the  right,  my  health  would  be 
more  robufl ;  but,  unhappily,  we 
have  terms  of  cookery  enough  to 
fill  a  whole  didiionary. 

You  boaft  of  two  expreffions  for 
a  glutton-,  but,  fir,  deign  to  pity 
our  gormandizers,  our  belly-gcds9 
our  good  livers,  our  great  caters,  our 
gluttons. 

You  are  only  acquainted  with 
the  word  learning,  but  we  have 
men  of  learning ,  erudition  and  let¬ 
ters,  enlightened ,  able  and  well  in- 
firufted ;  You  will  find  among  us 
both  the  word  and  the  thing. 

Believe  me,  every  reproach  you 
have  call  upon  us,  is  equally  un¬ 
fair  with  thofe  I  have  mentioned. 
~We  have  no  diminutives.  In  the 
age  of  M  mof.  Rabelais,  and  Mon¬ 
taigne,  we  had  as  many  as  you; 
but  fuch  puerilities  appeared  to  us 
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unworthy  of  a  language  ennobled 
by  the  Pafcals,  the  BoiTuets,  the 
Fenelons,  the  Poliflbns,  the  Cor¬ 
neilles,  the  Boileaus,  the  Mafiil- 
lons,  the  Fontaines,  the  BruyereL 
We  have  left  to  Maror,  Ronfard, 
and  Dubartas,  the  burlefque  dimi¬ 
nutives  in  otte  and  in  ette,  fcarce 
preferving  any  but  fleuretfe ,  amou¬ 
rette ,  fillet te ,  grifiette,  grandelette , 

‘ vieillotte ,  nabotte ,  villotte,  and  even 
thele  we  employ  only  in  the  moil 
familiar  ftile. 

Do  not  imitate  Buon ’  Matthei, 
who  in  his  difcourfe  before  the 
academy  de  la  Cfufica ,  fo  highly 
extols  your  exclufive  advantage  of 
expreffing  a  hamper  and  a.  hand- 
balket,  by  corbello .  and  corbel-lino  ; 
we  have  corbeilles  and  corbeillons . 

You,  fir,  pofTefs  much  more  fo- 
lid  advantages  your  language 
admits  of  inverfion,  and  it  is  ea- 
fier  to  compofe  a  hundred  good 
verfes  in  Italian,  than  ten  in 
French.'  The  reafon  of  that  faci¬ 
lity  is  your  toleration  of  the  hia¬ 
tus,  that  gaping  of  the  Syllables 
which  is  profcribed  among  us,  and 
all  your  words  being  terminated 
by  a t  e,  it  Ot  you  have  at  lead 
twenty  times  our  dock  of  rliiraes  ; 
and  add  to  this,  your  Poets  may 
dilpenfe  with  rhime  altogether. 
You  are  lefs  redriCted  than  we  to 
the  Hemidich  and  Cefura ;  you 
dance  at  liberty  and  we  in  chains. 

But  believe  me,  fir,  you  ought 
not  to  reproach  our  language  with 
rougbnefs  or  want  of  profody, 
nor  with  obfcurity  or  dryoefs.  Your 
own  trandations  of  fome  French 
works  are  fufficient  to  prove  the 
contrary.  Befides,  perufe  what 
has  been  written  by  Meffrs.  d’Oli- 
vet  and  du  Marfais  on  the  me¬ 
thod  of  fpeaking  bur  language 
with  propriety.  Read  Mr.  Du 
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CIos:  obferve  the  force,  clear- 
nefs,  and  energy,  of  Mdlrs.  Di¬ 
derot  and  d’Alembert ;  what  pic- 
turefque  exprefiions  are  often  ufed 
by  Me  firs..  Buffon  Sc  Helvetius,  in 
works  which  do  not  always  ap¬ 
pear  fufceptible  of  the  ornaments 
of  dyle. 

1  ill  all  conclude  this  letter,  which 
is  already  protracted  to  too  great 
a  length,  with  one  reflection. — 
If  languages  were  firfl  formed  by 
the  vulgar,  they  have  been  brought 
to  perfection  by  the  excellent  pro¬ 
ductions  of  men  of  exalted  genius, 
and  the  firft  of  all  languages  is  that 
which  can  (hew  the  fined  compofi- 
tions. 

11  E talcs  moiny  votre  abondance, 

44  Votre  origine  &  vos  honneuis: 

44  II  ne  lied  pas  aux  Grand- Seigneurs 
44  De  fe  vanter  de  leur  naiffanee, 

44  L’ltalie  indmint  la  France  5 
44  Mais  par  un  reproche indiferet, 

44  Nous  ferions  forces,  a  regret, 

44  A  manquerde  reconnaiftance. 

u  Des  longtems  fortis  de  i’enfance, 

44  Nous  avons  quitte  !es  genoux 
44  D’une  nourrice  en  decadence, 

44  Dont  le  lait  n’eft  plus  fait  pour  nous-. 

44  Nous  pourions  devenir  jaioux, 

44  Quand  vous  parlez  notre  lan gage. 

44  Puis  qu’ii  eft  embelli  par  vous, 

44  Ceffez  done  de  lui  faire  outrage* 

Si  L’Cgalite  contente  un  Sage: 

44  Term i non s  .ainiTlc  proces. 

“  Quand  on  eft  egal  aux  Francais, 

44  Ce  n’eft  pas  un  mauvais  partage. 


On  Montefquieu  and  Grotius 

Mr.  Linguet,  Oounfeltor  of  the  Par¬ 
liament  of  Paris,  to  Mr*  De  Vol¬ 
taire. 

S  IR,  Paris,  iqfhFeb.  1 767. 
WILLINGLY  conform  to  a 
very  laudable  cuftom,  which  I 
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fe?  pretty  generally  eflabliffied,  viz. 
that  young  authors  tranfmit  to  you 
a  copy  of  their  works,  and  court 
the.  incur  of  obtaining  a  place  for 
their  produdlions  in  your  library. 

It  is  very  natural,  that  the  fi rft 
fruits  of  a  tree  lhould  be  gathered 
by  the  hand  which  contributed 
molt  ro  fix  its  roots.  The  progrefs 
of  reafon  and  of  taile  among  us,  is 

almolt  entirely  your  v  ork. - 

They  who  have  profited  by  it, 
cannot  diipenfe  from  teltifying 
their  gratitude  to  you*  7'he  pro- 
tecfi  /■)  given  to  literature  by  our 
chancellor^,  is  worth  to  them  a  copy 
of  every  new  publication. — The 
fame  homage  is  due  to  you  by  the 
fame  title. 

Le  Dieu  du  gout,  ce  Dieu  fenllble  &  deli- 
cat, 

Dont  vous  avez  fi  bien  fait  connaitre 
1’  Em  pi  re, 

Vous  a  remis  les  fceaux  do  cet  etat. 

Malgre  les  cris  de  la  fatire 

II  vous  en  a  nomme  le  premier  magiftrat. 

Ce  pofte  la  pour  la  finance, 

Ne  vaut  tant  que  je  crois, 

'Que  la  garde  des  fceaux  de  France. 

Et  ce  n’ell  pas  la  leule  difference 
Qui  difiingue  ces  deux  emplois. 

Chacun  peut  fe  croire  capable 
De  bien  garder  ces  derniers  fceaux. 

Auffi  voit-on  a  ce  poife  honorable. 
Pretendre  a  chaque  infiant  des  concurrens 
nouveaux. 

Mais  ici  le  cas  eft  tout  autre, 

Vous  n’aurez  jamais  de  rivaux 
A/Tez  hardis  pour  demander  le  votre. 

It  is  true  that  you  are  thus  ex- 
pofed  from  time  to  time  to  trou- 
blefome  mefTages,  and  the  perufal 
of  very  dull  performances  ;  but  F 
fuppofe  you  ufe  the  privilege  of 
other  chancellors,  and  take  care 
not  to  read  all  the  petitions  pre- 
fented  to  you,  and  lhould  yo.u  even 
think  yourfelf  in  confcience  ‘oblig¬ 
ed  to  it,  after  all  it  would  be  only 
one  of  the  inconveniences  of  your 


office,  and  you  know  there  is~no 
employment  but  has  its  mortifica¬ 
tions. — Sinecures  are  no  where  to 
be  found  but  in  the  church. 

If  for  my  fake  you  derogate  from 
the  perogatives  of  your  office,  and 
deign  to  calf  a  glance  upon  the 
Theory  of  Civil  Lanvs,  you  will  per¬ 
haps  find  in  it  a  great  many  things 
that  are  new,  but  there  will  be 
likewife  not  a  few  which  you  have 
certainly  thought  of  before  I  have 
read  and  underftood  you  Efficient¬ 
ly  to  be  allured,  that  you  will  not 
blame  (  me  for  having  combated 
the  opinion  of  Mr.  de  Monte- 
fquieu.  J  have  done  jultice  to  his 
great  genius,  while  I  attack  his 
errors.  He  is  a  brilliant  genius 
fu bj c  (St  to  frequent  eclipfes.  I  am 
far  from  faying  of  him  all  I  might 
have  done.  I  have  materials  enough, 
remaining  to  form  a  volume.  I 
fhall  find  a  proper  place  for  them, 
in  the  fequcl  of  my  work,  if  ever 
I  corn  pleat  the  grand  project  I 
have  formed,  to  attack  in  their 
fource,  the  multiplicity  of  laws, 
tribunals,  cuftoms,  &c,  —  to  prove 
that  fimpiicity  and  uniformity  are, 
or  ought  to  be,  the  fprings  of  po¬ 
licy,  and  that  complication  of  every 
kind,  is  the  parent  of  Monfters. 
You  will  perceive  that  in  the  courfe 
of  developing  fuch  principles,  it 
will  be  requ.iilte  frequently  to  re¬ 
fute  Mr,  de  Montefquieu,  and 
that  talk  appears  as  eafy  as  it  is  ne- 
cefiary. 

I  think  with  you,  hr,  that  liter¬ 
ature,  the  arts,  and  every  thing 
that  relates  to  them,  are  inven¬ 
tions  highly  ufeful  for  the  rich  ; 
excellent  refources  for  men  or  lei- 
fure  who  enjoy  fuperfluity.  Thefe 
are  corals  which  amuie  them  in  the 
ilate  of  perpetual  infancy,  in  which 
thev  are  kept  by  their  opulence. 
M  3  Their 


Their  vivacity  evaporates  upon 
the  trifles  with  which  they  amufe 
themfelves.  The  attention  they 
pay  to  them,  prevents  their  mak¬ 
ing  ufe  of  their  flrength  to  more 
cancerous  purpofes.  But  I  believe 
the  cafe  to  be  entirely  different 
with  that  other,  and  infinitely 
more  numerous  portion  of  man¬ 
kind,  who  are  called  the  people. 
Thefe  intelle&ual  corals  become  to 
them  poifoned  Amulets,  which 
fpoil  and  corrupt  them  without  re¬ 
medy.  The  a&ual  ftate  of  focie- 
fy  condemns  them  to  have  only 
hands; — all  is  loft  the  moment 
they  are  put  in  a  condition  of  per¬ 
ceiving  that  they  have  a  foul. 

Could  one  of  thafe  diviflons  of 
mankind  be  fingly  illuminated  : 
were  it  pclfible  to  intercept  all 
the  rays  which  proceed  from  the 
.little  to  the  great,  and  to  cover 
with  everlafting  darknefs  only  that 
of  the  two  which  is  no  longer 
ufeful  than  while  it  is  totally  blind, 
X  would  willingly  applaud  the  la¬ 
bours  of  the  pnilofophers  and  their 
partisans. 

'But  refledf,  fir,  the  fun  cannot 
rife  upon  the  firft,  without  a  twi¬ 
light  extending  to  the  fecond,  how¬ 
ever  diftant  it  may  be  ;  and  this 
clafs,  when  enlightened,  neceffarily 
inclines  to  depreciate,  or  to  mix 
with  the  other.  Hence  it  follows 
that  light  is  fatal  to  both  ;  and 
that  an  obfcurity,  in  which  they 
might  live  quietly,  each  within 
its  refpedive  limits,  is  infinitely 
preferable  to  a  ftate  of  illumina¬ 
tion,  by  which  they  only  learn  re¬ 
ciprocally  to  defpife  or  deleft  one 
another. 

This,  fir,  is  my  fmall  profeffion 

of  literary  faith,  which  I  finall  ever 

maintain  to  -martyrdom  exclu- 

* 

lively. 


1777. 

to  Counfelljor  Linguet,  on 
Montefquieu  TW  Grotius. 

I  BELIEVE  with  you,  fir,  that 
the  Spirit  of  Lanvs  contains  more 
than  one  inadvertency.  Few  peo¬ 
ple  read  attentively  .—It  has  not 
been  obferved  that  almoft  all  Mon- 
tefquieu’s  quotations  are  falfe.  He 
cites  the  pretended  political  tefta- 
ment  of  Cardinal  Richelieu,  and 
makes  him  fay.  Chap.  VI.  Book 
HI.  that  if  there  be  found  among 
the  people,  an  unfortunate  man  of 
virtue,  he  ought  not  to .  be  em¬ 
ployed. — That  teftament,  which 
befides  is  not  worth  being  cited, 
fays  juft  the  contrary  ;  and  that  not 
in  the  fixth,  but  in  the  fourth 
chapter. 

He  makes  Plutarch  affirm,  that 
women  are  incapable  of  real  love. 
He  does  not  confider  that  this  fen- 
timent  is  put  into  the  mouth  of 
one  of  Plutarch’s  Interlocutors,  and 
that  Greek,  too  fantaftic  in  his 
opinions,  is  feverely  reprimanded 
by  Daphneus,  in  favour  of  whom 
Plutarch  decides.  That  dialogue 
is  wholly  confecrated  to  the  ho¬ 
nour  of  their  fex  :  but  Montefquieu 
read  too  fuperficially,  and  judged 
too  haftily. 

From  the  fame  negligence  he 
fays,  that  the  grand  Signior  is  not 
obliged  by  la<vj  to  keep  his  'word.— 
That  all  lo'w  trades  'were  infamous 
in  Greece , —  fhat  he  laments  the 
bhndnefs -of  Francis  7,  'who  rejected 
the  propofal  of  Chrifopher  Columbus 
for  the  difco-very  of  the  Indies. — * 
You  will  remark  that  Columbus 
had  difcovered  America  before 
Francis  I.  was  born. 

The  vivacity  of  his  genius  makes 
him  ailert  in  the  fame  place.  Book 
IV.  Chap.  XIX.  that  the  council  of 
Spain,  ~was  guilty  of  falfe  policy  in 
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prohibiting  the  life  of  gold  in  embroid¬ 
ery  ,  luccy  and  gilding.  Such  a  law, 
fays  he,  would  he  fimilar  to  one  we 
may  fuppofe  paf  in  Hollandy  prohi¬ 
biting  cinamon.  He  does  not  re¬ 
flect  that  the  Spaniards  had  no  ma¬ 
nufactures,  that  they  would  have 
been  obliged  to  buy  their  fluffs 
and  gold  lace  from  other  nations, 
and  that  the  Dutch  could  purchafe 
cinamon  only  at  their  own  mark¬ 
ets,  becaufe  it  grows  no  where  but 
in  their  dominions. 

Almofl  all  the  examples  that  he 
adduces,  are  taken  from  unknown 
nations,  in  the  remotefl  parts  of 
Afia,  upon  the  credit  of  ill-inform¬ 
ed  or  lying  travellers. 

He  affirms  that  there  are  no  na¬ 
vigable  rivers  in  Perfla,  except  the 
Cirus  ;  he  forgets  that  they  have 
the  Euphrates,  the  Oxus,  the 
Araxes,  the  Phrafis,  the  Cirus, 
and  the  Indus  itfelf,  whofe  flream 
has  long  flowed  under  the  laws  of 
the  Kings  of  Perfla.  Chardin,  in 
the  third  volume  of  his  travels, 
aflures  us,  that  the  river  Zende- 
roude,  which  runs  through  Jfpa- 
phan,  is  as  large  as  the  Seine  at 
Paris,  and  that  it  often  drowns 
the  houfes  on  the  quays  of  the 
city.  - 

Unluckily  the  whole  fyftem  of 
the  fpirit  of  laws  is  built  upon  an 
antithefis  which  is  falfe  in  fact. 
He  maintains  that  Monarchies  are 
(Jlablijhed  upon  the  principle  of  ho¬ 
nour  ,  and  Republics  upon  that  of  ‘vir¬ 
tue  ;  and  in  order  to  fupport  that 
pretended  bon  mot,  he  fays,  (Book 
II T.  Ch.  VII.)  the  nature  of  honour 
is  to  require  preferences  y  and  di fine  - 
tions  ;  therefore  honour ,  from  the  na¬ 
ture  of  the  thing,  is  properly  placed 
in  Monarchical  Governments. —  He 
ought  to  refleCt  that  from  the  na¬ 
ture  of  the  thingy  the  Romans,  in 
the  time  of  the  republic,  intrigued 

l 

' 

r  ■ 


for  the  Pra'torfhip,  the  Conful- 
fh ip,  the  Triumph,  Crowns  and 
Statues.  , 

I  have  taken  the  liberty  to  point 
out  feveral  miflakes  in  that  book, 
which,  in  other  refpeCts,  is  an  ad¬ 
mirable  performance.  1  fnall  not 
be  furprifed  if  that  celebrated 
work  appear  to  you  to  contain 
more  epigrammatic  point  than 
found  reafoning ;  and  yet  it 
abounds  with  fo  much  wit  and  ge¬ 
nius,  that  it  will  always  be  pre¬ 
ferred  to  Grotius  and  PufFendorf; 
—  their  misfortune  is  to  be  tire- 
fome  ;  they  are  rather  heavy  than 
grave. 

Grotius,  whom  you  attack  with 
fo  much  juftice,  extorted  from  his 
age  a  reputation  which  he  was  far 
from  deferving.  His  Trcatife  on 
the  Chrifian  Religion  is  not  efleem- 
ed  by  men  of  real  learning.  He 
there  fays,  book  i,  ch.  xxii.  That 
the  general  confagration  is  foretold  in 
Hyfafpes  and  the  Sybilline  Oracles. 
To  their  teftimony  he  adds  thofe 
of  Ovid  and  Lucan.  —  He  quotes 
Lycophron  to  prove  the  Hyftory  of 
Jonas. 

If  you  would  form  a  judgment 
of  the  charaCler  of  Grotius’s  ge¬ 
nius,  read  his  harangue  to  Anne  of 
Aujtria  on  the  fubjeCt  of  her  preg¬ 
nancy.  He  compares  her  to  the 
jhewefs  Anne ,  who  had  children  in. 
her  old  age.  He  fays  that  the 
dolphins,  when  they  friik  upon 
the  water,  announce  an  approach¬ 
ing  calm,  and  for  the  fame  reafon 
the  little  Dauphin  that  leaped  in 
her  womb,  prognofticated  a  cefla- 
tion  of  the  troubles  of  the  king¬ 
dom. 

1  could  quote  you  an  hundred  ex¬ 
amples  of  this  pedantic  eloquence 
in  that  Grotius,  who  has  been  the 
objeCt  of  fo  great  admiration. 
Time  is  requiflte  in  order  to  ap- 
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pretiate  books,  and  fix  tlie  fcale  of 

reputations. 

Be  not  afraid  that  people  of  the 
lower  rank  will  re^d  Puffendorf 
and  Grotios ;  they  are  not  fond 
ef  dull  amufenients.  They  would 
rather  choofe,  if  they  were  capa¬ 
ble,  to  read  fonie  chapters  of  the 
fpirit  of  laws,  which  are  level  to 
eve  y  capacity,  becaufe  they  ;re 
writ  ran  with  great  eafe  and  beauty. 
But  let  us  make  a  diftindlidn  in 
what  you  call  the  people,  between 
the  profeffions  which  require  a  de¬ 
cent  education,  and  thofe  which 
require  only  the  labour  of  the  hands 
and  daily  fatigue.  This  lad  clafs 
is  the  moil  numerous,  and  the  foie 
relaxation  and  pleafureof  its  mem¬ 
bers,  are  to  go  to  high  mafs  and 
the  tavern,  becaufe  there  they  hear 
jin  gin  g  and  ling  them  Gives.  —  But 
for  ar.tifans  of  a  higher  order,  whofe 
profefftons  require  a  conquerable 
degree  of  reflection,  to  perfedl  their 
fade  and  extend  their  knowledge  : 

o  ' 

they  begin  to  apply  them  (elves  to 
reading  all  over  Europe  —  In  Paris 
you  icarce  know  the  Swifs,  but 
from  thofe  of  that  nation  who 
ferve  as  porters  at  noblemen’s  gates, 
or  the  characters  which  Moliere 
has  introduced  fpeaking  an  unin¬ 
telligible  jargon  in  feme  farces  : 
but  the  Parifians  would  be  amaz¬ 
ed,  were  they  to  fee  the  manufac¬ 
turers  in  aim  oil  every  town  in  Swif- 
ferland,  efpecially  in  Geneva,  de¬ 
voting  to  ftudy  the  time  which 
cannot  be 1  confecrated  to  labour. 
No,  fir,  al!  is  not  loll,  the  mo¬ 
ment  the  people  are  put  into  a  condi¬ 
tion  of  perceiving  that  they  have  a 
Jon I.  On  the  contrary,  all  is  loll 
when  they  are  treated  like  a  herd 
of  bulls  ;  for  fooner  or  later,  they 
butt  yon  with  their  horns,  Do  you 
believe  that  the  people  read  and  rea- 
lonedin  the  time  of  the  wars  between 


the  red  and  white  rofe  in  England  ? 
in  that  which  brought  Charles  I. 
to  the  Scaffold  ;  in  the  horrors  of 
the  Arm  ami  an  and  Bourguignons ,  or 
even  in  thofe  of  the  League  ?  The 
people,  ignorant  and  ferocious, 
were  fpirited  on  by  a  few  fanatic 
dodlprs,  who  cried  out,  kill  all  In 
the  name  of  the  Lord.  I  would 
defy  Cromwell  now  to  turn  Eng¬ 
land  uplide  down  by  his  jargon  of 
an  Finer gumen ;  John  of  Leyden  to 
make  himfelf  king  of  Munfter  ; 
and  Cardinal  de  Retz  to  form  the 
barricades  at  Paris.  To  conclude, 
fiy,  you  ought  not  to  prohibit  men. 
from  reading  ■ — you  would  lofe  too 
much  by  it. 


Religious  Perfecution  ;  a  Fragment 
of  the  Book  of  Gened  s,  lately  dij~ 
covered  by  an  eminent  Philojo- 
pher. 

i  A  ND  Abraham  was  fitting 
Jt  Ik  at  the  door  of  his  tent, 
under  the  fha-de  of  his  fig-tree. 

2  And  it  came  to  pafs  that  a 
man,  ftricken  with  years,  bearing 
a  daft  in  his  hand,  journeyed  that 
way.  And  it  was  noon-day. 

3  And  Abraham  Did  unto  the 
ftranger,  Pafs  not  by,  I  pray  thee  ; 
but  come  in  and  wafli  thy  feet,  and 
tarry  here  until  the  evening  ;  for 
thou  art  ftricken  with  years,  and 
the  heat  overcometh  thee. 

4  And  the  ftranger  left  his  faff 
at  the  door,  and  entered  into  the 
tent  of  Abraham. 

5  And  he  repofed  himfelf ;  and 
Abraham  fet  before  him  bread, 
with  cakes  of  fine  meal  baked  upon 
the  hearth  : 

6  And  Abraham  bleffed  the 
bread,  giving  God  thanks:  But  the 
ftranger  did  eat  and  refused  to  pray 
unto  the  moll  High  ;  faying,  thy 
Lord  is  not  the  Gud  of  tpy  fathers. 

y  And 
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y  And  Abraham  was  exceeding 
wroth  ;  and  he  called  his  fervants, 
and  they  beat  the  firanger,  and 
drove  him  into  the  wildernefs. 

-  8  Now  in  the  evening  Abraham 

lifted  up  his  voice  and  prayed  unto 
the  Lord  :  and  the  Lord  faid,  Abra¬ 
ham,  where  is  the  ftranger  that  lo- 
journed  this  day  with  thee? 

g  And  Abraham  anfwered  and 
faid.  Behold,  O  Lord  !  he  eat  of 
thy  bread,  and  would  not  give  thee 
thanks;  therefore  did  I  chaftife 
him,  and  drive  him  from  my  pre¬ 
fence  it;to  the  wildernefs. 

10  And  the  Lord  faid  unto  Abra¬ 
ham,  Thou  hall  done  evil  in  my 
fight. 

1  1  Have  I  not  born  with  thy 
trar.fg  re  Hons  thefe  fouricore  and  ten 
years ;  and  couldil  not  thou  bear 
for  one  day  with  the  infirmities  of 
thy  brother ? 

12  Arife,  and  follow  the  ftrang¬ 
er  ;  and  carry  wiih  thee  o.l  and 
wine;  and  anoint  his  bruues,  ana 
fpeak  kindly  unto  him. 

1  3  For  I  the  Lord  thy  God,  am 
a  jealous  God,  and  judgment  be- 
longeth  alone  unto  me. 

14  And  Abraham  arofe  ;  and 
he  put  on  fackcloth  and  allies,  and 
went  out  into  the  wildernefs,  to  do 
as  the  Lord  had  commanded  him. 


Of  Sympathy.  — From  Dr.  Beattie*; 

Ef  ay  on  Mufc  and  Poetry. 

AS  a  great  part  of  the  pleafure 
we  derive  from  poetry  de¬ 
pends  on  our  fym pathetic  feelings, 
the  philofophy  of  fympathy  ought 
always  to  form  a  part  ol  the  fcience 
of  criticilm.  On  this  fubject, 
therefore,  1  beg  leave  to  fuhjoin  a 
few'  brief  remarks,  that  may  pof- 
ftbly  throw  light  on  lome  ol  the 


foregoing,  as  well  as  fubfequent 

reaioninys. 

Whet/we  confider  the  condition 
of  another  perfon,  efpecially  if  it 
feem  to  be  pleafurable  or  painful, 
w'e  are  apt  to  fancy  ourfelves  in  the 
fame  condition,  and  to  feel  in  fome 
degree  the  pain  or  pleafure  that  we 
think  we  fhould  feel  if  we  u'ere 
really  in  that  condition.  Hence 
the  good  of  others  becomes  in  fome 
meafure  our  good,  and  their  evil 
our  evil  ;  the  obvious  effedt  of 
which  is,  to  bind  men  moreclofely 
together  in  fociety,  and  prompt 
them  to  promote  the  good,  and  re¬ 
lieve  the  diftreftes,  of  one  another, 
Sympathy  with  diftrefs  is  called 
compaffion  or  pity:  fympathy  with 
happinefs  has  no  particular  name  ; 
but,  w'hen  exprefied  in  words  to 
the  happy  perfon,  is  termed  con¬ 
gratulation. 

We  fympathife,  in  fome  degree, 
even  with  things  inanimate.  To 
lofe  a  Half  we  have  long  worn,  to 
fee  in  ruins  a  houfe  in  which  we 
have  long  lived,  may  affedt  us 
with  a  momentary  concern,  though 
in  point  of  value  the  lofs  be  no¬ 
thing.  With  the  dead  we  fympa¬ 
thife,  and  even  with  thofe  circum- 
ftances  of  their  condition  whereof 
we  know  that  they  are  utterly  in- 
fenfible;  fuch  as,  their  being  fhut 
up  in  a  cold  and  foiitary  grave, 
excluded  from  the  light  of  the  fun, 
and  from  all  the  pleafures  of  life, 
and  liable  in  a  few  years  to  be  for¬ 
gotten  for  ever.- — Towards  the 
brute  creation  our  fympathy  is,  and 
ought  to  be,  ftrong,  they  being 
percipient  creatures  like  ourfelves. 

A  merciful  man  is  merciful  to 
his  beaft  ;  and  that  perfon  would 
be  deemed  melancholy  or  hard¬ 
hearted,  who  fhould  fee  the  frifk- 
ing  lamb,  or  hear  the  chearful  fong 
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of  the  lark,  or  obferve  the  tranf- 
port  of  the  dog  when  he  finds  the 
mafter  he  had  loft,  without  any 
participation  of  their  joy.  There 
are  few  paffages  of  defcriptive  poe¬ 
try  into  which  we  enter  with  a 
more  hearty  fellow-feeling,  than 
where  Virgil  and  Lucretius  paint 
fo  admirably,  the  one  the  forrow 
of  a  fteer  for  the  lofs  of  his  fellow, 
the  other  the  affliction  of  a  cow 
deprived  of  her  calf. — But  our  fym- 
pathy  exerts  itfelf  moft  powerfully 
towards  our  fellow-men :  and, 
other  eircumftances  being  equal,  is 
llronger  or  weaker,  according  as 
'hey  are  more  or  lefs  nearly  con¬ 
nected  with  us-,  and  their  condition 
more  or  lefs  fimilar  to  our  own. 

We  often  fympathife  with  one 
another,  when  the  perfon  princi¬ 
pally  concerned  has  little  fenfe  of 
either  good  or  evil.  We  blufh  for 
another’s  ill-breeding,  even  when 
we  know  that  he  himfelf  is  not 
aware  of  it.  We  pity  a  madman, 
though  we  believe  him  to  be  happy 
in  his  phrenfy.  We  tremble  for  a 
mafon  handing  on  a  high  fcaf- 
fold,  though  we  know  that  cuftotn 
has  made  it  quite  familiar  to  him. 
It  gives  us  pain  to  fee  another  on 
the  brink  of  a  precipice,  though 
we  be  fecure  ourfelves,  and  have 
no  doubt  of  his  circumfpeftion. 
In  thefe  cafes,  it  would  feem,  that 
our  fy mpathy  is  railed,  not  fo 
much  by  our  reflecting  on  what 
others  really  feel,  as  by  a  lively 
conception  of  what  they  would  feel 
if  their  nature  were  exactly  fuch  as 
ours;  or  of  what  we  ourfelves 
fhould  feel,  if  we  were  in  their 
condition,  with  the  fame  fenti- 
ments  we  have  at  prefent. 

Many  of  our  paffions  may  be 
communicated  and  itrengthened  by 
fy  mpathy.  if  we  go  into  a  chear- 
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ful  company,  we  become  chearful ; 
if  into  a  mournful  one,  we  become 
lad.  The  prefer.ceofa  great  mul¬ 
titude  engaged  in  devotion,  tends 
to  make  us  devout.  Cowards  have 
behaved  valiantly,  when  all  their 
companions  were  valiant;  and  the 
timidity  of  a  few  has  ftruck  a  panic 
into  a  whole  army, — We  are  not, 
however,  much  inclined  to  fympa¬ 
thife  with  violent  'anger,  jealoufy, 
envy,  malevolence,  and  other  fan- 
guinary  or  unnatural  paffions  :  we 
rather  take  part  againft  them,  and 
fympathife  with  thofe  perfons  who 
are  in  danger  from  them;  becaufe 
we  can  moreeafily  enter  into  their 
diftrefs,  and  fuppofe  ourfelves  in 
their  condition.  But  indignation 
at  vice,  particularly  at  ingratitude, 
cruelty,  treachery,  and  the  like, 
when  we  are  well  acquainted  with 
the  cafe,  awakens  in  us  a  moft  in- 
tenfe  fellow-feeling :  and  the  fatif- 
faftion  we  are  confcious  of,  when 
fuch  crimes  are  adequately  punifh- 
ed,  though  fomewhat  ftern  and 
gloomy,  is  however  fmcere,  and 
by  no  means  difhonourable  or  de¬ 
trimental  to  our  moral  nature  ;  nor 
at  all  inconflftent  with  that  pity, 
which  the  fufferings  of  the  crimi¬ 
nal  extort  from  us,  when  we  are 
made  to  conceive  them  in  a  lively 
manner. 

Of  fymphathy  all  men  are  not 
equally  fufceptible.  They  who 
have  a  lively  imagination,  keen 
feelings,  and  what  we  call  a  ten¬ 
der  heart,  are  moft  fubjedL  to  it. 
Habits  of  attention,  the  ftudy  of 
the  works  of  nature,  and  of  the  beft 
performances  in  art,  experience  of 
adverfity,  the  love  of  virtue  and  of 
mankind,  tend  greatly  to  cherifh 
it ;  and  thofe  paffions  whereof  felf 
is  the  object,  as  pride,  felf- conceit, 
the  love  of  money,  fenfuaiity,  en- 
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vy,  vanity,  have  a  tendency  no 
lefs  powerful  to  dellroy  it.  No¬ 
thing  renders  a  man  more  amiable, 
or  more  ufeful,  than  a  difpofition 
to  rejoice  with  them  that  rejoice, 
and  to  weep  with  thofe  that  weep  ; 
to  enter  heartily,  not  officioufly, 
into  the  concerns  of  his  fellow- 
creatures ;  to  comply,  with  the  in¬ 
nocent  humour  of  his  company, 
more  attentive  to  them  than  to 
himfelf,  and  to  avoid  every  occa- 
fion  of  giving  pain  or  offence.  And 
nothing  but  downright  immorality 
is  more  dilagreeable,  than  that 
perfon  is,  who  affeds  bluntnefs  of 
manner,  and  would  be  thought  at 
all  times  to  fpeak  all  that  he  thinks, 
whether  people  take  it  well  or  ill  ; 
or  than  thofe  pedants  are,  of  what¬ 
ever  profeifion,  (for  we  have  them 
of  all  profeilions),  who,  without 
minding  others,  or  entering  into 
their  views  of  things,  are  conti¬ 
nually  obtruding  themfelves  upon 
the  converfation,  and  their  own 
concerns,  and  the  fentiments  and 
language  peculiar  to  their  own 
trades  and  fraternities.  This  be¬ 
haviour,  though  under  the  name  of 
plain-dealing  it  may  arrogate  a  fu- 
periority  to  artificial  rules,  is  ge¬ 
nerally  the  effed  of  pride,  igno¬ 
rance,  or  ftupidity,  or  rather  of 
all  the  three  in  conjunction.  A 
modeft  man,  who  fympathetically 
attends  to  the  condition  and  fenti¬ 
ments  of  others,  will  of  his  own 
accord  make  thofe  allowances  in 
their  favour,  which  he  wifhes  to  be 
made  in  his  own;  and  will  think 
it  as  much  his  duty  to  promote 
their  happinefs,  as  he  thinks  it 
theirs  to  promote  his.  And  fuch  a 
man  is  well  principled  in  equity, 
as  well  as  in  good-breeding  :  and 
though,  from  an  impeded  know¬ 
ledge  of  forms,  or  from  his  having 


had  but  few  opportunities  to  put 
them  in  pradice,  his  manner  may 
not  be  fo  graceful,  or  lb  eafy, 
as  could  be  wifhed,  he  will  never 
give  offence  to  any  perfon  of  pe¬ 
netration  and  good  nature. 

With  feelings  which  we  do  not 
approve,  or  have  not  experienced, 
we  are  not  apt  to  fympathife.  The 
diftrefs  of  the  mifer  when  his  hoard 
is  Itolen,  of  the  fop  when  he  foils 
his  fine  jubilee  cloaths,  of  the 
vaunting  coxcomb  when  his  lies 
are  deteded,  of  the  unnatural  pa¬ 
rent  when  his  daughter  efcapes 
with  a  deferving  lover,  is  more 
likely  to  move  laughter  than  com¬ 
panion.  At  Sparta,  every  father 
had  the  privilege  of  correding  any 
child  ;  he  who  had  experience  of 
paternal  tendernefs  being  fuppofed 
incapable  of  wounding  a  parent’s 
lenlibility  by  unjuft  qr  rigorous 
chaftifement.  When  the  cardinal 
of  Milan  would  expoftulate  with, 
the  Lady  Conftance  upon  her  vio¬ 
lent  forrovv  for  the  lofs  of  her  child. 
Hie  anfvvers,  but  without  deigning 
to  addrefs  her  anfwer  to  one  who 
Ihe  knew  could  be  no  competent 
judge  of  her  cafe,  “  He  fpeaks  to 

me  who  never  had  a  fon.”- - -The 

Greeks  and  Romans. were  as  emi¬ 
nent  for  public  fpirit,  and  for  pa¬ 
rental  aftedion,  as  we;  but,  for  a 
reafon  elfewhere  affigned,  knew 
little  of  that  romantic  love  between 
unmarried  perfons,  which  modern 
manners  and  novels  have  a  ten¬ 
dency  to  infpire.  Accordingly  the 
diftrefs  in  their  tragedies  often 
arofe  from  patriotifm,  and  from 
the  conjugal  and  filial  charities, 
but  not  from  the  romantic  paftion 
whereof  we  now  fpeak.  But  there 
are  few  Englifh  tragedies,  and  flill 
fewer  French,  wherein  fome  love- 
affair  is  not  conneded  with  the 

plot, 
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plot.  This  always  raifes  oor  fym- 
pathy  ;  but  would  not  have  been 
fo  intereking  to  the  Greeks  or  Ro¬ 
mans,  becaufe  they  were  not  much 
acquainted  with  the  refinements  of 
this  palhon. 

Sympathy,  as  the  means  of  con¬ 
veying  certain  feelings  from  one 
break  to  another,  might  be  made 
a  powerful  inkrument  of  moral  dif- 
cipline,  if  poets,  and  other  wri¬ 
ters  of  fable,  were  careful  to  call 
forth  our  fen  Ability  towards  thofe 
emotions  only  that  favour  virtue, 
and  invigorate  the  human  mind. 
Fictions;  that  breathe  the  fpirit  of 
patriotifm  or  valour  ;  that  make 
os  fympathife  with  the  parental, 
conjugal,  or  filial  charities  5  that 
recommend  misfortune  to  our  pity, 
or  expole  crimes  fo  our  abhorrence, 
may  certainly  be  ufeful  in  a  moral 
view,  by  cherifhing  paffions,  that, 
while  they  improve  the  heart,  can 
hardly  be  indulged  to  excefs.  But 
thofe  dreadful  tales,  that  only  give 
anguifh  to  the  reader,  can  never 
do  any  good  :  they  fatigue,  ener¬ 
vate,  and  overwhelm  the  foul  :  and 
when  the  calamities  thev  defcribe 
are  made  to  fall  upon  the  innocent, 
our  moral  principles  are  in  feme 
danger  of  a  temporary  deprava¬ 
tion  from  the  perufal,  whatever  re- 
femblance  the  fable  may  be  fup- 
pofed  to  bear  to  the' events  of  real 
life.  Some  late  authors  of  fidion 
feem  to  have  thought  it  incumbent 
upon  them,  not  only  to  touch  the 
heart,  but  to  tear  it  in  pieces. 
They  heap  “  misfortune  on  mif- 
fortune,  grief  on  grief,”  without 
end,  and  without  mercy  :  which 
difeompofes  the  leader  too  much  to 
give  him  either  pleafure  or  im¬ 
provement  ;  and  is  contrary  to  the 
practice  of  the  wiier  ancients, 
whole  moll  pathetic  feenes  were 
generally  ftiort. 


I5-  is  faid,  that  at  the  Ark  repre¬ 
fen, ration  of  the  Furies  of  Efchylus, 
the  horror  of  the  fpedacle  was  fo 
great,  that  feveral  women  nrif- 
carried  ;  which  was  indeed  pathos 
with  a  vengeance.  But  though  the 
truth  of  that  kory  fhould  be  quel- 
tioned,  it  admits  of  no  doubt,  that 
objects  of  grief  and  horror  too 
much  enlarged  on  by  the  poet  or 
novelift  may  do  more  harm  than 
good,  and  give  more  pain  than 
pleafure,  to  the  mind  of  the  reader. 
Surely  this  muk  be  contrary  to  the 
effential  rules  of  art,  whether  we 
eonfider  poetry  as  intended  to  ple'afe 
that  it  may  inkrud,  or  to  inkrud 
that  it  may  the  more  effedually 
pleafe.  And  fuppofing  the  real 
evils  of  life  to  be  as  various  and 
important  as  is  commonly  believed, 
we  muk  be  thought  to  con  fult  our 
own  interek  very  ablurdly,  if  we 
feek  to  torment  ourfelvcs  with  ima¬ 
ginary  misfortune.  Horace  ink- 
nuates,  that  the  ancient  Satyric 
Drama  (a  fort  of  burlefque  tragi¬ 
comedy)  was  contrived  for  the  en¬ 
tertainment  of  the  more  diforderly 
part  of  the  audience  ;  and  our  cri¬ 
tics  afiure  us,  that  the  modern 
farce  is  addreffed  to  the  upper  gal¬ 
lery,  where,  it  is  fuppofea,  there 
is  no  great  relifh  for  the  fublime 
graces  of  the  Tragic  Mufe.  Yet 
I  believe  thefe  little  pieces,  if  con¬ 
fident  with  decency,  will  be  found 
neither  unpleafant  nor  unprofitable 
even  to  the  mok  learned  fpedator. 
A  man,  especially  if  advanced  in 
years,  would  not  chufe  to  go  home 
with  that  gloom  upon  his  mind 
which  an  affeding  tragedy  is  in¬ 
tended  to  diffufe:  and  if  the  play 
has  conveyed  any  found  inkrudion, 
there  is  no  rifk  of  its  being;  difii- 

4  O 

pated  by  a  little  innocent  mirth. 

Upon  the  fame  principle,  I  con- 
feis,  that  I  am  not  offended  with 

thofe 
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thofe  comic  frenes  wherewith  our 
great  dramatic  poet  has  occaiional- 
1  y  thought  proper  to  diversify  his 
tragedies.  Such  a  licence  will  at 
lead,  be  allowed  to  be  more  pardon¬ 
able  in  him,  than  it  would  be  in 
other  tragic  poets.  They  muft 
make  their  way  to  the  heart,  as  an 
army  does  to  a  llrong  fortification, 
by  flow  and  regular  approaches  ; 
becaufe  they  cannot,  like  Shake- 
*  fpeare,  take  it  at  once,  and  by 
ftorm.  In  their  pieces,  therefore, 
a  mixture  of  comedy  might  have 
as  bad  an  effect,  as  if  befiegers 
were  to  retire  from  the  out- works 
they  had  gained,  and  leave  the 
enemy  at  leifure  to  fortify  them  a 
fecond  time.  <  But  Shakefpeare  pe¬ 
netrates  the  heart  by  a  Angle  effort, 
and  can  make  us  as  fad  in  the  pre- 
fent  feene,  as  if  we  had  not  been 
merry  in  the  former.  With  fuch 
powers  as  he  poffeffed  in  the  pa¬ 
thetic,  if  he  had  made  his  trage¬ 
dies  uniformly  mournful  or  terrible 
from  beginning  to  end,  no  perfon 
of  fenfibility  would  have  been  able 
to  fupport  the  reprefentation.  —  As 
to  the  probability  of  thefe  mixed 
compofitions,  it  admits  of  no  doubt. 
Nature  every  where  prefents  a  fimi- 
lar  mixture  of  tragedy  and  comedy, 
of  joy,  and  forrow,  of  daughter  and 
folemnity,  in  the  common  affairs 
of  life.  The  fervants  of  a  court 
know  little  of  what  paffes  among 
princes  and  ftatelmen,  and  may 
therefore,  like  the  porter  in  Mac¬ 
beth,  be  very  jocular  when  their 
fuperiors  are  in  deep  diltrefs.  The 
death  of  a  favourite  child  is  a  great 
afflidlion  to  parents  and  friends  ; 
but  the  rnan  who  digs  the  grave 
may,  like  goodman  Delver  in 
Hamlet,  be  very  chearful  while  he 
is  going  about  his  work.  A  con- 
fpiracy  may  be'dangerous  j  but  the 
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conflable  who  apprehends  the  trai¬ 
tors  may,  like  Dogberry,  be  a  lu¬ 
dicrous  character,  and  his  very  ab- 
furdi ties  may  be.  inflrumental  in 
bringing  the  plot  to  light,  as  well 
as  in  delaying  orhaftening  forward 
the  difeovery. — I  grant,  that  com¬ 
pofitions,  like  thofe  I  would  now 
apologize  for,  cannot  properly  be 
called  either  tragedies  or  comedies : 
but  the  name  is  of  no  confequence  ; 
let  them  be  called  Plays  ;  and  if  in 
them  nature  is  imitated  in  fuch  a 
way  as  to  give  pleafure  and  inftruc- 
tion,  they  are  as  well  entitled  to 
the  denomination  of  Dramatic 
Poems ,  as  any  thing  in  Sophocles, 
Racine,  or  Voltaire. — — But  to  re-' 
turn  : 

Love  is  another  tc  tyrant  of  the 
throbbing  bread,”  of  whom  they 
who  wifli  to  fee  the  ftage  tranf- 
formed  into  afehool  of  virtue,  com¬ 
plain,  that  his  influence  in  the  mo¬ 
dern  drama  is  too  defpotical.  Love, 
kept  within  due  bounds,  is  no 
doubt,  as  the  long  lays,  “  a  gen¬ 
tle  and  a  generous  paflion  but 
no  other  paflion  has  fo  firong  a  ten¬ 
dency  to  tranfgrefs  the  due  bounds: 
and  the  frequent  contemplation  of 
its  various  ardours  and  agonies,  as 
exhibited  in  plays  and-  novels,  can 
fcarce  fail  to  enervate  the  mind, 
and  to  raife  emotions  and  fyrnpa- 
thies  unfriendly  to  innocence.  And 
certain  it  is,  that  fables  in  which, 
there  is  neither  love  nor  gallantry, 
may  be  made  highly  interefling 
even  to  the  fancy  and  affe&ions  of 
a  modern  reader.  This  appears, 
not  only  from  the  writings  of 
Shakefpeare,  and  other  great  au¬ 
thors,  but  from  the  Pilgrim's  Pro- 
grefs  of  Banyan,  and  the  hiflory  of 
Robinfon  Crufoe:  than  which  laft, 
there  is  not  perhaps  in  any  lan¬ 
guage  a  more  interefling  narrative: 

or 
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or  a  tale  better  contrived  for  cotv.  - 
municating  to  the  reader  a  lively 
idea  of  the  importance  of  the  me¬ 
chanic  arts,  of  the  fweets  of  focial 
life,  and  of  the  dignity  of  inde¬ 
pendence, 

'11 


On  the  Utility  of  Clafjical  Learning  ; 
by  the  fame. 

TH  E  mental  falculties  of  chil¬ 
dren  Hand  as  much  in  need 
of  improvement,  and  confequently 
of  exercife,  as  their  bodily  powers. 
Nor  is  it  of  fmall  importance  to 
devife  fome  mode  of  difcipline  for 
fixing  their  attention.  When  this 
is  not  done,  they  become  thought- 
lefs  and  diftipated  to  a  degree  that 
often  unfits  them  for  the  bufinefsof 
life. 

The  Greeks  and  Romans  had  a 
juft  fenfe  of  the  value  of  this  part 
of  education.  The  youth  of  Sparta, 
when  their  more  violent  exercifes 
were  over,  employed  themfelves  in 
works  of  ftratagem;  which  in  a 
ftate,  where  wealth  and  avarice 
were  unknown,  could  hardly  be 
carried  to  any  criminal  excefs. 
When  they  met  together  for  con- 
verfation,  their  minds  were  conti¬ 
nually  exerted  in  judging  of  the 
morality  of  adions,  and  the  expe¬ 
diency  of  public  meafures  of  go¬ 
vernment;  or  in  bearing  with 
temper,  and  retorting  with  fpirit, 
the  farcafms  of  good-natured  rail¬ 
lery.  They  were  obliged  to  ex- 
prefs themfelves,  without hefitation, 
in  the  fevvcft  and  plaineft  words 
poffiible.  Thefe  inftitutions  muft 
have  made  them  thoughtful  and 
attentive,  and  obfervant  both  of 
men  and  things.  And  according¬ 
ly,  their  good  fenfe  and  penetra¬ 
tion,  and  their  nervous  and  fen- 


tentious  ftyle,  were  no  lefs  the  ad¬ 
miration  of  Greece,  than  their  fo- 
briety,  patriotifm,  and  invincible 
courage.  For  the  talent  of  faying 
what  we  call  good  things  they  were 
eminent  among  all  the  nations  of 
antiquity.  As  they  never  piqued 
themfelves  on  their  rhetorical 
powers,  it  was  prudent  to  accuftom 
the  youth  to  filence  and  few  words. 
It  made  them  modeft  and  thought¬ 
ful.  With  us  veiy  fprighdy  chil- 
dren  fbmetimes  become  very  dull 
men.  For  we  are  apt  to  reckon 
thofe  children  the  fprightlieft,  who 
talk  the  moil :  and  as  it  is  not 
eafy  for  them  to  think  and  talk  at 
the  fame  time,  the  natural  effed  of 
their  too  much  fpeaking  is  too  lit¬ 
tle  thinking. - At  Athens,  the 

youth  were  made  to  ftudy  their  own 
language  with  accuracy  both  in  the 
pronunciation  and  compofition  ; 
and  the  meaneft  of  the  people  va¬ 
lued  themfelves  upon  their  attain¬ 
ments  in  this  way.  Their  orators 
muft  have  had  a  very  difficult  part 
to  ad,  when  by  the  flighted  im¬ 
propriety*  they  ran  the  hazard  of 
difgufting  the  whole  audience :  and 
we  Hr  all  not  wonder  at  the  extraor¬ 
dinary  effeds  produced  by  the 
harangues  of  Demofthenes,  or  the 
extraordinary  care,  wherewith  thofe 
harangues  were  compofed,  when 
we  recoiled,  that  the  minuted 
beauty  in  his  performance  muft: 
have  been  perceived  and  felt  by 
every  one  of  his  hearers.  It  has 
been  matter  of  furprife  to  fome, 
that  Cicero,  who  had  fo  true  a  re- 
lilh  for  the  fevere  fimplicity  of  the 
Athenian  orator,  fhould  himfelf 
in  his  orations  have  adopted  a  ftyle 
fo  diffufe  and  declamatory.  But 
Cicero  knew  what  he  did.  He 
had  a  people  to  deal  with,  who, 
compared  with  the  Athenians, 

*  might 
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might  be  called  illiterate  ;  and  to 
whom  Demodhenes  would  have 
appeared  as  cold  and  uninterelling, 
as  Cicero  would  have  Teemed  pom¬ 
pous  and  inflated  to  the  people  of 
Athens.  In  every  part  of  learn¬ 
ing  the  Athenians  were  dudious  to 
excel.  Rhetoric  in  all  its  branches 
was  to  them  an  object  of  principal 
confideration.  From  the  dory  of 
Socrates  we  may  learn,  that  the 
literary  fpirit  was  keener  at  Athens, 
even  in  that  corrupted  age,  than 
at  any  period  in  any  other  country. 
If  a  perfon  of  mean  condition, 
and  of  the  lowed  fortune,  with  the 
talents  and  temper  of  Socrates, 
were  now  to  appear,  inculcating 
virtue,  diduading  from  vice,  and 
recommending  a  right  ufe  of  rea- 
fon,  not  with  the  grimace  of  an 
enthudaft,  or  the  rant  cf  a  de¬ 
claimed  but  with  good  humour, 
plain  language,  and  found  argu¬ 
ment,  we  cannot  fuppofe,  that  the 
youth  of  high  rank  would  pay  him 
much  attention  in  any  part  of  Eu¬ 
rope.  As  a  juggler,  gambler,  or 
atheift,  he  might  perhaps  attract 
their  notice,  and  have  the  honour 
to  do  no  little  mifchief  in  fome  of 
our  clubs  of  young  worthies ;  but 
from  virtue  and  modedy,  clothed 
in  fags,  I  fear  they  would  not  wil¬ 
lingly  receive  improvement. - 

The  education  of  the  Romans, 
from  the  time  they  began  to  afpire 
to  a  literary  charafter,  was  fimilar 
to  that  of  the  Athenians.  The 
children  were  taught  to  fpeak  their 
own  language  with  purity,  and 
made  to  ftudy  and  tranflate  the 
Greek  authors.  The  laws  of  the 
twelve  tables  they  committed  to 
memory.  And  as  the  talent  of 
public  fpeaking  was  not  only  orna¬ 
mental,  but  even  a  neceffary  qua¬ 
lification,  to  every  man  who  wifhed 


to  difti  nguifh  himfelf  in  a  civil  or 
military  capacity,  all  the  youth 
were  ambitious  to  acquire  it.  The 
ftudy  of  the  law  was  alfo  a  matter 
of  general  concern.  Even  the  chil¬ 
dren  ufed  in  their  diverfions  to 
imitate  the  procedure  of  public 
trials ;  one  accufing,  and  another 
defending,  the  fuppofed  criminal  : 
and  the  youth,  and  many  of  the 
moft  refpeftable  datefmen,  through 
the  whole  of  their  lives,  allotted 
part  of  their  leifure  to  the  exercife 
of  declaiming  on  fuch  topics  as 
might  come  to  be  debated  in  the 
forum,  in  the  fenate,  or  before 
the  judges.  Their  doineftic  difci- 
pline  was  very  drift.  Some  anci¬ 
ent  matron,  of  approved  virtue, 
was  appointed  to  fuperintend  the 
children  in  their  earfreft  years  ; 
before  whom  every  thing  criminal 
in  word  or  deed  was  avoided  as  a 
heinous  enormity.  This  venerable 
perfon  was  careful  both  to  indil 
good  principles  into  her  pupils,  and 
alfo  to  regulate  their  amufements, 
and,  by  preferving  their  minds 
pure  from  moral  turpitude,  and  in- 
telleftual  depravation,  to  prepare 
them  for  the  dudy  of  the  liberal 
arts  and  fciences.-—  It  may  alfo  be 
remarked  that  the  Greeks  and 
Romans  were  more  accurate  ftu- 
dents  than  the  moderns  are.  They 
'had  few  books,  and  thole  they  had 
were  not  eafily  come  at :  what 
they  read,  therefore,  they  read 
thoroughly.  I  know  not,  whether 
their  way  of  writing  and  making 
up  their  volumes,  as  it  rendered 
the  perufal  more  difficult,  might 
not  alfo  occafion  a  more  durable 
remembrance.  From  their  conver- 
fation-pieces,  and  other  writing?, 
it  appears,  that  they  bad  a  lin¬ 
gular  facility  in  quoting  their  fa¬ 
vourite  authors.  Demodhenes  is 

faid 
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faid  to  have  transcribed  'Thucy¬ 
dides  eight  times,  and  to  have  got 
a  great  part  of  him  by  heart.  .This 
is  a  degree  of  accuracy  which  the 
greater  part  of  modern  readers  have 
no  notion  of.  We  feem  to  think 
it  more  creditable  to  read  many 
books  fuperficially,  than  to  read  a 
few  good  ones  with  care  ;  and  yet 
it  is  certain,  that  by  the  latter  me¬ 
thod  we  ill o aid  cultivate  our  facul¬ 
ties,  and  increafe  our  dock  of  real 
knowledge,  more  effectually,  and 
perhaps  more  fpeediiy,  than  we 
can  do  by  the  former,  which  indeed 
tends  rather  to  bewilder  the  mind, 
than  to  improve  it.  Every  man, 
who  pretends  to  a  literary  charac¬ 
ter,  mull:  now  read  a  number  of 
'  books,  whether  well  or  ill  written, 
whether  indrudlive  or  infighidcant, 
merely  that  he  may  have  it  to  fay, 
that  he  has  read  them.  And  there¬ 
fore  I  am  apt  to  think,  that,  in 
general,  the  Greeks  and  Romans 
mud  have  been  more  improved  by 
their  reading,  than  we  are  by  ours. 
As  books  multiply,  knowledge  is 
more  widely  difiufed  ;  but  il  hu¬ 
man  wifdom  were  to  increafe  in  the 
fame  proportion,  what  children 
would  the  ancients  be,  in  compa- 
rifon  of  the  moderns !  of  whom 
every  fubfcriber  to  the  circulating 
library  would  have  it  in  his  power 
to  be  vvifer  than  Socrates,  and 
more  accomplilhed  than  Julius  Os- 
far  ! 

I  mention  thefe  particulars  of 
the  Greek  and  Roman  diicipiine, 
in  order  to  diow,  that,  although 
the  ancients  had  not  fo  many  lan¬ 
guages  to  dudy  as  we  have,  nor  fo 
many  books  to  read,  they  were 
however  careful,  that  the  faculties 
of  their  children  fhould  neither 
languilh  for  want  of  exercife,  nor 
be  exhaufted  in  frivolous  employ- 
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ment.  As  we  have  not  thought  Hk 
to  imitate  them  in  this  ;  as  moll 
of  the  children  in  modern  Europe, 
who  are  not  obliged  to  labour  for 
their  fudenance,  mud  either  dudy 
Greek  and  Latin,  or  be  idle;  (for 
as  to  cards,  and  fome  of  the  date 
publications  of  Voltaire,  1  do  not 
think  the  dudy  of  either  half  fo 
ufeful  or  fo  innocent  as  ihuttlecock) 

I  fhould  be  apprehendve,  that,  if 
claffical  learning  were  laid  afide, 
nothing  would  be  fubdituted  in, its 
place,  and  that  our  youth  would 
become  altogether  did! pa  ted,  In 
this  refpeft,  therefore,  namely,  as 
the  means  of  improving  the  facul¬ 
ties  of  the  human  mind,  I  do  not 
fee,  how  the  dudies  of  the  ' gram¬ 
mar- fchools  can  hedifpenfed  with. 

It  may  be  obferved  that  the 
dudy  of  a  fydem  of  grammar,  fo 
complex  and  fo1  perfect  as  the 
Greek  or  Latin,  may,  with  pecu¬ 
liar  propriety,  be  recommended  to 
children  ;  being  fuited  to  their  un- 
derdanding,  and  having  a  tendency 
to  promote  the  improvement  of  all 
their  mental  faculties.  In  this 
feience,  abdrufe  as  it  is  commonly 
imagined  to  be,  there  are  few  or 
no  difficulties  which  a  rnader  may 
not  render  intelligible  to  any  boy 
of  good  parts,  before  he  is  twelve 
years  old.  Words,  the  matter  of 
this  fcience,  are  within  the  reach 
of  every  child  ;  and  of  thele  the 
human  mind,  in  the  beginning  of 
life,  is  known  to  be  fufceptible  to 
an  adonifhing  degree  :  and  yet  in 
this  fcience  there  is  a  fubtlety,  and 
a  variety,  fufficient  to  call  forth  all 
the  intelledlual  powers  of  the  young 
dudent.  When  one  hears  a  boy 
analyfe  a  few  fentences  of  a  Latin 
author;  and  (how  that  he  not  only 
knows  the  general  meaning,  and 
the  import  of  the  particular  words, 
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tut  alfo  can  inftantly  refer  each 
word  to  its  dais  ;  enumerate  all 
its  terminations,  fpecifying  every 
change  of  fcnfe,  however  minute* 
that  may  be  produced  by  a  change 
of  inflexion  or  arrangement  ;  ex¬ 
plain  its  feveral  dependences  ; 
diftinguilh  the  literal  meaning  from 
the  figurative,  one  fpecies  of  figure 
from  another*  and  even  the  philo¬ 
sophical  ufeol  words  from  theidio- 
matical,  and  the  vulgar  from  the 
elegant;  recoil e&ing  occafionally 
other  words  and  phrafes  that  are 
fynonymous,  or  contrary*  or  of 
diiferent  though  fimilar  fig n idea¬ 
tion  ;  and  accounting  for  what  he 
fays,  either  from  the  reafon  of  the 
thing,  or  by  quoting  a  rule  of  art, 
or  a  claflical  authority  : — one  muit 
be  fenfible,  that,  by  fuch  an  exer- 
cife,  the  memory  is  likely  to  be 
more  improved  in  itrength  and 
readinef',  theattention  better  fixed, 
the  judgment  and  talie  more  fuc- 
eefsfully  exerted,  and  a  habit  of 
refle&ion  and  fiubtle  diferimination 
moteeafiiy  acquired,  than  it  could 
be  by  any  other  employment  equal¬ 
ly  fuited  to  the  capacity  of  child¬ 
hood.  A  year  palled  in  this  falu- 
tary  exercife  will  be  found  to  culti¬ 
vate  the  human  faculties  more  than 
feven  fpent  in  prattlirtg  that  French 
which  is  learned  by  rote  :  nor 
would  a  complete  courfe  of  Vol¬ 
taire  yield  halffo  much  improve¬ 
ment  to  a  young  mind,  as  a  few 
books  of  a  good  claflic  author,  of 
Livy,  Cicero  or  Virgil,  lludied 
in  this  accurate  manner. 


On  the  Confitution  of  Feudal  Mo¬ 
narchy —  I  be  Dignity  and  Revenues 
of  the  King — and  of  his  Poaver  as 
to  the  raifng  of  Faxes  and  Sub/i - 
Vol.  XX. 


■dies.  1  From  Sullivan  hr  Ledlures  on 
the  La  ws  of  England. 

AS,  in  my  former  Je&ures,  I 
drew  a  general  Iketch  of  the 
nature  and  form  of  the  govern¬ 
ments  that  prevailed  among  the 
northern  nations  whiift  they  re¬ 
mained  in  Germany,  and  what  al¬ 
terations  enfued  on  their  being:  re¬ 
moved  within  the  limits  of  the  Ro- 
man  empire*  it  will  be  now  proper 
to  (hew,  in  as  brief  a  manner  as 
may  confifl  with  clearnefs,  the  na¬ 
ture  and  conftitution  of  a  feudal 
monarchy,  when  eflates  were  be¬ 
come  hereditary,  the  feveral  con¬ 
diment  parts  thereof,  and  what 
were  the  chief  of  the  peculiar  rights 
and  privileges  of  each  part.  This 
relearch  will  beet  ufe,  not  only  to 
underftand  our prefent  conftitution, 
which  is  derived  from  thence,  but 
to  make  us  admire  and  efteem  it, 
when  we  compare  it  with  that 
which  was  its  original,  and  obferve 
the  many  improvements  it  has  un¬ 
dergone.  From  hence,  likewife, 
may  be  determined  that  famous 
queflion,  whether  our  kings  were 
originally  absolute,  and  all  our 
privileges  only  concefllons  of  theirs; 
or  whether  the  chief  of  them  are 
not  originally  inherent  rights,  and 
coeval  with  the  monarchy  ;  not, 
indeed,  in  all  the  fubjedts,  for  that, 
in  old  times,  was  not  the  cafe,  'but 
in  all  that  were  freemen ,  and,  as 
all  are  iuch  now*  do  confequently 
belong  to  ail. 

To  begin  with  the  king,  the 
bead,  of -the  political  body.  His 
dignity  and  power  were  great*  but 
not  abfolute  and  unlimited.  In¬ 
deed,  it  was  impofiible,  in  the  na¬ 
ture  of  things,  even  if  it  had  been, 
declared  fo  by  law,  that  it  could 
have  continued  in  that  Hate,  when 
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he  had  no  Handing  force,  and  the 
fword  was  in  the  hand  of  the  peo¬ 
ple.  And  yet  it  muH  be  owned 
his  dignity  was  fo  high,  as  to  give 
a  fuperficiai  oblerver  fome  room,  if 
he  is  partially  inclined,  to  lean  to 
that  opinion.  All  the  lands  in  his 
dominions  were  holden  of  him. 
For,  by  degrees,  the  allodia  had 
been  changed  into,  and  luppofed 
to  have  been  derived  from,  his  ori¬ 
ginal  grant,  and  eonfequently  re- 
vertible  to  him.  But  then,  the 
land  proprietors  had  (on  fulfilling 
the  conditions  they  were  bound  to) 
a  fecure  and  permanent  interefl  in 
their  poffeffions.  He  could  neither 
take  them  away  at  pleafure,  nor 
lay  taxes  or  talliages  on  them  by 
arbitrary  will,  which  would  have 
been  little  different.'  Since,  in 
Magna  Charta,  we  hnd  the  people 
infilling  that  the  king  had  no  right 
to  a  fiefs  the  quantity  of  efcuage, 
which  was  a  pecuniary  commuta¬ 
tion  for  military  fervice,  nor  to  lay 
talliages  on  his  other  fubjedls,  but 
that  both  mull  be  done  in  parlia¬ 
ment.  He  was  a  necefiary  party  to 
the  making  new  laws,  and  to  the 
changing  and  abrogating  old  ones  ; 
and  from  him  they  received  tneir 
binding  force,  infomuch  that  many 
old  laws,  though  paffed  in  parlia¬ 
ment,  run  in  the  king’s  name  only. 
For,  in  thofe  days,  perfons  were 
more  attentive  to  fubflance  than 
forms  ;  and  it  was  not  then  even 
fufpedled,  in  any  nation  in  Europe, 
that  any  king  would  arrogate  to 
jhimfelf  a  power  fo  inconfiilent  with 
the  original  freedom  of  the  Ger¬ 
man  nations.  Nay,  in  France,  to 
, this  day,  the  king’s  edicts  are  not 
laws  until  regiftered  in  parlia¬ 
ment,  which  implies  the  con  lent 
of  the  people,  though  that  con  fen  t 
is  too  often  extorted  by  the  violent 
power  that  monarch,  has  affumed 


over  the  perfons  and  liberty  of  the 
members  of  that  body. 

The  dignity  of  the  king  was 
fupported,  in  the  eyes  of  the  peo¬ 
ple,  not  only  by  the  fplendor  of 
his  royalty,  but  by  the  lowly  re- 
verence  paid  him  by  the  greatefl  of 
his  lords.  At  folemn  feails  they 
waited  on  him  on  the  knee,  or  did 
other  menial  offices  about  his  pei- 
fon,  as  their  tenures  required,  and 
did  their  homage  and  fealty  with 
the  fame  lowly  and  humiliating 
circumfiances  that  the  rneaneH  of 
their  vaffals  paid  to  them.  His 
perfon  likewife  was  facred,  and 
guarded  by  the  law,  which  infiidled 
the  moft  horrible  puniffiment  for 
attempts  againft  him  ;  neither  was 
he  to  be  refilled,  or  accountable 
for  any  private  injury  done  per- 
fonally  by  himfelf,  on  any  account 
whatfoever.  For  the  Hate  thought 
it  better  to  fuffer  a  few  perfonal 
wrongs  to  individuals,  than  to  en¬ 
danger  the  fafety  of  the  whole,  by 
rendering  the  head  insecure. 

But  the  greatnefs  of  the  kingly 
power  confiHed  in  his  being  entire¬ 
ly  entruHed  with  the  executive 
part  of  the  government,  both  at 
home  and  abroad.  At  home  juf- 
tice  was  adminiilered  in  his  name, 
and  by  officers  of  his  appointment. 
He  had,  likewife,  the  difpofal  of 
all  the  great  offices  of  the  Ha^e, 
with  an  exception  of  fuch  as  had 
been  granted  by  his  precseceflois 
in  fee,  and  of  all  other  offices  and 
employments  exercifed  in  the  king¬ 
dom  immediately  under  him. 
Abroad  he  made  war  and  peace, 
treaties  and  truces,  as  he  pieafed. 
Fie  led  his  armies  in  perfon,  or  ap¬ 
pointed  commanders  ;  and  exer¬ 
cifed,  in  time  of  war,  that  abfo- 
lute  power  over  his  armies  that  is 
effential  to  their  prefervation  and 

difcipline.  But  how  was  he  en- 
1  abled 
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&r>led  to  iuppoi  t  the  expence  of  the  This  revenue,  however  great, 
government,  or  to  provide  for  the  was  not  fufficient  to  fupport  a  war 
defence  or  the  kingdom,  or  carry  or  any  importanceand  continuance,  ' 
on  a  foreign  war;  fince,  if  he  was  befides  the  extraordinary  expence 
not  furniihed  in  that  refpeft,  thefe  of  government.  It  remains,  there- 
high- founding  prerogatives  had  fore,  to  fee  what  provifion  this 
been  but  empty  names,  and  the  conhit'ution  made,  in  addition  to 
hate  might  have  periflied  ?  and  if  what  the  monarch  might  fpare,  for 
he  could  at  pleafure  levy  the  ne-  the  defence  of  England,  as  it  might 
ccOary  Aims,  he  being  foie  judge  be  attacked  either  by  land  or  fe a, 
of  the  neceffity,  both  astooccafion  For  the  latter,  every  feaport  was, 
and  quantity,  as  Charles  the  Firft  in  proportion  to  its  ability,  obliged 
claimed  in  the  cafe  of  fhip-money,  to  find,  in  time  of  danger,  at  their 
the  hate  of  the  fubjedt  was  preca-  own  expence,  one  or  more,  fhipa 
rious,  and  the  king  would  have  properly  furniihed  with  men  and 
been  as  abfolute  a  monarch  as  the  arms;  which,  joined  to  fitch  other 
prefent  king  of  France  or  Spain.  blips  as  the  king  hired,  ,:were,  in 
But  abundant  provifion  was  made  general,  an  overmatch  for  the  in- 
on  this  head,  and  that  without  vaders.  But  if  the  enemy  had  ucc 
overburdening  the  fubjedt,  for  fup-  footing  'in  the  country,  the  defence 
porting  the  ordinary  expences  of  at  land  was  by  the  knights  or  mi-  ’ 
the  government.  A  vah  demefne  litary  tenants,  who  were  obliged 


was  let  apart  to  the  king,  amount 
ing,  in  England,  to  one  thoufand 
four  hundred  and  twenty-two  ma¬ 
nors,  as  alfo  many  other  lands, 
which  had  not  been  eredted  into 
manors.  Befides  thefe,  he  had  the 


to  ferve  on  horfeback  in  any  part 
of  England  :  and  by  the  focage 
tenants,  or  infantry,  who,  in  cafe 
of  invafion,  were  likewife  obliged 
to  ferve,  but  not  out  of  their  own 
country,  unlefs  they  themfelves 


'  /  7  - -  J  v  *** 

profits  of  all  his  feudal  tenures,  pleafed,  and  then  they  were  paid 
his  worfhips,  marriages,  and  re-  by  the  king. 

liefs;  the  benefit  of  efcneats,  either  With  refpedl  to  carrying  cm  of- 
upon  failure  of  heirs  or  forfeiture  ;  fenfire  war  into  the  enemy’s  conn- 
the  goods  of  felons  and  traitors;  try,  the  king  of  England  had  great 
tue  profits  of  his  courts  of  jiilhce;  advantages  over  any  other  feudal 
befides  many  other  cafualties,  monarch.  In  the  other  feudal 


which  amounted  loan  immenfe  re¬ 
venue;  infomuch,  that,  we  are 
informed,  that  William  the  Con¬ 
queror  had  £.  1061  :  ios.  a-day, 
that  is,  allowing  for  the  compara¬ 
tive  value  of  money,  near  four 


kingdoms  the  military  vahals  were 
not  obliged  to  ferVe  in  anyoffenfivO 
War,  unlefs  it  was  juft,  the  deter¬ 
mination  of  which  point  was  in 
themfelves  5  but  William  the  Con¬ 
queror  obliged  all  to  whom  he  gave 


millions  a-year  ;  fo  that  Fortefcue  tenures  to  ferve  him  ubichnque  ;  and 
might  well  fay,  that,  originally,  though  he  had  not  above  three  hun- 
the  king  of  England  was  the  rich-  dred,  if  fo  many,  immediate  mi- 
eh  king  in  Europe.  Such  a  fum  litary  tenants  under  him,  yet  thefe 
Was  not  only  fufficient  for  the  oc-  were  obliged,  on  all  occasions,  to 
cafions  of  peace,  but  out' of  it  he  furniffi  fixty  thoufand  knightscom- 
might  fpare  confiderably  for  the  pleatly  equipped,  and  ready  to 
Exigencies  of  war*  ferve  forty  days  at  their  Own  ex- 

N  t  pence* 
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pence.  If  he  wanted  their  fervice 
longer,  he  was  obliged  to  obtain 
n  on  what  terms  he  could.  There 
is,  therefore,  no  reafon  to  wonder 
that  the  king  of  England,  though 
Biailer  of  fo  comparatively  final!  a 
territory,  was,  in  general,  an  over¬ 
match,  in  thole  early  times,  for 
the  power  of  France.  As  for  in¬ 
fantry  in  his  foreign  wars,  he  had 
none  obliged  to  attend  him.  Thofe 
he  had  were  focage  tenants,  whole 
fervices  were  certain  ;  fo  that  he 
was  ooliged  to  engage,  and  pay 
them,  as  hired  foldiers.  As  the 
focage  tenants  in  his  dominions 
had  a  good  (hare  of  property,  and 
enjoyed  it  without  oppreffion,  it  is 
no  wonder  the  Englifh  archers  in 
thofe  days  had  a  galiant  fpirit,  and 
were  as  redoubtable  as  the  Englifh 
Infantry  is  at  prefen t. 

lo  fupport  thefe  military  te*- 
nants,  who  ferved  after  the  necef- 
fary  time,  and  likewife  his  infan¬ 
try  (as  the  furpius  of  his  ordinary 
revenue  would  not  fuffice)  he  had 
cuftoms  and  talk  ages ,  and  aids  and 
jubjidies  granted  by  parliament. 
Thefe  cuftoms,  or  io  much  paid 
by  merchants  on  the  exportation 
or  goods,  were  of  two  kinds ;  as 
paid  either  by  merchant  ft ranger r, 
or  by  ?ner  chant  denizens. 

1  he  cuftoms  paid  by  merchant 
Grangers  were  not  originally  fettled 
by  aCt  of  parliament,  but  by  a 
compa£t  between  the  merchant 
lirangers  and  king  Edward  the 
lArfl.  ^  fn  the  Saxon  times  the 
king  had  a  power  of  excluding 
Grangers  from  his  kingdom,  not 
rnereiy  with  an  intention  of  indu¬ 
cing  their  own  people  to  traffiek, 
but  chiefly  to  keep  out  the  Danes, 
who  were  the  makers  of  the  fea  ; 
left,  under  pretence  of  trade,  they 
might  get  footing  in,  and  become 
acquainted  with  the  Hate  of  the 
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kingdom.  They  were,  accord-* 
mgly,  admitted  by  the  kings  upon 
fuchtermsas  the  latter  werepleafed 
toimpofe;  but  Edward,  who  had 
the  fuccefs  and  profperity  of  his 
kingdom  at  heart,  came  to  a  per¬ 
petual  competition  with  them  ; 
gave  them  feveral  privileges,  and 
they  gave  to  him  certain  cukoms 
in  return.  What  (hews  they  had 
their  origin  from  confent  is,  that 
the  king  could  not  raife  them  with¬ 
out  applying  to  parliament.  The 
cuftoms  of  natives  or  denizens 
were,  certainly,  firk  given  to  the 
kmg  by  parliament;  though  this 
has  been  denied  by  fome,  merely 
becaufe  no  fuch  act  is  to  be  found, 
as  if  many  of  the  ancient  afls  had 
not  been  lok ;  but  there  are  adts 
and  charters  kill  extant,  which  ex- 
prefsly  fay  they  ‘were  appointed  and 
granted  by  parliament,  without  the 
power  of  which  they  could  not  be 
either  altered  or  enlarged. 

The  difference  between  the  cuf¬ 
toms  and  the  other  aidsl  have  men-* 
tioned,  <vi%.  taliiages  and  fu bid¬ 
dies,  is,  that  the  latter  were  occa¬ 
sional,  granted  only  on  particular 
emergencies,  whereas  the  cuftoihs 
.were  for  ever.  If  it  be  afked  how 
tliey  came  to  be  granted  in  that 
manner,  we  muk  refer  back  to  the 
original  fiate  of  boroughs  and  their 
inhabitants,  traders,  in  the  feudal 
law.  In  France,  the  Roman 
towns  were  taken  into  protection., 
and  had  their  antient  privileges  al¬ 
lowed  them ;  but  in  the  feries  of 
wars  that  happened  in  that  country 
for  ages,  every  one  of  them  in  their 
turns  were  formed,  and  reduced  to 
vaffalage,  either  to  the  king  or 
fome  other  great  lord  ;  and  as, 
now,  thefe  lords  had  learned  that 
the  Roman  emperor  laid  on  taxes 
at  his  pleafure,  it  was  but  natural 
they  fhould  claim  the  fame  right, 

Specially 
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fpecially  over  towns  they  had 
taken  in  war.  The  burgefi'es, 
therefore,  became  in  the  nature  of 
villains,  not  indeed  of  common 
villains,  for  that  would  absolutely 
h  ive  dellroyed  trade,  but  with  re- 
fped  to  arbitrary  taxation,  which, 
however,  if  the  lord  was  wife,  was 
never  exorbitant.  In  England,  1 
apprehend,  they  became  villains  ; 
f~r  the  Saxons  were  a  rout  dering 
race,  and  extirpated  the  old  inha¬ 
bitants.  However,  wife  kings, 
confidering  the  ad  vantages  of  com¬ 
merce,  by  degrees,  bellowed  pri¬ 
vileges  on  certain  places,  in  order 
to  render  them  fiourifhing  and 
wealthy;  and  at  length,  about  the 
time  of  Magna  Charta,  or  before, 
when  every  uncertain  fervice  was 
varying  to  a  certainty,  this  privi¬ 
lege  was  obtained  for  rherchant  ad¬ 
venturers.  But  the  other  bur- 
gefies,  that  did  not  import  or  ex¬ 
port,  and  iikewife  villains,  were 
dill  talliageable  at  will.  This  was 
retrained  by  M"Sgna  Charta,  which 
declares  all  iailiag<rs  unlawful,  un- 
1  e Is  ordained  by  parliament. 

Tocome  to  the  latter  head ,  whe¬ 
ther  taxes,  aids,  and  fubndies  can 
be  aftclTed  by  the  king,  as  foie 
judge  of  the  occafion,  and  the  quan¬ 
tum — or  whether  they  mult  be 
granted  by  parliament,  was  the 
great  and  princ:pal  contell  between 
the  two  firft  princes  of  the  unfor¬ 
tunate  houfe  of  Stuart  and  their 
people,  and  which,  concurring 
with  other  caufes,  coll  the  lad  of 
them  his  life  and  throne.  To  fay 
nothing  of%  the  divine  hereditary 
right  urged  on  the  king’s  behalf, 
and  which,  if  examined  into  llriil- 
Jy,  no  royal  family  in  Europe  had 
lefs  preterfions  to  claim,  both  fides 
referred  them  Elves  to  the  antient 
coiUtitiuion  for  the  decifion  of  Lhis 


point.  The  king’s  friends  urged 
that  all  lane’s  were  holden  from  him 
by  lei  vices,  and  that  this  was  one 
of  his  prerogatives,  and  a  necefTary 
one  to  the  defence  of  the  date, 
i  hey  produced  feveral  indances  of 
its  having  been  done,  and  fubmit- 
ted  to,  not  only  in  the  times  of 
the  uorft,  but  of  lome  of  the  bed 
kings  ;  and  as  to  ads  of  parlia¬ 
ment  againd  it,  they  were  extorted 
from  the  monarchs  in  particular 
exigencies,  and  could  not  bind, 
their  luccefTors,  as  their  right  was 
from  God. 

The  advocates  of  the  people,  on 
the  other  hand,  infided,  that,  iru 
England,  as  in  all  other  feudal 
countries,  the  right  of  the  king 
was  founded  on  compad  ;  that 
William  the  Conqueror  was  not 
mader  of  all  the  lands  in  England, 
nor  did  he  give  them  on  thefe 
terms  ;  that  lie  claimed  no  right 
but  what  the  Saxon  kings  had, 
and  this  they  certainly  had  not ; 
that  he  edabhfhed  and  confirmed 
the  Saxon  laws,  except  fuch  as 
were  by  parliament  altered  ;  that 
he  gave  away  none  but  the  for¬ 
feited  lands,  and  gave  them  on  the 
fame  terms  as  they  were  generally- 
given  in  feudal  countries,  where 
fuch  a  power  was  in  thofe  days 
unknown.  They  admitted,  that, 
in  fad,  the  kings  of  England  had 
fometimes  exercifed  this  power, 
and  that,  on  fome  occafions,  the 
people  fubmitted  to  it.  «But  they 
indited,  that  mod  of  the  kings  that 
did  it  were  opprelfors  of  the  word 
kind  in  all  refpeds  ;  that  the  fub- 
jeds,  even  in  fubmitting,  infilled 
on  their  antient  rights  and  free¬ 
dom,  '’and  every  one  of  thefe  princes 
afterwards  retraded,  and  confefled 
they  had  done  amifsi  If  one  or 
two  of  the  bed  and  wifeft  of  their 
N  3  kings 
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kings  had  pradlifed  this,  they  in- 
jfifted  that  their  an ce hors  acquies¬ 
cence  once  or  twice,  in  the  mea¬ 
sures  of  a  prince  they  had  abfolute 
confidence  in,  and  at  times  when 
the  danger,  perhaps,  was  fo  im¬ 
minent  as  to  hare  every  man  in 
the  face,  (for  it  was  fcarce  ever 
done  by  a  good  prince)  as  when 
there  was  not  a  fleet  already  affem- 
bled  in  the  ports  of  France  to  waft 
over  an  army,  fhould  not  be  con- 
iidered  as  conveying  a  right  to  fu¬ 
ture  kings  indifcriminately,  as  a 
furrender  of  their  important  privi¬ 
leges  of  taxation.  They  infihed 
that  thefe  good  and  wile  kings  had 
acknowledged  the  rights  of  the 
people;  that  they  excufed  what 
they  had  done,  as  extorted  by  ur¬ 
gent  neceffity,  for  the  prefervation 
of  the  whole ;  that,  by  repeated 


s£ls  of  parliament,  they  had  difa- 
vowed  this  power,  and  declared 
fuch  proceedings  ihould  never  be 
drawn  into  precedent.  They  ob- 
ferved,  that  there  was  no  occafion 
for  the  vail  demefne  of  the  king, 
if  he  had  this  extraordinary  pre¬ 
rogative  to  -exert  whenever  he 

o  -  # 

pleafed.  They  denied  the  king’s 
divine  right  to  the  fucceffion  of  the 
crown,  and  that  abfolute  unlimited 
authority  that  was  deduced  from  it. 
They  infilled  that  he  was  a  king 
by  compadi,  that  his  fucceffion  de¬ 
pended  on  that  compadi,  though 
they  allowed  that  a  king  in  titled 
by  that  compadi,  and  adling  ac¬ 
cording  tp  it,  has  a  divine  right  of 
government,  as  every  legal  and 
righteous  rnagjflrate  hath.  They 


inferred-,  therefore,  that  he  was  a 
limited  monarch,  and  co.nfeqnently 
that  he  and  his  fuccefiors  were 
bound  by  the  legiflatiye,  the  fu- 
preme  authority. 

*  The  advocates  of  the  king  treated 


6 


the  original  compadi  as  a  chimera, 
and  defired  them  to  produce  it  ; 
which  the  other  fide  thought  an  un  - 
reafbnabie  demand,  as  it  was,  they 
alledged,  tranfadled  when  both 
king  and  people  were  utterly  illi¬ 
terate.  They  thought  the  utmod 
proof  poffible  was  given  by  quoting 
the  real  adts  of  authority,  which 
the  Saxon  kings  had  exercifed ; 
among  which  this  was  not  to  bo 
found  ;  that  the  Norman  kings, 
though  fome  of  them  had  occafion - 
ally  pradlifed  it,  had,  in  general, 
both  bad  and  good  princes,  after¬ 
wards  declaimed  the  right,  and 
that  it  never  had  (though  perhaps 
fubmitted  to  in  one  or  two  in- 
Itances)  been  given  up  by  their  an~ 
colors,  who  always,  and  even  to 
the  face  of  their  belt  princes,  in¬ 
filled  that  it  was  an  encroachment 
on  thofe  franchifes  they  were  i n ti¬ 
tled  to  by  their  birthright. 

Such,  in  general,  were  the  prin¬ 
ciples  on  which  the  arguments 
were  maintained  on  both  fides  s 
for  to  go.  into  mi-nutia,  would  not 

confilt  with  the  defion  of  this  un- 

■ 

derraking.  I  apprehend  it  will  be 
evident  from  this  detail  of  mine, 
though  I  prated  J  defigned  to  re- 
prefent  both  fides  fairly,  that  I 
am  inclined  to  the  people  in  this 
queftio.n.  I  own  I  think  that  any 
one  that  confiders  impartially  the 
few  monuments  that  remain  of  the 
old  Saxon  times,  either  in  their 
laws  or  hiiiories,  the  conftant 
courfe  fince  the  conqueft,  and  the 
practice  of  nations  abroad,  who 
had  the  fame  feudal  policy,  muft 
acknowledge,  that  though  this 
r ig-ht  was  claimed  and  exercifed 
by  John,  Henry  the  Third,  Ed¬ 
ward  theFirir,  Second,  and  Third, 
Richard  the  Second,  and  Henry 
the  Eighth,  it  was  in  the  event 
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difclaimed  by  every  onb  of  them, 
by  the  greateft  of  our  kings,  Ed¬ 
ward  the  Firft  and  Third,  and 
Henry  the  Eighth,  with  fuch  can¬ 
dour  and  free-will,  asinforced  con¬ 
fidence  in  them  ;  by  the  others,  in 
truth,  becaufe  they  could  not  help 
it.  [  hope  I  lhall  ftand  excufed,  if 
I  add,  that  the  majority  of  thofe 
who  engaged  in  the  civil  war,  ei¬ 
ther  for  king  Charles,  or  againft 
him,  were  of  the  fame  opinion. 
For,  had  he  not  given  up  this 
point,  (and  indeed  he  did  it  with 
all  the  appearances  of  the  greateft 
fincerity)  he  would  not  have  got 
three  thoufand  men  to  appear  for 
him  in  the  field.  But,  unfortu¬ 
nately  for  his  family,  and  us,  (for 
we  dill  feel  the  effects  of  it  from 
the  popifh  education  his  offspring 
got  abroad)  his  conceffion  came  too 
late.  He  had  loft  the  confidence 
of  too  many  of  his  people,  and  a 
party  of  republicans  were  formed  ; 
all  reasonable  fecurities  were  cer¬ 
tainly  given  ;  but,  upon  pretence 
that  he  could  not  be  depended  upon, 
his  enemies  prevailed  on  too  many 
to  in  ft  ft  on  fuch  conditions,  as 
would  have  left  him  but  a  king  in 
name,  and  unhinged  the  whole 
Fame  of  government.  i  has  did 
the  partizmsof  abfol  ute  monarchy 
on  one  fide,  and  the  republicans, 
with  a  parcei  of  crafty  ambitious 
men,  who  for  their  own  private 
views  afFe&ed  that  chara&er,  on 
the  other,  rend  the  kingdom  be¬ 
tween  them,  and  obliged  the  ho- 
neft,  and  the  friends  to  the  old 
conftitution ,  to  take  fide  either 
with  one  party  or  other,  and  they 
were  accordingly,  for  their  mo¬ 
deration  and  defire  of  peace,  and  a 
legal  fettlemenc,  equally  defpifed 
which  ever  they  joined  with. 

|  fhall  make  but  one  obfervation 


more  ;  that  though  it  is  very  falfe 
reafoning  to  argue  from  events 
when  referred  to  the  decifion  of 
God,  as  to  the  matter  of  right  in 
queftion  ;  I  cannot  help  being 
ftruck  with  obferving,  that  though 
this  has  been  a  queftion  of  five  hun* 
dred  years  ftanding  in  England, 
the  decifion  of  providence  hath 
conftantly  been  in  favourof  the  peo¬ 
ple.  If  it  has  not  been  fo  in  other 
countries  for  two  hundred  or  two 
hundred  and  fifty  years  paft,  which 
is  the  utmpft,  let  us  invefligate 
the  caufes  of  the  difference,  and 
a£l  accordingly,  The  ancients  tell 
us  it  is  impofiible  that  a  brave  and 
virtuous  nation  can  ever  be  ilaves, 
and,  on  the  contrary,  that  no  na¬ 
tion  that  is  cowardly,  or  generally 
vicious,  can  be  free.  Let  us  blefs 
God,  who  hath  for  fo  long  a  time 
favoured  thefe  realms.  Let  us  a£l 
towards  the  family  that  reigns  over 
us,  as  becomes  free  fubjedls,  to  the 
guardians  of  liberty,  and  of  the 
natural  rights  to  mankind  ;  but 
above  all,  let  us  train  pofterity,  fo 
as  to  be  deferving  of  the  continu¬ 
ance  of  thefe  blefiings,  that  Mon- 
tefquieu’s  prophecy  may  never  ap¬ 
pear  to  bejuftly  founded. 

“  England  (fays  he)  in  the 
courfe  of  things,  mufi  lofe  her  li¬ 
berties,  and  then  fhe  will  be  a 
greater  Have  than  any  of  her  neigh¬ 
bours.” 


The  true  Enjoyments  of  Life.  From, 
Moral  Tales ,  by  F\r,  Perci- 

val. 

IWf  A  T  be  furvive  his  relatives 
and  friends!  was  the  impre¬ 
cation  of  a  Roman,  on  the  perfon 
who  fhould  deftroy  the  monument 
N  4  of 
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of  his  anceflors.*  A  more  dfieadful 
curfc  could  fcarcely  be  denounced. 

I  remember  to  have  feen  it  jfbme- 
where  recorded,  that  an  emperor 
of  China,  on  his  acceffion  to  the 
throne,  commanded  a  general  re- 
leafe  from  the  prifons,  of  all  that 
were  confined  for  debt.  Amongfl 
the  number  was  an  old  man,  who 
had  been  an  early  vi&im  toadver- 
htv  ;  and  whofe  days  of  imprifon- 
ment,  reckoned  by  the  notches 
which  he  had  cut  on  the  door  of 
bis'  gloomy  cell,  exp  re  fie  4  the  an¬ 
nual  revolution  of  more  than  fifty 
tuns.  With  faultering  Peeps,  he 
departed  from  his  manfion  of  bor¬ 
row  :  his  eyes  were  dazzled  with 
the  fplendor  of  light ;  and  the  face 
of  nature  prefen  ted  to  his  view  a 
per  fed;  paradife.  The  gaol,  in 
which  he  had  been,  imprifoned, 
was  at  tome  difiance  from  Pekin  ; 
and  he  directed  his  courfe  to  that 
city,  impatient  to  enjoy  the  gratu¬ 
itous  of  his  wife,  his  children, 
and  his  friends. 

Vvith  difficulty  he  found  his  way 
to  the  ft  reel,  in  which  formerly 
Hood  his  decent  habitation  ;  and 
bis  heart  became  more  and  more 
elated  at  every  ffop  which;  he  ad¬ 
vanced.  Bfe  proceeded,  and  looked 
with  earneftnefs  around  ;  but  favv 
few  of  thofe  objefls  with  which  he 
was  formerly  con ver fan t.  A  mag¬ 
nificent  edifice  was  eredled  on  the 
bite  of  the  heufe  which  he  had  in¬ 
habited.  The  dwellings  of  his 
■neighbours  bad  afiumed  new  forms ; 

f  The  author  alludes  to  an 

Some. 


ard  he  beheld  rot  a  iingle  face  of 
which  he  had  the  leaf!  recollection . 
An  aged  pauper,  who  flood  with 
trembling  knees  at  the  gate  of  a 
portico,  from  which  he  had  been 
thru;!  by  the  infolent  menial  who 
attended  it,  flruck  his  attention. 
He  flopped  to  give  him  a  pittance 
out  of  the  bounty,  with  which  he 
had  been  fopplied  by  the  emperor’s 
liberality  ;  and  received,  in  re*? 
turn,  the  fad  tidings  that  his  wife 
had  fallen  a  lingering  facrifice  to 
penury  and  borrow;  that  his  chil¬ 
dren  were  gone  to  feek  their  for¬ 
tunes  in  unknown  climes;  and 
that  the  grave  contained  his  neared: 
and  moil  valuable  friends.  Over¬ 
whelmed  with  anguifh,  he  h aliened 
to  the  palace  of  his  fovereign,  into 
whofe  prefence  his  hoary  locks  and 
mournful  vifage  foon  obtained  ad- 
miflion  ;  and  calling  himfelf  at  the 
feet  of  the  emperor.  Great  prince,, 
he  cried,  remand  me  to  the  prifon, 
from  which  miftaken  mercy  hath 
delivered  me  !  I  have  furvived  my 
family  and  friends;  and  in  the 
midft  of  this  populous  city,  I  find 
myfelf  in  dreary  folitude.  The 
cell  of  my  dungeon  protected  me 
from  the  gazers  at  my  w'etched- 
nefs ;  and  whilfl  fecluded  from  fo.- 
ciety,  I  was  lefs  fenfible  of  the  lofs 
of  loci  a  1  enjhyments.  I  am  now 
tortured  with  the  view  of  pleafures 
in  which  I  cannot  participate  ;  and 
die-with  thirfl,  though  ftreams  of 
delight  furround  me. 

If  the  horrors  of  a  dungeon,  my 

monumental  infeription  found  at 
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Fleetwood’s  Infcrip,  Antiq, 
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Ahxi%  be  preferred  to  the  world 
at  large,  by  the  man  who  is  bereft 
of  his  kindred  and  fiiends,  how 
highly  fhould  you  prize,  how  ten¬ 
derly  fhould  you  love,  and  hovv 
tfudious  fhould  you  be  to  pleafe 
thofe  near  and  dear  relations,  whom 
a  more  indulgent  providence  has 
yet  preferved  to  you  !  Liiten  to  the 
afredion-ate  counfels  of  your  pa¬ 
rents;  treafure  up  their  precepts; 
refpeft  their  riper  judgment;  and 
enjoy,  with  gratitude  and  delight, 
the  advantages  refuldng  from  their 
fociety.  Bind  to  your  bofom,  by 
the  mod  endearing  ties,  your  bro¬ 
thers  and  fitters;  cherifh  them  as 
your  bed  companions,  through  the 
variegated  journey  of  life;  and 
fuffer  no  jealoufies  or  feuds  to  in¬ 
terrupt  the  harmony  which  now 
reigns,  and,  I  truft,  will  ever 
reignjn  this  happy  family.  Cul¬ 
tivate  the  friendfhip  of  your  father’s 
friends  ;  merit  the  approbation  of 
the  wife  and  good  ;  qualify  your- 
felf,  by  the  acquifition  of  know¬ 
ledge  and  the  exercife  of  the  bene¬ 
volent  affedions,  for  the  inrercoufe 
of  mankind;  and  you  will  at  once 
be  an  ornament  to  fociety,  and 
derive  from  it  the  higheft  felicity. 


Philosophical  Attention  and  Sagacity  ; 

■  by  the  fame . 

A  N  atfendve  and  inquifitive 
j [  \  mind  often  derives  very  im¬ 
portant  inftrudion  from  'appear¬ 
ances  and  events,  which  the  gene¬ 
rality  of  mankind  regard  as  trivial 
and  infignificant.  Permit  me, 
Alexis,  to  offer  to  you  a  few  ex¬ 
amples,  of  the  truth  of  this  ob- 
fervation.  You  have  frequently 
remarked,  and  perhaps  admired. 


• 

the  volubility  and  luflre  of  the  glo^ 
bules  of  rain,  that  lie  upon  the 
leaves  of  colewort,  and  of  other 
vegetables;  but  I  dare  fay,  you 
have  never  taken  the  trouble  of  in- 
fpedi  ng  them  narrowly.  Mr, 
Melville,  a  young  philofopher  of 
uncommon  genius,  was  llruck  with, 
the  phenomenon,  and  applied  his 
attention  to  the  invelbigation  of  it. 
He  difeovered  that  the  i u lire  of  the 
drop  is  owing  to  a  copious  reflec¬ 
tion  of  light,  from  the  fattened 
part  of  its  furface,  contiguous  tQ 
the  plant  ;  and  that  when  the  drop 
rolls  over  a  part,  which  has  been 
wetted,  it  inflantly  lofes  all  its 
brightnefs,  the  green  leaf  being 
feen  through  it.  From  thefe  two 
obfervations  he  concludes,  that  the 
drop  does  not  really  touch  the  plant, 
whilft  it  retains  a  mercurial  ap¬ 
pearance,  but  is  fufpended  by  the 
force  of  a  repulfive  power.  For 
there  could  not  be  any  copious  re- 
fledion  of  white  light,  from  its 
under  furface,  unlefs  there  was  a  1 
real  interval  between  it  and  the 
plant.  And  if  no  contact  be  fup- 
poled,  it  is  eafy  to  account  for  the 
wonderful  volubility  of  the  drop, 
and  why  new  traces  of  moiflure  are 
left  wherever  it  rolls. 

From  this  reafoning  we  may 
conclude,  that  when  ,a  poliflied 
needle  is  made  to  fwim  on  water, 
it  does  not  touch  the  water,  but 
forms  around  it,  by  a  repulfive 
power,  a  bed,  whofe  concavity  is 
much  larger  than  the  bulk  of  the 
needle.  And  this  affords  a  much 
better  explanation  of  the  fad,  than 
the  common  one,  deduced  from  the 
tenacity  of  the  water.  For  the  nee¬ 
dle  may  be  well  conceived  to  fwirp. 
upon  a  fluid  lighter  than  itfelf, 
fince  the  quantity  of  water  thqs 
'  difplaced. 
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difplaced,  by  repulfton,  mull  be 
equal  to  the  weight  of  it.  And 
this  inilance  leads  us  to  a  juft  and 
neceffary  correction  of  the  hydro- 
llatical  law,  that  the  whole  fwim- 
ming  body  is  equal  in  weight  to  a 
quantity  of  the  fluids  whofe  bulk  is 
equal  to  that  of  the  part  immerfed . 
For  it  fhould  be  expreffed,  that  the 
weight  of  the  fwi  mining  body  is  equal 
to  that  of  the  weight  of  the  quantity 
vf fluid  dif placed  by  it . 

A  verv  ingenious  friend  of  mine, 

j  t>  7 

during  his  reftdence  at  the  univer¬ 
sity,  undertook  a  courfe  of  experi¬ 
ments,  to  afeertain  the  heat  or  cold 
produced  by  the  folution  of  certain 
Jubilances  in  fpirit  of  wine.  When¬ 
ever  he  withdrew  the  thermometer 
from  the  fpirit,  and  fufpended  it 
in  the  air,  he  uniformly  obferved, 
that  the  mercury  fu  nk  two  or  three 
degrees,  although  the  fpirit  of 
wine,  in  which  the  inftrument  had 
been  immerfed,  was  even  colder 
than  the  furrounding  atrnofphere. 
This  fa 61  he  communicated  to  the 
profeffor  of  chemiftry  ;  who  imme¬ 
diately  fufpe&ed,  that  fluids  by 
evaporation  generate  cold ;  an  hypo¬ 
thecs,  which  he  afterwards  verified 
by  a  variety  of  beautiful  and  de¬ 
cisive  trials. 

When  Sir  John  Pringle  and  Dr. 
Franklin  were  travelling  together  , 
in  Holland,  they  remarked,  that 
the  track-fchuyt,  or  barge,  in  one 
of  the  ftages,  moved  flower  than 
ufual,  and  inquired  the  reafon  of 
it.  The  boatman  informed  them, 
that  it  had  been  a  dry  feafon,  and 
that  the  water  was  low  in  the  ca¬ 
nal.  He  was  alked  if  the  water 
was  fo  low  that  the  boat  touched 
the  muddy  bottom  of  the  canal; 
to  which  he  anfwered  in  the  nega¬ 
tive,  adding,  however,  that  the 
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difference  in  the  quantity  of  water, 
was  fufficient  to  render  the  draught 
more  difficult  to  the  horfe.  The 
travellers,  at  firft,  were  at  a  iofs  to 
conceive,  how  the  depth  of  the 
water  Could  affeft  the  motion  of 
the  boat,  provided  that  it  fwam 
clear  of  the  bottom.  But  Dr. 
Franklin  having  fatisfied  Himfelf 
of  the  truth  of  the  boatman’s  ob- 
fervation,  began  to  confider  it  at¬ 
tentively;  and  endeavoured  to  ac¬ 
count  for  it  in  the  following  man¬ 
ner.  The  barge,  in  proceeding 
along  the  canal,  muft  regularly  dis¬ 
place  a  body  of  water,  equal  in 
bulk  to  the  fpace  which  fhe  occu¬ 
pies  ;  and  the  water  fo  removed 
muft  pafs  underneath,  and  on  each 
fide  of  her.  Hence  if  the  paffage 
under  her  bottom,  be  ftraitned  by 
the  fh allows,  more  of  the  water 
muft  pafs  by  her  Tides,  and  with 
greater  velocity,  which  will  retard' 
her  courfe,  because  fhe  moves  the 
contrary  way.  The  water,  alfo, 
becoming  lower  behind  than  be¬ 
fore  the  boat,  ffie  will  be  p  re  fifed 
back  by  the  weight  of  its  differ¬ 
ence  in  height ;  and  her  paffage 
will  be  obft;u£ted  by  having  that 
weight  conftantly  to  overcome. 

However  fatisfadtory  this  rea- 
foning  might  appear  to  be.  Dr. 
Franklin  determined  to  afeertain 
the  truth  of  it  by  experiment; 
deeming  the  fubjedt  of  coniiderable 
importance  to  the  inhabitants  of  a 
country,  in  which  fo  many  projedls 
for  navigable  canals  have  been 
adopted.  And  he  concludes,  from 
many  well-concerted  trials,  the  re¬ 
lation  of  which  would  now  be  te¬ 
dious  to  you,  that  if  four  men  or 
horfes  be  required  to  draw  a  boat, 
in  deep  water ,  four  leagues  in  four 
hours ;  five  will  be  neceflary  to 

a  raw 
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draw  the  boat,  the  fame  dillance 
in  the  fame  time,  in  Jhallow  wa¬ 
ter. 

1  (hall  give  you  one  inllance 
more  of  the  advantages  of  fagaci- 
ous  attention,  which  may,  per¬ 
haps,  be  more  amufing  to  you, 
than  thofe  which  I  have  recited. 

A  playful  boy,  whofe  bufinefs  it 
was  to  open  and  clofe  alternately, 
the  communication  between  the 
boiler  and  the  cylinder  of  a  fire 
engine,  perceived  that  this  trouble 
might  readily  befaved.  Whenever, 
therefore,  he  wifhed  to  be  at  li¬ 
berty  to  divert  himfelf  with  his 
companions,  he  tied  a  firing  from 
the  handle  of  the  valve,  which 
formed  the  communication,  to  an¬ 
other  part  of  the  machine  that  was 
in  motion ;  and  the  valve  then 
performed  its  office  without  affift- 
ance.  The  boy’s  idlenefs  being 
remarked,  his  contrivance  foon 
became  known,  and  the  improve¬ 
ment  is  now  adopted  in  every  fire 
engine. 


Of  the  Alterations  that  have  happen¬ 
ed  in  the  CharaElers  of.  Nations , 
and  of  the  Caufes  by  which  they 
were  produced.  From  Helve- 
tius’j-  Freatife  on  Man . 

Eg  ACH  nation  has  its  particular 

[j  manner  of  feeing  and  feeling, 

which  forms  its  character:  and  in 
every  nation  its  character  either 
changes  on  a  fudden,  or  alters  by 
degrees,  according  to  the  fudden 
or  infenfible  alterations  in  the  form 
of  its  government,  and  conse¬ 
quently  of  its  public  education  A 
I  That  of  the  French,  which  has 


been  for  a  long  time  regarded  as 
gay,  was  not  always  fo.  The  em¬ 
peror  Julian  fays  of  the  Parisians, 
“  I  like  them,  becaufe  their  cha¬ 
racter,  like  mine,  is  auftere  and 
ferious.” 

The  chara&ers  of  nations  there¬ 
fore  change  :  but  at  what  period 
is  the  alteration  moll  perceptible  ? 
At  the  moment  of  revolution,  when 
a  people  pafs  on  a  fudden  from  li¬ 
berty  to  flavery.  Then  from  bold 
and  haughty  they  become  weak 
and  pufillanimous :  they  dare  not 
look  on  the  man  in  office  :  they 
are  inthralled,  and  it  is  of  little 
confequence  by  whom  they  are 
inthralled.  This  dejeCted  peo¬ 
ple  fay,  like  the  afs  in  the  fable, 
whoever  be  my  majler ,  I  cannot  carry 
a  heavier  load.  As  much  as  a  free 
citizen  is  zealous  for  the  glory  of 
his  nation,  fo  much  is  a  have  in¬ 
different  to  the  public  welfare.  His 
heart,  deprived  of  aClivity  and 
energy,  is  without  virtue,  without 
fpiric,  and  without  talents  ;  the  fa¬ 
culties  of  his  foul  are  ilupffied;  he 
becomes  indifferent  to  the  arts, 
commerce,  agriculture,  &c.  It  is 
not  for  fervile  hands,  fay  the  Eng- 
lifh,  to  till  and  fertilife  the  land* 
Simonides  entered  the  empire  of  a 
defpotic  fovereign,  and  found 
there  no  traces  of  men.  A  free 
people  are  courageous,  open,  hu¬ 
mane,  and  loyal.  A  nation  of 
haves  are  bale,  perfidious,  mali¬ 
cious,  and  barbarous:  they  pulh 
their  cruelty  to  the  greatell  excels* 
If  the  fevere  officer  has  all  to  fear 
from  the  refentment  of  the  injured 
foldier  on  the  day  of  battle,  that 
of  fedition  is  in  like  manner  for  the 
have  oppreffed,  the  long  expeCled 


*  The  form  of  government  under  which  we 
education. 


live  always  makes  a  part  of  our 

day 
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day  of  vengeance;  and  he  is  the 
more  enraged  in  proportion  as  fear 
has  held  his  fury  the  longer  re- 
flrained.* 

What  a  flriking  picture  of  a 
fudden  change  in  the  character  of 
a  nation  does  the  Roman  hiftory 
prefent  us.  What  people,  before 
the  elevation  of  the  Csefars,  fhewed 
more  force,  more  virtue,  more  love 
for  liberty,  and  horror  for  flavery  ? 
And  what  people,  when  the  throne 
of  the  Caelars  was  eftabli filed, 
fhewed  more  weaknefs  and  de¬ 
pravity?  Their  bafenefs  difgufted 
Tiberius. 

Indifferent  to  liberty,  when 
Trajan  offered  it,  they  refufed  it: 
they  difdained  that  liberty  their 
apceftors  had  purchafed  with  fo 
much  blood.  All  things  were  then 
changed  in  Rome  ;  and  that  de¬ 
termined  and  grave  chara&er  which 
diftinguiftied  its  firil  inhabitants, 
was  fucceeded  by  that  light  and 
frivolous  difpofition  with  which 
Juvenal  reproaches  them  in  his 
tenth  fatire. 

Let  us  exemplify  this  matter  by 
a  more  recent  change.  Compare 
the  Englifh  of  the  prefent  day  with 
thole  under  Henry  VIII.  Edward 
VI.  Mary,  and  Elizabeth  :  this 
people,  now  fo  humane, 'indulgent, 
learned,  free,  and  induftrious, 
fuch  lovers  of  the  arts  and  of  philo- 
fophy,  were  then  nothing  more 
than  a  nation  of  (laves,  inhuman 
and  fuperftitious;  without  arts  and 
without  indultry. 

When  a  prince  ufurps  over  his 
people  a  boundlefs  authority,  he  is 
fure  to  change  their  character,  to 
enervate  their  fouls;  to  render  them 


timid  and  bale.  From  that  mo¬ 
ment,  indifferent  to  glory,  his 
fubjeCts  loofe  that  charaCier  of  bold- 
nefs  and  confiancy  proper  to  fup- 
port  all  labours  and  brave  all  dan¬ 
gers:  the  weight  of  arbitrary 
power  deilroys  the  fpring  of  their 
emulation. 

Does  a  prince,  impatient  of 
contradiction,  give  the  name  of 
faCtious  to  the  man  of  veracity  ? 
He  'fubftitutes  In  his  nation  the  cha¬ 
racter  of  falflty  for  that  of  frank¬ 
ness*  If  in  thole  critical  moments 
the  prince,  giving  himfelf  up  to 
flatterers,  find  that  he  is  furround- 
ed  by  men  void  of  all  merit,  whom 
fhould  he  blame?  Himfelf:  for  it 
is  he  that  has  made  them  fuch. 

W  ho  could  believe,  when  he 
co raiders  the  evils  of  fervitude,  that 
there  were  Hi  1 1  princes  mean 
enough  to  wifh  to  reign  over  Haves; 
and  ftupid  enough  to  be  ignorant 
of  the  fatal  changes  that  defpotifm. 
produces  in  the  charaCler  of  their 
fubjeCts  ? 

What  is  arbitrary  power  ?  The 
feed  of  calamities,  that  Town  in  the 
bpiom  of  a  ltate  fpnngs  up  to  bear 
the  fruit  of  mifery  and  devaluation . 
Let  us  hear  the  Ring  of  Prufiia  : 
Nothing  is  better ,  fa  id  he,  in  a  dif- 
courfe  pronounced  to  the  academy 
of  Berlin,  than  an  arbitrary  govern¬ 
ment,  under  princes  juft ,  humane, \ 
ana  virtuous  :  nothing  voerfe ,  under 
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the  common  race  of  kings.  Now  how 
many  kings  are  there  of  the'  latiei: 
fort  J  and  how  many  fuch  as  Titus; 
Trajan,  and  Antoninus?  Theft 
are  the  thoughts  of  a  great  man 
What  elevation  of  mind,  wha 
Knowledge  does  not  fuch  a  declara 


The  depofition  of  Nabob  Jaffier-Aii-Kan,  related  in  the  Leyden  Gazetts 
of  the  23d  of  June,  1761,  is  a  proof  of  this. 
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tlon  fuppofe  in  a  monarch  ?  What 
in  fadl:  does  a  defpotic  power  an¬ 
nounce?  Often  ruin  to  the  defpot, 
and  always  to  his  poflerity. 
The  founder  of  fuch  a  power,  fets 
his  kingdom  on  a  fandv  founda¬ 
tion.  It  is  onlv  a  trahfient,  ill- 
judged  notion  of  royalty,  that  is, 
of  pride,  idlenefs,  or  fome  fimilar 
paflion,  which  prefers  the  exercife 
of  an  unjufi  and  cruel  defpotilm 
over  wretched  Haves,  to  that  of  a 
legitimate  and  friendly  power, 
over  a  free  and  happy  people.  Ar¬ 
bitrary  power  is  a  thoughtlefs  child, 
who  continually  facrifices  the  fu- 

J 

ture  to  the  prefent. 

The  moll  redoubtable  enemy  of 
the  public  welfare,  is  not  riot 
or  fedition,  but  defpotifm  :  it 
changes  the  character  of  a  nation, 
and  always  for  the  worfe:  it  pro¬ 
duces  nothing  but  vices.  .What¬ 
ever  might  be  the  power  of  an  In¬ 
dian  fultan,  he  could  never  form 
magnanimous  fubjerts  ;  he  would 
never  find  among  his  flaves  the  vir¬ 
tues  of  free  men.  Chymiftry  can 
extrart  no  more  gold  from  a  mixed 
body  than  it  includes;  and  the 
moil  arbitrary  power  can  draw  no¬ 
thing  from  a  Have  but  the  baienefs 
he  contains. 

Experience  then  proves  that  the 
character  and  fpirit  of  a  people 
change  wither  he  form  of  govern¬ 
ment  ;  and  that  a  different  go¬ 
vernment  gives  by  turns,  to  the 
fame  nation,  a  chararter  noble  or 
bafe,  firm  or  fickle,  courageous  or 
cowardly.  Men  therefore  are  en¬ 
dowed  at  their  birth,  either  with 
no  difpofition,  or  with  difpcficions 
to  all  vices  and  all  virtues ;  they 
are  therefore  nothing  more  than 
the  produce  of  their  education.  Jf 
the  Perfian  have  no  idea  of  liberty, 
and  the  favage  no  idea  of  fervicude. 
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it  is  the  effert  of  their  different  in- 
Hrurtion. 

Why,  fay  Grangers,  do  we  per¬ 
ceive  at  once,  in  all  the  French, 
the  fame  fpirit,  and  the  fame  cha¬ 
rarter,  like  the  fame  phyfiognomy 
in  all  Negroes  r  Becaufe  the  French 
do  not  judge  or  think  for  them- 
felves,  but  after  the  people  in 
power.  Their  manner  of  judging 
for  this  reafon  mull  be  fufficiently 
uniform.  It  is  with  Frenchmen  as! 
with  their  wives:  when  they  paint 
themfelves,  and  go  to  a  public 
Ihow,  they  all  feem  of  the  fame 
complexion.  I  know  that  with 
attention  we  can  always  difeover 
between  the  characters  and  under- 
flandings  of  individuals ;  but  to 
do  this  requires  time. 

The  ignorance  of  the  French, 
the  iniquity  of  their  police,  and 
the  influence  of  their  clergy,  ren¬ 
der  them  in  general  more  like  each, 
other  than  men  of  other  countries. 
Now  it  fuch  be  the  influence  of  the 
form  of  government  on  the  manners 
and  chararter  of  a  people,  what  al¬ 
teration  in  the  ideas  and  characters 
of  individuals  ought  not  to  be  pro¬ 
duced  by  the  alterations  that  hap¬ 
pen  in  their  fortune  and  fitua- 

1 

tion  ! 


On  the  Canfes  of  the  Decadency  of  an 
Empire  ;  from  the  fame . 

^TpHE  introduction  and  im- 
j[  provement  of  the  arts  and 
feiences  in  an  empire  do  not  occa- 
fion  its  decadency  ;  but  the  fame 
caufes  that  accelerate  the  progrefs 
of  the  feiences,  fometimes  produce 
the  molt  fatal  effeCts. 

There  are  nations  where,  by  a 
peculiar  feries  of  circum fiances,  the 
feeds  of  the  arts  and  feiences  do 
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not  fprmg  up  till  the  moment  the 
manners  begin  to  corrupt. 

A  certain  number  of  men  a f- 
iemble  to  form  a  Tociety.  Thefe 
men  found  a  city  :  their  neigh¬ 
bours  fee  it  rife  up,.  with  a  jealous 
eye.  The  inhabitants  of  that  city, 
forced  to  be  at  once  labourers  and 
foldiers,  make  ufe  bv  turns  of  the 
fpade  and  the  fwor.d.  What  in 
iuch  a  country  is  the  neceffary 
fcience  and  virtue?  The  military 
art  and  valour  ;  they  alone  are 
there  refpedted.  Every  ot  er 
Icience  and  virtue  is  there  un¬ 
known.  Such  was  the  date  of  rif- 
ing  Rome:  when  weak  and  fur- 
rounded  by  warlike  nations,  it 
with  difficulty  fuftained  their  at¬ 
tacks.  Its  glory  and  power  ex¬ 
tended  over  the  whole  earth  ;  it 
acquired  however  the  one  and  the 
other  but  flowly :  ages  of  triumphs 
were  neceffary  to  fubjedt  their 
neighbours.  Now  when  the  fur¬ 
rounding  nations  were  fubdued, 
there  arofe,  from  the  form  of  their 
government,  civil  wars,  which 
were  fucceeded  by  thofe  with  fo¬ 
reigners ;  fo  that  it  cannot  be 
imagined,  while  the  citizens  were 
engaged  in  the  different  employ¬ 
ments  of  magiiirates  and  foldiers, 
and  inceffantly  agitated  with  ftrong 
hopes  and  fears,  they  could  enjoy 
theleifure  and  tranquility  neceffary 
to  the  ftudy  of  the  fciences. 

In  every  country  where  thefe 
©vents  fucceed  each  other  in  a  re¬ 
gular  feries,  the  only  period  fa¬ 
vourable  to  letters  is,  unfortunate¬ 
ly,  that  when  the  civil  wars,  the 
troubles  and  factions  being'  extin- 

^  O 

guifhed*  liberty  is  expiring,  as  in 
the  time  of  Auguftus,  under  the 
llrokes  of  defpotifm.  Now  this 
period 'precedes,,  but  a  fhort  time. 


the  decadency  of  an  empire.  Tbd 
arts  and  fciences  however  then 
flourilh ;  and  that  for  two  rea- 
fons. 

The  frit  is  the  force  of  men’ 
paffions.  In  the  hr  ft  moments  o 
ilavery,  their  minds,  Hill  agitated 
by  the  remembrance  of  their  loft 
liberty,  are  like  the  fea  after  a 
tempeft.  The  citizen  Hill  burns 
with  a  defire  to  render  himfelf  il~ 
luffrious ;  but  his  iituation  is  al¬ 
tered.  He  cannot  have  his  buff 
placed  by  that  of  Timoffion,  Pelo- 
pidas,  or  Brutus.  He  cannot  de¬ 
liver  his  name  down  to  poderity 
as  the  deftroyer  of  tyrants,  and 
the  avenger  of  liberty.  His  ftatue 
may  however  be  placed  by  thofe 
of  Homer,  Epicurus,  or  Archi¬ 
medes.  This  he  knows/ and  there¬ 
fore,  if  there  be  but  one  fort  of 
glory  to  which  he  can  afpire,  if  it 
be  with  the  laurels  of  the  Mufes 
alone  that  he  can  be  crowned,  it 
is  in  the  career  of  the  arts  and 
fciences  he  prepares  to  feek  them, 
and  it  is  then  that  arife  illuf- 
trious  men  of  every  literary  profef- 
iiom. 

The  fecond  of  thefe  caufes  is  the 
intereft  fovereigns  then  have  to  en¬ 
courage  the  progrefs  of  the  fcien¬ 
ces.  At  the  moment  that  defpo¬ 
tifm  is  eltablifhed,  what  does  the 
monarch  defire  ?  To  infpire  his 

„  k. 

fubjedls  with  a  love  of  the  arts  and 
fciences.  What  does  he  fear  r 
That  they  fhould  reflect  cm  their 
fetters,  bluili  at  their  fervitude,  and 
again  turn  their  looks  towards  li¬ 
berty.  He  would  therefore  by 
employing  their  minds  make  them 
forget  their  bafe  condition ;  He 
confequently  prefents  them  with 
new  objects  of  glory.  As  an  hy¬ 
pocritical  iautor  of  the  arts  and 

fcience  & 
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fciences,  he  (hows  the  more  regard 
to  the  man  ot  genius  the  more  he 
his  feels  the  want  of  eulogies. 

The  manners  of  a  nation  do  not 
change  the  moment  defpotifm  is 
eftabfifhed.  The  fpirit  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  is  free  fome  time  after  thetr 
hands  are  tied.  During  thefe'firft 
moments  illuftrious  men  hill  pre- 
ferve  fome  confideration.  The  ty¬ 
rant  therefore  loads  them  with  fa¬ 
vours,  that  they  may  load  him 
with  praiies,  and  men  of  great  ta¬ 
lents  are  too  often  feduced  to  be¬ 
come  the  panegyrifts  of  uiurpation 
and  tyranny. 

What  motives  can  induce  them 
to  it  ;  fometimes  meannefs  and 
frequently  gratitude.  It  rauft  be 
con  felled,  that  every  great  revolu¬ 
tion  in  an  empire  fuppofes  great 
talents  in  him  by  whom  it  is  pro¬ 
duced,  or  at  leal!  fome  brilliant 
vice,  that  aftoniiliment  and  gra¬ 
titude  metarnorphole  into  vir¬ 
tue. 

Such  is,  at  the  time  of  the  efta- 
blifnment  of  defpotilm,  the  pro¬ 
ductive  caufe  of  great  accomplifti- 
ments  in  the  arts  and  fciences.  The 
fir  ft  moments  paft,  if  the  fame 
country  become  barren  in  men 
of  talent,  it  is  becaufe  the  ty¬ 
rant  being  then  well  eftabliihed  on 
his  throne  is  no  longer  in  want  of 
their  aftiftance.  So  that  the  reign 
of  the  arts  and  fciences  in  a  ftate 
feldom  extends  above  a  century  or 
two.  The  aloe  is  an  emblem  of 
the  production  of  the  fciences  in 
every  ftate;  a  hundred  years  are 
neceflary  to  ftrengthen  its  root 
and  make  it  put  forth  its  branches  ; 
it  then  fhoots  up,  flowers,  and 
dies. 

If  in  each  empire  the  fciences 
juft  (hoot  up  and  then  wither,  it 
is  becaufe  the  motives  proper  to 


produce  men  of  genius,  do  not 
commonly  exert  themfelves  there 
more  than  once.  It  is  at  the  high- 
eft  period  of  grandeur,  that  a  na¬ 
tion  commonly  produces  the  fruits 
of  the  arts  and  fciences.  While 
three  or  four  generations  of  illuf¬ 
trious  men  pals  away,  the  people 
change  their  manners  and  link 
into  fervitude ;  their  minds  have 
loft  their  energy ;  there  is  no 
ftrong  pallion  remains  to  put  them 
in  adtion.  The  tyrant  no  longer 
excites  the  people  to  the  puriuic 
of  any  kind  of  glory.  It  is  not 
talents,  but  bafenefs,  he  now  ho¬ 
nours  :  and  genius,  if  it  ftiii  re¬ 
main,  lives  and  dies  unknown  to 
its  own  country  :  it  is  like  the 
orange-tree,  that  flourifhes,  per¬ 
fumes  the  air,  and  dies  in  a  de¬ 
fart. 

Defpotifm ,  while  it  is  gaining 
ground,  fuffers  men  to  fay  what 
they  will,  while  they  fuffer  it  to 
do  what  it  will:  but  once  efta- 
blifhed,  it  forbids  all  talking, 
writing,  or  thinking.  The  minds 
of  men  then  fink  into  an  apa¬ 
thy  :  all  the  inhabitants  become 
Haves,  curfe  the  breaft  that  gave 
them  milk,  and  under  fuch  a  go¬ 
vernment,  every  new  birth  is  an 
increafe  of  mifery. 

Genius,  there  chained,  drags  its 
irons  heavily  along;  it  does  not 
fly,  it  creeps.  The  fciet?.ces  are 
neglected  ;  ignorance  is-  honour¬ 
ed,  and  every  man  of  difcern- 
ment  declared  an  enemy  to  the 
ftate.  In  the  kingdom  of  the 
blind,  v/ho  is  the  molt  odious? 
He  thac  can  fee  clearly.  If  the 
blind  feize  hirn,  his  deftruCtion  is 
certain.  Now,  in  the  empire  of  ig¬ 
norance,  the  fame  fate  attends  the 
enlightened  inhabitant.  The  prefs 
is  there  the  more  reftrained,  as  the 
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views  of  the  minifter  are  more  con¬ 
fined.  Under  the  reign  of  a  Fre¬ 
derick,  or  an  Antoninus,  we  may 
fay  what  we  will,  think  and  write 
what  we  wills  under  other  reigns 
we  muft  be  filent. 

The  underftanding  of  the  prince 
is  always  manifefted  by  the  efteem 
and  confederation  he  pays  to  ta¬ 
lents.  The  favour  he  Blows  them, 
far  from  injuring,  benefits  the 
Hate. 

The  arts  and  fciehces  are  the 
glory  of  a  nation,  and  increafe  its 
prosperity.  It  is,  therefore,  to 
defpotifm  alone,  which  is  interalli¬ 
ed  at  fir  ft  in  preceding  them,  and 
not  to  the  faiences  themfelves,  we 
fhould  attribute  the  decadence  of 
an  empire.  When  the  fovereign  of 
a  mighty  nation  has  put  on  the 
crown  of  arbitrary  power,  the 

j  r  7 

people  become  daily  more  enfee¬ 
bled. 

The  pomp  of  an  eaftern  em¬ 
pire,  can  without  doubt  impofe  on 
the  vulgar,  who  may  eftimate  the 
force  of  the  nation*  by  the  mag¬ 
nificence  of  its  palaces.  The  wife 
man  judges  differently;  it  is  by 
that  very  magnificence,  he  efti- 
mates  its  weakneis.  He  fees  no¬ 
thing  more  in  that  ioipofmg  pomp* 
in  the  midft  of  which  the  tyrant  fits 
enthroned,  than  a  fumpluous  and 
mournful  decoration  of  the  dead  j 
than  the  apparatus  of  a  fiaftuous 
funeral,  in  the  center  of  which  is 
a  cold  and  lifelefs  body,  a  lump 
of  unanimated  earth  :  in  fhort,  a 
phantom  of  power,  ready  to  difap- 
pear  before  the  enemy  by  whom 
it  is  defpifed.  A  great  nation, 
where  despotic  power  is  at  1  aft  efta- 
blilhed,  resembles  an  oak  that  has 
been  crowned  by  ages.  Its  ma- 
jeftic  trunk,  and  the  largenefs  of 
its  branches*  ftill  declare  its'prif- 


tine  force,  and  grandeur ;  it  feerhf 
ftill  to  be  the  monarch  of  the  woods* 
but  its  true  ftate  is  that  of  deca¬ 
dency  ;  its  branches,  defpoiled  of 
their  leaves,  and  deftitute  of  the 
fpirit  of  life,  are  half- withered* 
and  fome  of  them  continually 
broken  off  by  the  wind.  Such  is 
the  ftate  of  a  nation  fubdited  by 
arbitrary  power. 


Letters  from  Lord  Chefterfield  to  Ah 
derman  Georp-e  Faulkner. 


Bath,  Nov; 

MY  GOOD  FRIEND,  iy 

I  .ALWAYS  expert  your  packets 
with  impatience,  and  receive 
them  with  pleafure;  but  that  plea- 
fare  would  be  much  more  complete* 
if  fome  productions  of  your  own 
nowand  then  accompanied  the  ex¬ 
cellent  ones  which  you  fend  me  of 
other  people.  I  muft  freely  tell 
you,  that  you  have  been  long 
enough  the  celebrated  and  fuccefs- 
ful  man-midwife  of  other  people’s 
conceptions,  .and  it  is  now  high 
time  that  you  fhould  take  up  the 
other  end  of  the  bufinefs*  and  be¬ 
get,  conceive,  and  bear  fruit  your- 
felf.  The  m oft  ijluftrious  of  you? 
predeceffors  did  fo„  The  Ste¬ 
phens’s,  the  Aidufes*  and  many 
others,  asfted  as  men-- midwives  to 
the  greateft  authors  5  but  then  they 
aded  as  men  too,  and  begot,  as 
well  as  delivered  i  and  indeed  there 
is  fuch  a  relation  and  connedtion 
between  thofe  two  operations,  that 
it  is  next  to  irnpoffible  that  end 
who  has  been  fo  able  as  you  have 
been  in  the  one,  fhould* be  defi¬ 
cient  in  the  other.  You  have  more¬ 
over  one  advantage  which  the  great- 
eft  of  your  typographical  prede- 
cefibrs  had  not.  They  were  ne- 

ver 


MISCELLANEOUS  ESSAYS.  193 


Ver  per fon ally  acquainted  with  Ho¬ 
race,  Virgil,  Cicero,  and  others, 
\vhofe  productions  they  brought  to 
light,  but  were  obliged  to  exhibit 
them  in  the  always- im  per  left,  of¬ 
ten-deformed,  date  in  which  they 
found  them,  in  ragged  and  worm- 
eaten  vellum  and  parchment. 
Whereas  you  have  been  always  at 
the  fountain  head  ;  you  have  not 
only  printed  and  read,  but  you 
have'  heard  Swift,  Berkeley,  and 
all  the  bed  authors  of  the  frifh 
Augudan  age.  You  have  con  verfed 
with,  you  have  been  informed,  and 
to  my  knowledge  ctiniulted  by 
them.  Should  you  alk  me,  my 
friend,  what  fort  of  work  I  would 
particularly  point  out  to  you,  I  can 
only  anfwer,  confult  your  genius, 
which  will  bed  direCt  you  ;  if  it 
does  not  lead  you,  or  rather  hurry 
you,  whether  you  will  or  pot,  into 
poetry,  do  not  attempt  verfe,  but 
take  the  more  common  manner  of 
writing,  which  is  profe.  Cicero 
himfelf  had  better  have  done  fo. 
A  Typograpbia  Hibsrnica ,  which  no 
man  in  the  kingdom  is  more  capa¬ 
ble  of  doing  well  than  yourfelf, 
would  be  a  ufeful  work,  and  be¬ 
coming  your  character.  I  do  not 
recommend  to  you  any  ludicrous 
performances  :  they  mud  flow  na¬ 
turally,  or  they  are  good  for  no¬ 
thing  ;  and  though,  were  it  only 
by  your  long  and  amicable  collifion 
with  Sheridan,  Delany,  Swift, 
and  others,  you  mud  be  very 
itrongly  impregnated  with  parti¬ 
cles  of  wit  and  humour,  yet  I  take 
your  natural  turn  to  be  grave  and 
philofophical.  A  collection  of 
Anas  would  admit  of  all  fubjeCts, 
and,  in  a  volume  or  two  of  Svvif- 
tiana,  you  might  both  give  and 
take  a  fample  of  yourfelf,  by  flip¬ 
ping  in  fome  Faulkneriana ;  the 
Vom  XX, 


fuccefs  of  which  would,  I  am  per- 
fuaded,  engage  you  to  go  further. 
Biography  flipuld,  in  my  mind, 
be  your  next  flep,  for  which  you 
appear  to  be  thoroughly  qualified, 
by  the  clear  and  impartial  ac-, 
counts,  which  your  hebdomadal 
labours  give  of  the  deaths  of  all 
people  of  note.  Hiflory  would 
foon  follow,  which  in  truth  you 
have  been  writing  thefe  many  years, 
though  perhaps  without  thinking 
fo  :  what  is  hi  dory  but  a  collection 
of  fads  and  dates  ?  your  Journal 
is  a  collection  of  faCts  and  dates  ; 
then,  what  is  your  Journal  but 
hiftory  ?  Our  friend,  the  chief  ba¬ 
ron,  with  whom  I  have  often  talk  ¬ 
ed  upon  this  fubjeCt,  has  always 
agreed  with  me,  that,  in  the  fit- 
nefs  of  things,  it  was  neceflary 
you  fliould  bean  author,  and  I  am 
very  lure  that  if  you  confult  him, 
he  will  join  with  me  in  exhorting 
you  to  fet  about  it  forthwith. 
Whenever  you  aiTume  that  cha¬ 
racter,  I  claim  a  very  drong  dedi¬ 
cation  with  the  fird  copy  of  the 
work,  as  an  old  friend,  which, 
joking  apart,  I  fmcerely  am,  and 

Your  humble  fervant. 

Chesterfield, 

My  worthy  Friend,  e  Biackhesth, 

J  }  Sept.  1  1753. 

THOUGH  I  am  very  forry  for 
your  quarrels  in  Ireland,  by  which 
I  am  fure  the  public  mud  fuller, 
let  who  will  prevail,  I  gladly  ac¬ 
cept  your  kind  offer  of  fending  me 
the  controveriial productions  of tlie^ 
belligerant  parties.  Pray  do  nor 
think  any  of  thofe  polemical  pieces 
too  low,  too  grub-dreet,  or  too 
fcurrilous  to  fend  me  ,  for  I  have 
leifure  to  read  them  all,  and  pre¬ 
fer  them  infinitely  to  all  othesf 
O  e’ontr©'- 
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controverfial  performances.  I  have 
often  wl fhed,  and  wifh  it  now  more 
than  ever,  that  you  were  in  par¬ 
liament,  where,  in  my  opinion, 
your  coolnefs,  gravity,  and  impar¬ 
tiality,  would  greatly  contribute  to 
calm  if  not  to  cure  thofe  animofl- 
ties.  Virgil  feems  prophetically  to 
have  pointed  at  you,  in  his  de- 
fcription  of  a  perfon  qualified  to 
footh  and  moderate  popular  tu¬ 
mults.  Thefearethe  lines,  which 
will  perhaps  be  more  intelligent  to 
us  both  in  Dryden’s  translation, 
than  in  the  original : 

If  then  fome  grave  and  pious  man  appear. 
They  hulh  their  noife,  and  lend  a  liften- 
ing  ear ; 

He  fooths,  with  fober  words,  their  angry 
mood, 

And  quenches  their  innate  defire  of  blood, 

I  am  not  very  fuperftitious  ;  but  I 
am  perfuaded  that,  if  you  were 
to  try  the  Sortes  Virgiliantf,  you 
would  open  the  book  at  the  very 
place.  That  incomparable  and  re¬ 
ligious  prince,  king  Charles  the 
firft,  confulted  them  with  great 
faith,  and  to  his  great  informa¬ 
tion. 

There  is  one  thing  which  I  would 
rather  know,  than  all  the  contend¬ 
ing  parties  in  Ireland  fay  or  write 
againft  each  other,  and  that  is, 
your  real  fentiments  upon  the 
whole  ;  but  all  that  I  know  of  them 
is,  that  I  (hall  never  know  them  ; 
fuch  is  your  candour,  and  fuch  is 
your  caution.  The  celebrated 
Attic  us"  feems  to  have  been  your 
prototype.  He  kept  well  with  all 
parties,  fo  do  you ;  he  was  trufted 
and  confulted  by  individuals  on 
all  fides,  fo  are  you ;  he  wrote 
fome  hifiories,  fo  have  you  ;  he 
was  the  moll  eminent  bookfeBer  of 
the  age  he  lived  in,  fo  are  you ; 


and  he  died  immenfely  rich,  and 
fo  will  you.  It  is  true  he  was  a 
knight,  and  you  are  not,  but  that 
you  know  is  your  own  fault ;  and 
he  was  an  epicurean,  and  you  are  a 
ftoic. 

For  the  next  feven  weeks  pray 
direct  your  pacquets  to  me  at  Bath, 
where  I  am  going  next  week,  as 
deaf  as  ever  your  friend  the  dean 
was,  and  full  as  much,  though  not 
fo  profitably. 

Your  friend  and  fervant. 

Chesterfield. 

Pray  make  my  compliments  to 
your  friend  Mr.  Briftow  when  you 
fee  him. 


,  »  it'-  j  London,  [an. 

My  worthy  Friend,  ^ 

MANY  thanks  to  you  for  your 
letter,  many  thanks  to  you  for  your 
almanack,  and  more  thanks  to  you 
for  your  friend  Swift’s  Works,  in 
which  laft,  to  borrow  an  exprelfion 
of  Cibber’s,  you  have  outdone 
your  ufual  outdoings ;  for  the  paper 
is  whit-ifh,  and  the  ink  is  black- 
ifli.  I  only  wifh  that  the  margin 
had  been  a  little  broader ;  how¬ 
ever,  without  flattery,  it  beats  El- 
ziver,  Aldus,  Vafcofan,  and  I  make 
no  doubt  but  that,  in  feven  or 
eight  hundred  years,  the  learned 
and  the  curious  in  thofe  times,  will, 
like  the  learned  and  curious  in 
thefe,  who  prefer  the  impreilion  of 
a  book  to  the  matter  of  it,  colled: 
with  pains  and  expence  all  the 
books  that  were  publiflted  ex  Ty¬ 
pography  Faulkneriana. — But  I 
am  impatient  to  congratulate  you 
upon  your  late  triumph  ;  you  have 
made  (if  you  will  forgive  a  quib¬ 
ble  upon  fo  ferious  a  fubjed)  your 
enemy  your  foot-liool  ;  a  vidory 
which  the  divine  Socrates  had  not 
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influence  enough  to  obtain  at 
Athens  over  Aritlophanes,  nor  the 
great  Pompey  at  Rome,  over  the 
actor  who  had  the  influence  to 
abufe  him  under  the  name  of  Mag¬ 
nus,  by  which  he  was  univerfaliy 
known,  and  to  tell  him  from  the 
ft  age,  Miferiis  noflris  Magnus  Mag¬ 
nus  es.  A  man  of  lefs  philofophy 
than  yourielf, would,  perhaps,  have 
chaftifed  Mr.  Foote  corporally,  and 
have  made  him  feel  that  your 
wooden  leg  which  he  mimicked, 
had  an  avenging  arm  to  protect 
at ;  but  you  fcorned  fo  inglorious 
a  victory,  and  called  juftice  and 
the  laws  of  your  country  to  pu- 
nifh  the  criminal,  and  to  avenge 
your  caufe.  You  triumphed  ;  and 
I  heartily  join  my  weak  voice  to  the 
loud  acclamations  of  the  good  citi¬ 
zens  of  Dublin  upon  this  occafion. 
I  take  it  for  granted  that  fome  of 
your  many  tributary  wits  have  al¬ 
ready  prefented  you  with  gratula- 
tory  poems,  odes,  &c.  upon  this 
fubjeCt :  I  own  I  had  fome  thoughts 
myfeif  of  infcribing  a  fhort  poem 
to  you  upon  your  triumph  :  but  to 
tell  you  the  truth,  when  I  had 
writ  not  above  two  thoufand  verfes 
of  it,  my  mufe  forfook  me,  my 
poetic  vein  flopped,  I  threw  away 
my  pen,  and  I  burned  my  poem, 
to  the  irreparable  lofs  not  only  of 
the  prefent  age,  but  alfo  of  lateff 
pofterity. 

I  very  ferioufly  andftncerely  wilh 
you  a  great  many  very  happy  new 
years,  and  am 

Y~our  mod  faithful 
friend  and  fervant. 
Chesterfield. 

T  like  your  mefienger,  young 
Dunkin,  mightily:  he  is  a  very 
fenfible  well-behaved  young  man. 


An  Epitaph,  by  Dr.  Percival* 

To  the  Memory 
of 

Sylvia - — , 

A  chearful  companion* 
faithful  friend  ; 
and 

real  Philofopher, 
if 

Obedience  to  God, 
Conformity  to  Nature* 
and  Benevolence  to  Man  ; 
with  unaffeCted  indifference 
to 

Profit,  Power,  or  Fame* 
be  true  Philofophy* 

She 

mingled  in  all  companies, 
yet  preferved 

her  native  fimplicity  of  manners; 
and 

was  careffed  by  the  profligate, 
vvhilft  fhe  reproved  their 
Vices, 

by  her  good  example* 

Her  Religion 

was  untainted  with  Bigotry, 
although  lhe  doubted  of  no 
Articles  of  Faith ; 
and 

fhe  fteadily  maintained 
Paflive  Obedience  and  Non-refiftailce, 
without  becoming 
a  Partizan  in  Politics* 
Spotlefs  as  a  Saint 
ftie  lived  ;  and  died  a  Martyr.  # 
This  Monument 

blazons  no  feigned  Virtues  of  the 
Dead, 

to  flatter  the  Vanity  of  the 
Living ; 

for  it  is  ereCted  not  to  a 
Woman, 
but 

a  Spaniel-  f 


*  To  the  apprehenfions  of  canine  madnefs  ;  fee  Dr.  Percival’s  Moral  Taies, 
Vol.  z.  page  62. 

f  A  monument,  in  Lord  Temple’s  gardens  at  Stowe,  fuggefled  this  infcription* 
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ODE  for  the  N  E  W  -  Y  E  A  R,  1777' 

Written  hy  W.  Whitehead,  Efp 

AGAIN  imperial  Winter’s  fway 
Bids  the  earth  and  air  obey. 

Throws  o’er  yon  hoftile  lakes  his  icy  bar. 

And,  for  a  while,  fufpends  the  rage  of  war/ 

O  may  it  ne’er  revive  !- - -Ye  wife. 

Ye  juft,  ye  virtuous,  and  ye  brave. 

Leave  fell  contention  to  the  fons  of  vice. 

And  join  your  powers  to  fave. 

Enough  of  flaughter  have  ye  known. 

Ye  wayward  children  of  a  diftant  clime  j 
For  you  we  heave  the  kindred  groan. 

We  pity  your  misfortune  and  your  crime,- 
Stop,  parricides,  the  blow, 

O  find  another  foe  1 
And  hear  a  parent’s  dear  requeft. 

Who  longs  to  clafp  you  to  her  yielding  breaff. 

What  change  would  ye  require  ?  What  form 
"  Ideal,  floats  in  fancy’s  iky  ? 

Ye  fond  enthufiafts,.  break  the  charm. 

And  let  cool  reafon  clear  the  mental  eye. 

On  Britain’s  well-mix’d  ftate  alone 
True  liberty  has  fix’d  her  throne. 

Where  law’,  not  man,  an  equal  rule  maintains : 

Can  freedom  e’er  be  found  where  many  a  tyrant  reigns  / 

United,  let  us  all  thofe  bleflings  find. 

The  God  of  nature  meant  mankind. 

Whatever  of  error,  ill  redreft, 

Whate’erof  pailion,  ill  repreft, 

Whate’er  the  wicked  have  conceiv’d. 

And  folly’s  heed fefs  -fons  believ’d. 

Let  ail  lie  buried  in  oblivion’s  flood, 

And  our  great  cement  he*  the  public  good. 
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ODE  for  his  M  A  J  E  S  T  Y’s  Birth-day,  1777. 

Written  hy  W.  Whitehead,  Efq. 

DRIVEN  out  from  Heav’n’s  etherial  domes. 

On  earth  infatiate  Difcord  roams. 

And  fpreads  her  baleful  influence  far  : 

On  wretched  man  her  fcorpion  flings 
Around  th’infldious  fury  flings. 

Corroding  every  blifs,  and  fharp’ning  every  care. 

Hence,  demon,  hence  !  in  tenfold  night 
Thy  Stygian  fpells  employ, 

Nor  with  thy  prefence  blalt  the  light 
Of  that  aufpicious  day,  which  Britain  gives  to  joy. 

But  come,  thou  fofeer  deity, 

Fairell  Unanimity  ! 

Not  more  fair  the  Aar  that  leads 
Bright  Aurora’s  glowing  fteeds, 

Or  on  Hefper’s  front  that  fhines 
When  the  garifh  day  declines  ; 

Bring  thy  ufual  train  along, 

Feftive  dance  and  choral  fong, 

Lofe-rob’d  fport,  from  folly  free. 

And  mirth,  chaftis’d  by  decency. 

Enough  of  war  the  penfive  Mufe  has  fung, 

Enough  of  daughter  trembled  on  her  tongue  ; 

Fairer  prolpedts  let  her  bring 

Than  hollile  fields  and  feenes  of  blood  ; 

If  happier  hours  are  on  the  wing, 

Wherefore  damp  the  coming  good  ? 

If  again  our  tears  mull  flow1'. 

Why  foreAal  the  future  woe  ? 

Bright-eye’d  Hope,  thy  pleading  power 
Gilds  at  leaA  the  prefenc  hour. 

Every  anxious  thought  beguiles, 

Dreffes  every  face  in  fmiles. 

Nor  lets  one  tranfient  cloud  the  blifs  deftroy 
Of  that  aufpicious  day,  which  Britain  gives  tojoy. 
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EPILOGUE  to  the  T  ragedy  of  Semiram  is. 
Written  hy  R.  B.  Sheridan,  Efq. 


Spoken  by  Mrs.  Yates. 


ISHE  VELL’D  flill,  like  Afia’s  bleeding  Queen, 
Shall  I  with  jeAs  deride  the  tragic  feene  ? 


No 
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No,  beauteous  mourners  ’—from  whofe  downcaft  eyes^ 

The  Muse  has  drawn  her  nobleft  facrifice  I 
Whofe  gentle  bofoms.  Pity’s  Altars—bear 
The  cryftal  incenfe  of  each  falling-  tear  !  — 

There  lives  the  Poets  praife  !  no  Critic  art 
Can  match  the  comment  of  a  feeling  heart  ! 

When  gen’ral  plaudits  fpeak  the  Fable  o’er-r*? 

Which  mute  attention  had  approv’d  before, 

Tho’  ruder  fpirits  love  th’  accuftonpd  j eft 
Which  chafes  for  row  from  the  vulgar  breaft. 

Still  hearts  refin’d  their  fadden’d  tint  retain— 

The  figh  is  pleafure  !  and  the  jell  is  pain  !  — 

Scarce  have  they  fniiles,  to  honour  grace,  or  wit,  > 

-—Tho5  Rofcius  fpoke  the  verfe  himfelf  had  writ ! 

Thus  thro’  the  time,  when  vernal  fruits  receive 
The  grateful  fhow’rs  that  hang  on  April’s  eve  ; 

Tho’  every  coarfer  Item  of  Foreft  birch 
Throws  with  the  morning  beam  its  dews  to  earth, 
w  - — Ne’er  does  the  gentle  Rofe  revive  fo  foon. 

But,  bath’d  in  nature’s  tears,  it  droops  ’till  noon. 

O  could  the  Mufe  one  fimple  moral  teach  ! 

From  fcenes  like  thefe,  which  all  who  heard  might  reach  !— > 
Thou  child  of  fympathy — whoe’er  thou  art. 

Who  with  Aftyria’s  Queen  haft  wept  thy  part,— 

Go  fearcb,  where  keener  woes  demand  relief, 

G  0 — -while  thy  heart  yet  beats  with  fancy’d  grief | 

Thy  lip  ftill  confcious  of  the  recent  figh, 

Thegraceful  tear  ftill  lingering  in  thy  eye,— 

Go — and  on  real  mifery  beftow 
The  blefs’d  efFulton  of  fictitious  woe  ! 

So  {hall  our  Mufe,  fupreme  of  all  the  nine, 

Beferve,  indeed,  the  title  of— Divine- 
Virtue  (hall  own  her  favour’d  from  above. 

And  Pity— greet  her— with  a  filter’s  love, 

PROLOGUE  to  the  Word  to  the  WhsE,  performed  for  the 
tiejit  oj  Mrs.  K.  e  l  l  y  and  her  Children.  By  Dr ,  Johnson. 

Spoken  by  Mr.  Hull. 

HIS  night  prefents  a  play,  which  public  rage, 

•f-  Or  right,  or  wrong,  once  hooted  from  the  Page* 

From  ^eal  or  malice  now  no  more  we  dread. 

For  Englilh  vengeance  -wars  not  -with  the  dead. 

A  generous  foe  regards,  with  pitying  eye. 

The  man  whom  Face  has  laid  where  all  muft  lie, 

*  '  1  •  ♦-  +'  *  a  •  •  -  .  < 
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To  wit,  reviving  from  its  author’s  dull. 

Behind,  ye  judges,  or  at  leaft  be  juft  ; 

For  no  renew’d  hoftilities  invade 
Th’  oblivious  grave’s  inviolable  (hade. 

Let  one  great  payment  every  claim  appeafb, 

And  him  who  cannot  hurt,  allow  to  pleafe  ; 

To  pleafe  by  feenes  unconfcicus  of  offeree. 

By  harmlefs  merriment,  or  ufeful  fenfe. 

Where  aught  of  bright,  or  fair,  the  piece  difplays. 
Approve  it  only- — ’tis  too  late  to  praife. 

If  want  of  (kill,  or  want  of  care,  appear. 

Forbear  to  hifs — the  poet  cannot  hear. 

By  all,  like  him,  muft  praife  and  blame  be  found. 
At  belt,  a  fleeting  gleam,  or  empty  found. 

Yet  then  (hall  calm  reflexion  blefs  the  night. 

When  liberal  pity  dignify’d  delight ; 

When  Pleafure  fir’d  her  torch  at  Virtue’s  flame. 
And  Mirth  was  Bounty  with  a  humbler  name. 


PROLOGUE  to  the  School  for  Scandal.  By  Mr.  Garrick, 

Spoken  by  Mr.  Kinq. 

AS C  HO  O L  for  Scandal !  Tell  me,  I  befeech  you. 

Needs  there  a  School— this  modifti  art  to  teach  you  ? 

No  need  of  leflbns  now — the  knowing  think 
We  might  as  well  be  taught  to  eat  and  drink. 

Caus’d  by  a  dearth  of  Scandal,  fhould  the  vapours 
Diftrefs  our  fair  ones  —  let  ’em  read  the  papers  : 

Their  pow’rful  mixtures  fuch  diforders  hit, 

Crave  what  they  will,  there’s  quantum  fufficit.  \ 

Lord  !  cries  my  Lady  Wormwood ,  (who  loves  tattle. 

And  puts  much  fa*t  and  pepper  in  her  prattle) 

Juft  ris’n  at  noon,  all  night  at  cards,  when  threlhing 
Strong  tea  and  Scandal— blefs  me,  how  refreshing! 

Give  me  the  papers,  Lifp — how  bold  and  free — 
f‘  Laft  night  Lord  L.—  (fip*)— was  caught  with  Lady  D.” 

—  For  aching  heads,  what  charming  falvolatile  1 — (ftps) — 

If  Mrs.  B.  will  ftill  continue  flirting. 

We  hope  (he’ll  drawy  or  we’ll  utidrawy  the  curtain.’* 

Fine  fatire,  poz — In  public  all  abufe  it. 

But  by  ourfel vts—r-(fips) — our  praife  we  can’t  refufe  it. 

Now,  Lifp,  read  you — there  at  that  da(h  and  ftar — 

Yes,  Ma’am — “  A  certain  Lord  had  beft  beware, 
f‘  Who  lives  not  twenty  miles  from  Grofv’nor-fquare  ; 

*«  For  fhould  he  Lady  W -  find  willing  — 

ci  Wormwood  is  bitter.” — Oh  !  that’s  me— the  villain  1 
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Throw  it  behind  the  fire,  and  never  more 
Let  that  vile  paper  come  within  my  door. 

Thus  at  our  friends  we  laugh,  who  feel  the  dart; 
To  reach  our  feelings,  we  ourfelves  mull:  fmart. 

Is  our  young  bard  fo  young-*- to  think  that  he 
Can  flop  the  full  fpring-tide  of  calumny  ? 

Knows  he  the  world  fo  little,  and  its  trade  ? 

/Mas  !  the  Devil’s  (boner  rais’d  than  laid . 
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So  Itrong,  fo  fwift,  the  monfter,  there’s  no  gagging  ; 
Cut  Scandal  s  head  off — -Hill  the  tongue  is  wagging. 
Proud  of  your  Indies,  once  Iavifhly  bellow ?d. 

Again  your  young  Don  Quixote  takes  the  road  ; 

To  fhew  his  gratitude — he  draws  his  pen. 

And  feeks  this  Hydra  Scandal  in  its  den  * 

From  his  fell  gripe  the  frighted  fair  to  fave, 

Tho’  he  fhould  fall — th?  attempt  mufc  pleafe  the  brave  ; 
For  your  applaufe,  all  perils  he  would  thro’. 

He’ll  fight-— that’s  write-— a  cavalliero  true, 

"’Till  ev’ry  drop  of  blood— that’s  ink— is  fpilt  for  you. 


EPILOGUE  to  the  SqijooL  for  Scandal. 

7  ■  *  "  by  Af  ~  '  L 

Written  hy  G.  Col  man,  Efq. 


And fpohen by  Mrs .  Abington,  m  the  Char  after  of  Lady  TeazeL 

T  Who  was  fo  volatile  and,  gay, 

5  Like  a  trade  win  a,  mufc  now  blow  all  one  way. 

Bend  all  my  cares,  my  fiudies,  and  my  vows, 
fo  one  old  rufty  weather-cock— my  fpoufe  ; 

So  wills  our  virtuous  bard  ! — the  pyebald  Bayes 
Or  crying  epilogues  and  laughing  plays. 

Old  .Batchelors,  who  marry  fmart  young  wives. 

Learn  from  our  play  to  regulate  your  lives  ! 

Each  bring  his  dear  to  town— all  faults  upon  her— 

London  will  prove  the  very  fource  of  honour  ; 

Plung’d  fairly ‘in,  like  a  cold  bdth,  it  ferves 
When  principles  relax,  to  brace  the  nerves. 

Such  is  my  cafe— and  yet  I  muft  deplore 
That  the  gay  dream  of  difiipation’s  o’er  ; 

And  fay,  ye  fair,  was  ever  lively  wife. 

Born  with  a  genius  for  the  highell  life. 

Like  me,  untimely  blafted  in  her  bloom. 

Like  me,  condemn’d  to  fuch  a  d'ifmal-  doom  ? 

Save  money — when  I  jull  knew  how  to  voajle  it  J 
Leave  London— juft  as  I  began  to  tafte  it ! 

Muft 
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Mull  I  then  watch  the  earlv-crowing  cock? 

The  melancholy  ticking  ot'  a  clock? 

In  the  lone  ruflic  hall  for  ever  pounded, 

\Vith  dogs,  cats,  rats,  and  (Equalling  brats,  furrounded  ? 
With  humble  Curates  can  f  now  retire? 

(While  good  Sir  Peter  boozes  with  the  ’Squire,) 

And  at  back-gammon  mortify  my  foul. 

That  pants  for  loo,  or  flutters  at  a  vole  ? 

Seven’s  the  main  ! — dear  found  !  —  that  mull  expire. 

Loll  at  hot-cpf  kies  round  a  Chriflmas  fire  ! 

The  tranfient  hour  of  fafhion  too  loon  fpent, 

“  Farewel  the  tranquil  mind,  farewel  content  ! 

“  Farewel  th o.  plained  head — the  cufhion’d  tcte , 

“  That  t^kes  the  culhion  from  its  proper  feat ! 

“  The  fpirit-ftirring  drum  ! — card  drums  I  mean - 

“  Spadille,  odd  trick,  pam,  bufto,  king  and  queen! 

<c  And  you,  ye  knockers,  that  with  brazen  throat 
f‘  The  welcome  viji tor’s  approach  denote, 

“  Farewel  ! — all  quality  of  high  renown. 

Pride,  pomp,  and  circum dance,  of  glorious  tovyn, 

“  F'arewel  !  —  your  revels  I  partake  no  more. 

And  Lady  Teazel’s  occupation’s  o’er.” 

—  All  this  I  told  our  bard — he  fmil’d,  and  faid  ’twas  clear 
I  ought  to  play  deep  tragedy  next  year: 

Meanwhile  he  drew  wife  morals  from  his  play. 

And  in  thefe  folemn  periods  (talk’d  away  : 

“  Bled  were  the  fair,  like  you  her  faults  who  dopt, 

“  And  clos’d  her  follies,  when  the  curtain  dropt ! 
t(  No  more  in  vice  or  error  to  engage, 

“  Or  play  the  fool  at  large  on  life’s  great  dage !” 


p  PIT  A  PH,  by  Mr.  Garrick,  Paul  Whitehead,  £/^r. 
was  born  Jan.  25,  17 10,  and  died  Dec.  30,  1 7 7 4. . 

T  T  ERE  lies  a  man  misfortune  could  not  bend,  * 

Prais’d  as  a  poet,  honoured  as  a  friend  ! 

Tho’  his  youth  kindled  with  the  loye  of  fame. 

Within  his  bofom  glow’d  a  brighter  flame  ! 

Whene’er  his  friends  with  fliarp  afflictions  bled. 

And  from  the  wounded  deer  the  herd  was  fled, 

Whitehead  flood  forth,  the  healing  balm  applied, 

Nor  quitted  their  diflrefles — till  he  died. 

D.  G. 

Alluding,  it  is  imagined,  to  his  long  imprisonment  for  Mr.  Fleetwood, 
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To  a  LADY  voho  loved  Dancing. 

W ritteti  by  the  late  'Judge  Burnet. 

MAY  I  prefume,  in  humble  lays. 

My  dancing  fair,  thy  fteps  to  praife  r— - 
While  this  grand  maxim  I  advance. 

That  all  the  world  is  but  a  dance . 

That  human- kind,  both  man  and  woman. 

Do  dance ,  is  evident  and  common  ; 

David  himfelf,  that  God -like  King, 

We  know  could  dance  as  well  as  Jing  : 

Folks  who  at  Court  would  keep  their  ground 
Muff:  dance  the  year  attendance  round  : 

Whole  nations  dance ;  gay  frifking  France 
Has  led  the  nation  many  a  dance ; 

And  fome  believe  both  France  and  Spain 
Refolve  to  take  us  out  again. 

All  Nature  is  one  ball ,  we  find ; 

The  water  dances  to  the  wind  ; 

The  fea  itfelf,  at  night  and  noon, 

Rifes  and  capers  to  the  moon  ; 

The  moon  around  the  earth  does  tread 
A  Cheshire  round  in  buxom  red; 

The  earth  and  planets  round  the  fun 
Dance ;  nor  will  their  dance  be  done 
Till  Nature  in  one  mafs  is  blended  ; 

Then  we  may  fay,  the  ball  is  ended. 

BATH;  its  BEAUTIES  and  AMUSEMENTS, 

Parve  ( nec  invideo )  Jine  me  liber  ibis  in  ignem . 

OThou,  who  erft  from  Baiad s  fmoking  plain, 

Didft  to  thefe  rocks  transfer  thy  healing  reign ! 
Lord  of  each  ftagnant  and  fulphureous  ditch. 

Great  foe  to  vegetation  and  the  itch  ! 

Affift  my  fong,  infpire  my  votive  lays. 

For  Bath  demands,  and  Bath  deferves  my  praife. 

Bath,  the  divine  Jfygeu? s  favour’d  child. 

Where  Pigs  were  once,  and  Princes  now  are  boil’d. 
Where  Arts  and  Elegance  have  fix’d  their  feat,  y 
And  Graces  ply,  like  chairmen, — in  the  ffreet ; 

Where  free  from  ling’ring  Education’s  plan. 

By  which  the  brute  is  polifh’d  into  man. 

We  learn  a  fhorter  and  more  pleafing  road. 

And  grow  (like  beef)  by  Hewing-—  Alamode, 
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?Tis  here  alone  that  Architecture  frames 
Such  folid  building,  vvirh  fuch  founding  names : 

A  Circus ,  that  three  ranks  of  columns  boafls — 

Three  ranks  of  columns,  like  three  rows  of  polls; 

Where  none  to  dang’rous  merit  make  pretence. 

Or  feek  a  painful  fad  pre-eminence. 

No  kitfd  pi  1  after  at  that  giddy  height 
Pifpek  our  terrors  or  relieves  our  fight, 

Becaufe  we’re  told  ^tho’  different  the  name) 

That  maffive  and  majeitic  are  the  fame. 

Not  thus  the  Crefccnt  towers  thro’  the  air. 

The  proud  Ionic  reigns  unrivall’d  there  ; 

Jder  pedeftals  are  eas’d  of  half  their  trouble. 

Like  gen’rous  Heeds,  unfit  to  carry  double. 

But  then  that  Square — within  whofe  center  rail’d 
Like  Tafle  upon  an  obelifk  impal’d; 

Mark,  how  from  fervile  fqueamifh  order  free. 

The  different  buildings  Tweedy  rfV/ag ree  ! 

This  boafls  a  richer,  that  an  humbler  grace. 

Like  courtiers  in,  and  courtiers  out  of  place! 

But  while  the  Mufe  thro’  lifelefs  rubbifh  firays, 

$ay,  can  no  living  wonders  claim  her  lays? 

What  names,  what  titles  might  fhe  notrehearfe! 
?Twou!d  almoft  make  a  chronicle  in  verfe. 

What  Peers  lafl  night  were  melted  drop  by  drop. 

To  fliew  how  well  Right  Honourables  hop, 

(While  thinly  fcatter’d,  poor  Plebeians  Hare, 

And  wonder  how  the  devil  they  came  there.) 

What  Nabobs,  rich  in  every  thing  but  fenfe, 

Difplay  their  haughty  dull  magnificence  ! 

What  Beaux,  whom  Heaven  had  fent  us  for  our  fins. 

To  teach  us  graces,  and  to  kick  our  fhins  ! 

What  cloud-capr  Belles — But  fliall  the  honeft  Mufe 
Accept  that  talk  which  Envy  would  refufe  ? 

Shall  fhe  ’gainft  Heav’n  exert  her  impious  fkill  ? 

Bor  tho’  conceal’d  by  clouas,  ’tis  Heaven  ftill. 

To  you,  ye  fharii  g,  fcribbling,  fceptic  crew. 

Who  in  perfection’s  felt  fome  flaw  can  view; 

You,  who  unmov’d  on  Juba’s  felf  can  gaze, 
f‘  While  o’er  her  cheek  the  foft  fmile  trembling  plays*  ;**> 
Wrhom,  nor  the  piercing  glance  of  confcious  fenfe, 

N  or  the  meek  eye  of  anxious  diffidence; 

To  fomething  like  humanity  can  move — 

"Whom  gods  might  fear,  and  devils  cannot  love — - 
To  you  th’  unmanly  cenfure  I  refign, — - 
To  iove,  to  pity,  to  protect,  be  mine* 


But 
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But  foft— behold  new  game  appears  in  view— 

Obferve  that  bufy,  Buttering,  noify  crew  ! 

They’re  all  Apollo’s  fons  from  top  to  bottom  — 

Tho’  poor  Apollo  wonders  where  he  got  them  ! 

See  how  they  hurry  to  that  hallow’d  fhfine — 

That  facred  feat  of  Sappho  and  the  Nine  ; 

Where  plac’d  on  quarries  of  the  pured  done. 

The  red  brick  fbines  unrivali’d  and  alone  : 

Blefs  us— what  toil,  what  coil  has  been  bellow’d^ 

To  give  that  profpedt — of  the  London  road  ! 

Our  admiration  fcniQws  not  where  to  fix— 

Here  a  cafcade,  and  there  a  coach  and  fix  ! 

Within  a  mydic  vafe  with  laurel  crown’d— 

He  nee  ye  profane  !  —  ’tis  confecrated  ground  ! 

Here  Sappho’s  hands  the  lad  fad  rites  difpenfe 
To  mangled  poetry  and  murder’d  fenfe; 

Here  jells  were  heard,  “  at  which  even  Juno  fmil’d, 

“  When  crack’d  by  Jove  magnificently  mild 
Jells,  fo  fublimeiy  void  of  fenfe  and  thought, 

Poor  fimple  mortals  cannot  find  them  out  ; 

Rhime,— like  Scotch  coufins, — in  fuch  order  plac’d* 
The  firll  fcarce  claims  acquaintance  with  the  lad  ! 

But  fee,  at  length  the  cold  dull  feene  to  cheer* 

Kind  Nature  bids  her  Jerningham  appear. 

See  on  the  bed  of  ficknefs  and  defpair, 

Eliza’s  form  and  Yorick’s  alter’d  air; 

The  lad  tear  glidens  in  his  fleeplefs  eye. 

While  on  liis  lip  hangs  quiv’ring  the  cold  figh  ! 

At  ev’ry  pang  our  tears  unbidden  flow, 

7 1  ill  the  heart  fickens  at  the  pictur’d  woe. 

But  now  ’tis  pad— the  dream  is  done  away. 

And  banifh’d  Dulnejs  reafiumes  her  fway. 

Go  then,  my  Mule  !  to  her  direct  thy  lays. 

Be  dull,  be  noify,  and  expedt  the  bays. 

No  more  fh all  merit  drive  that  prize  to  win, 

“  She  was  a  dranger,  and  was  taken  in  f .” 

Go— with  M‘Pherfon  in  Teutonic  foar. 

With  Mallet  whine,  with  blud’ring  K — — -  roar  ; 
Retail  like  Cumberland  the  holy  writ, 

And  bid  the  Ten  Commandments  pafs  for  wit. 

Should  all  Parnaflus  ’gainft  thy  efforts  join. 

Vain  were  the  force  of  Phoebus  and  the  Nine  ; 

E’en  Sappho’s  felf  before  thy  pow’r  ihali  bend. 

And  crown  thy  nonfenfe— tho’  die  can’t  commend* 

‘  V  ' 

4  - -  Jove  magnificently  mild. 

Crack’d  his  blythe  jeds,  at  which  e’en  Juno  fail’d.  Judgment  of  Apolk 
f  Sappho’s  fpeech  to  Lord  Abingdon, 
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The  END  ^/WRITING';  an  Imitation  rf  feme  French  Verfes: 

Addreffed  to  Authors. 

THESE  fair  (beets  of foolfcap  which  thus  ye  are  foiling. 

Still  cutting,  and  icribbling,  and  blottifig,  and  i polling > 
This  paper,  \  fay,  had  an  honell  beginning. 

Being  born  of  good  flax,  and  begotten  by  fpinning? 

To  the  loom  in  due  time,  and  the  rag-fhop  it  paft. 

Into  leaves  of  fine  foolfcap  converted  at  laft. 

Now,  feiz’d  by  the  Wits,  it  inceflantly  teems 
Or  with  vifions  in  verfe,  or  political  dreams  ; 

Till  his  Worfhip,  juft  rous’d  from  his  afternoon’s  doze. 

With  a  pipe  of  Virginia  regaleth  his  nofe  ; 

Then  twilled,  and  twirl’d,  and  condemn’d  to  the  taper. 

In  a  puff  is  confum’d  this  unfortunate  paper. 

~  It  is  thus,  my  good  friends,  that  Truth  fetteth  before  ye. 

Of  your  boafted  employment — the  tragical  flory  : 

Yowr  choiceft  productions,  whate’er  be  tneir  name. 

Will  end,  at  the  bcft,  in  the  vapour  of  fame: 

That  vapour,  my  friends,  do  ye  think  it  will  ftay? 

—Like  his  Worfhip' s  Lift  whiff,  it  will  vanifti  away. 

VERSES  fent  ly  a  Gentleman  to  his  Lady  with  a  Prefent  of  a  knife. 

A  Knife,  dear  girl,  cuts  love,  they  fay  ; 

Mere  moduli  love,  perhaps,  it  may: 

For  any  tool  of  any  kind. 

Can  fep’rate  what  was  never  join’d. 

The  knife  that  cuts  our  love  in  two 
Will  have  much  tougher  work  to  do  ^  ^ 

Muft  cut  your  foftnefs,  worth,  and  fpirit, 

Down  to  the  vulgar  ftze  of  merit  1 
To  level  yours  with  modern  tafte, 

Muft  cut  a  world  of  fenfe  to  wade; 

And  from  your  Angle  beauty’s  ftore. 

Clip  what  would  dizen  out  a  fcore. 

The  felf-fame  blade  from  me  muft  fever 
Senfation,  judgment,  fight  for  ever  3 
Ail  mem’ry  of  endearments  paft. 

All  hope  of  comforts  long  to  laft* 

All  that  makes  fourteen  years  with  yotf 
A  fumraer;— and  a  (hort  ooe  too: 

All  that  afteiftion  feels  and  fears 
When  hours,  without  you,  feem  like  years,* 

Till  that  be  done  (and  I’d  as  Icon 
Believe  this  knife  will  chip  the 
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Accept  my  prefent  undeterr’d. 

And  leave  their  proverbs  to  the  herd. 

If  in  a  kifs — delicious  treat  1- — 

Your  lips  acknowledge  the  receipt; 

Love,  fond  of  fuch  fubftantial  fare. 

And  proud  to  play  the  glutton  there. 

All  thoughts  of  cutting  will  difdain. 

Save  only — cut  and  come  again . 

PROLOGUE  fpoken  hy  Sir  George  Beaumont,  Bart,  at 
Opening  of  the  new  Theatre  at  North  Alton,  Oxon. 

Written  hy  Wm.  Whitehead,  Efq. 

I  CURE  fome  infection  hovers  in  the  air  ! 

^  For  every  man  and  woman  is  turn’d  play’r  ? 

No  age  efcapes  it — antiquated  dames 

And  reverend  Romeos  breathe  fiftitious  flames  ; 

Pale  mifles  antedate  love’s  future  force. 

And  fchool-boy  Richards  lifp  a  horfe  a  horfe  !’s 
No  rank  efcapes  it—with  a  Garrick  art 
Right  Honourable  Hamlets  flare  and  flart; 

And  Lady  Belvideras  every  where, 

Pat  the  ftarch’d  handkerchief,  and  fqueeze  a  tear. 

What  wonder  then,  in  this  theatric  age. 

If  we  too  catch  the  epidemic  rage ; 

If  with  the  reft  we  play  the  mimic’s  part. 

And  drive  to  our  own  barn  the  Thefpian  cart  > 

For  we  confefs  this  pageant  pomp  you  fee 
Was  once  a  barn  — the  feat  of  induftry ; 

And  time  may  come,  when  all  this  glittering  fhovv 
Of  canvas,  paint,  and  plafter,  fhall  lie  low  ; 

Thefe  gorgeous  palaces,  yon  cloud-capt  fcene. 

This  barn  itfelf,  may  be  a  barn  again  : 

The  fpirit-ftirring  drum  may  ceafe  to  roar. 

The  prompter’s  whiftle  may  be  heard  no  more; 

But  echoing  founds  of  ruftic  toil  prevail. 

The  winnowing  hifs  and  clapping  of  the  flail ; 

Hither  once  more  may  unhous’d  vagrants  fly. 

To  lhun  th’  inclement  blafl  and  pelting  Iky  ; 

On  Lear’s  own  flraw  may  gypfies  reft  their  head. 

And  trulls  lie  fnug  in  Defdemona’s  bed. 


JUPITER  and  MERCURY.  A  Fable . 

Written  fojne  Time  fine e  by  D.  G—  — ,  Efq. 

TT  ERE,  Hermes ,  fays  Jove,  who  with  ne&ar  was  mellow, 

*  1  Go  fetch  me  fome  clay — I  will  make  an  odd  fellow  \  — 
Right  and  wrong  Hi  all  be  jumbled, — much  gold  and  fome  drofs 
Without  caufe  be  he  pleas’d,  without  caufe  be  he  crofs ; 


20  J 


POETRY. 

Be  fure,  as  I  work,  to  throw  in  contradictions, 

A  great  love  of  truth,  yet  a  mind  turn’d  to  fictions  ; 

Now  mix  thefe  ingredients,  which,  warm’d  in  the  baking. 

Turn  to  learning  and  gaming ,  religion  and  rakhig. 

With  the  love  of  a  wench,  let  his  writings  be  chafte  ; 

Tip  his  tongue  with  ftrange  matter,  his  pen  with  fine  tafte; 

That  the  rake  and  the  poet  o’er  all  may  prevail. 

Set  fire  to  the  head,  and  fet  fire  to  the  tail : 

For  the  jov  of  each  fex,  on  the  world  I’ll  bellow  it. 

This  Scholar,  Rake ,  Chrijlian ,  Dupe ,  Gamejler  and  Poet : 

Tho’  a  mixture  fo  odd,  he  fhall  merit  great  fame. 

And  among  brother  mortals— be  Goldsmith  his  name! 

When  on  earth  this  ftrange  meteor  no  more  fhall  appear. 

You,  Hermes,  (hall  fetch  him,— to  make  us  fport  here ! 

D.  G. 

On  Dr.  GOLDSMITH’/  Characteristical  Cookery. 

# 

A  feu  D'E/prit . 

By  D.  G.  Efq. 

k 

AR  E  thefe  the  choice  difhes  the  DoClor  has  fent  us  ? 

Is  this  the  great  poet  whofe  works  fo  content  us  ? 

This  Goldfmith’s  fine  feaft,  who  has  written  fine  books? 

Heaven  fends  us  good  i meat — but  the  Devil  fends  cooks . 


LINES  from  Dr.  Barnard,  Dean  of  Derry,  to  Dr.  Goldsmith 

and  Mr.  Cumberland. 

DEAR  Noll  and  dear  Dick,  fince  you’ve  made  us  fo  merry. 
Accept  the  b"ft  thanks  of  the  poor  Dean  of  Derry  ! 

Tho’  I  here  mull  confefs,  that  your  meat  and  your  wine 
Are  not  quite  to  my  tafte,  tho’  they’re  both  very  fine; 

For  fherry’s  a  liquor  monaftic,  you  own  ; 

Now  there’s  nothing  I  hate  fo— as  drinking  alone — 

It  may  do  for  your  monks,  or  your  curates  and  vicars. 

But,  for  mv  part,  I’m  fond  of  more  fociable  liquors. 

Your  ven Ton’s  delict  us— tho’  too  fweet  your  fauce  is— 

Sed  non  ego  mac ults  cjfendar  paucis. 

So  foon  as  you  pleafe,  you  may  ferve  me  your  difh-up. 

But  inftead  of  your  (herry,  pray  make  me  a ~~BiJhop  ! 
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Bifhop  Corbet  *  to  his  Sen  Vincent  Corbet,  two  Tears  of  dgii 

WHAT  I  (hall  leave  thee  none  can  tell. 

But  all  ill  a  1 1  fay  I  wifh  you  well  1 
1  wifh  thee,  Vin.  before  all  wealth, 

Both  bodily  and  ghoftly  health  : 

Not  too  much  wealth  nor  wit  come  to  thee— 

Too  much  of  either  may  undo  thee. 

I  wifh  thee  learning,  not  for  fhowy 
Enough  for  to  inftrudt  and  know  ; 

Not  fuch  as  gentlemen  require, 

To  prate  at  table  and  at  fire. 

I  wifh  thee  all  thy  mother’s  graces, 

Thy  father’s  fortunes  and  his  places. 

1  wifh  thee  friends,  and  one  at  Court, 

Not  to  build  on,  but  fupport  - 
To  keen  thee  not  in  doing  many 
Oppreffions,  but  from  fuffering  any. 

I  wifh  thee  peace  m  all.  thy  ways. 

Nor  lazy  nor  contentious  days  ; 

And  when  thy  foul  and  body'  part. 

As  innocent  as  now  thou  art. 


CHARACTERS  of  Mr,  Granville,  (Nephew  to  Lord  LandN 
down,)  and  of  William  Harrison,  Efq\  from  an  Epifle  of  DrJ 
Voung’s,  not  yet  inferted  among  his  Works. 

YET  Hill  one  blifs,  one  glory,  I  forbear, 

A  darling  friend  whom  near  your  heart  you  wear  *. 

That  lovely  youth,  my  Lord,  whom  you  mu  ft  blame. 

That  1  grow  thus  familiar  with  your  name. 

He’s  friendly,  open,  in  his  conduct  nice. 

Nor  ferve  thefe  virtues  to  atone  for  vice  ; 

Vice  he  has  none,  or  fuch  as  none  wish  lefs, 

But  friends  indeed,  good -nature  in  excefs. 

You  cannot  boafl  the  merit  of  a  choice 
In  making  him  your  own,  ’tvvas  Nature’s  voice. 

Which  call’d  too  loud  by  man  to  be  withflood, 

Pleading  a  tie  far  nearer  than  of  blood  ; 

Similitude  of  manners,  fuch  a  mind. 

As  makes  you  lefs  the  wonder  of  mankind. 

Such  eafe  his  common  converfe  recommends,’ 

As  he  n&’er  felt  a  paifidn,  but  his  friends ; 
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Yet  fix’d  his  principles,  beyoni  the  force 
Of  all  beneath  the  fun  to  bend  his  courfe  *. 

Thus  the  tall  cedar,  beautiful  and  fair. 

Flatters  the  motions  of  the  wanton  air  ; 

Salutes  each  palling  breeze  with  head  reclin’d' ; 

The  pliant  branches  dance  in  every  wind  : 

But  fix’d  the  fiem  her  upright  ftate  maintains. 

And  all  the  fury  of  the  North  difdains. 

Flow  are  you  blefs’d  in  fuch  a  matchlefs  friend  ! 
Alas !  with  me  the  joys  of  friendship  end  ; 

O  Harrifon  !  I  muft,  I  will  complain  ; 

Tears  foothe  the  foul’s  diftrefs,  tho’  Shed  in  vain; 
Didft  thou  return,  and  blefs  thy  native  Shore 
With  welcome  peace,  and  is  my  friend  no  more  ?  — 
Thy  talk  was  early  done,  and  1  muft  own 
Death  kind  to  thee,  but,  ah  !  to  thee,  alone. 

But  ’tis  in  me  a  vanity  to  mourn, 

The  forrows  of  the  great  thy  tomb  adorn  ; 

Strafford  and  Bolingbroke  the  lofs  perceive. 

They  grieve,  and  make  thee  envy’d  in  thy  grave. 

With  aching  heart,  and  a  foreboding  mind, 

I  night  to  day  in  painful  journey  join’d, 

W  hrn  firft  inform’d  of  his  approaching  fate. 

But  reach’d  the  partner  of  my  foul  too  late  f  ; 

’Twas  paft;  his  cheek  was  cold  ;  that  tuneful  tongue 
Which  lfis  charm’d  with  its  melodious  fong, 

Now  languifh’d,  wanted  ftrength  to  fpeak  his  pain, 
Scarce  rais’d  a  feeble  groan,  and  funk  again  ; 

,  Each  art  of  life,  in  which  he  bore  a  part. 

Shot  like  an  arrow  thro’  my  bleeding  heart. 

To  what  ferv’d  all  his  promis’d  wealth  and  pow’r. 
But  more  to  load  that  moft  unhappy  hour  ? 

Yet  ftijl  prevail’d  the  greatnefs  of  his  mind  ; 

That,  not  in  health,  or  life  itfelf,  confin’d. 

Felt  thro’  his  mortal  pangs  Britannia’s  peace. 
Mounted  to  joy,  and  fmil’d  in  Death’s  embrace. 

His  fpirit  now  juft  ready  to  relign, 

No  longer  now  his  own,  no  longer  mine. 

He  graips  my  hand,  his  fwimming  eye-balls  roll. 

My  hand  he  grafps,  and  enters  in  my  foul  ; 

Then  with  a  groan  —  fupport  me,  O  !  beware 
Of  holding  worth,  however  great,  too  dear  [ 
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*  His  Lordfhip’s  nephew,  who  took  orders. 

f  Swift  gives  a  fimiiar  affecting  account  of  his  calling  on  hipa  too  late  in  hie 
ouraal  to  Stella . 
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ExtraS, 7 from ,  Mason’s  Englijh  G 'or den. 


•fk  T  OR  is  that  Cot,  of  which  fond  Fancy  draws 
r%l  This  cafual  p'idiore,  alien  from. our  theme.  ’ 

Rev i fit  it  at  morn  ;  its  opening  latch, 

Tho’  Penary  and  Toil  within  refide, 

Shall  pour  thee  forth  a  youthful  progeny 
Glowing  with  health  and  beauty  :  (fuch  the  dower 
Of  equal  Heav’n)  fee  how  the  ruddy  tribe 
Throng  round  the  threshold,  and,  with  vacant  gaze. 
Salute  thee  ;  call  the  loiterers  into  ufe. 

And  form  of  thefe  thy  fence,  the  living  fence 
That  graces  what  it -guards.  Thou  think’ It,  perchance. 
That  fkill’d  in  nature’s  heraldry,  thy  art 
Has  in.  the  limits  of  yon  fragrant  tuft, 

Marih ail’d  each  rofe,  that  to  the  eye  of  June 
Spreads  its  peculiar  crimfon  ;  do  not  err. 

The  lovelieft  ftill  is  wanting  ;  the  frefh  rofe 
Of  Innocence,'  it  blofToms  on  their  cheek. 

And,  lo,  to  thee  they  bear  it!  ftriving  each, 
la  panting  race,  who  firft  iliall  reach  the  lawn. 

Proud  to  be  call’d  thy  fhepherds.  Want,  alas 
Has  o’er 'their  little  limbs  her  livery  hung, 

In  many  a  tatter’d  fold,  yet  Hill  thofe  limbs 

Are  fhapely  ;  their  rude  locks.  ftar,t  from  their  brow. 

Yet  on  that  open  brow,  its  deareft  throne, 

'  Sits  fweet  Simplicity.  Ah,  clothe  the  troop 
In  fuch  a  ru Pet  garb' as  beft  befits 
Their  paftoral  office  ;  let  the  leathern  fcrip 
Swing  at  their  fide,  tip  thou  their  crook  with  Heel, 
And  braid  their  hat  with  rufhes,  then  to  each 
Affign  his  Ration  ;  at  the  clofe  of  eve, 

Be  it  their  care  to  pen  in  hurdled  cote 

The  dock,  and  when  the  matin  prime  returns. 

Their  care  to  fet  them  free  ;  yet  watching  ftill 
The  liberty  they  lend,  oft  fhalt  thou  hear 
Their  whittle  thrill,  and  oft  their  faithful  dog 
Shall  with  obedient  barkings  fright  the  flock 
From  wrong  or  robbery.  The  livelong  day 
Meantime  rolls  lightly  o’er  their  happy  heads; 

They  bafk  on  funny  hillocks,  or  d 1 1  port 
In  ruftic  paftime,  while  that  lovelieft  grace, 

'Which  only  lives  in  adion  unreftraiii’d. 

To  ey by  Ample  gefture  lends  a  charm.  , 


'A  N  E  W. 
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ft  NEW  YEAR’S  ODE,  To  Queen  Mary,  1562.  The  Poet , 

Alexander  Scott. 

To  Queen  PAary,  when  Jhe  fir  ft  came  Hame. 

WELCUM,  illudrat  lady,  and  our  Quene, 

Welcum  our  Lyone  with  the  Floure-dy-Lyce  % 

Welcum  our  Thiftle  with  the  Lorane  Grene, 

Welcum  our  rubent  role  upon  the  ryce  : 

Welcum  our  Jem  and  joy  full  Gentryce, 

Welcum  our  Beil  oi  Albion  to  beir ; 

Welcum  our  pleafand  Princes  maid  of  prayce  ; 

God  give  you  grace  agains  this  gude  NEW  YIER, 

Found  on  the  firffc  four  Vertues  Cardinally 

On  Wifdom,  Judice,  Force,  and  Temperance, 

Applaud  to  prudent  folk,  and  principall 

Of  verteous  life,  thy  glory  to  advance  ;  ,  1 

Wey  Judice  equal  with  Difcrepance  ! 

Strengthen  thy  State,  with  dedfadnefs  to  Heir, 

To  temper  Tyme  with  true  continuance, 

God  give  thee  grace  agains  this  gude  NEW  YIER? 

Frefch,  fulgent,  flurift,  fragrant  flower  formofe  1 
Lantern  to  luve,  of  lady’s. lamp  and  lot: 

Cherry  rnaill:  fvveet !  cheif  carbuncle  and  choife  : 

Chafl  fmiling  Sovraign  !  {hitting  beautie  fpot  1 

Bled  1  beautifull  !  benygn  !  and  bed  begot! 

To  this  indyte  pleafe  to  incline  thine  eir. 

Sent  by  thy  Ample  fervant,  Sanders  Scott, 

Greiting,  God  grant  thy  Grace  a  gude  NEW  YIER. 

'  '  j 

EPITAPH  on  a  Lady,  who  died  oft  a  Confumption  at  Briflol  Wells, 

By  her  Husband. 

/ 

WHOE’ER,  like  me,  with  trembling  anguifh  brings 
His  heart’s  whole  treafure  to  fair  BrifloPs  fprings  $ 

Whoe’er,  like  me,  to  foothe  difeafe  and  pain, 

Shall  pour  thofe  falutary  fprings  in  vain  ; 

Condemn’d,  like  me,  to  hear  the  faint  reply. 

To  mark  the  fading  cheek,  the  finking  eye, 
prom  the  chill’d  brow  to  wipe  the  damps  of  death. 

And  watch  in  dumb  defpair  the  fhort’ning  breath  ; 

If  chance  diredls  him  to  this  artlefs  line, 

Let  the  fad  mourner  know  his  pangs  were  mine  ; 

P  2  OrdainM 
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Ordain’d  tolofe  the  partner  of  my  bread, 

Whofe  virtue  warm’d  me,  and  whole  beauty  bled, 
Framed  evfry  tie,  that  binds  the  foul,  to  prove. 

Her  duty  friendfhip,  and  her  friendfhip  love-r- 
But  yet  remembering  that  the  parting  figh. 

Appoints  the  j  uft  to  dumber,  not  to  die. 

The  darting  tear  I  check’d,  I  kifs’d  the  rod. 

And  not  to  earth  refign’d  her,— but  to  God. 

SONNET  by  Mr.  Warton,  To  the  River  Lodon? 

AH  !  what  a  weary  race  my  feet  have  run , 

Since  firft"  I  trod  thy  banks  with  alders  crown’d. 
And  thought  my  way  was  all  through  fairy  ground. 
Beneath  thy  azure  iky,  and  golden  lun  . 

Where  find  my  Mufe  to  lifp.  her  notes  begun  S 
While  pen  live  memory  traces  back  the  round. 

Which  fills  the  varied  interval  between  ; 

Much  pleafure,  more  of  forrow  marks  the  fcene. 

Sweet  native  dream  1  whofe  ikies  and  funs  fo  pure 
No  more  return,  to  chear  my  evening  road  S 
Yet  dill  one  joy  remains,  that  not  obfcure, 

Nor  ufelefs,  all  my  vacant  days  have  flow’d. 

From  youth’s  gay  dawn  to  manhood’s  prime  mature  3 
Nor  with  the"  Mute’s  laurel  unbeftowed— 


them*  following  additional  ODE  S  of  the  Firft  Book  f  Horace  mad, 
their  firft  Appearance  in  the  Gentleman’s  Magazine,  and  are  there  faft 
to  have  been  lately  differed  in  the  Palatine  Library,  and  communicate ft 
by  Gasper  Palla.vicini,  Sub-Librarian, 

CARMINUM,  Lib.  I.  Ode  39.  fd  julium  Florum. 


DISCOLOR  grandem  gravat  uva  ramum  ; 

Inftat  Autumnus :  glacialis  anno 
Max  Hyems  volvente  aderit,  capillis 

Horrid  a  canis. 


jam  licet  Nymphas  trepide  fugaces 
Infequi,  lento  pede  detinendas ; 

Et  labris  captae,  fimulantis  iram, 

Ofcula  figi. 

jam  licet  vino  madidos  vet u do 
X)e  diedatum  recitare  carmen  ; 

Flore,  fi  te  des  hilarem,  Ijcebit 

Sumere  nollem. 
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jam  vide  Curas  Aquilorie  fparfas ! 

Mens  viri  fords  fibi  coniiat,  utrum 
Serius  lethi,  cidusve  triftis 

Advolat  hora. 

'  '  1 

✓ 

QU.  HORATII  FLACCI,  Ode  40.  Ad  Librum  faum* 

1 

DU  L  C  I  libello  nemo  fodalium 
Forfan  meorum  charior  extidt : 

De  te  merenti  quid  fi delis 

Officium  Domino  rependes  ?  t 

Te  Roma  cautum  territat  ardua  ! 

Depone  vanos  invidias  metus ; 

Urbisque,  fidens  dignitati, 

Per  plateas  animolus  audi. 

En  quo  furentes  Eumenidum  choros 
Disjecit  almofulmine  Jupiter! 

Huic  ara  ftabit,  fama  cantu 
Per' etuo  celebranda  crefcet. 

1 

/  « 

CHAPvTAM  unicam  hancLibri  certe  vetufliffimi  in  Bibliotheca  Pa- 
latina  reperram  accuratiflime  tranfcripfi,  verbum  de  verbo,  et  literam 
de  litera.  Chartam  ipfam  in  Archivis  tutiffime  recondidi ;  tranfcripdonem 
tibi  amoris  ergo  committo.  Clariffime  apparet  c  titulis  fuperne  paginae 
nods,  aliisque  indiciis  laceratam  excerptamque  ex  aliqua  edidone 
Horatiana  olim  fuifie,  et  forfuan  pnma,  quando  nufquam  alibi,  vel 
antea  has  Odas  in  memoriam  revocare  poffum.  Mecum  ergo  literatos 
omnes  gratulari  videbitur,  recuperads  his  elegantiffimis  carminibus  Ho- 

Jadanisj  Yale  &  fruere. 

»  -  \  * 

Caspar  Pallavicini, 

Palat.  B  t  b  l  *  Sub-Libr, 
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The  Hifory  of  America,  Wil¬ 
liam  Robertfon,  D.  D.  Principal 
of  the  XJniverfity  ^Edinburgh, 
and  Hijloriographer  to  his  Majefly 
for  Scotland.  2  Vols.  Quarto. 

THERE  have  been  few  lite¬ 
rary  works  which  excited 
the  cpriofity,  or  raifed  the  expecta¬ 
tion  of  the  public,  in  a  greater 
degree  than  the  prefent.  The  na¬ 
ture  of  the  fubjeCl,  the  high  repu¬ 
tation  of  the  writer,  with  the  long 
and  general  knowledge  of  the  de- 
lign,  all  concurred  in  calling  forth 
the  attention  of  the  learned  and 
curious  at  home  and  abroad.  Such 
a  fituation  would  have  been  alarm¬ 
ing,  if  not  dangerous,  to  an  author 
Sefs  fecure  of  fatisfying  that  ex¬ 
pectation  which  he  had  railed, 
and  of  doing  juftice  to  the  intereft- 
ing  fubjeCt  which  he  had  under¬ 
taken. 

The  fubjeCt,  indeed,  demanded 
all  the  writer’s  abilities ;  but  it 
afforded,  at  the  fame  time,  a  full 
fcope  to  his  genius.  It  reprefents 
fplendid,  romantic,  and  poetical 
fcenes.  All  the  marvellous  of  an¬ 
cient  fable,  excepting  when  it  de¬ 
parts  from  nature  and  reafon,  is 
here  realized  or  exceeded.  The 
great  events  of  hiflory  are  blended 
with  the  adventure  of  travel,  and 
all  the  furprize,  novelty,  and  plea- 
fure  of  difcovery.  Nature  here 
appears  in  her  grandeft  manner* 


All  her  works  are  bold,  great,  and 
magnificent.  Her  oceans  are  bound- 
lefs,  her  mountains  ftupendous,  her 
rivers  appear  like  great  arms  of  the 
ocean,  and  her  lakes  are  large  Teas 
of  frefh  water. 

With  refpeCt  to  our  own  fpecies, 
the  difcovery,  indeed,  is  not  flat¬ 
tering  to  our  vanity ;  it  is  not, 
however,  the  lefs  interefiing.  We 
are  brought  acquainted  with  man 
in  every  Hate  of  his  exdlence.  We 
view,  at  this  day,  what  our  an- 
ceftors  once  were.  We  fee  the  firfc 
rudiments  of  fociety,  and  behold 
nations  in  every  flage  of  their  pro- 
'grefs,  from  infancy  to  adolefcence. 
Our  own  continent  fupplies  the 
reft.  The  hiflory  of  man  was  ft  ill 
imperfeft,  and  the  memorials  of 
his  tranfaClions  of  a  late  date.  He 
was  far  advanced  in  fociety  and 
cultivation,  before  he  was  capable 
of  making  any  obfervation  on  his 
condition,  or  of  tranfmitting  his 
ideas  or  tranfaClions  to  pofterity.- 
Poets,  philofophers,  and  politici¬ 
ans,  had  in  vain  exerted  their  ge¬ 
nius,  wifdorn,  and  talents,  to  de- 
fcribe  or  difcover  the  ftate  of  fi m - 
plicity,  innocence,  ,  and  nature, 
the  origin  of  fociety,  and  thefource 
of  laws.  As  they  all  wandered  in 
the  dark,  their  fongs  and  theories 
were  equally  erroneous.  That 
chafm  is  now  filled  up.  That  age, 
which  was  fuppofed  to  be  golden, 
we  now  behold  ;  an$  difcover  that 

it 
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it  affords  only  a  Hate  of  weakenefs, 
lmperfedlion,  and  wretchednefs, 
equally  void  of  innocence,  and  in¬ 
capable  of  happinefs.  If  we  find 
man  without  property,  and  feed¬ 
ing  on  acorns,  we  alio  find  him  a 
fullen,  fafpicious,  iolitary,  and 
unhappy  being;  a  creature  en¬ 
dued  with  few  good,  and  curled 
with  numberlefs  ill  qualities;  un- 
juft  and  cruel  from  nature  and 
habit,  treacherous  on  fyfftem,  im¬ 
placable  in  revenge,  and  incapa¬ 
ble  of  gratitude,  friendfhip,  or 
natural  affection. 

The  confequences  attending  the 
difcovery  of  the  New  fvorld,  are 
among  the  raoft  important,  exten- 
five,  and,  from  their  nature,  mult 
be  among  the  moil  permanent,  of 
thofe  produed  by  any  event  in  the 
hiltory  of  mankind.  It  has  pro¬ 
duced  fuch  a  revolution  in  the  af¬ 
fairs  of  both  the  hemifpheres,  tiiat 
it  may  not  be  eafy  to  determine 
which  has  undergone  the  greater 
alteration.  If  the  cultivation,  arts, 
and  violence  of  the  Europeans,  has 
changed  the  face  of  Nature,  thin¬ 
ned  the  race  of  man,  and  eltabliih- 
ed  new  varieties  of  the  Ipecles  in 
the  one,  the  torrents  of  gold  and 
filver  poured  out  by  America,  the 
variety,  bulk  and  quantity  or  new 
commodities  which  it  affords,  the 
length  and  nature  of  the  naviga¬ 
tion,  the  wonderful  commerce 
which  fprung  from  thefe  circum- 
ftances.  with  the  new  interefts  and 
connections  formed  by  colonial  ju- 
rifdiClion,  has  caufed  a  wonderful 
change  in  the  manners,  habits, 
modes  of  life,  and  Hate  of  policy, 
in  the  other.  As  new  foil  roes  of 
power  were  difeovered,  all  ancient 
fy  items  of  policy  were  of  courfe  de¬ 
ranged  or  done  away.  The  com¬ 
parative  political  importance,  the 


OF  BOOKS.  215 

relative  flrength  of  nations,  no 
Ion  gcr  depend  on  their  ancient  ex¬ 
tent  or  properties.  Commerce  has 
pervaded  the  glooe,  and  has 
changed  the  affairs  of  men,  and 
the  itate  of  nations,  almoff  every 
where.  In.  a  word,  whatever  Ame¬ 
rica  originally  fuffered  from  the 
power  and  violence  of  the  Euro¬ 
peans,  it  feems  not  now  improba¬ 
ble,  that  (lie  will  to  all  future  times 
have  a  great  (hare  in  influencing 
the  affairs,  and  perhaps  in  con¬ 
trolling  the  deiliny  of  Europe. 

Such  was  the  extent  and  im¬ 
portance  of  the  fuhjedt  that  was  to 
be  delineated.  The  number,  vari¬ 
ety,  and  richnefs  of  the  materials, 
did  not,  however,  leffen  th£  diffi¬ 
culty  of  the  execution.  It  required 
the  ability  of  a  great  mailer,  to  ar¬ 
range  the  different  parts  of  this 
magnificent  pidhire  in  their  proper 
places,  to  bellow  on  each  its  due 
proportion  of  light,  fhade  and  co¬ 
louring,  and  to  oblige  the  fm ailed 
to  contribute  its  exadt  fhare,  and 
no  more,  to  the  great  effedt  of  the 
whole.  The  delineation  of  human 
nature  in  fuch  a  variety  of  new  ff« 
tuations,  and  the  nice  diferisnina- 
tion  of  thofe  ffiades  that  mingle 
imperceptibly  in  fo  many  different 
gradations  of  favage  life,  required 
no  commom  combination  of  quali¬ 
ties.  Befides  a  great  degree  of 
penetration  and  fagacity,  and  aa 
extenlive  knowledge  of  man  in  his 
artificial  Hate,  this  part  of  the  fub- 
jedt  required  a  mind  turned,  and 
accuftomed  to  pliilofophical  dif- 
quifition,  an  acute,  critical,  -and 
diferiminating  fpirit,  with  a  tem¬ 
per  capable  of  the  moil  patient  in- 
veiligation  and  refearch. 

It  will  be  fufficient  to  fay,  that 
our  author  was  equal  to  the  under¬ 
taking,  and  that  this  hiilory  of 
F  4  America 
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Amecica  will  not  be  found  at  all 
inferior  to  the  former  works  of  this 
celebrated  writer.  We  find  the 
pen  of  the  writer  equal  to  the  dig¬ 
nity,  and  faked  to  the  nature  of 
his  fubjeft;  and  whilft  the  majefty 
of  hidory  is  blended  with  the  truth, 
philanthropy,  and  difcernment  of 
phil'ofophy,  the  whole  is  enriched 
and  beautified  with  a  manly  and 
flowing  eloquence. 

Our  author’s  induftry,  in  pro¬ 
curing  all  poflible  information  re¬ 
lative  to  his  fubjeft,  deferves  much 
commendation.  The  celebrity  of 
bis  name,  and  the  high  rank  be¬ 
holds  in  the  republic  of  letters, 
greatly  facilitated  his  fuccefs  in 
this  refearch.  Spain  contains  a 
large  Hock  of  valuable  materials, 
confiHing  in  fcarce  books  and  ma- 
tiufcripts.  Queries  too  were  ad- 
dreffed  to  perfons  of  diftinftion, 
who  had  held  eminent  offices  in 
the  New  World,  and  in  many  par¬ 
ticulars  fatisfaftory  anfwers  were 
received.  No  abidance  from  pub¬ 
lic  authority  was,  however,  afford¬ 
ed  5  the  court  dill  proceeding  in 
that  narrow  fyderii  of  policy,  of 
endeavouring  to  keep  all  matters 
relative  to  America  wrapt  up  in 
filence  and  obfeurity.  The  courts 
of  Vienna  and  Peterfburg  were 
more  liberal,  and  entered  with 
good  will,  and  a  becoming  grace, 
into  the  views  of  literature.  Pie 
has  aifo  received  liberal  aids  and 
communications  from  men  of  let¬ 
ters  of  different  nations.  As  Dr. 
Robertfon  has  upon  many  occafians 
departed  from  the  accounts  given 
by  former  hiftorians,  places  cha- 
f  afters  and  events  in  a  new  light, 
and  relates  fafts,  which  either  con- 
tradift,  or  feem  to  have  been  un¬ 
known  to  them,  he  thought  it  ne- 
Ceffary  to  acquaint  the  public  with 


thefources  of  his  information.  For 
thispurpofe,  befides  the  obligations 
he  acknowledges  to  particular  per¬ 
fons,  he  has  fubjoined  to  the  feeond 
volume  a  catalogue  of  the  Spanifh 
books  which  he  confulted. 

We  doubt  not  but  other  readers 
have  participated  in  the  regret  we 
experienced,  upon  difeovering  that 
the  prefent  work  is  only  a  part  of 
the  whole,  and  that  the  two  vo¬ 
lumes  before  us  contain  no  more 
than  an  account  of  the  difeovery  of 
the  New  World,  and  of  the  pro- 
grefs  of  the  Spa.nifh  arms-and  colo¬ 
nies.  The  prefent  Hate  of  the 
Britifh  colonies,  induced  our  author 
to  alter  his  refold  tion-  upon  this 
fubjeft.  Pfe  was  of  opinion,  and 
with  very  good  reafon,  that  while 
they  are  engaged  in  civil  war  with 
Great  -Britain,  enquiries  and  fpe- 
cuiations  concerning  ancient  forms 
of  policy  and  laws,  which  now  00 
longer  exift,  could  not  be  intereftT 
ing.  That  the  attention  and  ex¬ 
pectation  of  mankind  are  now  turn¬ 
ed  towards  their  future  condition,. 
And  that  in  whatever  manner  this 
unhappy  conteft  may  terminate,  a 
new  order  of  things  muff  arife  in 
North  America,  and  its  affairs 
affbme  another  afpeft.  He  waits* 
he  fays,  with  the  folicitude  of  a 
good  citizen,  until  the  ferment 
fubfides,  and  regular  government 
be  r'e-eftablifhed :  when  he  will 
return  to  that  part  of  his  work,  in 
which  he  had  already  made  fome 
prog  refs-.  The  hiftory  of  the  Bri¬ 
tifh  colonies,  together  with  that 
of  Portuguefe  America,  and  of  the 
fettlements  made  by  the  feveral  na* 
tions  of  Europe  in  the  Weft-India 
iflands,  will  complete  our  author’s 
plan,  and  be  the  fubjeft  of  the  re¬ 
maining  hiftory. 

Dr.  Robertfon  has  divided  the 
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prefent  hiftory  into  eight  books, 
and  has  added  a  copious  and  moft 
valuable  collection  of  notes  and  il- 
fuftraticns  at  the  end  of  each  vo¬ 
lume. 

In  the  firft  book  he  takes  a  molt 
comprehenfive,  learned,  and  ac¬ 
curate  view,  of  the  progrefs  of  na¬ 
vigation  from  the  earlieft  ages, 
tracing  all  that  is  known  of  its 
hillorv,  and  of  the  attempts  or  im¬ 
provements  made  by  the  Egyp- 
tians,  Phenicians,  Jews,  Cartha¬ 
ginians^  Greeks,  and  Romans, 
in  dating  the  revival  of  commerce 
and  navigation  by  the  modern  na¬ 
tions  of  Europe,  he  delineates  the 
eaufes  which  led  to  that  fpirit  of 
difcovery,  thatoperated  fo  ftrongiy 
in  the  fifteenth  century.  Our  au¬ 
thor  attributes  much  of  this  to  the 
Crufadcs,  which  brought  the  Eu¬ 
ropeans  acquainted  with  the  weftern 
parts  of  Alia,  to  the  wars  of  the 
Portuguele  with  the  Moors  of  Bar¬ 
bary,  and,  above  all,  to  the  dif¬ 
covery  of  the  mariners  compafs. 
Having  traced  the  operation  of 
thefe  eaufes  with  equal  accuracy 
and  brevity,  through  the  great 
and  fpirited  efforts  of  the  Portu¬ 
guese  in  exploring  the  coafts  of 
Africa  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
we  are  led  almojt  to  the  opening 
of  their  Jail  great  effedt,  in  the 
difcovery  of  the  New  World,  and 
of  the  palfage  by  lea  to  the  Eaft 
Indies. 

The  fecond  book  gives  a  curious 
Iketch  of  the  hidory  of  Columbus  ; 
proceeds  with  him  to  the  difcovery 
of  the  New  World  ;  relates  his  dif¬ 
ferent  voyages  thither;  his  ella- 
blifhment  of  the  fir d:  Span i flu  co¬ 
lony  in  Hifpaniola  ;  and  after  re¬ 
counting  his  various  adventures, 
and  unparalleled  hardfhips  and  fuf- 
ferings,  concludes  with  his  death, 
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It  alfo  i n cl  udes  the  other  great 
difcovery  of  the  lame  period,  the 
firft  voyage  of  the  Portuguefe 
to  the  Eaft  Indies  bv  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope,  under  the  condudl  of 
Vafco  de  Gama. 

The  th  ird  book  contains  an  ac¬ 
count  of  various  discoveries  and  fet- 
tlements  made  by  the  Spaniards; 
of  their  wars,  cruelties,  and  the  ex¬ 
traordinary  diminution  of  the  Indi¬ 
ans  under  their  fubjedlion  ;  of  the 
conqueft  of  Cuba,  difcovery  of  the 
South  Sea,  and  preparation  for  the 
invafion  of  Mexico. 

In  the  fourth  book,  which  con¬ 
cludes  the  firft  volume,  our  author 
makes  a  paufe  in  his  narrative,  td 
take  a  view  of  the  ftate  of  the  New 
World  at  its  firft  difcovery.  In 
this  he  confiders  America,  with  re- 
fped  to  its  extent,  the^randeur  of 
the  objedls  which  it  prefen cs  to 
view1,  the  favourable  circumftarces 
attending  its  form,  in  regard  to 
commerce,  with  its  climate,  foil, 
animals,  and  various  natural  pro¬ 
perties.  Pie  enters  into  the  en¬ 
quiry  how  America  was  peopled; 
examines  tne  various  theories  upon 
that  luhjedl ;  and  lays  down  that 
which  appears  to  himfelf  the  moll 
probable.  He  then  proceeds  to  a 
moft  curious  and  philofophical 
enquiry  into  the  manners,  policy, 
condition,  and  charadler  of  the 
various  favage  tribes  which  were 
fc altered  over  the  continent  and  . 
i Hands  of  the  New  World,  referv-  ' 
mg  the  Hate  of  the  more  civilized 
inhabitants  of  the  two  empires  of 
Mexico  and  Peru,  to  be  the  fubje§ 
of  future  inveliigation.  In  this 
enquiry,  he  adopts  an  arrangement 
of  the  fubjecl  equally  fimpie  and 
luminous,  and  places  it  under  the 
following  heads  of  con  fi  deration. 

The  bodily  conftitution  of  the 
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Americans— The  qualities  of  their 
minds — —Their  domeftic  Hate  — 
Their  political  Hate  and  inftituti¬ 
ons — Their  fyftem  of  war  and  pub¬ 
lic  fecurity— ' The  arts  with  which 
they  were  acquainted —Their  reli¬ 
gious  ideas  and  inftitutions —  Such 
fingular  and  detatched  cuftoms  as 
are  not  reduciable  to  any  of  the 
former  heads — With  a  general  re¬ 
view  and  eftimate  of  their  virtues 
and  defebts. 

The  fifth  book  includes  the 
hiflory  of  the  conqueft  of  Mexico, 
or  New  Spain,  by  Cortes,  and 
contains  many  curious  particulars 
of  that  enterprizing  conqueror, 
who,,  with  very  extraordinary  abi¬ 
lities,  and  uncommon  qualities, 
pofTeiTed  a  greatnefs  of  foul,  which 
fee  ms  incompatible  with  thofe  cru¬ 
elties  that  fo  much  difgrace  his 
charabler. 

The  fixth  book  gives  an  account 
of  the  conqueft  of  Peru,  by  Pizarro 
and  his  afTociates.  Thefe  inhu¬ 
man  fubverters  of  the  empire  of  the 
Incas,  deftitute  of  the  genius  and 
greatnefs  of  mind  of  Cortes,  ex-' 
ceeded  him  fo  far  in  cruelty,  that 
their  barbarous  actions,  if  they 
cannot  leften  the  enormity,  at  leaft 
take  away  from  the  effebt  pro¬ 
duced  by  the  recital  of  the  wbrft 
parts  of  his  condubt.  Thefe  cruel¬ 
ties  appear  the  more  lamentable, 
as  the  manners,  difpofition,  go¬ 
vernment,  the  civil  and  religious 
inftitutions  of  the  Peruvians,  were 
moderate,  mild,  and  equitable  ;  far 
removed  from  the  harihnefs  of  go¬ 
vernment,  iiefcenefs  of  difpofition, 
gloomy  fuperftitions,  and  bloody 
rites  of  the  Mexicans. 

In  the,feventh  book.  Dr,  Ro- 
foertfon  takes  a  curious  and  valu¬ 
able  view  of  the  inftitutions  and 
manners  of  the  Mexicans  and  Pe¬ 


ruvians ;  of  their  policy  in  its  vs 
rious  branches ;  progrefs  in  civili¬ 
zation  ;  genius  of  their  religion  f 
fingular  effebts  produced  by  the  po¬ 
licy  of  the  Peruvian  monarchy  be¬ 
ing  founded  on  religion  ;  peculiar 
ftate  of  property  among  the  Peru¬ 
vians  ;  their  public  works  and 
arts  ;  roads ;  bridges  ,  buildings  3 
and  unwarlike  fpirit.  This  book 
and  the  fourth  Will  be  confidered 
by  readers  of  a  philofophical 
turn,  as  the  molt  valuable  parts  of 
the  whole,  and  are  undoubtedly  & 
great  acquifttion  to  our'  knowledge 
of  the  hiftory  of  mankind. 

In  the  eighth  book,  which  to 
politicians  and  men  of  the  world 
will  appear  as  curious,  and  per¬ 
haps  more  interefting  than  any  of 
the  former,  our  author  gives  an 
accurate  account  of  the  Spanifti 
fyftem  of  colonization,  and  of  the 
interior  government  and  prefect 
ftate  of  Spanifti  America. 

Such  is  the  comprener  five  plan, 
and  judicious  arrangement,  of  the 
prefen t  work.  It  has  been  regret¬ 
ted,  and  indeed  is  an  omiflion. 
which  cannot  fail  to  excite  fame 
furprize,  that  Dr.  Robertfon  has 
taken  no  notice  of  the  eloquence  or 
poetry  of  the  Americans,  which 
are  among  the  moft  diftinguiihecl 
properties  of  mankind  in  a  ftate  of 
favage  nature.  This  omiflion  is 
the  more  extraordinary,  as  the 
North-Americaft  Indians  are  cele- 
lebrated  for  a  peculiar  kind  of  elo¬ 
quence. 

Some  of  this  ingenious  author’s 
theories  will  undoubtedly  be  con¬ 
troverted.  It  is  impoflible  that 
mankind  fhouid  ever  agree  in  mat¬ 
ters  of  mere  opinion.  But  thefts 
theories,  however  ingenious  and. 
rational,  are  ftill  mere  theories, 
and  are/ fo  Hated.  They  are  not 
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laid  down  as  dogmas.  They  are 
too  numerous  not  to  admit  of  mif- 
takes  in  Tome  of  their  parts.  And 
if  they  were  totally  free  from  error, 
it  is  probable  that  the  fame,  or  an 
equal  degree,  of  difference  of  opi¬ 
nion,  would  flill  continue.  Upon 
the  whole,  there  cannot  be  a  doubt, 
that  the  work  before  us  will  ever 
hold  a  high  rank  among  the  hiito- 
ries  of  mankind. 

We  fhall  conlude  our  obferva- 
tions  with  an  extract  from  this 
work,  and  as  we  have  already  in 
another  part,  given  feveral  curious 
particulars  from  our  author,  of  the 
manners  of  the  favage  tribes  which 
were  fcattered  over  the  continent 
of  America,  we  fhal'i  now  lay  be¬ 
fore  our  readers  fome  fketches 
from  the  account  which  he  gives  of 
the  Hate  of  improvement,  in  the 
comparatively  highly  civilized  em¬ 
pires  of  Mexico  and  Peru. 

The  right  of  private  property 
was  perfectly  underdood,  and  eda- 
b! idled  in  its  full  extent.  Among 
feveral  favage  tribes,  we  have  feen, 
that  the  idea  of  a  title  to  the  lepa- 
rate  and  exclufive  poffeffion  of  any. 
object  was  hardly  known  ;  and  that 
among  all,  it  was  extremely  limited 
and  ill-defined.  But  in  Mexico, 
where  agriculture  and  indudry  had 
made  fome  progrefs,  the  didinddion 
between  real  and  moveable  poffeffi- 
ons,  between  property  in  land  and 
property  in  goods,  had  taken  place. 
Both  might  be  transferred  from 
one  perfon  to  another  by  fale  or 
barter;  both  might  defeend  by  in¬ 
heritance.  Every  perfon  who  could 
be  denominated  a  free  m.an  had 
property  in  land.  Phis,  however, 
they  held  by  various  tenures.  Some 
poffeffed  it  in  full  right,  and  it 
defeended  to  their  heirs.  The  ti- 
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■tie  of  others  to  their  lands  was  de¬ 
rived  from  the  office  or  dignity 
which  they  enjoyed;  and  when  de¬ 
prived. of  the  latter,  they  loft  poffef- 
fion  of  the  former.  Both  thefe 
modes  of  occupying  land  were 
deemed  noble,  and  peculiar  to  citi¬ 
zens  of  the  highed  clafs.  The  te¬ 
nure,  by  which  the  great  body  of 
the  people  held  their  property,  was 
very  different.  In  every  didridi  a 
certain  quantity  of  land  was  mea- 
fured  out,  in  proportion  to  the  num¬ 
ber  of  families.  This  was  cultivated 
by  the  joint  labour  of  the  whole; 
its  produce  was  depofited  in  a  com¬ 
mon  dorehoufe,  and  divided  among 
them  according  to  their  refpedtive 
exigencies.  The  members  of  the 
Calpulhe ,  or  affociarions,  could  no: 
alienate  their  fhare  of  the  common 
edate  ;  it  was  an  indivifible  per¬ 
manent  property,  dedined  for  the 
fupport  of  their  families  In  con- 
fequence  of  this  diftribution  of  the 
territory  of  the  date,  every  man 
had  an  intered  in  its  welfare,  and 
the  happinefs  of  the  individual  was 
connedled  with  the  public  feeurity. 

“  The  number  and  greatnefs  of 
the  cities  in  the  Mexican  empire 
is  one  of  the  mod  drifting  circum- 
dances,  that  didinguiffi  it  from 
thofe  nations  in  America  which 
we  have  already  deferibed.  While 
fociety  continues  in  a  rude  date, 
the  wants  of  men  are  fo  lew,  and 
they  Hand  fo  little  in  need  of  mu¬ 
tual  nffidance,  that  their  induce¬ 
ments  to  crowd  together  are  ex¬ 
tremely  feeble.  Their  indudry  at 
the  fame  time  is  fo  imperfedl,  that 
it  cannot  fecure  fubddence  for  any 
condderable  number  of  families' 
fettled  in  one  fpot.  They  live 
aifperfed,  at  this  period,  from 
choice  as  well  as  from  neceffity,  or 
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at  the  utmofl  affiemble  in  fmall 
hamlets  on  the  banks  of  the  river 
which  fupplies  them  with  food,  or 
on  the  border  of  fome  plain  left 
open  by  nature,  or  cleared  by  their 
own  labour*  The  Spaniards,  ac- 
cuftomed  to  this  mode  of  habitation 
among  all  the  favage  tribes  with 
which  they  were  then  acquainted, 
were  aflonifhed,  on  entering  New 
Spain,  to  find  the  natives  refiding 
in  towns  of  fuch  extent  as  refem- 
bled  thofe  of  Europe.  In  the  iiril 
fervour  of  their  admiration,  they 
compared  Zempoalla,  though  a 
town  only  of  the  fecond  or  third 
fize,  to  the  cities  of  greatefl  note 
in  their  own  country.  When,  af¬ 
terwards,  they  vifited  in  fucceffion 
Tiafcala,  Cholula,  Tacuba,  Te- 
zeuco,  and  Mexico  itfelf,  their 
amazement  increafed  fo  moon,  that 
It  led  them  to  convey  ideas  of  their 
magnitude  and  populoufnefs  bor- 
dering  on  what  is  incredible.  h.ven 
where  there  is  leifure  for  obferva- 
tion,  and  no  intereft  that  leads  to 
deceive,  conjectural  efiimates  of 
the  number  of  people  in  cities  are 
extremely  loofe,  and  ufuaily  muca 
exaggerated.  It  Is  not  furpriling, 
then,  that  Cortes  and  his  compa¬ 


nions,  little accudomed  tofuch  com¬ 
putations,  and  powerfully  tempted 
to  magnify,  in  order  to  exalt  the 
merit  of  their  own  difcoveries  and 
conquells,  fliould  have  been  be¬ 
trayed  into  this  common  error, 
and  have  raifed  their  defcriptions 
confiderably  above  truth.  For  this 
reafon,  fome  confiderable  abate¬ 
ment  ought  to  be  made  from 
their  calculation  of  the  number  of 
inhabitants  in  the  Mexican  cities, 
and  we  may  fix  the  ffiandard  of 
their  population  much  lower  than 
they  have  done;  but  (till  they  will, 
appear  to  be  cities  of  fuch  confe- 
quence,  as  are  not  to  be  found  but 
among  people  who  have  made  fome 
confiderable  progrefs  in  the  arts  of 
foci  a!  life*. 

«*  The  feparation  of  profeflions 
among  the  Mexicans  is  a  fymptom 
of  improvement  no  lefs  remark¬ 
able.  Arts,  in  the  early  ages  of 
fociety,  are  fo  few  and  fo  limple, 
that  each  man  is  fufficiently  mailer 
of  them  all,  to  gratify  every  de¬ 
mand  of  his  own  limited  defires. 
The  favage  can  form  his  bow, 
point  his  arrows,  rear  his  hut,  and 
hollow  his  canoe,  without  calling, 
in  the  aid  of  any  hand  more  fkilful 


*  The  early  Spanifh  writers  were  fo  hafty  and  inaccurate  in  efti  mating  the 
numbers  of  people  in  the  provinces  and  towns  of  America,  that  it  is  impoffiible 
to  ascertain  that  of  Mexico  itfelf  with  any  degree  ot  precihon.  _  Cortes  deknbes 
the  extent  and  populoufnefs  of  Mexico  in  general  terms,  which  imply,  that  it 
was  not  inferior  to  the  greateft  sities  in  Europe.  .  Gomara  is  more  explicit,  and 
affirms  that  there  were  60,000  hordes,  or  families  in  Mexico.  Cion.  c.  7S. 
Herrera  adopts  his  opinion.  Dec.  ii.  lib,  vii.  c.  13-;  and  the  geneiahty  of 
writers  follow  them  implicitly  without  inquiry  or  fcruple.  According  to  tms 
account,  the  inhabitants  of  Mexico  mnft  have  been  about  300,000.  i  orque- 
lada  with  his  ufual  propenfity  to  the  marvellous,  afferts,  that  there  were  a 
hundred  and  twenty  theufand  hordes  or  families  in  Mexico,  and  confequently 
about  fix  hundred  thoufand  inhabitants.  Lib.  iii.  c.  23-  But  m.  a  very  judi¬ 
cious- account -of  the  Mexican  empire,  by  one  of  Cortes’s  officers,  the  popula¬ 
tion  is  fixed  at  60,000  people.  Ramidio,  iii.  309,  A.  Even  by  this  account,- 
which  probably  is  much  nearer  the  truth  than  any  of  the  foregoing,  Mexico 

was  a  great  city.  ■  , 
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than  his  own.  Time  mull  have 
augmented  the  wants  of  men,  and 
ripened  th^ir  ingenuity,  before  the 
productions  of  art  become  fo  com¬ 
plicated  in  their  Hru&ure,  or  fo 
curious  in  their  fabric,  that  a  par¬ 
ticular  courfe  of  education  is  re- 
quifite  towards  forming  the  arti¬ 
ficer  to  expertnefs  in  contrivance 
and  workman flr ip.  In  proportion 
as  refinement  fpreads,  the  diftinc- 
tion  of  profeflions  increases,  and 
they  branch  out  into  more  numer¬ 
ous  and  minute  fubdivifions.  A- 
mong  the  Mexicans,  this  fepara- 
tion  of  the  arts  neceffary  in  life 
had  taken  place  to  a  confiderable 
extent.  The  functions  of  the  ma- 
fon,  the  weaver,  the  goldfmith, 
the  painter,  and  of  feveral  .pther 
crafts,  were  carried  on  by  different 
perfons.  Each  was  regularly  in¬ 
truded  in  his  calling.  To  it  alone 
his  induftry  was  confined  ;  and  by 
affiduous  application  to  one  objed, 
together  with  the  perfevering  pa¬ 
tience  peculiar  to  Americans,  their 
artizans  attained  to  a  degree  of 
neatnefs  and  perfedion  in  work  far 
beyond  what  could  have  been  ex¬ 
pected  from  the  rude  tools  which 
they  employed.  Their  various 
produdions  were  brought  into 
commerce  ;  and  by  the  exchange 
of  them  in  the  Hated  markets  held 
in  the  cities,  their  mutual  wants 
were  fupplied,  in  fuch  orderly  in- 
tercourfe  as  charaderifes  an  im¬ 
proved  date  of  fociety. 

“  The  diftindion  of  ranks  efta- 
blifhed  in  the  Mexican  empire  is 
the  next  circumltance  that  merits 
attention.  In  furveying  the  lavage 
tribes  of  America,  ,we  obferved, 
that  conlcioufnefs  of  equality,  and 
impatience  of  fubordination,  are 
ientiments  natural  to  man  in  the 
infancy  of  civil  life.  Turing 


peace,  the  authority  of  a  fuperior 
is  hardly  felt  among  them,  and 
even  in  war  it  is  but  little  acknow¬ 
ledged.  Strangers  to  the  idea  of 
property,  the  difference  in  condi¬ 
tion  refulting  from  it  is  unknown. 
Birth  or  titles  confer  no  pre-emi¬ 
nence  ;  it  is  only  by  perfonal  merit 
and  accomplifhments  that  k  can  be 
acquired.  -The  form  of  fociety 
was  very  different  among  the 
Mexicans.  The  great  body  of  the 
people  were  in  a  moll  humiliating 
Hate.  A  confiderable  number, 
known  by  the  name  of  Mayeques , 
nearly  refembled  in  condition  thofe 
peafants  who,  under  various  deno¬ 
minations,  were  confidered,  dur¬ 
ing  the  prevalence  of  the  feudal 
fyliem,  as  inllruments  of  labour 
attached  to  the  foil.  The  Mayeques 
could  not  change  tiieir  place  of  re- 
fidence  without  permifiion  of  the 
fuperior  on  whom  they  depended. 
They  were  conveyed,  together 
with  the  lands  on  which  they  were 
fettled,  from  one  proprietor  to  an, 
other  ;  aAd  were  bound  to  culti¬ 
vate  the  ground,  and  to  perform 
feveral  kinds  of  fervi'e  work. 
Others  were  reduced  to  the  Joweft 
form  of  fubjeCtion,  that  of  domeftic 
fervitude,  and  felt  the  urmoll  ri¬ 
gour  of  that  wretched  Hate.  Their 
condition  was  held  to  be  fo  vile, 
and  their  lives  deemed  to  be  of  fo 
little  value,  that  a  perfon  who  kill¬ 
ed  one  of  thcfe  Haves  was  not  fub- 
jedled  to  any  punifhment.  Even 
thofe  confidered  as  freemen,  were 
treated  by  their  haughty  lords  as 
beings  of  an  inferior  fpecies.  The 
nobles,  pofiefied  of  ample  territo¬ 
ries,  were  divided  into  various 
claffes,  to  each  of  which  peculiar 
titles  of  honour  belonged.  Some 
of  thefe  titles,  like  their  lands,  de- 
feendcd  from  father  to  fon  in  perpe¬ 
tual 
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tual  fucceffion.  Others  were  an¬ 
nexed  to  particular  offices,  or  con¬ 
ferred  during  life  as,  marks  of  per¬ 
sonal  diftin&i  n.  The  monarch, 
exalted  above  all,  enjoyed  ex  ten - 
five  power,  and  fupreme  dignity. 
Thus  the  diflindtion  of  ranks  was 
completely  eftablifhed,  in  a  line  of 
regular  fubordination,  reaching 
from  the  high  eft  to  the  loweft 
piember  of  the  community.  Each 
of  thefe  knew  what  he  could  claim, 
and  what  he  owed.  The  people, 
who  were  not  allowed  to  wear  a 
drefs  of  the  fame  fafhion,  or  to 
dwell  in  houfes  of  a  form  fimilar 
to  thofe  of  the  nobles,  accofted 
them  with  the  moil  fubmmive  re¬ 
verence.  In  the  prefence  of  their 
Sovereign,  they  dqrft  not  lift  their 


«e 


The  fpirit  of  the  Mexicans,, 
thus  familiarised  and  bended  tq 
fubordination,  was  prepared  for 
fubmitting  to  monarchical  govern¬ 
ment.  But  the  defcriptidiis  of  their 
policy  and  laws,  by  the  Spaniards 
who  overturned  them,  are  fo  inac¬ 
curate  and  con  trad  i  dory,  that  it  is 
difficult  to  delineate  the  form  of 
their  conftitution  with  any  preci- 
fion.  Sometimes  they  reprefent 
the  monarch s  of  Mexico  as  abfo- 
lute,  deciding  according  to.  their 
pleafure,  with  refped  to  every 
operation  of  the  ftate.  On  other 
occafions,  we  difcover  the  traces 
of  eftablifhed  cuftoms  and  laws, 
framed  in  order  to  circa mfcribe  the 
power  of  the  crown,  and  we  meet 
with  rights  and  privileges  of  the 


eves  from  the  ground,  or  look  him  nobles  which  feem  to  be  oppoied  as 


in 


the  face.  The  nobles  them 


felves,  when  admitted  to  an  audi¬ 


ence  of  their  fovereign,  entered 
bare-footed,  m  mean  garments, 
and,  as  his  (laves,  paid  him  ho¬ 
mage  approaching  to  adoration. 
This  relped  due  from  in f epiprs  to 
thole  Above  them  in  rank,  was 
eilabUffied  with  inch  terenionious 


barriers  againft  its  encroachments. 
This  appearance  of  inconfiftency 
has  arifen  from  inattention  to  the 
innovations  of  Montezuma  upon 
the  Mexican  policy.  Elis  afpiring 
ambition  Subverted  the  ancient  fyf- 
tern  of  government,  and  introduced 
a  pure  defpotifrn.  He  disregarded 


their  laws,  violated  their  privi- 


accuracy,  that  it  incorporated  with  leges,  and  reduced  his  fubjeCis  of 
their  language,  and  influenced  its  every  order  to  the  level  of  flav.es . 
oenius  and  idiom.  The  Mexican  The  chiefs,  or  nobles  of  the  firft 
abounded  in  expreffions  of  rank,  fubmiued  to  the  yoke  with 
reverence  and  courtefy.  The  ilile  fuch  reluctance,  that,  from  linpa- 
an  reflations,  ufed  in  the  in-  tie  nee  to  ffiake  it  off,  and  hope  or 

l>  V*  if'  “  *  1 


tercourfe  between  ccjuais, 


would 


have  been  fo  unbecoming  in  the 
(nouth  of  one  in  a  lower  fphere, 
when  he  accofted  a  perfon  in  higher 
rank,  as  to  be  deemed  an  insult, 
It  is  only  in  focietiep  which  time 
and  the'  inftitution  of  regular  go¬ 
vernment  have  moulded  into  form, 
that  vve  find  fuch  an  orderly  ar¬ 
rangement  of  men  into  different 
ranks,  and  fuch  nice  attention  paid 
to  their  various  ngats. 

6 


reccves ing  their  original  rights, 
many  of  them  courted  the  protec¬ 
tion  of  Cortes^  and  joined  a  fo¬ 
reign  power  againft  their  domeftic 
oppreffor.  It  is  not  then  under 
the  reign  of  Montezuma,  but  un¬ 
der  thofe  of  his  predeceffors,  that 
we  can  difeover  what  was  the  ori¬ 
ginal  form  and  genius  of  Mexican 
policy.  From  the  foundation  of 
the  monarchy  to  the  eledlion  of 
Montezuma,  it  feems  to  have  fob- 
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fided  with  little  variation.  That 
body  of  citizens,  which  may  be 
diftinguifhed  by  the  name  of  no¬ 
bility,  formed  the  chief  and  mod 
refpeftable  order  in  the  date.  They 
were  of  various  ranks,  as  has  al¬ 
ready  been  obferved,  and  their  ho¬ 
nours  were  acquired  and  tranlmit- 
ted  in  different  manners.  '1  heir 
number  feems  to  have  heen  great. 
According  to  an  author  accuftomed 
to  examine  with  attention  what  he 
relates,  there  were  in  the  Mexican 
empire  thirty  of  this  order,  each 
of  which  had  in  his  territories 
about  a  hundred  thoufand  people  ; 
and  fubordinate  to  thefe,  there 
were  about  three  thoufand  nobles 
of  a  lower  clafs.  The  territories 
belonging  to  the  chiefs  of  Tezuco 
and  Tacuba,  were  hardly  inferior 
in  extent  to  thofe  of  the  Mexican 
monarch.  Each  of  thefe  poffeded 
complete  territorial  jurifdiftion, 
and  levied  taxes  from  their  own 
vafTals.  But  all  followed  the  dan- 
dard  of  Mexico  in  war,  fervino- 
with  a  number  of  men  in  propor¬ 
tion  to  their  domain,  and  mod  of 
them  paid  tribute  to  its  monarch  as 
their  fuperior  lord, 

“  In  tracing  thofe  great  lines  of 
the  Mexican  conditution,  an  image 
of  feudal  policy  in  its  mod  rigid 
form  rifes  to  view',  and  we  difeern 
its  three  diftinguifhing  charafterif- 
tics,  a  nobility  poffe  fling  almod 
independent  authority,  a  people 
deprefTed  into  the  lowed  date  of 
fubjeftion,  and  a  king  entruded 
with  the  executive  power  of  the 
date.  Its  fpirit  and  principles 
deem  to  have  operated  in  the  New 
World,  in  the  fame  manner,  as  in 
the  ancient.  The  jurifdifticn  of 
the  crown  was  extremely  limited, 
all  real  and  effective  authority  was 
retained  by  the  Mexican  nobles  in 
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their  own  hands,  and  the  fhadow 
of  it  only  left  to  the  king.  jea¬ 
lous  to  excefs  of  their  own  rights, 
they  guarded  with  molt  vigilant 
anxiety  againd  the  encroachments 
of  their  fovereigns.  By  a  funda¬ 
mental  law  of  the  empire,  it  was 
provided  that  the  king  fhould  not 
dete  rmine  concerning  any  point  of 
general  importance  Without  the 
approbation  of  a  council  compofed 
of  the  prime  nobility.  Unlefs  he 
obtained  their  confent  he  could  not 
engage  the  nation  in  war,  nor 
could  he  difpofe  of  the  mod  confi- 
derable  branch  of  the  public  reve¬ 
nue  at  pleafure  ;  it  was  appropri¬ 
ated  to  certain  purpofes  from 
which  it  could  not  be  diverted  by 
the  regal  authority.  In  order  to 
fecure  full  efFeft  to  thofe  conditu- 
tional  redraints,  the  Mexican  no¬ 
bles  did  not  permit  their  crown  to 
defeend  by  inheritance,  but  dif- 
pofed  of  it  by  eleftion.  The  right 
of  eleftion  feems  to  have  been  ori¬ 
ginally  veded  in  the  whole  body  of 
nobility,  but  was  afterwards  com¬ 
mitted  to  fix  electors,  of  whom  the 
chiefs  of  Tezuco  and  Tacuba  were 
always  two.  From  refpeft  for  the 
family  of  their  monarchs,  the 
choice  fell  generally  upon  fome 
perfon  fprung  from  it.  But  as  the 
activity  and  valour  of  their  prince 
was  of  greater  moment  to  a  people 
perpetually  engaged  in  war,  than 
a  drift  adherence  to  the  order  of 
birth,  collaterals  of  mature  age  or 
didinguifhed  merit  were  often  pre¬ 
ferred  to  thofe  who  were  nearer 
the  throne  in  direft  defeent.  To 
this  maxim,  in  their  policy,  the 
Mexicans  appear  to  be  indebted 
for  fuch  a  fucceflion  of  able  and 
warlike  princes,  as  raifed  their 
empire  in  a  fhort  period  to  that  ex¬ 
traordinary  height  of  power,  which 

it 
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it  had  attained  when  Cortes  landed 
in  New  Spain. 

44  While  the  jurifdiftion  of  the 
Mexican  Monarchs  continued  to  be 
limited,  it  is  probable  that  it  was 
exercifed  with  little  odentation. 
But  as  their  authority  became  more 
extenfive,  the  fplendour  of  their 
government  augmented.  It  was 
in  this  lail  date  that  the  Spaniards 
beheld  it,  and  (truck  with  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  Montezuma’s  court, 
they  defcribe  its  pomp  at  great 
length,  and  with  much  admiration. 
The  number  of  his  attendants,  the 
order,  the  silence,  'and  the  reve¬ 
rence  with  which  they  ferved  him  ; 
the  vail  extent  of  his  royal  manfion, 
the  variety  of  its  apartments  allot¬ 
ted  to  different  officers,  and  the 
odentation  with  which  his  grandeur 
was  difplayed,  whenever  he  per¬ 
mitted  his  fubjefts  -to  behold  him, 
feem  to  referable  the  magnificence 
of  the  ancient  monarchies  in  Alia, 
'rather  than  the  fimplicity  of  the 
infant  dates  in  the  New  World. 

.  “  'But  it  was  not  in  the  mere  pa¬ 
rade  of  royalty  that  the  Mexican 
potentates  exhibited  their7  power, 
they  manifested  it  more  beneficially 
in  the  order  and  regularity  with 
.  which  they  conduced:  the  internal 
administration  and  police  of  their 
dominions.  Complete  junfdibtion , 
civil  -as  well  as  criminal,  over  its 
own  immediate  vaffals,  was  veiled 
in  the  crown.  Judges  were,  ap¬ 
pointed  for  each  'department,  and 
if  we  may  rely  on  the  account 
which  the  Spans fh  writers  give  of 
the  maxims  and  laws  upon  which 
they  founded  their  deciiions  witn 
j-efpeft  to  the  diftribution  of  pro¬ 
perty  and  the  punifhmen.t  of  crimes, 
juilice  was  adminiftered  in  the 
Mexican  empire,  with  a  degree  cf 
order  and  equity,  refembling  what 
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takes  place  in  fociedes  highly  ci¬ 
vilized. 

“  Their  attention  in  providing 
for  the  fupport  of  government  was 
not  lefs  fagacious.  Taxes  were 
laid  upon  land,  upon  the  acquid- 
tions  of  induftry,  and  upon  com¬ 
modities  of  every  kind  expofed  to 
fale  in  the  public  markets.  Thefe 
duties,  though  confiderable,  were 
not  arbitrary  or  unequal.  They 
were  .impaled  according  to  eila- 
biifhed  rules,  and  each  knew  what 
fhare  of  the  common  burden  he  had 
to  bear.  As  the  ufe  of  money  was 
unknown,  all  the  taxes  were  paid 
in  kind,  and  thus  not  only  the  na¬ 
tural  produ&ions  of  all  the  differ¬ 
ent  provinces  in  the  empire,  but 
every  fpecies  of  manufacture,  and 
every  work  of  ingenuity  and  art 
were  colleited  in  the  public  dore- 
houfes.  From  thofe  the  empe:or 
fupplied  his  numerous  train  of  at¬ 
tendants  in  peace,  and  his  armies 
during  war,  with  food,  with  deaths, 
and  ornaments.  People  of  infe¬ 
rior  condition,  neither  poffeffmg 
land  ndr  engaged  in  commerce, 
were  bound  to  the  performance  of 
various  fervices.  By  their  dated 
labour  the  crown  lands  were  culti¬ 
vated,  public  works  were  carried 
on,  and  the  various  houfes  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  emperor,  were  built,  and 
kept  in  repair. 

**  The  improved  date  of  govern¬ 
ment  among  the  Mexicans  is  con- 
fpicuous  not  only  in  points  effen- 
tial  to  the  being  of  a  well-ordered 
fociety,  but  in  feveral  regulations 
of  inferior  confequence  with  re- 
fpeft  to  police.  The  inftitution, 
which  1  have  already  mentioned, 
of  public  couriersj  llationed  at  pro¬ 
per  intervals,  to  convey  intelli¬ 
gence  from  one  part  of  the  empire 
to  the  other,  was  a  refinement  iq. 

police 
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police  not  introduced  into  any 
kingdom  of  Europe  at  that  period. 
The  itrud  ure  of  the  capital  city  in 
a  lake,  with  artificial  dykes,  and 
caufeways  of  great  length,  which 
ferved  as  avenues  to  ic  from  differ¬ 
ent  quarters,  ereded  in  the  vv.iter 
with  no  lefs  ingenuity  than  labour, 
feems  to  be  an  idea  that  could  not 
have  occurred  to  any  buc  a  civilized 
people.  The  fame  obfervation 
may  be  applied  to  the  ftru&ure  of 
the  aqueduds,  or  conduits,  by 
which  they  conveyed  a  dream  of 
frefh  water,  from  a  confiderable 
diftance,  into  the  cit\ ,.  along  one 
of  the  caufeways*.  The  appoint¬ 
ment  of  a  confiderable  number  of 
perfons  to  clean  the  ftreets,  to  light 
them  by  fires  kindled  in  different 
places,  and  to  patrole  as  watch¬ 
men  during  the  night,  difcovers  a 
degree  of  attention  which  even  po- 
lifhed  nations  are  late  in  acquire 
ing' 

“  The  progrefs  of  the  Mexicans 
in  various  arts  is  confidered  as  the 
moft  decilive  proof  of  their  fupe- 
rior  refinement.  Cortes,  and  the 
early  Spaniih  authors,  deferibe 
this  with  r  pture,  and  maintain, 
that  the  moft  celebrated  European 
artifts  could  not  furpafs  or  even 
equal  them  in  ingenuity  and  neat- 
nefs  of  workmanfhip.  They  re- 


prefented  men,  animals,  and  other 
objeds,  by  fuch  a  difpoficion  of 
various  coloured  feathers,  as  is 
faid  to  have  produced  all  the  ef¬ 
fects  of  light  and  fhade,  and  to 
have  imitated  nature  with  truth 
and  delicacy.  Their  ornaments  of 
gold  and  filver  have  been  deferibed 
to  be  of  a  fabric  no  lefs  curious. 
B  ut  in  forming  any  idea,  from  ge¬ 
neral  defer iptions,  concerning  the 
ftate  of  arts  among  nations  imper- 
fedly  polifhed ,  we  are  extremely 
ready  to  err.  In  examining:  the 
works  or  people  whofe  advances  ia 
improvement  are  nearly  the  fame 
wuh  our  own,  we  view  them  with 
a  critical,  and  often  with»a  jealous 
eye.  Whereas,  when  confcious  of 
our  own  fuperiority,  wefurvey  the 
arts  of  nuions  comparatively  rude, 
we  are  aftoniftied  at  works  executed 
by  them  under  fuch  manifeft  dif¬ 
ad  vantages,  and  in  the  warmth  of 
our  admiration,  are  apt  to  repre- 
fent  them  as  productions  more 
finifhed  than  they  really  are.  To 
the  influence  of  this  illufion,  with¬ 
out  fuppofmg  any  intention  to  de¬ 
ceive,  we  may  impute  the  exagge¬ 
ration  of  feme  Spanilh  authors,  in 
their  accounts  of  the  Mexican 
arts.” 

Our  author,  after  an  enquiry  in¬ 
to  the  ftate  of  their  art3,  and  feve- 


*  Cortes,  who  feems  to  have  been  as  much  aftonifhed  with  this,  as  with  any 
inftance  of  Mexican  ingenuity,  gives  a  particular  defcription  of  it.  Along  one 
of  the  caufeways,  fays  h^,  bywhich  they  enter  the  city,  are  conduced  two 
conduits,  compofed  of  clay  tempered  with  mortar,  about  two  paces  in  breadth, 
and  railed  about  fix  feet.  Tn  one  of  them  is  conveyed  a  A ream  of  excellent  wa¬ 
ter,  as  large  as  the  body  cf  a  man,  into  the  'centre  of  the  city,  and  it  fupplies 
all  the  inhabitants  plentifully.  The  other  is  empty,  that  when  it  is  ne- 
celTary  to  clean,  or  repair. the  former,  the  ftream  of  water  may  be  turned  into 
it.  As  this  conduit  pafles  along  two  of  the  bridges,  where  there  are  breaches 
in  the  caufeway,  through  which  the  lalt-water  of  the  lake  flows,  it  is 
. conveyedover  them  in  pipes  as  large  as  the  body  of  an  ox,  then  carried  from 
.the  conduit  to  the  remote  quarters  of  the  city  in  canoes,  and  fold  to  the  inhabi¬ 
tants.  Relat.  ap.  Ramuf.  24.1,  A. 
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ral  carious  particulars  of  the  me¬ 
thod  of  Pidure  Writing ,  pradlifed 
by  the  Mexicans,  gives  the  follow¬ 
ing  inftance  of  even  a  philofophical 
obfervation  with  refpedt  to  the  or¬ 
der  of  time  and  the  face  of  the 
heavens. 

<c  Their  mode  of  computing 
time  may  be  confidcred  as  a  more 
decifive  evidence  of  their  progrefs 
in  improvement.  They  divided 
their  year  into  eighteen  months, 
each  confifting  of  twenty  days, 
amounting  in  all  to  three  hundred 
and  fixty.  Bur  as  they  obferved 
that  the  courfe  of  the  fun  was  not 
completed  in  that  time,  they  added 
five  days  to  the  year.  Thefe, 
which  were  properly  intercalary 
days,  they  termed  fupernumerary  or 
wafte ;  and  as  they  did  not  belong 
to  any  month,  no  work  was  done, 
and  no  facred  rite  performed  on 
them  ;  they  were  devoted  wholly 
to  feftivity  and  paftime.  This 
near  approach  to  philofophical  ac¬ 
curacy  is  a  remarkable  proof  that 
the  Mexicans  had  beftowed  fome 
attention  upon  inquiries  and  {pe¬ 
culations,  to  which  men  in  a 
very  rude  Hate  never  turn  their 
thoughts.” 

We  fihall  now  fele£i  fome  curious 
particulars  from  our  author’s  ac¬ 
count  of  the  policy  and  civilization 
of  the  empire  of  the  Incas. 

ei  The  people  of  Peru,  as  I  have 
already  obferved,  had  not  advanced 
beyond  the  rudeft  form  of  favage 
life,  when  Manco  Capac,  and  his 
con  fort  Mama  Ocollo*  appeared  to 
inftru£t  and  civilize  them*  Who 
thefe  extraordinary  perfanages 
were,  whether  they  imported  their 
fyftem  of  legHIation  and  know¬ 
ledge  of  arts  from  fome  country 
more  improved,  or,  if  natives  of 
Peru,  how  they  acquired  ideas  fo 


far  fuperior  to  thofe  of  the  people 
whom  they  addrefled,  are  circum- 
ftances  with  refpeft  to  which  the 
Peruvian  tradition  conveys  no  in¬ 
formation.  Manco  Capac  and 
his  confort,  taking  advantage  of 
the  propensity  in  the  Peruvians  to 
fuperftition,  and  particularly  cf 
their  veneration  for  the  fun,  pre¬ 
tended  to  be  children  of  that  glo¬ 
rious  luminary,  and  to  deliver 
their  inftru&ions  in  his  name  and 
authority.  The  multitude  liftened 
and  believed.  What  reformation 
in  policy  and  manners  the  Peru¬ 
vians  afcribe  to  thofe  founders  of 
their  empire,  and  how,  from  the 
precepts  of  the  Inca  and  his  con- 
fort,  their  anceftors  gradually  ac¬ 
quired  fome  knowledge  of  thofe 
arts,  and  fome  relifh  for  that  in- 
duftry,  which  render  fubfiftence 
iecure  and  life  comfortable,  hath 
been  formerly  related.  Thofe 
blefiings  were  originally  confined 
within  narrow  precinfls ;  for  the 
authority  of  the  firft  Inca  did  not 
reach  many  leagues  beyond  Cuzco. 
But,  in  procefs  of  time,  his  fuc- 
ceflors  extended  their  dominion 
over  all  the  regions  that  ftretch  to 
the  weft  of  the  Andes  from  Chili 
to  Quito,  eftablifhing  in  every 
province  their  peculiar  policy  and 
religious  inftitudons. 

“  The  moft  fingular  and  ftriking 
circumftance  in  the  Peruvian  go¬ 
vernment,  is  the  influence  of  reli¬ 
gion  upon  its  genius  and  laws. 
Religious  ideas  make  fuch  a  feeble 
impreflion  on  the  mind  of  a  favage, 
that  their  effect  upon  his  fenti- 
ments  and  manners  are  hardly  per¬ 
ceptible.  Among  the  Mexicans, 
religion,  reduced  into  a  regular 
fvftem,  and  holding  a  conliderable 
place  in  their  public  inftitudons, 
operated  with  confpicuous  efficacy 

in 
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in  forming  the  peculiar  character 
of  that  people.  But  in  Peru,  the 
whole  fyftem  of  civil  policy  was 
founded  on  religion.  The  Inca 
appeared  not  only  as  a  legiflator, 
but  as  the  meffenger  of  heaven. 
His  precepts  were  received  not 
merely  as  the  injunctions  of  a  fu- 
perior,  but  as  the  mandates  of  the 
Deity.  His  race  was  held  to  be 
facred  ;  and  in  order  to  preferve  it 
diftincl,  without  being  polluted  by 
any  mixture  of  inferior  blood,  the 
fons  of  Manco  Capac  married  their 
own  lifters,  and  no  perfon  was  ever 
admitted  to  the  throne  who  could 
not  claim  it  by  fuch  a  pure  defcent. 
To  thole  Children  of  the  Sun,  for 
that  was  the  appellation  bellowed 
Upon  all  the  offspring  of  the  firft 
Inca,  the  people  looked  up  with 
the  reverence  due  to  beings  of  a 
fuperior  order.  They  were  deemed 
to  be  under  the  immediate  protec¬ 
tion  of  the  deity  from  whom  they 
iffued,  and  by  him  every  order  of 
the  reigning  Inca  was  fuppofed  to 
be  diftated. 

From  thofe  ideas  two  confe- 
quences  refulted.  The  authority 
of  the  Inca  was  unlimited  and  ab- 
folute,  in  the  moft  extenlive  mean¬ 
ing  of  the  words.  Whenever  the 
decrees  of  a  prince  are  conlidered 
as  the  commands  of  the  Divinity, 
it  is  not  only  an  aft  of  rebellion, 
but  of  impiety,  to  difpute  or  op- 
pofe  his  will.  Obedience  becomes 
a  duty  of  religion  ;  and  as  it  would 
be  profane  to  controul  a  monarch 
under  the  guidance  of  Heaven, 
and  prefumptuous  to  advife  him, 
nothing  remains  but  to  fubmit  with 
implicit  refpeCl.  This  mull  ne- 
ceffarily  be  the  effeCt  of  every  go¬ 
vernment  eftablilhed  on  preten- 
iions  of  intercourse  with  fuperior 
powers.  Such  accordingly  was  the 
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blind  fubmiffion  which  the  Peru¬ 
vians  yielded  to  their  fovereigns. 
'Idle  perfons  of  higheft  rank  and 
greateft  power  in  their  dominions 
acknowledged  them  to  be  of  a  more 
exalted  nature  ;  and  in  teftimony 
of  this,  when  admitted  into  their 
prefence,  they  entered  with  a  bur¬ 
den  upon  their  (boulders,  as  aft. 
emblem  of  their  fervitude,  and 
vvillinglefs  to  bear  whatever  the 
Inca  was pleafed  toimpofe.  Among 
their  lubjeCls,  force  was  not  requi- 
fite  to  fecond  their  commands. 
Every  officer  entrufled  with  the 
execution  of  them  was  revered, 
and,  according  to  the  account  of 
an  intelligent  obferver  of  Peruvian 
manners,  might  proceed  alone  from 
one  extremity  of  the  empire  to  an¬ 
other,  without  meeting  oppoftcion  ; 
for,  on  producing  a  fringe  from 
the  royal  Borla ,  an  ornament  pe¬ 
culiar  to  the  reigning  Inca,  the 
lives  and  fortunes  of  the  people 
were  at  his  difpofal. 

‘‘  Another  confequence  of  efla- 
blilhing  government  in  Peru  on 
the  foundation  of  religion,  was, 
that  all  crimes  were  punifhed  ca¬ 
pitally.  They  were  not  confidered 
as  tranfgreffions  of  human  laws, 
but  as  infults  offered  to  the  Deity. 
Each,  without  any  diftindlion 
between  fuch  as  were  (light  and 
fuch  as  were  atrocious,  called  for 
vengeance,  and  could  be  expiated 
only  by  the  blood  of  the  offender. 
Confonantly  to  the  fame  ideas, 
puniffunent  followed  the  trefpafs 
with  inevitable  certainty,  becaufe 
an  offence  againft  Heaven  was 
deemed  fuch  an  high  enormity  as 
could  not  be  pardoned.  Among  a 
peopleof  corrupted  morals,  maxims 
of  jurifprudence  fo  fevereand  unre¬ 
lenting,  by  rendering  men  fero¬ 
cious  and  defperate,  would  be  more 
Q ji  apt 
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art  to  mult'ply  crimes  than  to  re¬ 
ft -un  them.  But  the  Peruvians, 
of  Ample  manners  and  unfufpicious 
faith,  were  held  in  fuch  awe  by 
this  rigid  difcipline,  that  the  num¬ 
ber  of  offenders  were  extremely 
fmall.  Veneration  for  monatchs, 
enlightened  and  diredted,  as  they 
believed,  by  the  divinity  whom 
they  adored,  prompted  them  to 
their  duty  ;  the  dread  of  punifti- 
ment,  which  they  were  taught  to 
confider  as  unavoidable  vengeance 
inflidled  by  offended  Heaven,  with¬ 
held  them  from  evil. 

The  fyftem  of  fuperftition  on 
which  the  Incas  ingrafted  their 
pretenfions  to  fuch  high  authority, 
wus  of  a  genius  very  different  from 
that  eftablilhed  among  the  Mexi¬ 
cans.  Man co  Capae  turned  the 
veneration  cf  bis  followers  entirely 
towards  natural  objects.  The  fun, 
as  the  great  fource  of  light,  of 
joy,  and  fertility  in  the  creation, 
attradled  their  principal  homage. 
The  moon  and  liars,  as  co-ope¬ 
rating  wiih  him,  were  entitled  to 
fecondary  honours.  Wherever  the 
propenfuy  in  the  human  mind  to 
acknowledge  and  to  adore  fome 
fupe  ior  power,  takes  this  direction, 
ana  is  employed  in  contemplating 
the  Older  and  beneficence  that 
really  exift  in  nature,  the  fpirit  of 
fuperftition  is  mild.  Wherever 
imaginary  beings,  created  by  the 
fancy  and  the  fears  of  men,  are 
fucpofed  to  prefide  in  nature,  and 
become  the  objedls  of  worlhip,  fu¬ 
perftition  always  affumes  a  wilder 
and  more  atrocious  form.  Of  the 
latter  we  have  an  example  among 
the  Mexicans,  of  the  former  among 
the  people  of  Peru.  They  had 
not,  indeed,  made  fuch  progrefs 
in  obfervation  or  inquiry,  as  to 
have  attained  juft  conceptions  of 
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the  Deity  ;  nor  was  there  in  their 
language  any  proper  name  or  ap¬ 
pellation  of  the  Supreme  Power, 
which  intimated  that  they  had 
formed  any  idea  of  him  as  the 
Creator  and  Governor  of  the 
world.  But  by  diredting  their  ve¬ 
neration  to  that  glorious  luminary, 
which,  by  its  univerfal  and  vivi¬ 
fying  energy,  is  the  beft  emblem 
of  divine  beneficence,  the  rites 
and  obfervances  which  they  deem¬ 
ed  acceptable  to  him  were  innocent 
and  humane.  They  offered  to  the 
fun  a  part  of  thofe  productions 
which  his  genial  warmth  had  called 
forth  from  the  bofom  of  the  earth, 
and  reared  to  maturity.  They  fa- 
crificed,  as  an  oblation  of  grati¬ 
tude,  fome  of  the  animals  who 
were  indebted  to  his  influence  for 
nouiifhment.  .  They  prefented  to 
him  choice  fpecimens  of  thofe 
works  of  ingenuity  which  his  light 
had  guided  the  hand  of  man  in 
forming.  But  the  Incas  never 
ftained  his  al  cars  with  human  blood, 
nor  could  they  conceive  that  their 
beneficent  father  the  fun  would  be 
delighted  with  fuch  horrid  victims. 
Thus  the  Peruvians,  unacquainted 
with  thofe  barbarous  rites  which 
exunguifh  fenfibility,  and  fupprefs 
the  feelings  of  nature  at  the  fight 
of  human  bufferings,  were  formed, 
by  the  fpirit  of  the  fuperftition 
which  they  had  adopted,  to  a  na¬ 
tional  charadter  more  gentle  than, 
that  of  any  people  in  America. 

ts  Its  influence  operated  even 
upon  their  civil  inftitutions,  and 
tended  to  correct  in  them  any  thing 
that  was  adverfe  to  gentlenefs  of 
character.  The  dominion  of  the 
Incas,  though  the  moll  abfolute  of 
all  defpotifms,  was  mitigated  by 
its  alliance  with  religion.  The 
mind  was  not  humbled  and  de« 
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prefled  by  the  idea  of  a  forced  fub- 
jedion  to  the  will  of  a  fuperior; 
obedience,  paid  to  one  who  was 
believed  to  be  clothed  with  divine 
authority,  was  willingly  yielded, 
and  implied  no  degradation.  The 
fovereign,  confcious  that  the  fub- 
milfive  reverence  of  his  people 
flowed  from  their  belief  of  his  hea¬ 
venly  defcent,  was  continually  re¬ 
minded  of  a  diftindion  which 
prompted  him  to  imitate  that  be¬ 
neficent  power  which  he  was  fup- 
pofed  to  reprefent.  In  confequence 
of  thofe  impreffions,  there  hardly 
occurs  in  the  traditional  hiftory  of 
Peru,  any  inftance  of  rebellion 
againft  the  reigning  prince,  and, 
among  twelve  fucceflive  monarchs, 
there  was  not  one  tyrant. 

“  Even  the  wars  in  which  the 
Incas  engaged,  were  carried  on 
with  a  fpirit  very  different  from 
that  of  other  American  nations. 
They  fought  not,  like  favages,  to 
dell roy  and  exterminate;  or,  like 
the  Mexicans,  to  glut  blood-thirlly 
divinities  with  human  facrifices. 
They  conquered,  in  order  to  re¬ 
claim  and  civilize  the  vanquifhed, 
and  to  diffufe  the  knowledge  of 
their  own  inftitutions  and  arts. 
Prifoners  feem  not  to  have  been 
expofed  to  the  infults  and  tortures, 
which  were  their  lot  in  every  other 
part  of  the  New  World.  The  In¬ 
cas  took  the  people  whom  they 
fubdued  under  their  protedion,  and 
admitted  them  to  a  participation 
of  all  the  advantages  enjoyed  by 
their  original  fubjeds.  This  prac¬ 
tice,  fo  repugnant:  to  American  fe¬ 
rocity,  and  refembling  the  huma¬ 
nity  of  the  moll  polifhed  nations, 
muft  be  afcribed,  like  other  pecu¬ 
liarities  which  we  have  obferved 
in  the  Peruvian  manners,  to  the 
genius  of  their  religion.  The  In- 
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cas,  confidering  the  homage  paid 
to  any  objed  but  the  heavenly 
powers  which  they  adored,  as  im¬ 
pious,  were  fond  of  gaining  pro- 
felytes  to  their  favourite  fyftem. 
The  idols  of  every  conquered  pro¬ 
vince  were  carried  in  triumph  to 
the  great  temple  at  Cuzco,  and 
placed  there  as  trophies  of  the  fu¬ 
perior  power  of  the  divinity  who 
was  the  protedor  of  the  empire. 
The  people  were  treated  with  le¬ 
nity,  and  intruded  in  tfee  religi¬ 
ous  tenets  of  their  new  mailer?, 
that  the  conqueror  might  have  the 
glory  of  having  added  to  tjie  num¬ 
ber  of  the  votaries  of  his  father  the 
Sun. 

“  The  Hate  of  property  in  Peru 
was  no  lefs  lingular  than  that  of 
religion,  and  contributed,  like- 
wife,  towards  giving  a  mild  turn 
of  charader  to  the  people.  All 
the  lands  capable  of  cultivation 
were  divided  into  three  (hares.  One 
was  confecrated  to  the  fun,  and 
whatever  it  produced  was  applied 
towards  the  eredion  of  temples, 
and  fuinifhing  what  was  requinte 
towards  celebrating  the  public  rites 
of  religion.  T  he  other  belonged 
to  the  Inca,  and  was  fee  apart  as 
the  provifion  made  by  the  commu¬ 
nity  for  the  fupport  of  government. 
The  third  and  largeit  (hare  was  re- 
ferved  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
people,  among  whom  it  was  par¬ 
celled  out.  No  perfon,  however, 
had  a  right  of  exclufive  property  in 
the  portion  allotted  to  him.  He 
pofllffed  it  only  for  a  year,  at  the 
expiration  of  which  a  new  divifiou 
was  made  in  proportion  to  the 
rank,  the  number,  and  exigencies 
of  each  family.  All  thofe  lands 
were  cultivated  by  the  joint  indus¬ 
try  of  the  community.  The  peo¬ 
ple,  fummoned  by  a  proper  officer, 
Q.1  repaired 
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repaired  in  a  body  to  tbe  fields,  and 
performed  their  common  talk, 
while  fongs  andmafical  inftruments 
cheered  them  to  their  labour.  By 
this  ftngular  distribution  of  terri¬ 
tory,  as  well  as  by  the  mode  of 
cultivating  it,  the  idea  of  a  com¬ 
mon  intereft,  and  of  mutual  fub- 
ferviency,  was  continually  incul¬ 
cated.  Bach  individual  felt  his 
connexion  with  thofe  around  him, 
and  knew  that  he  depended  on 
their  friendly  aid  for  what  increafe 
he  was  to  reap.  A  ftate  thus  con- 
fiituted  may  be  confidered  as  one 
great  family,  in  which  the  union 
©f  members  was  fp  complete,  and 
the  exchange  of  good  offices  fo 
perceptible,  as  to  create  Wronger 
attachment,  and  to  bind  man  to 
man  in  clofer  intercourfe,  than  fub- 
jifted  under  any  form  of  fociety 
eftabliihed  in  America.  From  this 
jefuked  gentle  manners,  and  mild 
virtues  unknown  in  the  favage 
hate,  and  with  which  the  Mexi- 
cans  were  little  acquainted. 

“  But,  though  the  inftitutions 
of  the  Incas  were  fo  framed  as  to 
ffrengthen  the  bonds  of  affedtion 
among  their  fubjedts,  there  was 
great  inequality  in  their  condition. 
The  diftindtion  of  ranks  was  fully 
eftabliffied  in  Peru.  A  great  body 
of  the  inhabitants,  under  the  de¬ 
nomination  o fYanacenas,  were  held 
in  a  ftate  of  fervitude.  Their  garb 
and  houfes  were  of  a  form  differ¬ 
ent  from  thofe  of  free-men.  Like 
the  Tamsmes  of  Mexico,  they  were 
employed  in  carrying  burdens,  and 
in  performing  every  other  work  of 
drudgery.  Next  to  them  in  rank, 
were  fucb  of  the  people  as  were 
free,  but  diftinguiffied  by  no  offi¬ 
cial  or  hereditary  honours.  Above 
them  were  raifeO,  thole  whom  the 
Spa'dafds  call  Qrejones3  from  the, 


ornaments  worn  in  their  ears. 
They  formed  what  may  be  deno¬ 
minated  the  order  of  nobles,  and 
in  peace,  as  well  as  war,  held 
every  office  of  power  or  truft.  At 
the  head  of  all  were  the  children 
of  the  Sun,  who,  by  their  high 
defcent,  and  peculiar  privileges,- 
were  as  much  exalted  above  the 
Orejones,  as  thefe  were  elevated 
beyond  the  people. 

(<  Such  a  form  of  fociety,  from 
the  union  of  its  members,  as  well 
as  from  the  diftindlion  in  their 
ranks,  was  favourable  to  progrefs 
in  the  arts.  But  the  Spaniards 
having  been  acquainted  with  the 
improved  ftate  of  various  arts  in 
Mexico,  feveral  years  before  they 
di (covered  Peru,  were  not  fo  much 
ftruck  with  what  they  obferved  in 
the  latter  country,  and  d'efcribe 
the  appearances  of  ingenuity  there 
with  lefs  warmth  of  admiration. 
The  Peruvians,  neverthelefs,  had 
advanced  far  beyond  the  Mexicans, 
both  in  the  neceffary  arts  of  life, 
and  in  fuch  as  have  fome  title  to 
the  name  of  elegant, 

t(  Jn  Peru,  agriculture,  the  art 
of  primary  neceffity  in  focial  life, 
was  more  extenfive,  and  carried  on 
with  greater  fki II  than  in  any  part 
of  Artieriea,  The  Spaniards,  in 
their  progrefs  through  the  country, 
were  fo  fully  fupplied  with  provi- 
fions  of  every  kind,  that  in  the  re¬ 
lation  of  their  adventures  we  meet 
with  none  of  thofe  difmal  fcenes  of 
diftrefs  occalioned  by  famine,  in 
which  the  conquerors  of  Mexico 
were  fo  often  involved.  The 
quantity  of  foil  under  cultivation 
was  not  left  to  the  dilcretion  of  in¬ 
dividuals,  but  regulated  by  public 
authority  in  proportion  to  the  exi¬ 
gencies  of  tbe  community.  Even 
the  calamity  of  40  unfruitful  fenfon 

was 
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was  but  little  felt,  for  the  produd 
of  the  lands  confecrated  to  the  Sun, 
as  well  as  thofe  fee  apart  for  the 
Inca,  being  depofited  in  the  lam- 
bos ,  or  public  ftorehoufes,  it  re¬ 
mained  there  as  a  ftated  provifion 

for  times  of  fcarcitv.  As  the  ex- 

✓ 

tent  of  cultivation  was  determined 
with  fuch  provident  attention  to 
the  demands  of  the  date,  the  in¬ 
vention  and  induftry  of  the  Peru¬ 
vians  were  called  forth  to  extra¬ 
ordinary  exertions,  by  certain  de- 
feds  peculiar  to  their  climate  and 
foil.  All  the  vaft  rivers  that  flow 
from  the  Andes  take  their  courfe 
eaftward  to  the  Atlantic  Ocean. 
Peru  is  watered  only  by  fome 
ftreams  which  rufh  down  from  the 
mountains  like  torrents.  A  great 
part  of  the  low  country  is  fandy 
and  barren,  and  never  refrefhed 
with  rain.  In  order  to  render 
fuch  an  unpromifing  region  fertile, 
theingenuity  of  the  Peruvians  had 
recourfe  to  various  expedients.  By 
means  of  artificial  canals,  condud- 
ed,  with  much  patience  and  confi- 
derable  art,  from  the  torrents  that 
poured  acrofs  their  country,  they 
conveyed  a  regular  fupply  of  moi- 
fture  to  their  fields.  They  enrich¬ 
ed  the  foil  by  manuring  it  with 
the  dung  of  fea-fowls,  of  which 
they  found  an  inexhaustible  ftore 
on  all  the  iflands  fcattered  along 

o 

their  coafts.  In  deferibing  the 
cuftoms  of  any  nation  thoroughly 
civilized,  fuch  practices  would 
hardly  draw  attention,  or  be  men¬ 
tioned  as  in  any  degree  remark¬ 
able,  but  in  the  hiltory  of  the  im¬ 
provident  race  of  men  in  the  New 
World,  they  are  entitled  to  notice 
as  fingular  proofs  of  induftry  and 
of  art.  The  ufe  of  the  plough, 
indeed,  was  unknown  to  the  Pe¬ 
ruvians.  They  turned  up  the 
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earth  with  a  kind  of  mattock  of 
hard  wood.  Nor  was  this  labour 
deemed  fo  degrading  as  to  be  de¬ 
volved  wholly  upon  the  women. 
Both  fexes  joined  in  performing 
this  neceftary  work.  Even  the 
children  of  the  Sun  fet  an  example 
of  induftry,  by  cultivating  a  field 
near  Cuzco  with  their  own  hands, 
and  they  dignified  this  fun&ion  by 
denominating  it  their  triumph  over 
the  earth. 

“  The  fuperior  ingenuity  of  the 
Peruvians  is  obvious,  likewife,  in 
the  conftru&ion  of  their  houfes  and 
public  buildings.  In  the extenfive 
plains  which  ftretch  along  the  Pa¬ 
cific  Ocean,  where  the  fky  is  per¬ 
petually  ferene,  and  the  climate 
mild,  their  houfes  were  very  pro¬ 
perly  of  a  fabric  extremely  flight. 
But  in  the  higher  regions,  where 
rain  falls,  where  the  viciffitude  of 
feafons  is  known,  and  their  rigour 
felt,  they  were  conftrudled  with 
greater  folidity.  They  were  ge¬ 
nerally  of  a  fquare  form,  the  walls 
about  eight  feet  high,  built  with 
bricks  hardened  in  the  fun,  the 
door  low  and  ftrait,  and  without 
any  windows.  Simple  as  thefe 
ftru&ures  were,  and  rude  as  the 
materials  may  feem  to  be  of  which 
they  were  formed,  they  were'  fo 
durable,  that  many  of  them  ftill 
fubfift  in  different  parts  of  Peru, 
long  after  every  monument  that 
might  have  conveyed  to  us  any  idea 
of  the  domeftic  ftate  of  the  other 
American  nations  has  vanifhed 
from  the  face  of  the  earth.  But  it 
was  in  the  temples  cor.fecrated  to 
the  Sun,  and  in  the  buildings  de- 
ftined  for  therefidence  of  their  mo- 
narclrs,  that  the  Peruvians  dif- 
played  the  utmoft  extent  of  their 
art  and  contrivance.  Thedefcrip- 
tions  of  them  by  fuch  of  the  Spa- 

Q^/}.  nifti 
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rbfti  writers  as  had  an  oppou unity 
of  contemplating  them  while,  in 
fome  roeafure,  entire,  might  have 
appeared  highly  exaggerated,  if 
the  ruins  which  hill  remain,  did 
not  vouch  the  truth  of  their  rela¬ 
tions.  Thefe  ruins  of  facred  or 
royal  buildings  are  found  in  every 
province  of  the  empire,  and  by 
their  frequency  demonftrate  that 
they  are  monuments  of  a  powerful 
people,  who  mu  ft  have  fublifted, 
during  a  period  of  fome  extent,  in 
a  ftate  of  no  inconfiderable  im¬ 
provement,  They  appear  to  have 
been  edifices  various  in  their  di- 
jmenlions.  Some  of  a  moderate 
iize,  many  of  immenfe  extent,  all 
remarkable  for  folidity,  and  refeni- 
blhnp  each  other  in  the  ft  !e  of  ar- 
chitetture.  The  temple  of  Pacha- 
camac,  together  with  a  palace  of 
the  Inca,  and  a  fortiefs,  were  lo 
connected  together  as  to  form  one 

o 

great  ftrudlure,  above  half  a  league 
in  circuit.  In  this  prodigiou-  pile, 
the  fame  lingular  tafte  in  building 
is  confpicuous  as  in  other  works  of 
the  Peruvians.  As  they  were  un¬ 
acquainted  with  the  ufe  of  the  pul¬ 
ley,  and  o'her  mechanical  powers, 
and  could  not  elevate  the  large 
ftones  and  bricks  which  they  era* 
ployed  in  building  to  ary  conftder- 
able  height,  the  walls  of  this  edi¬ 
fice,  in  which  they  feem  to  have 
m  sde  their  great'  ft  effort  towards 
magnificence,  did  not  rife  above 
twelve  feet  from  the  ground. 
Though  they  had  not  dilcovered 
the  ufe- of  mortar  or  of  any  other 
cement  in  building,  the  bricks  or 
Hones  were  joined  with  fo  much 
nicety,  that  the  Teams  can  hardly 
bedifcerned.  The  apartments,  as 
far  as  the  d  ftribution  of  them  can 
be  traced  in  the  ruins,  were  i  11- 
difpofed,  and  afforded  liule  ac¬ 


commodation.  There  was  not  a 
fmgle  window  in  any  part  of  the 
building,  and  as  no  light  could  en¬ 
ter  but  by  the  door,  all  the  apart¬ 
ments  of  largeft  dimenfion  mull 
either  have  been  perfe&ly  dark,  or 
illuminated  by  fome  other  means. 
But  with  all  thefe  and  many  other 
imperfections  that  might  be  men¬ 
tioned,  in  their  art  of  building, 
the  works  of  the  Peruvians  which 
ftiil  remain  muft  be  confidered  as 
ftupendous  efforts  of  a  people  un¬ 
acquainted  with  the  ufe  of  iron, 
and  convey  to  us  an  high  idea  of 
the  power  poffeffed  by  their  ancient 
in  on  arch  s. 

“  Thefe,  however,  were  not 
the  nobleft  or  moft  ufeful  works  of 
the  Incas.  The  two  great  roads 
from  Cuzco  to  Quito,  extending 
in  an  uninterrupted  ftretch  above 
five  hundred  leagues,  are  entitled 
to  ftiil  higher  praife.  The  one 
was  conduced  through  the  interior 
and  mountainous  country,  theother 
throuph  the  plains  on  the  fea-coaft. 
From  the  language  of  admiration 
in  which  fome  of  the  early  writers 
exprefs  their  aftomfhment  when 
they  firft  viewed  thofe  roads,  and 
from  the  more  pompous  deferip- 
tions  of  later  writers,  who  labour 
to  fopport  fome  favourite  theory 
concerning  America,  one  might 
be  led  to  compare  this  work  of  the 
Incas  to  the  famous  military  ways 
which  remain  as  monuments  of  the 
Roman  power :  but  in  a  country 
where  there  vv'as  no  tame  animal 
except  the  Llama,  which  was  ne¬ 
ver  ufed  for  draught,  and  but  lit¬ 
tle  as  a  beaft  of  burden,  where  the 
high  roads  were  feldom  trod  by 
any  but  a  human  foot,  no  great 
degree  of  labour  and  art  was  re- 
quifne  in  forming  them.  The  Pe¬ 
ruvian  roads  were  only  fifteen  feet 

In 
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In  breadth,  and  in  many  places  To 
/lightly  formed,  that  time  foon 
eff-  ced  every  veflige  of  the  courfe 
in  which  they  ran.  In  the  low- 
country  little  more  feems  to  have 
been  done,  than  to  plant  trees  or 
to  fix  polls  at  certain  intervals  in 
order  to  mark  he  proper  route  to 
travellers.  To  open  a  path  through 
the  mountainous  country  was  a 
more  arduous  talk.  Etninencies 
were  leve  led,  and  hoi iuws  filled 
up,  and  for  the  prefervation  of  the 
road,  it  was  fee  ed  w  th  a  bark  of 
turf.  A'  proper  diftauce-,  Fam- 
bo>,  or  ftoenoufes,  weie  erefted 
for  the  accommodation  of  the  I  tea 
and  his  attendants,  in  their  pro- 
grefs  through  his  dominious.  From 
the  manner  in  which  the  road  was 
originally  fo  med  in  this  highei 
and  more  impervious  region,  it 
has  proved  more  durable;  and 
though,  from  the  inatren  ion  ot 
the  Spaniards  to  ev  rv  <  bjeft  hut 
that  of  working  their  mines,  no¬ 
thing  h  s  bt  en  do  towards  keep¬ 
ing  it  in  repair,  its  courfe  rnay  fill  1 
be  traced.  Such  was  the  cele- 
brated  to  d  oi  the  Incas;  and 
even  from  this  del  ription,  diveft- 
ed  of  every  circumflance  of  mani- 
fed  exaggeration,  or  of  lufpicious 
afpeft,  it  mull  be  confidereo  as  a 
finking  proof  of  an  extraordinary 
progrefs  in  improvement  and  po¬ 
licy.  To  the  favage  tribes  of 
America,  the  idea  of  facilitating 
communication  with  places  at  a 
diltance  had  never  occurred.  To 
the  Mexicans  it  was  hardly  known. 
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Even  in  the  mod  civilized  coun¬ 
tries  of  Europe,  men  had  advanced 
far  in  refinement,  before  it  became 
a  regular  objeft  of  national  police 
to  form  fuch  roads  as  render  inter- 
courfe  commodious. 

“  The  formation  of  thofe  roads 
introduced  another  improvement 
in  Peru  equally  unknown  over  all 
the  jell  of  America.  In  its  courfe 
from  fouth  to  north,  the  road  of 
the  Incas  was  interfered  by  ail  the 
torrents  which  roll  from  the  Andes 
towards  the  Wetiern  Ocean.  From 
the  rapidity  of  their  courfe,  as  well 
as  from  the  frequency  and  violence 
of  their  inundation,  thefe  were  un- 
navigab'e.  Some  expedient,  how¬ 
ever,  was  to  be  found  for  palling 
them.  The  Peruvians,  from  their 
unacquaincance  with  the  ufe  of 
arches  and  their  inability  to  work 
in  wood,  could  not  conftruft 
bridges  either  of  done  or  timber* 
But  neceliity,  the  parent  of  inven¬ 
tion,  fuggeiled  a  device  which 
fupplied  that  deleft.  They  formed 
cables  of  great  drength,  by  twid- 
ing  together  fome  of  the  pliable 
withs  or  ofiefs,  with  which  their 
country  abounds;  fix  of  which 
they  ftretcbed  acrofs  the  dream 
parallel  to  one  another,  and  made 
them  fad  on  each  fide.  Thefe  they 
bound  firmly  together  by  inter¬ 
weaving  fmaller  ropes  fo  clofe,  as 
to  form  a  compaft  piece  of  net¬ 
work,  which  being  covered  with 
branches  of  trees  and  earth,  they 
palled  along  it  with  tolerable  fecu- 
ricy*.  P.oper  perfons  were  ap¬ 
pointed 


*  The  appearance  of  thofe  bridges,  which  bend  with  their  own  weight, 
wave  with  the  wind,  and  are  confidcrably  agitated  by  the  motion  of  every  per- 
fon  who  pafles  along  them,  is  very  frightful  at  fird.  But  the  Spaniaids  have 
found  them  to  be  the  eafieft  mole  of  palfing  the  torrents  of  Peru,  over  which 
it  would  be  difficult  to  throw  more  folid  llruftures  either  of  done  or  timber. 
They  form  thofe  hanging  bridges  fo  Urong  and  broad  that  loaded  mules  pafs 

'  v  along 
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pointed  to  attend  at  each  bridge, 
to  keep  them  in  repair,  and  to 
affift  paiTengers.  In  the  level  coun¬ 
try,  where  the  rivers  became  deep 
and  broad  and  dill,  they  are  palled 
in  Balzas ,  or  floats;  in  the  con- 
Brudtion,  as  well  as  navigation  of 
which,  the  ingenuity  of  the  Peru¬ 
vians  appears  to  be  far  fuperior  to 
that  of  any  people  in  America. 
Thefe  had  advanced  no  further  in 
naval  fkill  than  the  ufe  of  the  pad¬ 
dle,  or  oar;  the  Peruvians  ven¬ 
tured  to  raife  a  mall,  and  fpread  a 
fail,  by  means  of  which  their  bal¬ 
zas  not  only  went  nimbly  before 
the  wind,  but  could  veer  and  tack 
with  great  celerity.” 


A  A oyage  inwards  the  South  Pole, 
and  round  the  IV orld.  Performed 

in  his  Majefly's  Ships  the  Refolu- 
tion  and  Adventure,  in  the  Tears 

I772*  J773>  *774»  and  i?75- 
Written  by  James  Cook,  Com¬ 
mander  of  the  Refolution.  In 
‘ which  is  included  Captain  Fur- 
neaux’r  Narrative  of  his  Proceed¬ 
ings  in  the  Adventure  during  the 
Separation  of  the  Ships,  llluf- 
tr ated  with  Maps  and  Charts , 
and  a  V ariety  of  Portraits  of  Per- 
fons  and  Views  of  Places ,  drawn 
during  the  Voyage  by.  Mr.  Hodges, 
and  engraved  by  the  majl  eminent 
Majlers .  In  2  Vols.  4to. 

/npHE  former  attempts  that  had 
JL  been  made  under  the  au- 
fpices  of  his  prefent  majefty,  for 
extending  the  knowledge  and  in- 
tercourfe  of  mankind,  by  the  dif- 
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covery  of  the  unknown  regions  of 
the  fcuthern  world,  are  frelh  in 
every  memory.  Of  thefe,  the 
three  years  voyage  round  the  world, 
performed  in  the  Adventure  by 
the  author  of  the  prefent  work,  and 
in  which  he  was  accompanied  by 
thofe  celebrated  naturalifts,  Mr. 
Banks  and  Dr.  Solander,  was  up¬ 
on  many  accounts  particularly  in- 
terefling.  Though  the  obferva- 
tion  of  the  tranfit  of  the  planet  Ve¬ 
nus  over  the  fun,  which  was  taken 
in  the  newly  difcovered  illand  of 
Otaheite,  was  the  leading  objedl 
of  that  voyage  in  the  outfet,  it  be¬ 
came  in  its  progrefs  not  lefs  va¬ 
luable  in  other  refpe&s,  by  the 
fund  of  knowledge  and  fpecula- 
tion  which  it  opened  to  the  navi¬ 
gator,  the  naturalilt,  and  the  phi- 
lofopher. 

Notwithlianding  the  ability  and 
fpirit  of  enterprise  which  emi¬ 
nently  diftinguilhed  our  late  difco- 
verers,  one  important  point  of  en¬ 
quiry  with  refpeft  to  the  fouthern 
part  of  the  globe  Hill  remained  un¬ 
determined.  It  had  long  been  a 
fubjedt  of  difculfion  with  the  learn¬ 
ed,  whether  the  unexplored  parts 
of  the  fouthern  hemifphere  con¬ 
tained  another  continent,  or  whe¬ 
ther  fo  great  a  part  of  the  globe 
exhibited  only  an  immenfe  mafs 
of  water.  The  former  opinion 
prevailed,  and  was  fo  well  fup- 
ported  by  philofophical  reafoning, 
and  inferences  drawn  from  analo¬ 
gy,  that  the  exiftence  of  a  vaft 
continent,  which  was  fuppofed  to 
extend  far  within  the  temperate 
climates  of  the  fouthern  hetni- 


along  them.  All  the  trade  of  Cuzco  is  carried  on  by  means  of  fuch  a  bridge 
over  the  r.ver  Apurimac.  Ulloa,  tom.  i.  358.  A  morefimple  contrivance  was 
employed* m  palkng  Imalier  ftrdams :  a  bafket,  in  which  the  traveller  was  placed, 
being,  fu  (pen  ded^  from  a  ftrong  rope  Wretched  acrofs  the  flream,  it  was  pulhed 
or  drawn-  from  one  i:de  to  the  other..  Ibid. 
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fphere,  became  generally  believed. 
This  new  world  naturally  became 
an  objefl  of  confideration  with  the 
maritime  and  commercial  powers 
who  hold  poffeffions  in  America, 
and  has  at  different  periods,  for 
near  two  hundred  years  pah,  ex¬ 
cited,  by  turns,  the  fpirit  of  en- 
terprize  and  difcovery,  in  the  Spa¬ 
niards,  Dutch,  Englifh,  and 
French, 

Though  thefe  navigators  failed 
in  their  principal  objedt,  the  pur- 
fuit  led  to  other  difcoveries,  and 
there  was  always  matter  of  encou¬ 
ragement  left  for  the  further  pro- 
fecution  of  the  original  defign. 
New  Zealand  and  other  ifiands. 
Were  at  different  times  fuppofed  to 
be  parts  of  the  New  Continent  ; 
and  fog  banks  and  floating  ice, 
were  at  others  milfaken  and  mark¬ 
ed  for  land.  Thefe  errors  of  na¬ 
vigators  received  a  fandtion  from 
the  hypothetical  conclufions  of 
philofophers,  who  held  fucn  a  con¬ 
tinent  to  be  neceffary,  in  order 
to  counterbalance  the  imraenfe 
weight  of  earth  in  the  northern 
hemifphere,  whilft,  on  the  other 
hand,  the  imaginary  difcoveries 
of  the  former,  ferved  in  turn 
to  fupport  the  philofophic  fy- 
flem. 

The  late  Britifh  navigators  were 
too  accurate,  and  too  fully  deter¬ 
mined  in  the  profecution  of  their 
defign,  to  take  any  thing  upon 
truft,  or  to  be  deceived  by  ap¬ 
pearances  ;  and  they  traveried  the 
Pacific  Ocean  in  fo  many  directions, 
without  falling  in  with  any  part  of 
the  expedted  continent,  that  its  ex¬ 
igence  became  more  problematical 
than  it  had  been  hitherto  confider- 
ed.  It  was  at  leaf!  pretty  evident, 
that  if  it  exifted  in  the  vaft  extent 
that  had  been  fuppofed,  it  mufl 
fpread  more  under  the  frozen  fkies 
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of  the  fouthern  pole,  than  within 
the  range  of  the  moderate  climates, 
d  he  queflion  was,  however,  flill 
undecided  ;  the  new  continent  held 
its  place  in  a  fpeculative  geogra¬ 
phy,  and  its  numerous  abettors  were 
by  no  means  difpofed  to  reiinquifh 
their  favourate  fyftem. 

The  prefent  voyage  was  under¬ 
taken  with  the  fame  enlarged  and 
liberal  views  of  promoting  know¬ 
ledge,  fcience,  and  the  interefts  of 
philofophy,  that  the  former  were; 
but  particularly  to  afeertain  the 
fadt,  and  put  an  end  to  all  diver- 
ficy  of  opinion  upon  the  queftion, 
relative  to  the  exiftence  of  the  fup¬ 
pofed  continent.  The  provifion  of 
every  fort,  exceeded  all  that  had 
been  known  upon  any  fimilar  oc- 
cafion.  Every  circumftance  and 
fituation  that  could  be  forefeen  or 
apprehended  was  provided  for  ;  and 
nothing  was  omitted,  which  could 
be  deemed  neceffary  for  the  fub- 
filience,  fecurity,  health,  or  com¬ 
fort,  of  the  voyagers.  A  confider- 
able  fum  of  money  was  allotted  by 
parliament  to  encourage  two  gen¬ 
tlemen  eminent  in  natural  philofo¬ 
phy,  to  facrifice  their  time,  and 
encounter  the  toils  and  dangers  of 
fuch  a  voyage.  In  the  fame  feien- 
tific  fpirit,  a  landfcape  painter  of 
merit,  and  two  able  aftronomers, 
were  alfo  engaged. 

Capt.  Cook,  already  fo  muck 
difiinguiihed  by  bis  experience  and 
ability,  was,  with  great  propriety, 
appointed  to  conduit  this  expedi¬ 
tion  ;  and  Capt.  Furneaux,  who 
had  gone  round  the  world  as  lieu¬ 
tenant  to  Capt.  Wallis,  command¬ 
ed  the  fecond  veifel,  the  Adven¬ 
ture.  The  general  plan  of  the 
voyage  was,  to  explore  the  fouthern 
latitudes  of  the  temperate  zone 
with  fuch  accuracy,  as  to  afeer¬ 
tain  whether  any  considerable  body 

of 
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of  land  lay  in  that  range*  to  pene¬ 
trate  as  far  as  it  was  poffible  to¬ 
wards  the  antar&ic  pole;  and,  if 
it  could  be  done,  to  difcover  whe¬ 
ther  the  paffage  to  it  was  barred  op 
by  land,  or  only  guarded  by  an 
ocean,  rendered  impracticable  by 
the  feverity  of  the  climate. 

Such  fplendjd  and  extraordinary 
events  as  attended  the  difcoveries 
of  Coiambus,  de  Gama,  and  other 
early  navigators,  who  had  not  only 
a  irew  world  before  them  to  ex¬ 
plore,  but  a  great  part  of  the  old 
continent,  which  was  equally  hid 
from  the  knowledge  of  Europeans, 
are  not  to  be  expected  at  the  pre¬ 
sent  day."  T  his  voyage  was  not 
undertaken  to  explore  a  certain, 
though  unknown,  region.  Its 
great  object  was  to  decide  a  quef- 
tion  ;  to  determine  a  nullity,  or  to 
edabtifh  a  reality.  This  objedl 
has  been  fully  attained  ;  but  it  has 
been  attained  in  the  former  fenfe, 
by  determining  the  nullity;,  it 
fnuil  therefore  of  courfe  be  deficient 
in  that  glare,  which  the  oppofite 
re  fait  would  have  afforded.  It  is 
now  evident,  that  no  fuch  conti¬ 
nent,  as  was  fuppofed,  exifls  in 
the  Southern  Pacific  Ocean.  That 
there  may  be  a  continent  within 
the  antar&ic  circle,  and  perhaps 
extending  to  the  pole,  feerrss  not 
improbable;  but  if  there  be,  na¬ 
ture  has  moil  effediually  guarded 
it  Irom  human  enquiry  or  obferva- 
tion. 

This  voyage  is,  however,  pecu¬ 
liarly  interefting  and  valuable,  up¬ 
on  many  other  accounts  befides  the 
attainment  of  its  principal  objedl. 
Some  eonliderable  difcoveries  have 
been  made;  and  many  places  which 
had  been  barely  touched  at  or  feen 
by  former  navigators,  have  been 
explored,,  traced,,  aod  ddcribed. 


with  an  accuracy  and  care  whlcli 
carry  the  merit  of  original  difco- 
very.  Many  miftakes  have  been 
redified,  and  feveral  fuppofed  dif¬ 
coveries  fhevvn  to  have  been  found¬ 
ed  only  in  error.  If  we  are  not 
brought  acquainted  with  many 
new  people,  we  acquire  a  much 
better  knowledge  of  thofe,  who 
had  before  appeared  to  us  through 
the  medium  of  a  doubtful  or  im- 
perffd  information.  We  find  the 
author  every  where  afluated  by  a 
fpirit  of  enterprise  and  enquiry, 
which  can  neither  be  fobdued  by 
toil,  nor  difmayed  by  danger; 
whilil  his  unwearied  zeal  for  the 
promotion  of  general,  as  well  as 
nautical  knowledge,  deferves every 
commendation. 

It  is  now  pretty  generally  known, 
that  the  feverity  of  the  climate  in 
the  high  fouthern  latitudes,  fa  far 
exceeds  what  is  experienced  under 
equal  parallels  in  the  northern  he¬ 
rn  ifphere,  as  fcarcely  to  admit  of 
comparifon.  Yet  fuch  was  the  in- 
duliry  and  fpirit,  the  contempt  of 
toil,  danger,  and  cold,  fhewn  by 
our  prefent  smigators,  that  they 
penetrated  at  three  different  periods 
within  the  ant^ifiic  polar  circle, 
and,  at  the  laft  time,  advanced  to 
the  lari  ude  of  71  degrees,  10  mi¬ 
nutes  fouth  ;  winch  was  probably  a 
much  nearer  approach  to  the  fouth¬ 
ern  pole,  than  any  mortal  had  ever 
ventured  before. 

Their  progrefs  was  at  length 
Hopped  by  an  apparently  boundlefs 
trafl  of  folid  ice,  which  flretched 
from  the  northward  towards  the 
pole,  and  carried  the  appearance 
of  a  vaft  continent.  It  exhibited 
a  level  margin  to  the  open  fea, 
from  whence  it  rofe  gradually,  at 
fir'll  into  fmaller  hills,  and  at 
length  into  flupendous  mountain  & 
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of  ice,  which  afeended  in  great 
ridges  one'  above  another,  to  the 
fouth,  until  their  tops  were  loit  in 
tfie  clouds.  It  is  laid,  that  no 
known  part  of  the  northern  Teas 
produce  any  phenomena  at  all 
equal,  or  even  approaching  in  point 
of  magnitude,  and  as  a  natural 
wonder,  to  thefe  podigious  ice 
mountains.  Our  navigators  con¬ 
cluded,  that  this  vail  tradt  of  ice 
either  extended  to  the  pole,  or 
that  it  adhered  to  fome  more  fouth- 
ern  frozen  continent,  to  which  it 
had  been  fixed  from  the  earlieft 
times.  In  either  cafe,  all  farther 
difcovery  to  the  fouth  would  be 
equally  hopelefs  or  fruitlefs;  for  if 
the  land  could  even  be  approached 
in  any  other  part,  it  mult  Hill  be 
as  impracticable,  and  as  impervious 
.to  human  obfervation  and  enquiry, 
as  the  ice. 

It  being  impoffible  to  penetrate 
any  higher  to  the  fouth  in  this 
quarter,  and  evidently  ufelefs,  if 
it  could  be  done  in  any  other,  our 
navigators  returned  to  explore  with 
greater  accuracy  the  temperate  and 
tropical  climates  of  the  Pacific 
Ocean.  In  this  courfe,  they  dis¬ 
covered  a  very  confiderable  ifland, 
being  in  point  of  extent  the  next 
toNew  Zealand,  of  any  yet  known 
in  that  fea,  to  which  they  gave  the 
name  of  New  Caledonia.  They 
alfo  completed  the  difcovery,  and 
explored  with  accuracy  a  confider¬ 
able  Archipelago  of  iflands,  to 
which,  from  thefe  circumftances, 
they  thought  themfelves  entitled  to 
give  a  name,  and  accordingly 
called  them  the  New  Hebrides. 
Dne  of  thefe  had  been  firft  touched 
at  in  the  year  1606,  by  the  cele¬ 
brated  Spanifh  navigator,  Qunos, 
who  took  it  to  be  a  part  of  the  un¬ 
known  continent,  which  he  was 
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then  feeking;  and  they  were  lately 
failed  through  by  M.  de  Bougain¬ 
ville,  who  called  them  the  Great 
Cyclades. 

The  puroofes  of  the  voyage  with 
refpedt  to  the  Pacific  Ocean  being 
now  fully  attained,  and  the  nou- 
exiftence  of  a  continent  in  its  prac¬ 
ticable  parts  clearly  decided,  Capt. 
Cook  proceeded  to  examine  the 
Magellanic  regions,  and  by  ex¬ 
ploring  the  fouthern  parts  of  the 
Atlantic  and  Indian  Oceans,  to 
complete  the  knowledge  of  the 
fouthern  hemifphere.  Here  they 
foon  encountered  winter  under  its 
moll  dreary  afpedt,  and  in  its  moft 
hideous  form,  both  of  which  it 
here  difplayed,  more  than  ten  de¬ 
grees  of  latitude  earlier  than  in  the 
Pacific  Ocean.  Between  the  lati¬ 
tude  of  54.  and  55  fiouih,  they  dif- 
covered  and  landed  at  an  iiland, 
which  they  named  South  Georgia. 
It  is  not  eafy  to  conceive  any  thing 
more  difmal  than  the  face  of  na¬ 
ture  in  this  ifland.  Though  it  was 
in  the  midlt  of  the  fummer  of  that 
climate,  the  iiland  feemed  in  a 
manner  walled  round  with  ice,  and 
mult  have  been  nearly  inacceflsble 
in  any  other  fe-afon.  Yet  this 
iiland,  which  exhibited  fuch  fpe- 
cimens  of  antardlic  cold  at  fo  great 
a  diltance  from  the  pole,  is  not 
above  70  leagues  in  compafs. 

Between  the  latitudes  of  59  and 
60  fouth,  they  difeovered  a  Bill 
more  frozen  land,  which  present¬ 
ed  an  elevated  coalf,  whofe  lofty 
fnow-clad  fummits  were  feen  above 
the  clouds.  To  this  land  they 
gave  the  name  of  the  Southern 
Thule,  as  the  mod  fouthern  land 
that  ever  has,  or  that,  poflibly, 
ever  may  be  difeovered.  Nothing 
can  be  conceived  more  inexpref- 
fibly  horrid  than  the  afpedt  of  this 

country; 
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country;  a  country  doomed  by 
Mature  never  to  feel  the  warmth  of 
the  fun’s  rays;  and  where  all  life 
and  vegetation  are  for  ever  {hut  up 
in  eternal  frod.  The  forbidden 
coaft  admitted  of  no  anchorage  ; 
every  place  that  looked  like  a  port 
or  harbour  was  blocked  or  filled 
up  with  ice. 

Such  were  fome  of  the  feas  and 
regions  which  our  navigators  ex¬ 
plored  or  difcovered  in  the  fouthern 
hemifphere.  We  {hail  be  enabled 
to  form  fome  idea  of  their  indudry 
in  refearch,  and  perfeverance  in 
toil,  by  the  immenfe  quantity  of 
fpace  which  they  traverfed  in  this 
circumnavigation  of  the  globe. 
From  the  2zd  of  November  1772, 
which  was  the  day  of  their  depar¬ 
ture  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
to  the  2 2d  of  March  1775,  which 
was  that  of  their  return  to  the  fame 
place,  being  exaflly  two  years  and 
four  months,  they  failed  no  lefs 
than  twenty  thoufand  leagues;  an 
extent  of  voyage,  nearly  equal  to 
three  times  the  equatorial  circum¬ 
ference  of  the  earth,  and  which  it 
is  highly  probable  was  never  failed 
by  any  other  Ihip  in  an  equal  fpace 
of  time. 

This  voyage  was  happily  dilbin- 
guilhed  by  the  eftabliihment  of  a 
fad  of  the  greated  importance,  and 
which  there  is  every  reafon  to  hope 
will  prove  of  the  greated  benefit  to 
mankind.  It  has  (hewn,  by  the 
cleared  evidence,  that  a  feafaring 
life  is  not  necelTarily  inimical  to 
man,  nor  pernilious  to  his  health; 
and  it  dernondrates  experimental¬ 
ly,  that  thofe  long  voyages  vand 
aidant  navigations,  which  had  hi¬ 
therto  proved  fo  dedruflive  to  the 
human  race,  might,  with  proper 
care,  and  under  necefiary  regula¬ 
tions,  be  profecuted  with  as  great 
fecurity  to  the  health  of  the  under* 


takers,  as  any  other  codrfe  of  1*  fi 
equally  laborious  could  be  purfued 
on  ihore.  In  a  voyage  of  above 
three  years,  in  which  the  naviga¬ 
tors  had  experienced  every  variety 
of  climate,  from  52  degrees  north 
latitude,  to  71  louth,  and  were 
continually  expofed  to  every  fpe- 
cies  of  fatigue  and  hardfhip,  the 
numerous  fhip’s  company  on  board 
the  Refolution,  preferred  a  more 
uninterrupted  date  of  good  health, 
than  perhaps  could  have  been  {hewn 
on  diore  in  the  mod  temperate  cli¬ 
mates  of  the  earth.  In  that  long 
courfe,  of  near  120  perfons,  only 
four  were  !od ;  and  of  that  four, 
only  one  fell  a  viftim  to  ficknefs. 
A  faft  unparalleled  in.  the  hidory 
of  navigation. 

This  voyage  was  alfo  didinguidi- 
ed  by  another  difcovery  of  lingulaf 
importance,  as  well  as  curiofity, 
and  which,  like  the  former,  re- 
deft  s  the  greated  honour  on  Capt. 
Cook,  for  his  indudry,  ingenuity, 
and  the  unremitting  attention 
which  he  paid  to  the  preferva- 
tion  and  comfort  of  his  people, 
as  well  as  to*  the  general  objefts 
of  his  expedition.  Under  all  the 
rigour  of  the  ahtarftic  Iky,  and 
enclofed  in  the  dangers  of  its  fro¬ 
zen  fea,  during  feveral  months 
abfence'  from  land,  and  cut  off 
from  it  by  a  prodigious  expanfe 
of  ocean,  he  procured  for  his  peo¬ 
ple  inexhaudible  fources  oG excel¬ 
lent  frelh  water,  from  thofe  idands 
of  ice  which  feemed  to  threat  them 
with  nothing  lefs  than  deftruflion. 
It  is  true,  that  Crantz  had  fome 
years  ago  advanced,  that  thofe 
great  mades,  called  Ice  Idands,  dif- 
folved  into  frefh  water, from  Whence 
he  inferred  that  they  owed  their  ori¬ 
gin  to  the  vad  rivers  of  the  northern 
regions;  but  it  was  referred  for 

to  eitablifh  the 

know- 
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knowledge,  that  the  freezing  of  fea- 
water  into  ice,  not  only  deprives 
it  of  all  its  fait  particles,  but  that 
it  will  thaw  into  foft,  potable,  and 
molt  wholefome  water,  and  to  ap¬ 
ply  that  knowledge  experimentally 
to  the  molt  ufeful  practice.  It  has 
alfo  fhewn,  that  the  bad  qualities 
which  had  for  many  ages  been  at¬ 
tributed  to  melted  fnow  and  ice- 
water  were  totally  unfounded.  This 
happy  method  of  obtaining  frefh 
water  without  limitation  at  the 
greatelt  diftance  from  land,  not  only 
enabled  our  navigators  to  perfevere 
in  their  difcoveries  for  a  length 
of  time  which  would  have  been 
otherwife  impoffible,  but  it  contri¬ 
buted  wonderfully  to  that  unparal¬ 
leled  degree  of  health  which  they 
preferved  during  the  voyage. 

Before  we  attempt  to  give  any 
account  of  the  execution  of  this 
work,  it  may  not  be  amifs  to  re¬ 
cite  in  his  own  words  what  our  au¬ 
thor  fays  upon  the  fubjeCl. 

“  And  now  it  may  be  neceffary 
to  fay,  that,  as  I  am  on  the  point 
of  failing  on  a  third  expedition,  I 
leave  this  account  of  my  laft  voyage 
in  the  hands  of  fome  friends,  who 
in  my  abfence  have  kindly  accept¬ 
ed  the  office  of  correcting  the  prefs 
for  me  ;  who  are  pleafed  to  think, 
that  what  I  have  here  to  relate  is 
better  to  be  given  in  my  own  words, 
than  in  the  words  of  another  per- 
fon  ;  efpecially  as  it  is  a  work  de- 
ligned  for  information,  and  not 
merely  for  amufement  ;  in  which, 
it  is  their  opinion,  that  candour 
and  fidelity  will  counterbalance  the 
want  of  ornament. 

I  fhall  therefore  conclude  this 
introductory  difcourfe  with  deftring 
the  reader  to  excufe  th^  inaccura¬ 
cies  of  ftyle,  which  doubtlefs  he 
will  frequently  meet  with  in  the 
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following  narrative  ;  and  that, 
when  fuch  occur,  he  will  recolleCt 
that  it  is  the  production  of  a  man, 
who  has  not  had  the  advantage  of 
much  fchool  education,  but  who 
has  been  conftantly  at  fea  from  his 
youth  ;  and  though  with  the  affift- 
ance  of  a  few  good  friends,  he  has 
palTed  through  all  the  ftations  be- 
longing  to  a  Teaman,  from  an  ap¬ 
prentice  boy  in  the  coal  trade,  to 
a  Poft  Captain  in  the  Royal  Navy, 
he  has  had  no  opportunity  of  cul¬ 
tivating  letters.  After  this  ac¬ 
count  of  myfelf,  the  public  mull: 
not  expeCt  from  me  the  elegance  of 
a  fine  writer,  or  the  plaufibility  of 
a  profeffed  book-maker;  but  will, 
I  hope,  confider  me  as  a  plain  man, 
zealoufly  exerting  himfelf  in  the 
fervice  of  his  country,  and  deter¬ 
mined  to  give  the  beft  account  he 
is  able  of  his  proceedings. ,y 

The  work  itfelf  will  be  the  beft 
comment  upon  this  apology;  and 
will  afford  fufficient  caufe  for  ac¬ 
knowledging  the  modefiy  of  the 
writer.  It  is  highly  embellifhed 
and  illuftrated  with  fixty-three  cop¬ 
per-plates,  of  which  fourteen  are 
charts  and  plans;  feven  are  repre- 
fentations  of  boats,  weapons,  and 
utenfils ;  five  are  filled  with  fub- 
jeCts  of  natural  hiftory  ;  eighteen 
are  portraits  of  the  natives  of  va¬ 
rious  iflands  ;  and  nineteen  are 
views  and  landfcapes.  The  por¬ 
traits,  views,  and  landfcapes,  were 
taken  upon  the  fpot  by  Mr. 
Hodges,  the  painter  who  went  out 
in  the  Refolution,  and  have  been 
elegantly  engraved  by  the  moft 
eminent  artifts.  Many  of  thefe 
plates  have  great  merit;  but 
through  fome  unaccountable  osnif- 
fion,  there  are  no  explanations  of 
them,  nor  references  to  them  in 
the  text.  This  defeCt  is,  however, 

in 
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in  fome  degree  reflified,  by  a  lift 
of  them  prefixed  to  the  firft  vo¬ 
lume,  in  which  they  are  number 
ed,  and  the  page  pointed  out  to 
which  they  feparately  refer;  but 
even  this  remedy  is  far  from  being 
fatisfa&ory. 

As  we  have  in  former  volumes 
given  large  extracts  from  the  jour¬ 
nals  of  four  fouthern  navigators, 
and  curious  deferiptions  of  the 
cuftoms  and  manners  of  the  natives 
of  the  newly  difeovered  iflands,  as 
well  as  of  t,he  inhabitants  of  New 
Zealand  and  other  places,  it  will 
be  the  lefs  neceffary  to  be  diffufe  in 
the  prefent  article.  Perhaps  we 
could  not  felcd  for  fo  much,  any 
thing  that  will  appear  more  curi¬ 
ous  to  many  of  our  readers,  than 
an  account  of  the  naval  force  of 
Otaheite,  in  its  ftace  of  prepara-  ■ 
tibn  for  the  invafion  of  a  neigh¬ 
bouring  ifland.  From  fome  jea- 
loufy  of  our  people,  they  deferred 
proceeding  on  the  expedition  du-  _ 
ring  their  ftay,  which,  with  fome 
mifiakes  and  mifapprehenfions  on 
both  fides,  prevented  the  follow¬ 
ing  accounts  from  being  fo  perfedl  - 
as  they  might  otherwife  have  been. 
Their  marine  will,  however,  ap¬ 
pear  much  more  confiderable  than 
could  have  been  well  imagined, 
from  any  ideas  we  had  hitherto 
conceived  of  thefe  people. 

Our  author  fays,  “  In  the  morn¬ 
ing  of  the  26th,  I  went  down  to 
Oparree,  accompanied  by  fome  of 
the  officers  and  gentlemen,  to  pay 
Otoo  a  vifit  by  appointment.  As 
we  drew  near,  we  obferved  a  num¬ 
ber  of  large  canoes  in  motion  ;  but 
were  furprized,.  when  we  arrived, 
to  fee  upwards  of  three  hundred 
ranged  in  order,  for  fome  diftance, 
along  the  fhore,  all  completely 
equipped,  and  manned,  befide#  a 
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vaft  number  of  armed  men  upon 
the  fhore.  So  unexpected  an  ar¬ 
mament  collected  together  in  our 
neighbourhood,  in  the  fpaee  of  one 
night,  gave  rife  to  various  con¬ 
jectures.  We  landed,  however, 
in  the  midft  of  them,  and  were  re¬ 
ceived  by  a  vaft  multitude,  many 
of  them  under  arms,  and  many 
not.  The  cry  of  the  latter  was 
Tiyo  no  Otoo ,  and  that  of  the  for¬ 
mer  Tiyo  no  Towha .  This  chief, 
we  afterwards  learnt,  was  admiral 
or  commander  of  the  fleet  and 
troops  prefent.  The  moment  we 
landed,  I  was  met  by  a  chief  whofe 
name  was  Tee,  uncle  to  the  king, 
and  one  of  his  prime  minifters,  of 
whom  I  enquired  for  Otoo.  Pre- 
fently  after,  we  'were  met  by  Tow- 
ha,  who  received  me  with  great 
courtefy.  Fie  took  me  by  the  one 
hand,  and  Tee  by  the  other  ;  and, 
without  my  knowing  where  they 
intended  to  carry  me,  dragged  me, 
as  it  were,  through  the  crowd  that 
was  divided  into  two  parties,  both 
of  which  profefTed  themfelves  my 
friends  by  crying  out  Tiyo  no  Tootes . 
One  party  wanted  me  to  go  to 
Otoo,  and  the  other  to  remain 
with  To  wha.  Coming  to  the  ufual 
place  of  audience,  a  mat  was  fpread 
for  me  to  fit  down  upon,  and  Tee 
left  me  to  go  and  bring  the  king. 
Towha  was  unwilling  I  fhould  fit 
down,  partly  infilling  on  my  go¬ 
ing  with  him  ;  but,  as  I  knew  no¬ 
thing  of  this  chief,  I  refufed  to 
comply.  Prefently  Tee  returned, 
and  wanted  to  condudl  me  to  the 
king,  taking  hold  of  my  hand  for 
that  purpofe.  .This  Towha  op- 
pofed :  fo  that,  between  the  one 
party  and  the  other,  I  was  like  to 
have  been  torn  to  pieces;  and  was 
obliged  to  defire  Tee  to  defift,  and 
to  leave  me  to  the  admiral  and  his 
2  '  party* 
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party,  who  conduced  me  down  to 
the  fleet.  As  Toon  as  we  carre  be¬ 
fore  the  admiral’s  veffel,  we  found 
two  lines  of  armed  men  drawn  up 
before  her,  to  keep  off  the  crowd, 
as  I  fuppofed,  and  to  clear  the  way 
for  me  to  go  in.  But,  as  I  was  de¬ 
termined  not  to  go,  I  made  the  wa¬ 
ter,  which  was  between  me  and 
her,  an  excufe.  This  did  not  an- 
fwer  ;  for  a  man  immediately 
fquatted  himfelf  down  at  my  feet, 
offering  to  carry  me  ;  and  then  I 
declared  I  would  not  go.  That 
very  moment  Towha  quitted  me, 
without  my  feeing  which  way  he 
went,  nor  would  any  one  inform 
me.  Turning  rnyfelfround  I  faw 
Tee,  who,  I  believe,  had  never 
loft  fight  of  me.  Inquiring  of  him 
for  the  king,  he  told  me  he  was 
gone  into  the  country  Mataou ,  and 
advifed  me  to  go  to  my  boat  ; 
which  we  accordingly  did,  as  foon 
as  we  could  get  collected  together. 
For  Mr.  Edgcumbe  was  the  only 
perfon  that  could  keep  with  me  ; 
the  others  being  joftled  about  in 
the  crowd,  in  the  lame  manner  we 
had  been. 

“  When  we  got  into  our  boat, 

we  took  our  time  to  view  this 

grand  fleet.  The  veffel s  of  waT 

confifted  of  an  hundred  and  fixty 

large  double  canoes,  very  well 

equipped,  manned,  and  armed. 

But  I  am  not  fure  that  they  had 

their  full  complement  of  men  or 

rowers :  I  rather  think  not.  The 
* 

chiefs,  and  all  thofe  on  the  fight¬ 
ing  ftages,  were  dreffed  in  their 
war  habits  ;  that  is,  in  a  vaft  quan¬ 
tity  of  cloth,  turbans,  breaft- 
plates,  and  helmets.  Some  of  the 
latter  were  of  fuch  a  length  as 
greatly  to  incumber  the  wearer. 
Indeed,  their  who  e  drefs  Teemed 
to  'be  ill  calculated  for  the  day  of 
Vol.  XX. 
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battle,  and  to  be  defigned  more  lor 
fhew  than  ufe.  Be  this  as  it  may, 
it  certainly  added  grandeur  to  the 
profpedt,  as  they  were  fo  compiai- 
fant  as  to  Ihevy  themfelves  to  the 
beft  advantage.  The  veffels  were 
decorated  with  flags,  fireamers. 
See.  ;  fo  that  the  whole  made  a 
grand  and  noble  appearance,  fuch 
as  we  had  never  feen  before  in  this 
fea,  and  what  no  one  would  have 
expeSiedj.  Their  inftrupents  of 
war  wetfe  clubs,  fpears,  and  ftones. 
The  veffels  were  ranged  clofe 

o 

along- fide  of  each  other,  with  their 
heads  afhore,  and  their  ftern  to  the 
fea;  the  admiral’s  veffel  being 
nearly  in  the  centre.  Befides  the 
veffels  of  war,  there  were  an  hun¬ 
dred  and  feventy  fail  of  fmaller 
double  canoes,  all  with  a  little 
houfe  upon  them,  and  rigged  with 
maft  and  fail,  which  the  war  ca¬ 
noes  had  not.  Thefe,  we  judged, 
were  defigned  for  tranfports,  vic¬ 
tuallers,  &c. ;  for  in  the  war  ca¬ 
noes  was  no  fort  of  provifions  what¬ 
ever.  In  thefe  three  hundred  and 
thirty  veffels  I  gueffed  there  were 
no  lefs  than  (even  thoufand  fevea 
hundred  and  fixty  men  ;  a  number 
which  appears  incredible,  efpCci* 
ally  as  we  were  told  they  all  be¬ 
longed  to  the  diftridls  of  Attahou- 
rou  and  Ahopatea.  In  this  com¬ 
putation  1  allow  to  each  war  canoe 
Jorty  men,  troops  and  rowers,  and 
to  each  of  the  fmall  canoes  eight. 
Molt  of  the  gentlemen  who  were 
with  me,  thought  the  number  of 
men  belonging  to  the  war  canoes 
exceeded  this.  It  is  certain,  that 
themoftofthem  were  fitted  to  row 
with  more  paddles  than  I  have  al¬ 
lowed  them  men  ;  but,  at  this 
time,  I  think  they  were  not  com¬ 
plete.  Tupia  informed  ’us,  whem 
I  was  firft  here,  that  the  whole 
R  illand 
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ifland  raifed  only  between  fix  and 
feven  thoufand  men  ;  bat  we  now 
faw  two  d.ftri&s  only  raife  that 
number ;  fo  that  he  muft  have 
taken  his  account  from  fame  old 
eilablifhment ;  or  elfe  he  only 
meant  Tat  atom ,  that  is  warriors, 
or  men  trained  from  their  infancy 
to  arms,  and  did  not  include  the 
rowers,  and  thofe  neceflary  to  na¬ 
vigate  the  other  veflels.  I  fhould 
think  he  only  fpoke  of  this  num¬ 
ber  as  the  Handing  troops  or  militia 
of  the  ifland,  and  not  their  whole 
force.  This  point  I  {hall  leave  to 
be  difcuffed  in  another  place,  and 
return  to  the  fubjed. 

“  After  we  had  well  viewed  this 
fleet,  I  wanted  much  to  have  feen 
the  admiral,  to  have  gone  with 
him  on  board  the  war  canoes.  We 
inquired  for  him  as  we  rowed  pail 
the  fleet  to  no  purpofe.  We  put 
afhore and  inquired;  but  the  noife 
and  crowd  was  fo  great  that  no  one 
attended  to  what  we  faid.  At  Iaft 
Tee  came  and  whifpered  us  in  the 
ear,  that  Otoo  was  gone  to  Mata- 
vai,  a'dvifing  us  to  return  thither, 
and  not  to  land  where  we  were. 
We,  accordingly,  proceeded  for 
the  flip  ;  and  this  intelligence  and 
advicp  received  from  Tee,  gave 
rife  to  new  conjectures.  In  {hart, 
we  concluded  that  this  Towha  was 
fome  powerful  difaffeded  chief, 
who  was  upon  the  point  of  making 
war  againft  his  favereign  ;  for  we 
could  not  imagine  Otoo  had  any 
other  reafon  for  leaving  Oparreein 
the  manner  he  did. 

We  had  not  been  long  gone 
from  Oparree,  before  the  whole 
fleet  was  in  motion,  to  the  well- 
ward,  from  whence  it  came.  When 
we  got  to  Matavai,  our  friends 
there  told  us,  that  this  fleet  was 
part  of  the  armament  intended  to 


go  again (1  Eimeo,  whofe  chief  had 
thrown  off  the  yoke  of  Otaheife, 
and  aflumed  an  independency.  We 
were  likewife  informed  that  Otoo 
neither  was  nor  had  been  at  Mata¬ 
vai  ;  fo  that  we  were  dill  at  a  lofs 
to  know  why  he  fled  from  Oparree. 
This  occafioned  another  trip  thi¬ 
ther  in  the  afternoon,  where  we 
found  him,  and  now  underftood 
that  the  reafon  of  his  not  feeing 
me  in  the  morning,  was  that  fome 
of  his  people  having  flolen  a  quan¬ 
tity  of  my  clothes  which  were  on 
fhore  wafhing,  he  was  afraid  I 
fhouid  demand  reflitution.  He  re¬ 
peatedly  afked  me  if  I  was  not  an¬ 
gry  ;  and  when  I  allured  him  that 
i  was  not,  and  that  they  might 
keep  what  they  had  got,  he  was 
fatisfied.  Towha  was  alarmed, 
partly  on  the  fame  account.  He 
thought  I  was  difpleafed  when  I 
refufed  to  go  aboard  his  vefiel  5 
and  1  was  jealous  of  feeing  fuch  a 
force  in  our  neighbourhood  with¬ 
out  being  able  to  know  any  thing 
ofitsdefign.  Thus,  by  miflaking 
one  another,  1  lofh  the  opportunity 
of  examining  more  narrowly  into 
part  of  the  naval  force  of  this  ifle, 
and  making  my  felf  better  acquaint¬ 
ed  with  its  manoeuvres.  Such  an 
opportunity  may  never  occur;  as 
it  was  commanded  by  a  brave,  fen- 
flble,  and  intelligent  chief,  who 
would  have  fatisfied  us  in  all  the 
queflions  we  had  thought  proper  to 
afk ;  and,  as  the  objeds  were  be¬ 
fore  us,  we  could  not  well  have 
mifunderflood  each  other.  It  hap¬ 
pened  unluckily  that  Oedidee  was 
not  with  os  in  the  morning ;  for 
Tee,  who  was  the  only  man  we 
could  depend  on,  ferved  only  to 
perplex  us.  Matters  being  thus 
cleared  up,  and  mutual  prefents 
having  pa  fled  between  Otoo  and 

me. 
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rre,  we  took  leave  arid  returned  oh 
board.” 

We  (hall  enlarge  and-  conclude 
this  article,  with  our  author’s  re¬ 
view  of  another  war  fquadron,  and 
his  computation  of  the  naval 
flrength  of  the  ifland. 

“  We  had  no  fooner  difpatched 
our  friends  than  we  faw  a  number 
of  war  canoes  coming  round  the 
point  of  Oparree.  Being  defirous 
of  having  a  nearer  view  of  them, 
accompanied  by  fome  of  the  officers 
and  gentlemen,  I  hadened  down 
to  Oparree*  which  we  reached  be¬ 
fore  all  the  canoes  were  landed,  and 
had  an  opportunity  of  feeing  in 
what  manner  they  approached  the 
fhore.  When  they  got  before  the 
place  where  they  intended  to  land, 
they  formed  themfelves  into  divi- 
fions,  confiding  of  three  or  four, 
or  perhaps  more,  laffied  fquare  and 
iclofe  along-fide  of  each  other  ;  and 
then  each  divifion,  one  after  the 
other,  paddled  in  for  the  fhore 
with  all  their  might,  and  conduct¬ 
ed  in  fo  judicious  a  manner  that 
they  formed,  and  clofed  a  line, 
along  the  fhore,  to  an  inch.  The 
rowers  were  encouraged  to  exert 
their  drength  by  their  leaders  on 
the  dages,  and  directed  by  a  man 
who  dood  with  a  wand  in  his  hand 
in  the  fore-part  of  the  middlemod 
veflel.  This  man,  by  words  and 
aClions,  direfted  the  paddlers  when 
all  fhould  paddle,  when  either  the 
one  fide  or  the  other  fhould  ceafe, 
Sec. ;  for  the  deering  paddles  alone 
were  not  fufficient  to  direCt  them. 
All  thefe  motions  they  obferved 
with  fuch  quicknefs  as  clearly 
fhewed  them  to  be  expert  in  their 
bufinefs.  After  Mr.  Hodges  had 
made  a  drawing  of  them,  as  they 
lay  ranged  along  the  fhore,  we 
landed,  and  took  a  nearer  view  of 
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them  by  going  on  board  feveral. 
This  fleet  confided  of  forty  fail* 
equipped  in  the  fame  manner  as 
thole  we  had  feen  before,  belonged 
to  the  little  didrift  of  Tettaha, 
and  were  come  to  Oparree  to  be 
reviewed  before  the  king,  as  the 
former  fleet, had  been.  There 
were  attending  on  this  fleet  fome 
fm all  double  canoes,  which  they 
called  Marazs,  having  on  their 
fore- part  a  kind  of  double  bed- 
place  laid  over  with  green  leaves, 
each  jufl  fufficient  to  hold  one  man. 
Thefe,  they  told  us,  were  to  Jay 
their  dead  upon  ;  their  chiefs,  I 
fuppofe  they  meant,  otherwife  their 
flain  mud  be  few.  Otoo,  who  was 
prefen  t,  caufed,  at  my  requed, 
lome  of  their  troops  to  go  through 
their  exercife  on  fnore.  Two  par¬ 
ties  fird  began  with  clubs,  but  this 
was  over  almod  as  foon  as  begun  5 
fo  that  I  had  no  time  to  make  my 
obfervations  upon  it.  They  then 
went  to  Angle  combat,  and  exhi¬ 
bited  the  various  methods  of  fight¬ 
ing  with  great  alternefs  ;  parrying 
od’  the  blows  and  pudies,  which 
each  combatant  aimed  at  the  other, 
with  great  dexterity.  Their  arms  ' 
were  clubs  and  fpears  ;  the  latter 
they  alfo  ufe  as  darts.  In  fighting 
with  the  club,  all  blows  intended 
to  be  given  the  legs,  were  evaded 
by  leaping  over  it  ;  and  thofe  in¬ 
tended  for  the  head,  by  couching  a 
little  and  leaping  on  one  fide ; 
thus  the  blow  would  fall  to  the 
ground.  The  fpear  or  dart  was 
parried,  by  fixing  the  point  of  a 
lpear  in  the  ground  right  before 
them,  holding  it  in  an  inclined 
pofition,  more  or  lefs  elevated  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  part  ,  of  the  body 
they  law  their  antagonid  intends 
ing  to  make  a  puffi,  or  throw  his 
dart  at,  and  by  moving  the  hand 
R  2  a  little 
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a  little  to  the  right  or  idft,  either 
the  one  or  the  other  was  turned  off 
with  great  eafe.  I  thought  that 
when  one  combatant  had  parried 
off  the  blows*  &c.  of  the  other, 
he  did  not  ufe  the  advantage  which 
feemed  to  me  to  accrue.  As,  for 
inflance ;  after  he  had  parried  off 
a  dart,  he  ftill  Hood  on  the  defen¬ 
sive,  and  fuffered  his  antagonifl  to 
take  up  another,  when  I  thought 
there  was  time  to  run  him  through 
the  body,.  Thefe  combatants  had 
no  fuperfiuous  drefs  upon  them ; 
an  unneceffary  piece  of  cloth  or 
two,  which  they  had  on  when  they 
began,  were  prefently  torn  off  by 
the  by-ftanders,  and  given  to  fome 
of  our  gentlemen  prefent.  This 
being  over,  the  fleet  departed  ; 
not  in  any  order,  but  as  fait  as 
they  could  be  got  afloat ;  and  we 
went  with  Otoo  to  one  of  his  dock¬ 
yards,  where  the  two  large  pahies 
or  canoes  were  building,  each  of 
which  was  an  hundred  and  eight 
feet  long.  They  were  almoft  ready 
to  launch,  and  were  intended  to 
make  one  joint  double  pahie  or  ca¬ 
noe.  The  King  begged  of  me  a 
grappling  and  rope,  to  which  I 
added  an  Englifh  jack  and  pendant 
(with  the  ufe  of  which  he  was  well 
acquainted),  and  defired  the  pahie 
might  be  called  Britannia,  This 
lie  very  readily  agreed  to  ;  and  fhe 
was  named  accordingly, 

««  I  never  could  learn  what 
number  of  veffels  were  to  go  on 
this  expedition.  V/e  knew  of  no 
more  than  two  hundred  and  ten, 
befides  fmaller  canoes  to  ferve  as 
tranfports,  &c.  and  the  fleet  of 
Tiarabou,  the  flrength  of  which 
we  never  learnt.  Nor  could  I  ever 
learn  the  number  of  men  neceffary 
to  man  this  fleet ;  and  whenever  L 
afked  the  queftion,  the  anfwer  was. 


Waruu ,  rwarou,  ^voarou  te  'f’ata,  that 
is,  many,  many,  many  men  :  as 
if  the  number  far  exceeded  their 
arithmetic.  If  we  allow  forty  men 
to  each  war  canoe,  and  four  to 
each  of  the  others,  which  is  thought 
a  moderate  computation,  the  num¬ 
ber  will  amount  to  nine  thoufand. 
An  aflonifliing  number  to  be  raifed 
in  four  diftrids  ;  and  one  of  them, 
viz.  Matavai,  did  not  equip  a 
fourth  part  of  its  fleet.  The  fleet 
of  Tiarabou  is  not  included  in  this 
account  ;  and  many  other  diftrids 
might  be  arming  which  we  knew 
nothing  of.  I,  however,  believe, 
that  the  whole  ifli  did  not  arm  on 
this  occaflon  ;  for  we  faw  not  the 
leaf!  preparations  making  in  Opar- 
ree.  From  what  we  faw  and  could 
learn,  I  am  clearly  of  opinion  that 
the  chief,  or  chiefs,  of  each  dif- 
trid  fuperintended  the  equipping 
of  the  fleet  belonging  to  that  dif- 
trid  ;  but,  after  they  are  equipped, 
they  mull  pafs  in  review  before  the 
king,  and  be  approved  of  by  him. 
By  this  means  he  knows  the  Hate 
of  the  whole,  before  they  affemble 
to  go  on  forvice. 

64  It  hath  been  already  obferved, 
that  the  number  of  war,  canoes  be¬ 
longing  to  Attahourou  and  Aho- 
pata  was  an  hundred  and  fixty,  to 
Tettaha  forty,  and  to  Matavai 
ten,  and  that  this  diftrid  did  not 
equip  one-fourth  part  of  their 
number.  If  we  fuppofe  every  dif¬ 
trid  in  the  ifland,  of  which  there 
are  forty-three,  to  raife  and  equip 
the  fame  number  of  war  canoes  as 
Tettaha,  we  fhall  find,  by  this 
eftimate,  that  the  whole  ifland  caa 
raife  and  equip  one  thoufand  feven 
hundred  and  twenty  war  canoes, 
and flxty-eight  thoufand  able  men; 
allowing  forty  men  to  each  canoe. 
And,  as  thefe  cannot  amount  t® 

above 
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above  one  third  part  of  the  num¬ 
ber  of  both  fexes,  children  includ¬ 
ed,  the  whole  ifland  cannot  con¬ 
tain  lefs  than  two  hundred  and 
four  thoufand  inhabitants  ;  a  num¬ 
ber  which,  at  firlt  fight,  exceeded 
my  belief.  But  when  I  came  to 
refledl  on  the  vail  fwarms  which 
appealed  wherever  we  came,  I  was 
convinced  that  this  eilimate  was 
not  much,  if  at  all,  too  great. 
There  cannot  be  a  greater  proof  of 
the  richnefs  and  fertility  of  Ota- 
heite  (not  forty  leagues  in  circuit) 
than  its  fupporting  iuch  a  number 
of  inhabitants.” 


A  Code  of  Gen  too  Laws  or  Ordina¬ 
tions  of  the  Pundits.  From  a 
Perlian  Franfation ,  made  from 
the  Original ,  written  in  the  Shan- 
fcrit  Language. 

THE  extent  and  population  of 
our  territorial  acquifitions  in 
the  Eaft  Indies  far  exceed  everything 
that  in  Europe  has  been  hitherto  ge¬ 
nerally  conceived  of  them.  The 
provinces  of  Bengal,  Bahar,  and 
Orixa,  are  laid  to  contain  near  ten 
millions  of  inhabitants,  and  the 
other  fettlements  are  fuppoled  to 
contain  two  millions  more.  But  it 
is  not  the  magnitude  alone  of  this 

O 

great  branch  of  our  empire  that 
deferves  our  attention.  —  The  man¬ 
ners,  the  hiflory,  the  religion,  of 
the  natives,  are  all  of  them  o'ojedts 
worthy  the  moil  minute  inveiliga- 
tion. 

The  Hindoos  are  of  a  timorous, 
mild,  and  peaceable  difpofition. 
Before  the  lhvafion  of  the  Maho- 
medans  they  were  governed  by 
laws,  to  which  they  uniformly 
afcribe  the  moil  remote  and  divine 
origin.  Their  Mahomcdan  con- 
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querors  eilablifhed,  as  far  as  their 
ravages  extended,  both  the  reli- 

O 

gion  and  laws  of  Mahomet.  — — 

“  Hence,”  as  the  Pundits  expr.efs 
themfelves  in  the  prefatory  dif- 
courfe,  a  contrariety  of  cuiloms 
arofe,  and  all  affairs  were  tranfaCl- 
ed  according  to  the  principles  of 
faith  in  the  conquering  party  ;  up¬ 
on  which,  perpetual  oppolitions  t 
were  engendered,  and  continual 
differences  in  the  decrees  of  jullice  ; 
fo  that  in  every  place  the  imme¬ 
diate  magistrate  decided  all  cauies 
according  to  his  own  religion  ;  and 
the  laws  of  Mahomed  were  the 
ilandard  of  judgment  for  the  Hin¬ 
doos  :  hence  terror  and  confufion 
found  a  way  to  all  the  people,  and 
j office  was  not  impartially  admi- 
nillered.”  The  fettlement  of  Eu¬ 
ropean  nations  in  India  did  not 
contribute  to  leffen  thefe  diforders. 
On  the  contrary,  as  they  too  were 
defirous  of  introducing  their  feve- 
ral  fyilems  of  jurilprudence,  the 
diforder  has  been  augmented,  and 
the  confufion  vvorfe  confounded. 

Such  has  been  one  clafs  of  hard- 
fhips  under  which  that  unhappy 
country  has  laboured.  We  are, 
however,  glad  to  find,  that  it  has 
at  length  been  thought  an  objeft 
worthy  of  the  moil  ferious  atten¬ 
tion  of  the  company,  to  adopt 
fome  mode  of  conciliating  the  af¬ 
fections,  by  paying  a  proper  re¬ 
gard  to  the  inllituiions,  the  cuf- 
toms  and  prejudices  of  the  natives. 
With  a  view  of  forwarding  fo 
laudable  an  intention,  a  thought 
fuggeffed  itfelf  to  Mr.  Haflings,  of 
procuring  a  code  of  the  laws  and 
cuiloms  of  the  Gentoos.  For  this 
purpofe  bramins,  learned  in  the 
Shaller,  were  invited  from  all 
parts  of  the  kingdom  to  Fort- 
William  in  Calcutta,  which  is  the 
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capital  of  Bengal  and  Bahar  ;  and 
the  mod  authentic  books,  both  an¬ 
cient  and  modern,  (a  lilt  of  which 
is  given  in  the  work)  were  col¬ 
lected,  and  the  original  text,  de¬ 
livered  in  the  Hindoo  language, 
was  faithfully  tranflated  into  the 
Ferfian  idiom.  They  began  their 
work  May  1773?  and  fi n i Hied  it  by 
jthe  end  of  February  1775. 

Such  is  the  account  given  us  of 
the  rife  and  execution  of  this  curi¬ 
ous  and  intereftihg  volume,  from 
which,  to  ufe  the  tranfiator’s  words, 
**  a-precife  idea  may  be  formed  of 
the  cuftoras  and  manners  of  thefe 
people,  which,  to  their  great'  in¬ 
jury,  have  been  long  nufrepre- 
fented  in  the  weftern  world.” 
From  hence  alfo  materials  may  be 
collected  towards  the  legal  accom¬ 
pli  ih  men  t  of  a  new  fy  Item  of  go¬ 
vernment  in  Bengal,  wherein  the 
Efitiih  laws  may  in  fome  degree  be 
foftened  and  tempered  by  a  mo¬ 
derate  attention  to  the  peculiar  and 
national  prejudices  of  the  Hindoos  ; 
fome  of  whole  inlUtutes,  however 
fanciful  and  unaccountable,  may 
perhaps  be  preferable  to  any  which 
could  be  fubdituted  in  their  room. 
They  are  interwoven  with  the  reli¬ 
gion  of  the  country,  and  are  there¬ 
fore  revered  as  of  the  higheft  au¬ 
thority  ;  they  are  conditions  by 
which  they  hold  their  rank  in  fo- 
ciety  ;  long  ufage  has  perfuaded 
them  of  their  equity,  and  they 
will  always  gladly  embrace  the  per- 
miffion  to  obey  them  ;  to  be  oblig¬ 
ed  to  renounce  their  obedience 
would  probably  be  efleemed  a- 
mongll  them  a  real  hardfhip.” 

In  the  preliminary  difcourfe,  af¬ 
ter  a  few  general  and  introductory 
pbfervations ,  upon  the  mythology 
of  the  Gentdos,  the  tranflator  has 
given  a  fhort  account  of  the  Shan- 
icrdt  knguage,  and  an  explanation 
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of  fuch  paffages  in  the  bddy  of  the 
code  as  might  appear  by  their  pe¬ 
culiarity  or  repugnance  to  our  fen- 
timents,  to  lie  mod  open  to  objec¬ 
tion.  Amongft  thefe,  we  could 
have  wifhed,  as  we  fhould  be  lorry 
to  entertain,  in  any  refpeCl,  a  lefs 
favourable  opinion  of  the  author’s 
underdanding,  than  his  great  in¬ 
genuity  feems  to  deferve,  that  he 
had  not  profefied  himfelf  fo  ferious 
an  advocate  for  the  wild  and  extra¬ 
vagant  chronology  of  the  bra- 
mins. 

The  Hindoos,  he  fays,  reckon 
the  duration  of  the  world  by  four 
joques  or  diftinft  ages.  The  1  ft  is 
laid  to  have  laded  3,200,000  years, 
and  they  hold,  that  the  life  of  man 
was  in  that  age  extended  to  100,000 
years,  and  that  his  feature  was  21 
cubits. 

laded.  Life  of  man. 

2d,  2,490,000  10,000 

3d,  1,600,000  1,000 

4th,  400,000  100 

Of  this  lad  or  prefent  age  5000 
years  are  fuppofed  to  be  pad.  Com¬ 
putation,  as  the  author  judly  ob- 
ferves,  is  loft,  and  conjecture  over¬ 
whelmed  in  the  attempt  to  adjuft 
fuch  aftonifhing  fpaces  of  time  to 
our  own  confined  notions  of  the 
world’s  epoch.  And  yet,  extrava¬ 
gant  as  this  may  appear,  the  tran¬ 
slator  feems  inclined  to  think  that 
it  comes  recommended  to  us  with 
at  lead  equal  marks  of  authenticity 
with  any  other  hidory  of  the  crea¬ 
tion.  We  are  afterwards  told  of 
one  Munnoo,  an  author  who  flou- 
rifhed  early  in  the  futteejoque,  or 
fir  ft  age,  and  of  Jage  Bulk  who 
lived  at  the  beginning  of  the  tirtal, 
or  fecond  age,  whofe  works  are 
dill  extant,  and  from  which  a  con- 
fiderable  part  of  the  prefent  compi¬ 
lation  has  been  made.  It  does  not 
fall  in  with  cur  defign  to  attempt 
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to  convince  Mr.  Halhed  of  the  ex¬ 
travagancy  of  thefe  aflercions.  Had 
he  given  himfelf  but  a  little  time 
to  refled  upon  the  abfurdities  of 
their  geography*  (Vid.  page  civ.) 
with  regard  to  which  I  apprehend 
he  would  not  be  thought  to  enter¬ 
tain  any  doubts,  ic  might  have  led 
him  at  Ieafl  to  have  fufpeded  that  a 
people  whocould  be  fo  grolsly  igno¬ 
rant  in  things  which  lay  perpetu¬ 
ally  before  them,  and  which  were 
palpable  to  their  fenfes,  might  be 
equally  extravagant  in  a  Icience, 
the  objed  of  which  is  fleeting  and 
tranfient. 

The  code  is  divided  into  twenty- 
one  chapters,  the  heads  of  which 
are  as  follows,  i.  Lending  and 
borrowing.  2.  The  diviflon  of 
inheritable  property.  3.  Juflice. 
4.  Trull  or  depoflt.  5.  Selling  a 
llranger’s  property.'  6.  Shares. 
7.  Gift.  8.  Servitude.  9.  Wages. 
10.  Rent,  11.  Purchafe.  12. 
Boundaries.  13.  Shares  in  the 
cultivation  of  lands.  14.  Cities 
and  towns.  15.  Scandal.  16.  Af- 
fault.  17.  Theft.  18.  Violence. 
19.  Adultery.  20.  Women.  21. 
Sundry  articles. 

Amongft  many  other  curious 
particulars,  the  reader,  no  doubt, 
will  be  aflonifhed  to  meet  with  a 
prohibition  of  the  ufe  of  flre-arms, 
in  records,  which  lay  a  claim  to 
fuch  unfathomable  antiquity.  It 
certainly  gives  fome  colour  to  the 
conjedures  of  thofe  commentators, 
who  have  fuppofed,  from  a  well 
known  paflage  in  Quintus  Curtius, 
that  Alexander  abfolutely  met  with 
fome  weaponsof  that  kind  in  India; 
and  the  extraordinary  accounts 
which  are  given  of  the  Feu  Gregeois 
of  the  Crufades,  will  a!fo  gain 
fome  degree  of  probability  from 
the  deLription  given  of  the  Indian 
/Ignee- After. 


OF  BOOKS.  247 

We  might  tranfcribe  the  whole 
book,  were  we  to  attempt  to  give 
an  account  of  all  the  peculiarities 
contained  in  this  code  of  bramini- 
cal  j uri fprudence.  I  he  laws,  as 
might  be  imagined,  are  for  the 
moll  part  local  and  charaderiflic. 
They  frequently  bear  flrong  marks 
of  the  remotell  antiquity,  and  feem 
in  many  inllances  calculated  for 
the  crude  conceptions  of  an  almoll 
illiterate  people,  upon  their  fill 
civilization.  We  mull  therefore 
be  content  with  laying  before  our 
readers,  as  a  fpecimen  ol  the  inge¬ 
nious  tranflator’s  abilities,  his  ob- 
fervations  up*on  lome  of  the  moll 
remarkable  paflages  in  the  work.^ 

«<  The  rights  of  inheritance,  in 
the  fecond  chapter,  are  laid  down 
with  the  utmoll  preciflon,  and  with 
the  Aridell  attention  to  the  natural 
claim  of  the  inheritor  in  the  feve- 
ral  degrees  of  affinity.  A  man  is 
herein  confidered  but  as  tenant  for 
life  in  his  own  property  ;  and,  as 
all  opportunity  of  diftribu ting  his 
effeds  by  will,  after  his  death,  is 
precluded,  hardly  any  mention  is 
made  of  fuch  kind  of  bequelL  By 
thefe  ordinances  alfo,  he  is  hinder¬ 
ed  from  difpofie fling  his  children 
of  his  property  in  favour  of  aliens, 
and  from  making  a  blind  and  par¬ 
tial  allotment  in  behalf  of  a  favou¬ 
rite  child,  to  the  prejucice  of  the 
reft ;  by  w  hich  the  weaknefs  of 
parental  aftedion,  or  of  a  mif- 
g-uided  mind  in  its  dotage, _  is  ad¬ 
mirably  remedied.  I  hele  laws 
alio  llrongly  elucidate  the  ftory  of 
the  prodigal  fon  in  the  Scriptures, 
flnce  it  appears  from  hence  to  have 
been  an  immemorial  cuftom  in  the 
eaft  for  fons  to  demand  their  por¬ 
tion  of  inheritance  during  their 
father’s  life-time,  and  that  the  pa¬ 
rent,  however  aware  of  the  difti- 
pated  inclinations  of  his  child, 
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could  not  legally  refufe  to  comply 
with  the  application. 

**  Though  polygamy  has  been 
Cdnftantly  prablifed  and  univerfally 
allowed  under  all  the  religions 
that  have  obtained  in  Aha,  we 
meet  with  very  few  inllances  of 
permitted  polyandry,  or  a  plura¬ 
lity  of  hufoand.^,  fuch  as  mention¬ 
ed  in  the. fourteenth  feilion  of  this 
chapter  :  but  a  gentleman,  who 
has  lately  vifited  the  kingdoms  of 
jBoutan  and  Thibet,  has  obferved, 
that  the  fame  cuftom  is  almoft  ge¬ 
neral  to  this  day  in  thofe  countries  ; 
where  one  wife  frequently  ferves 
all  the  males  of  a  whole  family, 
without  being  the  caufe  of  any 
uncommon  jealoufy  or  difunion 
among  them.  , 

ic  The  chapter  of  juftice,  in  its 
general  tendency,  feems  to  be  one 
of  the  bell  in  the  whole  code.  The 
iiece/Fary  qualifications  for  the  ar¬ 
bitrator,  the  rules  for  the  exami¬ 
nation  of  witnefTes,  and  the  requi¬ 
sites  for  propriety  of  evidence,  are 
iiated  with  as  much  accuracv  and 
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depth  of  judgment  as  the  general¬ 
ity  of  thofe  in  our  own  courts.  In 
this  chapter  mention  is  made  of  the 
Purrekeh,  or  trial  by  ordeal,  which 
is  one  of  the  moft  ancient  infticutes 
for  the  diftinguifhing  criterion  of 
guilt  and  innocence  that  hath  been 
handed  down  to  us  by  facred  or 
profane  hiftory  :  fire  or  water  were 
the  ufual  refources  upon  thefe  occa- 
fions,  and  they  were  con  Handy 
prepared  and  fanbtiiied  by  the  fo- 
Jemnities  of  a  religious  ceremonial. 
The  modes  of  this  ordeal  are  vari¬ 
ous  in  India,  according  to  the 
choice  6f  the  parties  or  the  nature 
of  the  offence  ;  but  the  infallibility 
of  the  refult  is  to  this  day  as  im¬ 
plicitly  believed,  as  it  could  have 


been  in  the  darkeft  ages  of  anti¬ 
quity. 

“  We  find  a  particular  injunc¬ 
tion  and  deferiprion  of  a  certain 
water  ordeal  among  the  firft  laws 
cicfated  to  Moles  by  God  himlelf ; 
it  is  contained  in  the  fifth  chapter 
of  Numbers,  from  the  twelfth  to 
the  thirtieth  verfe,  and  is  for  the 
fat.:  faction  of  jealous  hufbands,  in 
the  .immediate  detection,  or  ac- 
quital  of  their  wives. 

“  In  the  two  fucceeding  chap¬ 
ters  no  unufual  matter  occurs,  but 
fuch  as  good  fenfe  and,  a  freedom 
from  prejudice  will  eafily  develope: 
but,  in  the  fecond  feblion  of  the 
fixth  chapter,  a  paffage  appears, 
which,  upon  a  flight  examination, 
might  give  the  reader  a  very  indif¬ 
ferent  opinion  of  the  Gentoo  fyf- 
tem  of  government,  vis.  “  A  law 
to  regulate  the  fhares  of  robbers. ” 
This  ordinance  by  no  means  re- 
fpects  the  docneftic  difturbers  of 
the  tranquillity  of  their  own  coun¬ 
trymen,.  or  violaters  of  the  fir  ft 
principles  of  fociety,  but  only  fuch 
bold  and  hardy  adventurers  as  fally 
forth  to  levy  contributions  in  a  fo¬ 
reign  province.  Unjuft  as  this  be¬ 
haviour  may  appear  in  the  eye  of 
equity,  it  bears  the  moft  genuine 
ftamp^  of  antiquity,  and  corre- 
fponds  entirely  with  the  manners 
of  the  early  Grecians,  at  or  before 
the  period  of  the  Trojan  war,  and 
of  the  weftern  nations,  before  their 
emerfion  from  barbarifm  ;  a  prac¬ 
tice  ftii.1  kept  up  among  the  pyratic 
ftates  of  Barbary  to  its  fulleft  extent 
by  fea,  and  probably  among  many 
herds  of  Tartars  and  Arabian  ban¬ 
ditti  by  land.  However,  the 
known  exiftence  and  originality  of 
this  favage  fyftem  will  juftify  the 
Gentoo  magiftrate  of  thofe  ancient 
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periods  in  affifting  the  freebooters 
with  his  advice,  and  participating 
in  their  plunder,  when,  at  that 
time,  fuch  expeditions  were  efteem- 
e4  both  legal  and  honourable. 

“  The  many  rules  laid  down  in 
the  20th  chapter,  for  the  preferva- 
tion  of  domellic  authority  to  the 
hufband,  are  relics  of  that  charac¬ 
terise  difeipline  of  Alia,  which 
facred  and  profane  writers  teftify  to 
have  exifted  from  all  antiquity  ; 
where  women  have  ever  been  the 
fubjedls,  not  the  partners  of  their 
lords,  confined  within  the  walls  of 
a  haram,  or  bufied  without  doors 
in  drudgeries  little  becoming  their 
delicacy.  The  Trojan  princeffes 
were  employed  in  wafhing  linen  ; 
and  Rebecca  was  firll  difeovered 
by  Abraham's  fervant  with  a  pit¬ 
cher  upon  her  fhoulder  to  water 
camels.  “  Two  women  Ihall  be 
grinding  at  the  mill,”  fays  the 
prophet;  but  the  notoriety  of  this 
fadt  obviates  the  neceffity  of  quo¬ 
tations  :  it  may  juit  be  obferved, 
that  Solomon,  in  praifing  a  good 
wife,  mentions,  that  She  rifes 
while  it  is  yet  night,”  which  we 
mull  fuppofe  to  be  before  her  hui- 
band  ;  and  we  find  this  to  be  one 
of  the  qualifications  for  a  good 
Gentoo  wife  alio.  * 

“  The  latter  part  of  this  chap¬ 
ter  relates  to  the  extraordinary  cir- 
cumftance  of  womens  burning 
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themfelves  with  their  deceafed  huf- 
bands ; — The  terms  of  the  injunc¬ 
tion  as  there  fet  forth  are  plain, 
moderate  and  conditional  :  “  It  is 
proper  for  a  woman  to  burn  with 
her  hufband’s  corpfe  and  a  pro¬ 
portionate  reward  is  offered  in  com- 
penfation  for  her  fufferings.  Not- 
withftanding  the  ordinance  is  not 
in  the  ablolute  ftyle  of  a  command, 
it  is  furely  fufficiently'  diredt  to 
Hand  for  a  religious  duty ;  the 
only  proof  that  it  is  not  pofitive  is 
the  propofal  of  inviolable  chaftity 
as  an  alternative,  though  it  is  not 
to  be  taken  for  an  equivalent.  The 
bra  mi  ns  feem  to  look  upon  this  fa- 
crifice  as  one  of  the  firlt  principles 
of  their  religion,  the  caufe  of 
which  it  would  hardly  be  orthodox 
to  inveiligate.  There  are,  how¬ 
ever,  feveral  reftridtions  with  re- 
fpedt  to  it,  as  that  a  woman  muft 
not  burn  herfelf  if  fhe  is  with 
child,  nor  if  her  hufband  died  at  a 
diliance  from  her,  unlefs  fhe  can 
procure  his  turban  and  girdle  to  put 
on  at  the  pile,  with  other  excep¬ 
tions  of  the  fame  nature,  which 
they  clofely  conceal  from  the  eyes 
of  the  world,  among  the  other 
myfteries  of  their  faith  :  but  we 
are  convinced,  equally  by  informa¬ 
tion  and  experience,  that  the  cuf- 
tom  has  not  for  the  moft  part  fal¬ 
len  into  difuetude  in  India,  as  a 
celebrated  writer  has  fuppofed.” 
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